
mt BE1CAN08 FOB a&AHfS. [23bii Majmsii, 

the qualificatioiis at present recogiused as mce&Bwry hj (hMrmmmmi 
for their promotion to the rank of District Judges]. 

Sir, the object of my motion is to draw the attention of the Govern* 
ment to the present unsatisfactory mode of recruitment to the 
Provincial Judicial Service and also to the mode by which the officers 
are promoted to the rank of District Judges. 1 agree substantially 
with the views of Messrs. Mulliek and Kay Chowdhury. 

The mode in which the selection of munsifs is made at present is 
this : The High Court maintains a list of candidates who are first class 
B.L.’s and some of whom hold M.A. degrees also. They are given 
interview by a Judge and then those candidates who are found suitable 
after such interview are nominated. This is certainly not a satis- 
factory far less an ideal way of recruitment to one of the most 
important branches of public service. Tlie interviews given are and 
must necessarily be short and if the coinparatiTe merits of a large 
number of candidates, all of whom possess almost equal educational 
qualifications, have got to be tested it is hardly possible that the best 
man will be selected in this way. There is every likelihood of cases 
of really meritorious men being passed over, as they are undoubtedly 
passed over, causing no unreasonable dissatisfaction amongst them and 
also of undeserving men being admitted into the service. In fact a 
large number of undeserving men have managed to enter the service 
and there is no doubt that they would not liave been there but for the 
present method of appointineiit. I can give instances of such really 
incompetent men but I will refrain from mentioning their names. I 
cannot however help mentioning the case of a miinsif who had been 
recently at Howi*ah — a munsif of twelve years’ standing drawing a 
decent monthly pay of Rs. 600 who used to have his judgment drafted 
by the pleader of the party in whose favour the judgment was about 
to be given. 

It is said that in addition to his educational qualifications a three 
years’ practice at the Bar is insisted upon before appointment is made. 
Hemliers al thm House who are pleaders and practise at the mufassal 
Bar know the extent of practice a civil court pleader enjoys during 
the first three years of his practice. Surely the knowledge of signing 
a vakalatnanm and of conducting exports rent suits is not considered 
essential for such appointment. If that be so then undoubtedly the 
three years’ practice at the Bar is of some help to the authorities 
ccmeerned in determining the merits of a candidate for appointment. 
Besides a candidate neglects his practice at the Bar as long as he 
entertains ai^ hope for appointment in the Judicial Service. 

5 p.m. 

The question is what prevents the Government from throwing this 
teanoh of the public service open to competition. If deputy mughi* 
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COVEPNMENT W lENOAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hi* Excellency Colonel the Riffht Hon^ble Sir FsAlfCit Staii£it 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon ’hie Mr. A. M.akh, t i.e., i.r.s., in chars’e of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

.‘1. Comitierce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 

The Hon’ble Sir PnovASH CnrNDER Mittkh, kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition, 
d. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails, 

5. Legislative. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir AnoELKERiM Ghuznavi, kt., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2 . Immigration. 

3. Jnrifldiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forest*. 

6. Irrigatioii* 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Peewtice, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios:— p 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 

7. Hazaribagh Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. F.\kooui, in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Khwaja N.azimuddin, c.i.e., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 

The Hon^ble Mr. Buoi Peasao Singh Roy, in charge of the following 
portfolios ! — 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2. Excise. 
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PEINCIPAL OFFICBES OF TBflE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

President. 

The Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha NIth Ray C'haddhdbi, kt*, of 
San tosh. 

Depi’ty President. 

Mr. Razafr Rahman Khan, b.l. 


Panol of Chairmen for tho Thirtjf-oixth Soaiion. 

1. Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

2. Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

3. Mr, B. C. Chattkrjke, Bar.-at-Law. 

4. Rai Bahadur Keshaw Chandra Banerji. 

Socretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council— -A, M. Hutchison and K. If* 
*lifAJlJia)AR. 

Bagistrar to the Council — J. W. McKay, i,8.o» 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL. 


ALPHAICTICAL LIST OF MEMBiRt. 

A 

Ali, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajptir (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr, W. L. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaik Bahim. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Babu Jjalit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non<»Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Eai Bahadur Debendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 llurnl North 
(Non-Muhammadan) . ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadaa).] 
Banerji, Rai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, ic.b.e. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Basir IJddin, Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North ('Non-Muhammadan).] 
Baau, Mr, Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Boae, Mr. S. M., Bar.-at-Law. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bural, Babu Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bum, Mr. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C 

# 

Ohatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
mad).] 

Ohandhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Bajehahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ohandhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimumman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

iRmnAiiiri, Nhan Bahadur Xnulvi Hafiiur Rahman. (Nominate^ 
Non-offirial.) 



n ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippers Hortb 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Ntiral Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma^ 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham* 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Major General W. V., c.i.E., n.s.o., m.d., r.E.c.s.i., iaf.8. 
(Nominated Official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. G. R., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, Babu Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Mtihammadan).] 

Das, Itai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.b.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


E 

Easson, Mr. G. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Myrneifsingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, the Hon*ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Minister.] [lippara 
South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr, L. R. ("Nominated Official.) 

Fazlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Oangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghoee, Dr. Amulya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, c.i.e. (Dacca University.) 
Ghuahavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, xr. (Member, Exeoutm 
Council.) 

Gilchrist, Mr. R, N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Asaociatiwi^ 
Gfo^on, Hr. A. D. (Indian Tea Aasodatum*) 
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ALPHABET^OAL UST OF 

Ouha. Babu ProtfuUa Kumar. [24.Pargana8 Municipal North (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Gkiha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N., c.i.x., m.b.b. [Bankura Weat (Non^Muhammadan).] 
Gumer, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asicul. [Nadia (Muhammadan)I ] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Hoque, Kaci Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Mueharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan) . ] 

Hossain, Maiilvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Khan Sahib MaulTi Bazlul. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Hutchings, Mr. R. H. (Nominated Official.') 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 

*Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, b.l. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Luke, Mr. N. R. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indiaii.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
MeOluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Ind^.) 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Pargaii08 Rural Central (Nonr 
Mubrnminadan).] 


Bipiity PmUrntt, BwiasI Tegtohtfve Coimdl. 
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Hitter, the Hon'ble Sir Prowh Chunder, kt., c.i.e. (Member, 
ExecntiTe CotinciL) 

Hookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.*at-Law. (Calcutta Uniyersity.) 
Mttkherji, Bai Bahadur Satish Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

N&g, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Mr. K. C., m.b.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kassimbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commeroe.) 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.b. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


0 

Ormond, Mr, E. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

P 

Philput, Mr. H. C. V, (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddar, Seth Hunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Prentice, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R., c.i.e. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., r.i.E. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Pargana8 Rural (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non^Muhammadan).] 

Rai Mahasai, M^indra Deb. [Hooghly Municipal (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Kbetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Mubammadiai).] 

Baj,. Babu Nagendra Narayan, b.l. [Rangpur East.. (Ngn^Muhaasr 

ata^).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF HEMBBBS. 


It 


1t*y. Kumar Shib Sbekbareswar. (Rajsbabi Landholders.) 

Bay, Maharaja Jagadisb Nath, of Dinajpur. [Binajpnr 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Mr. Sbauti Shekharaawar, m.a. [Malda (Nou-Mubammada&).] 

(tay Cbaudburi, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-offioial.) 

^Bay Cbaudburi, the Hon*ble Baja Sir Manmatba Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Bay Cbowdhury, Babu Satisb Chandra. [Mymensingb East (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Beid, Mr. E. N., c.t.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Bout, Babu Hoseni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Karibansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Boy, Babu Jitendra Nath. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Boy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Boy, the Hon'ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Minister.] [Burdwan 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 


S 


Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Salauddin, Mr. Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt , c.i.e. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingb West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan) . J 
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingb East (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Mr. Anm Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., h.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhanu 
madan).] 

* PrsaUUnt of the Boagsl Legiilative CtmmR 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEB8. 


Stapleton, Mr. H. £. (Nominated Official.) 

Stronacli, Mr. E. F. G. [Dacca and Chittagong (Eniopean).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta Sonth (Muhammadan).] 
Sumner, Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Swan, Mr. J, A. L., c.i.r. (Expert, Nominated.) 


T 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Travers, Mr. W. L., c.i.b., o.b.e. [Rajshahi (European). \ 


W 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(OffloM Rapoit of tho ThirtiMrixth B anioi i .) 

Voluiiio XXXVI— No. 3. 

Proooodtng^ of tho Bongol Logiolotivo Covnoil oioaniMod umlor tho 
provioioiis of tho Covommont of Indio Act 


Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houm, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the ICtli March, 19dl, at d p.m. 


Mr. President vthe Hon’ble Raja Sir Mahmatha Nath Bat 
Chaudhum, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Memben 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Minietere, and 97 nominated 
azid elected members. 


Starred Qiieatiotit 

(to nrhioli oral anawert were given). 

Suggested retrenohment in Covemment servioee. 

MSS. Babtt KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURis Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charj^e of tbe Appointment Ilepnrtment be pleoeed to state 
wbetber in view of tbe financial stringency the Government are con- 
sidering the desiinbility of taking stepe — 

(i) to have the number of Circle Officers reduced by half; 

(u*) to have the scale of pay and employment of employees in the 
^ several services under Government revised and economised* 

and 

(m) to have the recmitment of ofBcers for the covenanted services 
stopped for some iimeP 



14 QUESTIONS. [ 16 th Mabch, 

MEMBER in olMrgt of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
HoffPblo Mr. W. 0. R. Prfiitioi)l (i) No. 

(u) This has been kept in mind, but no conclusions haTo been 
formulated. 

(m) No. 

Maulvi 8YE0 MAJID BAKSH: In reply to answer (/V) will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how long^ this has been kept in 
mind and whether conclusions will be formulated in the present budget 
year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; Yes, in 1931^2. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the llotrble Member be 
pleased to state when these will be given effect to? 

TheHon’bleMr.W.D.R. PRENTICE; I cannot say. 


OftMi utuier aeotiofi 104E of the Bengal Tenancy Act in Chittagong. 

M27. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Eevenue Dt‘partment l)e pleased to lay on tho - 
table a st^itement showing from 1924-1930 — 

(0 the number of cases under section 104E of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, 1885, in the district of Chittagong wherein the question 
of title and iKwsession have been decided; 

{ii) how many appeals have been filed against them and with what 
results ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be jJeaaed to state in how many 
appeals of the above description the present Director of Land Bacorda 
has declared the decision ultra vires? 

MEMBER in elwga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (Ilia IlMPbln 
8ir ProvMll Chumlar Mittar): (a) (t) In 2,b20 objections under section 
104E, Bengal Tenancy Act, questions of possession or title were gone into 
and decided. 

(ii) Only 48 apireals were filed, of which 11 were allowed and tka 
xeat diaallowad, 

(b) None. 





QUESTI0F8, 





VMHieiit in tht miniilirial italT af Hit BakaivmJ Miaotorala. 

Mm Maiilvi IMIHAIIMAO NMSAINs (a) WiU the Hon’bW 
Member in charge of the Revenue Depajrimeut be j^eaaed to lay on 
the table a copy of the Government circular for advertising vacaneiee 
when appointments of ministerial officers are to be made? 

(6) Is the Hon^ble Member aware — 

(?) that the circular referred to in (a) is not at all observed in the 
district of Bakargaag ; and 

(n) that as a result a great injustice is l)eiug done to those who- 
have no relatives in the offices where vacancy occurs F 

Tht Htn’hit Sir PR0VA8H OMUNDBR MITTER: (a) The rulet 

at present in force are contained in the Board’s Miscellaneous RuleSr 

1918. 

(b) (i) No. 

(u) No. 


Gtvtmmtnt proptrtits loit by the erotloo of Notichtii tmm, 

M29. Bahu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Works DepaHment be pleased 
to state — 

(/) what is the approximate value of the Government’s properties 
lost by the erosion of Noakhali town ; and 

(?/) what is the approximate value of the properties now possessed 
by Government within the area of the Noakhali municipality P 


MINISTER III ohargo of PUBLIC WOKS DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Klioii BolMMiiir K. G. M. Faroqui): (?) Ks. 1,68,000. 

(if) Rs, 6,29,000. 

Maolti SYEO MAJID BAKSHI WiU the Hon’ble Minister br 
pleased to state what steps have been taken to recoup the amount of this 
kssF 

TlioiiMl*Mo KhMi BsHeSw K. 0. M. PAROQUit I mult notice qlT 
HUB. 



Qtrj^Tiasrs. 


[itoi Masch; 




Rivir QiniNiiiiti 

MM. Mttiilvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: (a) With refer^ce to the 
replies given to starred question No. 55 at the meeting of the Bengal 
LegielatiTe Council held on the 30th February, 1930, and to starred 
question No. 40 on the I3th August, 1930, will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether 
any decision has been arrived at with regard to the scheme for the 
improvement of the river Chandana? 

(5) Is the alternative scheme referred to therein still under 
consideration ? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
ficfPliie AlhaBJ Sir Abdelkerim Ghuniavi): (a) and (6) The matter has 
been kept in abeyance on account of financial stringency, and no decision 
has yet been arrived at with regard to the alternative scheme. 

Maufvi EYED MAdlO BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state how long this financial stringency will last? 

The Hon’blc AihadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am not a 

financial Prophet. 

Meuivi SYEO MAdID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it will be this year or in two years? 

The Hon’Iile AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I have 
nothing to add to my answer. 


OrSert fMrohihiting processions and moolings. 

M31. Both HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: (a) Has the atten- 
iion of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department been 
4irawn to the judgment of the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court 
holding that the orders of the Police Commissioner in banning all 
processions and meetings for an indefinite period are contrary to law, 
and acquitting five ladies who were convicted for disobedience of thiii 
4>rder? 

(6) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state the number of 
persons convicted for disobedience of this order in Ohlcutta (figum, 
4 >f men and women to be shown separately) ? 



im.|. ' Q!7£8f»l|;’ ' II 

(c) Have the GaverBioeat set free all such |»l 

(d) If not, what is the number of persons who are still sufforitlg 
j^priaofunent for this alleged oifeneeP 

(ef Are the Government considering the desirability of r^leasliilt 
iheiii immediately? 

(/) If not, will the Hon’ble Memlier lie pleaseti to are 

tl& re^ns for keeping in prison i)ersous who have been so convicted ? 

, ( 0 ) Haa the attention of the Hon^ble Member lieeii drawn to a 

•l^lar sifiiation in Bombay where the High Court has set aaid# the 
OdUviotion of Master Nagindas and 4>thers and has taken action- tp 
•at ir^ all those who were convicted under the same section? 

(h) If so, do the Government of Bengal jwopose to follow the 
e:cample set by Bombay in this matter? 

MEMBER in efiaria of POLITICAL DEMRTMENT (tilt Hon’Iito 

Mr. W. 0. R. Prontioi): (a) Government are aware of a jud^ent 
delivered by the Chief Justice and the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mullick on 
8th Decenitier, 1930, which held that a general order under section 62A 
of the Calcutta Police Act prohibiting all processions was bad. By that 
judgment the conviction of six women was set aside. 

(b) 159 men, 17 women. 

(c) Yes. 

(f/), (e) and if) Do not arise, 

io) No- 

(h) Does not wise. 


River Chandene. 

M82. Rat Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Eon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

( 1 ) the name or designation of the officer who is in charge of 
investigating the scheme of dfedging the Chandana river 
in the district of Faridpur, 

(ft) the result of investigation, if any, since August, 1990 1 and 

(fti) how many years the said scheme has been pending with the 
Government F 

: , 0} V$B mf m«p been piepaied lor the w^mef 

(e) Are the Government oonsidming Uie desirabilitf el lilciaif delly 
ilipe for ite eonpletion? 



ji qTrmmm, [lem ujmm, 

Thi AtIuitfJ fir AtOiLKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (t) Exe- 

cutixe Engineer, Khnlna IKvision. 

(u) The invefitigatioB was stopped owing to financial stringenoy 
and shortage of stafif. 

(in) Four years. 

(h) Yes. 

(e) No steps can be taken until the financial situation improves. 

Mailivi EYED MAJID BAKfHs Will the Hon’ble Member be 
plerised to state when the period of financial stringency in the Irrigation 
Department will be over? 

The Hofi'ble AEiadJ fir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I have 

already once answered that question. 

Regietratiofi feet rklieed in Chittagong Division. 

•133. Khan Sahib Maidvi BAZLUL HUQ; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to lay on the ttible a statement showing — 

(0 how many cases of landlords* transfer fees took place in the 
years 1929 and 1930, in respect of transfer of occupancy 
holdings, in the Registration offices in the Chittagong 
Division; and 

(u) what amounts of registration fees were realized in those offices 
in each of the years 1928, 1929 and 1930? 

(b) Has there been any decrease in the amount of such fees in the 
year 1930 in comparison with the amounts realised in the two previous 
years? 

(c) If so, what are the reasons for the decrease? 

(d) Have the Government any information to show that the fall 
is due mainly to the unpopularity of the provisions of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act regarding landlord*s transfer fee in case 
of transfer of occupancy holdings? 

MINISTER In obarge of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blo Mr. Khmji Naibniiildln): («) (i) and 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h)Yes. 

(c) The fall in the amount of fees is due to the fall in the numlier 
«l registrations. 

ii) Ko. 
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referred to in the reply to clauee {a) (i) and {H) of ttartei 
guettion No. 233. 


Number of oaiee of 
landkuYlt* transfer 
fees in remeet of 
transfsr of ooou* 
pency hohiinei. 

Amount ol 
registration 
fees raaML 


Rs. 

.. 

4,81,7SS 

0,032 

4,58,269 

(from *lst April, 1929). 


16,236 

3,28,808 


^Figuroi from lat Januitry, 1929, to 3Ut IfAroh, 1929, are not availiU>le. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble MinUter be 
pleased to state, with re^fard to the amount of landlords’ transfer fees, 
how much refers to the landlords and how much is kept in the hands of 
Government ? 

Tha Hofi’blf Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice. 


Oilloart and Marks on an oxtonsion of torvioo in tho Judioiol Doportmint 
and Civil and Criminal Courts, Aliport. 

M34. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMANS (a) Will the Han’blo 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to stale how 
many officers and clerks are there in the offices of the — 

(t) Judicial Department, and 

(u) Civil and Criminal courts at Alipore, 

who are on an extension of service? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showinir the designation^ age, salary of each of ihoee.offiaera, 
together with the minimum pay of their grade? 

MBMBER In eluu^ of JUDICIAL DIFARTMBNT (tiio Hon'Wo 
Mn W. 0. R. Frontioa): (a) (t) NU. 

(tt) Chvil courts 5, Orhninal eourte 2. 

(b) A statement is laid on the taUo. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (6) of starred question 

No. 134. 


(1) Civil Coubts, Alipoeb. 



Designation. 

Age on 1st March, 
1931. 

Salary 

draw- 

ing. 

Mini* 
mum 
salary 
of the 
grade. 




Rs. 

Rs. 

1. M. Abdul Waoeq 

Nazir, District 

55 years and 1| 

185 

175 


Judge's Court. 

months. 



2. Babu Aswini 

Sheristadar, 1st 

56 years and 10^ 

128 

80 

Kumar Dutt. 

Sub- Judge’s Court. 

months. 



8. Babu Jogesh 

Sheristadar, let 

‘ 66 years and 9^ 

94 

80 

Chandra Qhosh. 

Munsil's Court, 

months. 




Diamond Harbour. 




4. M. Abdul Aziz 

Clerk, 1st Munsif's 

57 years and 5j| 

77 

40 


Court, Diamond 

months. 




Harbour. 




6. Babu Baaanta 

Clerk, Small Causes 

55 years 3 months 

so 

40 

Kumar Purkait. 

Court, Sealdah. 

and 12 days. 




(2) Cbiminal Coxtrts, Alipork. 


Designation. 

Age. 

Salary. 

Grade. 

pay of 
the grade. 

Remarka. 



Ri. 

Ra. 

Ra. 


1, Judicial PbihlKar •« 

About 60 

140 

80--4--140 

80 

Will fetiia on 
lak 

mu 

£• Aaiittant 

57 

68 

a0-~2-.68— 1/t 

15 
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iteiitliiitt on Mtoniion of ttnrioo or fmiro BMijiioti* it foort’ aonrioo 
in tho Local Mf-Govomniinl Dopartmonl. 

Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN i (a) WiU tho Hon’hlo 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pien«i4 
to state how many officers and clerks are there in the Local Self* 
Government Department who are on extension of service or have 
completed 30 years* service? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
gtatement showing against each his designation, age, monthly pay 
and allowances together with the minimum (my of his grade? 

MINISTER in ohorgo of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hofi*blo Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) and (b) A 

statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to cJanses (a) and (b) of starred 
question No. J3»5. 

Assistant on xxtsnsion of Sbbvici. 


1 

Name. 

Dcwignation. 

Age. 

Pay. 

Allow. 

anoe. 

Mini* 
mum 
pay of 
the 
grade. 




Ra. 

Ra. 

Rs. 

Bsbu Joge«h Chandrs 
Roy. 

Head Aiiiiist> 
ant. Public 

Health Branch. 

59 years and 4 
months. 

355 

100 

160 


AsSMTAltTS WHO BATB COIfFLXTBD SO TBABS* SlBVIOn. 





Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Rai Sahib Anukol 
Chandra Mallik. 

Head Aaaiatant, 
LocaJSelf 
Oovermnent 
Branch. 

52 years and 6 
moniha. 

600 

100 

426 

Babtt Atnl Chandra 
’ Ohwii. 

Amiatafit in 

the Hpper 

Divii4o«u Loc«l 
Self^lovera. 
ment Branch. 

62 yeara and 6 
roontha. 

260 


160 
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of miiory in tho Biilyadliirf tpifl aroa. 

M36. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to 
State — 

(t) whether co-operative ^(ihermen’s societies were organised for the 
purpose of taking settlement of the Government fishery in 
the Bidyadhari spill area; 

(it) whether the Superintending Engineer of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment accepted an offer of the co-operative societies to take 
settlement of the wholesale fishery on an annual rental of 
Rs. 15,000; 

(ni) whether an advance deposit was actually put in, at the request 
of the Superintending Engineer, in the office of the Executive 
Engineer ; 

(iv) whether subsequently the Superintending Engineer under orders 

from the Chief Engineer declined to give settlement to the 
co-operative societies; 

(v) whether the fishery was actually settled with other persons 

pending the decision of the Government on the representation 
of the Registrar on behalf of the co-operative societies? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affiimative, will the Hon’ble 
'Meml)er be pleased to state what compensation has been paid to the 
co-operative societies or their promoters for breach of the contract 
to lease the fisheries to them ? 

(c) Have the Government taken any legal advice as to the rights 
of the co-operative societies in the matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of the correspondence relating to the lease of the fishery to the co- 
operative societies? 


Tilt Hoil’bit AllMMlj Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (t) Yet. 

(if) No. The Superintending Engineer agreed to settle the fisheriaa 
with a central society which the Registrar intended to organise. 

(ut) Yes. 

» .(!!') declined to give settlement to any co-operative society^ 
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(-p) The fishery was settled in the ordinary way under the orders 
at Oovemment. 

(h) There was no contract to settle the fisheries with any of the 
societies referred to. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Copies of the orders of Government, dated the 4th April, 1929^ 
end 20th January, 1930, are laid on the taUe. 


Orders referred to in the reply to clause {d) of starred question No, 136* 


No. 1704-1., dated Calcutta, the 4th April, 1929. 

From — H. J. Twynam, Esq., i.c.s., Secretary' to the Government of 
Bengal, Irrigation Department, 

To — The Chief Engineer, Bengal. 

With reference to the correspondence resting with memorandum 
No. 1663, dated 19th March, 1929, from the Superintending Engineer, 
Southern Circle, to your address on the subject of the lease of the 
fisheries in the Bidyadhari spill area to a co-operative society of 
fishermen, I am directed to say that it is understood that the society 
is not a representative one in that it does not include many of the 
fishermen residing in the Salt Lake area. It appears that more than 
100 of these fishermen have protested against the proposed settlement 
of the fisheries with the co-operative society. Further, it is under* 
stood that, although the lease of the fisheries has been put up to annual 
auction, settlement has in practice been made with a few of the resi- 
dent fishermen who have worked the fisheries in association with 
other fishermen. 

2. The object underlying rule 634 of the Bengal Survey and 
Settlement Manual, 19X7, requiring that preference should ordinarily 
be given to a co-operative society of fishermen appears therefore to 
have been practically realised in this case as the lessees have not been 
middlemen against whm the rule is directed. In the circumstances, 
the Governor in Council is of opinion that no change is required in 
the piesmit system of settling the fisheries which should conitnne. 
1 am to add ^at if the Co-operative Department want the lease lor 
a society in future, a fully r^ifesentaiive society of the resident fisher- 
men should be (Hrganised in consultation with the local officers of the 
IfrigathMi Dspertment. 
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Copy of a letter from the Irrigation Department No. 824., daUd 
20th January, 1930, to the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 
Bengal. 

With reference to your letter No. 11232, dated 8th November, 1929, 
regardioj^ the grant of a leaae of fisheries in the Bidyadhari spill area 
to a co-operative society of fishermen, I am directed to state that 
rule 534 of the Bengal Survey and Settlement Manual is meant us a 
guide, but it is not intended that it should be interpreted as a hard 
and fast rule in all circumstances. The fishermen to whom the current 
year’s lease has been given are Government tenants, who do not 
appear to be at present included in the co-operative society. Further, 
it is reported that the existing lessees actually work on a co-operative 
basis and form the majority of the tenants in the Bidyadhari spill area. 
In the circumstances Government consider that prefmence should be 
given to the Government tenants living in the area in the present 
case. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether he has any objection to placing on 
the table the rest of the correspondence relating to the settlement of the 
Government fishery? 

The Hotl’ble AlhatfJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I am afraid 

the rest of the correspondence cannot be laid on the table. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether it is because the rest of the correspondence 
refers to the letter of the Registrar of Co-(»perative Societies to the 
Superintending Engineer and really amounts to a deed of contract? 

Tht Hon'Mt Altiadl Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Certainly 
not. 


Lttn to Dio ogrioulliiritlt of KimiM. 

MS7. Mwlvl SYBO SALALUODIN NASHEMYI (a) Will tbe 
Hon 'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement shouting the quantity 
Jute produced last year separately in three diBerent subdivisiont oT 
the district of Khulna? 
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(b) Will the Hoa’bk Minister be pleased to state whether any, and 
ii so, what amount of loan was advanced to the jute-growers in thd 
Strict of Khulna on account of the abnormal fall in the prices otf 
jute this yearP 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering tha* 
desirability of advancing loan through the ro-operalive societies to 
the distressed agriculturists of Khulna P 

MIHI8TER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE9 
DEPARTMENT (tN Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): (a) 

The estimated total yield of jute» in bales of 400 lbs., in each of the three 
subdivisions of Khulna district in 19-‘W) was — 

Sadar — 23,800 bales. 

Bagerhat — 30,600 bales. 

Satkhira — 64,600 bales. 

(h) No separate figures of tbe loans granted to jute cultivators are 
available, but Ik. 2,500 has been granted as loans under the Agri* 
culturists’ lioans Act this year, and during the last quarter the Central 
Co-operative Banks in the district advanced Rs. 72,04^ through primary 
credit societies to members. The recipients of the above loans mu^ 
have included a large number of jute cultivators. 

(r) The question does not arise. 

Mauivi SYED MAdID BAK8H: AVill the lloirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers that Ks. 2,500 is sufficient for the 
purpose ? 

The Hofi’Mc Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUt: 1 suppose so, but 
this is the special concern of the Revenue Department. 


Dinetar of Puhiio Inatruolion. 

Mas. Mr. iYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEEs (a) Will tbe 
Hon*ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleated 
to state whether the Government have reconsidered the question of 
giving effect to the resolution pasted by this Council urging 
alKdition of the post of Director of Publie Instruction in Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is their finat 
decision in the matter? ^ 

(e) II the decision is to retain the post, will it be pennanently 
filled upP 
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(d) Will the Hon'ble Miaister be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to appoint to the post an officer not 
belonging^ to the Edncation Department of the Government of Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge Of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tN HoiPbIt 
Mr. Khwaja NaiiimNMin): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) It has been filled up permanently. 

id) No. 

MauIvi 8YED MAdID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the present incumbent will never retire? 

The Hon’bie Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think this 
requires any answer. 


Fruit oulture. 

MSS. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the department 
to educate people to get a better supply of fruit trees, fruits and also 
to enable them to get a better market? 

The Hon*bli Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: Extensive work on 
fruit is being done by the Agricultural Department at Kalimpong and 
throughout Darjeeling district. The extent of this can be judged by 
^e fact that in 1929-30 over 750 fruit trees of various sorts (seedlings, 
layers, grafts, etc.), excluding seeds, and over 3,000 suckem of pines 
and strawberries were supplied to the public, while numerous demon- 
strations on improved methods of fruit culture are annually held all 
over Darjeeling district by the Superintendent of Agriculture, 
Kalimpong. 

Babu iATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon^ble Minister bo 
pleased to state why Kalimpong and the Darjeeling district has been 
chosen for work in connection with fruit culture when Kalimpong 
particularly is not easily accessible? 

TlM HaiPbla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FARDQUIl Progress in iha 
plains districts has been hampered for want of funds. 
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CommittMi 

•m BlrilNl 8ATIBH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: (a) WiU 

the Hon^ble Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in July or August last Babu 
Jnan Chandra Mazuiudar, b.sc., President, Mymensingh Congress 
Committee, was convicted under section 167, Indian Penal Code, and 
sentenced to imprisonment? 

(h) Is it a fact that during Jnan Babu’s stay in Mymensingh Jail 
as a Division I prisoner in September last, his only son fell seriously 
ill of iliac abscess requiring immediate surgical operation? 

(c) Is it a fact that application was filed by his wife before the 
Additional District Magistrate, Mymensingh, Mr. S. C. Ohatak, for 
permitting Jnan Babu to see his son and consult the doctors about the 
operation ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said Mr. Ghatak granted the application 
permitting Jnan Babu to go to his house in Mymensingh town under 
proper police escort? 

(e) Is it a fact that the said Magistrate also wrote to the Super* 
intendent of Police, Mymensingh, to arrange police escort within three 
days? 

(/) Is it a fact that the police escort was never supplied and Jnan 
Babu was not allowed to see his son? 

(<;) If the answer to (/) is in the afiirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) why the police escort was not supplied to Jnan Babu; and 

(it) why he was not allowed to see his son? 


MEMBER in ohargt of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’bli Mr. 
W. D. R. Prontloo): (a) Yes. 

(b) Babu Jnan Chandra Mazumdar was a Division II prisoner. 
On the drd October, 19*30, a telegram was received from his wife to 
the effect that his son was seriously ill and that an operation wae 
iMoeesary. 

(c) No. The application was made before the District Magistrate 
who sent it to the Additional District Magistrate for disposal. 

(d) No. It was not within his power to do so. The Superintendent 
of Police was consulted and a reference was made to Govenunent. 

(e> No. The Superintendent of Police was ueked whether an eeeoft 
eould he provided between certain dates. 
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(/) Yei. 

{g) (i) and (ii) Arrangements were made for a special interview 
between the prisoner and bis son’s medical attendant. This met the 
requirements of the case, and it was not necessary for the prisoner to 
leave the jail. 

MauSvi SYED MAilD BAKiH: With reference to answer (rJ) will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the 
order was actually issued by the Magistrate y 


The Hon'ble Mr- W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware of that. 


iefempofe Weeving Inslitiiti* 

M41. Rat ialiib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) what amount was sanctioned for the maintenance of Serampore 
Weaving Institute for each of the years 1926 to 1930; 

(it) how many female students are at present on the roll of that 
Institute; 

(in) how many of them are getting stipends from Government and 
at what rate; and 

(it?) liow many of them are getting stipends from local bodies and 
at what rate? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the female section of that Institute is for 
inparting technical training to the poor girls of Bengal? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of improving 
the female section of that Institute? 

The Khan Bahwkir K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) (i), (u), {tit) 

and (iv) A statement is laid on the table. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) Yes, as far as the existing class is concerned. A higher date 
with a few female students wras started some time ago, but as no 
aludenia applied for admission lor three oonsecuitve years the attempi 
to reopen the class was abandoned. : : , ^ . 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clawte {a) of starred question 

No. ML 

(i) Amount sanctioned for the maintenance of Serampore Weaving 


Institute— 



1926-27 

. . Rs. 70,428 

(includes charges for demonstration parties 
since transferred to the direct control of 
the Director) ptus Rs. 6,396 for the 
female industrial classes. 

1927-28 

.. Rs. 77,583 

(includes charges for demonstration parties 
since transferred to the direct control of 
the Director) plus Es. 9,096 for the 
female industrial classes. 

1928-29 

. Rs. 44,276 

(excludes charges for demonstration parties) 
plus Rs. 9,096 for the female industrial 
classes. 

1929-30 

. Rs. 43,986 

(excludes charges for demonstration oarties) 
plus Rs. 9,096 for the female industrial 
classes. 


(it) Number of female students at present on the roll of that 
Institute — 20. 

(m) Number of them getting stipends from Government and the 
rate thereof — 15, at the rate of Rs. 10 each per month. 

(iv) Number of them getting stipends from local bodies and rate 
thereof — 2 (one at Rs. 8 per month, one at Rs. 6 per month). 


Prifiotfial, Covantmant Seliool of Art 

Mast Babil JITENORAtAL BANNERdEEs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Edutaiion Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that, when the vacancy for the pnncipalship of 
the Government School of Art was last advertised in the Press, it was 
laid down as one of the qualifications lor intending candidates that 
they should possess a knowledge of Western painting? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state wheth^ 
Mr. Mukul Chandra De, the |Miesent inoumbeiit of the post^ possesm 
such qualification? 

(<?) If not, why was any exeeption made in his caeeP 

(dy Is it a fact that Mr. Mukul Chandra De possesses special know 
ledge only of the branches of etching and mural painting ? 

(e) Is it a fact that theie is no provision for the teaching of these 
mhj^cta in the Qovenment School of Art f 
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(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table* a atate- 
meat showing — 

(i) the actual teaching work that Mr. Mukul Chandra De now doea 
and has been doing within the laat one year in the Sohool of 
Art; 

(ti) the amount of — 

(1) salary, and 

(2) allowance, 

drawn by him? 

Tha Hofi’Ma Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

(d) No, 

(e) Yes. There is no provision at present for the teaching of etching 
and mural painting in the Government School of Art. 

(/) (i) He takes classes occasionally by batches and gives practical 
demonstration and lecture on fine arts. He spends on an average 10 
to 15 hours in a week on actual teaching. 

(n) He at present draws salaiy of Rs. 850 a month with free quarters 
and no allowance. 

Babu 4ITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: In reply to (o) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any special qualifications 
were laid down at all as necessary for the Principal of the School of Art? 

Tha Hpn*bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what special knowledge of mural painting and etching 
does Mr. De possess? 

Tbi Hoii'bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. De is not an 

expert in mural painting but possesses a general knowledge of all 
painting. He has very good qualifications. For the information of the 
hon’ble member I may state that 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: 1 asked for special 
knowledge. 


Tilt H«il*blt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: He is an expert 
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: UNi 4ITiN0RAI.AI. BANNlMStS I a»ked for 
imowledge. 

TIm Hon’iilo Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDIIIN: A person c^n bo 
an expert and bare special knowledge only in one or two subjects. Mr. 
De has got a very general knowledge of his work. He is very well 
qualified. As far as the rest is concerned 

Balm dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir, I 
want an answer to a specific question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid that is not a point of order; but tho 
Hon'ble Minister may make tiie position more clear if he so desires. 

The Hon’lila Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Academic qualifica- 
tions and teacliing experience; awarded State Scholarship, 1920; studied 
painting and etching in Japan, America and England. Diploma South 
Kensington; 1st Prise Etching and Tempera painting of the Royal 
College of Art ; executed wall decorations for Wembley Exhibition, 1924; 
taught at Bolpur under Dr. Abanindranath Tagore ip 1914 and 1917-18, 
taught at a school at Hampstead; lectured for London County Council. 
Immediately prior to his appointment here he was engaged as follows : — 

1924 — Wembley decorations. 

1925 — Writing his book on Ajanta Caves. 

1920— Private house decorations. 

1927 — Private exhibitions of his work. 

Babu dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: As regards (/) will the* 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate whether Mr. De takes classes every 
day or not? 

Tilt Htn’Mt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: He has no definite 
teaching hours in the time-table and does not systematically arrange for 
tutorial or lecture work. He takes classes as a whole occasionally, witb 
a view to testing the progress and stimulating the work of the students. 
As he goes round the school and finds that particular students indivi- 
dually, or in groups, need instruction he gives either small lectures or 
demonstrations in hatches. He occasionally takes batches of the morw 
prominent pupils and gives them advanced instruction. 

Bate dtTENOBALAL BANNBRdEil Am I to undersiand thak 
be sever gives organised lectures to the daasesf 
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The HOfi’bla Mr. KHWAM NAIIMUOOINs llou%h member k 
direct in hig assumption. 

Babu illTENORALAL BANNERtlEE: Then the Hon'ble Minister 
agrees that there is no provision for teaching the subjects in which the 
Principal is qualified 

The Hofi’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not agree. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA. Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the students 
•do not benefit by this kind of teaching? 

Thf Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The Governing Body 
went into the question and made no further recommendation. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: (Inaudible in the Reporters* gallery.) 

Tht Hoffl’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Before this there was 
much laxity in discipline and Mr. De has taken steps to enforce 
•discipline. 


Chairman, District Board, Mymansingh. 

*143. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
4i>e pleased to state — 

(i) what are the circumotances which led to the resignation of the 
last-appointed chairman of the district board of Mymen- 
singh of his office of chairmanship of the said board ; 

(ft) whether the said resignation was voluntary or forced upon him 
by the Government; 

(lit) what are the reasons for setting up the District Magistrate of 
Mymensingh as the chairman of the said board instead of 
appointing some other competent non-official member of the 
board as its chairman; 

(it;) why the system of election in the case of filling up the vacancy, 
in the office of the chairman of the Mymensingh district 
board was not followed when the said office last fell vicant 
by the resignation of its appointed chairman; and 

(o) how long the Government intend to follow up this ^stem of 
appointment in the office of the chatiman of the 
•Ingh ^sivici hoardP 
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(6) the Hon’ble Minister aware that an intense f^iingr of repeat* 
ment prerails in the minds of the public of the Mpnensingh district, 
for the withdrawal of the right of election of chairman from its dis- 
trict board? 

(c) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that the pi'esent official chairman 
has reiy little time to spare for the administration of the district board ^s 
affairs? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the administration of the 
district board is practically being nm by its vice-chairman? 


Tha Han’toia Mr. BidOY PRAMO SINGH ROYS (a) (i) A copy of 
the chninnan's letter of resignation is placed on the table. 

(li) llesignntiou was teiideiecl voluntarily on the suggestion of local 
officers that the rbainnan’s absen<‘e from Mymensingh through ill- 
health interfered with the duties of his office on the district board. 

(Hi) This appeared to he the most convenient arrangement pend- 
ing the elections which are to he held this year. 

(ir) See (Hi). 

(v) Government are unable to anticipate orders to he passed in the 
future under section 29 (J) of the l/ocul Self-Oovernment Act. 

<h) Xo. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 


Letter referred to in the aiuiter to clause (o) of starred queition No. 143. 

Dated Calcutta, the IGth December, 1930. 

From — Lieut. S. M. IIosaix, Chairman, District Board, Mymensingh, 

To — ^The Secretar>' to the Government of Bengal, Local »Self-Governp 
rnani Department. 

(Through the District Magistrate, Mymensingh.) 

1 have the honour to resign my Chairmanship of the Mymensingh 
districts board to which position I was appointed by Government. 

1 have been very ill during the last month and a half and 1 have 
only just recovered. My health is not yet good and it will not be 
possil^ for me to do justice to my work with bad health. 


3 
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I have the honour therefore to request that my resignation may 
be accepted and a successor appointed in my place. 

Further I may kindly be infoimed to whom I should make over 
charge. 

MiUlvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: With respect to 
answer (r) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he con« 
siders as Minister of the Local Self-Government Department, it is 
correct that this system should be continued? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government has 
given very careful consideration to the subject before coming to a 
decision. 

Miulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJl: Does the Hon’ble 
Minister propose to hold an inquiry and see whether there is not strong 
resentment in the district of Mymensingh with respect to the election of 
chairman ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government do 
nqt- consider it necessary to hold an inquiry. 

MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether after the elections are over the members of the 
district board are allowed to elect their own chairman 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That question 
does not arise now. 


Water oommimioations in Tangail subdivision. 

M44. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJl: Will the 
Hon’ bio Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased 
to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
improve general communications by water in the Tangail subdivision 
of the MymensingU district? . 

The tibn’bie AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: A sum of 

Hs. 11,248 haa been provided in the Budget Estimate for 1931-32 for 
the improvement of the Lohajang river in the Tangail subdivision of 
the Mymensingh district. If the amount is voted by the Council, the 
work will be taken up next hnancial year. 
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M4S, Khwi MIb M&ulvi BAZLUL HUQs Will the Hoa^ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be plea®<^l to state — 

(/) what is the total number of ministerial olficers in the offices of 
the High Court of Calcutta; and 
(u) how many of them are Moslems}^ 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRfNTICBl (i) 350. 

(It) 40. 


Water«hyaeinth in iiti Btngil. 

•146. RatgihibAKSHOY KUMAR SBHs io) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken by the (Government for 
enulicating the water-hyacinth jiest from the districts of Eastern 
Bengal ? 

(h) Is there any scheme in contemplation of (t<jvernment for the 
clearance of water-hyacinth ? 

ic) If so, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state the 
nature and outline of the scheme? 

(//) Are the (loveniment ccmsidering the desirability of eradicating 
water-hyacinth from Eastern Bengal districts? 

The Hon’ble Khtn Sthadur K. C. M. FAROQUIl (a) A state- 
ment giving the information asked for is laid on the table. 

(5), (c) and (</) The meml>er is referriwi to the answer to part (a) 
of the question. 

Statement referred to in the reply to ctauee (a) of starred questlors 
AV. 146 (firing information as to the steps taken for eradicating 
the waterdiyacinth pest. 

The problem of combating water-hyacinth menace has been engag- 
ing the attention of Government for a long time* Efforts have been 
made both by Government and local bodies to devise means of effectively 
dealing with the pest hut without appreciable results. As far back 
m 1921 a committee with Sir J. C. Bose as president was appointed to 
inquire into the spread of water-hyacinth in Bengal and to suggest 
measures for its eradication as a result of a resolution moved in this 
Council. There was, however, a lack of unanimity in the Committee's 
report on the important question of the measures to be taken for the 
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eradication of the pest. Govemmeiti, as then advised, decided to make 
an exi)eriment with a spray invented by one Mr. Griffiths who demon- 
strated it before the committee. Experiments were accordingly 
carried out with the spray, but it was eventually decided to discontinue 
the experiment as the spray could not be satisfactorily used on a dense 
muss or extensive area of water-hyacinth. 

In 1925 u special officer was appointed. In his final report the 
special officer urged legislation. Meanwhile research into the life- 
history of water-hyacinth was undertaken by Dr. P. Bruhl with the 
help of Government grants, but this was almndoned. In July, 192T, 
a conference of non-officials and officials was held at Dacca in which 
the question of legislation was considered. In August, 1928, a reso- 
lution was moved iu Council that Government undertake legislation 
for the eradication of w’ater-hyacinth. The then Hon’ble Minister 
(Nawab Muslian*uf Hosain, Khan Bahadur) pointed out the complexity 
of the ‘problem and fully explained the difficulty of legislation. He 

concluded by stating so far as legislation by Government 

is concerned it will be rather difficult for them to do so. If any non- 
official member will bring forward any legislation in this Council 
Government will receive it with sympathy and give it due considera- 
tion." In 1929 a non-official member gave notice of a Bill which 
finally lapsed on resignation being tendered by the member. 

The Royal Commission on Agriculture in India also recommended 
that the water-hyacinth problem in Bengal should l)e dealt with by 
legislation ; but at the same time they considered it open to doubt 
whether legislation prescribing the destruction of water-hyacinth, or 
measures to prevent its spread such as the construction of storage 
ixiunds or floating fences, would prove more than a palliative. They, 
therefore, recommended that the formulation of a programme for 
research on this pest should be one of the first questions to be taken 
up by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. This Govern- 
ment generally agreed that legislation was necessary-, but adhered to 
the opinion that legislation by Government would be a difficult matter 
in the circumstances prevailing in this province. Government still 
adhere to this opinion, but they would be prepared to receive with 
sym {lathy, and give due consideration to, any Bill which any non- 
official member may bring forward. Government also await the 
■discovery of an economical method of effectively eradicating the pest 
as a result of research already initiated at the instance of ti^ Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research. 

Oft NARBtH OHANOKA SEN GUPTA: May I know when I may 
expect an answer to a question put long ago in regard to the co-operative 
societies? 

(No answer.) 
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Caiicihi. 

•lOOA. Babu J ATI NORA NATH BAtU: Will the Hon ble 

Member in <‘harjfe of the Political Department l>e pleased to state— 

(/) What steps have Wen and are intended to be taken by the 
Government of Benjral to ffive effect to the terms of the agree- 
ment discussed between Hia Excellency liord Ii-witi and 
Mahatma fWndhi and approved of by tlie (Jovernnieiit of 
India and publislied on the 5th of March, 19*n f 
{'J) AA hat are the Ordinances in force in Bengal which have been 
withdrawn after 5th of March, llKIlf* 

(.>) What steps have been taken to release persons detained under the 
Bengal (’riminal Law Amendment ActH 
(4) How many persons convicted in connection with the civil disobe- 
dience movement have Iveen released in Bengal F 
( >) How many (o) |>ersonH detained under the Bengal Triminal 

and (h) persons convicted in coniiecdion with the civil 
disobe<lience movement, are still in detention F 

(tf) W Iiether it is intended to release the persons referred to in (J)F 
If so, whenF 

Tfii Hon-ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (/) On the 5th Marcd., 
before the issue of the statement by tlie Governor (general in (’ouncil, the 
local Government issued a c ircular to all district officers warning them 
that in the event of a settlement one of the first steps to take would W 
the release of all civil disohedieme prisoners except those convicted of 
ia) offences involving violence, and (h) offences involving 
incitement to violence, and asking them to examine at once 
the cases of all [irisoners convic ted in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement and still suffenng imprisonment. Instructioua 
were also given as to landing cases on similar lines. Later on the same 
<ky telegraphic cmlers were received from the Government of India on 
the same subject, and the statement itself was received on the 6th. On 
the 6th the Government issued telegraphic instructions to jail superin- 
^1^^*** officers to start releasing, after the 7th, civil dis- 

obedience prisoners to whose release there was no objection, and release* 
actuaUy commenced from the 8th March. Telegraphic carders were also 
msu^ (fn the 6th March to withdraw pending cases except those tlmt 
involved violence or incitement to violence. On the next day order* 
we issued by letter to all District Magistrates forwarding a copy of 
the statement and ordering that the instructions of the Government of 
India should be carried out without delay. 
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On the 7th March also in a Gazette Extraordinary all notifications 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, were withdrawn, and 
orders were issued on the same date that no further action under these 
notifications was to be taken and any pending proceedings were to be 
dropped. 

On 10th March, on receipt of a copy of the Government of Indians 
Hepealing Ordinance, orders were issued to district officers to relinquish 
possession of places notified under Ordinance IX. 

As regards additional police, orders w'ere issued on 7th March by 
telegram to report at once whether it w'as possible to withdraw them, 
and, if so, when. No collection of tax on this account has been made 
«ince the local officers received the orders. 

Orders w'ere issued on Gth and 7tb March withdrawing cases pending 
under the Legal Practitioners’ Act and for the withdrawal of prohibi- 
tory orders for rennssion of unrealised fines and for return of movable 
property which has been seized : and for refund of security deposited 
xinder the Press Ordinance No. X of 19*10. 

District officers and the police have been informed of the orders of 
the Government of India as regards the private manufacture of salt. 

(2) Ordinances Nos. IX, X and XI. 

(J) None, as the direct result of the statement which only relates to 
activities directly concerned with the civil disobedience movement. 
But, as a matter of ordinary routine, the cases of all detenus are 
constantly being considered with a view to modifying the orders in 
force. 

(4) From reports received up to the 10th March, 1931, 1,001 men 
and 27 women have been released. 

(5) and (6) (a) From reports received up to the IGth March, 1931, 
-there are 409 persons so detained, (h) Full reports have not yet been 
received but approximately 120 — 130 persons are still under detention. 

As regards the release of persons detained under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, ride the answer to (5); as regards (b), Govern- 
ment are examining all these cases and w-ill relea.se any who come 
within the terms of the settlement, that is, any who were convicted in 
connection with the civil disobedience movement for offences which did 
not involve violence other than technical violence or incitement to such 
Tioleuce, 

d-dO p.m. 

1«|HI illTeNDRALAL BANNERJEE: Do the prisoners convicted 
under section 124A come imder the category of violent prisoners ojf n<m- 
-riolent prisoners and are they to be released,^ 
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Tilt Htii’lllt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: All the canes imder section 
124A are sanctioned by Government. The records of all these cases are 
being examined as quickly as possible. As regards the cases connected 
vrith the civil disobedience movement, orders have already been issued. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Have the district officers 
been given absolute discretion in regard to tite release of prisoners P 


The Htffi*bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the district officers have 
any doubt in regard to any cases they may refer them to Government 
for orders. Otherwise they have full discretion. 


MtulYi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I inquire whether 
Sri jut Satish Chandra Chakra varti convicted under section 124A 
will be released or not? 


The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I do not know 

the case and I must ask for notice (»f tlie question. 

Matlivi 8YED MAdlD BAK8H* Is the Hon 'Me Member aware that 
technical violence is also included within tlie terms of agreement? 

The Hen’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes. 


Meulvi 8YED MAdlD BAK8H: Are the Government going to 
release* pri.Honers convicted of technical violence? 


The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE: Government have already 
passed orders. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble M6ml>er 
aware that there has been a delay of so much as 10 days in releasing 
certain prisoners? 

The Hon’hie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. There have been prisoners 
in 26 districts numbering thousands; and it is a wonder that it has not 
taken a longer time I 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether all the prisoners who have been released 
from the Presidency Tail and the Dum Dum Special Jail have been 
provide with travelling allowances to go back to their native places? 

Tim HM»hlt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That was a matter for the 
jail officers. 
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{nmmn to whioh wofo laid on Uio tablo). 

Cultivatioii of JutOi 

82. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the Honble 

iiiister in charj^e of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
^ased to state the progress of the propaganda already carried out by 
pi Government for restriction of the cultivation of jute? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of canning 
t more projyaganda work just before the sowing of jute seeds? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
inister be pleased to state the exact method which is in the contem- 
'ition of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) A leaflet 

the subject was widely distributed last year through local officers, 
lother leaflet urging the cultivators not to sow with jute more than 
I per cent, of the area sown with jute in the past season has also 
med recently. A leaflet published by the Director of Agriculture, 
ggesting cr(>i>s which can be substituted for jute, has abo been 
stributed os widely as |K)ssible. 

Copies of the leaflets are placed on the Library table for the infor- 
[ition of members. 

(b) a*nd (r) As the jute s(»wing season is now commencing it does 
►t seem necessary or possible for Government to adopt any further 
ensures l>eyond taking stei)s to ensure that the ]>amphlets recently 
sued reach the cultivators in due time. This is being done through 
e agenty of kxal officers and such non-official organisations as are 
ailable for the purpose. 


Minititrlai olllonrs in the FftMenoar GnIItgn. 

83. Miulvi 8YCD MAdID BAK8H: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
mister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
le table a statS^ment showing — 

(i) the present number of ministerial officers in the Presidency 
College, Calcutta, in the grade in which maximum amoant 
of pay is more than Bs. IQO per month; and 
(n) how many of them are Mussalmans? 
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{b) Will the Hon’bl© Minister be pleased to state*-* 

(i) bow many posts of non-teacbing assistants are there in tbo 
Presidency College, Calcutta; 

(h) the scale of pay of the posts; and 
(iii) bow many of them are held by Mussalmaus? 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate whether Govern* 
ment circulars fixing the jiercentage of Moslems in the sendees under 
Government are in the usual way forwarded to the Pi'esidency Collego 
authorities ? 

(d) Is there any Goveniment order that Moslems are not to bo 
recruited in the higher scale of laiy both in non-teaching and minis* 
terial sendees? 

{e) Is it a fact that a Mussalman graduate has been appointed in 
the ministerial staff (College Library) at the rate of Rs. 40 per 
month ? 

(/) Is it a fact that these appointments and leave of these officers 
(both non-teaching and ministerial) are sanctioned first by or through 
the Governing Bcsly of the College and then sent to the Government 
for approval? 

(g) Will the Hon'ble Minister be plense<l to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last four years the number of times Hindu 
candidates were apiK)inted to officiate when Moslem employees of 
different classes took leave? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: (a) {i) 7. 

(ti) None. 

(6) (0 9. 

(i7) 2 in the scale of Rs. 75 — 5 — 200 and 7 in the scale of Rs. 50 — 
5—150. 

(m) Nil. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yea. 

(/) The appointment and leave of non-gasetted officers beloagingr 
to scales the minimum pay of which does not exceed Rs. 100 per 
month, rest with the Governing Body, and cases in which the minimuiit 
pay exceeds Rs. 100 are disposed of by the Director of Publte tnsifuc* 
tion on Ihe recommendation of the Governing Body. The approval 
ci Govemment is not necessary. 

(g) No Hindu was appointed to officifta when Moelem employee^ 
of different classes took leave during the lost four years. 
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Mttllvi SYED MAJID BAKSHs With reference to answers (a) (i) 
and (ii) and (5) will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state how 
many of these (inaudible in the Reporters' gallery). 

Tha Hoil’bla Mfi KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINs As has been pointed 
out in answer (f) posts carrying a minimum salary of Rs. 100 are filled 
by the Governing Body. Government only look into the question of 
posts that carry a salary of Rs. 400. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAK8H; Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not within the power of the Hon’ble 
Minister to look into these appointments.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Government exercise 
general supervision over these appointments. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government control the constitution of the 
Governing Body? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Of course the constitu- 
tion of the Governing Body is controlled by Government. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is taking steps to see that there 
is proper representation on the Governing Body? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Government will 
consider this question. 


Admission of a child named Holla in the Medical College Hospital. 

84. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of t^je Local Self-Government Department aware that a child 
named Halla, aged about three years, suffering from extensive burns 
of a serious nature of the lower parts of his body, was sent to the 
Medical College Hospital at 7-30 p.m., 9th October, 1929, i.e., 
immediatoly after the mishap took place, was refused admission into the 
Gollege Hospital till 9-15 a.m. the following day, and he died 
thereafter? 

(b) Is it a fabt that with all importunities on the part of the child’s 
guardian, the child was rendered only some help by the doctor of Hie 
Observation room and was kept in the waiHng room till late next 
morning? 
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(c) Is it a fact tkat no nurse nor any physician neither any surgeon 
efver stepped in to look into the condition of the child, and nothing was 
done to the child beyond putting up a bandage before no less than 14 
hours elapsed? 

(d) Is it a fact that the doctor then on duty has since scored out 
the entiy^ in the register sheet and put do arn remarks of his own 
therein ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the guardian of the child applied for a chart 
of the case on the 3rd December, 1929 ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why no chart has yet been funiished to 
him? 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (b) The 

child was not refused admission, but was admitted in the Emergency 
ward owing to shortage of beds and given necessary treatment. 

(c) The child was proi'>erly dressed and attended to so far as con- 
ditions in the Emergen(;y room i^ermitted. 

(d) The history sheet of the case does not contain any alteration. 
The Admission register contains a note of the transfer of the case from 
the Emergency room to the Children's ward. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Hospital jw[)ers are not sent out outside the hospital. 


Tuburoulosii amongst sohool boys. 

85. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Education Deijurtmeiit be pleased to state— 

(t) what gte[w, if any, have been taken to stop examinees and 
school children drinking from the same glass; 

(it) what steps, if any, have Wn taken to find put how many 
boys and girls studying in schools are either suffering from 
or 8us]iected of having tuberculosis in their system; and 
(m) what steps, if any, have been taken to isolate them and 
arrange for their necessary treatment ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
other steps regarding the training of school boys in the art of preven- 
tion of tuberculosis have been taken except those that were already 
tak e n before the questioner moved a token cut motion in the Council 
on the 26th March, 1930? 
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TM Hiil’Me Mr. KHWMA NAIIMUDillNl (a) (t) None. 
Governmeni consider this may be left to the discretion of school and 
examination authorities. 

(ii) The only step taken is the preparation of a scheme for the 
medical examination of students in Government high schools and 
senior madrasahs. This scheme awaits the provision of funds. 

(ni) None. 

(b) No other steps. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to answer 
(h) will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken by the Government in connection with this training? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I must ask for notice. 

Mr, 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the amount of funds required for carrying out the 
scheme mentioned in (a) (/i)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Libraries. 

88. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether any instructions are given at the Teachers’ Training College 
or traiikiug schools to the teachers for the proper conduct of the school 
libraries ? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the course of 
instruction ? 

(c) If no courses of instruction are prescribed, are the Government 
considering the desirability of making suitable arrangements for 
holding classes on library science at these institutions ? 


Tht HM’blf Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) TVainiiig colleges and schools are intended to train teachefe 
only, not professional librarians. Government do not consider any 
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instruction in library science beyond what is griven by way of general 
instruction in the use of the school libraiy' is possible under the 
existing curricula. 

MUNINDRA DCS RAI MANA8AI: With reference to answer (<•) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
special rule prescribed for the mauageiiieiit of school library within«the 
curriculum and will Government consider the question of this training P 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It will he considered. 


Contaatad suits in Civil Courts at Barisal. 

87. Mauivi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: Will the Hon ble Meml)er 
in charge of Judicial Deiwirtment l)e pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the numl)er of (contested suits disposed of in the different 
munsif courts at Barisal in the years 1929 and 1930, separately? 

Tha Hon’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICi. A statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 87, showing 
the number of suits decided after contest by the different munsifs at 
Barisal during the years 1929 and 1980, 


Number of suite 

Name of Court. decided after contest in— 




1920. 

1030. 

Htmsif, let Court, Seder 


101* 

56* 

Muneif, 2nd Court . . 


SSf 

not 

Muneif, 3rd Court . . 


360 

335 

Huneif, 4tb Court . . 


262 

306 

Maneif* 5th Court . . 


474 

316 

Munetf, SUk Court . . 


414 

364 

Muneif* 7th Court . . 


265 

270 

Total 


1,964 

1.676 


^TUs rnmbM alto jwMktod over the Central Court aiiefa «r paeU sidta wees dealt witJi, 
fTbe mttmU deale with euite valued ebove Re. 1*000 up to Be. S*000. 
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Himliis aiKl MuHainmiilaiit in the Impioting iUlf of tho 
Eduoation Dopartmont 

88. SoUi HUNUMAN PROSAD POODARs WiU the Hoa’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the^ table a statement showing for each division of this Presidency — 

(i) the present number of Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors of 
Schools — 

(1) Hindu, 

(2) Muhammadan; 

(i?) the present number of District Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools — 

(1) Hindu, 

(2) Muhammadan; and 

(itV) the present number of the inspecting staff exclusively for 
supervision of Muhammadan edxication, namely, of such 
institutions as maktabs, madrasahs, etc. (the number of 
Hindu and Muhammadan officers to be shown separately) ? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid 
on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No, 88, 


(0 



Inspectora of Schools. 

Second or Additional 
Inspectors of Schooto. 

Assistant Ini^jeo- 
tors of Schools for 

Education. 


Hindu. 

Muiuun- 

mndan. 

Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan. 

Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan. 

Pro«idenoy Divi«i»n 
Burdwan DiviaiOli 
]>«oo« Bivition 
Rajfhahi Division 
CSiiUagong Division 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

NU 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Nil 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totia 

2 

3 

a 

6 

KU 

3 
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{«*) 



District Inspectors of 
Schools. 

Sub-Inspectors of 
Scho^. 


Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan. 

Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan* 

pTMidency Divicion 

S 

1 

26 

24 

Burdwan Division 

5 

1 

39 

11 

Dacca Divinon 

2 

2 

29 

87 

Rajshahi Division 

5 

3 

18 

28 

Chittaj|;cmg Division 

2 

2 

12 

(including S 
Buddhists) 

28 

Total 

19 

9 

124 

118 


(Hi) 

Foe Muhammadan Education. 



Assistant 
InsmK'tors 
of ^hools 
for Muham- 
madan 
Education. 

Special Sub- 
Inspectors 
of ^hools. 

Assistant 
Sub-Inspec- 
tors of 
Schools* 

Inspecting 
Maul vis. 

1 

1 "^ 

d 

II 

1 


1 

II 

Presidmioy Diviskm 

11 

i 

NU 

2 

11 

2 

H 

6 

Burdwan Dtvisiou 

HI 

1 

NU 

3 

HI 

Nil 

HI 

1 

Daoea Divinon 

HI 

1 

Nil 

3 

HI 

Nil 

HI 

NU 

Kaisfaahi Dhisicm 


1 

KU 

2 

HI 

NU 

HI 

KU 

Cluttagai^ Dtviskm 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

8 

n 

KU 

Bl 

KU 

Total 

Nil 

6 

KU 

13 

KU 

2 

KU 

JT 
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QuMltofi of grant to the olaain aohooli yndor tho monagio* 

mont of tho Hinin llolM t ooiol y i 

89. ioUi HUNUMAN PROfAD PODOAR: (a) WOl the Hon ble 

Hinister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to on 
the table copies of correspondence that have passed between the 
Secretary, Hindu Relief Society, and the Education Department, 
regarding Government grant to the depressed classes schools under the 
management of the Society? 

(h) Is it a fact that the kSociety is conducting fifteen free primary 
schools in Calcutta for the benefit of the boys of the depressed classes 
in the busfee area of the city for the last four years? 

(c) Is it n fact that the Society has been in correspondence with 
the Government for the last three years for grants to the schools? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government Inspectors of Schools have 
Tisited the schools several times and have expressed themselves as 
being thoroughly satisfied with the management of the schools? 

(e) Is it a fact that the conditions precedent to the sanctioning of 
grant as proposed by the Education Department were accepted by the 
Society last year? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of fulfilling 
the promise made last year of providing for the grant in the budget of 
the forthcoming year? 


The Hen’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No: permission 
to publish has not been given by the Society and it is not considered 
necssseiiy to ask for such permission. 

(b) The number varied from 13 to 15 during the past four years. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) Two iohools have been inspected and were found fairly well 
managed. 

(e) Jm, 

(/) No proB^se was made. The Society was informed that if and 
^^ben funds could be found, a grant would only be possible on certain 
cnndiiioBB. The Society was subsequently informed that it was un- 
likelv that funds would be available in next rear’s budaet. 
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m. fflai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERiih (a) Will the 
Ho^’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a comparative statement showing — 

(i) the names, position and salaries of the ministerial oflidfrs in 
classes lY and Y of the Subordinate Educational Service 
prior to the reorganisation; 

(n) the salaries they received in accordance with the Government 
resolution No. 119Edn,, dated the 13th January, 1923; and 

(Hi) the position they now hold and the salaries they now receive? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why measures 
have not yet been adopted to redress the grievances of those ministerial 
officers of the old Subordinate Educational Sendee who have been 
adversely affected by the reorganisation sanctioned in 1921? 

TIm Hofl’Mo Mr. KHWAdA NAZiMUDDINs (a) (t) (ti) A 
statement is laid on tlie table. 

(h) Governpient are nuh aware of any grievance. 
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Guru-trainiiig Mioolt. 

t1. Mh HUNUMAN PROSAO PODDARt WUl the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to ley on 
the table a statement showing — 

(t) the present number and location of the gum-training scliools 
in each of the five divisions of tlie province ; 

(ii) the number of teachers that have passed out of them in each 
year from 1926 up to 1930 (the number of Hindu and 
Muhammadan teachers to be shown separately); 

(Hi) the amount of money spent for the maintenance of the schools 
during the said period; and 

Hv) the amount of money paid to the teachers as stipends during 
their period of training in the aforesaid period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (t), (it), (Hi) and 
A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No, 91 , 


(0 

Present nxjmber and location of Gurd-training Schools, 


Presidency Division : Total number of schools — 32. 


24-Parganas — 

1. Banspole (Moallim), 

2. Basirhat. 

3. Barasat. 

4. Diamond Harbour. 

5. Iswarigacha. 

6. Jadavpore. 

7. tToynagar. 

8. Kulpi. 

Kadia — 

1. Erishnagar. 

2. Debagram. 

3. Eamalapur. 

4. Krishnaganj. 

5. Palasipara. 

6. Bamnagar. 

Morshidabad — 

1. Berhampore. 

2. Mandi. 


Murshidabed — 

3. Protapganj, 

4. Malihati. 

5. Manigram. 

Khulna — 

1. Khulna. 

2. Bagerhat (Moallim). 

3. Daulatpur. 

4. Kalaroa. 

5. Raipara. 

Jessore — 

1. JVssore. 

2. Ghatboar. 

3. Magura. 

4. Mahanpnr. 

3. Nilganj 

6. Hawapara (Moallim). 

7. Eupganj. 

8. TTmedpvr, 



QUJBSj'IQirs. [igth Umm, 

Burdwan Dmeion: Total number of 8cbools~-2d. 


Burdwan — 


Midnapore — 


1. Burdwan. 

2. Ealna. 

3. Eatwa. 

4. Mitbani. 

Birbbum — 

1. Suri. 

2. Bolpur. 

3. Nalhati. 

Bankura— 

1. Bankura Central. 

2. Visbimpur. 

3. Sonamukhi. 

4. Sarenga (aided). 


1. Midnapore Central. 

2. Bhubeneawaipur. 

3. Nimtala. 

4. Garbbetah. 

5. Gorodoro. 

6. Amambi. 

7. Bbimpur (Government aided). 
Hoogbly— 

1. Hoogbly (Moallim). 

2. Nalikul. 

3. Ilsoba. 

4. Gogh at. 

Howrah — 

1. Aintala. 


Dacca Division : Total number of schools — 13. 


Dacca — 

1. Dacca. 

2. llaipura. 

3. Munsbiganj. 

4. Manikganj. 

liymensingb — 

1. Mymensittgh. 

2. Eisboreganj, 


Mymensingb— 

3. Jamalpur. 

4. Tangail. 

Faridpur — 

1. Faridpur. 

2. Madaripur. 

Bakarganj — 

1. Sagardi. 

2. Patuakbali. 

3. Medua. 


Chittagong Division : Total number of schools—^. 

Tippera — Chittagong— 

1. ComilU. 1 . CHttagong. 

2. Aligtnj. , 

Kottkhali— 

1. KoiJcli«Ii. 

S. F«ni (MoalU;^ 
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RajshaKi Division : Total number of schools~~13. 


Bajababi — 

Kangpur — 



1. Boalia. 

2. Nilpba^ari. 


2. Naogaon. 

3. Gaibandha. 


3. "Katore (Moallim). 

Bogra — 



Dinajpnr — 

1. Bogra. 



1 . Dinajpnr. 

Pabna — 



2. Thaknrgaon. 

1 . Pabna. 



Jalpai^ri — 

M^ldar- 



1. Jalpaignri. 

1. Malda. 



Rangpur — 

Darjeeling — 



1. Kurigram. 

1. Kalimpong (aided). 


(tt) 

e 


NaMBBR OF Teachers passed out. 



Presidency Division. 



Year. 

Hindus. Muhammadans. 

1926 


84 

50 

1927 


71 

66 

1928 


76 

68 

1929 

. . 

122 

86 

1930— Result not yet out. 




Burdwan Division. 



1926 


267 

39 

1927 

. . 

270 

47 

1928 


243 

64 

1929 


306 

66 

1930 — Result not yet out. 




Dacca Division. 



1926 


91 

233 

1927 


96 

230 

1928 


82 

198 

1929 


82 

237 

1930 

Chittagong Division. 

98 

211 

1926 


36 

83 

1927 


29 

82 

1928 


61 

103 

1929 


68 

114 

1930 

Rajshahi Division. 

46 

127 

1926 


63 

113 

1927 


72 

162 

1928 


88 

186 

•1929 


110 

328 

1930 — ^Resolt not yet out. 



NJS. — the Raishehi Division Indian Christians passing from the 

KaHnmoog Aided 

Training Sobooi have been ahoim under tibe heading Hindus. (SeiMrate aguies art 


not AVttikble.) 
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(iii) 

Cost of MAiNTEirAHCE. 

19S6-2T— Es. 3,62,106. 1928-29— E*. 3,86,647. 

1927-28— Rs. 3,76,723. 1929-3a-R«. 4,13J79. 


(ip) 

ExPKNmrtTXB in Stipends. 

1926- 27— Rr. 1,69,106. 1928-29— Rs. 1,96,247. 

1927- 28— Jls. 1,83,820. 1929-30— Rs. 2,08,450. 


CIsrkt of tho teiigii Tinniiv InstHuto. 

82. Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minietw 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the present number of clerks, 
with their pay, of the Bengal Tanning Institute P 

(b) Is it a fact that they have been working on a temporary basis 
since their appointment? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government have decided to place them on 
a permanent footing? If so, when? 

(i) Aim there any difficulties in making them permanent imme- 
diately? 

(e) If so, what are they? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the difficulties with effect from the next financial year? 

Tht Hcii*blt Khm tahadur 1C. G. M. FAROQUlS (a) Four, vii.— 

Head cleA— Rs; 80 6 120 per mensem. 

Cashier— Rs. 46—45—6/2—100 per mensem. 

Two clerks-Rs. 40-45-5/2—100 per mensma. 

(5)Tes. 



19|P QUESTIOP. 6ft. 

(e) Yes, as soon as funds are available. 

Yes. 

(e) Present financial stringency. 

(f) Not possible. 


PiMis in Rangpur wNre oertilloate earn of the Kasimliaiar Raj 
Wards astata are AM. 

18. Kail EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that in all districts except Rangpur, certificate fases are filed and 
dealt with in the district or subdivisional headquarters accoiding as 
the wards estate manager's or the requiring officer* s' headquarters are 
situated at the sadar or subdivision P 

(6) Is it a fact that this system is in piactice in the districts of 
Nadia, Midnapore, Burdwan and Tippera? 

(c) Is the Hon*ble Meml)er aware that the headquarters of the two 
superintendents, who are the requiring officers of the Kasimbasar Raj 
Wards estate, are situated at Kurigram and TTlipur within the jurisdic- 
tion of Eurigram subdivision and the lands comprised in the Baharband 
pargana are situated within the jurisdiction of Kurigram and Gaibandha 
subdivisions? 

(d) Is it a fact that the certificate cases filed by the said requiring 
officers are dealt with at the Rangpur sadar, instead of the subdivi- 
sional headquarters of Kurigram and Gaibandha within the local 
limits of jurisdiction in which the lands (to which the certificate dues 
relate) are situated? 

(e) If so, what steps, if any, have the Government taken or do the 
Government contemplate taking to remove the grievances of the tenants 
of Baharband pargana of the Kasimbasar Raj Wards estate? 

The Hen^ Hr PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl (a) No. 

(b) There is no such uniform system. A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

(e) No steps are considered necessary as the matter has been inquired 
into by the Hon’ble Member of the Board of Revenue who found that 
tibere was no real grievance. 
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Statement referred to in the amwer t6 claim (b) efunttarred 
question No, 98, 


District. 


Situation of the Wards Estates 
Managers or Requiring 
Officers' headquarters. 


Place where the oertifloates 
are filed. 


Bordwan 


Midnapoie 


Nadia 

Tippera 


Burdwan 

In Asansol subdivision . . 

Midnapore 

Contai 

Mahisadal in Tamluk 

Krishnagar 

Comilla 

Ramohandrapur 
Joydebpur Dacca (Bhawal 
estate). 

Dacca (Dhankora estate). 


Sadar. 

In the subdivisions in which 
the properties are 
situated. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sadar. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Chandpur. 

Sadar. 


NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

Sptoial Mationa imclar rule MA of the Bengal Legielative Council Rules 
regarding the Delhi agreement. 

BabU JITENORALAL BANNERdEE: May I make a submission 
on a point of order, Sir? My amendment has been rejected by you and 
I am not going to question your ruling. It is our duty to acquiesce in 
your ruling. But may I make a submission on the question in order 
to have further enlightenment of the point? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better make out your point, 

BahU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Regarding the amendment 
of which I gave notice, you have rejected that amendment as being 
out of order on the ground that it does not come within the scope of 
the main motion, I think your contention was that the question was 
one of merely congratulating or not congratulating the Government 
and that being so, we cannot discuss the terms of agreement under 
cover of an amendment. So far as my amendment is concerned, I do 
not propose to discuss the terms of the a^eement at all. My amendm^t 
refws to the persons who are detained in various jails without trial an4 
I simply wanted the Gk>vernment to complete the good work thai^theg 
have begun by further releasing the prisoners who are so detmed. 
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Thlii in my opinion, was not a criticism of the terms of the agreement 
itsiiit. I simply want the Gk)verniiient to carry out the good work in* 
a more liberal spirit. Then, again, as regards your contention that 
the resolution is confined only to the question of congratulations, may 
I point out that this congratulation is not a mere matter of form. It 
is not a ceremonial affair. The resolution refers to the matter of 
congratulations and therefore we are justified in attaching great 
importance to the terms of congratulations by criticising them, if 
necessary. 

Mri PRESIDENT: If that was your intention you should have come 
forward with an independent motion and should not have given notice 
of your present amendment. In that case your scope would certainly 
have been wider. You have not done that, and have let that opportunity 
pass. An amendment cannot serve the purjwse you have at the bac k 
of your mind, as it must come within the purview of the main motion.. 
I may draw your attention to section 41 (/) of the rules which makes- 
it imperative that an amendment moved to a particular question must 
come within its scope. You cannot get out of that. The main motion 
does not discuss terms of the settlement arrived at. It does not proposer 
to impose any fresh term or ask Government to take any action. It 
is merely congratulatory in its character. Your amendment, therefore^ 
was ruled out of order. 

Babii illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I make a further 
submission. Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I can permit you to discuss my 
ruling. You simply wanted further light to be thrown on it and I 
have made it as clear as possible. 

Mr. SHANTI BHEKHAREiWAR RAY: Sir, may I make a 

submission in regard to my amendment. I have no grievances in regard 
to your ruling, particularly, in view of your statement that your 
rulings are really in the interest of the members themselves. That 
disarms our sense of criticism. 

Mr* PRESIDENT. As regard your first two amendments, they arer 
covered by what I have already said. But there is another amendment 
iu your name with regard to which you may make your submission. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, I first of all draw 
your attention to the letter of the Secretary in which he draws my 
attention to the procedure which has been followed in the Ijegmlntive* 
Assembly with regard to certain amendments. But in this oonnectioa 
I beg to submit that when an original motion is received we can suhmii 
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-criticwnui if we wanted to by meane of an amendment. Bnt ae my 
amendment hae been rejected on the precedence of the LegislatiTe 
Aseembly, I am certainly entitled to make a grievance of it. 

Mr. PRCflOENT: I may point out that when the Secretary drew 
jyour attention to the example which the Assembly had set, he merely 
^suggested that it was a very good exan^le, well worthy of imitation; 
but you are mistaken when you say that my decision was based on that. 

1 disallowed it under section 41 (J). 

Mr. 9HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 have suggested that 
certain words are to be omitted from the original resolution. Certainly 
vee are entitled to offer our criticisms and for that purpose certainly 
vre are entitled to suggest the deletion of certain words in order to 
modify the original resolution. As I read it, Mr. J. N. Basu seems to 
.suggest that we agree with the decisions that have been arrived at and 
wee are certainly entitled to modify that suggestion. 

Mr. RREIIDENT: With regard to that, I may point out that your 
:amendment wanted to delete some words which were hardly of any 
vital importance to the motion itself. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: May I make a submission on 
my amendment? I understand my amendment has been rejected under 
jsection 42 (7). With great respect I may submit that section 42 (7) 
<does not seem to be relevant in this. 

My submission is that my amendment was certainly relevant to 
4ind within the scope of the question which was proposed to be moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are not right in saying so. Besides, your 
amendment has the effect of a negative vote and as such offends against 
janother section, namely, section 41 ( 2 ), You wanted to delete 
virtually every Word of the main motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: The resolution of Mr. J. N. 
.Basu is that we have got to congratulate somebody and express satis* 
faction to the Council on the successful termination of certain negotia- 
'tions. My submission is that without going contrary to the terms of 
the resolution we are entitled to move a qualified sense of approval to 
what has been accomplished. It is, I submit, certainly within the 
.scope of the original motion and would not have the effect of a negative 
vote. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I am afraid I cannot allow any 
ffnrfher discussion on this point. But before I sit down I might tell 
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the Bouse that I went throug^h the amendments very carefully to see 
if I eould admit them but found them impossible under our rules and 
standing orders. 

(At this stage many members rose to a point of order. The Hon’ble 
the President called them to order.) 

•Bw dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Have we not the right to 
rise to a point of order at any timeP May I not ask for further light 
on this point? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already told you that I cannot allow 
further discussion on this particular point. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: May I not rise to a point 
of order — I am not speaking with reference to my amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can but before I allow you to do so, 

I must see that it is really a point of order. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I must first of all 
formulate my point of order before you can know whether it is in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have bitter experience of this right being 
abused. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: My point of order is this: 
that I understood from your last statement that members would be 
permitted to refer to the amendments in their speeches on the main 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will depend on what you actually say. 
You will be permitted to say what you can say without violating our 
rules and standing orders. 

BMni dATINDRA NATH BASU: 1 beg to move that this Council 
expresses its satisfaction at the successful conclusion of the recent 
conversations between His Excellency Lord Irwin and Mr. Gandhi and 
offers its congratulations to them and to other peacemakers who have 
worked for the cessation of strife and for bringing almut an atmosphere 
of goodwill so that the work that still remains to be done at the Bound 
Table Conference may be successfully and satisfactorily accomplished. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before Mr. Basu proceeds further I suggest 
that Dr., Haridhan Butt’s motion may not be moved and considered as 
an independent motion, so that there may be only one resolution before 
the House, namely, that of Mr. J. 1?. Basu. But Dr. Butt will be 
entitled to speak on that motion. 
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Itai laliilliir Dr. HARtOHAN DUTTs I beg to submit tbat my 
resolution has been allowed for discussion in this House as a substantive 
motion and shall I be denied of my right to move it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The President has the incontestable right to 
remove any matter of any sort from the Order Paper if he finds that it 
is properly desirable to do so. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: May I point out that the 
last portion of my motion is not covered by the resolution of Mr. Basu ? 
The last portion of my resolution runs thus: *‘The Council trusts 
that this settlement is the precursor and the pledge of an abiding spirit 
of honourable and friendly co-operation between Great Britain and 
India which will enable the latter to take, at no distant date, her proper 
place amongst the free nations of the world.’’ 

You will not find it in Mr. Basu’s resolution. 

Mfr PRESIDENT: Of course the very words are not there but the 
spirit is there. But as you insist upon moving it, as an independent 
motion you may do so. 


Rti Bahidur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: If you will kindly permit 
my doing so, I will do so. 

BabU dATINDRA NATH BASU: The agreement that was arrived 
at at Delhi between Lord Irwin and Mahatma Gandhi marks a very 
important stage in the adjustment of political relationship between 
Great Britain and India. It has been apparent to the people of both 
countries that a spirit of distnist has been growing up between them 
for a long time. That spirit of distrust was shown when a little over 50 
years ago the Government of India brought forward measures like the 
Arms Act and the Vernacular Press Act. On the Indian side the 
Indians felt that they could no longer rely for the future moulding of 
their destiny on the British administration in India and they began to 
organise political associations like the Indian National Congress, and 
various organisations came into being. Those organisations at the 
time of their commencement were looked upon with distrust by the 
British administration in India, but the insistent demand of Indians for 
greater politicly powers could not be ignored. We all know that about 
1890 Lord Cross brpught forward a measure in Parliament making 
certain advances in the constitution of this country but those advances 
were so halting and so half-hearted that they did not satisfy public 
opinion of India. Agitation against the existing order of things 
o<m tinned and became widespread. In the first decade of the present 
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c«itury whea the Partition of Bengal was effected during the 
Vioeroyalty of Lord Curzon it was apparent that this distrust had spread 
«0 wide and had gone so deep that it was not necessary for any parti- 
cular measure like the Partition of Bengal to be put forward with a 
view to finding the extent to which distrust of the British administration 
had grown. But the Government of India at that time thought that 
the best method by which the situation — the spirit of distrust that had 
spread amongst the Indians — could be met was by enacting a certain 
class of legislation restricting the rights of the press and by instituting 
certain kinds of procedure in certain cases by which the ordinary legal 
methods were for the time being to be set aside and a special procedure 
adopted. The Partition of Bengal was set aside and for the time being 
the feeling of distrust felt by Indians was allayed. It showed that 
there was a desire in Great Britain to trust Indians. But shortly 
thereafter measures were taken for the internment of a large number of 
persons and these measures showed that the spirit of trust had not yet 
come. Then came the Great War, AVe all know that a very large 
number of persons were interned and measures were taken causing 
great dissatisfaction. The great political parties in India felt that the 
country could not rest where it was. They urged their claim for 
political advance. The Indian National Congress and the Indian 
Moslem League came together and entered into what is known ns the 
Lucknow Pact by which they paved the w'ay for the political advance- 
ment of their country and by which for the time being they settled the 
differences that then existed between the two great communities in 
India. British statesmen applied their mind to the situation in India 
and the British Government of the day made their famous declaration 
in Parliament in August, 1917, dealing with the future of India. 
Mr. Montagu, who was then Secretaiy of State for India, came out to 
India and went about this country investigating the state of affairs 
here. He gave full consideration to the desire of the people of this 
country for the attainment of a self-go\’erning statiis. The result was 
the inauguration of what is known as the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Beforms. To a great many Indians those reforms were unacceptable 
because to a considerable extent they continued the system of govern- 
ment which had previously existed and these reforms as we all know 
did not satisfy the people by reason of the fact that the administration 
practically remained as irresponsible as before. There is no doubt 
that the administration remained responsible to the British Parliament. 
But we all know how in actual practice that responsibility has worked. 
Before the Bound Table Conference one of the delegates, Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru, pointed out in telling language as to bow that respon- 
sibility^ worked. He said that the practical application of that respon- 
sibility was this : there were 600 and odd members of Parliament sitting 
in Westminster responsible for the w'elfare of 320 millions of people 
in India* 
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Out of those six hundred and odd members of Parliament very few 
knew of the real state of the Indian mind, how it was working and 
what were the impulses which were moving the Indians in their attitude 
and conduct. The Secretary of State was no exception — he was one of 
those six hundred and odd members. In practical working the 
Secretary of State had to rely upon a few officers in the India Office, 
and the India Office had to rely on a few members of the Executive 
Government in this country ; so half a dozen men in India and half a 
dozen men in England really carried on the entire government of 320 
million people of this country. That was how the British Parliament 
exercised their responsibility with regard to the administration of 
India. Sir, Indians feel that they are not being governed in 
the way that they ought to be governed. Their public health 
is being neglected, their education is being neglected, their 
economic conditions are being neglected, their social services and 
social legislation are being neglected. They feel that they are in many 
respects exactly where they were 150 years ago. All this they feel 
every day of their life and they feel that if they had the management 
of their affairs in their own hands they could have built up an administra- 
tion to suit their own needs, that they would not have remained in back 
waters, kept back from the big surging world-stream of progress rolling 
alongside of them. That is what the Indians wanted frankly to tell the 
Britishers and they also wanted to understand what the Britishers had 
to say. The Round Table Conference offered that opportunity and that 
opportunity was fully availed of and it resulted in an understanding of 
the real situation in India and the real mentality of the movements that 
had spread so wide and deep not only amongst politically minded 
Indians but also amongst the masses. We all know and the Executive 
Government probably knows it better, that many cultivators and 
people, whose belongings are small, have staked their all and lost their 
all for thi a|idi^e of their country and for bringing about the system of 
Government which they want. We all know', so far as education is 
concerned, that there are certain important communities which are not 
educationally as advanced as other communities. Where is the 
organised attempt that has been made in applying measures which will 
bring all these communities into line educationally with the most 
advanced communities in this country ? Those are matters which make 
all sections of the people think that the system of government Js not 
all right — a system which has no organic connection with the people 
but is superimposed on it as an extraneous body and so cannot function 
according to the needs and desires of the people. 

Sir, the Congress Party in India did not at the commencement 
accept the opportunity which was offered to them to tell the British 
people frankly what Indians really wanted. That attitude to some 
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ettint created a diflSculty, namely, that whatever settlement was arrived 
al Mie Conference could not be with the co-operation and assent of all 
s^^ons of Indian political opinion. Sir, the Congress is one of the 
most influential sections of political opinion in India and it cannot be 
ignored. 


Bibu aiTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Not one of the most, but 
the most. What are the other important sections? 


Babu dATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 may say that so far as the 
Moslems are concerned a very large majority of them do not in many 
matters think in the same way as the Congress does. There are 56 
millions of backward classes who do not likewise see eye to eye with 
the Congress in some matters. (Question !) (A voice ; Due to thcr 
existence of the third party.) Well, Sir, the Congress attitude waa 
there. It refused to accept the offer. lx>rd Irwin saw that if any 
system was to function satisfactorily for all concerned, the opinion of 
such an iaflueutial section of the people in India should not be treated 
with disregard. And therefore he and Mahatma Gandhi came together. 
We find that they did not agree on all points, but because they did not 
agree in many respects, that fact did not prevent them from coming 
together and discussing matters about w'hich they disagreed. The fact 
that the head of the British administration in India met the head of a 
great political party in India — a party which had gone to the extent of 
defying the existing laws of the land in various matters — to discuss 
means by which that party as well as other parties and representatives 
of Britain could meet together and exchange their views freely and 
frankly, and, if possible, come to an agreement, is indeed a great 
achievement. It is uni<iue in the annals of British administration in 
India. We ought to be grateful both to Mahatma Gandhi and Lord 
Irwin for opening a new vista in w*hich the relationship between 
England and India appears in a different orientation from that to which 
we have been accustomed up to the present. The discussions were 
entirely on the basis that there should be no bar to the Congress party 
or any other party stating or placing before the Conference for con- 
sideration, anything that they might desire to bring forward. Sir, 
there is one feature of the criticism w hich has been directed against thia 
agreement, which is this : that various acts done hy officers of Govern- 
ment to which exception has been taken should be inquired into and 
the grievances of various people, individually and collectively, which 
have been put forward, should be redressed before the work of the 
Conference could be further proceeded with. Sir, the events to which 
exceptions are taken have no doubt given rise to a good deal of bitter 
feeling in the country. But, Sir, they are of a temporary and 
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ephemeral character, while the entire object with which the Conference 
wae called wae the establishment of a new system of government which 
would be of a permanent character. If we allow these temporary things 
•to prejudice our minds while the discussions for establishing a perma- 
ment form of new government are in progress, 1 think it will do no 
real good either to those who object or to the country, because we all 
want that these discussions should be held in as calm an. atmosphere as 
possible. It is desirable that all contending views should be carefully 
and calmly considered. If these temporary grievances are brought up 
now, they will create an atmosphere of distrust which will prevent a 
calm and careful consideration of the very important matters to which 
we shall have to apply our minds soon. It must be remembered that 
the political movements in India have so far to a great extent con- 
cerned themselves with criticising the existing state of things. Many of 
those concerned in these movements have not applied their minds to con- 
jtructive work. They have not suggested how they will replace the present 
system and by what. Those are thiiig.s which they should now consider, 
and the time has come when our minds should be directed to work out 
constructive schemes. That is the most important problem now. Sir, 
it is the Viceroy who in his great work to achieve peace has dispelled 
the cloud of distrust between the two countries, so that the people of 
the two countries may look at each other in a spirit of goodwill and 
arrive at a common understanding for the good of our great country, 
thereby bringing peace and amity between the two great nations. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, I beg to to support the motion so ably moved 
Ijy our leader. In doing so, I shall be brief for I do think that all 
India 

BalHi aiTENDRALAL BAMNERilEE: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
it in arder for any member to read his speech entirely from paper. 
You have filfiTed to Parliamentary traditions. Do those traditions 
allow a member to read his speech entirely from paper ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Parliamentary traditions are plants of slow 
growth. 


4-15 p.m. 

Mr. S» li> BOSE I without distinction of race, or caste or 

'Creed, is unanimous in believing that the Irwin-Gandhi Pact is fraught 
with untold good, not only for India, not only for England, but for the 
whole world. As has been well said, peace hath her vioiories no less 
Tenowned than war. 
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Blot, I mainitiu, is of the utmost consequence lor the whole 
it is of international, not merely national, importance. It is, 
as far-reaching, as the Peace Treaty of Versailles of 101S, 
III iome respects, 1 say, the Delhi Pact is of greater importance. For 
the ^rst time in history, a settlement of this character between two 
nations has been achieved without bloo<lshed. For the first time in 
history, a pact which will result in permanent peace has been made 
which means no humiliation to either party, which leaves no sting of 
bitterness behind. We all know that at the time of the Peace Treaty 
in 1918, the cry was “Germany must pay.’’ The victorious Allied 
Powers were animated by tlie spirit Victi/* (woe to the conquered); 
on the other hand at Delhi the underlying spirit was one of amity and 
trust. 

Sir, this shows how far we have travelled in the path that leads the 
world away from war towards peace and fellowship. By the Delhi 
Pact, India has shown to the whole world the New Path — how to solve 
peacefully, vital problems affecting the imsition of two nations hitherto 
related as the conquering and tlie subject race. India’s unique con- 
tribution has been the invention of the new weapon of non-violence, of 
Ahimsa. (Hear, hear.) Mahatma Gandhi has exemplified the maxim 
that Will and not Force is the basis of the State. Force was on the 
side of England with her mighty battalions and guns and aeroplanes. 
But the Will of India ultimately prevailed. This powerful new weapon 
of Satyagraha, forged by India, has now been returned to its sheath 
and I pray that there may be no occasion for its being unsheathed 
again. 

I shall now dwell for a moment on the real implication underlying 
the Delhi Pact. On the 9th February last, when w’e w^ere discussing 
here the Round Table Conference, I dwelt upon the new spirit of co- 
operation, trust and goodwill that prevailed in England. The speeches 
of the Premier and other Members of the British Delegation at the 
Conference and in Parliament, made it clear that a new era was 
dawning~-an era of co-operation, of partnership on a footing of equality 
between England and India. These speeches assured e<|uality of status 
for India. The first demonstration of the fact that such equality has 
been established, has been the Delhi Pact. For the first time in 
jhistory, the representatives of England and India, have been sitting 
side by side, and after prolonged discussion, they have agreed upon 
lirticles of peace. This, to ray mind, is a stupendous fact— one that 
demonstrates beyond the shadow of a doubt that England and India are 
dealing with each other as equals. From this point of view, it matters 
^ what the terms be. It is enough for us that Peace has been made 
between England and India. It is enough", 1 say, to show that the 
dhi relation of the ruler and the ruled is now gone, that the parties are 
jaW at arm's length, dealing with matters on an intm^iatiimel looting. 

5 
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1 Hfc. U A«i f imBmdtm w^f mil lot 
X^dm Wt tm Iho wHok warJkl JMit k mw o mif^ Stak^ t 
lt>if«r Ipr on4 rigkl* a powofful a% fmud of lii|plaii4r-ti 
HMfbty. {Qf(^ W tlie Oiplitft of tke world. I leal otrtaiti tlial tki 
ua^orlaaee o^ lodia now after acquisition of JkmiinioB Status vffl W 
lery g^at in tke iioague of Hations, as a force making for peaos and 
nigkleoH«ness. 

Sit) may 1 digress for a i^oment to dwell on ike ckar^ter of th^ 

S rei^t men who are c^ose friends,, though antagonists and t^hgm^Op 9I 
ifferent interns^ and States? Hia Excellency Lord Irwin, the Or^l 
Christian, and Gandhi, the Great Saint, met on the common ^il^tfori^ 9 ^ 
religion. Both alike believe in the Golden Rule, both alike are insp^r^ 
by, and imbued with, the spirit of the Unseen, both alike feel that in 
tha mighty oontaat botwoen the rights of England and the rights of 
India, the s^ile solvent of all ^fieultias is a spirit of love and goodwill 
which is the basis of all religion. Sir, to me it is wonderful how the 
Pact has been brought about in the face of stupendous difficulties, 
ftir^ tbe age of miracles is not past. I pause here to pay my tribute of 
respect to His Excellency for his wonderful patience and, if I may say 
lo, lor his grit — his iron determination. No \"iceroy has ever displayed 
such tact, such faith and such trust in humanity, in the midst of so 
many obstacles. Turning to Mahatma Gandhi, words fail me to 
describe our sense of indebtedness to him for his supreme courage, for 
his devotion to the right as revealed to him. I wish to dwell for a 
moment on his supreme courage— that emlioldened him to take the 
tremendous risk of coming to terms with His Excellency. It is 
difficidt for us, now that the Pact has been made and, has met with a 
large measure of approval, to realise what risk he took in the early 
days of March, l|y deep homage goes out to that brave hennitr-t|iat 
fellow pf mlnC} that half-naked fakir who strode the steps of 

^e Viceroy’s Ix>dge, as the representative of millions of his country- 
031^. Sir, we have all of us beard outside, the oft-reppated cry, 
/ai.” To-day, inside the Council, I yentuM 
fervently to add my feeble voice to that mighty cry, for indeed, he if 
great. Unperturbed by dissension, and obstacles and difficulties, he ip 
cplno^, serene in the courage that comes from the All-High. Sir, ffis 
Excellency end Mr. Gandhi to my mind, are, as Qpldaiaith says : — 

*^Ab some tall cUf that lifts its awful form, 

Swell^ ^ midway leaves Hie storm, 

brawl the rpUmST 

Etmal sitfiah^ settLas on its head*’* 

I bane said abpve iba^ tbe tenaa of tbe. Pact did aW Pbitw # 
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irt mnwitly iw tutiBfactory to idl partioi* ^ 
ol the dth Xarch i« a marvel of dfoftsniiMisliip tod oir«% 
i^iroida both extremes. As such, it eommauds respect and 

Xh^ it is my pleasant duty to convey thanks to other peace* 
makers who have been behind the two, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Right 
Hon’hle V. Srinivasa Sastri, Mr'. Jayakar and others who at thie 
critical juncture have spared no pains to ensure peace. Their services 
have been incalculable and India owes them a deep debt of gratitude. 
Sir, if the resolution be accepted, I would request you, on our behalf, 
to convey our congratulations and cordial appreciation, to His 
j^xeellency, to Mr. Qandhi and to these gentlemen. 

|7ow that peace has been established, and Government and Mr« 
Gandhi with the Congress have set to vturk to earry out the tennn 
thereof loyally, the task of bringing about a settlement of the outataad* 
lag problems regarding protection of minorities,, the Hindu-Moskm 
representation and other matters is now made easier. We face the 
future with supreme confidence for, after the miraoie we have just seen, 
everything is now possible. Sir, I care not what Mr. Baldwin ia 
alleged to have said, I care not what Mr. Churchill says, I car© not 
what the Bie Hards of both cotmtries may say. We go forward, for 
nothing cap stop our onward march. All of us, Hindu, Moslem and 
Christian — Indians and Europeans— I firmly believe, will now be able 
to settle the outstanding questions. Sir, in my speech on the 9th 
February last, I pleaded for the faith that removes mountains. Little 
did I dream then that within a month we would see a vivid example of 
that faith that was in His Excellency, the faith that was in Gandhi — 
the faith that has indeed removed mountains of difficulty and distrust. 

Sir, it makes me rejoice to be alive now to realise that history » 
being made now, to feel that one is living at a time when India it 
being moulded into a nation. And we exult, for our eyes have seen the 
glory of the wondrous dawn of Freedom. 

Sir, before ooBcludiag, may I pay a tribute of respect to the unknown 
warriors who have fought and suffered f We salute those who gave 
ihetf little all, who embraced poverty and suffering because of the call. 
We salute our splendid women who have silently, without fuss or 
dbunonr, come forward to suffer for what they took to be the right; 
Biffeieitce of c^inion as to the methods pursued will not deter ns from 
hoBonring Gimn. 

Wq^jMtvq arrived at the erosswaye; let ns abandon the old path thait 
tn % mwMM, the downirard path and alnefneas raGmr let ne take 
petk^ibe path tkpt lee^ io,€nittixidesIi ;9 with aU tik leeow 
na ringr qui gUd shiniea oC 



xkf out tbe darkness of the land — let us ring out the thousand 
of old-*>-]et 118 ring in the thousand years of peace, ring in the tali^t 
India — the free India, ring in peace and goodwill. May the ruler l»f the ' 
destiny of India enlighten our understanding and guide us in this" 
critical period. 

4-30 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Mr. President, Sir, I rise 
to move the resolution that stands in my name, namely: — 

'‘This Council expresses its satisfaction at the settlement arrived at 
by His Excellency Lord Irwin and Mahatma Gandhi as an event of 
great national importance and places on record its high appreciation 
of courage, statesmanship and goodwill displayed by them in bringing 
the negotiations to a successful issue. The Council trusts that this 
settlement is the precursor and the pledge of an abiding spirit of 
honourable and friendly co-operation between Great Britain and India 
which will enable the latter to take, at no distant date, her proper place 
amongst the free nations of the world.” 

In praoti(*al effect, it is the same as that moved by my friends Mr. J. 
N. Basu and Mr. S. M. Bose in as far as we all seek to express the 
sense of gratification which the country feels at the provisional settle- 
ment arrived at between the Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi, our sense 
of the very great appreciation of their stupendous efforts in the cause 
of peace and goodwill and our grateful acknowledgments to them for 
the results achieved. I, however, propose to go a step further in my 
resolution and lay stress on the national importance of the settlement 
viewed from any standpoint and to express the hope that it might be 
the harbinger of an era of mutual understauding and friendly co- 
operation between England and India. 

this time last year, Mahatma Gandhi launched his civil 
disobedience campaign, many of us entertained grave doubts as to 
whether the movement could possibly remain non-violent till the end, 
whether it would be possible to keep it up long enough to make its 
effect felt, and lastly whether, even if the movement continued suffi- 
ciently long and succeeded, the results would be commensurate with the 
suffering it would entail. Our apprehension was that it might fail, 
and result in encouraging among the masses a spirit of defiance of 
constituted authority which, if it became general, would make auy 
Government, whether national or alien, impossible. As the movement 
developed, we struck by the magnificent spirit of sacrifice and 
kefOiam displayed, and we found that in spite of occasional lapsesi an,d 
l^mporary or local aWrations from the ordained path, which are 
^ occur in every maw movement, it rehsined on the whole its csacnM 
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cd^Hicterifitic of aOB-viofence and re&ultod in a gpeiiuiiie outburst and 
«:M 9 Mion of national feeling, pervading all classes and communitiest 
Iw ieyond the limits of the particular political group who has ushered 
in, $nd had been cariy^ing on the campaign. We soon witnessed a 
general and voluntary abandouiueut of foreign goods» particularly 
tobaoco and foreign cloth. If the present aversion to these things 
endures, as I hope it may, a great social reform will liave been achieved 
in the case of tobacco, and an economic gain of tremendous significance 
in the case of foreign cloth. We also saw the other side of the picture, 
ordinance after ordinance, clashes with the police, wholesale arrests 
and imprisonments, widespread misery and suffering, dislocation of 
trade and disturbance of the normal processes and activities of life. 
With the leaders in no disposition to yield, and a Government stiffening 
at every resistance to authority, with world-wide trade depression to 
add to the trouble, political chaos and economic ruin seemed inevitable 
and it is a happy circumstance both for India and for England that at 
such a crisis of our affairs there should have been at the helm of the 
Government in India a fine type of English gentleman like the present 
Viceroy with rare courage, farseeing statesmanship and transparent 
sincerity of purjiose, determined to understand, to remove the causes 
of mistrust and suspicion, and anxious to explore every possibility of 
settlement. It was a lucky circumstance, too, that a Labour Govern- 
ment should he in power in England with a Prime Minister and a 
Secretary of State anxious to do justice to India and they and the great 
leaders of the other political parties in England should all have been 
eager to secure India's goodwill and co-operation at any price in 
framing her future iwlitical constitution. It is fortunate, too, that 
on the Indian side the necessity of evading a civil strife of this kind 
should have been grouped by our leaders and they should have taken 
upon themselves the task of bringing the two great protagonists together 
for a discussion. All the peace emissaries, Mahatma Gandhi and tbf 
workers of the Congress Working Committee displayed very high 
practical sagacity and statesmanship in arriving at an understanding 
and the country cannot be sufficiently grateful to or proud of them. 
For almost the first time in the history of the British connection with 
India, we saw the Viceroy of India, casting off the trammels of office 
and ideas of official prestige, and an Indian commoner like Mahatnu^ 
Gandbi in his loin cloth exploring in the Government House in Delhi, 
in the midst of pomp and power, the avenues to rapprochement and 
tSiey have succeeded magnificently where most people would have faded. 
There is no need to balance the losses and gains on one tide or the 
other. Life must be a series of comprdmises and without a spirit of 
l^ve-and-take, it would not be worth living. Both the Viceroy and 
9#^dlu have displayed this spirit in a remarkable degree — 
the present and futiire generations will remember their signal 
Vithi gratitude and admiratiaii. 
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bftf^ftttmtlc method of dealing with things in this fwo hi^O 

tmk haire met face to face, and hate discnssed hutftah ailaini in a 
human way and hate helped to allay suspicion and inistmst. If this 
mirkS) as 1 hope it does, a dehnite break with the past — on the Got^ 
arnment side, a definite abandonment of the soulless bureatictatic Way 
Of doing things which I call wooden, and on the Indian side of the 
policy of non*coM)peratiOtt, the gain to India' and England will be 
incalculable and a new era will usher in which must make for the 
mutual happiness and prosperity. With no mutual suspicions and a 
sincere desire to understand and appreciate each other's difficulties I 
have no doubt that the Indian problem will be solved to the satisfaction 
Of both England and India, t have no doubt too, that Mahatma 
Gandhi with his wonderful powers of persuasion and leadership will 
bHng about communal unitv between Hiitdus and Muhammadans. 
My Muhammadan friends need not fear that the present rapprochement 
between the Government and the Congress party might prove detri- 
mental to their interests and the position they hoped to secure in the 
future constitution. If Mahatma Gandhi could give up so much to 
arrive at an understanding with Government, we should not hesitate 
to go to any length to secure an understanding among ourselves. 

With these words I commend my resolution to the House. 

Ra|ft Bahatfur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA, of Nasbipur: 

Mr. President, Sir, I endorse every word of the resolution already 
tooVed. There is not a party in Bengal that has not been deeply 
Stirred by the amiable spirit in which the recent conversations have 
been carried out between Mr. Gandhi and His Excellency the Viceroy. 
Mr. Gandhi whittled down his points to a minimum and in spite of 
dppOsition from several quarters to the contrary he was able to bring 
kbdut satisfactory and honotirable settlement for the good of our 
ffidtherhitML His Excellency the Viceroy has displayed, on his side, 
a true Christiik iipirit. He did not think of retaliation or recrimination. 
He put all that aside and entered into the negotiations in the right 
Spirit. His Christian fortitude, his ability and skill Have wo^ the 
battle; the result has been that every Indian, including Mr. Gandhi, 
hails him as a great Viceroy, not because of his power but because of 
his love of the country of which he is in charge and of his sincerity 
bf purpoee. Truly he has dii^layed the right spirit of Mmm that we, 
Indians, vent^te so much. When we find that as a result of the 
tnierVieWi bi^een the head of the Government and the leader of the 
peo|dn the attitudo'of the latter has undergone a fundamental change. 
Wo cannot but rejoice in the consummation which Was so deVofUtly 10 
be Wfailied for. TliOt amnesty should be gtanted to those 
Mf eidl ^ prieofters of war fsdiows as a mattm* of oomsS and wi| hikfo 
nesting Imi tifnks to tbe CbteiMeil M tefliig 
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ttid pi^ticdiy by htvi&t mp%M m jaUs m 
Mmm WWM gwriitf too heavy for the pebfile. But, Sir, th#e i^. a 
lift iA the lute. The protrreee of permanent peace after the truce ii 
hoi ii free from Hake as we desire it to be. Still there are extremiite 
hhioad — ^both officials Und non-officials~^who would Wiitk'k the cohipro- 
sule hjr picking a hole hei^, or a flaw there. Both the GotemiUent 
and the people ought to steer dear of them. The pfeaceful atmosphere 
should be utilised to its fuUest and no time should be lost throuf^h 
dilatory methods. No time, I repeat^ should be lost so as to let diS- 
cbntents gather strength. 

But what has been done is not enough. We must not rest on our 
oars for we may drift again. There is yet another conference to he held 
in London in the coming autumn, where India’s future will again be 
discussed, in order to frame a constitution for the country. This 
will be impossible if we are divided. At present there is coiniiumalism 
stalking over the land. Mr. Qandhi says that he will gb down on his 
knees to the Moslems in order to bring about an amicable settlement. 
That is the right spirit to show’. It is by love that we win. So our 
righis have taught us. We must remember we are brothers, and India 
is our motherland. The Indian nation mu.st be built up by Hindus 
and Moslems together. Without this union it is useless tn talk of 
. Round Table Conference. Without that, w'e shall he building enstlas 
in the air. The solidarity of the Indian peCple are the only foundations 
on which it will stand. I would apimal to my countrymen, both 
Hindus and Muhammadans, to look upon this question from th© 
national point of view and not in a narrow selflsh communal way so 
as to disturb w hat has been achieved, till now’. 

The spirit of bargaining must be given up and a bold policy of 
gehet'osity be adopted. The Hindus w’ho have made so much 
sacrifice for the cause of theit motherland will not litg behind in acting 
op to the advice of Mahatmaji and I hope our Muhammadan brOthetni 
abPbid lake up the question in the same spirit. Give and take and 
iChiete puma swaraj. 

I join Mr. Basu in expressing our gratitude to Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Mr. Jayakar and others, the peacemakers, unknown warriors, 
both laen and women, who suffered so much for the country should 
ilfo bo romombered with gratitude. 

j[At 445 p.m. Ihe CbUhcil liras adjbuihed tor phljrer and it tealleinblad 

il 9 

Mb Ik a. SlIHRAWMISVl Hr. PnAileiit, Sir, I •iiaU 

k* «• jMMsrirw M ot mf pni»ei»tm sad rliall tr^ laf 
fludM* iVNtt to toMtottoit bdfm Sw ttaiiM: TU 
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raaolutioas hftTe the unfortunate tendency to make one ei^iit 
lachiymoee iu eulogy, or sermomsiug when dealing with tremendotii 
goul*forcee. But before I deal with the main subject 1 must cummend 
the fair-mindedness of Mr. J. N. Basu, who, presumably on account of 
his association with practical statesmen in England and on account of 
the opportunities that he has had to study the viewpoint of the Muddm 
representatives to the Bound Table Conference has arrived at a clearer 
understanding of the rights and the demands of the Mussulmans than 
other members of the Council who have spoken to-day. I am sure 
that if Mr. Basu proceeds on these lines for very much longer, he will 
soon discard the orthodox clothes which he wears a|d take to the loin 
cloth as a very good successor of Mahatma Gandhi in Bengal. 
Nevertheless whatever may be his fate in the future, I feel that he has 
earned our confidence in his ability to deal with the communal question. 

I am sure that the spirit which he has shown in the Council to-day 
will in course of time break down the barrier between the Mussulmans 
and the Hindus which has unfortunately arisen and which stands in 
the way of the Muslim viewpoint being appreciated by the Hindus, 
some of whom, at least start with the assumption that whatever the 
Mussulmans may ask for their safety must be founded upon injustice. 
Sir, the hon’ble members who have moved the resolution before the 
House have made a very successful attempt in removing from the 
House a general atmosphere of depression and banality and drudgery 
which is our usual lot. The resolutions, however, made it only too 
clear that under the present constitution, the destinies and the political 
interests of our country are decided not in the Legislatures but outside; 
and all that we have to do is to endorse what takes place outside the 
Council and with which we have had nothing whatever to do. 

Nevertheless such resolutions serve to ventilate the political 
problem from different view points<~-and our considered opinion is that 
the contract between Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin has been a 
won<le1^fuJ^ jicbievement ; that it has introduced trust in place of mistrust 
and goodwill Id place of hostility. It cannot be doubt^ that Mahatma 
Gandhi has been impressed by the sincerity of Lord Irwin. No oae who 
had come within speaking distance of the Viceroy can fail to be 
impressed by his sincerity and by the goodwill which he radiates. For 
years he has been working for the consummation which is now an 
accomplished fact ; and it is no secret that in spite of the great hostility 
that he had to face from the European community, he tri^ his Wrel 
best when h^ came down to Calcutta on the last occasion to make the 
Europeans understand the situation and make them acknowledge that 
the Indians hav#% right to shape their own destinies. His name will ^ 
go down to posterity as the benefactor of the Indian peoples, a friend 
ollmmanity and of the subject race*, a praotiml a pkflosIpHiir 

and a statewan. Siir, I do not know whetiier the oontraet k a ibfcdiarik 
kr lm narimial movement. I! the natkmal motmnmit is^a cim^mHaiil; 



THE DELHI AGUEEMEHT. fi 

to aehiere greater aad greater reaulU so that the Indiana may 
lor a higher deatiny, then 1 submit that there has not 
b0ei|j*nny set-back to the national movement. But if the national 
moi^fmeni implies mistrust and deliberate obstruct iveness^ a deliberate 
perversion of all acts, doings and sayings of Government, then the 
national movement has suffered. But I take it that except in the 
minds of the very few, the national movement has no such false founda- 
tions. Indeed the statesmen assembled at the Round Table Confereneo 
made their declarations in such unequivocal terms, all parties co- 
operated in such a manner that they cannot now go back on the 
statements that they have made without stultifying themselves before 
the whole world. An attempt was made in certain quarters to side- 
track the main issue by raising various other issues, such an attempt 
was distinctly dishonest and it is to the credit oi Mahatma Gandhi that 
he gave it up. Now that the main issue has been tackled Mahatma 
Gandhi will have to face certain very important issues which will come 
up for consideration. He will have to face the problem of bringing 
into harmony the demands of the people of British India, the claims 
of the Princes, the rights of each community and of the various 
minorities, as well as try to compose the internecine problem of the 
Sikhs and the depressed classes. He will also have to consider the 
proportion of representation of labour in the new constitution. 
Mahatma Gandhi has declared a certain method which at once disarms 
suspicion — it is a method which tempts one to say to an opponent in 
a moment of generous impulse — take whatever you want and give the 
rest to us. It is a great and noble gesture. But, Sir, unfortunately, 
our past experience has made us afraid of generous impulses in this 
direction lest it leads us into morasses. Was it in 1925 or 1926 that 
Mahatma Gandhi fasted so that Hindus and Muhammadans may make 
up their differences. But we saw that except for a temporary period 
nothing was a'chieved in that direction and the gulf between the two 
great communities was not bridged; and Mahatma Gandhi seeing that 
it was not within his power to bring almut a rapprochement between 
the two communities declared that he would retire from politics for 
the time being. In the contract that we are now discussing Lord Irwin 
was in a position to deliver the goods on behalf of the British Govern- 
ment and Mahatma Gandhi was in a position to deliver the goods on 
b^f of Hindu community and the civil disolw^ience resisters, as be 
bed the power of withdrawing the civil disoliedience movement which 
iras initiated by him. Even now there are signs of rebellion apinsi 
him but the rebels are, I am sure, without sufficient inluenoe m the 
oountry to bring beck the civil disobedienoe movenaent if Mahatma 
Gandhi forbids it. But I have the great^ doubt whether in the 
af eomittlilial settlement Mahatma Gandhi has got the pow^ and iM 
? gel Ike to deliver the goods m. bi^ialf of the HinduSf I do 

; IlMd for iMt tevend fem to *»ny wtf Untett !»(»• l»o« •* 




Ailidttg thi^ tiuit ii^iii 18t 

i>rejildiee Alld hnll'ed^’ilh)^ ihtki bi^^lght tM hi 

pimii§€ to th6 toto— that 1 i^m aliiaid Mah^ttoa GiildIU #iQ ity| M 
abla to iUbdua thi^m. Thm ig Ho titno for foii^Astoi il k pitoaifell^ 
that toy forecagt might be wrong; but I Tenturb to ^pheiy that II 
Mahatma Gandhi settlea tha communal quOatiOH by accadHig to lha 
dotoands of the Muggalmatis, auch detoanda ai thby think to bO 
abaoluteiy egaential for theit aafety ahd without which they think they 
will not be able to ptogerrO their religion and their culture in India 
in a hostile attooaphere-^then itomiediately attempts Will be made ih the 
name of prestige to raise forces antagonistic to such settlement. I 
hope I may be wrong but our past experiences Clearly show that such 
attempts will be made. The Hindu Mahasabha has succeeded in raising 
such forces of antagonisms and self-assertion, such false notions Of 
prestige, that on pain of being extinguished, it will attempt with all its 
power to keep alive the fetish of a Hindu domination in a. Hindu India. 
It will never consent to a settlement in which the MUssalmans may be 
guaranteed justice and fair play. I do hope that such may not be the 
case, but our past experiences belie this hope, and we cannot but give 
the go-by to our past experiences. But 1 can say this that if there is 
any genuine desire for a rapprochement the Muhammadan community 
will most eagerly try and see whether such a rapprochement cannot 
be come to between the two communities, and be the first to extend the 
hand of friendship. 

5»lr) p.m. 

But I cannot refrain from sounding my feeling of suspicion. Will 
my friends such as Mr. J, L. Bannerjee and others, who are interrupt- 
ing me and who seem to have read the mentality of the Hindu HaKa- 
sabha give us an assurance that this feeling does not exist in the Hindu 
k£ahasul;)ha tonday and can any of my friends deny that in spite of this 
undoubie<l lulilpion 

Mlillitt SYill ilALALUttbiN HAShtliV: Sir, is he ehtitled to 
discuss the Hindu-Moslem question on this Resolution F 

mn N« i. tUNRAWAROYs I had montioned this oommtoaal 
question for I feel that the entire success of this Gaudhi^IrWin Pimi 
depended on a future settlement of this questtmi^ which is the maiti 
of the Indian inwblem. If Mahatma Qmhdhi will try atid timrvw 
tkis atmosphdto of suspioioii against the Mussaltoans Wkieh bat bwni 
iftgeadetod by aaieitody ditseiisiliiis during aM tbiie yUifi He toto it 
it gfuater tetYtoe; SbMl I at an etoij^e of the piuvilenee of tldi 
iaet^ of stotoieion itd dktrtod state that tf tlmtw who not tidi 
Hit thtia whaiiottow lot Hutet Iteitotoil iM RMRil 

tikpito* to Biliiidi #hRi Oto tLmmi ’fkm GatiitoMe ttod > 
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iii^f^ Wldiiif i lit iDoWii Hall to wbieli ltu»»Almaiiifi ^ri 

ASiiitMltedt bs WOOH lis tba iiiei*e possibility of the Mtissatoia&s beiii|r 
6l per cent, of seats as against 49 per cent, for the fitodtiS 
Wib itoggested ? Btit, Sir, 1 do hope that the generous statements of 
Mr. Omidhi have affected the Hindu mind, and if that is so, there ^ill 
be difficulty whatsoever in coming to a settlement with us, for it 
to only With generous sentiment that suspicious can be allayed. I 
ihtok I am right in saying that to no community perhaps has the 
proUpect of a possible settlement between the two communities been 
more welcome than to us. 

NAIIiSH CHANDRA SEN GURTAe I agree and every one of 
us will probably agree with the sentiment which lias lieen eipressed by 
the hon’ble mover of this resolution that the news of the settlement auth 
Mahatma Gandhi and the Viceroy has been received with a great sense 
of relief and satisfaction by the people. But I cannot for the life of me 
see what there is in that to occasion the tabling of u resolution of this 
character, to provoke an orgy of vacuous platitudes, to which we have 
been treated. I shall attempt first of all to bring the House bai’k to 
realities. In the first place, it is not as if peace has been finally con- 
cluded; it is only a truce that has been achieved. Then in the sec’ond 
place; even if it had been a final treaty, a peaie, lietweeu England and 
India, achieved through the confabulations of Mahatma Gandhi and of 
the Viceroy, I fail to see why the hon’ble member should he so very 
anxious to come forward with a motion to register our congratulations, 
I say this not because there has not been any reason for congratulation, 
not because there has not been any reason for rejoicing because a cause- 
less strife has come to an end, but l>ecause I feel that it ought to have 
made us hide our heads for shame. For, what are we called ujwm to 
register? Mere congratulation on a derision arrived at on liehalf of 
India and on behalf of England by people with whom we have had 
iio direct concern? AVe in this House pretend that we are the repre- 
aentatives of the people; we in this House are fed with the illusion that 
we are the constitutional advisers of Government, but these negotiations 
io wkich we have not been a party show the utter hollowness of these 
pretensions and we ought to have been satisfied with the realisation of 
our pettiness and of our insignificance and should not have come forward 
to loiu in a general acclamation to emphasise our insignificance. In 
the constitution of ancient Athens, which was supposed, to be a demo- 
Ciutic eonstitutioni a similar role was assigned to the popular assembly , 
tJie Ecelesia. The Archons decided upon the measures to be taken up; 
the Boule discussed them and when the matter came to the Ecelesia 
timfy staiply carried it with acdamatioiit I Am not ptotid of the func- 
ttopt which have been nought to be assigued to thto Council by this 
motion. Whether we resolve upop this resolution or not, whether we 
fMM nuv oongvatulations not^ H mM m mathar ii the toast. 
The ihfieomint has been arrived at between Maha tma Cfaadiht and Iha 
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Congress r^resenting India mi Lord Dwin representing EnglsM^ 
We are interlopers and we kave no business to express our opmimi 
upon it; we have not been called upon to do so. Tkis is wbat make# 
me impatient ; this is what makes me so Tery grudging in giving ipy 
support to a resolution which I would have been very happy to 
endorse otherwise. However, as I have said, we have to somewhat modu* 
late our congratulation because in the first place it is only a truce. A 
truce is also a good thing ; it is the best of a bad bargain ; it gives you 
breathing time but it is not an end of all strife. The issue has got to 
be awaited and it is to be awaited with patience, not with hysterics, 
and it would be undignified of a dignified body like this Council to go 
into hysterics, far less to launch into pecans of joy for those who have 
brought this about. 

There is another point which makes me reluctant to give my whole- 
hearted support to this resolution, and it is the result of the procedure 
which has been followed by Mr. J. N. Basu in bringing forward this 
resolution. It is a matter upon which, if he wanted an unanimous 
resolution he ought to have had an agreed resolution and if the hon*ble 
member tabled the motion for the purpose it would have been not only 
prudent but also graceful on his part to consult the leaders of other 
parties and to frame an agreed resolution which might be passed without 
any dissentient voice. That procedure he has failed to follow and 
the result is that we find it difficult to accept the resolution as it has 
been framed. We have yet to see how the terms of agreement are 
carried out by the Government. We have yet to see how the terms 
are carried out by the people, the Congress, on whose behalf Mahatma 
Gandhi has entered into them. We know as a fact that up till now all 
the prisoners who come under the description of those who can bO 
released have not been released. Their cases are being examined. 
We know that several such prisoners are even at the present moment 
in the Alipore Jail though they have not been convicted of offences in 
whick there was the slightest trace of violence, but their cases are being 
examined, to consider whether those offences of which they have 
been convicted showed violence for which they ought not to be released 
but whether their antecedents were such as would justify their release. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: May I ask the name of 

those prisoners? 

Dr. NARfiCN CHANDRA CRN GUPTA: I think I can name 

one person w^o has since been released after all. 

Th. Hm*M. mph W. D. II. PRiNTlOf I I wasted the same et ibem 
vlio hsve sot bees releawd. r 

Or. HARttH CHANDRA till CUPTA: I majr nane 
Bdiwri Ouiyaly. 


[Idni 
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Mr. W. D. R. PRiNTteil Ohiy oAd name. 

NAIIitM OHAMDRA SEN GUPTAs Yes, that is all that I can 
jriii ^ow. In any case there are persons who have not been convicted 
4 >f violence who have not yet been released. Mr, Prentice gives the 
explanation that it will take some time to decide on cases. Certainly 
it takes a little time but at the same time Mr, Prentice must realise 
the miachief which this delay creates. If it requires time thete is also 
the need for saving time in the interest of the greater urgency of 
reassuring the public mind that Government is not unwilling to 
release prisoners. I think the fault does nut lie in the intention of 
the Government hut in red tape and the shorter the measure of red 
tape the better in such cases. I am anxious, therefore, that before 
we congratulate the Governmeut or congratulate the parties to 
the agreement on the element of success of their movement 
we should make sure that Government are giving n generous 
interpretation to the terms of the settlement that has been arrived 
at and have shown the utmost promptitude so a.s to reassiire the 
public mind, I can assure Mr. Prentice that public mind is far from 
being reassured in this matter. A far more generous interpretation 
of the terms should l»e given, and I should say further that a generous 
extension of the principle of amnesty is needed so as to include the 
Bengal ordinance prisoners. Until that is done I am satisfied that 
there can be no real peace in the country, and I think there is not. 
However it is not possible for us to introduce into the resolution any- 
thing which will give expression to our wishes or our opinion in this 
matter. We have to take the resolution as it is and my objection is 
that in the form in which it has been iutroiluced it goes too far in 
expressing our congratulation or gratification, and that it is not really 
called for. 


6*^0 p.m. 

Mr. KHWAdA 8ALAUDDIN: Sir, it is with great pleasure I rise 
to support the resolution of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu. Truce — call it 
peace— 'has at last come. The whole country is rejoicing to-day at 
the dawning of a new era in the life of the Nation. The successful 
conclusion of the conversation between His Excellency Lord Irwin 
and Mahatma Gandhi has brought a new hope and a new awakening 
to the country. Peace is always welcome if it can be had with honour, 
and I have no doubt that this has been attained. To-day both the 
great Mahatma and the chief representative of His Majesty can pro- 
claim to the world in the famous phrase of the great leaders of the 
Rwy Party: **That we have achieved peace with honour.*’ The whole 
nation and the whole Empire is grateful to His Excellency Lord 
who has followed the policy of Elder Pitt, and shown by his 
^^cnce and statesmanship that England still possesses men who can 
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to the credit of Engiftiid’s honour. The peaoe is in no w«y n £sci«MBI 

to the grent In^on politicdi which hns straggled iiw 

Ihf IfOO^OW ^ motherlend, end i)hfre is no dotihi that i>eee» veotl 

tot he^e been fchieiFed if Vahaimfi Oandhi had not dkown the 

his saintl; qnalihoatioiui. 

Here i would like to draw the attention of the House to a vemailr 
made by. Lord Brentford that the Moslems of India regarded Ifahatm 
Gandhi as so mneh dirt. I say that such a statement is gross miwe* 
presentation of Mussalmans of India and a libel on the good name of 
my community, i am afraid that the noble Lord has got a wrong 
idea of Museahnans of India. Not a single Moslem, no matter how 
much he politically differs from Mahatma Gandhi, can have anything 
but respect lor him. Such remarks are insulting to the intelligence 
and patriotism of Muslim community. 

Sir, we have won a great achievement through the statemanship 
of British and Indian leaders. Now, the most important question, 
which is facing the country, must be tackled if we wish to achieve the 
freedom of our country. That is the Hindu-Moslem question. Thif 
question has been discussed and debated by the eminent leaders of 
both the communities^ and a new-comer in political life, like myself, 
cannot suggest anything concrete where so many great men have failed. 
But, Sir, I will be failing in my duty as a son of India, if I do not 
place my humble opinions before the leaders of both the communities, 
and if my opinion in any way can help to solve this great question 
then I will think that I have served my country as its humble servant. 

My suggestion is that the matter concerning Hindu-Moslem com- 
munity be referred to a board of arbitration consisting of His Excellency 
the Viceroy, His Highness the Nawab of Bhopal, and His Highness the 
Maharaja of Bikaner. Such a board of arbitration will be an impartial 
body which will have the confidence of the whole nation. I need not 
say anything about the qualifications of these gentlemen which are 
well-knewfi to you. The only thing is that they are a disinterested 
party. One lik Englishman, who has shown that he will stick to thq 
last for bringing peace, and the other two although not membeie of 
^jitisb India, but who have always stood for fair play for the xnotlief<r 

As 08 ths Hindu-Moslem question is ooncemed tWs is ueg 
UtHe difference in mejority of the subjects in vhinb the leudwKS qf ^ 
tYo coaunuuitiea differ in Qengel- The only mco^tion is the quM^«i 
of sepuetq, ^torate- I tbinlf thut lepm^e electorsiq cnnUKt % f 
permanent sflueinent. But I aip sure tb^ my Hindu friend inH ngn|f 
utilib me that niau*ti»u ptes«ii ooncHliion of CMWiini^Jp 

Snngal, t^ Mji^lwios cannot anc^ jnin^ eleetomH “4. 

Hpy 9am M n ese lm a n s to bnnu leiMmtuqMmill 
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on w^«h depends the future prosperty nvfl 
WftwlM- Vith^i^t lipd»i-.Mo4em settlement *01 the seoriyif 
1(||k ips done tb« mts ppd duughters of India will hp in vpip 
ppl iwWP| wtP be fpr etray from our midst us it was at the Muuing 
<d cep^uiy. 


||9l|||«|«l 4«QA0|»H MAT4 uf DwplPHr: Mr. President^ 

^ I belong to tbe class which for ^eytpt^s i^ors than one received 
utn^t pity during th^ If^at tprmpil it is no mean privilega to ip^a 
that f tPP hf^y^ ^ share in the felicitations of to-day. Ours % 
mpst inponvpijLlpnt positlon-r-we were looked \ipon with suspicion on 
one side and treated with derision on the other. As for suffering, wf 
hf^, in spite of all that^ to bear oi^r quota so far ^t least %» the move- 
i^eut bad its effect on the pecuniary position of the country, besides 
tbe fr^uent hartals tbft Interfered no littlp with the collection pi PtPf 
rent on market-days in the mufassil. Among the P^^Py di^^t'e^ipg 
cirofunstfi^ces tha^ we have experienced in the meantime it did nlsp 
come tP notice that many cowardly fellows occupying somewhat 
favourable positions took advantage of the situation to • ‘‘feed f^t’^ 
tbeiie personal gruclge by malitdously implicating innocent men ip 
serious charges celling for dire punishment. In any case, we must 
thank (lod that the “bugles spng truce'* when things were only tpkipg 
a more serious torn in Bengal, not to speak of the unrest and e^^iter 
meat that had affected almost all departments of life in Indiu- 

Sir, the most deplorable things, that occurred during the last ' 
twelve months, must, as is natural, rankle still in the breasts of many. 
And there is the one outstanding fact that while on the part of the 
BonM^ authorities there is a distinct tendency to hold up the historic 
agreement as having altered the situatimi marvellously and improved 
the world position of the Empire considerably, neither all the provin- 
cial Governments here nor the Congress party as a whole seem to be so 
UPpi^mUye. The rank and file on both sides will find their occupations 
gone and will naturally smart under grievances. If the most respousi- 
Me ppople on both sides do not therefore keep themselves always pn tbe 
aWi and try on either side to keep the over-^sealous under leash there 
will he no dearth of happenings which may in their turn embitter the 
thelings of even the high coutracting parties. The spirit of defiance 
Oil one side and licence and carte blanche on the other — although somaK 
what inevitable in such times of strife and struggle—will have to he 
ohntrolled speedily now, if a quiet atmosphere is reaMjT desired^ for 
tin present, and if the temporary ‘^truce’^ is to lead to permanent 

^ Iw.pot mterefthpd in an attempt at eokiag nnpeoofsify 
li fe ^ Tip^ ff. SmF«ida^i( do I ipiwdfto demaRd p| m 
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inquiry into excesses. Mr. Baldwin liias characterised the Oaadhi-lrwii^ 
Agreement as a rictory of commonsense. Sure, there can he no qines- 
tion about that. But along with that we find in it also the tiiumph 
truth, and three unmistakable things emerging out of it. First, it » 
unequivocally acknowledged by His Majesty s Oovemment that Indians 
have genuine grievances against the present system of Oovemment and 
they are determined at all costs to have them redressed; second, 
excesses are bound to be committed on both sides during a period of 
struggle ; and third, that mutual understanding and goodwill are by far 
the best instruments for settling a dispute. Sir, it is on a proper 
realization of this triple truth that the whole future will depend. This 
must be recognised as the central pivot round which the wheels of 
administration should turn and the activities of the people also should 
be guided. 

I am not an expert, Sir, in reading between the lines of any docu- 
ment. I do not also know if such exercising of the brain can profit the 
country in any way. My concern however is that the proposed departure 
of Lord Irwin from India, so soon after his statesmanlike move, may 
not again alter the situation so as to stiffen the reactionary attitude on 
all sides, and that the ruinous spirit of zid may not again overiake us 
all. The tardiness that is apparent in some quarters in bringing into 
action the terms of the Pact, does only lead colour to that viev. It is, 
however, somewhat encouraging that Ijord Willingdon has openly 
endorsed the policy of Lord Irwin and some of our provincial Governors 
too have already given proofs of their anxiety to meet public opinion. 
But the fact that, notwithstanding the speeches of the leaders of the 
different Parliamentary parties in England, we find the fortunes of 
India somewhat bound up with those of the Labour Government can 
never assure us of plain sailing always. It is being urged by people 
in the Press as well as on the platform that the Pact should be carried 
into practice to the letter and its spirit. I do not see any reason why 
the Government should not extend its generosity even beyond that. 
Let fuspicion be allayed, and the talk of “keeping powder and shot 
ready and di^^will of itself subside. It is a pity that we cannot whole- 
heartedly include the provincial Governments also in the note of con- 
gratulation that we meet here to register to-day. Let us be givw 
suitable opportunities to congratulate in chorus our own provincial 
Oovemment and thus fill the cup of satisfaction to the full. 

Sir, nothing succeeds like success. May the great success of the 
Delhi conversations of to-day lead to a still greater success of the 
Conference to-morrow. 

Mr. NAIItNDRA KUMAR BASUs Sir, I am afmid I oaniiot 
subscribe to the kSmlution that has been moved by my friends, liassra. 
Basu and Bose. The resolution professes to express its satisfaction at ihe 
malts of the recent Delhi conversation. I think, Sir, that 1 should be 
failing in my duty if I did not tell you that, so far as Bengal is oottcemtd 
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is very little satisfactioii over tlie results of these deliberalious 
(flfilition !). Sir, we are not Congress men, we slipped in here because 
th4 ^TOrajists left these seats vacant ; we came in by a fluke. We came 
he^ not by the decree of the Congress. Not that I belittle that great 
man, Mahatma Gandhi, and I do not yield to anyone in my admiration 
of the single-minded devotion of Lord Irwin. But because the bead of 
the Congress came to certain agreement with Lord Irwin, that does not 
mean that there is every satisfaction in Bengal. I submit, Sir, if we 
are here for anything we are here to tell the truth. I^et the Government 
know the true feeling in the country. We shall fail in our duty if we 
are to pass this resolution expressing satisfaction of the whole of Bengal. 
It seems to me that during this Conference between the two great men, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin, it was forgotten that there was such 
a place as Bengal ; it was forgotten that the interests of Bengal had got 
to be looked after. To a certain extent it was due to our own fault. 
We have fallen from the high pedestal which we occupied before. We 
know that many of the advisers of botli the eminent persons are actuated 
by any amount of jealousy and ^distrust of Bengal. It may be that on 
account of this the interest of Bengal has been neglected. However, 
Sir, whatever the reasons may be, we shall be failing in our duty if 
we do not register our views al>out the feeling in general in Bengal. The 
people of Bengal know wliat has led to the revulsion of feeling against 
the Government during the last 12 months. I speak of ])eople who are 
not in any wav connected with politics. Do they not know how the fair 
name of the British Government has been sunk in mire during the last 
few months.*^ 

5-45 p.m. 

What are the reasons for which Bengalee feeling has been exasperated 
during the last 12 months? Firstly, there are the ordinances; secondly, 
the riots in Dacca, as well as the events after the lamentable murder of 
Mr. Lowman; thirdly, the Midnapore incidents; fourthly, the incidents 
at Calcutta; and fifthly, and lastly, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act. 
So far as the ordinances are concerned, do we not know that these 
ordinances made conduct illegal which no self-respecting Government 
can possibly allow to be made illegal? Well, they did that, but they 
are now dead and I do not want to trouble the House with any further 
reference to them. Requietcat inpace. About the incidents at Dacca, 
was it not at Dacca that for the first time so far as Bengal is concerned 
various charges, including incitement to rioting, arson and other things, 
wore freely brought against the local officers? That hat been done for 
^ flrst iime in Bengal and what was the result? The result was an 
inquiry, afl inquiry for whitewashing. Of all whitewashing and con- 
temptible reports that has tarnished the name of the British Government 
in India, this report was easily first, and do you think that any report 
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of that description would allay aay feeling f There were those ehargea 
bit)ught against the police officers of violent treatment meted otit to the 
medical students at Dacca after the murder of Mr, Lowman. I do not 
mean to say that these statements are true. But has there been any 
inquiry and so long as there has been no inquiry, can you possibly 
suggest as to why the public feeling should be allayed and there should 
be a calm atmosphere? Then take the Midnapore incidents. Here the 
feeling has been so much ruffled that the charges that have been openly 
made against an Indian Civil Servant, the gallant District Magistrate^ 
were that lie took personal share in assaults, arson, loot and other things* 
Was there any inquiry.^ No. A non-official inquiry was made by such 
an eminent man as the mover of the resolution. The public press was 
gagged by the press ordinance and Government promptly said that the 
report could not be published. The report of that inquiry was proscribed 
and the District Magistrate was invested with the Order of the Companion 
of the Indian Empire. Is that the way to allay public feeling? Even 
if there were hundred conversations between hundred Viceroys and 
hundred leaders it would not allay public feeling. Now, what about 
Calcutta? Has there been any explanation, any inquiry about the 
brutality on Calcutta students? I know some sort of an explanation has 
, been submitted in the case of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. What was the* 
explanation? It was that we had a compact with Mr. Subhas Chandra, 
Bose and he chose to break that compact, and therefore we attempted to 
break his head. But that was an explanation which would not allay 
public feeling. Therefore, I say that in order to have an atmosphere of 
goodwill in Bengal it is necessary that these thing.s should be inquired 
into. Then, lastly, the (Viminal Law (Amendment) Act. We all know 
that when Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru made his appeal to the Prime Minister 
he asked for the release of all political prisoners. There was no reserva- 
tion for people who had been interned under the Criminal Law (Amend- 
ment) Act. What the Prime Minister said was this: “If civil quiet ia 
proclai|sed and assured llis Majesty’s Government would certainly 
not be backwitd in responding to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s plea.*’ la 
the Government not aware that there are hundreds of families in Bengal 
who are mourning for their near and dear ones who have been thrust into 
jails? Speaking as a lawyer, I say that this lawless action of Govern- 
ment has infuriated and exasperated public opinion more than anything 
else. What is the reason for their incarceration? I say that these mea 
have been imprisoned on mere suspicion. The police will say “we know 
who the oSenders are; we cannot put them to trial, but we have our 
suspicion.” The police make their report to Government. They are 
absolutely afraid el what might happen and as they are full of panio 
and therefore guIliUe, Government accept their report as gospel truth 
and intern these men. This is not the way to introduce goodwill. It 
has not done and it will not do so unless the Criminal Law (Amendment^ 
Act is repealed. Therefore, I say that so far as Bengal is concerned, it 
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i«inti«ii too early to think of expressing satisfaction at the result of the 
n^S^tiations, and it would be downright falsehood to suggest to GbTern* 
mhnt that an atmosphere of goodwill has been created. 


Kliaii Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid that 
the resolution of Mr. Bose has been discussed in a manner as if a 
panacea of all evils has been found. I feel that too iniicli attention ha» 
been paid to the details of the incident of breaking the head of Mr.* 
Subhas Chandra Bose without going into real pathology of the case. 
To what are these troubles dueP There has been in the past a certain 
amount of excess and over-zeal, and even want of caution on the part of 
many, but at the same time I feel that a little thinking will make it 
clear that after all a certain party, an important section of our country- 
men, was definitely pledged to a policy of obstruction. That being so, 
any one who has not read like my friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Ken Gupta 
only ancient history, but has cared to pay attention to current politics 
will realise that the real remedy lies not in looking Imck into the old 
difficult situation but to see how things could be made possible safer and 
saner for the future. I have not read the discussions which have taken 
place at the Bound Table Conference but have very carefully looked 
into the agreement arrived at between the Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi. 
Suffice it to say that the whole standpoint has been to keep the past os a 
mere index of what has been public experience and efforts have been 
directed to think out a solution for the future in which tlie Hindus and 
Muslims, Indians and Europeans, and the different races (*an put their 
intellect in the solution of the future problems of the country. That 
has been the spirit in which this understanding, these negotiations have 
been carried on. I believe we will not be true to ourselves if we fail to 
realise that- It may be that so far as Bengal is concerned there are 
many details which have been left uncared for, but if the negotiations 
are accepted in their true spirit tlie future will be made safer for us. 
I think that is the spirit in which Mr. X. Basu sent in this resolution. 
We offer our congratulations not because we have got all but because we 
in common with other countrymen will lie able to lead in future a better 
civic life. It is too late to cry that Bengal has lost her infiuence in the 
Imperial polities. When the partition agitation was started, when the 
partition was modified, aiui Calcutta ceased to be the centre of political 
India, this should have been thought of. But unfortunately the politics 
of Hiose times was so saturated with a peculiar taint that the people forgot 
to look ahead and thought that the temporary loss to Bengal is a real 
gain to Bengal without foreseeing that the transfer of the Imperial 
capital ^ust inevitably mean loss of Bengalee power so far as Imperial 
politics was concerned. 1 do not for a moment deny that there have 
been in the past events which tarred the good name of our cotintry. 
The Hindu-Moslein riots which my frimid Mr. Narendra Kumar Basia 



84 


THE DEIiHl AOBEEHEITT. [16tH 


thinks were due to the inspiration of Govemment-^l do not think that 
that charge can be brought against GoTemment. I repudiate that 
charge emphatically. I know, 1 have bitter personal experience and 
I do say that Government always did their level best to smooth the situa- 
tion rather than create difficulties in times of communal clash. I can 
say from the experience of my own district that Government did their 
level best to keep things fair and square. 

I will only reply to one point of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta and 
that is why should we congratulate at the successful termination of the 
negotiations between Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin when we have 
not taken part in those negotiations, I frankly admit that the Bengal 
situation has not been properly brought to the forefront with that amount 
of care and caution as it should have been. But does my friend want 
to treat Bengal as a separate entity or as a unit of the vast Indian Empire, 
so that it must stand or fall, gain or lose together with the other pro- 
vinces. If that is the standpoint, then I think it is necessary for us to 
forget our own self-interest so that our larger gains may be achieved. 
The history of the last few years has been that although in the opinion 
of responsible politicians the pronouncement of Mr. Montagu meant a 
great advance for the country there were different parties in the country 
who by persistent opposition made constructive work impossible. This 
is amply proved in the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
We have come to the Council more or less to deliver some speeches at 
the budget time or to put some supplementary questions at the question 
time. Beyond tiiat our scope of activity has been very small. 

6 p.m. 

Much stress has been laid upon the debates in the Round Table 
Conference. But I will ask my friends to study the trend of public 
opinion in lUigland. What was the public opinion in England just one 
year back and What it is to-day? My friends have undoubtedly read 
Mr. Baldwin's speech and I think that if the English politicians act up 
to the line indicated in that speech, it will be possible to solve the Indian 
problem within a few days. Sir, I feel one great achievement of the 
negotiations between Lord Irwin and Mahatma Gandhi has been a 
change in the British standpoint. 1 do submit respectfully that we 
should not look upon the negotiation from the provincial standpoint — 
not how it would affect one particular province or another — but we must 
assess the wh^ question from the standpoint of the whole of India. 
I fully support the^fesolution before the House and 1 say that I aln 
satisff^ with what has been done, while desiring that more should be 
done, and I believe that the telegrams exchanged between Mr. J. M. Ben 
Gupta and Mahatma ChEindhi are indications that more will be dtme 
in future negotiatiens between the Government and the people. I think 
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this goodwill also will prove to be a harbinger of a peaoeful 
di^ssion between the Hindus and the Muhammadans of this country. 


^ JiTENDRALAL BANNERilEii I regret to say that 
I differ entirely from the sentiments and opinions of Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu. Mr. Basu has said that there is no satisfaction 
in the country over the Gandhi-lrwin agreement. Well, Sir, 
that IS a matter of opinion. Mr. Basu says that there is na 
satisfaction ; I .say, on the other hand, that there is a very considerable 
amount of satisfaction — real, deep and genuine satisfaction in the 
country over the conclusion of the peace agreement. After all, for 
whom does Mr. Basu claim to speak Certainly not on behalf of the 
Congress because the Working Committee, the accredited organ of the 
Congress, has ratified the agreement wholeheartedly. Then whom was 
he speaking forP Was it on behalf of the Muhammadans P Or was it, 
by any chance, on behalf of the non-official Europeans? Sir, these 
latter may have some ground for dissatisfaction ; but so far as India is 
concerned, every patriotic son of the country has ample reason to be 
satisfied with an agreement which, for the first time, rec^ognices the 
international status of India. I shall try to make good my position 
presently. In the meantime, I would only point out to Mr. Basu that, 
witliin the last week, there have been half-a-dozen immense meetings 
in Calcutta ; and at all these meetings resolutions have been unanimously 
adopted expressing the country’s deep gratification at the conclusion 
of the agreement l>6tween Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin. If Mr. 
Basu denies that there is satisfaction over the agreement, why couldn’t 
he have attended these meetings and tried to express his views there? 
If there is any dissatisfied section in the Province, why couldn't that 
section make its voice felt at these meetings? (A voice — Not dissatis- 
faction, but humiliation. Cries of “Order, order.”) 

I know how to deal with these interruptions (laughter). Dissatis- 
faction, humiliation! Sir, these ate mere words with no substance of 
genuine feeling behind them. Otherwise, I should like to ask where 
the feeling of humiliation comes in. Of course, if you proceed in a 
captious, carping spirit, it is easy to pick holes in the agreement or any 
other agreement that has been or may be concluded in this world. It 
may be said, “picketing has been given up; it is to continue — but not 
in an aggressive form, which means the death of picketing.” It may 
be said, “boycott of foreign goods has been given up; it may be 
continued — but again not in an aggressive form.” And of course it 
%ay be always urged — what is indeed a sore point with many — that 
the inquiry into police excesses has been given up. Sir, I freely admit 
that an this is a great price to have been paid, but it was paid in a 
jpaat oause>^he cause of peace and permanent understanding. 
Moanwhile, I would ask my friends to brush away all minor 
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eonsideratioxiA from the mind and fix their attention upon the cardinal-** 
the central feature of the whole thing. And what is that central and 
cardinal fact? It is that, for the first time in the long history of ages, 
India was entering into political negotiation with a great international 
power on terms of perfect equality and honour. Mr. J. Basu has 
said that the agreement is a unique one: I agree. But when he says 
that the uniqueness of the thing lies in this, that there should be an 
agreement between the head of the British Government and the head 
of a political party in India, I entirely disagree. It is not a questitm 
of a petty agreement between the head of a Government and the leader 
of a political party — of one political party among many others. I look 
upon it as an agreement, not between two persons, however powerful or 
eminent they may be, but between two great countries, two mighty 
nations — between India, represented by Mahatma Gandhi, not 
representing the Congress only or the Hindus only but the whole of 
India, India solid as a rock behind him — yea, between India on the 
one hand and the British Empire as represented by Lord Irwin on the 
other. liord Irwin was there, not as the titular bead of the British 
bureaucracy in India; he was there as representing the might and the 
majesty of Great Britain. Think of it again, and in this light! On 
the one hand, the representative of the British Empire; on the other, 
the representative of India — India impoverished and humiliated so 
long, discrowned and dispossessed so long, but now at last coming into 
her own again. The *‘noked fnkir ^^ — I thank Mr. Winston Churchill 
for the phrase — the ‘*naked fakir^^ striding up the steps of Government 
House was the soul and symbol of India itself — the India of the 
hermitage, the India of asceticism, the India of poverty of the body, 
und of deep wealth of tlie spirit, yea, of all that India stands and has 
stood for in the long procession of the centuries. And here, and now 
for the first time after many ages, was India re(;ognized in the person 
of Mahatma Gandhi? Sir, we are told that there is rejoicing in the 
household^ when a man-child is born. And should there not be 
rejoicing in Ihe^^ity of nations when a new nation first emerges into 
the field of consciousness — when a new' Dominion or a new Free State 
is born? Should not there be rejoicing and thanksgiving everywhere? 
And does this great and marvellous fm*t give rise to a sense of 
bumiliation only in the mind of Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray? If 
so, that mind must l>e peculiarly constituted indeed ! 

Sir, this is not to say that we do not press our point about the release 
of persons wKo ^e still kept in detention. Our heart bleeds for them; 
and when we are about to start a new chapter, when we are about tft 
bring peace into tbe land^ I hope we shall be able to welcome tbem 
Imck in our midst, to our hearts and homea. The reasons I shall urga 
in support of this step will be short, but I think they ought to W 
•ufficient. The men who defied the Government, who openly expi^eansd 
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oontempt lor law and their condemnation ol the present system 
o^^^vemment, have been released in pursuance of the terms of the 
agreement. Does it not stand to reason then that the detenus should 
be jpeleased as well? If it is a fact that the released prisoners are 
eincarely carrying out their share of the bargain, does it not stand to 
reason that the detenus, if released, would carry out the provisions of 
the agreement in the same spirit of sint'ere and helpful co-operation? 
Should not the Government be equally liberal in the case of men — 
hundreds of them — who are still detained — in the case of men who are 
being detained without charge formulated, without evidence put 
forward, without trial held, without sentence passed — men detained oa 
mere suspicion? If the case for the release of political prisopers is 
strong, the case for release of the detenus is far stronger ; and certainly 
the Government will not have the peace it desires unless these detenus 
are released. This is not a threat or menace; it is a mere statement 
of fact. The mere agreement of liord Irwin and Mahatma Gandhi 
cannot cover all these points. That agreement will have to be 
implemented all over and throughcmt the count by thousands of 
persons who were no parties to it originally — by the Provincial 
Governments, the heads thereof, and by members of British 
bureaucracy; and much, perhaps everything, will depend upon the 
spirit in which the terms of the agreement are carritMl out. Sir, the 
British bureaucrnoy in India are too apt to forget many things, they 
are too apt to stand upon their dignity ; hut 1 hope tliey w’ill remember 
the great declaration in Mr. Baldwin's recent speech where he said 
that he would give what he had to give in **no spirit of niggardliness.^' 
If they remember and act up to the spirit of Ihis declaration, all w^ill 
be well, and there will be peace in the country — lasting and honourable 
peace. 


There is another argument of overwhelming force for the release of 
the detenus. What is it that has led you to release the thousands of 
political prisoners who were, till lately, confined in the jails of India? 
You believe, you must believe, that there is now' an atmosphere of 
peace and goodwill in the country : and you want this new atmosphere 
of peace and goodwill to play upon these young men also. Act 
logically ; behave in the same spirit tow ards the detenus, and the results 
will be w’onderful. The atmosphere of peace and goodwill now 
prevailing in the country will act freely upon the four hundred young 
men still detained at Hijli and Buxa and the other detention camps of 
the province: it will inspire them with new ambitions and new 
aspirations; it will lead them away from the paths of destruction and 
lanBoh ‘them upon a career of fruitful constniction. They ere in the 
prime of life, they are in the full vigour of youtk^nd manhood. Do 
not, for God’s sake, cut them off from the path of useful and honourable 
Let them come out to the open air of the day. Let them be 
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free. But more. Let them take their fair share in the serrioe of the 
motherland — a privilege from which you are now keeping them hack 
unjustly, unnecessarily, illegally. 

Sir, I repeat that I feel more than most people for these detenus, 
and, so far as in me lies, I shall never cease to press and struggle for 
their release. That, however, does not take away from our feeling of 
rejoicing and thankfulness at the concluded agreement between 
Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin. And here I must take leave to say 
that it would not have been possible for any other two persons in the 
"World to have concluded such an agreement as this. No other 
Englishman but Lord Irwin could have done it, and no other Indian 
than Mahatma Gandhi could have done it. Lord Irwin could do it 
because of the noble sincerity of his character and the noble rectitude 
of his purposes. Mahatma Gandhi could do it because in him, more 
than in any other living man, is united the hope, the spirit and the 
throbbing aspiration of India. Lord Irwin could do it because behind 
him there was the strength that conies to a great man fighting in a 
great and just cause. Mahatma Gandhi could do it because behind 
him was a united people’s united force of endeavour. And the thanks 
and gratitude of united India must go forth in an abundant and over- 
flowing measure to these tw'o— to these two and one other. Sir, 
throughout these transactions, nothing has impressed me with a feeling 
of greater admiration than the conduct of Mr. Stanley Baldwin, the 
present leader of the Conservative Party. The transparent sincerity of 
his intention, the noble simplicity of his speech, the courageous 
frankness with which he has enunciated the policy of himself and his 
party have been beyond all praise. And it speaks much for the 
resiliency of the British national character that, even in these decadent 
days, it can throw out two such great gentlemen as Lord Irwin of 
Kirby and Mr. Stanley Baldwin — men stamped with the hall-mark of 
Natuye^s nobility. Whatever my friends may think or say, I believe 
that the <!aiWl our freedom has begun, the foundation of the temple 
of liberty has been well and truly laid. Stone by stone, it will rise — 
the gracious fabric of our visions, fair in the light of day, high and 
heaven-soaring as our ideals, far-flung and broad of wing so as to 
shelter countless generations of our countrymen for ages and ages to 
come. (Loud applause.) 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6*30 p.m.] 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM; Sir, it is my misfortune, and 1 deeply 
regret it, that I cannot join in the general chorus of approval and 
congratulation that have been passed on the high and mighty person* 
ages who have bi»9lKa party to the so-called truce or agreement that 
has been brought about at Delhi. Praises have been sung not only 
from every quarter of India but even overseas, and I am afraid that it 
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act on my part to raise a discordant voice in the midst of this 
hfniiony of peace. Bnt if I have ventured to do so, it is because I feel 
that even in politics there are times when one should speak out hie 
own convictions or opinions frankly and honestly without fear or 
favour and irrespective of consequences. 

Sir, I am one of those who do not believe that the policy of Mr. 
Gandhi or the methods he has adopted to carry out that policy are for 
the good of the country or are in the best interest of (he land. I may 
be right or I may be wrong, but holding that opinion as I still do, I 
believe that this settlement arrived at between Mr. Gandhi with the 
best of intentions and by the broad statesmanship of Lord Irwin will 
have a demoralising effect on the people of India. For it would meim 
that civil disobedience movement, law-breaking and disobedience of 
law and authority — these are things by \vhioh Government can be made 
to look at the people’s point of view properly, or that these are matters 
w^hich Government sliould tolerate. Sir, we have hoard a good deal 
shouted from house tops about non-violence, but we know from 
experience that this policy of Mr. Gandhi has been found repeatedly to 
have led to violence and violence has been a recurring evil in this 
connection. We have heard of ahimna or non-haired and many other 
similar Sanskrit or Greek words of which I do not know the meaning, 
but I submit that every one who thinks of this matter w’ill agree with 
me that the whole movement has been based not only on on intense 
hatred of the foreign rulers of the land but also of people who do not 
happen to agree with the Congress politics of the present day. Sir, we 
have heard that this agreement has produced a very good impression 
even in Delhi. It may have pleased all sections and it may have for 
the time being helped to bring quiet and calm into the political 
atmosphere of India, but, Sir, it will not have a lasting effect because 
it will drag the people into lawles-sness again. It will also play upon 
the credulity and innocence of the masses and the enthusiasm of 
impressionable youths of this country which is likely to lead to breach 
of peace and commission of violence w'hich it will be impossible for the 
Congress leaders to allay. There are signs already appearing that the 
leaders of the Congress will be paid back in their own coin, but that ia 
another matter. 

My friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, complains that we cannot 
agree to the resolution because Bengal has been ignored. I say, Sir, 
that we are nervous about this resolution or, as a matter of fact, nervous 
about any settlement because we believe that Moslems have been 
thoroughly ignored. I want it to be clearly understood that we shall 
be no party to any compromise or agreement of peace or settlement 
unless we are assured and convinced that the rights and privileges and 
inieiesU of the Mussalmans in this country are properly and duty safe* 
guarded. 
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Sir, we have heard a good deal about Hiudu^Moslem uuit^r^ but that 
ift a mere pious expression of opinion and so far no practical steps have 
been taken to solve this problem, and the great men who sat at Delhi 
together to arrive at an agreement did not consider this aspect of the 
question. Sir, I have ver^^ little time at my disposal and I am afraid 
I cannot fully express myself. But I want it to be clearly understood 
that it matters very little whether we are ruled by a foreign 
Bureaucracy or not, but so long as the position of Mussalmans is not 
safe and they are not allowed to live in this country as citizens and 
respectable citizens, we shall not be a party to any compromise, but on 
the other hand, in the absence of reasonable terms of peace, we will 
make it impossible for any Government to continue unless that Govern- 
ment gives us what we want. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 11. R. PRENTICE: At the beginning of this 
session when speaking on Mr. S. M. Bose’s motion regarding the 
declaration of policy made by the Premier at the Bound Table Con- 
ference, I appealed for the cordial co-operation of all sections of the 
community in working out the details of the scheme outlined by the 
Premier, and more specially of that large section of the community 
which had up till then adopted the policy of non-co-operation. I am 
now in the fortunate position of being able on behalf of Government 
to support a motion, which hails the end of non-co-operation by 
expressing this Council’s satisfaction at the successful conclusion of the 
recent conversations between His Excellency Ijord Irwin and Mr. 
Gandhi, and offers its congratulations to them and to other peace- 
makers who have worked for the cessation of strife. I am not going to 
follow Mr. J. N. Basu into his historical summary of past years or of 
events preceding the recent settlement. I am going to confine my 
remarks to that alone and what follows therefrom. For this settlement 
not only marks the cessation of strife, but provides for the participation 
of th^ representatives of the Congress in the further discussions that are 
to take placii <m the scheme of constitutional reform. 1 am perfectly 
certain that all but a few members of this Council recognize with 
thankfulness the great change which this agreement has brought about 
in the condition of the country and appreciate the fact that it opens the 
door to a fuller and freer discussion of the difficult and all-important 
problems which have to be solved before, as stated in Eai Dr. Haridban 
Dutt Bahadur’s motion, India can take her proper place amongst the 
free nations of the world. 

On that prei^ipus occasion I promised that given the <^portunity 
Government would all they possibly could to co-operate both inside 
and outside tb® Council with those who were working towards the 
fruition of the Premieres declaration. In the new conditions bronght 
about by the recent agreem^t, I can <mly repeat that undertaking* and 
add that whereas in the past ^vemment and their officers have hadt 
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I a lai^ portion of tJieir time and energy to countering the forces 
of <^»8truciion and destruction, they are now freer to deal with construe- 
tiro work and can press on with undivided energj' towards the attain- 


meiil of the goal which was announced by the Prime Minister at the 
adjournment of the Round Table Conference. At the same time I 
would appeal to the members of this Council and through them to the 
people of Bengal to credit Government with the intention of honestly 
carrying out this pledge and not to make the situation more difficult 
than it might be by imputing to Government and its officers motives of 
which they are entirely innocent. In the answer I gave to the short- 
notice question at the beginning of tonlay’s proceedings, I explained 
the action that was taken by Government to implement and carry out 
loyally the policy of the Government of India. I hope and believe 
that most of the members of the Council are now satished that the 
allegations, which have been made outside the Council, that Govern- 
ment have been endangering the success of the agreement by failing 
loyally to carry it out, are entirely unfounded. On behalf of Govern- 
ment I can unhesitatingly declare that eveiything has been and is being 
done to dispose as quickly as possible of the very considerable amount 
of detail which is involved in canyung out the various portions of the 
agreement. For they recognise that speed is not only desirable l)ut 
essential. 


As regards the case of Babii Bipin Bihari Ganguly referred to by 
Dr. Sen Gupta, I have called for the papers and shall examine them 
without delay. 

I do not know whether Mr. X. K. Basu expects his speech to l)e 
taken seriously. I can assure him that he has ou<*e more succeedeii in 
making it clear that in his opinion every allegation against the 
executive officers and the police in Bengal is prnnd facie true. I doubt 
if that is his professional attitude towards his numen)us clients. But 
even if it is, obviously Government cannot possibly accept his view, 
I do not propose to discuss the incidents he has referred to. No doubt 
we shall hear of them more than once during the remainder of the 
session. 

But I must refer to his complaint that Government have not 
followed up the agreement by a general release of detenus. I would 
xemind the Council that in the words of paragraph 4 of the statement 
isshed by the Governor-General in Council, the settlement relates to 
activities directly connected with the civil disobedience movement. It 
does not relate to the detenus at all. I have seen the case of every 
person detained under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act— 
indeed 4o final orders are issued in any such case without my personal 
approTel— and I can assure the Council that there is not a single 
peraon detained under the Bengal Criminal Law AjnendmCnt Act for 
llii pcditical activities or in connection with civil disobedience. The 
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Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act does not, and was never intended 
to, refer to such activities, and I can assure^ the Council that it is in no 
case being used for such a purpose, and that all persons detained at 
present under its provisions are outside the scope of the agreement. 

I do not propose to-day to discuss the reasons for the action taken 
under this Act. I shall do that on a later occasion. To-day I can 
only say that at present Government v ould not be discharging their 
responsibility for the safety of the provincje, did it not use the powers 
deliberately given to it by this Council in August last year. As soon 
as the present perils have disappeared, (i^ove^nment will act in no 
niggardly spirit. But at present such a course is not open to them, 
owing to conditions over w^hich they have no control. 

And now that we are engaged in discussing, and I trust will soon 
pass, unanimously one of these motions of congratulation for what is 
past and of good hope for the future, may I appeal to members of this 
Council, in the words of a friend of mine, ‘‘to let bygones be has- 
beens,’* and to have regard tn the considerations which according to 
paragraph 8 of the statement issued by the <}overnor-General in Council 
led Mr. Gandhi not to press the matter of an inquiry? We have told 
our officers to have a blind eye and a deaf ear to allegations about 
excesses on the part of supporters of civil disobedience, and to give 
things a chance of settling down. And I would appeal to all members 
of Council* and especially to those who can believe nothing good about 
Government officers or the police, to put a similar restraint on then^ 
selves, and to do their share towards establishing the atmosphere of 
good-will that is so desirable at the present time, and will be infinitely 
more important when full responsible government is Introduced in the 
province. For the officers and men who have served Government so 
loyally and well in the past, will be the offi(‘ers and men to whom the 
Government of the future has to look and on whom it must depend if it 
is to luBotion successfully. And I submit that it is well worth the 
while — ^nay taUfetr the bounden duty — of those, who look forward to be 
in effective charge of the administration in the future, to see that when 
the transfer comes about, all the servants of Government shall have 
ftill confidence in the fairmindedness of their future chiefs, and shall 
not be apprehensive of the treatment they may receive in the future 
for their loyalty to Government in the past. Mutual esteem and trust 
and good-will will be even more important then than now. ./ 

Mr. J. N. l^su in his motion refers fo the work that still remains to 
be done at tb^' Bound Table Conference. The speech of the Secretary 
of State in the receslt debate in Parliament has made it clear to all of 
us that there is no intention of allowing the work already done at the 
Bound Table Conference to lapse, or of delaying inAefinit^y the 
further steps that have to be taken to hiring its deKbemti^e A 
anecessfttl and nractical condniumi. 
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iBut as I pointsd out m a previous occasion, much of the work that 
reltiftiiis to be done is work which devohes not upon Government but 
on ^e leaders of various communities. That includes what might 
almost be described as the fundamental problem in Bengal I mean the 
communal problem. For on its early and satisfactory solution 
depends, in my opinion, very largely the success of the future adminis- 
trative system. An appeal has already been circulated by one member 
of this Council for an agreement between the two great communities, 
and I hope that at no distant date the leaders, both all-Indian and 
provincial, of the communities will get together and in a spirit of give 
and take and of honourable and friendly co-operation arrive at a lasting 
and satisfactory solution of tlie problem, which all of us recognise to be 
one of the gre^t obstacles in the way of responsible self-government, 
especiaUy, may I say, in this province. As I said before. Government 
will do all they can to help, but they consider that the solution must 
come, first from an agreement between the leaders, and next from a 
willingness of the communities themselves to support and carry out any 
agreement at which the leaders may arrive. 

There are other important problems to be solved, all of which bristle 
with difficulties. But 1 do not propose to touch upon tliem to-day. 
All I desire to say before I sit down is that if the work that still 
remains to be done is tackled in a spirit of friendly co-operation, with a 
single-eyed devotion to the interests of India as a wlude and not of any 
section or class or community, then we can look forward with every 
confidence to the early attainment of that goal when, :n the words of 
Eai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur’s motion, India will take her proper 
place amongst the free nations of the world. 

The following motion of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was then put and 
agreed to: — 

“This Council expresses its satisfaction at the successful conclusion 
of the recent conversations between His Excellency Lord Irwin and 
Mr. Gandhi and offers its congratulations to them and to other peace- 
makers who have worked for the cessation of strife and for bringing 
about an atmosphere of good-will so that the work that still remains 
to be done at the Bound Table Conference may be successfully and 
satisfactorily accomplished . ’ ’ 

The motion of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Adjounwieiit 

The Cbuiicil was then adjourned tUl 8 p.m., on Tuesday, the 17th 
Ifarehy 18dl| at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proof diiigi of tN Bongaf Lofioltthrt Oounoll ofomiiloil lamlir Vm 
firovliioiii of tlM Covomniofit of liHlia Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 17th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 

Prooont: 

Mr. President (the Hon^ble Baja Sir Manmatha Nath Bat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Membera 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon^ble Ministers and 106 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or alRrmation. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to iho 
Crown 


Mr. K. F. G. Stronach, 


Starroli Qtif tions 

(to which oral answors wore given). 

Adminion of studonts into Bogra IiNa School. 

M47. Or. aOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI S (a) la the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that 
in the Bogra Bchool admissions are made on communal basis? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in tbe affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in none of tbe 15 non- 
Government high English schools in tbe district of Bogra are admis* 
sions made on communal basis? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability cl diso<m* 
tinning the pr^ice in the said Government school? 

MINISTER in cil««o of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (till 
Hon’hlo Mr. Khwajo NoiiiiiiiddHi): (a) No: but 60 per cent, of the 
seats are reserved for Musaalmans to encourage education amongst them. 

(5) Does not arise. 
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(i?) Oovenun^l have no inlonnation beyo&d the fact that for most 
ai|ed schools in the district percentages are reserved for Moslems. 

(dT) Government propose making no change in the existing practice* 

Mr. feHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state in how many Government schools in Bengal 
seats have been reserved for Hindus? 

Tilt Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice of this. 


Grant to tho Cakuitta Ui^varslty. 

M48. Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKiRiEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what decision the Government have arrived at in connection with the 
application for financial assistance made by the Calcutta University 
for — 

(i) 1930-31 ; and 

(u) future years? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on account of the delay in 
deciding the question of financial assistance, the University had to 
reappoint its teachers for a short jieriod of five months only endings 
3l8t May, 1931? 

TIlO HofPMo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Govemment 
have already paid a grant of Rs. 2,43,000 for the year 1930-31 and have 
recently sanctioned a further sum of Rs. 1,67,000 for that year. 

(iV) The question of a future recurring grant will be considered 
after receipt of the report of a Committee Government have suggested 
should be appointed. 

(6) Govemment are aware that the University has reappointed 
certain teachers up to the 31st May, 1931. 

MautYi ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state hew this grant of Rs. 1,57,000 has b^n met, whether with the 
sanction of the legislature? 


nii NoB’INe Mr. KHWAJA NAZlMUODiN: By reappropriation. 
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ymlaiTid QiMtioiis 

(aimrtri to whioli won ioiil on the talilt). 

Number of Hindu and Mubtnunadan studenU in Nhoole. 

84. Seth HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: WUl the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of students reading in primary schools — 
(1) Hindu, (2) Muhammadan; 

{it) the present number of students reading in middle schools — 
(7) Hindu, (2) Muhammadan; 

(ui) the present number of students reading in high English 
schools — (7) Hindu, (2) Muhammadan; 

{iv) the present number of schools for boys of the backward com- 
munities aided by Government; and 

(v) the present number of maktahs, madrasahs, etc., for the 
Muhammadan students aided by Government? 

Tho HofPble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid 
on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No, 94, 

(t), (ti) and {Hi) The present number of students reading in — 
Primary ti^iools — 

(7) Hindu~-053,791. 

{2) Muhammadan — 1,091,106. 

Middle schools — 

(7) Hindu—121,481. 

(2) Muhammadan — 57,421. 

High English schools — 

(7) Hindu--220,209. 

(2) Muhammadan — 47»112. 
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Tii0 prment number of scbook for boys of the buckward oom- 
muAities aideil by Government — 2,135. 

(r) The present number of maktabs, madrasahs, etc., for Muham- 
madan students aided by Government — 19,761, 

Rai BiliailUr KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the present number of students of the back- 
ward communities reading in such schools? 

The Hen’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: I want notice. 


Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Daooa. 

95. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education llepartment be pleased to state 
the rwisons why the six junior inemlmrH of the mistr>' staff of the 
Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Da(^ca, were made permanent ia 
preference to the head miatries? 

(h) la the Ilon’ble Minister aware of the feeling of discontent 
amongst the senior staff in spite of the administrative approval to 
increase the scales of their pay? 

(c) Does the Hon*hle Minister propose to take any step for the 
removal of the grievances of the head mistriesP If ao, when? 

Tht Hofl’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: (a) Temporary 
schemee including these six posts were permanently sanctioned and on 
receipt of orders of sanction, these posts were treated as permanent. 
The remaining posts were unaffected by the above orders and continued 
to be temporary. 

(6) Government have no particular information. 

(c) Proposals for increasing their pay are under consideration and 
in any case could not be sanctioned until funds become available* No 
further steps are proposed. 

Khan iahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how are temporary schemes permanently 
•anetioned f 

Tha Han’hia Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: Since the posts have 
baaii permanently sanctioned they cease to be iemporaiy now. 
Temporary schemes have changed into permanent sdiemes how* ^ 

7 
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OartMeata imdir praaiaa (a) ta aaatian 72D (2) af tha Catarmiiairt 
af India Aek 

Tha HotfUa Mr. A. MARK: Sir, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of section 92 of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules and Standing 
Orders, I beg to lay on the table a statement showing the action taken 
by the local Government and by His Excellency the Governor under 
section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act since the last session. 

A token demand of rupee one having been refused by the Council 
under the head ^^25. — Jails and Convict Settlements’* for expenditure 
involved in maintaining and guarding the excess jail population in 
the new temporary Additional Special Jail, Dum Dum; Special Jail, 
Berhampore; Special Jail, Hijli, Additional Special Jail, Hijli, and 
the Additional Sub-Jail, Alipur Duars, His Excellency the Governor 
has certified under proviso (a) to section 72D (2) of the Government 
of India Act that the expenditure provided for by the demand is essential 
to the discharge of his responsibility for the subject. The Government 
of Bengal, therefore, direct that the above demand should be treated 
as if it had been assented to by the Legislative Council. 


Certificate. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure (viz., Rs. 4,30,000 which is 
included in the supplementary grant of Rs. 10,43,500 voted by the 
Council on the 11th of August, 1930, under the head “25. — Jails and 
Convict Settlements”) required for the maintenance and guarding of 
the excess jail population in the new temporary Additional Special 
Jail, Dnm Hum; Special Jail, Berhampore; Special Jail, Hijli; 
Additional Special Jail, Hijli, and the Additional Sub-Jail, Alipur 
Duars, and for which a demand for a token grant of Re. 1 under the 
head “26, — Jails and Convict Settlements” was made in the Legis- 
lative Council on the 11th February, 1931, is essential to the discharge 
of my responsibility for the subject. 


(Sd.) F. Staklet Jacksok, 
Oovemor of Bengal* 


Calcotta: 
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•iHitit trwiU of tilt CUmriiiiiiiit of longol f^ 1iS14t. 
DomaiKlB for Criiits. 

Laml Rovomio. 

Tho Non’lilo Sir PROVA8H GHUNDER MITTER: On the reoom- 
mendation of SEis Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Ra. 41,11,000 be granted for expenditure under the head **5. — Land 
Revenue.*' 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHASAIS 1 beg to move that the demand 
for Ra. 1,20,000 under the head “5A. — Charges of Adminiatration-— 
Land Acquisition Establishment — Pay of Establishment" be reduced 
by Rs. 50 (delay in Land Acquisition Proceedings with special reference 
to the acquisition of land for the proposed charitable dispensary at 
Bansberia). 

Sir, the object of this motion is to draw the attention of my Hon’ble 
friend Sir Provash to the delay which usually occurs in the acquisition 
of lands under the Land Acquisition Act. I^nd is generally acquired, 
as you all know, for public purposes — the sooner it is acquired, the 
better for the early accomplishment of the object for which it is 
acquired. The enthusiasm with which any public project financed 
by private individuals is undertaken, gradually wanes away at the 
unusual dilatoriness of the land acquisition proceedings. Government 
in this country is very slow to move. Everything has to come through 
many unnecessary forwarding channels. Simplicity of procedure is 
unknown here — hence the huge waste of public funds in the administra- 
tion of the country. For anybody who has cared to visit Italy must 
have been struck with wonder at the electric rapidity with which official 
business of every department of the State is being transacted under 
the direction of that great man — Mussolini, There is no duplication 
or triplication of business. In the United States of America, official 
business is transacted with the utmost rapidity — things which would 
at least take six months here are generally finished there in the course 
of a fortnight or so. Such is also the State efficiency of our Eastern 
neighbour—Japan. They have always an eye to simplification but in 
this country, the official tendency is to complicate matters and extend 
it to an inordinate length of time. Some of the existing laws instead 
of aiming at simplification have helped to increase complexities — the 
Land Acquisition Act being one of them. It is unfortunate that with 
so many administrators at the helm of affairs, the efficiency of the 
machinery of Government has not shown signs of improvement. The 
popular saying "too many cooks wpofl the broth" or rathM^ "ofieh 
sofipantey gajan tuuta** can fittingly be applied to our h^heavy 
adailniilntMm. 
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The cut and dried official reply to this would be, I suppose, that the 
law is there, they are here to administer it and so long as that law 
stands, it has got to be administered. To this my reply would be that 
the function of the administrator does not rest with the administration 
of the law alone as it stands but also includes other things as, for 
instance, to note in the course of its administration, defects of the law 
as well and try to have it rectified and adapted to the changing spirit 
of the times. I do not find any reason why one should tag himself to 
a slow machine rather than make any attempt to have its speed 
ai^celerated. The better cotirse would be, I suppose, either to refuse 
to work it or to make every endeavour to have it overhauled. 

Sir, I fully realise that there are certain difficulties involved in the 
land acquisition proceedings. Of course, various things have got to 
be considered. Notices have to be served on the parties interested in 
the land, their claims have to be settled, objections have to be heard, 
decisions have to be arrived at, apportionment to different interests 
have to be adjusted and many such things have to be done which may 
occupy a good length of time, but I do not think it should take more 
than six months at the latest. If the present law does not help in the 
speedy disposal of business, the law should be amended and the 
administrative machinery to be adjusted accordingly. If the amend- 
ment of the law in question be not within the cognisance of the local 
Government, it can, I believe, recommend for its amendment where it 
thinks necessary to the authorities concerned. Sir, you will agree 
with me that in these days of hard economic stress, it is very difficult 
to induce jieople to unloose their purse strings for any object, however 
laudable it might be. In those years in which there w^as no deficit 
budget, (iovernment hardly found money enough to supplement private 
contributions with grants for their furtherance. If anybody took the 
initiative in any work of public utility, the Government might not help 
it financially, but there was no harm in extending its sympathy, co- 
opemtiea and encoiiragement. Sir, I fail to understand why Govern- 
ment should Itfdirectly stand in the way of its accomplishment by 
adopting a dilatory course, I should like to cite here an instance to 
the point. Sir, there is one charitable dispensary at the northern end 
of the Bansberia Municipality for which the municipality has provided 
two beds during the current year over and above its annual grant. The 
want of another charitable dispensary was keenly felt by the people 
living in the southern section of the town. In 1927, I had a talk on 
the subject with a fellow townsman of mine, Babu BambuUuv Nandan, 
who had inheiSSted a fortune, he readily agreed to provide for a 
charitable dispensary in his ward. His proposal was submitted to the 
Sistrict Magistrate in April, 1928, and a plan followed later on. 
Alt^ some correspondence for about two years, Rs. 45,000 was 
depf^ited irith the Colleotor in 5 per cent. Government promissory notes 
And siibsequently another Bs. 10,000 was deposited with him for the 
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jnitpose of maintaming a passed midwife at the dispensary. About 
a, year ago, the District Magistrate asked me in my capacity as the 
Chairman of the Bansheria Municipality to send him a formal proposal 
with a plan of the plot for acquisition of land for the proposed dispensary 
which I promptly submitted. It is unfortunate that although a year 
is about to elapse, the matter lias not made any appreciable progress. 
If the work is not taken in hand during the lifetime of the donor, there 
was some likelihood of the deposit being witlidrawn by his successor. 
I should, therefore, like to ask the Hoirhle Member to kindly expedite 
the matter and thereby help the early materialisation of a work of 
great public utility in the loiality. 


The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: With the object 
of getting an alleged local grievance remedied I am afraid 
Muuiiidra Deb Itai Mahasai has followed a procedure which, to my 
mind, is not the right one. We got notice of this in the Revenue 
Department on Saturday morning. We at once sent a telegram to 
Hooghly and we liave not yet been able to find out (he exact position 
there. We can safely say that iliere has been no delay. As is well 
known to menihcrs of this House, at any rate to members who have 
been here for a considerable time, the Land Acijuisition Department is 
not the initiating department. Any department which requires land 
to he ac(|uired, whether the Local Self-Government or any other, are 
authoriseil to move the laind Acquisition Department to set the 
machinery of the A< t in motion, A proposal like this, therefore, came 
to the Local Self-Government Department. That proposal was sub- 
mitted to the Revenue Department and soon after it was submitted 1 
find that a notice under section 4 of the Land Acquisition A(*t was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 2nd October, 1930, but the 
Land Ac(|uisition Act provides, under section 5A : (1) that any person 
interested in the land notified under section 4, sub-section (7), at 
being needed or likely to be needed for a public purpose or for a company 
may, within thirty days after the issue of the notification, object to 
the actquisition of the land or of any land in the locality, as the case 
may be. (2) Every objection under sub-section (7) shall be made to 
the Collector in writing and the Collector shall give the objector 
opportunity of being heard either in person or by pleader and shall, 
after hearing all such objections and after making such further inquiry, 
if any, as he thinks necessary, submit the case for the decision of tho 
local Government together with the record of. the proceedings held by 
him and a report containing his recommendations on the objections. 
The deiision of the local Government shall be final. 

Noa^, Sir, section 5A is a new section. It was embodied in tha 
Land Aoquisition Act, at the instance of some non«oMcials, it did not 
ifipear in any part of the original Land Acquisition Act. The object 
was to give the person whose land was being compulsorily acquired an 
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6pporiunity to be heard in the matter. Now 1 cannot understand Rai 
Mahasai's grievance. Look at the other side of the question. Tou 
want to compulsorily acquire somebody's land and that somebody has a 
statutory right to put in his objection. Surely from October, 1930, to 
the present day not much time has been wasted. The objector had 
one month's time merely to put in his objection. After he put in his 
objection, he might reasonably require a month or more -to adduce 
evidence. Then a time will be fixed to ptit a hearing. Then the 
Collector will make his report. This is a procedure which the Land 
Acquisition Act provides. So in this particular ease, whatever his 
general grievances about delays of Government may be, and I agree 
that there may sometimes be some delay, in this particular case the 
Eai Mahasai has put in a very weak case indeed. In this case I submit 
that there was no delay and even if there was some delay I submit 
that there is no justification to ask the House to reduce the grant 
of the whole department because of certain exparte statements 
of one single case. I may also inform the House that the Secretary 
asked the Rai Mahasai for details. No details were forthcoming. I 
say this is not the way we expect the business of the House to be 
carried on. If Rai Mahasai had forwarded details I might have been 
able to do something about his particular grievance. On the other 
hand if he had written or seen tlie Secretary of the Revenue Depart- 
ment he could have got matters expedited. But to bring in a motion 
under this head for reduction of* the whole grant I submit is not 
dealing seriously with the House. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

ilaulYi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: *That the demand of Rs. 38,000 
under the head ‘5A.-— Charge of Administration— Ward's Estates 
EstablishinwiV (page 30, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 500 (to 
draw attention to the necessity of a judicial inquiry to decide the claim 
of the Modhyam Kumar of Bhawal Raj Estate)." 


Mtuivi TAMIXUDDIN KHAN: I l>eg to move — 

that the demand of Rs. 90,000 under bead "oA.— Charges oi 
Administration— Road Cess, Valuation and Revaluation Establishment 
—Temporary j ^Establishment" be refused; and 

that the demand of Rs. 90,000 under the head **5A.— Charges of 
Administration— Road Cess, Valuation and Revaluation Establishment 

Temporary Establishment" be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention 

to the undesirability of continuing this establishment in the face of the 
widespread distress prevailing in the country). 
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nvAa regards the first motion I hare tabled this in riew of the wide- 
^lead distress prevailing in the country and the necessity of holding 
in abeyance the revaluation that is going on in several districts. 
Bvery one knows that the country is passing through an economic 
crisis. It seems to me strange that in the face of this distress these 
revaluation proceedings are going on. I think the members of this 
House who have any experience of the revaluation proceedings will bear 
me out that the whole district is astir when such valuation goes on. 
The people are required to submit returns and as every one knows, Sir, 
the majority of them being illiterate they have to seek the help of some 
clerks or muktears at the district headquarters for the submission of 
these retiirns. They are subjected to various hardships and in these 
days of economic stress these hardships are almost too much for the 
cultivators and other people to bear. In my district, for instance (the 
district of Faridpur) revaluation proceedings are going on, and there, 
although the people are in great distress, they have to come in large 
numbers to the district headquarters for the submission of returns. 
From my own personal experience I can say that clerks and other 
persons who work as some sort of touts at the headquarters have been 
earning for the lost few months something like Ks. 100 to Bs. 200 a 
month on account of these proceedings. They seem to be the only 
people who are benehting by these proceedings. Not only they, but 
there are other persons also who are benefiting as well but 1 think it is 
better for me not to refer to them. I think, therefore, it is high time 
that these proceedings should be kept in abeyance for the time being at 
least. I think Government has not yet realised the serious situation 
which prevails in the countryside. 

3-30 p.m. 

In my district for example there have already Wn instances of 
hfit looting. The little money that the cultivators and other persons 
had is almost exhausted, and 1 <lo not know what the situation in the 
country will be in a month’s time, or two. There will he no money 
whatsoever, and the people without being provided with any money at 
all with which they can buy the necessaries of life would surely take 
to methods which are not recognised by law and within a very short 
time not only the Government hut the whole country will have to face 
a very serious situation. If these proceedings go on in a particular 
district I think the situation in that district will be aggravated. I do 
not propose that the proceedings should be stopped for all time to 
oome. There are people who are against these proceedings being 
iaitiaicri at all. I am not one of those persons. To my mind these 
proceedings are necessaiy*. When there is no record-of-rights the 
vniuatimi of cess ciyanot be made on an accurate basis. As soon as a 
reo(»^f*right is prepared it is much more easy for the authorities to 
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come to a correct valuation. Therefore these proceedings are naces* 
sary, and also as the proceeds, arising out of these proceedings, entirely 
go to the district and local boards, there should be no objections to 
them in normal times. But I beg to submit that under the present 
circumstances and during this time of distress these proceedings should 
be held in abeyance. Instead of doing away with the work already 
done I propose that the proceedings be stopped at the stage at which 
they have reached, and when better conditions prevail the proceedings 
may bo resumed. If that procedure is adopted I do not think Govern- 
ment will have anything to lose. On the other hand. Government will 
help the distressed people to a very large extent. Therefore, my first 
motion requires that the total amount of lls. 90,000 under head **5A. — ‘ 
Charges of Administration — Bead Cess, Valuation and Revaluation 
Establishment — Temporary Establishment'’ be refused. If my sugges- 
tion is accepted, I think there will hardly be any necessity for main- 
taining this establishment. From that point of view Government will 
not be in need of this sum. Therefore, I think, if this proposal is 
accepted Government can do away with the sum of Rs. 90,000 under 
this head and can profitably utilise it in some other department. 

I think that is all I have to say as regards these two motions. The 
second motion is only a recommendation for a token cut. If the first 
motion is not carried, then I shall press for the second one. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, as both the 
motions relate to the same subject I will deal with them together. Of 
the demand of Rs. *90,000 only Rs. 35,754 relate to the district of 
Faridpur. The programme of Faridpur is a programme for three years 
and five months. The work started there from Ist August, 1929. 
Thereafter, the work went on for the remaining portion of that year. 
Towards the end of the year 1930 the chairman of the district board 
made a representation through the Collector for stopping further wtOTk. 
^ome corrlNqiOl^dence ensued and the last on the subject was dated 
January, 1931. That letter came to my notice in connection with a 
Council question and the matter came to my notice. I made ceriaia 
inquiries, and as a result of those inquiries I have been assured by the 
Board of Revenue that in Faridpur the areas the revaluation of which 
have not begun were ordered to be stopped. Now, there is one point 
that arises in connection with the stopping altogether of the proceeding* 
which have commenced. The Cess Act provides that the cost has to be 
found by the district board. Now a certain sum has been spent and if 
that money is w’asted w'ithout the district board deriving any beneAt 
from such revaluation that body will suffer. The chairman of the 
district board however represented that it would be better for the 
district board to suffer that loss than to face further difficulty by 
piiooeeding with the revaluation of the whole district. That is a mallMr 
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w||jj^ Goveroment in the Revenue Department should not decide ABa})3r 
without consulting the I^al Self-Government Department particularly 
aa the proceedings under the Cess Act were started at the instance oi 
the district board. 

In view of the facts that have been brought to my notice I anr 
willing to call a conference which may he attended by the chairman of 
the district board of Faridpur and the mover of the resolution. The* 
other members of the conference will be the Ilon'ble Minister of the 
Locnl Self-Government Department, the Secretary to that Dt^partment^ 
the Member, Board of Revenue, the Se^cretary to the Revenue Depart- 
ment and myself. If the Revenue Department after the conference are 
satisfied then suitable action will he taken. I can assure the mover 
that we in the Revenue Department are not irresponsive to the present 
difficulties, hut this is a matter in which the Revenue Department alone' 
should not act. The proceedings were initiated at the instance of the 
district hoard in 1029. No one was then ai^are of the situation that 
would arise in 1980 and 1931. If on this assurance the mover will with- 
draw his motions, it will save the time of the Council; if not, I will have 
to go into the matter more fully. 

The motions of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan were then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

linulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,46,800 under the head “5A. — Charges of Administration — Roa<f 
Cess, Valuation and Revaluation Establishment” be reduced 
Rs. 1,000 (popular demand for amending certain provisions in the Cose 
Act and unsatisfactory manner in which valuation proceedings ar# 
carried on). 

I have tabled this motion on the grounds on which similar motions 
were tabled during the last two years. The first ground is that the 
Cess Act requires amendment and the second ground is that the manner 
in which' revaluation proceedings are carried on causes a good deal of 
hardship upon the various classes of tenants in this country. As regale 
the first ground that the Act requires amendment, I think the Hon 'file 
Member-in -charge is also of the same opinion as many members of thia 
House, and it will be gratifying to refer to the promise which he held 
out to this House last year. During the discussion of a similar motibn 
last year the Hon’ble Member said that be was wiRing to appoint a 
special officer to inquire into the matter, and after the special ofBoir 
submitted his report, the report would be considered by Government^ 
and then another committee consisting of some members of ibis House 
would be appointed for suggesting specific amendments that migfit W 
necessary. I do not know whether the special officer was already 
apiminted and whether he made any inquiry. Sir Provash also gave ue 
this aamurance that it would not take a long time for the special offieet 
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ta £niBh his work and submit his report. He said that six montb 
might be quite sufficient for the purpose. Not only six months but w 
see a year has elapsed and so I think the special officer must ha^ 
already submitted his report. If so, and if the assuiance of Si 
Provash is going to be fulfilled, then there will be no necessity fc 
pressing for acceptance of this motion at all. As we are in the dar 
certain motions like mine have been tabled. I think if nothing ha 
been done it is high time that something should be done. Everyon 
knows that the Cess Act has created a class of fictitious tenuri 
holders. Under the Tenancy Act persons who are out and out cult 
yators may be tenure-holders under the Cess Act. If he lets out 
portion of his holding to a sub-tenant or even if he sublets a portio 
of his holding to a hargadavy then the raiyat who is a cultivator i 
transformed into a tenure-holder, and according to the Cess Act hi 
cess is assessed at a higher rate than if he had been a cultivator. Thi 
b a thing which seems to be very iniquitous. In this view the Horn 
has been demanding an amendment of the Cess Act. I do not kno’ 
what actually has been done, but I think from the reply that th 
Hon’ble Member gives the House will l>e satisfied as to the action whic 
Government have already taken in this matter. 

As regards my second reason, viz.y the unsatisfactory manner i 
which these proceedings are carried on, it is a matter of regret that th 
officers in charge of these proceedings very often go astray in spite ( 
the clear provisions of the Cess Manual. I only refer to my ow 
district so far as the administration of the Act is concemec 
Valuation proceedings are now going on in the district of Faridpur an 
it is curious to know that the authorities are adopting different polici< 
in different parts of the district. 

3-46 p.m. 

Sir, our district consists of four subdivisions and of these Goalund 
is the mumest and the poorest and the worst subdivision from man 
points of view. That subdivision was first taken up by the authoritit 
and it was decided that assessment would be made at a valuation < 
Be, 18. It was subsequently found out that if assessment was made c 
that valuation the increment would be simply tremendous. Thearefoi 
we hear that the Revenue Board ordered that in subsequent stages < 
the prcKJeedings the valuation should not be at Rs. 18 but at Rs. 1( 
which is being applied to the rest of the district. Sir, the other sul 
divisions are materially better than the Goalundo subdivision, Thei 
the valuation is fixed at Rs. 10 whereas in the Gkmlundd subdivision 
was put at Bs, 18. I represented this matter to the Board of Bevenm 
I was surprised to hear that the Board could not give any relief an 
that it lay with the District Magistrate. I also saw the Bktri< 
lijagistrate who told me that he was bound hand and loot hy the nih 
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uiltr the Ceas Act and, that unless tenants approached him by way of 
appeal, he could not do anything in the matter. Sir, now I ask relief 
from the Hon’ble Member-in-charge. I should like to draw the 
attention of the House to the fact that the people in our country being 
generally illiterate they do not know their rights at all. They do not 
know what to do under particular circumstances and also it is a matter 
of regret that the assessment is not at all properly circulated in the 
mufaasal. When these matters are represented to a higher officer he 
considers that the peons must be taken at their word and notices must 
be taken to have been served. But people with actual experience knows 
that in 90 per cent, of cases notices are not properly served. Even if 
the notices are served, the people affected, due to their ignorance and 
lethargy, do not go to the authorities for redress and certainly under 
the present circumstances they have not the money to go to head- 
quarters to prefer appeals for the reduction of assessment. . Therefore 
I think that so far as the differential treatment which is being meted 
to different subdivisions of my district is concerned, the Hon’ble 
Member-in-charge will, 1 hope, look into this matter and try to see 
that justice is done to the poorest of the subdivision of my district. 

Now, as regards the grievance that the Cess Act is not properly 
administered the defect lies in the provisions of the Act itself. In 
this connection I would urge the same arguments which I used in 
connection with my previous motion. I need not repeat them here but 
those arguments are certainly relevant in connection with the proposal 
for the amendment of the Cess Act. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: T beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 1,46,800 under the head — Charges of Administra- 

tion — Road Cess, Valuation and Revaluation Establishment*’ be reduced 
by Rs. 101 (to discuss the working of the Cess Act, to draw attention 
to the present method of valuation, to urge for an inquiry into the 
incidence of cess taxation and for an early revision of the Cess Act). 

Sir, for nearly half a century, the ahwnh of road cess has been 
levied in the province in contravention to the terms of the Permanent 
Settlement. The work of collection has been entnisted to the samindars, 
without any ^adequate remuneration for collection expenses. They 
agreed to shoulder the responsibilities on the fina belief that the money 
•0 collected would be spent for the development of the rural roads and 
other works of public utility thereby contributing to the general well- 
being of their tenantry. Little could they imagine that this abicah 
wmild be a constant source of harassment to them and would ultimately 
lead to the ruin of many of them. The Cess Act is being administered 
by Oovemment since it came into force. The Ixical Self-Government 
Ael was passed a few years later in 18B5, when Government began to 
eontribuie a portion t>f the cesses ac^^ording to its pleasure to the 
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district boards constituted under the said Act and l$ter on alter yeart 
of continued agitation the whole of the cesses i^ere handed over to the 
district boards deducting therefrom Us. 5,50,0(K) as cost of collection. 

I should now like to raise a broad question of equity as to whether the 
collection of cesses should be entrusted to the jsamindars* without 
affording them the same facilities of collection as the Government itself 
enjoyed, in the collection of cesses from tliem. Speedy and handy 
methods of collection by the certificate procedure should not be the 
monopoly of Government or semi-Government institution, or of a 
favoured few. The difficulty experienced by the zamindars in the 
collection of Government ahwahs like road cess, drainage cess, sluice 
charges, etc., are beyond description. Laws delay have become prover- 
bial in this country. The long protracted procedure of the civil courts 
in their different stages are .simply scandalous. Unnecessary haraas- 
ment, pecuniary loss and unusual delay in the realisation of just dues 
are the concomitant evils which attend these lengthy proceedings. It it 
not only leading to the ruination of a good many zamindars hut also 
impoverishing the tenantry ns w'ell. In three of the divisions of 
Bengal viz. : — Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi — 206 estates in 1928 and 
230 in 1929 were sold for arrears of road and public works cesses alone. 
The number in 1930-31 would undoubtedly be still higher. The number 
of pending certificate cases against the zamindars for arrears of cesses, 
etc., in some of the districts in Bengal were simply appalling. There 
was only one Syed Reza Khan in the whole of Bengal during the reign 
of Nawab Murshid Kuli Khan, whose name has been handed down to 
infamy, for his rigour in the collection of revenue, but now under the 
garb of civilisation and in the name of law% such despots are not wanting 
to suck the life-blood of the zamindars caring little to see how the 
latter fared in the collection of their dues in these years of dirt 
economic distress. 

Now ^ming to the question of revaluation, I should like to point 
out that whieti the Cess Act came into operation, the total cess amounted 
to Rs. 46 lakhs of rupees — it has nearly doubled in fifty years and 
there was no knowing whether it would be trebled or quadrupled within 
the next fifty years — there being no limit to it. The cess is going up 
higher and higher with each revaluation. I would not }^ave grudged 
it, had there been a corresponding increase in the taxable capacity of 
the nation, had there been a proportionate increase in the productivity 
of the soil ,|uid had the economic condition showed marked signs of 
improvement. For instance, in my district, Hooghly, where the soil 
has continuously ' been the subject of diminishing return with the 
eonsequent decrease in the value of lands, it wiis strange that the cess 
revaluation of 1928 should not reflect the true state of afiNdrs, The 
eees of the district before the last valuation amounted to Bs. 1,62,460 
and alter revaluation it has risen to Es. 2,00,d23i Perhaps it was due 
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toAt ow/ealouimess of the <''e8s Reralaatioii Officer, who might have 
Alt |(ye more to his own promotion and prospects than to the interest of 
tile eess payers. The tax has fallen heavily on the middle classes. In 
tite eess revaluations, not only the cultivated lands are calculated but 
also jungly gardens and waste lands are whimsically and arbitrarily 
tdken into account. Advantage is also taken in the peculiar definition 
in the Cess Act under which cultivating raiyats can be classed as 
tenure-holders if they let out even a fraction of their lands. As tenure- 
holders, cesses are calculated not on rental basis but on the valuation 
of the land. The result is that those who had to pay half-anna in the 
rupee are sometimes re(iuired to pay even ten times the former cess. 
It is very difficult to understand the intricacies of the Cess Act, far less 
to an illiterate tenant to whom it is not intelligible as to how his cess 
can suddenly rise up by leaps and bounds to an abnormal figure. He 
generally holds the zamindar’s p<»ople responsible for the increase and 
refuses to pay either the cess or the rent. The result is the institution 
of suits by the landlord, perhaps, after \^aiting for four years, i.e., just 
before the limitation period, the contest goes on in the lower court, 
the appeal in the diftereiit appellate courts, the final decree, sale, 
annulment of sale proceedings, confirination of sale, trouble over 
possession, criminal proceedings and so forth. All these meant 
suspension of collection of rents and cesses for a number of years, 
various pecuniary losses and harassment of the landlord and the 
increased indebtedness of the raiyat and his ultimate ruin. These are 
matters of everyday occurrence and are well-known to the members of 
this House. Coverument, on the other hand, hug got nothing to lose 
but is rather a gainer in increased stamp revenue. By the handy 
certificate procedure or by the sale of the estate, through its stern 
Revenue Officers it feels absolutely no difficulty in the realisation of its 
cesses from the zemindars. Mark the difference between the two 
procedures and the solicitude of the Government for the well-being of 
the zamindars and the raiyats will reveal itself in its true colours. 

Rural Bengal has got to bear a burden of about a (jrore of rupees in 
ceases, Rs. ilO lakhs in union board rates and the imposition of the 
primary education cess of a crore of rupees a year later, will grind it 
down under the heavy load of taxation in the near future. It is high 
time for the Government to take stock of the realities of the situation 
and see that the people are not crushed under the wheels of the 
administrative machinery'. 

Pray do not misunderstand me. I am not unaware of the fact that 
district boards and union boards cannot go on with their work of public 
utUiiy unless sufficient funds were forthcoming but at the same time, 
may I not ask whether it is not the duty of the executive Government 
to find out ways and means for the removal of unjust exactions and to 
adopt a more equitable and humane adjustment of the incidence of 
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taxation. If the law^ stood in its way, why not repeal it and luring 
in fresh legislation to remedy the existing defects. If the en^gy of 
the executives be solely directed towards the continued inflammation ol 
the revenue side, the people would be helpless. It was a strange irony 
of fate that those born with silver spoons in their mouths generally 
occupied the administrative gadi and little did they care for the woes 
and miseries of the teeming millions. 

In conclusion, I should like to urge the early appointment of a 
representative committee of the Bengal Legislative Council with a few 
officials to examine the question in all its aspects and draft a Cess 
(Amendment) Bill. 

4 p.m. 

Maillvl HAiSAN ALI: I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,46,800 under the head “5A. — Charges of Administration — ^Itoad 
Cess Valuation and Revaluation Establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(work of revaluation is being made in a drastic manner causing enormous 
enhancement in the road cesses payable by the raiyats). 

Sir, I want to draw attention of the Government to the fact how the 
raiyats of Bengal are groaning under the inequitous impositions of road 
taxes and in what drastic manner these impositions are being made. 
The House is well aware that these inequities are largely due to the 
amazing intricacies and complications of the Cess Act itself and the 
harmful defects of the Act have from time to time been brought to the 
notice of the Government by different hon’ble members of this House. 
But, Sir, the Governitient have not paid any heed to it. 

Sir, no practical steps have been made to amend this wonderful piece 
of work known as the Cess Act so as to remove the grievances of the 
people on the other hand. Sir, it is being applied with invigorated 
energy ns a most patent engine of oppression by way of enhancing the 
asaessmenta. 

Sir; we see that on every revaluation' of cesses we find that there is 
an increment of cesses and so the assumption is that the value and 
productivity of the lands held by the people is increasing day by day. 
Again, we see in each revaluation there is an enhancement of ceaa 
assessed upon each holding of each tenant. 

Are we to understand that the raiyats of Bengal are being enriched 
every year and the value of their lands is also increasing? To assume 
this is nothing but deliberately shutting one’s eyes to the truth. The 
raiyats oi Bengal are every year groaning under famine and scarcity. 
Thouaamis and thousands are dying for want of proper clothing and 
adequate hou^g. Thousands and thousands are succumbing to death 
for want of proper medical help. And yet you say that the value and 
proceeds of their lands are being increased and so the road cesses must 
be mcreaaed* 
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^6 is a sheer irony of fate indeed. The tenfnts of Bengal are to 
pay tax for roads even if they lose their legs to walk over them. Sir^ 
in my district the amount of cess assessed this year is nearly doubled 
and one will be shocked to hear how this redoubling process has beea 
pursued. 

The tenant who cultivates some portions of his land by his own 
ploughing and some portion by adhiars has been regarded as a tenure- 
holder. How this distinction of cultivating raiyat and a non-cultivating 
raiyat arises is a mystery. Again the valuation of different classes oi 
lands has been fixed most sweepingly and whimsically without reference" 
to the varying local conditions. Cesses have been assessed on waste^ 
patit and uncultivated lands. Is not the assessment upon those unpro- 
ductive lands an unjust imposition, an extortion without parallel in any 
civilised landH Proper heed has not been paid even in ascertaining the- 
annual value or profit of the land. The result is that we have found to 
our astonishment that a raiyat holding a jama of Be. 1 has been assessed 
to pay the road cess of lls. 4. This is only illustrative of very many 
ridiculous cases of like nature. In most cases of the middle class jotedarn 
the valuations have risen to d to 2o times the annual rent and in almost 
all cases the cesses have in(‘reased from 5 to 25 times the previous road 
cess. 1 know, Sir, that the enhancement of road cess is sought to bw 
justified by saying that the district boards are in need of more money and 
BO the increment in road cess is in the interests of people themselves. 
I do not see any reason, Sir, in argument like that: district board has 
got no special charm for the people if binder the pretence and in the- 
name of Helf-govenimeut you want to kill them. And the Hon’ble 
Member for Revenue will perhaps say that the cases of extreme nature 
might have been remedied by taking resort to legal remedies: Sir, in 
this respect also, people are helpless. Because authorities of valuation^ 
are there inevitably for reje<*ting summarily the petitions for revisions' 
of sufferers. In many cases the sufferers come late and their cases are- 
most ruthlessly dismissed on the ground of limitation, and this limita- 
tion has been a curious thing in the Cess Act. The valuation officers will, 
regard the notice as served only on the almighty peon’s report no matter 
whether the tenant concerned gets it or not. In many cases it wan 
found that the assessee on the very day he actually received his roll 
coming to the office found to his utter surprise that his notice was served 
kmg ago and his remedy is time-barred. No amount of plea that the 
limitation should run from the date of knowledge will be of any avail;: 
because the Cess Act contains no such express provision. 

Sir, it is useless to enumerate the hard lots of the raiyat# in the hands- 
of tile revaluation officers; unless the Government feel it their duty to 
Inquire into the whole matter of the revaluation processes ia Bengal. 
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Raja iahadiir iHIIFENDRA NARAYAN SINN A, of HastiifNir: ] 

beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,46,800 under the head ‘‘5A. — ^Road- 
ICess Valuation and Revaluation Establishment*’ be reduced by Re. 1 
^desirability of amending the Cess Act in the near future). 

I do not like to add anything to what has already been said by the 
previous speaker nor do I like to criticise the working of the Cess Act. 
For the last few years there has been criticism with regard to the work- 
ing of this Act, so I do not like to repeat those criticisms at the present 
moment on a point that has been dealt with by the previous speaker, 
especially when the Ilon’ble Member has himself admitted the defects in 
the working of the Act. For the last few years the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department has been drawn 
to the arbitrary and whimsical way in which the Revaluation Officer has 
acted with regard to determining the valuation of lands and assessing 
the cess. Instance after instance has been quoted and been brought to 
the notice of the Tfon’ble Member in charge of the department of the 
inequities and injustice which have been done to the poor cultivators, 
to peasants, and I should say, to the landlords as a (duss and of how they 
have suffered for the action of the wliimsical officers of tlie Revenue 
Department, but on each occasion the Hon’ble Member has taken shelter 
behind the statement that the present A(’t is a defective one and the 
defects cannot be rectified unless the Act be amended. Last year he 
assured the House that the matter was under his consideration and it 
would take about three or four months to complete the work and that he 
would be able to present an amending Bill in the House in the near 
future. But a year has passed by since then, but no information has 
been given to us as to what progress has been made. 

The object of my motion is to draw the notice of the Hon’ble Member 
to his proposed amendment of the Cess Act, and to request him to inform 
us as to what progress has been made and at what stage it is now, also 
to inform the House whether he would be able to present a Bill in the 
near fut^'e. I would also request him to add some members of this 
Council to the committee to draft the said amending Bill. With these 
few words I beg to move ray motion. 

Ktum Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
-demand of Rs. 1,46,800 under the head ‘*5 A. -—Charges of Administration 
— ^Boad Cess Valuation and Revaluation Establishment” be reduced by 
B.e. 1 [to draw attention to the inequities of present cess incidence, to 
the imm^ate necessity of revision of the Cess Act after an inquiry into 
the workiiig of Cess Act, and to urge the early appointment of a small 
Representative Committee of the Bengal Legislative Council with a few 
4 ifficials for drafting a Cess (Amendment) Bill]. 

Sir, the latter part of my motion is in consonance with the opinion 
^tta^ressed by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Kevemie Depar^nant 
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at the last budget discussion that he would appoint a special officer with 
a view to inquire into the incidence of cess taxation and to see if a case 
could be made out for the amendment of the Cess Act) and thereafter to 
appoint a small committee of this House to draft an amending Bill. 
I understand that a special officer has been appointed and some progress 
has been made though I do not consider that progress to be satisfactory. 
That is partly because unfortunately for the* Revenue Department the 
Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter had been to the Round Table Con- 
ference and if he had not gone to the Conference, probably the progress 
would have heen much quicker. Any way now that he has come back, 
I hope he will expedite the matter. I would just like to know when it 
will be possible for him to appoint a small committee of the House with 
n few officials and non-officials to draft an amending Bill. I consider 
that in a matter of this nature it is very essential that both officials and 
non-officials should combine for the purpose of finding out a solution of 
this complicated problem. I consider that this piece of Cess Act is a 
standing monument of a mischievous Act which is inexplicable and 
made further inexplicable by the rules of the department. I do not 
pretend to have much knowledge of law, but I certainly do consider that 
Oovemment must have the authority of strong legal wisdom when in 
spite of the clear definition in the Art that annual valuation should be 
assessed on a rent basis and only when there is no rent basis, to go upon 
valuation, revaluations mainly proceed upon considerations other than 
rent basis. Any way these are legal matters which should be solved 
later. But I would just at the present moment draw the attention of 
Oovemment to the serious situation which Bengal has come to to-day. 
Maulvi Tamizuddiu Khan was complaining that the Goalundo subdivi- 
sion, the poorest in the district, was hard hit, so much so that it would 
hiive to pay a very large amount of cess tax, whereas fertile areas will 
pay much less. My friend need not lament over this because that is the 
history of the Permanent Settlement to a considerable extent. From 
the date of the Permanent Settlement to the present day the Presidency 
and Burdwan divisions have been paying such high revenues that a cer- 
tain amount of high cess taxation is almost inevitable in some parts of 
the Presidency division. But quite apart from that there are methods 
of valuation which lead one officer to high taxation in one district and 
low in another. 1 do not think it is unknown to the Hon’ble Member 
that in the Presidency and Burdwan divisions land is not very fertile ; at 
least in the Presidency division fertility is very much less, while in the 
lattmr division it is slightly better. The Rajshahi division in spite of (If 
fertility is much better off than the other two divisions as regards cess. 


But what about the revenue figures? I was studying the figures 
during the last two days and the House will be interested to hear that 
the revenue per acre in the Presidency division is Be. 1-12; that is what 
Cbtemiuent take for each acre of land. In the Burdwan division it is 
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Ba. 2 per acre; in Dacca it is 10 annas; in Rajskahi it is Be. 1-4 and in 
Chittagong it is Re. 1-0. As regards the cess incidence, there is a wid^ 
diversity. The Presidency division has to pay 9 annas per acre, Burdwan 
6 annas 6 pies, Dacca 4 annas and Bajshahi and Chittagong 5 annas 
each. In addition to that every division has to pay 4 annas 6 pies per 
acre as union rate. The amount of money which tenants have to pay to 
the landlords as their own share quite apart from revenue is also widely 
different in different divisions of Bengal. The tenants have to pay 
Rs. 7-11 per acre in the Presidency division and Rs. 6-9 in the Burdwan 
division; Rs. 3-6 in the Dacca division; Rs. 5-7 in the Rajshahi division 
and Rs. 5-10 in the Chittagong division. 

The situation therefore is that the less fertile the land is, the greater 
amount of tax it has to pay as sliare of the cess incidence, and landlords' 
share and revenue share. But looking from the point of view of wealth 
of the people, let us for a moment go into the question of what is the 
normal acreage of a particular family. Statisticians are agreed that so 
far as Bengal is concerned, 5-15 per head is the average unit of a family; 
in other words, each family contains 5*15 persons. Each family has to 
cultivate about four acres of land. I was calculating that figure and 
after meeting the cost of cultivation which is roughly 70 per cent., what 
is left for a cultivator’s family is roughly Rs. 90 for four acres of land. 


4-16 p.m. 

It will be interesting for you to know that out of this Rs. 90 which 
is the gross iiK'ouie for the time being, 7 ‘8 per cent, is the annual 
revenue ( barge. Thirty-four per cent, goes as rental, 2*2 per cent, a.s 
otlier charges on land and cess and 2-5 per cent, is the union rate. In 
other words, out of his gross income and after paying ail cost of cultiva- 
tion he lias to pay 47 -6 per cent, as rent, revenue, cess charges and if he 
has to meet the education cess and other charges and liabilities, it will 
be 50 per cent. Sir, one can imagine what is left to the cultivator for 
his fooding, clothing, etc. I also calculated as to what that Hoirble 
Member in charge of Jails, who is also Member in charge of Revenue, 
will demand for the cost of maintaining jails, taking 5-5 per cent, of the 
people in jail. I am bringing to the notice of the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of Revenue the present deplorable position in the hope that he 
will be able to remedy it. I do not (‘omplaiu it is liis responsibility, but 
surely no time should be lost in effecting a remedy. I was looking'into 
the question of the magnificent section in the Cess Act, viz,, a tenant 
is deemed by some process of the Revenue Department to be a tenure- 
holder. The di s^ict of Nadia, to which I belong, has a population of 
13 millions. I! 6*5 persons be taken as the number of persons in one 
family, the total nxmiber of agricultural families in my district comes 
to about 260,243. Would you be surprised to hear that tenure-holders 
paying cess are also 247,000. Every tenant is thus considered to be a 
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Hiltire-holder and I think the situation is very unfair. The operation 
el this Act, therefore, does not grive a valuation on a right basis. If the 
population of Bengal be considered, you will find that two out of 
three tenants are treated as tenure-holders, i.e., two have to pay high 
rotes out of every three. I have shown that in the Presidency division 
almost every man is considered a tenure-holder. I have already shown 
you that unfortunately under the revenue settlement some divisions have 
to pay a very heavy rate while certain other divisions pay a low rate. 
The situation to-day is such that the Presidency and Burdwan divisions 
are going down and down in fertility but have to pay more and more in 
taxes. As I have shown you, calculated on the basis of 4 acres of land, 
this leaves a margin of Hs. 90 out of which 50 per cent, is taken for 
revenue and other purposes. This is certainly a serious situation in a 
country like Bengal where the great majority of people are agriculturists 
and food-producers. You will tell us that, some time or other, every 
country is confronted with the food problem but there in times of 
emergency, the producers are given a helping hand. In Bengal that 
time is coming and I hope that some provision will be made to avert 
disaster and create co-operation between people and Government. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Ra. 5,81,500 under the head ‘5A. — Charges of Administration' be reduced 
by Rs. 65,720.” 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 5,81 ,500 under the head ‘5A. — Charges of Administration’ be reduced 
by Rs. 50,000,” 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I would like to state a 
few facts. One fact that will be admitted by the Hon’ble Member is 
that the incidence of the cess revaluation which has been made from 
time to time is felt to be a great hardship in many points (^nd there 
are large inaccuracies in it which need to be remedied. I expect that 
the Hon’ble Revenue Member will repeat this year his promise of last 
year that something is being done and that some inquiry is being made 
to remedy things. I only wish to draw attention to the fact that it 
would be unwise when he is considering the question of readjusting the 
cess to limit the inquiry within the four comers of the general principles 
of the Cess Act. It would be better if the inquiry is widened a little 
further and examination made on the basis of taxation for local adminis- 
tration. Cess is levied for local administration and taxation for local 
purposes. I am perfectly sure if the matter is investigated it will be 
found possible to develop the whole basis of taxation for local purposes 
cm not ciuly more scientific lines but on lines which will be found to be 
less hard and exacting on the people. I only ask the Hon’ble Member 
to extend the scope of this inquiry so as to include consideration of 
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these questions and that consideration may also involye, to my mind 
it does involve, a consideration of the question of the constitution of the 
local administration. So if real relief is to be given and a satisfactory 
basis to be arrived at, the inquiry must be widened to include the whole 
question of the constitution of the local administration and the powers of 
taxation for local purposes. 

The Hofi’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: Two points 
arise for consideration, namely, (1) the administration of the Cess Act, 
as it stands, and (2) a more important point and a point of great 
moment to the public, namely, the amendment of the Cess Act on proper 
lines. I will deal first of all with the question of administration. I 
may remind both the members of this House who took part in the dis- 
cussion last year, that some of the difficulties about the administration 
of the Cess Act arise out of certain anomalies arising out of interpreta- 
tion of section 24 of the Cess Act. Mr. Tamizuddin and Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Azizul Haque dwelt on that. I then reminded the House that 
I passed certain orders in the Revenue Department with regard to some 
memorials received from the districts of Pabna and Bogra. 
These orders directed that the question as to whether a hargadar 
was a tenant, or a labourer should no longer be left in doubt. 
If a hargadar was a tenant, then section 102 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act required that his status as tenant should be declared; if he were a 
labourer, he had no interest in land, he would not come into the entry 
of record-of-rights at all. The decision on this main point would go 
to the root of many difficulties and anomalies which arise under section 
24 of the Cess Act. I further informed that House that if a hargadar 
was regarded as a tenant, he would be treated as such and the expres- 
sion ‘^cultivating raiyat” in section 4 of the Cess Act would apply to 
him. Those familiar with this question will remember that section 4 
says this: — 

“Cultivating raiyat” means a person cultivating land and paying 
rent therefor not exceeding one hundred rupees per annum.” 

And the explanation says; — 

“When rent is payable in kind, the money value thereof shall, for 
the purpose of this Act, be taken to be the annual value of the land* 
lord’s share of the crop calculated on an average of the three years next 
preceding any valuation under this Act.” 

Therefore if when a hargadar was a tenant, and paid rent in kind, 
the annual value would be calculated on the average of three years. 
The cess revaluation officer would proceed to value on the basis indicated 
in the explanation. A good deal of uncertainty would thus be removed 
in cases when the hargadar was a tenant and paid rent in kind. 

[At 4-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
mssembled at 445 p.xn.] 
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* m Hm'M* Sir PROVAtH CHUNOiR MITTERl I wm dnwin? 

attention of the House to the question of jrHevances about thtr 
aiteinistration of the Cess Act. I have already informed the House 
that these hargadart who are really tenants are definitely recorded as 
such, and if those who are hired labourers are not recorded at all, some 
of the difficulties will disappear. Orders have been passed by Govern- 
ment which will set matters right to that extent. 

1 informed the House last year that if the hargador was only 
labourer, and cultivated the entire land of a holding, then the man who 
held the land and got it cultivated by a Imrgadar labourer would be a 
raiyat and the assessment would be on the rent actually paid by him. 
In those cases too difficulties would disap]>ear. But difficulties arise 
most in cases where an occupany raiyat has, say, 8 or 10 bighas of land, 
out of which he lets out say, 2 or 3 bighas either to a bargadar or a cash 
rent-paying sub-tenant. In those cases the footnote of section 24 
would apply. It provides for the summary valuation of the portion in 
khas possession of the occupancy raiyat. In order to mitigate the hard- 
ships arising out of the operation of this footnote, the Board of Revenue 
has issued instructions to different Collectors that the footnote may he 
treated as inoperative. The Board will come up to Government for 
sanction to delete the footnote, and we have decided to delete it formally, 
although actual orders have not yet been passed. 

Sir, reference has been made by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan to the 
fact that in two subdivisions of his district a flat rate of Rs. 10 is 
charged, whereas in two other subdivisions a rate of Rs. 18 is charged. 
This is very possibly due to the fact that orders have recently been 
j>a8sed for a flat rate of Rs. 10, but in the two subdivisions mentioned 
by him, these orders were not in operation when the assessment was 
made. As I have already said in connection with motions of Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan, that I am willing to go into the question of cess- 
revaluation of the district of Faridpur. In that connection I propose 
to consider the anomally referred to above. So the net result is that 
though the Cess Act may he an unsatisfactory Act, the difficulties in 
its working have been minimised as far as possible. All this was done 
mostly this year and to some extent a little while before last year’s 
debate. 

I have not yet touched on a question of far more vital importance, 
namely, the question of the amendment of the Cess Act. Members 
will remember that I promised last year to appoint a special officer to 
deal with the matter and accordingly it was decided that a special 
officer should be appointed and that he should work under the 
guidance of Mr. Fawcus who was then the Director of Land Records 
and Rai Bahadur Mahendra Nath Gupta, an experienced revenue 
officer. The special officer submitted a provisional report which has 
been examined by Rai Bahadur Mahendra Nath Gupta and is now 
under examination by Mr. Fawcus. As the Board of Revenue is 
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intimately concerned and is now presided over by Mr. Sacbse, bimBelf 
an experienced revenue officer, the Board also has been examining the 
question and has submitted certain proposals. The Divisional Com- 
missioners were also consulted and they have intimated their opinion 
on some of the points. I may tell the House that each one of us who 
has had to examine the amendment of the Cess Act agreed that if it 
were possible to have a uniform principle of assessment, it would 
certainly be desirable to adopt it. As regards proprietors and Bengal 
Tenancy tenure-holders it is not difficult to ascertain their net profit 
and so the principle of assessment based on net profit is quite feasible 
in most cases. But even with regard to those the question of posses- 
sion of khas land and the assessment thereof presents a problem of 
some difficulty. 

As regards the agricultural raiyat, the problem presents many 
difficulties. Under the present Cess Act, take a raiyat who pays at Re. 1 
per bigha, and let me assume that a neighbouring raiyat pays Rs. 6 
per bigha. This rack-renting may be due to the fact that in a rent 
sale a particular holding was made khas and there was an under- 
raiyat under the original raiyat. The first raiyat pays cess on his Re. 1 
and his neighbour pays cess on Rs. 6. In other words the rack-rented 
neighbour pays much more than the raiyat wdio pays a comparatively 
light rent. Then again, there are tenants who pay in kind. Even 
of those who pay in kind some may be tenants, others may be mere 
labourers or hargadars. These cases may lead to ti»e difficulty in 
adopting an uniform but just principle of assessment. 

As regard.s the cultivating raiyat and the cultivating under-raiyat, 
the position in the different districts is not the same. Take for 
example, Bankuru, Bakarganj ami Mymensingh. I am taking these 
three districts as typical one. Baukura is a poor district, where the 
question of subinfeudation is not acute. Bakarganj and Mymensingh 
are comparatively fertile districts but in the former the question of 
subinfeudation presents great difficulties but in the latter there is not 
much of subinfeudatioii. In framing the Cess Act it must be seen that 
the Act is of general application for the wdiole province, and the 
different problems affecting different districts will have to be carefully 
considered. After examining these problems and the different con- 
ditions in tJie different districts it will be necessary to evolve a system 
which will be of general application to all the districts and will not 
at the same time involve any injustice or avoidable inequality. The 
effect of the amendments on the cess revenue of the province has also 
to be taken into consideration. 

Then again other factors have to be carefully considered if we are 
lo adopt one pr&oiple for all classes, beginning with the proprietor and 
ending with the po^st under-raiyat. The cost of assessment under 
the new principle is a relevant factor which has to be examined caret 
fully. At the present moment the proprietor files his return; other 
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i^rns are called for and the cost is calculated accordingly; but if 
iri are to find out the income of the different classes of the people holding 
different interests in land, the expenses may be less, may be very 
much more and may be about the same. This requires examination. 
The method of collection and cost thereof is another factor, which has 
to be examined carefully. 

Then, Sir, the system of direct collection has also been suggested. 
That again has to Iw examined. If there is no direct collection and 
if the basis of assessment be other than rental, then the question as to 
how to fit in the proposed new system with the system of collection 
through proprietors has to be examined, as also what safeguards should 
be provided for the proprietors and tenure-holders. 


The question as to whether mills and factories should be assessed, 
and if so, on what basis, has to be decided. 


There are other important questions to l)e considered. Under the 
present Cess Act the owners of coal mines have to pay cess on the net 
profit.. The mineH>wners have also to pay income-tax. The ownere 
of tea estates on the other hand do not pay anything except a flat rate 
of Rs. 10 per acre. The basis of assessment in their case is different 
from that of mine-owners. The question whether this inequality 
between these two clas.se8 of cases should be allow'ed to continue or not 
has to be considered. The basis of valuation of tea land.s also requires 
examination. 


Questions may also have to he di8cus.sed between the local Govern- 
ment and the Government of India us to where the domain of income- 
tax will end and that of cess will begin, or whether the same set ol 
persons should pay both income-tax and cess. 

Under Schedule I of the Stdieduled Taxes Rules the local Govern- 
ment is entitled to impose a tax on non-agricultural land. The 
nou-agricultural land, if it is comparatively valuable, has to pay 
income-tax, and it has to pay cess if it is outside municipal areas. 
This question also has to be examined. 

From what I have said it is apparent that there are various questiona 
of principle which ought to be carefully examined. These are already 
under examination. A considerable progress has been made. 
Examination of a question of principle often presents to us the 
importance of further investigation of questions of fact. At any rate 
that was the experience that we gained when we proceeded to examine 
the materials collected by our special officer. The facts have to be 
sifted and examined in deciding these various questions of principle. 

Now the question has been raised as to when the proposed committee 
will be appointed. I promised last year that before final steps were 
taken a committee would be appointed and 1 said that Government 
would certainly welcome the advice of the committee. Now the 
advice of the committee will be particularly valuable on questions of 
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principle. This advice will be all the more valuable when wo are in a 
position to place relevant facts before it. If we appoint the committee 
before the facts and other relevant materials have been collected, then 
I may tell the House that it will be the best way of shelving the matter. 
It will take time to assemble the committee and the committee will 
naturally ask for these facts and if the committee were to try to gather 
those facts by wading through the different record-of-rights or cess 
valuation papers of different districts, then it would take much more 
time than what would be necessary if an intelligent officer were to 
collect all these informations beforehand. 

6 p.m. 

For that reason I cannot say that the time has just yet come for the 
appointment of a committee. But I can assure the House, in spite of 
the suspicion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, that even during 
my absence Mr. Sachse and other officers were, as I have told the House 
already, considering the problem as also the report of the special officer. 

Khan Bahaikir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of information. 
Sir. Cannot that report be circulated to the members of this House? 

Tha Hoil’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: As I said last 
year, generally speaking it is against our practice to circulate depart- 
mental notes. (A voice; until you get responsible Government.) 
Even when you get responsible Government you will find that the same 
procedure will be followed. It is well known that departmental notes 
are not circulated always in self-governing countries. Suitable materials 
will be placed before the committee but whether departmental notes 
would be placed or not is a matter for the Executive Government to 
decide. 

Then there is another point. Constitutional changes are imminent 
as a result of the deliberations of the Bound Table Conference, It may 
be a matter for consideration both for you, the members of this House 
and the Government or the committee, if a committee is appointed, 
as to whether the policy which appealed to Government last year should 
hold good under those altered circumstances. In other words, whether 
this Council or the Council under the new constitution should deal with 
a matter of so far-reaching consequence, but in any case whatever the 
decision of the committee or the Council on that point may be, materials 
are to be collected and no time is to be wasted. Even if it be decided 
that the committee should not deal with the matter, materials will still 
have to be collated. As to whether this Council or its successor should 
deal with thii'Tegislation Government will be in hands of this House. 
That is the general^ position with regard to the progress of the work 
of cess legislation. It may be possible to appoint a committed 
comparatively early after Mr. Fawcus’s report and certain other materiala 
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been collected. After investigation it might be found that 
fitlAer facts are necessary, but as at present advised I think it may 
be possible to appoint a committee in the course of the next four or 
five months,. 

There is another point. Munindra Deb Bai Mahaaai has 
referred to the Cess Act as an anomalous one. Well, perhaps he forgets 
whether anomalous or not it is a law of the land and the Administrative 
department has to administer the law as it stands; hut I may tell him 
that he is not doing anybody any good by using such language as he 
used when he said Government was sucking the life blood of the 
samindars. I suppose other people could use equally harsh language 
with regard to samindars. 

Then Kai Mahasai said that the people should not be crushed 
under tlie wheels of the administrative machinery. But as I have 
said, Government departuients have to administer a law as they find it. 
In regard to any legislation it is our business just as it will be the 
business of the responsible Government of tlie future to carry out 
what the legislature lays down. A section of the people may complain 
of the Cess Act, another section may complain against the Education 
Cess. What is the good of complaining against de|>artment8 when 
the legislatures in their collective w'isdom have passed an Act even 
though the minority may not like itP 

Then Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta desired that the inquiry should 
not be limited to the four corners of the Cess Act. With utmost 
respec t to my friend, I do not follow wdiat he means by this. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. What I said was that it should not be confined to 
the four corners of the principles of the Cess Act. 


Tht Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It makes it 
more abstruse. I do not know what the principles of the four corners 
of the Cess Act are. If, however, he means an inquiry into economic 
questions then siich inquiry will obviously take a long time and the 
legislation will be indefinitely held up if his advice be followed. I am 
in favour of having the advice of a committee, because that will minimise 
the difficulties of passing the Cess Act. That committee should, I 
think, be a representative one. It should represent landlords, tenants 
and also interests of district boards. I will not, however, make any 
definite announcement as to the nature or composition of the committee. 
I have explained the changes that have been introduced in connection 
with tbe administration of the Cess Act as also the position about the 
contemplated legislation and I hope the members who moved the 
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motions both on questions affecting administration of the existing Act 
and the suggestion about amendment of the Cess Act will not press 
them. 

The motions of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, Munindra Deb Bai 
Mahasai, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Siuha, of Nashipur and 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque were then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: *^That the demand of 

Bs. 5,81,500 under the head ‘5A. — Charges of Administration* be 
reduced by Bs, 101 (management of Courts of Wards and complete 
Indianization of that department).** 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Bs. 5,81,500 under the head ‘5A. — Charges of Admini- 
stration’ be reduced by Bs. 100 (to draw the attention of Government 
to the necessity of codification of Bent Laws and the appointment of 
a Bent Commission for the purpose). I think this was one of the 
subjects which was in the mind of the Hon ’hie Member when he was 
out of office. I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to 
the complexity and multiplicity of the rent laws prevailing in Bengal. 
They are puzzling to all who have got anything to do with them. I 
think this question was discussed in the eighties of the last century 
and the time has now come when it is necessary that we should take 
some action in this matter. Sir, circumstances and the situation have 
actually changed since the days of the Permanent Settlement, since the 
days the rent laws were passed in 1859. Its administrative difficulties 
have come to the forefront and therefore it is high time that the matter 
should be looked into, 

5-15 p.tn. 

I think that systematic codification of the Bent Law is a matter 
which should seriously engage the attention of Government. I know 
that it will take time but I think there is no harm in drawing the 
attention of the department and of the Hon’ble Meml)er-in-charge to 
the necessity of the question. 

Tht Hoil’Mv Sir PROVABH GHUNOER MITTER: Sir, the hon ble 

mover has cbd^en to raise this question in connection with the budget 
and I ’cannot therefore accept it. If the hon’ble mover will raise the 
whole question in connection with a resolution I can promise him that 
if will receive my attention. I would, however, like to explain that 
it would be a waste of time and money to start an investigation at the 
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pnpi^t time. We are now on the threshold of a great constitutioikal 
chi^e and we do not know what the new Government is going to be, 
no| Vhat would be their policy. AVill it be wise then to appoint a 
Comtnission now to go into the whole matter especially at a time of 
each financial stringency? The hon’ble mover knows very well how 
long it took the Rent Law Commission to investigate agression questions 
of Bengal. I am referring to the Rent Law Commission on whose report 
the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 was based. What strenuous investiga- 
tions they had to undertake and what labour was involved in the 
process. If we start an investigation now it may not be finished 
within a number of years. Even if our investigations are finished and 
a Bill prepared the new Government that will come into power may want 
to proceed on new principles and the whole of the labour and money 
may be wasted. I can assure the hon’ble mover, however, that if he 
moves a separate resolution on this i)oint, then the Government and 
also members of the House will have a more suitable opportunity to 
consider the whole question. With these words I beg to oppose the 
motion. 

Khiii Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, may I, with leave of 
the House, withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was culled but not moved: — 

Mr. P. BAHERdI: 'That the demand of Rs. 5,81,500 under the 
head ‘5A. — Land Revenue — Charges of Administration’ be reduced by 
Rs. KKl (Indianisatiou of the management of the Court of Wards).” 

Bahu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 5,81 ,5(K) under the head “5A. — Land Revenue — Charges of 
Administration” be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the 
stringency of Revenue Sale Law). 

In moving this motion, my objecd is to draw attention to the 
etriugent character of Revenue Sale Law of our (Ouutry. Act XI of 
1859 eml>odie8 the law* on the subject. Under section 8 of the Act, the 
Board of Revenue have determined the latest day of payment of arrears 
of revenue that is to say upon what dates all arrears of revenue shall be 
paid up in each district; in default of which payment the estates in 
arrears shall be sold at public auction to the highest bidder. Under 
section 6 the Collector of the district in which the defaulting estates 
are situated shall, as soon as possible after the latest day of payment, 
issue notifications specifying the estates or shares which will he sold 
and the day of sale which shall not he less than 30 clear days from the 
date of afilxing the notification in his office. Jt generally happens 
that the sale takes place within less than three months from the date 
of default. Once the day of sale is fixed, the Collector has no power 
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to extend the time of sale or adjourn the- sale to some other day. The 
revenue sale like some natural phenomena must happen within specified 
time. The Collector has no discretion in the matter of sale which must 
happen tfnd the defaulting proprietor has no right to avert the sale by 
payment of arrears of revenue before the sale nor has he any right to 
get the sale set aside by payment of revenue after the sale took place. 
The only redeeming feature of the Act is the discretion vested in the 
Collector or Commissioner by section 15 of the Act. The section 
empowers the Collector and the Commissioner to exercise his discretioiij 
at any time before the sale commences, to exempt such estate or spare 
from sale, after recording reasons for such exemption. The Collector 
generally exercises his discretionary power under the section when the 
defaulting proprietor pays up the arrears due and on payment of 
certain fee or penalty. This section was intended to afford some relief 
in cases in which default has been due to mistakes, accidents or fraud. 
In the current year a serious economic situation has arisen due to the 
world-wide trade depression which has been aggravated in our country 
by the abnormal fall in prices of jute. The cultivators are passing 
through critical conditions. They have not sufficient money to buy 
bare necessaries of life though there is abundance of foodstuff in the 
country. The tenants have ceased to pay rents to the landlords who 
find it extremely difficult to collect rents and pay revenue of their 
estates to the Government. The zamindars find it hard to get loan in 
the country on good and substantial securities. The results are that 
in spite of their best endeavours many of them find it hard to pay the 
revenue as it falls due. If this state of economic depression continue 
for some time many of the zamindars would make default in making 
payments of their revenue. No doubt the Collector or the Commissioner 
may afford some relief under section 18, but this relief is quite inade- 
quate considering the gravity of the situation. It is an exceptional 
circumstance which was never in contemplation when section 18 of the 
Revenue Law was enacted. It must not be understood that I advocate 
the relaxation of provisions of the Sale Law. In order to secure 
punctual paywnt of revenue, laws relating to it must necessarily be 
stringent.. Even the Board of Revinue who administer the law once 
thus described it: *‘The law of summary sale for recovery ot arrears of 
revenue is a necessary evil; but an evil nevertheless what I would urge 
is that in order to afford relief to the defaulting proprietors who are 
unable to pay arrears after default before the sale commences the 
Collector and the Commissioner should be invested with discretionary 
power to extend the time of sale from time to time in some deserving 
oases to enisle the defaulting proprietors to pay the arrears. This 
will not interfere jwith the proper working of the sale law as it is even 
though the revenue officer may exercise such powers in exceptional 
cases as stated above. With these remarks I move the motion for 
consideration of the House and the Government. 
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]pm lataMhir Maiiivi AZIZUL HAQUEs Sir, 1 beg to oppose the 
moiObn which has been just moved by my friend. My friend has 
men^oned economic depression. Has he taken stock of other years-*- 
years of economic prosperity? If the landlords of Bengal manage their 
estates with more care, prudence and forethought, it will just be 
possible for them to tide over such temporary difficulties. But if they 
think that every year they must spend what they get from the tenants, 
it is surely no concern of Government to give relief to save them from 
ruin. If my friend would care to look at the figures, he will see how 
the landlords realise their dues from the tenants every year and how 
much they pay to Government — I would draw Ids attention to 
Appendix 20 of the Land Hevenue Administration Report. The gross 
revenue realised by the landlords from t!»e tenants is Rs. 16 crores and 
what the Government get from the landlords is only Rs. 2 crores 93 
lakhs. You are rtmlising Rs. 10 crores and you are paying only Rs. 2 
crores 90 lakh.s. If that is so, then surely when there is an economic 
depression it is too much to ask Government to give them relief. Gov- 
ernment may legitimately ask them as to how you have fared in the 
prosperous years. Sir, I hove sympathy with the landlords but I think 
such economic depressions us you are going through at present gives 
rise to a nece.ssity for the landlords to realise their position from time 
to time. I think on an occasion like this I cannot allow this motion 
to pass unchallenged as a member of the House because I feel that the 
economic depression is a necessary evil. 

Sir, the members of the House are no doubt aware that capital 
punishment was abolished in Kansas and certain other states in 
America. Since the abolition there has been so many cases of murder 
that the States are thinking of getting back to the capital punishment. 
I personally do not advocate capital punishment but I mention this 
by way of illustration that once you take away the rigours of the Rent 
Law it will be very difficult for Government to realise rent from the 
landlords and the situation would be very difficult for the District 
Magistrates. Fancy a situation arises when a landlord realises every 
bit of the tenants’ bill but instead of paying the Government ask the 
District Magistrate to give him six months* time to pay up. During 
that six mouths he realises all his dues subsequently accrued but asks 
for another six months to pay up his revenue. At the end of that time 
his estate is sold up for non-payment of revenue. The new purchaser 
cannot realise his dues from the tenants but he will have to pay for 
the previous landlords* default all the same. If the Rent Law is 
relaxed this sort of thing is bound to happen. Landlords ought to be 
thankful that they are not charged any income-tax and that they have 
got to pay a fixed rent. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAT: Sir, I would not have 
iatenfonad in thia debate but for certain attack made by Khan fiahadur 
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A*i 2 ul Hacjiie upon the landlords of Bengal. Well, Sir, I do not think 
that the interests of the landlords are in my special care. I represent 
a general constituency here. My constituency, however, consists of 
landlords too, and when there is an attack on them and when I feel that 
the attack is unjustified, I think I should raise a notice of protest. 
The Khan Bahadur has suggested that the landlords of Bengal enjoy 
special privileges. 

Khan Bahaihir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I never said that. All 

1 said was that they take 16 and pay only 2 and that they should not 
grumble. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: That may be so, but 1 

do not think it is an unearned income. You know the shareholders in 
jute sales get 25. 30 and 500 per cent, on the money invested by them 
and they make this profit as a result of their forethought and on account 
of their business acumen. Most of the landlords of Bengal when they 
first accjuire their property invest a large sum of money on them and 
if they make any profit out of their lands, it is only a business proposi- 
tion and they are clearly entitled to it — it might not have been their 
forethought — it might have been their ancestors. So far as stringency 
of Revenue Sale Law is concerned, is my friend prepared to extend it 
to the case of tenants also? Their land is not sold up so easily if they 
fail to pay. From my personal experience I can say that. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur; 

Sir, 1 am glad that my friend KImn Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Haque has 
given a gratis advice to the landlords and the sympathy he has shown 
to them. Though lie is a great calculator and always goes with facts 
and figures, he has made a great blunder in calculating the profit and 
loss calculation for the zamindars. He has forgotten the fundamental 
principle in the present case. 

Sir, he must know, as we all know, there are a few original landlords, 
practically nil, at the present moment, whose ancestors took settle- 
ment at the time of the Permanent Settlement. 

Most of the landlords have invested their money as a business 
problem for the purchase of the lands. 

Certainly, Sir, they are entitled to a profit of certain percentage on 
their investment. But what percentage are they getting at present? 
Has the Khan Bahadur ever calculated it ? They are not getting even 

2 or 3 per cent in the investment. Is this a high profit for which the 
Khan Bahadur grudges P Does he think this is an exorbitant profit. 

Khin Batadiir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Ton should have sold 
out your property as quickly as possible. 
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||M« MiaAir IHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA, ttf , 

I If Bahadur is so very anxious to purchase the landed property, 
■the landlords will be glad to sell it. 


j The one thing that strikes me is that no account is practically taken 
|of the fact that aamindars have invested a large sum of money like 
\my other business men and that their profit is so small. It may be that 
their total collection is Rs. 16 crores or so, but what of that. The per- 
centage of profit and loss should be taken into account and not the 
gross collection. 


Babli SATYENDRA NATH ROYs I am sorry that Khan Bahadur 
Asisul Haque knowing the facts full well should have raised this note 
of objection. Everybody in this HoTtse is aware that landlords have 
got to pay (juartcrly generally in the months of January, March, 
June and September each year. Every Imdy I think is also aware, and 
the Khan Bahadur as a lawyer is also aware, that rent suits against 
tenants are filed in a very large number of cases on what is known as 
the Tamadi day /.c., the last day of the Bengali year and only a limited 
number of landlords have got the right to realise their rents by means 
of the certificate procedure. But other landlords have got to go to tha 
civil court for realisation of rent amounting to Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 up to 
thousands, and for this they have got to go through the whole gamut 
of legal proceedings and all the difficulties of a decree-holder once ho 
gets a decree. They do not get their profits like the Electric Supply 
Corporation in their offices by giving rebates or like the jute mill-K)wner8 
who get about 500 per cent, dividends. Every body knows that capital 
here is shy of zaminduiies and that people are reluctant to purchaso 
zamindary properties because of the great risk. So if the zamindara 
have invested almost their all in land why should you find fault with 
them? These facts are well-known to the Khan Bahadur and I do know 
why he objects to the motion. 


Babu KItHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am afraid the 
arguments of Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque are based on a miscalcula- 
tion. He says that the zamindars of Bengal make an income of Rs. 10 
crores, and out of this they pay as land revenue only Rs. 3 crores and 
13 crores go to their own pockets. I am afraid he has not taken into 
consideration the establishment charges which they have to incur to 
make collections of rents. It is generally ten per cent, but in some 
cases it is not sufficient. Even in Government-managed estates that 
is the amount. They have also to keep their body and soul together 
and maintain their families. Somehow or other they have got some 
money and purchased properties and invested their entire wealth in the 
purchase of land at great risk. They have also to submit to the demands 
oi the authorities now and then. These things are not taken into 
consideration but it is simply said that because they get 13 croree 
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into their pockets as profit they are getting too much and should not 
grudge to pay their revenues to Gk)vemment. If that sort of argument 
is advanced then it may also be asked — what do the raiyats pay? The 
raiyat pays perhaps one rupee per bigha or so while he earns at least 
Es. 8 or Rs. 10. Why may it not be urged that because he gets so 
much and pays so little to his zamindar, he should not be shown any 
mercy? The zamindars complain that because the raiyats are not in 
a position to make regular payments, it becomes difficult for them to 
pay their revenue to Government regularly. It is not on account of 
their poverty that they are not in a position to pay. Because they are 
not in a position to realise the full amount of their rent from their 
tenants or a sufficient amount to meet their ordinary charges that they 
have made this complaint. I think, and as I have already said, 
Mr. Haque’s arguments are based on a misc^alculation. I have also 
shown that his arguments apply equally to the raiyats. Does he mean 
to say that the raiyats should not be shown any consideration? If 
that is his view then in no case can consideration be shown to anybody 
for his poverty. Because we can retort — why should he have spent 
too much on himself and not made provision for the future? It is 
true that some zamindars do not regulate their expenditure, who spend 
much more than they earn and thereby run into considerable debt. 
But that is not the case with zamindars alone but with others also. 
The raiyats are also heavily indebted and in fact their indebtedness is 
proverbial. Merchants and professional men also are in debt. It can 
also be said that the raiyats spend more than they can earn. Such 
things Sir, are unavoidable to any person and it is for thi.s reason that 
I rise to say a few words in support of the motion. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: It is unfortunate that 
Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque should have raised this issue as between 
the landlord and the tenant on this motion. I am in complete sympathy 
with my hon’ble friend and I think there is no answer to his argument 
and no answer has been even attempted by any of the sp^kers who 
have ipo^n on behalf of the landlords. Landlords whether they are 
original landlords or not, have got enough from the land and if they 
had acted prudently and put aside a reserve fund as a matter of con- 
venience and as business men do— ^bout whom they are so very 
aloquent to-day — they would not be in this difficulty to-day. Besides, 
there is one thing which is conveniently forgotten by those who speak 
for the landlords. We have heard a great deal in this connection of 
business men who were sought to be pitted against these landlords. 
Business men, professional men and others also are suffering from 
difficulties this year, difficulties which are not a whit less than those 
af the landlords. What is their position to-day? They are not being 
j^ven any relief by the Government. On the contrary there is the 
impending increase in income-tax. The income-tax is going to be 
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nli^y doubled io some cases. They do not complain, they cannot com- 
p^B and they cannot be a party tn any complaint. So I think the 
aiffttmente of the Khan Bahadur are unanswerable and I would 
epecially draw attention to one circumstance. Mr. Khetter Mohan Ray 
has made a point of the fact that the raiyats by reason of the 
economic distress due to the fall in the price of jute have not been 
able to pay their rents and therefore landlords have not been able to 
pay their revenue. Well, that raises a very pertinent question. 
What have the landlords done to prevent the raiyats from falling in 
their present position P I am perfectly sure that if the landlords did 
their business properly the raiyats would not have been in the position 
in whicli th(‘v find them.selves to-day. If the samindars realised that 
their lives and well-being depended upon the well-being of the tenants, 
they would have co-operated with the tenants and made common cause 
with them in order to advance the economic uplift of the people and 
would have saved them from distress in spite of whatever distress there 
might have been all over the world. Not only that, but since they 
realised the impending danger there were some of us W'ho had been 
moving heaven and earth to devise moans for the purpose of preventing 
the great slump. There have been, it must be said to tlieir credit, 
zamindurs, a certain number of zamindars, who have co-operated in 
this matter l)ut what lias the great bulk of zamindars doneP They 
might have done a great deal, even at the present moment when an 
intensive propaganda is being carried on by some people in order to 
reduce the cultivation of jute, the zamindars have not used all the 
influence and the power and the organization they have got for the 
purpose of asking the tenants to reduce the cultivation of jute, and 
if that is the reason why Mr. Khetter Mohan Ray calls upon the 
Government to show them some indulgence, I should say that 
their negligence has been criminal and would disentitle them to any 
consideration. As 1 said, all this would be a perfectly relevant and 
unanswerable argument, if it were a question of big zamindars alone. 
But there are small landlords, men who carry on a precarious living 
out of their lands, men who should not exist in a sound economic 
aystem, men who should have been eliminated long ago ; but the vicious 
system has brought them into existence and you have no right to starve 
them out because of the evil of the economic system. Well, when I 
consider the cases^ of these persons I cannot but think that they are 
entitled to a considerable amount of consideration on the part of 
Oovemment. It is for this reason that although I feel very strongly 
with the Khan Bahadur in this matter, I would not give my support 
either way. 

5-45 p.m» 

tub Hon'blB tir PROVASH CHUNDiR MITTERl Sir, the present 
debate shows— end this has been demonstrated on other occasions also-*^^ 

9 
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the want of wisdom on the part of the protagonists of the landlordi 
like my friend Mr. E better Mohan Ray in raising a point like this, 
namely ) that the Revenue Sale Law should be amended. This law 
has been in existence for 72 years and has on the whole worked 
satisfactorily. Mr. Ray has heard the arguments of Ehan Bahadur 
Azizul Haque, and his figures have been challenged. Other land- 
lords have tried to give a reply, but if the landlords had given a little 
more attention by the study of their problems, I think they would not 
have raised the question. The present debate shows that the landlords 
cannot plead their own cause and are not familiar with the figures 
from which the Khan Bahadur has quoted. 

However, Sir, the position of Government is this. The Revenue 
Sale Law is in force in order to secure the punctual realisation of 
revenue. The revenues of zaniindars in Bengal were fixed in perpe- 
tuity on condition that they would be punctually paid. The 
provisions of the Sale Law are no doubt stringent, but they are so 
in order to enforce the punctual payment of revenue. These provisions 
can hardly be altered without affecting the pnndual realisation of 
revenue, the basis of the Permanent Settlement. The landlords should 
realise that if they want to remove the stringency of the Revenue Sale 
Law, they should be prepared for a change of the Permanent Settle- 
ment Regulation. If they want a change in the one, they must be 
prepared for a change in the other. 

The original sale laws in force immediately after the Permanent 
Settlement were very rigorous and entailed disastrous consequences 
to the zamiudars concerned, providing even arrest and confinement 
for arrears. They have been graduaUy tempered down and the present 
Act provides as many facilities and safeguards against sale as possible, 
compatible with the obligation to pay up the revenue punctually. 
With slight modifications from time to time the Act has worked 
satisfactorily for the last 72 years and it should not be modified unless 
it becomes absolutely necessary to do so. If, on the other hand, any 
definite suggestion be made for amending the Act to give further 
relief to the zamindars, without hazarding the punctual realisation of 
the revenue, it will certainly be considered by Government ; but I may 
tell them in advance that I do not see how they can make any sugges- 
tion under the Permanent Settlement Regulations by which relief can 
be given to the zamindars, while adhering to their promise to pay 
revenue punctually. I may inform the House that under the Touzi 
Manual the remission of revenue can only be made under certain 
conditions. 

In a permanently-settled area, in which under the rules of the 
Bengal Famine Code, test- works have been opened, a proprietor may 
*PPly ^or suspension of collection of the revenue of any estate situated 
within the area in which test-works have bemi opened. The i^pUeant 
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sliidi give a written undertaking not to collect any rente, either 
dhractly or through the medium of the courts, from his tenure-holdevfl 
and raiyats during the period for which he applies for suspension of 
revenue, and shall satisfy the collector from the samindari accounts 
and from such inquiries as the Collector may find it possible to make, 
that there are substantial current and arrear rents which have not 
been collected. 

The collector shall submit such applications with his recoromenda* 
tions through the Commissioner for the orders of the Board of 
Revenue and where the amount involved exceeds in the aggregate 
Rs. 25,000 in any one district, for the orders of Government. 

I submit, Sir, the provisions of the Revenue Sale Law and the 
administrative rules of the Touii Manual deal with these matters con- 
clusively and the resolution must be opposed. But there are certain 
other resolutions whii^h do not, if I may say so, foolishly ask for the 
amendment of the Revenue Sale Law, and I can assure the House that 
the suggestions made by the movers will then be sympathetically 
dealt with. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: I regret I could 
not fully listen to the rather exhilarating speech made by Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Azizul Haque, as I had gone out, and his castigation of the 
landholders as a commiinity. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I did not speak 

against the landholders as a class. What I said 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Order, order. You cannot speak when anothei; 
member is in possession of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is a member entitled to reply to another member depending merely 
on hearsay statements P 

Mr» PRESIDENT: There is no cause for showing such impatience, 
Khan Bahadur. You had better wait and hear what the Rai Bahadur 

•aya. 


Rai Bahadur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERdll In criticising the 
samindars the Khan Bahadur has only justified his existence, as a 
member^ of the proja party which he represents in this House. I am 
really surprised at the attitude taken up by the Khan Bahadur who 
as an enlightened person ought to know better. I am not at all sur* 
prised at the attitude taken up by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta* 
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Mitfivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs On a point of order, Sir. Is dis- 
cnssion allowable after the Member-in-charge has replied to the 
debate P 

Mr* PRESIDENTS I do not see that there is any bar to it. If the 
member adduces any new point, the Hon'ble Member-in-charge will be 
entitled to give a further reply. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, the practice is for 
the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to reply at the end of the debate after 
which no further discussion takes place. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I do not 
think that further discussion will advance the cause of either the land- 
lords or the tenants. The subject matter of the motion does not 
require any acrimonious discussion. I make this appeal to both sides 
. of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Sir, I never made any 
reflection on the zamindars. What I said wa?» that in view of the fact 
that the landlords realised much more in time of prosperity, it was bad 
business to demand the full amount of rent from the tenants in the 
time of their adversity. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: After what has 
been said by the Hon’ble Member-in-charge, I do not wish to proceed 
with my speech further. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: In view of what the Hon’ble 
Member-in-charge has said, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion of Babu Khetter Mohan Ray was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mra PRESIDENT: We shall have one discussion on motions 
, No8. 17, 18 and 22. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nash^mr: 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5,81,500 under the head 
“6A.— Charges of Administration” be reduced by Re. 1. 

I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to the serious 
economic situation which has made collection of rent and payment of 
revenue, especiaUy of the next hist, extremely difficult and to request 
ootne relief for the landholders. In this connection, I would like to 
point out that I do not want any oonoession or relief with regard to 
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ret^ue law or any other law. But I would make some general, 
obeervations. Sir, it is useless for me to dilate on the circum stances r 
in which the country, especially Bengal, has been placed, owing to the 
slump in the jute trade and to the fall in the prices of paddy and other 
crops. Sir, you are one of the biggest landlords of Bengal and you 
know full well the circumstances which prevail in the country at the 
moment. The Hon’ble Member-iu-charge also knows full well the 
present conditions. He is not only a landlord himself but he has 
represented the landlords in this Council for years and years. Sir, 
the Finance Member has also admitted that owing to the economic 
distress there has. been a definite w^ant of ready money amongst the 
cultivators. The consequence is that the cultivators as a class have 
suffered, but the w'orst sufferers are the landlords. The landlords 
cannot realise the rent in time, but they have to pay the kiitt-monej 
to Government in time. Then, Sir, the sunset law is there and no 
concession of mercy w ill be shown to them with regard to the payment of 
revenue, whatever difficulties they may be placed in. Sir, since Septem- 
ber last, we have been clamouring for the stringent economic conditions 
prevailing in the country and we have already drawn the attention 
of Government to the matter by sending a resolution adopted at a con- 
ference of the landlords and submitted some definite proposals for the 
consideration of Government, but I am sorry to say that the Govern- 
ment have not taken any steps up till now\ Amongst the proposals 
there were certain ones made by my friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Ray. One proposal was that the Imperial Bank of India should make 
advances to the landlords, but I think this will not be possibb* at the 
present time. The Imperial Bank, as a matter of fact, is not under 
the control of the Bengal Government, nor do they advance money on 
the security of landed property. So it will take time, as if the 
Government of Bengal wants to deal with the matter, they will }jave 
to refer it to the (ioveniment of India, and it is not possilde to do this 
within such a short time. The next suggestion of his is more practical, 
namely, that advances should he made by the Government to the 
landlords as a class. This proposal can be adopted, but the Govern- 
ment may take the plea that they cannot advance the money without 
first thoroughly examining the financial conditions. Sir, if this 
suggestion be taken into consideration, I have nothing to say, but I 
am sorrj" to say that nothing has been done sime September last in 
spite of our repeated demands. The third suggestion that 1 make in 
this connection is to reduce the rate of penalty in the rase of default. 
Sir, when the landlord cannot pay his revenue, his estate is advertised 
for sale, and if he is able to pay the penalty at the rate of 25 per cent, 
of the amount defaulted, his estate is exempted from sale and the 
estate is thus saved. Sir, 25 per cent, is a very high demand. If you 
calculate on the basis of profit, it will come up to about 150 per cent, of 
tile a nnual profft. On the other hand, Sir, at the present moment we 
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cannot blame the landlords, because under the present conditions, 
owing to the depression of trade and other causes, they cannot realise 
rents and consequently they are placed in an awkward position when 
they cannot pay their revenues in time. 

6 p.m. 

I appeal to the Hon*ble Member to reduce the penalty and take 
interest at the rate of, say, 6 or 12 per cent, per annum which is 
generally taken from the tenant. This is my humble suggestion. 
Another suggestion of mine is that the sale which generally takes place 
at the end of two months should take place at the end of four months. 
We have been waiting for better days from September last, but instead 
of improving it is growing worse. We expected that the price of jute, 
paddy and other crops would improve and the loss suffered would be 
compensated to some extent. But unfortunately we are faced with 
worse condition. I appeal for these reasons to the Hon^ble Member to 
fix the date of sale at the end of four months instead of two months. 
This he can do by the exercise of his executive power without changing 
the law. With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House and specially to the Hon’ble Member. 

Rii Bafiadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, the subject- 
matter of the motion which I rise to support is well-known to every- 
body. The widespread economic distress nou prevailing throughout 
Bengal due to the slump in the jute market and to trade depression 
generally, ha.s seriously affected the landholdiiig community. I may 
say, Sir, that their condition has bc’coine precarious. During the nine 
months that tlie distress has been prevailing, the landholders have not 
only not been able to collect the amount required for payment of 
Government revenue but they have found it extremely difficult to meet 
their ordinary expenses of daily life even after curtailment of expendi- 
ture to the absolute minimum. I know of estates, Sir, that have not 
been able to pay their staffs who.se salaries are heavily in arrears. 
Difficulties aw alao being experienced by the Court of Wards estates, 
of which the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Eevenue Department 
is well aware, in repaying interests on loans and in meeting other 
expenditure in spite of the fact that these estates stand on a different 
footing and enjoy greater privileges, viz.^ the realisation of rent by the 
certificate procedure, etc., than the estates under private management. 
The question of giving relief to the landholders has been brought 
insistently to the notice of Government, but unfortunately no action 
appears to bave’^been taken in this direction. The different samindars’ 
associations in the have urged the postponement of cnll^tion 

of revenue and cesses for some months until better times come and 
suggestions have also been made for granting loans to the landboldew 
on easy terms on proper security. It was only the other day that 
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Shib Shekbareswar Ray brought prominently to the notice of 
OiidVernment the present miserable plight of the land-owning community 
in connection with the general discussion on the budget and empliasiced 
the necessity for advancing loans to them through the Imperial Bank 
of India. 

Sir, I need hardly dilate upon the extreme urgency of the question 
and before I resume my seat, I would request the Hon'ble Member to 
indicate the attitude of Government in regard to this important matter* 
Sir, the effects of this economic distress will he the ruin of many private 
estate-owners. Eighty-four samindars in the district of Rangpur 
failed to pay their January kist of revenue and a considerable number 
of them failed in other districts. In the district of Mymensingh alone 
the loans given to landlords by private wahajang amount to over 
Bs. 6,00,000 which reveals an appalling state of things. 

Sir, I feel I ought not to let this opportunity pass without clearing 
up the position of the much-maligned landhtdding community. Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Ilaque and T)r. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta 
have condemned the zamindars as a worthless class of people while 
speaking on the motion of Babu Khetter Moban Bay 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you had better not dilate upon that any 
more. 

Rai Bahaifcir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I wish only to 
remove certain misconceptions which prevail about the zamindars. I 
w’ant only to refer to the charity and benefactions of the landholders 
in various branches of public life and to show that they have not been 
unmindful of their obligations in the past. However, I obey your 
mandate. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I think motion 
No. 26 may also he discussed along with this motion. Motion No. 32 
also refers to survey and settlement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We might take up motions Nos. 18 and 26 
together. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: I heg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 10,85,000 under the head *^5B. — Management of 
Government Estates — Collection of Revenue** he reduced by 
Re. 2,00,000. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 18,79,000 under the head 
Survey and Settlement** be reduced by Its. 2,00,000. 

Sir, my point is this. I see in the budget that the income of the 
Government estates amounts to about He. 70 lakhs and the estimated 
expenditure for management of those estates is a little over Rs. 11 
lakhs. Now, that is a very high percentage. I think 10 per cent, 
ought to be the proper charge and in that view 1 suggested that there 
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miglit be a reduction in the demand. It is very difficult to say in what 
way the cost could be reduced. The certificate procedure is a very 
simple procedure by vhich money can be realised easily. The charge 
is unreasonably high and in that view I suggest that we should not be 
in a position to spend much. Is it not proper that we should economise? 
But how that can be done I do not elaborate as I think it is for the 
Government to find out how that can be done. The certificate 
procedure and other not very costly machineries may be utilised for 
the purpose. 

As regards the other question about the landholding class, the real 
difficulty is that the raiyats are not in a position to pay and the money 
market is very tight. The banks and money-lenders are also not in a 
position to advance money even on sufficient security. It is not only 
the case with the zamindars, but also with the raiyats and the 
merchants. The zamindars’ difficulty is not due to their own mis- 
management or extravagant habit, but on account of the raiyats not 
being in a position to pay their rent. It is also due to the difficulty in 
raising money even on the security of their properties. In view' of this 
state of affair, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay asked that some arrange- 
ments might be made by Government to give an opportunity to the 
landlords to mortgage their properties with the Imperial Bank. If 
that could be done, it w’ould be a great benefit to the zamindars. In 
the case of raiyats some money has been advanced, but that is not at 
all sufficient, although it must be admitted that it would give thena 
some relief. But the zamindars are in a very sad plight and the real 
difficulty lies in not being able to render them any assistance. If some 
means can be devised by which that state of thing can be avoided, it 
W'ould be a real boon to them. 

Am regards my motion No. 20, my point is that ihe survey and 
settlement operations should be postponed. In some places it ia 
absolutely necessary that these operations should be carried on, but a 
large amount need not be spent. The provision is lls. 18,79,000. 
Out of that I suggest that only Es. 2 lakhs be cut dowm. My sugges- 
tion is that you need iK)t take up the settlement of all the districts. 
New works may be postponed. There would be no difficulty in taking 
them up a few years hence. It is in this view tliat I make this sugges- 
tion that the provision be reduced by Rs. 2 lakhs. 

Tho Hon'blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: I should like 
to know if you have any definite suggestions to make. 

Bibu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 have already suggested 
that new w*orkiI'may be postponed. If that can be done, the expendi- 
ture can be curtailed. That is my humble suggestion. 

(At 6-15 p.m. the Ckmncil was adjourned for prayer and it 
mseembled at 6-30 p.m.) 
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tlw Han'bto Sir FROVASH CHUNOIR MITTfRi Sir, u there ie 

huiBy any time before the guillotine would fall, I should like to say & 
few words in reply. 

The Hon’ble Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tINHA, of 
Maihlpur: I l>€g to move that the demand of Hs. 18,79,000 under the 
head ‘*5C. — Survey and Settlement** be redured by Re. 1 (desirability 
of postponing all survey and settlement operations in view of serioua 
economic distress till better times come), 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I will just say ono 
word in order to remove a misunderstanding and to make our positioa 
clear as regards any change in the revenue sale law. We are, however, 
in full sympathy with the proposition that in view of the present 
abnormal distress some relief should t)e afforded to the landlords aa 
regards the payment of tlieir rent. But what should be the nature of 
the relief it is not for us to look into. It may be done according to 
rules laid down in the Revenue Manual or by any other means which 
may l>e deemed fit by the Government; but we do think that some sort 
of relief is necessary for the landlords at present. At the same time 
I hope that in affording relief to the lan<llords I will make it clear to 
them that they are also expected to afford corresponding relief to their 
tenants. 


The Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H BHUNOER HITTER: Sir, I have to 
deal with items 17, 18, 28 and 31. I will take No. 18 first because 
that will sliortcni the discussion. Bahu Ivishori Mohan Chaudhuri in 
his interest to serve the public ha.s discovered that Government in the 
manageiiieiit of Government Estates spend a considerable amount of 
money and that the management charges are too high. May I point 
out to him tliat figures under head o-B in the Imdget do not represent 
merely cx)ll«dioii charges. These figures are made up of the following 
items : — 


Rs. 


(1) Colonisation of Sundarbans 

(2) Payment of road and public works cesses 

(3) Rent of Company Bagun at Krisbnagar 

(4) Payment of occupiers* share of taxes 

buildiikgs within the Calcutta Corporation 

(5) Agricultural improvements 

(6) Raiyatwari settlement in Bakaiganj 

(7) , Outlay on improvement 


2,26,000 

4,79,000 

1,000 

52,708 

50,000 

4,800 

50,000 


Total 


8,63,508 
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Deducting this amount from Rs. 15,45,000 provided under ^‘5. — Land 
Revenue — Management of Government Estates’ ' for 1931-32, we get 
Bs. 6,81,492 or Rs. 7,00,000 in round figures. This is 10 per cent, of 
the estimated collection from Government estates in 1931-32 amounting 
to Rs. 70,00,000. 

According to Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri we should have 
managed with 10 per cent. I have now pointed out to him that we do 
manage it with 10 per cent. 

With regard to the motion standing in the name of Raja Bahadur 
of Nashipur I have had a practical suggestion from him. So far as he 
is concerned, he realizes that it is neither right for the landlords to ask 
for suspension of revenue nor is it right for the Government to suspend 
the punctual payment of land revenue. He has asked for relief in 
another form. I shall presently deal with that. But before I do so, 
let me take up the suggestion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji 
to the effect that loans should be granted by the Imperial Bank to the 
landlords. The same suggestion was made the other day by my friend, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, but I may remind my hon’ble friends 
that it is known to everybody that this Go^ernment have no control 
over the Imperial Bank nor with the granting of loans by that Bank. 
Even if in a friendly way we were to suggest to the Imperial Bank to 
advance loans to the landlords, they would, I have not the slightest 
doubt, desire to proceed on business lines : they would demand proper 
security, they would want to investigate titles, value the security and 
take other similar steps. Then again, I do not think that the Bank will 
agree to lock up their capital in immoveable property ; but the sugges- 
tion about loans from the Imperial Bank is a matter for the zamindars 
themselves. This Government has no control over that Bank. If they 
want loans from any bank, they should approach the Bank and not 
approach the Government, and further it is not a matter which can be 
usefully discussed on the floor of the House. It is purely a matter 
of business and negotiations should be made with the banks tbem- 
eelves. If I may give the landlords a piece of friendly advice, I do not 
think it would be wise for them to pursue this line. At the same 

time, as has been pointed out by the Raja Bahadur and the Khan 

Bahadur, we all know that there is an acute economic distress in the 
land — and not for any want of food, but for want of money, that the 
oultivators have failed to pay the rent and consequently the landlords 
find it very difficult to meet the Government revenue, cesses and their 
other expenses. The position is a difficult one. Yet I cannot help 

saying that it would be foolish on the part of landlords to ask us to 

deviate from the provision of Revenue Sale Tjaw. That would be doing 
away with their Charter of Permanent Settlement. We cannot deviate 
from the Revenue Sale Law. What happens when a landlord fails to 
|iay is that his property is put up for auction but it is not put up to 
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attfltion at once. The Sale Law prescribes the procedure which haa got 
to be followed. In case of a failure^ notice is issued not only to the 
landlord, but also to the tenants about the default and the actual sale 
takes place some time afterwards. Formerly no relief was given, but 
in 1909, by an order of the Board of Revenue, it was directed that if the 
defaulter paid the demand with the prescribed penalty, the money would 
be received and the sale stopped. The maximum penalty was fixed at 
25 per cent. This may be a very heavy penalty, but it is deliberately 
meant to prevent landlords from being defaulters. In view of the 
present economic condition, however, I consulted the Member in charge 
of the Board of Revenue and I may declare here that we are willing 
to fix the penalty at a nominal figure, say, 2 or 3 per cent., instead of 
25 per cent. (Cheers.) I hope, Sir, this relief will satisfy landlords. 
They will have to pay their revenues in any case, subject to my 
insisting that there should be suspension of payment of revenue. I am 
willing to discuss other difiiculties, if any. I can, however, discuss 
only feasible schemes. It must be remembered that Oovernment 
themselves are in want of money as the budget statement will show. 
So it is not feasible for Government to grant the landlords loans in 
order to tide over their difiiculties before the 28th of March. 

I will now deal with Babu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri’s motion 
regarding the cost of settlement operations. I can only remind the 
hon’ble mover that not a single rupee under this head can be saved 
without making landlords and tenants of the province who are respon- 
sible for three quarters of the cost, to pay more. If he wants to 
postpone settlement operations, it means more expense to the landlords 
and tenants. 

In answer to a question by Khnn Bahadur Azizul Haque, I cannot 
promise any definite time. 


Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SIRHA, of Naahl|Mfrf 

In view of the declaration made by the Hon ’hie Member-in-charge for 
which we are grateful, I beg to withdraw my following motion with 
sincere thanks on behalf of the zamindars as a class 

“That the demand of Rs. 5,81,500 under the head '5A. — Charges of 
Administration’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the serious 
economic situation which has made collection of rent and payment of 
revenue especially of the next kist extremely difficult and to request 
some relief for the landholders).” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motions of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri were then put and 
lost. 
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The following motion of Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, 
of Nashipur, was then put and lost: — 

‘^That the demand of Rs. 18,79,000 under the head '5C. — Survey and 
Settlement’ be reduced by Re. 1 (desirability of postponing all survey 
and settlement operations in view of serious economic distress till better 
times come).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 41,11,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ”5. — liand Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached, the following motions under 
the head '*5. — Land Revenue” were not called: — 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 2,26,000 under the head ‘6B. — Management of Government 
Estates — Colonisation of Sundarbans’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to protest 
against inadequate and inequitous settlement of land with the Moslems 
in the 24-Pargana8 district during the years 1929 and 1930, by the 
Colonisation Officer, Diamond Ifarlmur).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 14,62,000 under the head '5B. — Management of Government 
Estates' (page 33, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 101 (cost of 
management, etc.)” 

Mft Ri MAITI: “That the demand of Rs. 14,62,000 under the head 
*6B. — Management of Government Estates’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(necessity of taking immediate steps for amending section 26 of the Ben- 
gal Tenancy Act so as to allow the iransfeis \\ithout payment of land- 
lords’ fees in places where tenants had such right of transfer by local 
usage or custom, e.g,, tenants under Government khasmahals in the 
district of Miduapore).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 
Rs. 14,62,000 under the head ‘oB. — Management of Government 
Estates* be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government 
specially the Khtsmahal Officer of Noakhali, in inequitous distribution 
of khasinahal lands of Noakhali).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 14,62,000 under the head ‘5B. — Management of Government 
Estates’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the increase of 
expenditure in the Noabad Mahals of Chittagong).” 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 81NHA, af Nashifiiir: 

“That the demand of Rs. 14,62,000 under the head *5B. — Management 
of Government Estates’ be reduced by Re. 1 (desirability' of placing the 
rules for the assessment of temporarily settled estates on a statutory 
basis)/* 
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Hr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURI: "That the demand of Ra. 86,000 
und^r the head *5C. — Survey and Settlement — Drawing Office* be 
reduced by Re. 100 (to draw attention to the grievances of the Reproduc- 
tion Section of the Bengal Drawing Office).*' 

BaiMi dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 18,79,000 under the head ‘5C. — Survey and Settlement' be reduced 
by Rs. 101 (working of the Air Survey)." 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: "That the demand of Rs. 18,79,000 
under the head *5. — Land Revenue — C — Survey and Settlement' be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the grievances of the employees 
of the settlement presses in Bengal)." 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 18,79.000 under the head ‘5(\ — Survey and Settlement’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (grievances of the employees of the settlement presses in 
Bengal and Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office)." 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 18,79,(K)0 under the head 'f )(\ — Survey and Settlement’ be reduced 
by Rs. 5 (to criticise the survey and settlement policy and the unaatisfac- 
tory manner in whi<'h the (luestions of title and right in holdings are 
being decided by the Settlement and Assistant Settlement Officjers)." 

MauUi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand, of 
R.s. 18, <9,(K)0 under the head ‘.‘)(\ — Survey and Settlement’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to protest against the expensive system of Aerial Survey).’’ 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 57,900 under the head ‘5D,— Land Records' be reduced by Rs. 101 
(working of the Department of Land Records)." 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERil: "That the demand 
of Rs. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land Revenue' be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (steps should be taken to amend the rules under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 1928, regarding transmission of landlords' transfer fees)." 

Balm KHETTER MOHAN RAY: "l*hat the demand of 
Rs. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5.— Land Revenue' be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise# discussion on the amended provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act resulting in the diminution of the value of occupancy holdings and 
in the discouragement of their free transfer)." 
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BaiNf H£M CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: ^‘That ilia dmand 

of Es, 41,11,000 under the head * 5 . — Land Revenue* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to urge a provision for making over the excess amount, after 
meeting necessary expenses, of transmission cost of landlords* fees 
realisable under the amended Bengal Tenancy Act to the district boards 
within the respective jurisdiction of which such amounts are realised).*’ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ^^That the demand of 
Rs. 41,11,000 under the head — Land Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(to urge that early steps should be taken — 

(1) for early reduction of landlords* fee on sale of occupancy 

tenancies ; 

( 2 ) for the abolition of the right of pre-emption; 

( 3 ) for the repeal of the present judicial procedure; 

( 4 ) for repeal of enhancement provision of the Bengal Tenancy 

Act, and 

( 5 ) for the grant of such rights to the tenantry as may truly 

fulfil the intentions of the Permanent Settlement).** 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ‘^That the demand of Rs. 41,11,000 
under the head ‘5. — Land Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 [to raise 
a discussion on the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
regarding landlords* fee and pre-emption and their effect on free transfer 
of. holdings and on revenue under ‘Stamps and Registration*].** 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Rs. 41,11,000 
under the head ‘5A, — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to criticise 
the attitude of Government in respect of the provisions regarding land- 
lords’ fee and pre-emption in the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act 
resulting in the loss both to landlords and tenants by discouraging free 
transfer of occupancy holdings and in a substantial fall of revenue under 
‘Stamps* and ‘Registration*).** 

BalNJ HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to urge that steps be taken to reduce the rate of transmission cost of 
landlords* fe!!S8 realisable under the amended Bengal Tenancy Act).*’ 

, ^ 

Mauivi BYED MAJID BAK8H: “That the demand of Rs. 41,11,000 
under the head ‘5. — ^Land Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 100 (thorough 
revision of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1886).” 
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llmiivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUNIl ''Thai the demaad of 

Be. 41,11>000 under the head *5. — l^and Revenue^ be reduced by Re. lOO 
(to raise a discussion as to the working of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment 
Act, its retarding effect on the transfer of occupancy holdings and the 
urgent necessity of taking immediate steps for the abolition of the right 
of pre-emption and the reduction of landlords* fee, etc.).** 

Mtuivi 8YED JALALUOOIN HA8HEMY: "That the demand of 
Rs. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land Revenue* be reduced by Ra. lOO 
(attitude of the Government in respect of the provisions regarding land- 
lords’ fee and pre-emption in the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
resulting in the disc;ouragemeiit of free transfer of occupancy holdings 
and in a substantial fall of revenue under ^Stamps* and 'Registration*).’* 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: "That the demand of Rs. 41,11,000 under 
the head ‘5. — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 100 [failure to take into 
consideration the prevailing economic distress specially of the raiyats and 
cultivators in preparing the budget of 1931-32 and also to discuss how 
the value of lands has enormously deteriorated owing to the provisions of 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928].’* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 41, 11, (KM) under (he head ‘o. — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 2 
(to raise a discussion about the temporary settled estates of Sunderbans 
and also to draw attention to briber}^ and corruption in the- 
Collectoratea).’* 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: "That the demand of 
Rs. 4i,ll,()(K) under the head ‘5. — Lan<) Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to urge upon the Government to take immediate steps to amend the 
Patni Regulation VIII of 1819 so as to empower the Collector to stop 
sale if the arrears and costs be paid to him before the sale is knocked down 
and also to set aside the sale if the entire demand with 5 per cent, of the 
purchase money to be f>aid to the purchaser as compensation be deposited 
with him within 30 days from the date of sale as provided in 0. 21, R. 89,. 
Civil Procedure Code, and also in the Bengal Tenancy Act).** 

Khan 8ahili Mauivi BAZLUL HUQs "That the demand of 
Rs. 41,lb,000 under the head '5. — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 
[to draw attention to the urgent necessity of amendment of the provisiona- 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, relating to payment of land- 
lords’ fees and exercise of right of pre-emption in case of sales of 
occupancy holdings].** 

Mr. R. MAITI: "That the demand of Ra. 41,11,000 under the head 
‘8.— -Land ^enue* be reduced by Re. 1 (early repeal of the enhancement 
provisions in the Bengal Tenancy Act),” 
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Mauivi SYEO MA/ID iAKtHS the demmd of Es, 41,11,000 
under the head *5. — Land revenue’ be reduced by Ee. 1 (abolition of 
permanent settlement).” 


Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: ”That the demand of 
Es. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land revenue’ be reduced by Ee. 1 
(to raise a discussion about the legitimate demands of the Mussalmans 
in the matter of the appointment of qualified Moslems according to 
pupulation basis),” 


Mauivi SYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: ”That the demand of 
Es. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land revenue’ be reduced by Ee. 1 
(expenditure in an extravagant manner and highly paid officers).” 


Hail BADI AHMED CHOWOHURY: That the demand of 
Es. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land revenue’ be reduced by Ee. 1 
(imposition of penalty and taking exemption tee and interest on the 
arrears of rent),” 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: That the demand of 
Es. 41,11,000 under the head ‘5. — Land revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(scanty recognition of the claims of the rural and agricultural interests 
and inadequate provisions for the relief of the agriculturists when the 
price of jute has fallen abnormally low).” 


6.— Excisa. 

Tha Hoimv Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the rccom- 
mendatiou of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Es. 20,06,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”6. — Excise.” 

In moving this demand I feel that I owe an explanation about Excise 
policy of the Government in connection with which there Ibe several 
motions on the agenda. The Government has been for the past few 
years following the policy of minimum consumption of alcoholic liquor 
and drugs ^d greater popular control over licensing and io'mtion of 
shops. In pursuance of this policy facilities of supply of Eqnor and 
drugs have been gradually restricted and shop sites have been continually 
brought under examination in reference to objection of local i)eople. 
Oomplete control over the price of country spirit, hemp drugs and rice 
beer has been secured and minimum prices have been fixed tor foreign 
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ii^iior. The following measures have been adopted with a new to give 
eSeet to the policy of restricted supply and control over consuiaptiou;-— 

(l) Levy of a sliding scale of rates of taxation on liquor and drugs 

with adequate and suitable regulations to control prices for 
the consumer. 

^2) Gradual reduction in the number of places of retail vend. 

^3) Effective control over the manufacture and wholesale vend. 

{4) Regulation and gradual restriction of hours of sale. 

(5) Suppression of illicit traffic as much as possible. 

As a result of the recommendations of the Opium Inquiry Committee 
appointed in Bengal to inquire into causes of high consumption in the 
Calcutta Excise area and in the industrial centres of Serampore and 
Barrackpore the following changes in the rates of Treasury and retail 
prices as w^ell as in tlie limit of retail price of sale have been made with 
effect from April, 1930, viz.: — 

0) Treasury price raised from Rs. 71 to Ks. 91 per seer throughout 
the whole j)rovince except for certain shops at the border of 
the district of Midjiapore where the rate has been fixed at 
Rs, 76 per seer. 

(u) Retail price of opium has been raised from Rs. 130 to Rs. 150 
per seer througliout the whole province except for certain 
shops of the district of Midnapore where it has been fixed at 
Rs. 135 per seer. 

(m) Limit of retail sale reduced from 3 tolas to 1 tola (180 grains). 
6-45 p.m. 

In Calcutta the quantity of country spirit sold in 1911-12 was 332,242 
gallons; in 1920-21 it came down to 293,965; in 1925-26, it came down to 
182,814; in 1926-27, 153,869; in 1927-28, 154,132; in 1928-29, 148,875; 
in 1929-30, 141,399. So also for the rest of Bengal in the year 1911-12, 
the figure was 796,784; in 1920-21 the figure was 766,572; in 1925-26, 
632,351; in 1926-27, 627,962; in 1927-28, 591,935; in 1928-29, 583,804; 
in 1929-30, 575,121. 

In the case of ganja the figure of consumption for 1911-12 in Calcutta 
was 22,422 seers; in 1920-21, 12,082; in 1925-26, 10,929; in 1926-27, 
9,579; in 1927-28, 9,643; in 1928-29, 8,989; and in 1929-80, the latest 
year for which we have returns, 8,962 seers. For the rest of Bengal the 
figure of cwisumptionfor ganja for 1911-12 was 123,411; for 1920-21, 
78,625; for 1925-26, 71,478; for 1926-27, 67,678; for 1927^, 66,821; 
lor 1928-89, 63,099; for 1929-30, 68,367, 
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8o alio im iba cate of opimii Uie figures will show that consumptioii 
has coasieerahly oome dowB. In 1911-12, in Calcutta, it was 21,192 
seers; in 1920-21, 12,996; in 1925-26, 11,515; in 1926-27, 11,097; in 

1927- 28, 10,977 ; in 1928-29, 10,926 and in 1929-30, 10,919. For the rest 
of Bengal the figure for consumption in 1911-12 was 66,729; in 1920-21, 
42,634; in 1925-26, 39,945; in 1926-27, 39,792; in 1927-28, 39,778; in 

1928- 29, 39,504; in 1929-30, 39,741. 

This will show that the consumption of excisable articles, liquors and 
drugs has oome down considerably. 

As regards the number of places for sale of country spirit, opium, 
ganja, charas and hhang, there is a considerable reduction and 1 shall 
quote certain figures:-^ 


Figorefl of number of ahope. 


Bengal — 

Country spirit. 

Opium. 

Ganja. 

Bhang. 

1911.12 

.. 1,277 

1,022 

1,434 

232 

1920-21 

1,120 

K35 

1,267 

261 

1926-27 

941 

859 

1,218 

316 

1929-30 

934 

866 

1,204 

325 

Calcutta (excluding Garden Reach) — 




1911-12 

11 

67 

63 

35 

1920-21 

.. 64 

41 

46 

10 

1926-27 

66 

39 

42 

15 

1929-30 

62 

39 

42 
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All this will show that there has been some reduction in each of the above 
cases. The same is also the case with charas and other drugs and I need 
not trouble the House any longer by quoting figures. There has been 
an uniform reduction in the number of places of sale of these articles. 
Of course it has not been possible for one or more reason to accept total 
prohibition ail the goal. There is always the difficulty of making a 
country dry by legislation and the result of such a process in other 
countries, for instance in America and also in Bombay, has not proved 
quite happy. I would like to quote a resolution of the Government of 
Bombay in this connection : 

“Rationing as part of the general policy of prohibition by gradual 
and progressive stages has been in operation since Ist April, 1922. The 
financial and wther results of the working of the arrangement have been 
detailed at great lefigth by the Government in their review of the excise 
administration department of the past six years. The experience of this 
period shows that the consumption of licit liquor has been considerably 
reduced without an appreciable improvement in the habits of temperance 
and the illicit distillation and importation of liquor p&fi pMU, Tra 
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in the meaulactiire amd conBitmplicm ol ilUcil li%iior u an 
unlairtaBate leatnre of tke situation not only from the point of view of 
prohihition hut also from the point of view of the welfare of the commu- 
nity, since apart from the loss of a source of revenue the flouting of the 
law is a danger to the body politic. Government accordingly feel that 
the time has now come when they should review the position as it stands 
as a result of 8 years' working of the experiment of rationing, and they 
have instituted inquiries to this end. The aim which they have set 
before themselves is to determine how without losing sight of the avowed 
goal of prohibition they can ensure that, so long os the liquor traflic is 
permitted by law, they derive a legitimate revenue from it and at the 
same time deprive the people of the fatal incentive to the manufacture 
and consumption of illicit liquor which at present prevails over a wide 
area of the Presidency." 

On these grounds this Government is very nervous in adopting total 
prohibition as the ultimate goal though it has been advocated very 
strongly by certain hon’ble memberK during the last few years on the 
floor of this House. A definite advance has been made in the matter of 
the extension of popular control over licensing of shops and selection of 
sites. Besides Calcutta, Howrah and Bally there are elected licensing 
boards in the districts of Kangpur, Chittagong and Dacca and there ore 
advisory boards in other districts. Government is seriously considering 
the proposal of extending the system of elected licensing boards to other 
districts an<l the matter is before Government and they are just awaiting 
the opinions of some of the district officers. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: It is not so in Calcutta. 

Thu Hon’bio Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : No, unfortunately 
at the present moment in Calcutta we have got a nominated board. Mr. 
Guha is perfectly familiar with the whole history which led to the 
appointment of a nominated board very much against their policy and 
desire of the Government. But I can assure the House that Government 
will take the earliest opportunity to reconsider this question. 

As to the principle of licensing of excise shops with the exception of 
tori which are settled by auction, all retail country spirit, ganja, opium, 
bhang and charat licences are settled under the Bengal fixed fee system. 
Under this system the licence fees of the shops are fixed according to 
a graduated scale based on consumption, leaving a fair margin of profit 
to the licensees. One of the objects of the system is to raise the standard 
of honesty in the department by introducing new blood in the personnel 
of licensees by selecting educated and deserving men of the hhadralok 
class, the young educated middle classes of Bengal; so that they may 
cam a living. Whenever there are applications for licences from 
educated people Government in Calcutta as also outside Calcutta give 



148 


DEMANDS FOB OEANTS. 


[17tb Maioh, 


preference to such oendidates irrespective of caste, colour or creed. This 
is the general policy which Government has been pursuing for the last 
few years with regard to excise in Bengal. There are cut motions in the 
name of several hon’ble members of this House most of whom are, 1 
believe, for raising a discussion on certain points or for eliciting infor- 
mation. I can assure the hon’ble members that 1 shall be very glad to 
meet them and discuss with them and to place all available information 
at their disposal whenever they will come and talk the matter over with 
me. 

With these words I beg to move that the demand be granted. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 18th 
March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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PMUtfiiw of tho Bongai L^iitivo Oomioll aiMiiibM imdir ttio 
provisions of tho Govommonl of liHttt Aot 

Thk Coxtncil met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 18th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 

Prossnt: 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manjuatua Nath Ray 
Chaudhuhi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and IIG nominated 
and elected members. 


Starrod Qiiostlon 

(to vrhioh oral answor was given). 

Efhieational quatifloations of tho mom b or s of tho Bengal Civil 8orvioo 

(dudioial). 

M49. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charg-o of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that up till recently (say 10 years ago) candidates 
from various classes were apjiointed in the Bengal Civil Searvico 
(Judicial) who iKwsessed the minimum educvational qualifications P 

(6) Is it a fact that many candidates who were appointed as munsifs 
in the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) with minimum educational 
qualifications, in time have been promoted to the grade of Subordinate 
Judges? 

(c) Is it also a fact that some of these Subordinate Judges have 
been promoted to the grade of District and Sessions Judges? 

(cf) Is it a fact that at least two or three of such officers were 
jlevated to the Bench of the High Court as Hon’ble Judges? 

MEMBER in ehargi of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): (a) In the absence of information as to 
what is intended by the expression ^’minimum educational qualifica* 
tions” it ‘is not possible to answer the question. Most of the 
educational qualifications of the members of the Bengal Civil 
Jerrioe (Judicial) will be found in the Quarterly Civil List of Bengal, 
md it will be seen tliat all members of that service have the degree 
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of B.L. whicli is the only degree regarded as an essential qualification 
for the appointment of persons who are not barristers, advocates or 
attorneys. 

(h), (c) and (d) For the reasons given in answer to (a) it is not 
possible to answer these ‘questions. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether under the rules it is laid down that a 
candidate has to be a first class B.L. for an appointment as a munsif? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the officers who are 
ordinary B.Ls. and not first class B.Tjs. are also promoted as Sub- 
ordinate Judges and District Judges? 

The Non’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: An officer is promoted 
entirely on his merits. What his educational qualifications are nobody 
cares. He is promoted entirely on his merits. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are at least two 
promotions to High Court Judgeships from the Bengal Judicial 
Service P 

Tht Non'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, according to merit. 

Rai Bahadur KE8NAB CNANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state the number of officers (inaudible in 

the Reporters* gallery). 

Tha NotmUi Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 must ask for notice. 

Rai Bahadur KESNAB CNANDRA BANERdl: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Judges who 
are promoted to the High Court were neither M.A., B.L. or first 
class B.Ls. and only B.LsP 

The Nan^bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have no knowledge of 
what their degrees were. 

Mr. B« C« CNATTERdEE: (Inaudible in the Reporters’ gallery). 

nm Nau’Mi Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICil A^iatmeuts of Judges 
of the High Court are not under the Government of Bengal. 
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JhiHYi lYED MAJiO BAKtH: WiU the Hoii*hle Member be 
to state whether in addition to the M.A., B*L. oae hae to 
practise for a certain number of years at the bar before they can be 
appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICi: I would refer the hee'ble 

member to the Act. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head “6. — Excise'* was then resumed. 

The following motions were called but not moTed: — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: ^*That the demand of Rs. 100 
under the head *6A. — Excise — Superintendence — Hill Allowances* 
be refused.” 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: *‘That the demand of Rs. 20,000 under the head 
<60. — Presidency Establishment — Reward to private persons* be 
reduced by Rs. 10,000.’* 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,00,000 under the head “Of. —Presidency Establishment — Calcutta 
Collector’s office” be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy in granting licences 
in Calcutta). 

Sir, I would like to say a few words with regard to the administration 
of the Excise Department in the town of Calcutta. I iistoned very 
closely to the Hon’ble Minister last evening, but I am afraid I found 
nothing that could remove the impression I have formed about tha 
administration of the Excise Department in the Presidency town. My 
main complaint is with regard to the policy, the avowed polii^y of the 
Government which is the discouragement of the drink evil. Sir, I am 
sorry to observe that this policy is not being honoured in the city of 
Calcutta. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister admitted yesterday that the Licensing 
Board of Calcutta had no representative of the people on it. It is ati 
entirely nominated body consisting of six members, namely, the Commis^ 
aioner of the Presidency Division, the Commissioner of Police, the Collec- 
tor of Excise, Calcutta, and three outsiders — Rai A. C. Bauer jee 
Bahadur, Mr. Unsudowla and Mr. Thompson. Sir, Mr. Singh Roy said 
yesterday that I knew more about the history of the reconstitution of 
the Board than any one else did. Tes, Sir, 1 do know something about 
ibis. I know why the privilege was taken away from the people, but I 
never agreed with the Minister when he took that privilege away. There 
were two bodies privileged to send representatites to (he Board-^’thf 
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Calcutta Corporation and the Temperance Federation of Calcutta. 
Somehow or other the Government were not salis^ed with the workings 
of that Board and it was abolished and along with the nominated repre* 
sentative of the labour, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri had to go as well. 
An official Board has come in its place, but I do not think that it has in 
any way improved the situation. 

Sir, two agencies are generally at work to fix the location of an 
excise shop, and they are the Calcutta Collectorate and the Licensing 
Board. The usual policy of the Government is to allow a shop in a 
locality if the people there present a demand for it. Now what really 
happens is this : A particular man with a capital when he finds a 
locality where an excise shop may prove to be a paying concern, goes 
round and collects signatures of the people living in the vicinity end 
sends such a signed petition to the Collector. The Collector then sends 
out his superintendent to inquire, but I may inform the House that the 
superintendent never takes the trouble of ascertaining the real opinion of 
the people, for it is directly against the interests of the department^ 
whose existence depends largely on the increased revenue. The applica> 
tion is then placed before the liicensing Board by the Collector, who 
himself is the ex^ojjxcio Secretary to the Board. The Board sometimes 
invites objections and hears them, but in most cases the shop is 
sanctioned on the strength of the recommendation of the Collector. 

Sir, I will give specific instances. You are aware that there are good 
many wine shops on Chowringhee Road and there is one just on the south 
side of Dwarkanath Mitter Square at Bhawanipur. In spite of all these, 
a shop was allowed to be opened three years back near the Alexandra 
Court. The shop stands in the vicinity of St. Paul’s Cathedral, the 
Presidency General Hospital, new Institute of the Engineers, a Jewish 
school and a girls’ school in the compound of the old London Missionary 
Society’s Institution. Sir, objections were invited as usual in this case 
and the principal objector was Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, who was then the 
Mayor of Calcutta. The shop is still there. Another instance like this 
is found in the new Alipore Stores located in the vicinity of your own 
house. This is the way in which things are managed by the Licensing 
Board and the Collector of Calcutta. Before coming here to-day a friend 
gave me a copy of the annual report of the Calcutta Temperance 
Federation. A passage in it reads es follows : — 

Attempts were made to give voice to popular local resentment and 
objections to the location and existence of country-spirit shops, Bars, 
restaurants, opium and gan^a vending stalls. The petitions by the local 
residents of these objectionable sites and shops for their abolition or 
removal had been forwarded to the Excise Department and also in some 
cases to the Government (Minister) without the slightest relief being 
vouchsafed in any single case. The case of country-spirit shop in con- 
gested industrial area of Kidderpore and that of a gonia shop by which 
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a ptili lor pardantuhin ladies leads to public road, situated close to Baja 
BaJMf and a very important crossing of public thoroughfares are glaring 
instances of total disregard by the department itself of its own 
departmental rules.” 


That is the experience of the Temperance Federation which has been 
depriTed of the privilege of sending a representative to the Licensing 
Board. Sir, I can assure you that the number of wine shops has increased 
very considerably during the last few months. I may refer to a parti- 
cular case. Some time back there was a erase in Calcutta, particularly 
amongst the young Europeans for Chinese food, and a Chinese restaurant 
in Blackburn Lane used to be patronised extensively. These people tried 
their best to come to the centre of the town, but the old Licensing Board 
refused to allow it. Sir, to-day a magnificent Chinese restaurant on the 
Central Avenue attracts the attention of every passerby. This is one of 
the actions of the new Board. 


Then, Sir, the area bounded on the north by Beadon Street, south by 
Bowbazar Street, east by Upper Circular Hoad and west by Chitpur Road 
is known to be “the dry area” of Calcutta. Almost all tlie schools and 
colleges are located in this area and a very large number of students 
reside there. That is surely the reason why not a single excise shop is 
allowed to be opened in that area, but the authorities in their desire to 
compensate have ollowed innumerable shops just outside the area all 
round. You cannot ( ount their numbers. In fact the whole of Bowbazar 
Street from Sealdah to Lai Bazar i.s dotted with wine shops. That is 
the work of the new Licensing Board. 

Sir, my friend, the Minister, said yesterday that the Board wa» 
trying to solve the problem of unemployment by giving excise shops to 
the young men of the hhadmlok class. The theory is very good, but the 
Hon^ble Minister can take it from me that not even 5 per cent, of the 
shops in the city of Calcutta have been given to the young men of the 
hhadralok class. The present system is so defective that it is impossible 
for the authorities to oust a vendor at any time after a shop has been 
settled with him. This is due to the fact that the building in which a 
shop is allowed to be opened is taken lease of by the vendor and not by 
the Government, The result is that when the shop is attempted to be 
given to a new vendor, the outgoing vendor refuses to vacate the building 
and generally keeps the door of the shop shut. The incoming vendof 
finds it impossible to secure a new place and if by chance he secures one, 
the Licensing Board generally refuse to approve of the same, and the 
result is the continuance of the old arrangement in spite of the honest 
desire of 'the Minister to bring in new blood. 8ir, in most cases the 
licence of an excise shop in Calcutta is a hereditary right. Very 
recently the vendor of a shop near the Bowbazar junction died itnd the 
liemee has been given to his wife and minor son. 1 can cite innumerable 
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initances like this and I can also give the Hon*ble Minieter a liet showing 
ihat the new vendors are mostly related to the officials oi the departm^t. 
It is a scandal and I want the Minister to look into the whole thing. 
None of us need forget the fact that a scandal of this nature brought the 
downfall of a ministry. 

Sir, the rule in the Excise Department is clear against granting a 
licence for more shops than one to a single person. I request the 
Hoa^ble Minister to go to the Great Eastern Stores, the Empire Stores 
aad Maada A Co. and ascertain to whom these stores belong. Scandals 
like these are going on in the Calcutta Collectorate for a long time and 
it is time that they should be stopped. I think that the Licensing Board 
nhould be reconstituted and more powers be given to it. The situation 
will never improve if the Calcutta Collector is on the Board, for hi^ main 
business is to increase the revenue and his desire to increase the number 
of shops is only natural. Sir, I tabled this motion with the sole object 
of drawing the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the scandal and I 
have done so. A strong broom and a firm hand are necessary to sweep 
the scandal and I hope that my friend will prove equal to the task. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Millivi ABDUL KARIM* ^*That the demand of Bs. 2,00,000 under 
the head T)C. — Presidency Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(settlement of excise shops by the Collector of Calcutta).” 

MaiHvi SYEO dALALUDOIN HASHEMY: That the demand of 
Ea. 20,00,000 under the head ‘0. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy 
of vending excise shops).” 


8-30 p.m. 

Mfi R. HAITI * Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 
under the head **6. — Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discois- 
aion on the policy of vending excise shops to women in the district of 
Midnapore). 

Sir, the policy of vending excise shops had been severely criticised 
by the mem^rs of this Council from various points of view on occasiona 
more than one, but none seem to have laid much stress on a very 
important aspect of the question which I should like to deal here 
presently. 

Sir, for aoaie time past there has grown some practice in the Excise 
Department of the .Govemment to grant licences to females for sale of 
ganja and opium, country liquor, foreign liquors, etc. Last year we 
were told by tbe Ulohl Eon’ble Minister in charge oi the Excise Depart* 
amni that the number of female licensees in Calcutta and Mowtnh is 
M and in the reel of the Presideney is OB end we have y«t to know 
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is the number of such licensees in other districts of Bengal. It 
Wfe further stated by him that in the case of pachvrai sho]>s in Midnapore 
it is the customary practice for women to carr>^ on the business of 
brewing and therefore licences are given to them where men are not 
available. 1 am told, Sir, that the same state of affairs is still 
continuing. It is rather an astounding proposition that licences are 
given to women where men are not available If men are not available, 
it is better that there should be is8ue<l no licences at all, or for the 
matter of that, there should be no excise shops in that locality. 

Sir, there can be no denial of the fact that the excise ptdicy of the 
Government as a whole has already had a most degrading and 
degenerating effect upon the people of this couutrj', especially upon the 
male population ; but to contemplate to extend its operation to the 
womenfolk of this country is rather much more deplorable and, I should 
say, is beyond any human conception. The sooner this policy is 
abandoned the better. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister might come forward with a plea that there 
is a marked tendency in the department not to grant licences to females 
but we will not rest satisfied unletis and until a definite and settled 
policy has been laid down declaring the females of this country wholly 
unfit to hold licences for any excise shop. Sanctity of our senana 
must be strictly upheld and should on no account l)e allowed to be 
interfered with by any such evil influence from outside. So long this 
is not done, I am Ixdd enough to say that the people whom we are 
here to represent in this House, will certainly feel that their popular 
wishes are being totally disregarded by their popular Minister in 
charge of the department. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to commend the motion to the 
acfreptance of the House. 

Itai BthaHKir Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 think it will not be 
improper fur me to take part in the discussion about the Licensing 
Board of Calcutta, because my friend, Mr. Giiha, has already pointed 
out that I happened to be one of the unfortunate members of that 
Board which had been done away with. But I take my stand here not 
as a member of the old Licensing Board. I am one of those persons 
who have taken an active interest in the propagation of the temperance 
movement in Calcutta. On the last occasion a year ago when thii 
matter was before the Legislative Council, we were told that the Govern- 
ment was practically convinced of the mistake which was committed by 
the then' Government in doing sway with the old Licensing Board and 
we were given hopes that the Licensing Board question would again be 
takmi up by tbe Government and proper steps would be taken to 
mueeitate and rejuvenate the old Licensing Board with representatives 
Of Ule Calcutta Oorpoiatioii, of the - Temperance Federation, of the 
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Government and other interests on it. One year has now passed away 
and we have heard nothing excepting this that the Board, which is 
now working, is a good one and it will be allowed to continue its 
normal length of life which, I understand, is three or four years. If 
I am wrong, I hope to be corrected by my friend the Hon’ble Minister. 
Sir, the present situation is that the existing Licensing Board wiB 
function for another three years at least. So I thought it was useless 
for me to rake up the question of the reconstitution of the Licensing 
Board. But as Mr. Ouha has already raised the question, I would like 
to point out that in Calcutta the Licensing Board has not got a single 
representative from the Calcutta Corporation. May I ask my friend 
the Hon’ble Minister and all concerned : is there any place in the whole 
civilised world where an important municipality is not asked to send a 
representative to the local Licensing Board F Why Calcutta has been 
singled out for this extraordinary neglect, I hope my friend will be 
able to explain. Leaving the Corporation to be taken charge of by the 
members who are now in possession of it^ — I have no longer the privilege 
of being a member of the Corporation — I speak as a member of the 
Temperance Federation. That Federation was given two seats on the 
Licensing Board and I was one of its representatives. What was our 
experience? We often found that we were to comply with the principle 
which had already been laid down and in almost every case when we 
tried to interfere we were baffled. Over and above, to add insult ta 
injury, we were told that the old Board did not contain any representa- 
tive of the Wine Association. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
which still wields a large amount of influence over everything behind 
the purdah, if I may say so, came up to Government with the request 
that the Wine Association must have a representative on the Licensing 
Board. That was enough. The Government was so much influenced 
that after only a few months’ existence the old Licensing Board had to 
go and a new Board came into being. In spite of the assurance given 
by the then Government that the Temperance Association would have 
adequate representation on any Licensing Board, nothing was done. 
Sir, it reminds me of a deputation which waited on the Governor along 
with the then Minister — I speak of the late Mr. B. Chakravarti — and 
we were told that the Temperance Federation would receive special 
seats on the Licensing Board. But because the Chamber of Commerce 
thought that the Wine Association must have representation on the 
Board, the whole thing was upset and we were asked to clear out and 
the old BoarAwas done away with. Sir, I have nothing to say against 
the new Boafd. Personally I think it is quite satisfactory and I have 
not the slightest complaint against any individual member. But I 
submit if the Bengal Chamber of Commerce can persuade the Govern- 
ment to create a new Board, why cannot the Minister and the Cabinet^ 
il they are convinced that a wrong has been done, do away with the 
present Board and reconstitute it in a manner which will meet with. 
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tile wishes of all concerned? Why should we wait for three years? I 
jMiuse for an answer. Then, Sir, in all Licensing Boards all over the 
world the local bodies hold a pre-eminent position. Next to them all 
the world over, where there is any movement for temperance, that body 
is represented on the Board. But here, Sir, instead of these bodies, 
those who are interested in increasing the sale of alcohol have been 
given representation on the Board. That was the reason, Sir, why 
myself and Sir Devaprosad Sarbadhikari left the Board. We refused to 
sit with persons whose sole object was to make money by selling alcohol. 
Now that the question of principle has been decided, I think the 
Government will be very well advised to do away with the present 
Board and reconstitute it in the way it ought to be done. 

3-45 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 20,06,000 \inder the head *‘6. — Excise” be reduced by Rs. 10 
(encouraging and vending excise shops). 

Sir, I was rather astounded to hear from a popular Minister in 
charge of the Public Health of Bengal that it has not been possible for 
more than one reason for the Government to adopt prohibition as their 
goal. According to him the panacea of the evil lay in restricted 
consumption of alcoholic liquor and drugs and greater popular control 
over licensing and loc4itiou of shops. He had l)een careful to (^uote 
figures in support of the success whicli attended the efforts of the 
Government in restricting the consumption of intoxicants. 

Sir, from my limited experience, 1 can vouch that his statement 
does not tally with the actualities so far as my municipality is con- 
cerned. Sir, there existed, till a few years ago, a flourishing industry 
in gar-making from date juice in Bansberia, but I now And that almost 
all the date trees have been taken on lease by excise contractors for the 
preparation of toddy. I find the toddy shops always full of people 
indulging in tan-drinking. In the absence of any sort of picketing, 
the country liquor shops are in a very very flourishing condition. The 
vendor of the Bansberia wine shop has been able to build pucca houses 
not only for his shop and for the accommodation of his customers but 
also for the sale of several sorts of what is called chat for the drunkards. 
It is unfortunate that I happen to he the owner of the land over which 
his building stands. Formerly there was no foreign liquor shops at 
Bansberia. People accustomed to those civilised drinks had to procure 
them from Chinsura — a distance of six miles. The Excise Department 
ever mihdful to the interests and convenience of consumers have helped 
to remove this want and allowed the opening of a foreign liquor shop at 
the heart of the town. This has undoubtedly added to the amenities 
of civilised life. For the gradual decrease in consumption of inioxi- 
oantii Hie Excise Department has been gracious enongh to allow two 
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eouBtry liquor fhop*, two tun one loroifn liqwor slioii and two 

drug okops on the Bansberia Strand Bead within 8^ Mika. This k an 
infttance to the point to »how the selieitude of the Excise Department 
for the restricted consumption of intoxicants within my municipality. 
True, there is an Excise AdTisory Committee to which 1 happen to be 
an €jf-oficio member. The other members are the District Magistrate^ 
the Superintendents of Excise and Police and two other Commissioners 
of the municipality. Sir, you will be surprised to hear that wh^ the 
last meeting was held, there were proposals from three of the Commis> 
sinners to add three more drug shops-x-one in Ward 3 adTocated by the 
Mill Manager Mr. Robertson for the conTenience of the mill hands, one 
by the Vice-Chairman for one shop in Ward 2 and the other by a 
Commissioner of Ward 1, who wanted a shop in his ward. The District 
Magistrate presides over these meetings but on the day of the meeting 
the District Magistrate was away, and I had the misfortune to preside. 
Had not the Excise Superintendent, Mr. Deef holts, sided with me in 
opposing the proposals, I shuddered to think of the future of the town 
under the influence of the stupefying drugs. At the fag end of 1930, 
a proposal emanated from the District Magistrate about the formation 
of a Licensing Board for the whole district in which all the munici- 
palities were asked to send one representative each to elect only one 
member for the Licensing Board. One member in the Licensing Board 
to represent all the municipalities in the district was thought quite 
inadequate by some of the prominent municipalities and the question 
of the formation of the Licensing Board had to be deferred. 

Sir, our popular Minister has been pleased to enunciate another 
policy of the department and that was to raise the standard of honesty 
in the department by introducing new blood in the personnel of the 
licensees by selecting educated and deserving men of reputable families 
for the excise shop. He has gloated over the tremendous number of 
applicaHoM lor excise shops from persons of good lanilies, both Hindus 
and Muhammadans, all over the province. In settling shops under 
the fixed lee system, he announced that the declared policy of the 
Government had been to allow shops to educated youths of Bengal of 
all communities to enm their living — Sir, I am sorry for the Hon’ble 
Minister in his inability to explore better avenues of employnMmt lor 
tbe youths of Bengal. I shudder to think that the jewels of the 
University should fritter away their energies for helping a trade which 
tended to Uie ruination of tbe country. Sir, what is the inevitable 
effect of the trade on intoxicants? Does it not tend to min the ignoennt 
masses, ruin them not only financially but ruin them phy8ica%» 
intellectually, morally and spiritually? One word about the deolaied 
policy to allow shops to educated youths. I may just point out that 
the policy is not followed in regard to the vending of excise shops in the 
rntdamid. In my munioipelity the vendor of Hie Bonsbedn oanwitry 
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KfMT Gum ClMuraii Koeri, k quite ifnorwiit of the three R’fer 
I 9m poimtiBf this ovt Bot with the purpose of doing any harm to that 
paiiaenlar tiny little man who k rery obedient and obliging to one 
and all from the Colleetor downwards before whom he always standa 
like a Chrur-pakihi with folded hands. 

Sir, I should like to emphasise the fact that I consider this trade in 
intoxicants as an immoral traffic. Its demoralising effects are Tisible 
all around. With a view to avert the yellow peril, the opium habit 
was inculcated in the Chinese by our rulers and the whole nation 
remained stupefied under its influence for centuries together. It 
required the genius of patriots like Dr. Sun Yet Sun to rouse them 
from their slumber of centuries by giving up this pernicious habit and! 
enable them to take their proper place in the Comity of Nations. 

Sir, it is inconsistent with the dignity and position of the Minister 
of Public Health to have the portfolio of the ruination of the Public 
Health as well. If he wants to retain the latter, I should advise him 
to make over charge of the Public Health i)ortfolio to one of hia 
colleagues. The two portfolios cannot stand side by side. Sir, it is a 
strange irony of fate that however independent and well-intentioned a 
Minister might be before his acceptance of office he imbibes the spirit 
of his surroundings who always cast their longing eyes on the Pevenue 
side as soon as he comes in contact with them. I cannot call it a 
vicious circle as they are all honourable men. 

Sir, I condemn with all the emphasis that I can command the 
public health ruination policy of the Government. I would ask the 
meml>ers of this House, he he a Hindu or a Mussalmau, to rise equal to 
the occasion and condemn with one united voice the excise policy which 
is wroughting havoc not only among the well-to-do families but also 
desolating the hearth and home of the poor people of this unhappy land. 

•«bu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 am very glad to support the 
resolution moved by Mr. Guha and also by Munindra Deb Rai Mabaeai. 
As a member of the Licensing Board of the 24-Parganas for the last 
four 3 rears, I will cite an instance from my own experience to show 
how things are done there. At one of the meetings of the 24-Parganas 
licensing Board, 1 moved a resolution that ganja shops with a revenue 
of only Be. 6 or less should be abolished. I was supported by one of 
the Subdi visional Offioers, but the President who was Additional District 
Magis^te opposed it saying that it was not the function of the 
liosnsing Board to do, but the function of the Board was to see if 
there was' any objection by the people of the locality lor a particular 
eacdae shop wiHiin any area. I Hioui^ii that the decision of the 
Additional Bistrict Magistrate was wrong. Bo I put a questiott to the 
Hon^le Minister regarding the function of the Lioenstng Boards in 
Calentta^ Howrah and Hie 24-Pargattas. 1 waa told hi reply that the 
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lunction of the Board was to determine the nninber and location of 
excise shops within the Board area. I was further told in reply to my 
question that the object of establishing the Licensing Board has been 
attained as was evidenced by the Excise Report of 1926-27, 1928-29 
and 1929-30. The answer was not satisfactory. So I put a supple- 
mentary question asking whether the object of establishing the 
Licensing Board was not to diminish the consumption of intoxicants. 
I am sorry to say that I received the curt answer (No). Sir, I have got 
some experience as to how things are managed in the Licensing Board. 
What happens in Calcutta also happens in the mufassal. A site is 
selected for a ganja shop or a ton shop and then it is found that there 
are eight or ten applicants. There are eight or ten applicants for a 
ganja shop and 15 to 20 for a tari shop. Before licences are granted, 
inquiries are sometimes made by the Executive Officers ; sometimes there 
are recommendations by the Excise Superintendents and then the 
licence is granted. That is how the policy of prohibition is carried out 
in Bengal. I may also cite an instance in Calcutta. Many members 
know a road called the Burdwan Road. Last year a foreign liquor 
shop was opened there. Probably this year in order to keep the balance 
a country liquor shop will also be opened there. This year in my own 
municipality there was a talk of opening a foreign liquor shop. I was 
told by the Excise Superintendent that there was an application for it. 
I was surprised to hear that; as there was not one single European 
resident in the locality. I made a thorough inquiry into the matter 
and came to know that the applicant was a grog shop ow ner of Kidder- 
pore. He wanted to start a foreign liquor shop. Fortunately no 
licence has been granted yet probably because of my protest. Further 
this will show how the Excise Department is managing things in the 
matter of prohibition. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Sir, 1 have 
listened with respect to what has fallen from the various speakers 
criticising the excise policy of Government — the principle on which 
licences are granted and the details about their distribution by the 
Excise Department. I shall take the motions in the order in which 
they were moved. Mr. Guha has said that the Government has failed 
to carry out the policy of discouraging the drink-evil. I join issue with 
him. Yesterday I quoted figures at length to prove and I hope to prove 
conclusively that the quantity of consumption of liquor and drugs had 
come doi^ considerably. 1 do not propose to trouble the House again 
to^y by repea;ting those figures. 1 do not think that Mr. Guha has any 
justification whatever to say that the Government has failed to carry 
put the policy of discouraging drink-evil in the face of the figures I quoted 
yesterday. Another objection which was taken was that the luesent 
XiioensinI; Board of Calcutta is a nominated Board and popular voice is 
not r^E^reeeated on that body. By way of answer I shall point out to 
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Ghilift huiiflelf. I hope he will aot «ay that he doee aot repreaettt 
pjiH^Iar voice ia this House or in the Calcutta Corporation* 

4 p«m. 

Every member of the public voices public opinion and there can be 
no exception in covse of a member of this House. In the present Licens* 
ing Board there are three ofKcials and three non>ofhcials. The three 
officials are the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, the Cornmia- 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, and the Collector of Calcutta. Sir, they are 
very responsible persons and I do not know what to say if it is argued that 
these gentlemen do not discharge their duties properly and conscien- 
tiously. The three non-official representatives are Mr. Unsud Dowlah, 
my friend Mr, Thompson, who is not present here to-day, and Rai 
Bahadur Abinash Chandra Banerji. Nolmdy will deny that these three 
gentlemen are held in high esteem by the public of Calcutta and in 
whatever institution they may be placed they will be considered great 
assets. 

About the suppression of the elected board, Rai Bahadur Haridhan 
Dutt has made a grievance. I find that the Rai Bahadur has a very 
short memory. My friend will remember that he and his colleagues 
resigned their seats on the Board, and (Government had no other 
alternative but to dissolve it, and to carry on the work Government had 
to appoint a nominated Board with the best available men in their 
opinion. 

Rai Baliafiur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. We resigned as a protest on principle, and so it was 
not essential that Government should do away with the Board. 

Tht Hon’bta Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINDH ROY: Well, he says 
that he and his colleagues resigned by way of protest. I have got no 
quarrel with him ; he certainly is entitled to hold to his opinion, but the 
Government found it very difficult to constitute a Board on which all 
these conflicting interests would be properly represented through elec- 
tion, and Government adopted the policy of nomination. But I can give 
you this much assurance that 1 shall take the earliest possible opportunity 
to go into the matter very thoroughly and out of deference to the wishes 
4>f the people of Calcutta I shall try to reconstitute the Board at an early 
date. 

Now coming to the Ck>liector of Calcutta, my friend Mr. Ghiha has 
mid a lot against him. I am sorry that Mr. Ouha went into personal 
qiuestions. The Collector of Calcutta is a responsible officer; he attained 
that position after having acquired considerable experience; he is an 
officer of approved ability, approved merit, and of approved honerty. 


U 
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So, I am not prepared to accept my aUegation of dishoneiiy or derelic- 
tion of duty against an ofEcer of his position and character. Mr. Gnha 
has said that there are jobberies and he quoted certain instances where 
objections from men like Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, the then Mayor of 
Calcutta, were overlooked. I admit that every department has got its 
defects and they will be there so long as human nature continues to be 
trhat it is. 

Mr. Guha has said that there are various new shops from Bowbaaar 
to Sealdah. Sir, I do not think that that is borne out by facts. Here 
I hold in my hand a list of new shops in Calcutta. There were only six 
new shops — one at 41, Theatre Road, one at Sealdah station, one at 233, 
Lower Circular Road, one at Elliot Road, one at Russell Street and one at 
Russa Road. So, none of them are within the area mentioned by Mr. 
Guha. 

Mft Pi N. CUHA: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I never 
said that new shops had been opened. What I said was that in order 
to remedy the defect of the dry area, the Bowbazar area is dotted with 
sho|>s, whether new or old. 

TN Non*Mt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as a rule 
when a shop is vacant there are applications to the Collector and the 
Collector scrutinises the list of applicants. He verifies whether they are 
men of good character and their qualification, and then objections are 
invited from persons of the locality concerned. As a matter of fact, 
notices are put up at conspicuous places in the lot'ality and then applica- 
tions are submitted to the Licensing Board and then and then only the 
sites are finally selected. 

As regards the allegation of Mr. Guha that shops are nowadays 
settled mostly with women and minors 

Mfi P. Ni GUHA: I gave only one instance. 

Tilt HOR’Illi Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As it relates to 
only one instance, I do not think I need dwell upon that. Generally the 
policy of the department is not to settle shops with women or minors, 
but there should be such a thing as continuity and security of tenure. 
When a man dies in harness after spending some money in improving 
bis business, it is only fair that the poor man’s heir should not bo 
deprived of the business, and the widow or the minor left without any 
means of liv^bpod. 

As regards tie proposal that more power should be given to the 
Lieensing Board to gb into the question of licensing besides the selection 
of sites, I certainly shall give very careful consideration to the Buggestian^ 
mi I am grateful to the member to this oonstructive proposal. 
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I come to the motion of my friend Mr. Maiti. He has said that 
ptu^wai shops are settled in Midnapore with the Sonthal women. It has 
bean the practice to settle pachwni shops with them, but in view of the 
objactinn taken to it by the representative of the district of Miduapore, 
I shall- certainly go into the question very thoroughly and I promise to 
ask my department to discourage in future settling of shops with women, 
irrespective of the consequences on the revenue of the department. 

Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai has given us a good deal of domestic 
details about his municipality. I do not think either the poor Minister 
or the hon’ble members of this House can take any ))articular interest in 
those affairs. There is the Advisory Board and my friend as the Chair- 
man of the municipality is certainly a member of that Board. He can 
state his grievances before that Board. If he does not do that, it is his 
fault and not of others. 

I have been advised in the interest of public health to make over the 
charge of the Excise Department to one of my colleagues because I am 
in charge of the Public Health Department, but unfortunately this 
department cannot be ignored at the present moment on account of the 
present financial position of Government. I think this department by 
controlling licensing and other things adds to the benefit of public health 
and not to its ruination as has been suggested by some of the hon*ble 
members. 

Mr. Satyendra Nath Boy has given us sumo interesting details from 
his experience within his municipality. As I said, there may bo 
allegations against every department and every department has got its 
defects. However, I am not ^oing to refer to them now. 

With these words I oppose the motions. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then, hv leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The motions of Mr. R. Maiti and Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai were 
then put and lost, 

4-15 p.m. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Kili EMDADUL HOQUE: *Thai the demand of Rs, 8,09,000 
under the bead ‘6D. — District Executive Establishment — ^Excise* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the district establisbine&t).^* 

Mn MUKUNDA lEHARY MULLIGK: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,09,000 under the bead *‘6D. — ^District Executive Estab- 
HabmeaP’ be reduced by Re, 1 (want of provision for candidates ol the 
backward classes for appointment as officers or as clerks). 
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Sir, in bringing forward thia motion of mine, my desire is to draw 
the attention of Government to the want of any provision for candidates 
of the backward classes for appointment as officers or as clerks in the 
Excise Department. It is unnecessary for me, 1 hope, to dilate upon 
the idea indicated in this, as it is fairly obvious. There is this depart- 
ment of the Government working with a large number of officers as 
Superintendents, inspectors, sub-inspectors and also as clerks. I do not 
say anything either for or against the desirability of having a department 
like the Excise ; that raises an issue of an ethical nature. I am only 
referring to the practical side of the matter as based upon facts. 

Sir, the demand underlying this simple motion of mine, I venture to 
think, is very modest. I shall not say anything with regard to the 
higher appointments in the department which are made on promotion; 
for I desire to confine my demand within limited bounds. I refer only 
to those appointments for which there are very qualified candidates of 
these backward classes — I mean the Superintendents, inspectors, sub- 
inspectors and the office clerks. You will find, Sir, that there has been 
only one apimintinent made as an inspector from the candidates of the 
backward classes and that was in 1918-19; this was done as an extra 
measure by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, the then Member-in-charge, 
before the new Reforms were inaugurated. Since then appointments 
have been made to this department from time to time and although there 
had been very qualified candidates from these classes, their claims had 
been absolutely overlooked. You know, Sir, that for each class of 
appointments, Government have laid down definite qualifications. And 
I must not be understood to ask for any special favour for candidates 
who do not satisfy the required test. I am only pressing the claims of 
those candidates who satisfy the required test. Regarding the sub- 
inspectors, there have been only a very few of these candidates out of a 
few hundred of those who are in service. As regards the clerks, the 
position is equally deplorable. As I have indicated, the demand is fair 
and just and I hppe it should be treated as such. In these days when 
there is a cry for Indianisation of all the services, those criers must 
remember that besides them there are other people living in this country 
and for any department of the administration their proper claims also 
ahould not be overlooked. 

I draw the special attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this 
Department to deal with this matter justly and not merely sympatheti- 
cally. With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the Houm« 


Thi Hmi’lilt Mr. BldOY BftAMD SINGH ROY: At the outset I 
may say that I give my fullest assurance to the hon’ble member that 
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M* proposals will receive the very sympathetic consideration of Govern* 
inont. As a matter of fact the question of the appointment of clerks 
from the backward classes is always before Government ond the matter 
is being examined in detail. 

As regards the appointment of officers in the Excise Department, 
there is a rule under which Government lias got to appoint officers 
from the backward classes and in 1927-28 there were four such appoint*^ 
ments and only one of them, a direct appointment, was given to a 
member of the backward class. In 1929410 there was only one appoint- 
ment and that was made from the backward (lasses; so, Government is 
not at all unmindful of the claims of the backward classes. I repeat 
my assurance to my hoirble friend that Government will do their 
utmost to give their best consideration to the claims of the bac^kward 
classes. With this assurance, I hope he will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: In view of the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 2,33,000 under the head ^^6. — Distilleries” be refused. 

Sir, I move this motion to put a stop to the immorality and 
indecency of the Government pandering to the folly of people addicted 
to drink, by actually manufacturing and selling to them intoxicating 
liqours for profit. Out of this business Government cleared a profit of 
a little less than Rs. 90 lakhs in the days before the civil disobedience 
movement and now after a set back owing to the “subversive political 
movement” the Government is calculating on making a niodest profit 
of Rs. 77 lakhs. In passing I may note, Sir, that it is anything but 
edifying to see that the Members of Government who are carrying on 
this nefarious trade — members who are jointly responsible for the 
entire policy of Government on the transferred side — include two 
shining lights among the followers of the Prophet of Arabia, who 
doubtless accept without question the authority of the divine words 
of the Koran. I have yet to learn that they have ever raised a word 
of protest against the continuanc e of the sinful tra<le or refused to share 
in the emoluments of it. 

Sir, I believe in the State as a manufacturer of, and a trader in, 
necessities of the people and 1 long to see the day when the organised 
community will take in hand the work ol supplying the wants of the 
comindnity and free people from the exploitation of profiteers. But 
the idea tl«t the State should traifo on the sins and foibles of the people 
is disgusting to me and when I realise what this trade means, how many 
desolate homes, d^itute families and wrecked careers the oomfortablli 
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figure on the budget stands for, I am filled with indignation and sorrow. 
And the people ruined by the noxious article manufactured by Govern- 
ment at the distilleries are the poorest and least able to afford the luxury 
of wasting a penny on anything beyond their barest wants. 

If our Government cannot give them enough to eat, if they cannot 
give them enough to clothe themselves with, if they cannot give them 
the education which will make their lives beautiful and sublime, it 
should at least desist from robbing them of their scanty profits by 
giving them that which would make them less of human beings. 
Sir, I am not unmindful of the history of the policy of Government 
with regard to distilleries. I am not forgetting that the distillery 
system was a great improvement oj the system that prevailed before 
in more ways than one. And T shall even concede that the excise 
policy of Government has in recent j^cars shown a tendency towards a 
restriction on the stipply of drink. But these good points leave me 
cold, for I am at wai with the whole basis of the system — I attack its 
most fundamental assumption. Tliat assumption is that as men must 
'<lrink. Government must make the utmost profit out of the drink habit 
and incidentally restrain the unrestricted supply of liquor. That is a 
vicious assumption. I^et the Government put dow^n private distillation 
by all means — let it multiply its preventive agencies to such extent 
as may be necessary, but for God’s sake, let them not soil their hands 
by profiting by the manufacture and sale of liquor in any 8hai>e. Just 
at present, I am not thinking of proliibition though I consider prohibi- 
tion not only as an eminently good but also us an essentiallv practical 
programme, in spite of the Hon’lde Minister’s attempts to cry it down 
-by reference to America and Bombay. The Ilon’ble Minister read an 
extract from the re|>ort of the Government of Bombay. I should ask 
him also to read what has been said about the Government of Bombay’s 
resolution by leading public men there. I would ask him to read the 
Servant of India, But I am not pWdiug for absolute prohibition at 
•present and I do not ask by this motion to pi-ohibit altogether. I want 
him only to stop the manufacture ol liquoi- tor the consumption of 
•people. 1 am only asking him to abstain trom supplying drink. 

, Is there any reason why the Government must needs manufacture 
wine- to make people drunk? Let us see what the reason may be. Is 
it a question of revenue? Well, we have had this red herring drawn 
too often across our path. Only last year we were told that the loss 
in excise revenue would bring back ruin on Government. Yet the 
Government had to grin and bear a loss of about Bs. 47 lakhs on excise 
’and a net loss of over a crore of rupees in the gross revenues. TKe 
Booghly is not yet on fire, and Mr. Mart ha.s not even bad to resort to 
operate devices like cutting down his own salary to carry on the 
Oovernnient. If, as I hope and trtist they wM, the leseons leomt and 
4iabihl formed by the people during the past lew months ehdiire, tlih 
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Incise revenue will dwindle and disappear, and still the (Jovemment 
have to managre to carr}^ on, as the Government of India has had 
]feo cany on without its revenue from opium. 

And then, if it comes to this that the Government cannot live 
without the income from trade, why not choose a more respectable 
business? Why not try your bonds on jute trade and jute mills for 
instance, or, if that frightens my Eiu’opeau friends, why not make 
boots and shoes or trade in grocerj'? Talking of grocery, if Govern* 
^ment spent half the thought and energy in assuring a supply of good 
and wholesome food that it spends on the supply of good alcohol, it 
would doing a lasting good to the country. 

I am told that to stop Government distillation would mean the 
epread of illicit distillation. I am afraid that those who think so are 
talking without their book. In Bengal we have to deal with a jmpiila- 
tion which is temperate by habit and tradition. With such people the 
task of prevention of illitiit di.stillation will not be a thousandth part 
as difficult as it has been in America and not even half as difficult as 
it has been in Bombay. It is only the inveterate drinker who will take 
to shady ways for having his drink if he cannot have it fairly. There 
are a few such people in Bengal, But they belong to classes whom these 
distilleries do not serve. They are rich men who drink foreign liquor, 
or poor men who drink pachwai or turi. If the House carries my 
motion, the Sonthals will have their pachwai and the upeountry 
millhands will have their t4iri and the rich rake will retain his peg 
without illicit distillation. 

How many people in Bengal ever drink country wine? Let ua 
judge fiom a few* figures. The consumption of country spirit in places 
outside Calcutta, Darjeeling and the hill districts is extraordinarily 
low\ It is *05 gallon per year per 100 of the population in Noakhali; 
it is well under one gallon in most other districts and only 2 *41 gallons 
in Burdwnn which shows the highest figure. In Calcutta the consump- 
tion is 10 ‘48 gallons and in Darjeeling it is II ’.01 gallons. I am quoting 
from the Administration Report for Bengal for 1929-^30. Even with 
these figures the fiat rate for all Bengal is only 1 *24 gallons per hundredi 
people every year according to the figures for 1929-30, Taking the 
average daily consumption of a habitual drinker at the modest figure 
of 1 pint per day, it would come to this that there is one drinker in 
about every 5,000 of the population, and if you exclude the population 
in Calcutta and Darjeeling, the figure will be nearer one drinker to 
overy eight or ten thousand people. 

Theie are the realities of the situation. The Government main tains 
4he distillery and places wine within the reach of every man because 
one in every five thousand or more would want to drink. It would 
eem far easier to prevent the one man tnm drinking or dietiHiag 
ddleit^^laqtKir than to put iemptgtion before five thousand people. 
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Supposing it is not so easy. It would mean only a risk of about one 
man in five thousand taking recourse to illicit supply! — a proposition 
which is very different from the huge problem that America had to facey 
with a very large percentage of its population given to the habit of 
drinking and only too willing to patronise the bootlegger. 

Another argument I have heard and that is that if the supply of 
licit alcohol is restricted people will be poisoned by drinking bad stuff I 
1 am not very much frightened at the prospect of the very limited 
number of country-liquor drinkers being poisoned in this way. The 
whole population of Bengal is being poisoned from day to day by 
deleterious and adulterated food. If the supply of wholesome stuff 
is a matter of such concern to the Government, it would be far more 
worth their while to start State grocery shops and suppress illicit trade 
in food-stuff s than to seek to save this handful of people from drinking 
bad wine. But the question does not arise. For, I am sure that in the 
mufassal, in nine cases out of ten if the wine shops are stopped, drink- 
ing will disappear. It may be different in place like Calcutta, which,, 
on the other hand, would be eminently amenable to the control of 
preventive officers. 

Sir, I hope I have satisfied the House that there is not a shade of a 
shadow of justification of this immoral trade by the Government and I 
hope and trust that the House will give expression to its disapproval of 
the business in a most unmistakable fashion. I have no doubt that I 
have the heart of all Bengal on my side, for drink is detested by the 
Bengali in a measure unknown elsewhere. Every one knows how the 
monster of drink not only consumes the man whom it gets within ita 
clutches but spreads its tentacles far and wide bringing ruin and misery 
on numberless women and children. And if it degrades and destroya 
the rich and the poor alike, its worst victims are the poor who have to 
be saved from it at any cost. And the Council will be rendering a signal 
service to the poor by stopping at any rate this particular branch of the 
drink trad#. And I look to the whole House to support me and look with 
special confidence to my Mussalman friends to rise equal to the occasion 
and vote unanimously against this trade, not merely because drink ia 
most obnoxious to their religion, but also because the particular trade 
with which we are concerned tends to impoverish and demoralise the poor 
workers whose interests are in a special measure in their charge. 

Ttif Hoil’Mt Mr. ildOY PRASAD SINCN ROY: The motiim that 
stands in the name of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta is this: that the 
demand of Be. 2,38«000 under the head ^^Distilleries** be refused. If 
this motion is carried, the result would be that Goveminent would have 
to disband the Distillery staff at onoe. Dr. Sen Gupta accused the 
Govsniiiieni for trafficking on the sin and inunorali^ of the peofdei. 
Doveniment nay or stay not be guilty. But we are aU lamfliar wi^ 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


ie» 


^ 1 ] 

Itea Sen Gupta’s heroes and heroines, (Mr. B. C. Chattebiee ; Heroea 
and heroines?) Yes, heroes and heroines of Dr. Sen Gupta’s novek. 
Mf friend opposite, a practical lawyer and not a man of soaring^ 
imagination like Br. Sen Gupta, may not be quite familiar with these 
novels, but unfortunately many people are. I venture to say that 
persons who actually traffic in sinful trade ought to take lessons frona 
their own obserrations. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: That is an ancient 
argument. 

TN Hoii’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My friend,. 
Dr. Sen Gupta, has said that Government manufactures liquor and drugs 
in these distilleries. That is not a fact. Government manufacture 
nothing. Liquor is manufactured by private persons and Government 
have got to employ a very large staff to keep watch over the ware- 
houses. This demand includes the staff consisting of four inspectors,. 
44 sub-inspectors, two distillery clerks and 100 petty officers and peons. 
The demand under this head represents the pay of these officers^ 
their travelling, over-time and house allowances, the pay of over-timo 
officers in Bussa, Konnagar and Asansol distilleries, their house 
allowances and that of excise officers for watching cases of smuggling 
of opium and other excisable articles in Calcutta and Darjeeling, and 
fees to pleaders, clothing charges, cost of repairs to boats, and contract 
contingent charges in all districts including petty construction, and 
repairs, etc. It is very necessary that Government should keep suffi- 
cient watch over these distilleries so that there may not be sale by 
these people and Government may not be deprived of their share of 
revenue. 

Br. Sen Gupta does not want prohibition. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I rise to a point of 
explanation. I made it clear that I want prohibition, but I was not 
talking about prohibition in this motion. 

TN HMl’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: However, he doea 
not want prohibition at least for the present. In any case if the Govern- 
ment have got to keep the Excise Department and to depend upon 
excise revenno. certainly they cannot do away with the dis^llery staff* 
Aa my frimid himself has pointed out, there would be illicit manufacture 
of liquors and the result would be that Government .would be deprived 
of tbeir share of revenue without any corresponding hnprovmnent in 
the habits of the pet^k. If illidft manufacture of Jiquars m allowed,, 
it is bound to give rise to its concomitant evils* I do not think it is n 
pfnctical proposition. that. the whole distillery staff should be disbanded 
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in a day. Government are doing their utmost to reduce the consumption 
of liquor and drugs, to reduce the number of places of sale, to reduce 
the number of hours of sale. They cannot do anything more at the 
present moment. If the Government have got to depend on excise 
revenue, it is not a practical proposition to do away with this staff, and 
it is only possible for a man of very strong imagination like my friend, 
Dr. Sen Gupta, to make a suggestion of this kind. I oppose this 
amendment, Sir. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Alt, Mauivi HatMii. 

Ssnsrjf, Mr. P, 

.Sain, Mr. NsrtiMIra Kumar. 

Oliaudliuri, Mauivi Syatf 0«man Haitfar. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Nural ASmt. 
phaartfiiury, Mauivi Abdul OHani. 
•uaufji, Mauivi Nur Kabmaii Kban. 
Makim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Maibamy, Mauivi iyad Jalaluddiii. 


Hoqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Ui Mubammad, Haji. 

Maakarjaa, Mr. tyaina|»raaad. 

Ray, Mr. Sbaati ibakbaratvrar. 
Roy, Sabu tatyandra Natb. 
•amad, Mauivi Abdus. 

•an Rupta, Dr. Naraah Cbandra. 
ibab, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Sakab, Mauivi thaifc Rabim. 

Sal, Sabu Laiit Kumar. 

Ual, Mr. iarat Obandra. 

Ubbarii, Rai Sabadur Kaabab Obandra. 
•arma, Rai tabib banabanan. 

Saau, Sabu datindra Natb. 
plandy, Mr. I. N. 

Saaa, Mr. t. M. 

Cbaudburi, Kban Sabadur Mauivi HaSiur 
Rabman. 

Clark, Mr. 1. A. 

Caban, Mr. D. d. 

pappinsar, Majar-Sanaral W. Y. 

C sa pSr, Mr. 0. S, 
llain. Mr. S. N. 

Dat, Sabu tatyandra Kumar. 

Oaab, Mr. A. d. 
laaaan, Mr. Q. A. 

raranul, tba Nan'bla Kban Sabadur 
K. S. M. 

SawMn, Mr. L. R. 
barraatar, Mr. d. Ca m pba l l. 

Mansali, Nal sabadur Sutii Kumar. 

SSaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Sbumavi, tba Haii*Ma Albadj Sir Abial- 
-■ -btrlm. 

ftlabrMt, Mr. R. 

MSiuka, Rai Sabadur SaprMai. 
mumi Ssbu bratulla Kumar. 

Mi y ss r i Mr. s. sr. 

Mosaln, NaMSb MuMiarruf, Kimu Sabadur. 
At s ma b b Jiaat s l URaiH. 

iKs» KSas iabib Mauivi Musmmi AM. - 


Kban, Mr. Raxaur Rabman. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tba Nan’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. S. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittra, Sabu Sarat Obandra. 

Mittar, tba Han'bla Sir bravaah Obundar. 
Mukbarji, Rai Sabadur Satiab Obandra. 
Mukbapadbaya, Rai Ubib tarat Obandra. 
MuMak, Mr. Mukunda Sabary. 

Has, Sabu Sub Lai. 

Na«, Mr. K. 0. 

Naf, Ravarand S.A. 

Handy, Mabaraja fria Obandra, tf Kaalim 
baxar. 

Naximuddin, tba Nan’bla Mr. Kb«a|a. 

Ormand, Mr. S. 0. 

bbllpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

brantioa, tba Nan’bla Mr. M. 0. R. 

Rabaam, Mr. A. 

Rab m an, Mr. A. P, 

Rsbmaii, Mr. A. r. M. Abdur* 

Raikat, Mr. Rraaanna Oab. 

Ray, Sabu Natandra Narayan. 

Ray, Habarala daiadiab IMRb, af Oinal^ 
sur. 

Ray Sbaudburl, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Rout, Sabu Niisni. 

Ray, sabu Haribuaaa. 

Ray, Mr. IM Ma a m r SlasiL 
Ray, Mr. fa^ fupar. 

RaiL tb» Mantii Mr, SOay rramlibub. 
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iMpHtiilMili, IMittIvi irniMimiMid. 
jiiiliwi tatya KMHuir. 
iaHwr, Sir 


itfinr, Kai teMte Ratati MalMm 
trtjat Taj taMiir. 

tiiilia. Raja Saliaiar tlnipMMira Narayan, 
af NaaMpiir. 


•ataiiaam liaaivl MMuaiaatf. 
•tayittMi, Mr. H. I. 

•trtMMm Mr. K. F. R. 

•imuiari Mr. 0. R. 
riiainpMfi, Mr. W. H. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. t. 


Til© Ayes being 17 and the Noes 75, the motion was lost. 

[At 4-45 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 5 p.m.] 

Mfa PRESIDENT: We shall have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 62, 63 and 64. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH moved that the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head “6. — Excise” be reduced by Rs. 20,00,000. 

(He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 


5-15 p.m. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 5,00,(X)0.” 


Mr. P. BANERJl! 1 move that the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 under 
the head ”6. — Excise” be reduced by Rs. 2,50,000. 

Sir, my suggestion is a simple one. It is only a reduction of 25 
per cent, in the salaries of higher officers and ten per cent, in salaries 
of the establishment. Much has been said by the Hon’ble Minister 
about financial stringency, but no provision has been made to reduce 
charges in any direction. Sir, there has been a wholesale economic 
depression all over the country and every on© is suffiering. The 
pesantry is suffering, all other persons are suffering and the excise 
revenue has also suffered, but the persons who are paid for increasing 
revenue of this department have not suffered in any way. I think that 
they should also share in the general economic depression. My 
'suggestion is, as I have said, a very simple one. In view of the fact 
that there has been reduction in the prices of food-siuffs and that if a 
small cut in the establishment is made there will be a saving of 
'Be. 2,d0,tX)0 under one head, and no body would suffer very much 
’thereby. * 1 ho^, therefm, tbe Hon'ble Minister will aeo^ wtf 
"auggei^n as it is a simpb bfie. 



172 


DEMANDS FOE GBAOTS. [ISth Mmm, 


BMni tATYiNOflA NATH BOY: I am sorry 1 cannot auf^rt mjr 
hon’ble friend in his suggestion of reducing the salaries of excise 
officers. It is not a question of principle or of the administration of 
the Excise Department and my friend has failed to point out any 
particular item of expenditure in which a reduction can be made. Hie 
idea is only to cut down the pay of superior officers by 25 per cent, 
and that of the staff by 10 per cent. I think it is very unjust and it 
would be very hard on particular officers concerned. I, therefore, 
oppose the motion. 

The Hon’bte Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Shah has advocated a total prohibition. His motion is that out 
of the total demand of Rs. 20,06,000, Rs. 20,00,000 be reduced. That 
means Government will have to close down the Excise Department 
altogether. I do not want to tire the House by repeating the same 
arguments over and over again. Under the present conditions it is 
not possible for Government to accept the total prohibition as their 
policy. Government have done much in the past as they are doing in 
the present to reduce the consumption of intoxicants, the number of 
places of sale and the hours of sale, etc. For the satisfaction of my 
friends, I will just quote one or two figures to show that the quantity 
has gone down considerably. The consumption of country spirit in 
1913-14 was 8,23,000 gallons in 1927-28 it was 5,90,000 gallons and in 
1929-30 it was 5,75,000 gallons. That is, a decrease by 30 per cent* 
In the case of ganja^ the figures are — in 1913-14, 1,18,000 seers, in 
1927-28, it was 60,000 seers and in 1929-30, 02,000 seers. That is, a 
reduction by about 47 per cent. In the case of opium, the figures are 
—in 1913-14, 68,000 seers, in 1927-28, 39,700 seers and in 1929-30, 
the figure is almost the same. That shows a decrease by about 41:8 
per cent. These are the figures and I do not think that in face of these 
figures any one can say that Government have not done anything to 
reduce the consumption of liquor and drugs. Every one will admit 
that Government are doing their best under present circumstances. 

Sir, MaulYi Abdul Hamid Shah has also said that the revenue pan 
be raised from other sources. Certainly his suggestion is very welcome. 
But, unfortunately, there is no immediate prospect of his suggestions 
being accepted by the Government. I would request my friend to 
wait for another three years and put forward his suggestion before 
the new national Government. 

Sir, Mr. P. Banerji has suggested that there should be a reduction 
in the pay of officers by 25 per cent, and in the pay of the staff by 10 
per cent. MIILy 1 know why of all persons the poor Excise oQom 
should suffer in tins way? Does he suggest it seriously that they of 
all persons should be deprived of their legitimate share in the 
earnings? Rave lawyeie reduced their fees by 10 per cent, or even 
by 1 per cent? Have the doctors reduced their leea by even 1 per eeaiP 
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Bis my friend who has something to* do with banking, reduced his 
inofit by any per cent. P 1 put it to him. (A votes: Probably he 
has.) No, I do not think so. If professional men have reduced any 
percentage in their profit, they have not done so willingly. They have 
been obliged to accept a lower profit because no one is there to offer 
them anything higher. 

b-30 p.m. 

Bankers are making more profits than anybody else. My friend 
is a businessman of some reputation and it does not lie on his lips to 
suggest that a poor man who is earning his livelihood should be 
deprived of a portion of it. He must remember that he has his 
family; he has got to pay his doctor’s and his lawyer’s fees and also 
to meet other expenses like all other men. My friend says the prices 
have gone down. No doubt they have, but the fall is only temporary 
and it is not proper to reduce the pay of officers who entirely depend 
upon it. 

Mr. Banerji has said that there is no reduction in the expenditure 
of the department. He is not accurate; there has been considerable 
reduction and I quote the figures: The budget estimate for 1930*31 
was Rs. 22,19,000; the revised estimate was Rs. 22,15,000. This year 
the demand is Rs. 20,06,000. That shows clearly that the department 
is not forgetful of its duty. 

The motions of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah and Mr. P. Banerji 
were then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we better have one discussion on 
motions Nos. 65 to 96 as they all relate to the excise policy of 
Government. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 20,Q6,000 under the head **6. — Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (to criticise the excise policy of Government). 

1 have tabled this motion in a rather half-hearted mood as there 
is not much use in flogging a dying horse. The old order is going to 
change yielding place to new and if we expect anything substantial, 
we must look up to the coming order of things. 1 must, however, 
any one thing, that the Hon’ble Ministers who are the responsible 
part of the present Government should have set an example to the 
coming Government. They do not propose, I hope, to give up political 
life with ^e emning change in the system of Ghovemment, and there* 
lofc it would have been in the fitness of things if they would have 
lilt a good example for the coming Government; but unfortunately 
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lOugh year altar year this qgeaiioa is being pressed upon Govern* 
ent, they are reluctant to do anything substantial although th^ 
ways evince a good deal of lip sympathy in this matter. Hitherto 
le Government has deplorably failed to adopt a progressive policy of 
ohibition in spite of the wish of the House as expressed for several 
jars. I am not one of those who wish that Government should 
imediately give effect to a policy of prohibition. That is impossible 
r the Government to do particularly under the present circumstances, 
at I think it is very easy for the Government to adopt a progressive 
dicy of prohibition. They always say that their goal is prohibition, 
their goal is prohibition, they should seriously consider the matter 
id put their heads together and devise a scheme whereby the evil 
ay be eradicated within a fixed period of time, but they have not 
me anything of that sort up till now. We know it is very difficult 
cure an opium-eater. If he has to be cured, he must be cured 
'adually; otherwise it might prove fatal to him. Government has 
»en enjoying a large income from this department from time 
imemorial and so it can be said to have formed the excise habit, 
is not therefore, possible to cure the Government of this inveterate 
^bit all at once. That, however, is no reason why it should be so 
wtinate as to continue this pernicious policy and refuse to be cured 
r a gradual process. Therefore, I have tabled this motion as a dis* 
iprobation of the present policy of Government and for not adopting 
progressive policy of prohibition. 

Rai Ratiatfur KCtHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: My motion is 
o. B4. I find that the wording of the motion has been changed. 
i fact, my intention was to criticise the excise policy of Government 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You may draw my attention to the mistake 
hen I take up your motion; but, at this stage, I bad better tell the 
ouse that the time-limit prescribed for the demand now before the 
buse will soon be reached and it may not be possible to move all the 
otions on which I decided to have one discussion. . 

Tha Hon’liia Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not think 
shall take much time of the House in replying to this motion because 
have already replied to a similar motion. 

Ral BahadMr JOr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I have two moticma 

ambered 77 and 78 and I fully realise what you have already pointed 
it and therefore will say only a few words about thm. I have 
ways been wondering whether this Council will accept a scheme for 
le purpose of carrying out the policy of total aboHtiou of revemie* 
; aeems^ it would be only fair to the Hon'ble Mliiister and tha 
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QafV0rnment if the Council will lay down a policy of ita own and 
init^ of asking Government to do away with the whole excise 
revenue all at once, ask the Hon^ble Minister to carry that out within 
a ieasonable period of time. Personally I think that abolition ought 
to be the principle of this House and that it ought to be carried out 
within a reasonable length of time, say ten years. I understand that 
some such scheme has been adopted in some other provinces, but we 
have no such scheme. It is time we should formulate such a scheme 
and place it before the House and the Minister. If the Minister does 
not conform to it, we should combine and ask him to clear out, 
Instead of doing that, if we simply take our stand here and ask the 
Minister to do this and that, I do not think that to be the proper way 
to adopt. The proper way would be to frame a scheme and press it 
upon the Minister for carrying it out. With this intention I have 
brought forward these two motions before the House, r»z., one about 
the stopping of the sale of charm and the other about the prohibition 
of opium-smoking. This stopping of the sale of charm would mean a 
reduction in excise revenue to the extent of about Rs. 3i lakhs. The 
other thing is the prohibition of opium-smoking which has been 
practically settled. Government has accepted the policy of prohibit- 
ing opium-smoking, but it has not yet taken steps in this direction. 
We earnestly hope that within the shortest possible tinie opium- 
smoking should be prohibited. Before I sit down, I should like to 
read out a letter which I received from Mr. C. Leo, the Consul-General 
of the Republic of China in India. He is interested in the Chinese 
section of the citizens of Calcutta. He writes to say that my pro- 
posal to the Government is a worthy one and, if accepted, will assist 
to exterminate the great evil which the League of Nations is also 
endeavouring to drive out for the benefit of mankind and he earnestly 
hopes that the attempts of the local Government in this direction will 
meet with success. There is a feeling that tlie condition 'of things 
with the Chinese residents in Calcutta is deplorable, I ask the 
members of this House to take the trouble of inspecting the Chinese 
section of the town and see things for themselves; they will be shocked 
to see a large number of Chinamen in a condition in which no one 
would like another human being to be. As members of the last 
Opium Enquiry Committee we had the opportunity of seeing what waa 
going on there. It was very much shocking to see that such misery 
and degeneration should be allowed to exist in the heart of the city. 
I had a talk with the Chinese Consul-General who regretted that hU 
countrymen were in such a condition. He requested me to do what 
was possible and assured me that whatever was poMible for him as a 
representi^ive of China to do in helping Government in this respect, 
he would most gladly do. 1 hope to get an aaeuraooe from the 
Minister that he will bring about the prohibition of opium-sihokiiig 



176 


Dmujnm fob obabts. 


[18te ICAJtcSt 


Mb p.m. 

Here the tijne-limit under the head *‘6. — ^Excise” having been 
reached, the motion th^t the demand of Be. 20,06,000 under the 
head ‘*6. — Exciae'* be reduced by Rs. 1,0(»0 (to criticise the excite 
j>olicy of Government) was put and a division taken with the follow* 
ing result: — 


AYES. 


Ail, Maulvl Nmmr. 

SMMrjI. Mr. F. 

Smii, Mr. NtrtiMlra Kumtr. 

eiuiiithuri, Khan Sahadur Mauivi All* 

Ohaudhvrl, Maulsl tyad Osman Haidar. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Mural Absar. 
OhawdiMiry, Mauivi Abdul Shanl. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Natbamy, Maulvl tyad Jalaluddln. 

Haeua, Kati tmdadul. 


Hassain, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamisuddin. 

Nag, Ravarand t.A. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Rai Mahasal, Munindra Otb. 

Ray, Mr. thanti ihafcharsavrar. 
Raul, tabu Naaani. 

Ray, tabu tatyandra Nath, 
tan Oupta, Dr. Naraah Chandra, 
thah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Mat, Sabu Lalit Kumar. 

Sal, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Sanarjl, Rai tahadur Kashab Chandra. 
Sarma, Rai tahtb Fanahanan. 

Slandy, Mr. E. N. 

Saaa, Mr. t. M. 

Sum, Mr. H. H. 

Ohaudburl, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaSiur 
Rahman. 

Stark, Mr. I. A. 

Sahan, Mr. D. J. 

Oappintar, Maiar>Sanaral W. V. 

Saapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Main, Mr. 0. R. 

Daa, Sabu tatyandra Kumar. 

Math, Mr. A. d. 

Saatan, Mr. S. A. 

Fafdeul, tha Han*bla Khan Sahadur 
IC, S.H. 

<Panaua, Mr."i,^||k, 

Farraitar, Mr. d. Simpball. 

Mangall, Rai Sahadur tusil Kumar. 
Sbusnavi, tha Man*bia AlhadJ tir AbdiK 
karim. 

Milabritt, Mr, R. N. 

Saanka, Rai sahadur SadrWas. 
t arda n , Mr, A. 0. 

Saba. Sabu FrafuSa Kumar. 

Maba. Mr. F. N. 

Sumar, Mr. S. W. 

HaaaK Mamab Muabarruf, Khan Bahadur, 
Munaini Mamst^atafat. 

Nutahiiita, Mr. It H. 

Kaaam, Maulvl Abut . , ^ 

ichan, immi tabib Manivi Muamam AH. 

JCban, Mr. Rmaur Rabman. 


Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maguirs, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han^bla Mr. A. 

MaCluskia, Mr. t. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla tir Fravatb Chtmdar, 
Mukharji, Rai tahadur tatiah Chandra. 
M u k h ap a d ha ya, Rai tahlb tarat Chandra. 
Mailak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Baba tvk Lai. 

Nag, Mr. K. C. 

Nandy, Maharaja tris Chandra, af Kaaini. 
baiar. 

Nasimuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Fhilpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Frantiaa, tha Nan'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rabaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Mabamla dagadiab Nath, tf OinaJ* 
pur. 

Ray ChaudbuH, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R« N. 

Ray, Babu Haribanaa. 

Ray, sabu ditandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. tailaaamr tingb. 

Ray, Mr. Carat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Han*bla Mr. Sijay Fmsad tNigb. 
Cabana, Sabu tatya Kinkar. 
tarkar, tir dadunatb. 
tarkar, Rai Babib Rabatt Mab nn . 
tan, Rai tabib Akahay Kumar, 
tinidi, trijut Taj B aha d ur. 

tiaplatan, Mr. H, t. 
ttranaab, Mr. K. F. S. 
tbanmmn, Mr. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 


The Ayes being 21 snd the Xoes 67, the motion wae lost. 
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fhe motion that a sum of Rs. 20,06,000 b« grranted for ezpenditura 
under the head ‘‘6.— Excise^' was then put and agreed to. 

The time limit having been reached the following motions under 
the head — Excise** were not called: — 

Hn|i BADI AHMED CHOUOHURYs “That the demand of 
Bs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6.— Excise* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(to raise a discussion on the desirability of reducing Excise Establish- 
ment).** 

Mr. P. BANERdl; “That the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 under the 
head *6. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (necessity for immediate 
adoption of total prohibition).** 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6E.— Excise* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the failure of the Government to 
carry out the policy of complete prohibition by a gradual process).** 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 20,06,000 under the head *6. — Excise* lie reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
draw attention to the absence of any policy for gradual reduction of 
revenue from Excise until its total abolition).** 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 20,0(),000 under the head ‘6. — Excise* be reduced by Rs. 100 
(excise policy).” 

Mauivi 8YED dALALUDOlN HA8HEMY: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6. — Excise’ !)e reduced by Rs. 100 
(policy of prohibition to be given immediate effect to in laliour areas 
and in the district of Khulna),” 

Mtuivi EYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That tlie demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head '6. — Excise* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
condemn the method adopted by the Department to encourage .the 
drink evil during picketing movement before excise shops).** 

Manfiri HAMAH AfLI: “That the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 under 
the head *6.— Excise* be reduced by Ra. 100 (prohibition of fxciii 
«vU).** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 

20,06,000 nnder the head ‘6.— Excise’ be reduced by Rs, 100 
(oonsiitntion of the Licensing Boards and duties on alcohol used for 
indigenous toilet preparations).*’ 
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Rai BahatHir Or. -HARIOHAN OlITT: VThat the demand of 

Bs. 20,06,000 under the head '6. — Excise^ be reduced by Bs. 50 
(desirability of stopping the sale of churas).” 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: ‘ That the demand of 
Bs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 10 
(question of prohibition of opium-smoking).” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 under 
the head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (gradual reduction in the 
number of excise shops with a view to introduce prohibition in the 
course of time).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 2 (drink 
evil and intemperance).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6.— Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 2 (danger 
of increasing income from Excisje and Excise policy).” 

Rav. B. A. NAG, Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI, 
Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE, Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM and Mauivi 8YED 
'iALALUODIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 
under the head ‘6.— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (failure to carry out 
the Excise policy of (iovernment).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Bs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6.— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (policy 
and necessity of the adoption of prohibition).” 

Mauhri 8YED MAdID BAK8H: “That the demand of Rs. 20,06,000 
under the head *8.— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (progressive enforce- 
ment of prohibition).” 

KhanBahih Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 

20,06,000 under the head ‘6.— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
impress upon the duty of the Depa^ent .to appoint duly qualified 
Uussalmans in proportion to their numerical strength in the 
Presidency)/* . 

Khan BahH^ Mauivi BAZLUl HUQ: “That the demand of 
Bs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6.— Excise* be reduced by Be. 1 (4e 
raiie a discussion about the desirability of remitting excise duty on. 
all drugs and excisable articles if required for medicinal purpose)*” 
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Kiiail Sahib Mtulvl BAZLUL HUQ: *'Xhut (lie deiiiaud of 
Ba. 20,06,000 under the head *(i. — Excise' he reduced by Be. 1 (to 
draw attention to the working of the present Commissioner of Excise).'* 


BibU SATYENDRA NATH ROY: ‘ That ihe demand of 
Bs. 20,06,000 under the head *6. — Excise' be reduced by Re. 1 (want 
of policy for reduction of consumption of liquors and other 
intoxicants)." 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Rk. 20,06,000 
under the head *6. — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (Excise policy with 
reference to Backward classes)." 


MlUivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFai: “That the demand of 
Bs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduce<l by Re. 1 (to 
urge the necessity of reducing the number of excise shops in rural 
areas)." 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head *6.— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
urge the acceptance of a policy of prohibition to be given effect to in 
course of a fixed number of years and as the first step towards the 
measure the immediate reduction in the numl)er of excise shops in 
labour areas and in ".^-eas generally affected by distress)." 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 20,06,000 under the head ‘6.— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(Regulations regarding export to other provinces)." 


7.— ttampa. 


Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of Hit 
ExceUency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of B». 6,02,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head **7.— ^tampa". 

The detail# of this demand will be found on pages 56 and 69 of the 
Budget Estimate and on page 31 of the Financial Statement. From 
these details it will be seen that we have put the revised estinmte of the 
voted portion of the demand for the current year at Bs. 5,61,000 as 
against An original budget estimate of Bs, 7,73,000 and that we propose 
to provide Bs. 6,02,000 for next year. 

The decrease in the revised estimate this year, both under "A — 
Non-Judicial" and under “B— Judicial," is practically aU under two 
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heads, (1) charges for the sale of stamps (discount) as a result of the 
decline in the sale of stamps, and (2) value of stamps supplied from 
Central Stores, which is due to smaller indents for stamps. Charges for 
the sale of stamps vary with the receipts, and as we hope for an increase 
in revenue from non-judicial stamps next year, we have made increased 
provision for payment of discount to vendors. Under the head “Super- 
intendence,” members will see that there are increases under three 
heads only, namely, “Pay of oflScers,” “Allowances” and “Contract 
contingencies.” Of these the increase under “Allowances” is only 
Rs. 20 and calls for no comment. The increase under “Contract con- 
tingencies” is to meet the hoped-for increase in the cost of freight on 
stamps from the Security Press at Nasik, as an increase under this 
head means more stamps to sell and thus more revenue. The increase 
under “Pay of officers” is to provide a special pay of Rs. 100 per 
month to the Probate Deputy Collector, Calcutta, on account of the 
extremely onerous nature of his duties, especially in connection with 
probate oases on some very large States. 

As regards the cuts that have been put in by members of this House, 
I think the general complaint is that the rates of stamp duty are too 
high. All that I want to say about this is that if Government had the 
money, they would gladly consider proposals to reduce these rates, but 
as it is, they cannot possibly at present consider any proposal of reduction 
in their revenue. With these remarks I beg to move my motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 2,51,900 
under the head 711. — Judicial Stamps’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a 
discussion on Judicial stamps),” 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 6,02,000 under the head “7. — Stamps” be reduced to Rs. 50,000. 

Sir, my intention in moving this cut is to draw the attention of the 
Finance Member to the fact that when the stamp rates were increased 
in 1922, Sir John Kerr on behalf of the Government assured the House 
that the amount so raised will be set apart for the nation-buililiug 
departments. Sir, we all know how the nation-building departments 
fared in the allotment of funds, the major portion being ahwrbed on the 
reserved side. Sir, I shall be glad if the Hon’ble Finance Member will 
take the trouble of informing this House the amount of money realised 
therefrom and the amount set apart from this source for the nation- 
building departfhents during the last eight years. 

Another point for my contention is that the increase in the price of 
non-judicial stamps is telling heavily on the poor people of this Presidency 
which necessitate further consideration about the advisability of its 
fadnoMim. 
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TiM Hon’bl* Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I think the main point in the 
mover’s remarks is that enough money has not been given to the nation* 
building departments from the revenues derived from the increased 
stamp duties, as promised at the time when the Stamp Bills were passed* 
At that time it was estimated and hoped that the increased duties would 
produce an extra revenue of Rs. 1,40,00,000 and out of that sum one 
crore of rupees was intended to balance the budget and it was hoped that 
the balance of about Rs. 40,00,000 would be available for the nation- 
building departments to be spent on their schemes. Immediately after 
these Stamp Bills were passed, a slump in trade occurred, revenues fell 
very seriously and the increase in revenue which was expected from the 
enhanced stamp duties was not realised. Government were unable to 
give the nation-building departments the extra sum that they had hoped 
to give. That slump we still have not been able to get over. As all 
members of this House are aware, we have been struggling and struggling 
hard during the last ten years to get over our financial difficulties. As a 
matter of fact, however, the nation-building departments have not been 
neglected^quite as much as some people think. The mover wanted to have 
some idea as to what has happened during the last ten years as regards 
funds for the nation-building departments. I have got figures here under 
five heads. The figures are for the years 1921-22, 1924-25, 1929-30 and 
the budget for 1931-32. Fnder “Education” the increase has been from 
Rs. 1,19,39,000 or rather Rs. 1,20,00,000 to Rs. 1,40,00,000, an increase 
of 17*6 per cent. Under “Medical” the increase has been from 
Rs. 51,22,000 to Rs. 59,25,000, an increase of 15 *07 per cent. Under 
“Public Hwilth” there has been an increase from Rs. 23,34,000 in 1921-22 
to Rs. 42,90,000, or practically Rs. 43,00,000, in 1931-32, an increase 
of 83*8 per cent. Under “Agriculture” the expenditure rose front 
Rs. 20,44,000 in 1921-22 to Rs. 27,99,000 or Rs. 28,00.000 in 1931-32, 
an increase of 80 *9 per cent. And under “Industries” the increase has 
been from Rs. 11,26,000 to Rs. 13,27,000, an increase of 17 *85 per cant. 

Taking all these five departments together, the average increase in 
expenditure during the last ten years works out at 34 * 36 per cent. So 
although we were not able to give these departments increased grants to 
the extent that we hoped for, still it will be seen from the figures I have 
quoted that we have given them something. I hope that the movet 
in view of these facts will not press his motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


MUflvi SYED JALALUDOIN HAiHEMY : Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 6,02,000 under the head “7. — Stamps” Ims reduced by 
Be. 100 [fall of stamp revenue, consequent on the passing of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act]. 
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Sir, I did not murmur when the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 
was passed, nor do I murmur now to further amend the said Act because 
I was definite that the Government would reap the harvest of its own 
sowing. The Government will be compelled to do away with clauses 
dealing with the landlords* fee and the right of pre-emption. The fall of 
stamp revenue is an eye-opener and it is high time for the Government 
to introduce a Bill to further amend the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act to abolish the landlords* fee and the right of pre-emption. 

Tht Hon’bls Sir FROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I think the 
mover of the motion is under a misapprehension. Owing to the general 
trade depression there have been falls under all heads of stamp revenue, 
as the following figures will show. If the mover will refer to page 14 
of the civil estimates, he will find that the falls under items which are 
absolutely unconnected with the amended sections of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act are much larger than the falls under items which may have some 
connection with those sections. Under ^‘Foreign Bill Stamp’* in 1929-30 
the fall was from Rs. 3,66,822 (actuals of 1928-29, page 14 of civil 
estimates for 1930-31) to Rs. 3,23,077 (actuals of 1929-30, page 14 of 
civil estimates for 1931-32) and the fall continued and the revised 
estimate for 1930-31 was Rs. 2,00,000 and the budget estimate for the 
year 1931-32 is Rs. 2,26,000, Under ‘‘Bills of Exchange or Hundi 
Stamp*’ the fall was from Rs. 1,37,240 (actuals of 1928-29) to Rs. 92,100 
in 1929-30 and Rs. 60,000 in 1930-31 (revised estimate). The budget 
estimate for 1931-32 for this is Rs. 76*000. Under “Share Transfer 
Stamp’* the fall was from Rs. 6,32,847 (actuals of 1928-29) to Rs. 6,41,000 
(actuals of 1929-30) and to Rs. 4,10,000 in 1930-31 (revised estimate). 
The budget estimate for 1931-32 for tliis is Rs. 6,70,000. In other 
words under these three items the fall from the actuals of 1929-30 to 
revised of 1930-31 was 37 per cent., 33 per cent., and 36 per eeut., respec- 
tively. Under the head “Other General Stamps’’ which includes 
receipts from ^ansfer of occupancy holdings under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act the fall from the actuals of 1929-30 to the revised of 1930-31 has 
been from Rs. 84,00,000 to Rs. 68 *86 lakhs. The percentage of fall for 
this item which has some concern with the Bengal Tenancy Act is only 
18 as against 37, 33 and 36 of the previous items which have no connec- 
tion at all with the Bengal Tenancy Act. It will, therefore, be seen 
that the fall in revenue is due to the general depression and not to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, As regards the fall under “Other General 
Stamps’’ we find that the fall under items absolutely unconnected with 
section 26 or section 48H of the Bengal Tenancy Act is quite high. 
That indicates that the fall is general, due to general depression and 
not because of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

We may next take some “Registration** figures to illustrate this. 
The number of registration of documents under sections 12 and 18 of the 
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Tenancy Act in 1926 was 1,4^)000 in 1927 1^38, (KM)) in 1928 
1)32)()00) in 1929 1,()3,(K)0 and about the same figure in 1930. The fall 
has been from the year 1929. Then under “Ijeases other than thoae 
under section 48H” the figures are as follows : In 1926 the number was 
4 lakhs and odd, in 1929 it was 3,71,000 and in 1930 it came down to 
2,77,000. But these have nothing to do with the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
The number of total compulsory registrations (all classes) affecting 
immoveable property came down from 17,21,000 in 1926 to 14 lakhs and 
odd in 1929 and the number of optional registrations from 61,746 in 1926 
to 42,686 in 1929. All these figures will go to sliow that the general 
depression is really responsible for the fall in revenue und the Bengal 
Tenancy Act has nothing to do with it. It will also be seen that the 
serious depression began from the year 1929 and the amended Bengal 
Tenancy Act came into foi-ce the same year. Some people therefore 
came to the conclusion that the fall in Stamp and Registration income 
was due to the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. A closer 
examination however shows that the fall was due to general depression. 
If hon’ble members who are interested in this question would like to 
examine the matter in detail, I shall be very glad to discuss with them. 
I hope, Sir, after this statement of mine, the hon'ble mover will withdraw 
the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hwhemy was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: 

Mmilwi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFdl: "That the demand of 
Bs. 6,02,000 under the head ‘7.— Stamps’ be reduced by Be. 100 (effect 
of raising of the stamp duties),’’ 

Mwivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: "That the demand of Bs. 6,02,000 
under the head ‘7.— Stamps’ be reduced by Es. 100 (exorbitant rate of 
stamp duties).’’ 

Mwiwi HAttAN ALI: "That the demand of Bs. 6,02,000 under 
the head ‘7.— Stamps’ be reduced by Bs. 100 (exorbitent stamp duties).’’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: "That the demand of 

Bs. 6,02,000 under the head ‘7.— Stamps’ be reduced by Bs. 100 
(exorbitant rate of stamp duties).’’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI i "That the demand of 

Re. 6,02,000 under the head ‘7.— Stamps’ be reduced by Bs. 50 (to raise a 
about the policy and expenditure involved and also on the 
gtwgud of economy).’’ 
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Th« motion that a sum of Bs. 6,02,000 bo granted for exi»enditure 
under the head “7.— Stamps'* was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
head *7. — Stamps" were not called: — 

Btim KHiTTill MOHAN NAY: <^That the demand of Bs. 6,02,000 
under the head 7. — Stamps' be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion 
about the promise made by Government to apply the excess revenue raised 
by raising the scales of stamps to the nation-building departments)." 

Haji BAOl AHMED QHOUDHURY: That the demMid of 

Rs. 6,02,000 under the head 7. — Stamps' be reduced by Re. 1 (increase 
in the price of stamps)." 

Khan takib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: "That the demand of 
Rs. 6,02,000 under the head 7. — Stamps* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the exorbitant rate of stamp 4luties levied)." 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: "That the demand of Rs. 6,02,000 under 
the head 7.— Stamps* be reduc^ed by Re. 1 (excessive value of stamps,, 
both judicial and non- judicial)." 

Mr. BAN AT OH ANON A BAL: "That the demand of Rs. 6,02,000 
under the head 7. — Stamps’ he reduced by Re. 1 (exorbitant rate of 
stamp duties)." 


6*16 p.m. 

a.— Foraati, SA.— Faraat aapital autlay ahargad ta ravauuay ami B2A.-^ 
Farett aapital autlay iiat ahargad ta ravanua. 

Tha HaonM Alhad] Sir ABDELKENIM CHUZNAVl: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 10,35,000 he granted for expenditure under the heada 
"8. — Forests" and "8A. — Forest capital outlay charged to revenue" 
and "52A, — Forest capital outlay not charged revenue." 

Sir, I think it will clarify the position if I am peraitied to make 
tome observations regarding this department. At the outset bon 'hie 
members of this {Louse will notice that the demand for Giis year 1931-32 
is less than that of the last year 1930-31 by Rs. 1,09,000. The reason 
for this decrease is th^ althou^ this is a remunerative mi revenue* 
produciug department which secures more money for Government to 
spend on the nation-building departments, we have been compeUed 
owing to the present financial conditions to reduce expenditure bdow 
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the HOmial. As explained by me last year, the Department oi Forest 
is yery remuneratiye. There has been a steady increase in the net 
revenue of the department and after deducting the recurring and 
capital expenditure, there was in the past roughly a clear profit of 
about Bs. 12,00,000 annually. During 192S-29, the net revenue exceeded 
Bs. 14,00,000. In 1929-30, the surplus was slightly less than that. 
Although there has been decrease in revenue of Bs. 4,52,000 during the 
first nine months, owing to the abnormal trade depression and economic 
condition, the current year’s working is expected to result in a net 
revenue of about Bs. 10,00,000. It is well known to the members of 
this House that for several reasons the resources of this Presidency are 
limited and we are handicapped in various ways and we, therefore, 
naturally desire an expansion of revenue of this department. To secure 
that object, development of the department is absolutely necessary and 
as a practical step in that direction, Government have sanctioned the 
introduction of a complete change in the management of the Sundarbans 
forests by establishing what are called ranges, in place of the existing 
revenue stations. 


The trees that principally grow in the Sundarbans are in their 
order of profusion and importance, gengxca^ goran^ kiora, haen^ 

singra, pdssur, aninr, kaukra^ etc. Of these suntiri is used for house* 
posts and for building boats. 

Gcngtra is used for matches and box-planking; it does not make 
good firewood, though it is used as such by poorer people. 

Goran is used for small house-posts and fencing purposes as well as 
for firewood. Its bark is used for dyeing fishing nets and tanning 
leather. 

Keota and haen are used for cheap planking. The latter is, how^ 
ever, a popular firewood, 

Singra is only use<l for firewood. 

Pa$$ur makes better bouee-posts than sundri. 

Amur is used for hukkn stems. 

Kankra is also used for house-posts. 

All these trees grow in most luxurious abundance. Then there it 
the palm like golpatta trees, the leaves of which are largely used for 
thatching purposes. 

The Sundarbans forests are undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
Oovemment properties and anyone who happens to inspect these forests 
eannot fail to be impressed with the urgent necessity of takittg luitahl# 
meesures for the proteotiou of this ealvaUe Govenunmit property and 
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iti deyelopment. It is a great pity that the recent scheme for the 
development and protection of these innumerable trees, that went 
through the schedules, had to be given up owing to the present financial 
crisis calling for retrenchment. I am perfectly certain that if Govern- 
ment were even to borrow the necessarj^ funds for pushing on with the 
scheme at once, it would pay and add considerable annual revenue to 
Government coffers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Sir Abdelkerim will you be long? 

The Hoffi’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I shall take 
sometime. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I had better adjourn the Council now. 
You may speak when we reassemble. 

[At 6-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-t35 p.m.] 

Tti0 Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I was telling 
the House before the adjournment as to how the valuable forests of 
Sundarbans can be properly developed and made to yield considerably 
more revenue to Government. 

The system of management of the above forests, followed at present, 
is wasteful and destructive of the capital stock of the forest which is 
cleaned out owing to the absence of any adequate local agency for the 
supervision of these forests. At present proj)er methods are applied to 
the extraction of sundri wood only. A coupe is marked off, trees are 
enumerated, marked for cutting, sold by auction, and extracted by 
purchasers under close supervision. But it has not been possible to 
follow this system in other cases and to prevent waste ; as a result, two 
important species baen and gengwa, valuable for match making and 
fuel, as has been already stated, have i)een heavily over-cut. During 
the past quarter of a century, there lias been an enormous increase, 
particularly in the neighliourhood of Calcutta, in the demand for 
gengwa for fuel and house-posts : the recent development of the match 
industry in India has also contributed to this increase in demand. The 
demand for forest produce of the al)OYe varieties and also for golpatta 
cannot be met except from the forests in this division ; but the enumera- 
tion of trees since 1926 have proved that the older classes of several 
valuable species have almost entirely disappeared. 

in fact, Sir, we have for years been entering heavily into imr 
capital. About five years ago, the Inspector-General of Forests pointed 
dut that without proper working plans of all types, the forests of tiio 
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Smi^arbims, a valuable possession of the Gorernment of Bengal, would 
bo luined and that without a properly organised staff of assistants and 
rangers with territorial charges, it was quite impossible to manage the 
forests. Government is now faced with the nltemative of prohibiting 
the felling of several varieties and restricting the output of gengwa to 
half its present volume, or the introduction of proper methods of control 
over 3,500 square miles of this area. Government are unwilling to 
accept the recommendation that extraction of gengwa should be com- 
pletely stopped as it will prejudicially affect the supplies to the match 
factories in Calcutta. Uncontrolled extraction has already resulted in 
decrease in revenue. During the year 1928-29 the receipts of the 
division decreased by about R.s. 1 lakh. During the year 1929-30 the 
receipt remained almost stationary. During this year it is estimated 
that there will be a further decrease of about Rs. 50,000 in revenue. 

Now, Sir, the system which it is pro]K)8ed to introduce, will preserve 
the capital stock and permit the extraction under proper control of the 
annual increase only, so that the forest will continue to be an asset of 
undiminished value to Bengal and secure to tlie people of this Presi- 
dency, particularly to the population of Calcutta and neighbourhood, 
the maximum continuous supply of forest produce. The cost of the 
scheme, as I informed the members of this House last year, is about 
rupees three-quarters of a lakh as non-recurring for new boats and 
dingit and nearly half a lakh of rupees for recurring charges. With 
the approval of this Council, necessary provision of funds was made in 
this year’s budget but it is a matter for regret that in consequence of 
the abnormal financial stringency, this important scheme for the 
development and protetition of these forests had to be slowed down and 
the expenditure had to be curtailed. Provision for the balance of the 
expenditure is being made in the next year's budget. Now, Sir, there 
are two circles, the Western and the Eastern. The latter alone requires 
to be divided into at least four, if not five, ranges if effective protection 
were desired. These ranges again should be divided into many beats. 
No portion of the Government forests in this province is more under- 
manned and under-staffed in spite of the fact that this is the most 
Valuable of all forests. I may mention. Sir, that the inspection of the 
Sundarbans forests made by me in November last along with the Con- 
servator of Forests ('Southern Circle) and the Divisional Forest Officer, 
has impressed me strongly with the alsioliite necessity and importance 
of the scheme and I am firmly convinced that the sooner effect is given 
to the scheme the Wtter will it be 1x)th for Government and the public 
at large, particularly the people of Calcutta and neighbourhood. 
Every care has been taken to avoid the inclusion of any unnecessary 
expenditure. Sir, the decreased demand under the head *^8.^FoTests” 
includes the provision required for ike introduction of the range system 
in the Sundarbans Forest Division. 
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The demand under the head Forests — Capital outlay charged 

to revenue’* includes the provision of funds for the three lollowing 
schemes : — 

(a) Improvements to communications and buildings. 

(h) Replacement of the motor-launch Sylvia which has become 
unserviceable. An efficient launch is an absolute necessity 
for proper control and supervision in the Sundarbans. 

(c) Installation of an electric overhead travelling crane for the 
Kurseong Forest Division. This will result in a consider^ 
able saving in recurring expenditure. 

For a quasi-commercial and revenue-paying department like the 
Forest Department, the necessity of these items are obvious and need 
not be explained in detail. I may, however, point out here that 
launches are a necessity for the Sundarbans officers in order to prevent 
unwarranted cutting of trees, etc. No other officers under Government 
live in such out-of-the-way places and undergo so much hardship as 
our vSundarbans officers. There is no communication with the outside 
world some time for weeks together. The only communication possible 
for them is the tug running once a week froju Khulna bringing in the 
mail, food-stuff and medical supplies. The next year’s expenditure ii 
thus required to meet unavoidable remuu era five expenditure. With 
the increase in expenditure, the revenue has also correspondingly 
increased. Thus an increase of expenditure from Rs. 11,22 lakhs in 
1918-19 to Rs. 16, Go lakhs in 1929-30 was followed by an increase in 
revenue from Rs. 19,55 to Rs. 30,52 lakhs in the same period. Th^ 
increase in the revenue is thus double the increase in expenditure. 
There is every likelihood of further increase in revenue it better super- 
vision of the working of the department can be secured; and with fliis 
object the department has been pressing Goveriiraent for some time for 
strengthening the staff of the department — subordinate, executive and 
ministerial, iltich as I would like to see Sundarbans develop, and 
much as I am convinced that it is one of the greatest assets of Govern- 
ment, I am sorry to say that it is not possible for the Government as % 
whole to spend more money on Sundarbans at present, though I think 
that money spent on the same would be money earned. In the present 
economic position of the Presidency, the proposal has not, however, yet 
been accepted. In the circumstances, I confidently hope that the 
Council will agree that the reduced demand is absolutely necessary and 
will vote it. 

Sir, I am sure the members of the House are quite as anxious as 
burselves to see the revenue increased and if they would only pay a 
visit to Sundarbans they will agree with me, I am sure, that tha 
Sundarbans form a very valuable asset in ibis direction. 
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JIN'. NAHIMDRA KUMAR BAtU: I be^ to move that the demand 
of Be. 41^500 under the head “SB.— Forest — Establishment — Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Re. 1 (duplication of posts of Conservators). 


Sir, I should be very brief as out of the one hour allotted to this 
subject, the Hon’ble Member in cliar^^e has taken 35 minutes over his 
demand for grant and I do not know whether sufficient time will be 
left for me and others to speak on our motions. However, Sir, I must 
say at once that in spite of the financial stringency of which we have 
been hearing so much from every Hoirble Member in charge of his 
respective Department, it seems to me to be a very doubtful policy to 
have two Conservators of Forests in Bengal. For the last two 
years, as the members are aware, the forest area of Bengal is constituted 
in five administrative districts, namely, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, 
Khulna, Chittagong and a small fore.st area in Dacca. Sir, I fail to 
see any reason w'hy there should be tvo Conservators of Forests for 
these five districts when they had previously been managed by one 
Conservator of For€«ts quite efficiently. Members of the House ought 
to know that the average salary of a Conservator of Forests is Rs. 2,000 
a month and the duplication of the Conservator of Forests means 
duplication of offices wliich again means extra expenditui^e in these 
days of financial htringency and economy. It may be that the forest 
revenue has iucrea.sed or, as the Hon’ hie MemWr said, may be increased 
to a considerable extent; but that is no reason why some more money 
should be put into the pocket of high officers and not go into the coffers 
of Government. So far as the Suiidarhans forests are concerne<l, the 
staff is very much undermanned. I expecd that there should have been 
more officers for the Suudarbaiis range.s. But instead of that there is 
a duplication of highly paid officers m the Forest Department which 
should be stopped. 


6-45 p.m. 

Mr» W. L« TRAVERS: £ would like to say a word or two in 
opposition to this motion. The mover has said that it is a very doubt- 
ful policy of economy to appoint another Conservator. It is not a 
matter of economy at all. It is a matter of efficiency. The Hon’ble 
Member has told us that Bengal has enormous forest assets and in 
accordance with modem forestry those assets are not being properly 
conserved and not being properly developed. One of the new factors 
in the next year’s budget is that there is a larger sum provided for the 
conservancy of forests. Well, there are so many schemes to deal with 
and so much provision/to make for them that it is quite impossible for 
one Conservator to do the work efficiently at all. As many members of 
the House are aware, I live in the forest area and know a great deal 
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of the foreftts of Bengal. I will give ymi a practice idKch 

will hKow the memberfl of this House the amount of work that is beiugr 
done by the new Conservator in charge of the Southern Circle. He is 
a most efficient officer. I can assure you, Sir, I was with him on the 
(lay before he left Bengal; during the whole period that he had been 
Conservator he did not spend more ilian a day in his Calcutta office. 
The whole of the remaining period he was on tour supervising and 
inspecting schemes. I think that is a sufficient proof to give to this 
House that the services of another Conservator are* most urgently 
required. It is a maxim of modern forestry' that out of the revenue 
derived from forests, 60 per cent, goes to the development of forests 
and 40 per cent, towards supervision. If you compare Bengal with 
other countries, you will find that a very insufficient amount goes to 
the development of forests. 


The HoiHble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: The argu* 
meats put forward by the mover of the motion, so far as the Southern 
Circle is concerned, have been very fully met by Mr. Travers w’hen he 
said that the late Conservator of Forests spent only one day in Calcutta 
and spent the wdiole of the rest of his time on inspection and touring. 
The Northern Circle extends right along Darj(‘eling and the hill tracts^ 
and it is very necesvsary, to ensure (efficient working in these areas, that 
there should be a second Conservator. 1 may further inform the mover 
that the posts of the two Conservators are Ijcld by Indian Forest Service 
offi<‘ers and, as such, their pay is non-voted and is not liable to the 
vote of the Legislative Council. The amount mentioned relates to the 
pay of the superior officers of Provincial Forest Service. The increases 
in revenue in the department, and in the area under its control, fully 
justify the creation of the post of the second Conservator in this 
presidency. While in 1883-84 the difierence between revenue and 
expenditure was Rs. 3*60 lakhs and in 1917-18, Rs. 7*30 lakhs, since 
then it has mounted rapidly ; and there was in the past roughly a clear 
profit of about Rs. 12,tK),0(K) annually. During 1928-29 the net profit 
came to even more; during 1929-30, and this year, there has been 
some decrease in revenue, specially due to the general trade depression. 

The necessity for dividing the Bengal Forest Department into two 
circles was felt in 1920, when Sir George Hart, Inspector-General of 
Forests, urge4 the formation of two circles and pointed out that Govern- 
ment revenue was sufficient to warrant the division. The then Conser- 
vator of Forests submitted proposal for the creation of an additional 
forest circle in this presidency. At that time the Bengal charge 
had eight territorial divisions, since increased to ten. The proposal 
was not then accepted by Government. It was renewed, and after 
careful consideration extending over several years, this Government 
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acc^pfied it on the ground that the area of the foresta brought under the 
administration of the department, and the revenue derived from them» 
have steadily increased since the proposal was first made. Similarly^ 
the total area of reserved and protected forests is 7,157 square miles and 
of unclassed forest 3,445 square miles. With the amount of work on 
hand the Conservator of Forests was not in a position to exercise that 
amount of close supervision which the nature of the work demanded. 
The proposal was sanctioned bj* the Secretary of State. It has not 
involved any increase in the cadre of the Indian and Provincial Forest 
Services. The post of a Deputy Conservator of Forests has only been 
converted into that of a Conservator of Forests and a small additional 
establishment, ministerial and menial, has been sanctioned. 


It will be seen from this tliat there was necessity for a second 
Conservator of Forests. T hope my frieml will observe that the 
economy he proposes is a very false e<’onomy. It means that a very 
large forest area will be left uncared for and uncontrolled; it would 
mean inefficient work; it would mean that the revenues of the province 
will stand to lose a great deal, I think 1 have been able to state the 
position to my friend, and I hope lie will not press tlie motion. 

The motion of Mr. Xarendra Kumar Busu was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: T beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 4,33,000 under the head “8B.— Establishments” be 
reduced by He. 1 (reorganisation of the Forest Service and tlie pay and 
prospects of th(‘ officers of the department). 

Sir, my object in moving the motion which stands in my name is 
primarily" to draw' the attention of Government to the differential 
treatment accorded to the officers of the horest Department of the 
Government of Bengal, specially in regard to their pay, promotion, 
transfer and recruitment as compared w^itb those of the said department 
in the provinces of Bihar and Orissa and Assam. 

As to pay, I would submit that the pay of the Provincial Service 
officers of the Bengal Forest Service is less than that prevailing in 
Assam and Bihar and Orissa. The pay scale of the Subordinate 
Forest Service is also less than what it is in the aforesaid provinces; 
so also the pay of the ministerial officers of the department, though, 
their duties are identical. All the three classes of officers as mentioned 
aforesaid represented their grievances to Government but to no effect. 
I would also take this opportunity of pointing out that when there 
are vacancies in the upper grade in the Conservator’s office, the senior 
officers of the divisional office are not promoted, but contrary to the 
laws of equity and justice, only the junior officers of the Conservator’a 
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office are given promotion to fill up those vacancies. I desire also to 
submit that the percentage of temporary ministerial officers is so large 
im comparison with that of the permanent staff that those temporary 
officers are not made permanent for a long time. It would also appear 
from the answers given to my questions at one of the previous meetings 
during the current session that the Government are very slow in 
giving effect to the recommendations of the Lee Commission so far as 
recruitment and Indiauisation of Forest Service are concerned. It is 
a matter for deep regret that although the Bengal forest yields a decent 
income, the Government are too indifferent to the pay scale of the 
officers of the Forest Department which has only the effect of putting 
a premium upon dishonesty, a factor which should be guarded against 
by all means. I hope, therefore, that in view of the circumstances 
already stated, a sympathetic response will be forthcoming from the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I whole-heartedly agree 
with my friend who has just moved this motion that the pay and pros- 
pects of the Bengal Forest Service and the Subordinate Forest Service 
have got to be looked into. The House is probably not aware that 
when after the War there was a general revision of the pay of all the 
provincial services in Bengal, the pay of the Provincial Forest Service 
was revised backwards, that is to say, their pay and prospects became 
lesser than they were before the War. In fact, before the reorganisa- 
tion of the service there were two posts of Extra Deputy- Conservators 
of Forests which were open to the members of the Provincial Forest 
Service. After the reorganisation, those two posts were abolished and 
in lieu thereof two posts of the Indian Forest Service were made over 
to them as Bated posts; hut so far as the pay and prospects of the 
officers were concerned, tliey were not improved in any way. Here, 
after having got these listed posts, they were certainly not better off 
than they were before. The Hou^ble Member-in-charge has already 
informed the House that the Forest Service is a productive service and 
that the Forest Department contributes largely to the revenues of 
Government and is expected to contribute more largely, but 
unfortunately no increase in revenue is reflected in the pay and emolu- 
ments of the Ft^rest Service officers. The Hon’ble Member himself has 
told the House under what depressing circumstances and under what 
discomforts the officers of the Forest Department have got to work, 
but in spite of that, as I have said, after the War no increment was 
given to the Forest Service officers, while the pay of all the other 
provincial services was increased. I submit that it is high time that 
the grievances of these officers who are very few in number should 
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atimet the sympathetic interest of the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Department. I shall certainly get a reply that in these days of 
financial stringency no increment of pay can be given. I submit that 
here is a class of officers who are contributing to the increased revenue 
of Government and that they certainly ought to have an increase of 
pay in spite of the financial stringency. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday » the 19th 
March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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PrpOiMlifiis of tho Bongtl Ligislttivo Council jssomMod undir tiio 
provisions of tho Covommont of India Act. 


The Council met in the Coiincil Chamber in the Council House^ 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 19th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Kaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the (3iair, the tour Ilon’hle Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 199 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Transfer of Babu Bepin Chandra Ganguly from Berhampore Jail 
to Mtdnapore Jail. 

M50. Mr. 8YAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Member in charge of the Police Dciwirlmcnt bo pleased to state whether 
a person convicted under the Ordinances or under sections of the Penal 
Code not involving moral turi>itude during transfer from one jail to 
another is to be put in handcuffs and rope round the body? 

(b) Is it a fact that Babu Bepin Chandra Ganguly, a Municipal 
Commissioner of the Corporation of Calcutta, was recently transferred 
from the Berhampore Jail to the Midnapore Jail with handcuffs on and 
rope.rouiid the waist? 

(r) Will ike Son'ble Member be pleased to state — 

(t) under what section he has been convicted, and 

(ft) what instructions, if any, were issued for the purpose of 
securing the transfer of Babu Bepin Chandra Ganguly in 
the way mentioned? 

MEMBER in otiargo of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hpn’blo 

W. D. R. Pfontioo): (o) The custody of prisoners on transfer from 
one jail to another is a police duty. According to the rules in force 
all convicts shall be handcuffed during transit, but instructions have 
been issued that police escorts should not use handcuffs except in case 
ct necessity. 

(*)Taa. 
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(e) (t) Seeticms 157 and 117, Indian Penal Codei read with the 
SbH Act and Picketing Ordinance. 

(tt) Before the escort party left the Police Lines the Officer^in- 
charge was specially instructed not to use handcuff unless it was 
necessary. When the escort reached the jail, the officer in charge of 
the escort was warned by the jail authorities to be specially vig^ant in 
view of the demonstration going on at the time of the prisoner's 
removal. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERdEE: Will the Hou’ble Member 
be pleased to state under what rules a rope was put round tlie waist of 
this gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Mr^ W# D. R, PRENTICE: There are no such rules. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOGKERdEE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state wdiat justification the Police hud for putting a rope 
round his waist? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: None, so far as rules go. 
But this has been the invariable practice lor some years past. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Uon'ble Member 
be i)leased to state whether this action was taken to add to the humi- 
liation of a political prisoner? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 have explained that 
that was not the object, especially as instructions were given not to 
use handcuffs but as I pointed out, deiuunstraiions were going on at 
the time of the prisoner’.s removal and special precautions were necessary. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’bie Member be 
pleased to state whether there was any reason for tying a rope round 
the waist of a prisoner? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already issued an 
order to have the need for the use of ropes investigated. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether, if there are no rules for tying ropes round 
the wais^ of prisoners to be escorted, he will consider the question of 
issuing an order on the police? 

The HeiPMi Mr. ¥f. P. B. PBBNTiCi: I have already answered 



DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


[19th Mabch, 


196 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The (liHcuHHion under the heads “8.— Forests,” “8xV. — Forest capital 
outlay (harjfed to revenue,” and ”52A. — Forest capital outlay not 
i-harged to revenue” was then resumed. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: In view of the fact that there 
are only 10 minutes left for the discussion of this grant I will speak 
very briefly and just draw attention to the fact that officers in this 
province who joined the service at the same time as officers in other 
provinces are not drawing anything like the higher salary that are 
paid to officers of the same rank in other provinces. I also draw atteu> 
tion to the fact that in to-day’s Calcutta Gazette has been published 
the information that a deputy ranger was killed by tigers. This 
brings home the circumstances in which officers of this department have 
to work. I hope that Government will pay greater attention to this 
matter and endeavour to improve the pay and prospects of the officers 
in the Forest Service in this province, \\hicli may truly be called the 
Cindrella Service. 

Tht Hofl’bit Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: There are 
one or two imiuts to which 1 would like to refer. One is the question 
of the increase of pay of officers in the Department of Forests. The 
pay of these officers in Bengal is the same as in the Central Provinces 
and Bombay: in Assam it is higher, namely, Rs. 300 — 50/2 — 850. 

The case of these officers deserves every consideration but. Sir, we 
find that as soon as one department of Government starts to revise the 
pay of its officers, other departments put in simillar requests; therefore 
the practice is to go in for revision of pay of all officers in all the 
departments of Government at the same time. 

Well, wi^h rbgard to the pay of the officers of the Forest Department, 
the pay was revised in 1920. The position is as follows: The Forest 
Service is divided into two, one an All-India Service, and the other a 
Provincial Forest Service. As regards the former being an all-India 
service reorganisation of that service is a question which primarily 
concerns the Government of India and has nothing to do with the local 
Gk>vemment. On the recommendation of the Lee Commission certain 
concessions hive been granted to that service. 

I come next to the figures for the Provincial Forest Service. Here, 
Sir, the scale of pay was revised as a result of the recommendations of 
the Public Services CJommission and fixed at Es. 250 — ^20 — 650 
^ (.efficiency bar) 570—20 — ^750. As- regards the Subordinate Forest 
^rvice, this service was re-organised in 1911 and on two occasions 
ainoe then and the strength and scale of pay were increased on each 
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ocowon. In 1920 the rates of pay were raised to Bs. 60, 80, lOO* 125, 
160 and 200 for the six grades in which the rangers were divided. . Th^ 
rates of pay of the three grades of deputy rangers were raised to 
Bs. 40, 45 and 50. Those of the foresters were raised to Be. 25, 30 and 
35 and of the forest guards to Rs. 9, 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18 in each. 
As a matter of fact on the last occasion, i.c., in 1927, the strength and 
scale of pay of the Subordinate Service were again revised. Rangers 
now receive Rs. 60, 80, 100, 125, 150 and 200. Deputy rangers receive 
Rs, 45, 50, 55 and foresters Rs. 30, 35 and 40. 

In the last ten years the pay of the ministerial and menial establish- 
ments of the Forest Department has been iwice revised, once in 1919 
and again in 1922. 

It has l>een stated by the mover Babu Satyendra Kumar Das that the 
pay in other provinces is slightly higher. It is true that this is so in 
Assam, but this scale of pay has nothing to do with the scale of pay in 
Bombay and the Central Provinces. 

As regards the Bengal Provincial Forest Service, the Lee Commis- 
sion examined the matter carefully, and they recommended that 12J 
per cent, of the Indian Forest Service should be recniited by promotion 
from the Provincial Forest Service. After the visit of the Royal 
Statutory Commission, the matter was further considered by the Gov- 
ernment of India, who decided that the percentage of recruitment to 
the Indian Forest Service by promotion from the Provincial Forest 
Service should be 25 per cent, instead of 12 J per cent., but that the 
increase should be gradual so as not to dislocate the working of the 
Forest College at Dehra Dun; and the local Government has been 
asked to report annually to the Government of India about the matter. 
It is true that the recent vacancies have been filled up by the Govern- 
ment of India by direct recruitment instead of by promotion from the 
Provincial Forest Service cadre. The matter has been brought to the 
notice of the Government of India; and as at present there are no 
vacancies, it is proposed to ask the Government of India whether the 
strength of our Indian Forest Service cadre may not be increased by 
one or two, so that we may be able to give effect to the orders of the 
Government of India os regards the percentage of promotion. 

I would further state that the matter has been again brought tp 
the notice of the Government of India. I can assure the member that 
every consideration will be paid to the conditions of service of these 
officers, and most sympathetic notice will be taken of them 

[Her^ the B[on’ble Member having reached his time-limit resumed 
his seat.] 

Mm SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: In view of what the Hon'ble 
Member has said, I would like to withdraw my motion. 
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The motion of Babii Satyendra Kumar Das was then, by leave of 
^he Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Bs. 10,35,000 be j^anted for expenditure 
under the heads “8.— Borests* and '‘8A. — Forest capital outlay charged 
to revenue” and ”r)2A. — Forest capital outlay not charged to revenue” 
was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
heads ”8. — Forests,” “8A. — Forest capital outlay charged to revenue,’’ 
and “52A. — Forest capital outlay not charged to revenue” were not 
called : — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ”That the demand of 
Es. 8,74,000 under the head ‘8. — Forests’ be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000.” 

Nil Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI and MUNINDRA 
DEB RAI MAHA8AI: ”That the demand of Bs. 8,74,000 under the 
bead *8. — Forests’ be reduced by Bs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the 
necessity for establishing a college of Forestry in Bengal).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ and Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: 

”Thnt the demand of Bs. 8,74,000 under the head ‘8. — Forests’ be 
reduced by Bs. 100 (io urge upon the establishment of a training college 
of Forestry in Bengal).” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: That the demand of 

Bb. 8,74,000 under the Jiead ‘8. — Forests’ be reduced by lls. 100 (policy 
and raising of permit fee, etc.).’* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That the demand of 
Bs. 8,74,000 under the head '8. — Forests’ he reduced hy Bs. 100 
(urgency of the circumstances under which the ranges are being formed 
in the Sundarbans involving large expenses).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: That the demand of 

Bs, 8,74,000 under the head ‘8. — Forests’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw 
attention to the grievances of the Mussalmans in the matter of their 
appointment on {mpulation basis and tike paucity of the Mussalmans 
in the department).” 

HaJI BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Bs. 8,74,000 under the head *8, — Forests’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to raise 
a discussion 6n the paucity of Muhammadan otHcers, gasetted and 
ministerial, in the' department).” 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: ”That the demand of Bs. 3J4,000 
tinder the head ‘8. — Forests’ be reduced by Be. 1 (policy with reference 
to baokward claases).” 
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]^. 8,74,000 under tke head ‘8. — Forests’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the effect of retention by Government of the Attia Forest 
in Ifymensingh district).** 

liiuivl ill UH AMMAN PAtLUUAH: “That the demand of 

Bs. 8,74,000 under the head ‘8, — Forests’ l)e reduced by Re. 1 (to 
protest against favouritism in giving appointments in the Forest 
Department).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAlAI: *<That the demand of 

Rs. 8,74,000 under the liead ‘8. — Forests’ be reduced by Re. 1 (policy 
and expenditure).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ”That the demand of 
Bs. 1,61,000 under the head ‘8A. — ^Forest — Capital outlay charged to 
revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 96,000,” 

Mauivi 8YED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYs ”That the demand of 
Rs. 1,61,000 under the head ^8A. — Forest — Capital outlay charged to 
revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to express disapproval of the action 
of the department in restricting in an unreasonable manner the hunting 
of deer in the Sundarbans).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 5,000 under the head ‘52A (6). — Organisation, improvement and 
extension of forests — Working plans’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to raise a 
discussion about tlie jM>licy of organisation, iinproveincnt and working 
plans).” 


9.— Ragistratioii. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 21,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”9. — 
Registration.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 7,000 under the head ”9A. — ^Registration — Superintendence — 
Travelling allowance” be reduces! by Rs. 2,500. 

Sir, the intention of my motion is to draw attention of this House 
to the fact that the superintendence of the registration offices had not 
tended to improve the morale of the subordinate staff. It is an open 
secret that besides tbe registration charges, extra money bas got to 
be spent on various people of tbe department not excluding tbe man 
irho afExes tbe seal. Perhaps it may be due to low salary paid to thelk 
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which are not enough to make their two ends meet. When the OoTern* 
ment derive subetantial income from the Begifitration Department I 
do not know why they should not adeqiiately pay to their men to keep 
them aloof from illegal gains and thereby prevent the squeezing of 
money from people who frequent the registration offices. The increase 
in the charges for registration of documents and the raising of the 
search fees are already telling heavily on the people and these extortions 
add to their misery. You will all agree with me that the working of 
the system introduced by the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) .Act 
which has been devised for the transmission of the landlords* fees by 
the registration office has benefited neither the landlords nor the 
tenant^. As a matter of fact in most of the cases where the landlords 
consist of co-sharers it is impossible for them to receive payment of 
landlords’ fees 

Th« Hoffi’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I do not 

understand the member’s reference to the transmission of landlords* 
fees in C/onnection with this motion. This matter came up in the dis- 
cussion under “Land Revenue.” This transmission of fees is put on 
a statutory basis under section lOGC, Instruction 2, clause 3. I do not 
think the hon’ble member is in order. My complaint is that he is 
discussing a subject which is not within the portion of the budget which 
is before the House. 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: My point is that I was dis- 
cussing the policy of these matters, but I do not wish to waste the time 
of the Council any further. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: This is a very small 
matter which has been brought before the Council by Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai but he has put his finger upon a most irritating wound in our 
body politic and I hope that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Regis- 
tration and Uie Hon’ble Member in charge of Laud Revenue will not 
look upon it as a trivial thing. This trivial thing of having to pay a 
particle to every little officer or menial who has got to do anything in 
any office is such a notorious nuisance that it cannot be unknown to the 
members of the official bench. It is a matter that deserves most careful 
attention and most energetic action on the part of those at the top of the 
administration. Without very dose attention it cannot be got rid of and 
it is not a qu^tion of those officers making a little legal profit out of these 
•mall transa^ions but it is a question of the demoralisation of the whole 
public service and the demoralisation of the people. I think my hon’ble 
friend was discussing the question of the payment of the demand for 
travelling allowances. I think, Sir, the motion is for a cut in the 
amount of travelling allowances for the superintendence staff on the 
ground that the superintendence is not properly exercised so that as a 
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resvili there are these evils in the registration offices. In that view, I 
think, this is not a matter which can be passed over. However, being 
known as a man of agitation and my hon’ble friend and some time pupil 
Honl>le Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must not make any reference to that. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I urn afraid that my 
anxiety to remedy this evil in this matter will also call dowm upon me 
the calumny of being an impatient idealist and a man of imagination. 
I wish the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Registration will look into thi# 
matter and try to remove the evil and Government as well will exerciae 
a little imagination. It will not make them less practical on this account 
to exercise some imagination. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: From what has been 
said by the mover of this motion and Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta it 
is evident that the allowances should be increased rather than decreased 
because it is due to the lack of proper supervision that these abuses have 
crept into the department. As a matter of fact the number of inspectors 
for inspecting the various offices in the mufassal has been reduced owing 
to retrenchment and there is only one inspector. *The Inspector-General 
of Registration and the inspector between them inspect a certain per- 
centage of the offices in Bengal throughout the year, this charge can 
only be justified if it can be shown that any complaint made to the 
department has not received prompt attention and adequate action not 
taken on it. As a matter of fact we can claim that whenever any such 
matter has been brought to our notice, immediate steps are taken and 
inquiries held and where satisfactorj' evidence is adduced of any kind of 
misdemeanour on the part of a clerk or any other officer prompt action 
is taken. 

I agree with Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta that there is a general 
idea that officers of the Registration Department are known to take some 
illegal gratification. Sir, this is a complaint which is levied not only 
against the Registration Department but has been directed against all 
Government departments, locnl bodies, and wherever we go we hear this 
complaint. After all the people who give the gratification are as much 
to blame as the people who take it. If people do not come forward and 
make a complaint it is not possible for the head of any administration 
to take action and until he has the co-operation of the people themselves, 

there is no chance of removing this evil. 

* 

S-SO p.m. 

The policy that I am pursuing is that if 1 find that any officer has 
keen found guilty of any such complaint I do not believe in showing any 
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mercy to him but I take drastic steps because I feel that this is the ouly 
way in which we can eradicate the evil if it exists. T^ni I must also tell 
the House that there are cases where recommendations have been made 
to me to overlook the case of officers who are really guilty, .and some- 
times by members of this House, on the ground that they are poor 
men and they may be let off this time with some minor punishment. 
I can prove from the records that we have taken action against those 
•dfficers against whom charges have been established. On the other hand 
there is also this fact that frivolous complaints are often made against 
4»fficers of this department, which on inquiry turn out to be absolutely 
false, and many officers suffer simply because the department has a bad 
name. Whenever people find that a sub-registrar does not agree with 
them they bring in a charge of this character. But we are not prepared 
to take action unless we are satisfied that the officer is really guilty, and 
the only thing 1 can say is that so far as this cut is loncerned there is 
no justification for supporting it. 


MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: In view of what has fallen 
from the Hon’ble Minister, 1 beg to withdraw my motion with the leave 
of the Council. 

Leave to withdraw the motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was not 
given so the motion was put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U AHD MUNINDRA DEB 
RAI MAHA8AI: ^‘That the demand of Rs. 190 under the head ‘9A.- 
Begistration — Supf*rintendence — Hill Allowance^ be refused.’^ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: ' That the demand oi 
Bs. 84,000 under the head ‘9A,— Registration— Superintendence’ be 
reduced by Be. 10,000.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,36,000 under the head "9B. — District charges — Total cost of 
transmission of landlords’ fees” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (costs levied 
for transmission of landlords’ fees). 

I have looked into the budget figures and from them it is not possible 
for me to a^ertain what are the exact realisations on account of the 
cost of transmission of landlords’ fees. But there is a general idea that 
the realisations wTe much more than is necessary for the transmission 
of these fees. . If this is correct, then I think immediate steps should 
be taken by the Gbvemment so that 

Mn RUlBIOEim Are you moving this as an economy cutf 
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liluivi T/(Ml2UDblN KHAN: Not m an economy cut but an a 
tolceu cut. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then how can you discuNH this question? I ilo 
not think the Registration Department is responsible for this. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There are two points involved in 
this. One point is wdiether the levy of a fee of 10 per cent, is exorbitant. 
If I had discussed that, it might have been considered doubtful wdiether 
I was in order, but I have actually 

Tha Hon'bla Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think 
that Mauivi Tamiasuddin Khan can discuss this levy of 10 per cent, under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, because that would appropriately come under 
<‘5. — ^Land Revenue.” But if he merely wants to say 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That’s a different matter. Do you or do you 
not take exception to Mauivi Tamixuddin Khan’s dealing with this 
matter in this motion? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes, I do. 

BtbU illTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: May 1 rise on u point of 
order? Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan would not have been in order if he 
had discussed any [irovision of the Bengal Tenancy Act or anything 
imposed under the authority of that Act. It is a much narrow’er ques- 
tion than Sir Provash would make it out. Our point in this motion is 
that Government is not entitled to make a profit out of the cost of trans- 
mission of landlords’ fees and that, I think, is a question which can be 
raised on a matter concerning the Registration Department, because it 
is the Registration Department that is making a profit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you or do you not admit that the Registra- 
tion Department has nothing to do with the imposition of the landlords’ 
fees but is concerned only w ith the amount of fees that are collec ted by 
the Registration Department? 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: This money is spent by the 
Registration Department and that is the administrative department cMnn- 
cemed in the matter; therefore this cut can only come under this motion. 
If they are making a profit in the department, our point is that they 
cannot do so, for Government are under a pledge in this matter. 

Tba HoiPMi ilr PROVASH CHONDIR MITTBR i Mr. Bannerjee's 
facta are all wrong. The Registration Department does hot make any 
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profit; it has nothing to do beyond registering documents and sending 
them to the collectorate. It is done by the Land Eevenue Department. 
The fee is imposed there and the charges are distributed by the Revenue 
Department. These are the facts. 

Mfi PRESIDENT* f think these are more or less details which do 
not very much concern the ruling that I am asked to give. What I 
feel, taking a broad view of the matter, is that the Registration Depart- 
ment should not be made responsible for what is complained of now and 
this matter should have been discussed under ''Land Revenue.’* This 
cut could have been very correctly raised in connection with that subject. 
This motion was a misleading one and I now rule that it should not be 
discussed under "Registration.” 

Tho Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; May I point out 
that there are other motions of a similar kind, namely, motions Nos. 138, 
139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 148, 149, 150 and 164? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I rule that these motions are out of order too. 

Khan Bihadur Maillvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Do you think it would be fair to members if you make this ruling after 
the Revenue budget is passed? I can quite understand that this matter 
is quite out of order so far as the Registration Department is concerned, 
but consider, Sir, our difficulty. We cannot make our opinions heard 
in this Chamber because the Revenue budget is not now under 
discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a question of fairness or unfairness to 
individual members but a question of reality. The President, as soon as 
he discovers that a particular motion is out of order under the rules of 
this House, hfts got to remove it from the agenda. The point of order 
I have just disposed of was justly and correctly raised and I think that 
the motions referred to cannot be discussed under "Registration.” 

Balni dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I rise to a point of order 
with reference to motion standing in the name of Haji Badi Ahmed 
Chowdhury. That does not perhaps come under the scope of your 
ruling. 

Tht Hon’bM tir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Mr. Bannerjee’s 
tacts are all wrong. 

Bite dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: I have placed no facti 
whatever, Sir. 
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TIm Hon’bltSir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTiR: The fact b that 

the fees are realised by the collectorate and not by the Registration 
Department. 

Btbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Kvidently the mover 
expresses objection to the cost of transmission to the collectorate. So it 
may be discussed under “Registration,” because it is the administrative 
department concerned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already ruled that the motion you refer 
to is out of order and you cannot discuss my ruling. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That does not come under 
the scope of your ruling. You liave to consider the wording of the 
motion also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The following motions were ruled out of order: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1, 36.000 
under the head ‘9B. — District charges — ^Total cost of transmission of 
landlords’ fees’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (cost levied for transmission of 
landlords’ fees).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 
Rs 1,36,000 under head ‘9B. — Registration — District charges — Cost 
of transmission of landlords’ fees’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (procedure of 
recording and realising the landlord’s fees and want of scrutiny to the 
real interests of the depositors).” 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,36,000 
under the head ‘9B. — Registration — District charges — Cost of trans- 
mission of landlords’ fees’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion 
on the amended provisions of the Tenancy Act resulting in the fall of 
reyenne under ‘Registration’).” 

Mauivi HASBAN ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,36,000 under 
the head ‘9B. — Registration — District chargesM^ost of transmission 
of landlords’ fees’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (procedure in withdrawal of 
deposits of landlords’ fees).” 

Mr. 'BARAT CHANDRA BAL and Khm Bahib Mauivi BAZLUL 
HUQ: “That the demand of Rs. 1,36,000 under the head ‘9B.— 
Registration— District charges— Cost of transmission of landlords* fees* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (exorbitant cost realised for transmission of 
landlorda’ feee).** 
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Hi^i BAOl AHMEP CHOWOHURY: ''That the demand of 
Bs. 1,36,000 under the head 'OB.—Eegistration— District charges' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the delay in transmitting 
landlords' fees)." 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: "That the demand of 
Bs. 1,36,000 under the head '9B.— Registration— District charges— 
Total cost of transmission of landlords' fees' be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
urge reduction of the cost of transmission)." 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAKBH: "That the demand of Rs. 1,36,000 
under the head '9B. — District charges — Total cost of transmission of 
landlords' fees’ be reduced by Re. 1 (excessive realisation of the trans- 
mission (ost <*f landlords' transfer fee)." 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: "That the demand of Rs. 20,21,000 
under the head ‘9B. — Registration — District charges’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (exorbitant charges for raiyats to pay)." 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: "That the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head ‘9. — Registration’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(drastic amendment of the Bengal Tenancv Act and its hardship on 
the cultivatorvs).’’ 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: 1 beg to move 
that the demand of R.s. 1,36,000 under the head “9B.— District charges— 
Total cost of transmission of landlords’ fees" be reduced by Re. 1 
(grievances of sub-registrars in not receiving extra remuneration for 
extra work done in connection with their duties under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 1928). 

My niotion is a very modest one; it speaks for itself. My object is to 
bring to tie notice of Government the hard lot of the sub-registrars and 
clerks in the Registration offices and the indifference of Government in 
the matter of their pay and prospects. It is perhaps universally recog- 
nised that the work and responsibility of these officers have enormously 
increased in consequence of the passing of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1928. More than three years have elapsed 

Mauivi JAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. I do not 
understand how this motion will be in order in view of the ruling that 
you have just given. Here we should consider the total cost of trans- 
mission of landlords' fees. If the suh-registrars are over-worked, then 
the proper cut should have been brought forward on the total demand 
under thiB departoent, but so far as the cost of transmi^n ' is 
concerned, what has that to do with the grievances of the sub-regm^mT 
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KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdIt M»y I be permitted 
to 9awe the object of my motion clear? The object of my motion is to 
brings to the notice of Government the grievances of sub-registrars in 
not receiving any money for the extra work they have to do in ( onnection 
with the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is whether you can propose this 
cut after my ruling. What do you say to that ? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: It comernH purely 
the officers of the Registration Department. I would simply point out 
that the amount of work the new Act has involved upon these officers is 
excessive. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your point is that you merely want to draw the 
attention of the House to the grievances of the clerks of the Registration 
Department and you think that the Registration Dei>artment is competent 
to remove these grievances. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERai: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, you may do that. 

3-4o p.m. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, mv motion is 
a very simple and modest one: it speaks for itself. My ohjc<*t is to 
bring to the notice of (rovernment the hanl lot of tin* suh-registrars 
and tlie <*lerks of Itegn.stration offices and the indifference of Govern- 
ment ill the matter of tlieir pay and prospects. It will perhaps be 
universally recognised that the work and responsihility of these officers 
have enormously increased in ctmseqiieiKe of the passing of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928. 

More than two years have elapsed since the amended Act has been 
brought into operation in tliis province. Early in 1929, the Bengal 
Registration Service Association submitted a representation to Govern- 
ment for an increase in pay of the registering officers and their clerks 
on account of the addition to the work and responsibility brought on 
by the introduction of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act or, in 
the alternative, for the grant with effect from Ist April, 1929, of an 
allowance to each registering officer out of the savings under the head 
*'Coet of transmission of landlords’ fees and process fees.” In reply, 
the Secretary, Mr. Dash, stated in his letter ^o. 229 (Registration), 
dated tha 27th March, 1929, that in regard to the possibility of extra 
work and responsibility which might fall upon Registration officers, 
it could not be said until the Act had been in operation for a few 
months how far, if at all, it would justify any concession to these* 
offibeik. Neai1| two yetirs bftve eIa|M^, ^ut nothing has ^ra^oa^ 
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been done regarding the prayer of these officers, although the Inspector- 
General of Registration endorsed the recommendation of the District 
Registrars for the grant of an allowance, in his letter No. 2906, dated 
the 20th March, 1930, addressed to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Education Department, of Rs. 35 to Sadar sub-registrars, 
Rs. 30 to rural sub-registrars, Rs. 10 to head clerks of Sadar offices 
and Rs. 5 to head clerks of rural offices. 

Although, there has been a general fall in the number of registra- 
tions all over the province since 1929-30, it is admitted that since 
April, 1929, the amended Bengal Tenancy Act has thrown a consider- 
able amount of additional work on registering officers and the clerks. 

I will now deal with the extra work that has devolved upon them : — 

(1) Minute examination of documents in order to ascertain whether 
transfer fee is leviable or not. 

(2) Verification of rent receipt with each schedule of property, 
noted in the document and with the settlement records. 

(3) Verification of each schedule of property with notices prepared 
and submitted by the parties. 

(4) Checking of the calculation and realisation of transfer fees, 
cost of transmission of the same and process fees tendered by the 
parties. 

(5) Endorsing the above realisation on the documents and enter- 
ing them in the fee book — cash book and checking court-fee stamps 
affixed on the applications. 

(6) Checking of daily rough drafts and of weekly, monthly, 
.quarterly and annual statements. 

(7) To make separate correspondence in connection with work under 
ihe Bengal Tenancy Act and keep separate files. 

(8) Ta check the challans of daily remittances numbering 
approximately three lakhs against half a lakh under the old rules. 

(9) To check and send the notices numbering about five lakhs 
against two lakhs with challan and court-fee stamps. 

(10) To count and realise the transfer fees and court-fee stamps 
and keep them under custody until remitted into the treasury or sub- 
treasury and to advance money out of private purse for remitting the 
transfer fees. To make good any loss for hona fde mistakes in realising 
the transfer fees. To shoulder greater responsibilities in keeping the 
money in safe custody and in taking special precaution against theft 
and burglary, there being no arrangements for guards to prevent such 
ooourrenoes. 

Coining now to the financial aspect of the qu^on, I will show 
%ow Government can help these officers if they really desire to do so. 
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JClie income and expenditure in connection with the working of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act for 1929-30 are as follows;— 


(i) l^eceipts. 



Rs. 

A. P. 

Total cost of transmission 

. 4,95,839 

0 0 

Process fees 

. 2,G9,31G 

0 0 

Total .. 

. 7,()'),155 

0 0 

(it) Ej'pcfuhture. 



Establishment 

50,702 

0 0 

Contingencies 

. 1,29,505 

3 0 

Travelling allowance 

1,063 

14 0 

Total 

. 1,81,271 

1 0 


Out of this total expenditure of Rs. 1,81,271, the anmml recurring 
charge is only Rs. 1,10,271. 

Providing, therefore, for expenditure in the collectorate and cost 
of forms amounting to Rs. 1,40,000, the net surplus may l>e expected 
to l>e Rs. 4,44.1')') from which the poor ill-paid officers r>f the Registra- 
tion Department may he given a sum of R.s. 2,04,000. 

Of course fTOvernment will he guided hy the decision of the Legis- 
lative Council regarding the budget exj>enditure in c^mneclion with 
the working of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, the implication 
being that Government will not make any profit out of the money 
thus derived nor shall it incur any 1os.h for its supervision and collection. 
The statement of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter at pages 07-72 of the 
Council Proceedings, 1930, Volume XXXIV, No. 3, may he taken as 
misleading considering the fact that he tf)ok only the account of a few 
months only and did not mention that the expenditure included a 
huge sum spent on non-recurring charges in purchasing iron chest and 
furniture, ete. 

The extra remuneration can be claimed justly and sanctioned iu 
the light of the provisions contained in the following Acts under 
which 10 per cent, of the realisation is deduced as cost of collection : — 

(t) Village Chaukidari Act of 1870. 

(it) Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

Section 34 (d) of the Primary Education Act, 1980. 


14 
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I may point out in this connection » Sir, that in the Oustoma 
Department, officers get extra remuneration for overtime duty. The 
transmission cost does not fall under the general revenue head of the 
Government and as such the expenditure is justified and it will not 
tell upon the general revenues. 

It will appear from the speech of the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Registration Department {vide page 149 of the Council Pro- 
ceedings, Volume XXXIV, No. d) where he said : “Registration Depart- 
ment has got to operate and accept the landlord’s fee, etc., and perform 
the duties that it has been called upon to do under the Act.** 

From tile above, it is clear that the registering officers have to 
handle the Act from operation to realisation for which they have to 
shoulder additional work and greater responsibility. 

As already stated, the SecTetary to the Department gave hope in 
letter No. 294, dated the 27th March, 1930, that the Government 
would cousider the case regarding the extra remuneration after the 
Act had been in force for some time. 

Be.sides, the registering officer has got to make good from his own 
pocket any deficit in the landlord’s fee, etc., which he is unable to 
realise from the parties. 

I think, Sir, I have l)een able to make out a case for the poor 
offic^ers of the Registration Department and I hojie that a sympathetic 
response will be forthcoming from the Hon’ble Minister. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mcuivi ABUL KASEMs On a point of order, Sir. May I suggest 
that along with these motions, motions 100 and 163 be also taken H 

The Hon’M Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: May I suggest, Sir, 
that so far as motion of Rai Keshah (’handra Manerji Bahadur ia 
concerned, it proposes a cut from the total cost of transmission of 
landlords* fees, but motions 160 and Ifil propose a cut from the 
provincial revenue. So, I think they are not of the same nature. 

Kllin Btliadttr Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Ba. .21,05,000 under the head “9. — Registration*’ be 
reduced by 1^. I (to draw attention of Government to the urgent 
necessity of equaHsing the pay of ministerial officers in the depart- 
ment with the pay of ministerial ofi&cers in the Diatrict Magistrates’ 
offices and to urge the granting of cmnpensatory allowances to registra- 
tion officers and staff for enhanced work in connection with the lan^rd’e 
fM>. 
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My object in moving this motion must be quite obvious to the 
Hon*ble Minister as also to the members of the House. It is admitted 
that the Registration Department is a very large department, but this 
department has been squeezed as much as possible and the officers and 
clerks of the department are getting almost starvation wages. I think 
it is scandalous that in the 20th century, when labour movement is so 
much in the fore-front, Government officers should not be paid living 
wages; you pay your khaiisamas and hnhurjis a much higher rate of 
pay than you pay your clerks in the registration offices. Moreover, you 
have introduced much additional work in the department. In con- 
nection with compensatory allowance, Government has made it quite 
a profitable concern by saving a large amount of money. I think it 
is quite fair and reasonable that clerks in the Registration Department 
should get the same pay as clerks in the Collectorates as the nature of 
their work is the same, while the hours of the registration clerks are 
much more than those of the colle<‘torate clerks. If this does not seem 
reasonable, then I would suggest that they should be paid overtime 
allowance for working overtime. My second point is that there has 
been a large amount of accounts w'ork in connection with the landlords' 
fees, and I think it is desirable that this additional w'ork should be 
taken into account and that they should be paid their due share for 
doing accounts work in addition to the normal work in the department. 
By curious coincidence in spite of the fact that certain rules have been 
framed in this connection, they have not yet been definitely interpreted 
and registration officers have to interpret these rules which means a 
considerable waste of time. I, therefore, suggest that this matter 
should be taken into consideration. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Kluui Sahib Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ: **Tbat the demand of 
Rs, 21,05,000 under the head Tl. — Registration' be reduced by Re. 1 
(to impress upon the necessity of improving the pay and prospects of 
the clerks and copyists of the Registration Department)." 

TIm HOfi’ble Mr, KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in moving his 
motion Rai Baitadur Keshab Chandra Banerji has based his claim for 
extra remuneration to the regi.stration officers on the ground that there 
is a saving from the realisation of landlords’ fees. He has also said 
that there has been additional work and additional responsibility. 
While I do not question that there is additional responsibility, there 
has not been additional work. 

4 p.m. 

From the figures, Sir, it will appear that the total number of 
registration of all classes in 1926 was 17,1$1,000. In 1929 the Total 
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number of registration was 14,78,952. The figures for 1980 are not 
available. Similarly, the figures for registration of other documents, 
such as registration under sections 12 and 18, show a decrease. So 
it is evident that as far as work is concerned there has not been any 
increase, on the contrary there has been a decrease. 

Then, Sir, the question has been raised that as there is a saving 
under this head the sub-registrars should be paid extra remuneration. 
So far as this is (‘oncerned, we do not admit this. So far as figures 
are available, supposing there is a saving, the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department has committed himself to the 
Council that in that event there would be a reduction in the cost of 
transmission, and the money should not be distributed to the officers 
of Government. So, Sir, if there is a saving, the cost of transmission 
will be reduc ed, and if there is no saving, then the question of addi- 
tional remuneration to the sub-registrars does not arise. 

Then, Sir, I come to the motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul 
Haque. The latter portion of his motion refers to increased work in 
connection with landlord's fee. I have already shown that there has 
not been any increase in w’ork. 

As regards his proposal for the equalisation of the pay of the 
ministerial officers of the department with the pay of the ministerial 
officers of the district offices, I submit that the two offices cannot be 
compared because the qualifications and responsibilities required for 
officers of the two offices are not (he same. Secondly, as pointed out 
by the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department, 
Government have accepted as a definite policy that it is inadvisable to 
revise the pay and prospects of any one particular department at one 
time. It creates discontent amongst officers of other departments and 
it gives rise to an idea that a certain department is more favoured than 
another department. So we have decided that as far as the raising of 
the pay of officers is concerned, this is not an opportune time owing 
to the present ftuaficial stringency. When the finances of Government 
improve, the question can be taken up and the pay and prospects of 
the officers of all departments will be considered and all grievances 
will be removed. Therefore I would request the members of the 
Council not to press the question at this time becau.se, as I have already 
said, there is this difficulty and also because there is the other 
difficulty that at the present time we cannot incur any additional 
recurring expen^ture. On these grounds I I'equest the movers to 
withdraw their motions. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asisal Haque was iheiii by 
kaTe of the Council, withdrawn. 
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EMDADUL HOQUEs Sir, I beg to 'move that the demand of 
Bs. 20,21,000 under the head — Registration—- District charges” 

be reduced by Re. 1 (not providing the sub -registrars' offices with 
buildings of their own). 

Sir, the Registration Department plays an important part in the 
administration of the country. Sir, in fact a large amount of revenue 
is derived from the Registration Department. Yet the Government 
is callous in respect of some matters connected with the department 
which require immediate attention. Sir, I have seen with my own 
eyes some of the sub-registrars’ offices in Rangpur, and I do not know 
whether that state of things prevail everywhere, but in my district the 
sub-registrars^ offices are located in rented houses and those houses 
are miserable beyond description. The houses are made of slanting 
bamboos with straw roofs and often kept erect by slanting bamboo 
props. It is really a disgrace on the part of Government that they 
should allow their offices to be located in such rented houses. The 
sub-registrars cry themselves hoarse for repairs to be done to the 
houses, but the owners turn a deaf ear to their requcvst, because they 
know there are no other houses big enough to accommodate sub- 
registrars’ offices available in those areas. They do not pay any heed 
fo the request of the sub-registrars. They know very well that as there 
are no houses available in those areas, they would get their rents all 
right even if they do not do the necessary repairs. 

Sir, I happened to be in some of the sub-registry offices in connec- 
tion with the registration of certain dof uments relating to local board 
affairs, in my capacity as a chairman of a local board and otherwu’se 
and I saw that the houses are not only in a miserable condition but 
that the racks and shelves on which records are kept are in a disgrace- 
ful condition. These should be improved at once, otherwise the 
records might be damaged. There are also white ants in my part of 
the country and the records are almost eaten up by them and still no 
care is taken. The sub-registrars are in a helpless position to stop 
this. It is time therefore that Government should have their own 
houses instead of hiring houses for sub-registrars. I find, Sir, that 
when the sub-registrars are on leave or otherwise absent a Deputy 
Magistrate or the local Subdivisional Officer or the second officer 
remains in charge of the sub-registry office. It is necessary therefore 
that these sub-registry offices should be built very near the Court 
compound, and, if it is possible, by extension of the Court house; or 
if that be not possible, by erecting separate houses very close to the 
Courts. 

% 

With these few observations I cotemend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

TliO Mr. KHWAM NAXfMUOOINs Sir, a complaint has 

been made by Sasi Emdadul Hoque about the nature of the buildings 
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in which the sub-registrars^ offices are located, and I must admit that 
it is to a large extent correct. We are very much concerned about 
this matter. The sub-registry offices ate located in buildings which 
ere really in very bad conditions and consequently the sub-registrars 
are put to a great deal of inconvenience. But our trouble is that it 
is very difficult to get suitable buildings in the mufassal, especially 
in distant villages. It is also true that the owners of these rented 
buildings, realising that no other suitable buildings are available in 
the localities, do not pay attention to our demands for repair. The 
only other possible solution of the question is to have a building pro- 
gramme of our own, and we have not been absolutely neglectful about 
this. We have obtained adiniiiistratiye approval to fi7 schemes, but 
unfortunately owing to financial stringency it has not been possible 
to find funds for them in the budget. At present I am thinking of 
another scheme. I do not know whether it is possible or not, but I 
have asked my department to examine it. What I intend to do is to 
ask some well-to-do persons in the villages to build houses which 
we may take on long leases and on reasonable terms. I think the 
investment which these persons will make will bring them a good 
return for a certain number of years. At the same lime this will 
obviate the necessity of (iovernment incurring any capital cost but 
will get decent accommodations for the sub-registry offices. I fully 
realise that the present condition is very unsatisfactory and I also 
agree wdth the remarks made by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu that we 
have no other excuse than financial stringency. We are repeating it 
alw’ays, but we are only repeating what is true and the only reason 
for our not being able to tackle the problem. 

The motion of Kazi Kmdadul Iloque was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


Mr, PRCSflltNT: We shall have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 152 to 155. 


4*15 p.iu. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I bop to move that the 
demand of Be. 20,21,000 under the head “9B. — District charges’* be 
reduced by Ee. 1 (want of any proper provision for the appointment of 
candidates l>elonging'to the backward classes either as sub-registrars 
or as clerks in their offices). 

Sir, my desire in bringing forward a motion of this kind is to draw 
tbe attention of Government to tbe wimt of any proper proirision for 
tbe appointment of tbe candidates belonging to ibe backward claapea 
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ai iab-registrars or as clerks in their offices. I hope, Sir, I shall not 
be wrong if I maintain that the demand underlying this simple motion 
is only fair. At the outset I must make my position clear in that I 
do not lay any claim on the ground of percentage in population nor 
do I say this on behalf of any and every candidate of these classes in 
general; but I am pressing my claim for those of our candidates who 
are qualified under the rules laid down by tiovernment. And I main- 
tain the same position as I did yesterday in connection with my motion 
under the Excise Department. Our grievances are that even when 
our candidates are qualified under the rules, their claims are super- 
seded for reasons best known to the authorities concerned. You will 
be pleased to remember, Sir, when I brouglit forward a motion under 
this head last year, I had occasion to refer to the assurances that we 
bad from time to time from the Provincial Heads in reply to our 
deputations with regard to these and other matters. But it is painful 
to find that tliese utterances have still been follow’ed more in their 
breaches than in their observances. You will find. Sir, that thei'e 
are at the present moment about oOd officers as sub-registrars in the 
whole cadre with about <*lerks. But it is our misfortune to find 

that there are less than one dozen of our candidates in the whole cadre. 
The number of clerks is equally deplorable. 

\"ou know’, Sir, that many of these registration offices are loc’ated 
in the interior of the mufassal where, perhaps, people born and brought 
up under similar conditions would prove well in working in these 
offices — at any rate they would do much better than many who are 
absolutely unsuited to these conditions. But, 8ir, it appears that it 
Has not been the intention of the department to do .so as yet. 

Our next grievance is that though in some cases these candidates 
are much superior in qualifications, their claims are superseded by 
less qualified ones to our utter surpri.se. You will remembc*r, Sir, 
that only year before last, that is in 192‘J, there w’ere 29 appointments 
made in this department as sub-registrars, I know that there w’ere 
at least half a dozen of qualified candidates of ours nominated by the 
district authorities and only one appointment fell to the share of these 
unfortunate people. And when I tabled a question last year regarding 
this, the Hon’ble Minister w’as gcwd enough to say that of the 29 
appointments made then, 11 were undergraduates. I asked a supple- 
mentary question if the Government considered graduates even less 
qualified for appointment as sub-registrars and the reply supplied to 
the Hoij’ble Minister by his Secretary was that it depended upon other 
considerations. And when a further question was asked as to what 
those other considerations were, there was no answer and it was said 
that it could not be answered offhand. We know and feel what those 
other considerations are. We cannot give expression to the same, 
imt We can only express our regret at ^ courses adopted. 
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I inufit> however, in this conn^tion thank the Hon’ble Mmister 
for his just consideration in the last selection he made. But then. 
Sir, my point is, as I only press my claims on behalf of those qualified 
under the rules, that fairness and justice tempered with sympathy 
would demand that other things being equal preference should be 
given to one whose claims are hitherto overlooked. If Government 
really desire this, then I suggest that definite instructions in this line 
should be given to all nominating authorities; otherwise it will only 
remain a pious wish of the Government. And I draw the special 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department to deal 
with the matter in its proper and true spirit. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; I rise to give my 
w'holehearted support to this motion, because I think it is quite legi- 
timate. I do not know wliat is the standard of educational qualifica- 
tions that is prescribed by Go%wnment for candidates of sub- 
registrarship. Must they be graduates of the Calcutta University P 
If it is, this seems to be unnecessar^s . If it is I. A., it is also 
equally unnecessary. I think that anybody can be a sub- 
registrar if he knows a little bit of English and Bengali. We are 
tired of graduates, M.A.’s and B.A.’s an<l the like. A graduate 
sub-registrar goes to a village sub-registry office f\ill of ambition, but 
these ambitions cannot be fulfilled in a sub-registry office located in 
the furthest corner of a village. lie does not find anything to amuse 
himself in a village — no cinema — no theatre — no library — no news- 
paper. Jlis life becomes monotonous and naturally his temperament 
becomes choleric and his treatment towards the people turns indifferent. 
I suggest that the maximum qualification for these sub-registrars 
should be Matriculation, because I consider that this is quite enough 
for a sub-registarfu*. In that case there w*ould be no question of any 
grievance against the higher classes because of their treatment towards 
the depressed classes regarding services. I, therefore, suggest to the 
Hon’ble Minister that he will do his best to do away with taking 
B.A.’s and M.A.’s as sub-registrars. The question of efficiency cannot 
arise because it does not require so many qualifications to be a sub- 
registrar, because he has no other duty but to read and put a signature 
on documents beginning with "*Ka$hya kahuliyaii patramidanff 
karjanchaga,*^ 

ftal Bthtdlir KE8IIAB OHANOIIA BANERill : I fully associate my- 
self with the hon’ble mover of this motion and Mr. Jalaluddia Hashemy* 
With reference to an answer given to a question put by an hon’ldo 
member in this House, it might seem that not much has been done m 
the way of giving practical effect to the desire which the Hoii’Uh 
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Miiufter has expressed with regard to the improvemeat of the backward 
classes. The number which has recently been appointed is very 
unsatisfactory. I do not know how many candidates have been 
recruited from among the depressed classes in the various departments 
in charge of the Hon’ble Minister, re.?., Registration, Education and 
other departments. Even in this department the number of men 
recruited from the depressed classes is very poor. I hope that the 
Hon^ble Minister will take into consideration the just and legitimate 
claims of the depressed classes in this province. With these words, I 
support the motion. 

Mr. aHANTI 8EKHARESWAR RAY; I gladly support this pro- 
posal if Government is pleased to make the definition of the backward 
and depressed classes a little more comprehensive, so as to include 
agradhani Brahmins among the depressed classes. If this alteration is 
made in the rules I have no objection. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA; I shall have no difficulty 
in accepting the suggestion made by my friend Mr. Mullick, other 
things being equal, to the depressed classes being appointed, because 
other things cannot possibly be equal. There are many things included 
in the other things, not only educational qualifications but also some 
other things. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I rise to give my wholehearted 
support to the motion of Mr. Mullick. I think we have had enough 
of lip sympathy with the depressed classes from the Government 
Benches. What we w'ant is more practical help. Mr. Mullick has 
assured the House that there is no dearth of qualified candidates among 
the depressed classes, and that therefore there is no question of any 
concessions to them. If under the rules there are qualified candidates 
from amongst the depressed classes I repeat Government ought to show 
more than lip sympathy and evince practical sympathy with this class 
of people and, if necessary, give them more appointments than they 
might be numerically entitled to. 

Maulwi ABUL KA8EM2 We have been told by Mr. Basu that he 
would give his wholehearted support to Mr. Mullick’s motion if he 
could be shown that there were qualified candidates. By qualified 
candidates 1 mean educational qualifications and not qualifications to 
which Mr. Shanti Sekhareswar Hay refers. I think. Sir, that if the 
number of qualified candidates in this community is small to-day it 
is due to the fact that their qualified candidates have not received that 
real S 3 rmpathy which they deserve from the authorities and if a chance 
is given, I mn sure, they will be able to produce, as a matter of fact, 
as many well qualified candidates as any other community. 
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Bibu ifITENDRALAL BANNEII4EE: I am ghd to see that 00 
much Hyrapathy is shown for the depressed classes but I am sorry to 
have to strike a jarring note in the discussion. The reasons given by 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy have, at least, the merit of novelty. He has 
said that, if we have well-educated men as officers, they are sure to 
treat people badly, but if we have officers badly educated, they are sure 
to treat the people well. It is rather a queer line of argument to say 
that men from higher class are sure to have bad manners, w^hile men 
from the lower and depressed classes are sure to have genial and 
sympathetic manners. The experience of the world would seem to be 
otherwise; hut in any case, this argument has the merit of novelty, 
whether it is logical or not. 8ir, it has become a sort of fashion with 
many people to decry educational ([ualifications on any and every 
occasion. I do not wish to stand up for a mere university or college 
career irrespective of anything else. But education certainly is no 
dis(]ualihcation : prirna favie it is proof of some sort of merit; and why 
should you penalize it in the supposed interest of this class or that 
olass? Toil may show as much sympathy for the depressed classes 
.as you w’ill; hut why should you show it at the cost of the tax-payer 
and the general public P If you produce qualified men, certainly their 
qualifi('ations are hound to he taken into consideration ; but so long as 
you do not produce qualified men, how can you possibly ask Govern- 
ment to he indulgent and liberal in the matter of giving appointments 
to the depressed classes at the cost of the rest of the community? 
What case can you make out for protecting the interests of a class or 
^^ommunity at the coat of the efficiency of the public services? 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Bahu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee has introduced a janing note into the discussion, and has 
1 >ut forth arguments which are not fair. My idea is that if multiplicity 
of educational Ijualificatious are to be the criterion of selection, then I 
afraid it w'ill be impossible for anybody except those with superfluity 
of degrees to get these appointments. In public services it is necessary 
to fix the minimum educational qualifications. Subject to that and if 
the minimum educational qualifications are complied with, those w’ho 
had no opportunity should be given an opportunity. In the last 150 
years caste gentlemen have had the monopoly of appointments because 
of their educational qualification; I do not complain. But to-day the 
situation is chhUged. If educational qualifications only are to be the 
sole standard, you will find all communities sending in fully qualified 
candidates ; the depressed and backward classes ought to be given more 
ihan what they have got ;*and if they can put forward properly qualified 
^ndidates, they have got a right to come to the forefront and take 
|>art in the public life. I have every sympathy with the depressed 
classes. If jrou will give them a little more than they have been given 
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in- tite past, you will find that they will make every effort to qualify 
themselves. I am sorry to find that a certain amount of levity has been 
introduced into this discussion. 

-4-30 p.m. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, the members of the depressed classes are 
extremely auxious to fret a certain perientafre of the public service 
and I find that Khan Bahadur Aziznl lla({ue is very sympathetic 
towards them, but he has conveniently forfrotten that by claiming 55 
per cent, of the Government appointments (question) liis own com- 
munity is out to secure the lion’s share. Anyway it appears that 
there is a regular crusade against us, the higli caste Hindus, and that 
is a contingency we must be very careful of. Sir, wbat is backward 
classy Does it not indicate that its members are backward in 
education? The question of untouchability does not arise even if they 
are backward in education, for we do not consider the Mussalmans 
untouchables. Now, Sir, so far as the (Government service is con- 
cerned, I think the only question that has to he borne in mind is the 
question of fitness. Fiducation had always been and is even now 
available to all and if we, the high class Hindus, have be<‘ii able to 
come to the front by taking advantage of the education, we have 
certainly committed no crime. Is there any reason why Wf» sliould 
now be asked to go back? Sir, I think the only criterion for the 
public services should be education and he who has been e(j nipped 
educationally should be taken into the service, be he a Hindu or 
Mussalinan; a Brahmin or a Nainasudra (Question !). Push us aside if 
you can by oi>en and legitimate means. Mr. Mukunda Beliary Mullic-k 
has been claiming privileges for backward classes. I do not know 
whom he tonsiders backward. If by ba»'kward class he means 
T^amasudras, he will certainly find in a few years’ time Domes, 
Methars, Bugdis and otliers coming forward and they will tell the 
INiamasudras : “Tou liave gone far enough; now' stop, for we can no 
longer be left behind.” I therefore strongly urge that no communal 
consideration should he shown in the Government services. All posts 
should be thrown open to competitive examination and let only those 
who secare high places, be appointed. 

Ufa 1C Cv RAY CHAUOHURIS Mr. Guha has tried to side-track 
the real issue, n>., the qualification of candidates for appointment in 
the Ilegistration Department. I say from my personal experience that 
there are* about hundred graduates belonging to the depressed class and 
their claims were put before the Inspectcfr-Oeneral of Eegistration and 
the Hon’ble Minister, but on ea<'h orxasioii they w'ere t^erred to the 
Conference of Divisional Coumuesioners and Manristrates. Unfortunately 
om account of some hack door or other influence the claims of tha 
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depressed classes were overlooked by these Conferences who recommend 
candidates for appointment and we had to appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister to nse his prerogative. 1 suggest that Government should 
take definite steps so that certain number of the appointments should 
go to the depressed classes. 

Mauivi TAIilZUDDIN KHANs Sir, I had no desire to join in this 
debate at all, but I am compelled to saya few words, because my friend 
Mr. P. N. Guha seems to have propounded a new principle of distribu- 
tion of appointments to the various communities. (A voice: Do not 
take him seriously.) It is specially regrettable because both the 
Government and the people of this country are now trying to create 
an atmosphere in which communal tension may decrease. I think the 
exhibition of mentality like what lias been shown by my friend is not 
calculated to decrease the tension that unfortunately exists in the 
country. In making appointments in the public services Government 
is trying to follow a very salutary principle. That principle is that 
there should be no monopoly in the services, there should be no 
preponderance of any class in the public services. Nobody has said in 
this House that educational rjualification should be disregarded. But 
there may be many other things which must be taken into consideration. 
If a man has got the requisite minimum qualification he is competent 
to carry on the functions of his post. Appointments may therefore 
fairly and equitably be distributed to all the communities, without 
impairing efficiency. If all appointments are filled up by competitive 
examination, it may be convenient for a particular class, and I hope 
Mr. Guha will think over’ the matter whether that would he good for 
the country as a whole. I should like to point out that the backward 
classes should have a proper share in the public services if they possess 
the minimum requisite qualification. 

The Hoil*Mt|ir. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: It is very gratifying 
to find that this motion has a strong support from many members of 
this House. Government have been asked to show practical sympathy 
and not to confine themselves to rules. I can only be held responsible 
for the period I have been in office and for the appointments that have 
been made during that period. As T pointed out last year, the 1929 
appointments were not made by me although they appeared in the 
Gasette in my name. They w^ere made before I took over charge. 
Last year I premised that the claims of the depressed classes will be 
fully considered. Ouf of the six non-Moslem appointments that were 
made in 1930 one Namasudra candidate from Pabna, one Mahishya 
candidate — a backward class-^-and a third one from another backward 
class were appointed. So it will be seen that out of the six appoint- 
ments made in 1930, one went to the depressed class and two to the 
backward class. Well, this is a practical proof of the promise made 
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ky ne in 1929. The departmental orders on the sabjeet are that in 
making nominations, special attention should also be paid to the 
of candidates belonging to the backward classes as enumerated on page 
189, volume I of the Report of the Calcutta University Comtoission, and 
to the Anglo-Indian, Indian Christian and Ituddhist communities and 
other minorities. This year I drew the special attention of the district 
officers to the above rule before making appointments and I can assure 
the members of the depressed and backward classes that as long as I am 
in office I shall see that their claims are not overlooked and that they 
get a fair and reasonable share of the appointments in the Registration 
Department. 

The motion of Mr. Miikunda Behary Mnllif k was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


Alis Maulvi Hattaii. 

•all imbu Lalit Kumar. 

•ml, Mr. tarat Ohamtra. 

•anarjii Rai Baliadur Kathab Chamlra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Cbaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mahan. 
Cbaudhurii Mauivi tyad Oaman Haidar. 
Cbaudhury, Mauivi Nuril Abtar. 
Chawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Qhani. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Hartdhan. 
Nadua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
Mathamyi Mauivi tyad Jalaluddin. 


Blaiidyi Mr. E. N. 

Burali Babu Qahul Chand. 

Chaudhuri, Dr. iogandra Chandra. 
Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahzur 
Rahman. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4 . 

Cappingar, Majar^anaral W. V. 

Caapar, Mr. C. C. 

Oain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaa, Babu Satyandra Kumar. 

OaMh Mr. A. J. 

Eaaaan, Mr. Q. A. 

rarapiH, tha Hafi*bla Khan Bahadur 
K. B. M. 

Paaraua, Mr. L. R. 

Baniaii, Rai Bahadur Suail Kumar. 
BiNMimvi, tha HanlHa Alhadj Sir Abdal- 
harim. 

Milabriat, Hr. R. N. 

«aanka« Rai Babadur Badridaa. 

Buna, BBbu Prafttfla Kumar. 

Mia, Mr. P. N. 

Mumar, Mr. C. W. 

MutaB l Ui ^ Mr. R. N. 


Hodut, Kaai Emdadul. 

Haaain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Kamm, Mauivi Abut. 

Mulliah, Mr. Muhunda Bahary. 

Rabman, Mr. A. P. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shahharatarar. 

Raut, Babu Naiani. 

Ray Cbaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Sarhar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mohan. 

San Qupta, Dr. Naraah Chandra. 

Salaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 


Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaxiam AM. 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Han 'bit Mr. A. 

MaClutkia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tba Han*bla Sir Pravaah Ohundar. 
Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu tuk Lai. 

Nag, Mr. K. C. 

Nag, Ravarand g.A. 

Naiimuddin, tha Hon*bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Phllpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prtntiaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu ditandra Nath. 

Nay, Mr. Sgilaawar Singh. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mr. iijay Prasad Singh, 
teadatullah, Mautvl Muhammad. 

Staptatan, Mr. H. B. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

T hampa a ii , Mr. W. H. 

Truvara, Mr. W. L. 


The Ayes heiog 36 and the Noes 44 the moticm was lost. 

[At 4-45 p.m. the Comicil wu adjourned for prayer and it 
TMMemUed at 6 p.m.] 
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The following motion wa» called but not mored : — 

Rai Bahiflur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHERdI: ^^That the demand^ 
of Rs. 21,05^(K)0 under the head *9. — Registration’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,05,000.” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head “9. — Registration” be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the necessity of amending the Muham- 
madan Marriage Registration Act with a view' to fix the realisationa 
made by marriage registrars by way of mnar). 

My object is to draw the attention of the House to the necessity of 
amending the Muhammadan Marriage Registration Act, under which 
Muhammadan marriages can be registered. The registration of 
marriages is not compulsory but optional. Members of this House are 
probably aware that certain officers knowrr'as Muhammadan marriage 
registrars are appointed for the purpose of registering Muslim marriages. 
These marriage registrars do not draw' any fixed salary but they get 
certain fees from the parties who come to register marriages or divorces. 
They only get a statutory fee of Re. 1 per case and there is also a 
provision in the Act that they can accept nazar from the parties. Aa 
far as this provision for nazar is concerned, ii has been utilised in a 
manner which is very extremely undesirable. On account of this pro- 
vision very often the parties are subjected to a great deal of oppression, 
because marriage registrars who are not very scrupulous make a good 
deal of exaction from the parties. I tabled a similar motion last year 
and since then the llon’ble Minister has taken some action. I do not 
know how far the matter has proceeded up till now . If I find that the 
department is taking action which is satisfactory, it will not be neces* 
sary for me to press the motion to vote, but if the Government have 
given up their proposal to amend the Act, T think it is high time for 
the House to consider whether such a provision should be allowed to 
stand in the statute book w*hich permits marriage registrars who are 
not strictly honest to oppress poor people and extort money from them 
by questionable means. With these words I move my motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: **That the demand of Rs. 21,05,000 
under the head ‘9. — Registration* be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy with 
reference to the backward classes).** 

Maitivl ABDUL HAMID SHAH: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head **9.— Registration” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(for intr<^ucing salary system for Muhammadan Marriage Registrars 
andKaiis). 

(He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion.) 

f 
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Til§ HOA’Iito Mr* KHWAJA NAZIMUODINs I shall b« vary briaf 
because there is no time. I am very Rlad to inform the House that wa 
have decided to amend the Muhammadan Marriage Registration Act 
and it will come to the Legislative Department very soon for drafting 
an amending Bill which I hope to introduce into the Council next 
session. It wiB, I hope, contain provisions to remove the objection 
raised by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. But I regret to say that I do not 
agree with Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah to make Muhammadan marriage 
registrars Government .servants on a fixed salary. The reason for that 
is that the registration of marriages is voluntary and the idea is that 
marriage registrars should induce people to come and have their 
marriages registered. Such registration is not compulsory and if we 
give them a fixed salary, they would lose all incentive for inducing 
people to register their marriages and the result would be that whatever 
income a marriage registrar receives now in the shape of voluntary fees 
will immediately go down and Government will have to pay the entire 
cost of maintaining this service without an adequate return in the shape 
of fees as now. In the present financial stringency, it is impossible to 
conceive that we can make tins service a Government service. Thoro- 
fore I hope that in view’ of the reasons I have given Shah Sahib will 
not press his motion. 


5-15 p.m. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by leave of th^ 
Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah was then, by leave of the^ 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFai: That the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head *9. — Registration* be reduced by Rs. 

(to urge the necessity of amending the Muhammadan Marriage Regis-^ 
tration Act).** 


Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: ^Tbat the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head ‘9. — Registration* be reduced by Rs. 100^ 
(general policy and administration — particularly increase in registration 
feee).** 


labu SATItH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHtfRYs ^That the 
demand of Re. 21,05,000 under the head ‘O.'^ Begieiraiion* be reduced 
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by lU. 10 (to raise a discuasion aa to bardahipa on partiea caused by the 
raising of searching fees in particnlar and the charges of registration 
of documents generally)/* 


Maufvi ABDUL HAKIM 8 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Ba. 21,05,000 under the head ‘*9. — Itegistration” be reduced by Re. 1 
(abnormal fall of the registration revenue and realisation of exorbitant 
fees for taking copies of registered documents as well as fees for the 
registration of documents). 

Sir, as far as I can understand 

(Here the time-limit under the head “9 — Registration*' having 
been reached the member resumed his seat.) 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 21,05,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ‘^9. — ^Registration" was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
head *'9. — Registration** were not called: — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI; That the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head ‘9. — Registration* be reduced by Rs. 10 
(policy and general administration of the department drawing attention 
to the fact that the remuneration of extra copyists of the Calcutta 
Registration Oflic’e is diminishing gradually, and that many of them 
have not been made permanent)." 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI; "That the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head ‘9. — Registration* be reduced by Rs. 6 
(prevailing discontent in the Registration Department regarding pay 
and prospects of officers, gazetted and non-gazetted)." 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head *9. — Registration* be reduced by Rs. 4 
(to draw attention to the fact that the permanent copyists and clerks 
of the Calcutta Registration Office submitted a memorial to Gbvern- 
ment, dated 8th October, 1928, which has not been ccmsidered).” 


Haji BADI AHMED QHOWDHURYl "That the demand of 
Ba. 21,05,000 under the head *9. — ^Bogistratipn* be reduced by Be. 1 
(moreaae of regiatration fee and difficult oi ordinary man to 
yoBtitar).** 
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llwilvf ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of 

Ba. 21,05,000 under the head ‘9— Rep-istration’ be reduced by Re. 1 
^necessity for buildin|f rest-houses for women attending for 
registration)/’ 

MftOiYi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFill: ‘ That the demand of 

Rs, 21,05,000 under the head ‘9. — RegiHtration’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw attention to the necessity of posting able and experienced 
senior sub-registrars at the subdivisional headquarters with a view to 
giving them powers to hear registration api>eals).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHs “Tliat the demand of 
Rs. 21,05,000 under the head ‘9. — Registration’ be reduced by Re, 1 
(to criticise the policy of Government in recruiting inefficient sub- 
registrars ) . ” 


9A.<~Schaflulad taxes. 

The Hoifble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of Hie 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 16,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the^ head “9A. — Scheduled taxes.” The 
details of this demand will be found on page 72 of the Budget Estimate 
and on page 37 of the Financial Statement. The main item of the 
demand is the payment of Rs. 15,000 which we make to the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club for the collection of the betting tax from book- 
makers and from the totalisators. In addition to this, we have had to 
provide Rs. 600 as the cost of printing entertainment tax stamps by the 
Security Press at Nasik. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIs I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 16,000 under the head “9A. — Scheduled Taxes” be reduced by 
Rs. 16,999-8. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 16,000 under the head 
^*9A. — Scheduled Taxes” be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy involved in the 
betting tax collection). 

Sir, this pernicious vice of horse-racing is of British import and was 
never khown in this country before. It is they who are directly 
responsible for the introduction of this vicious habit. Sir, in the course 
of my speech yesterday, I alluded to the excise revenue as derived from 
immoral sources. 1 should like to repeat the same thing with regard to 

U 
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the rereiiiie derived from grambling in ike race couMs aiid ike et^di- 
ture aflked for realising it also bears the taint of immorality ^ Racing 
may be a form of amusement to the Europeans, but it is the direct 
cause of the ruination of the middle classes in Bengal. Sir, thin 
legalised vice has really caused the ruin of many a happy family in and 
around Calcutta. 1 know of several people with whom the racing habit 
has become a second nature. It is unfortunate that even zenana ladies 
of some good families in Calcutta have imbibed the racing habit and if 
money be not forthcoming on the racing days, they would not hesitate 
to pledge their ornaments for going to the races. Sir, under the 
Indian Penal Code every form of betting or gambling is a crime, but I 
do not understand why horse-racing should not be classified as such. 
Is it because the Europeans are fond of it that it has been excluded 
from the category of crimes? My European friends can very well 
afford to participate in the betting of horses as they have got enough 
and to spare in such frivolous luxuries, but poor Bengalees are the 
unfortunate victims of the betting habit. One may ask then why do 
they go to the race grounds if they cannot bear the blunt of the blow? 
To this my reply would be — the temptation of sudden gain to become 
rich in a few hours like Alibaba of the Arabian Nights naturally 
catches the fancy of the majority of the people. It becomes difficult 
wutli them to resist the temptation. Pray do not tempt the people and 
help to plunge them headlong into the gulf of ruin. Is it not the duty 
of the (Government, I ask, to discourage and penalise l>etting and 
horse-racing and thereby save the people from inevitable ruin? 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; On a point of order, Sir. 
Bone my friend mean that if the sclieduled taxes are refused, horse- 
racing will cease P 


Mr. Be Oe CHATTER4EE: On a point of order, Sir. Do amend- 
lead to taxes or to horse-racmg? 


Mn PRBBIDHITs These are not points of order but nevertheless 
very amuaiag. (Langhiar . ) 

IBN NARtm 6HAN0RA BIN CUPTAl I do not want to iq[>eak 
exoept for the purpose of putting a few straight questions to the Hon’ble 
Hr. Harr. I know that the tax does not encourage racing or betting 
at the races. The tax wants to make an income out of the racing. 
The question that I want to ask is; Whether the Hon’hle Mr. Harr 
realises the tremendous amount of mischief which betting at the raoea 
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^oing and whether if he realiaes it? Is it his intention or the inten« 
tiiHi of Government to take any steps about itP These are straight 
<|uestion8 a^hich I am asking and I hope I shall receive straight answers 
to them. 

Tht Hon’iHe Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I may at once say that people who 
go to the races and gamble beyond their means certainly harm them* 
selves. But there are also people who go to tlie races to enjoy them- 
selves and bet because they can afford to do it. It would be unfair to 
penalise the one because the otlier bets beyond his means. It has been 
argued that the introduction of this tax has given rise to the practice 
of betting on horse-races. Every one knows that gambling and betting 
on race courses have been going on for very many years here in Calcutta 
and elsewhere long before this tax was introduced. We saw a chance 
of raising money for provincial funds by putting on a tax and, instead 
of encouraging betting, this tax has definitely discouraged it. Ever 
since the tax was introduced, we have noticed a steady decrease in the 
figures of receipts both from bookmakers and totalisators not only in 
Calcutta but elsewhere. Therefore, I hope that Dr. Sen Gupta and 
Rai Mahasai will support me in continuing this tax. 

The motions of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai were then put and lost. 

The* motion that a sum of Hs. 16,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ^‘9A. — Scheduled Taxes’* was then put and agreed to. 


XIII, 15, 16(1), 16 aiiif 55.— Irrigation. 

Tlw Hon’bia Mr. A. MARR: In the absence of the Hoii’ble Alhadj 
Sir Abdelkerim Ohuxnavi, and on the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 44,83,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the heads ‘‘XlII.— Irrigation— Working expenses/' 
“15. — Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue/' 
“15 (1).— Other revenue expenditure financed from famine relief 
grants/' “16.— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Works financed from ordinary revenue" and “66.— 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Em^nkment and Drainage 
Works not charged to revenue." 

KImmi RilUMlur Mauhri AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 

fiemaiid » of Bs. 10,98,000 under the head “16. — Irngation-^-Oiher 
revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue" be reduced by 
Bs. 1,000 (t6 draw attention to the failure of the deportoient to tackle 
t|ie two outetaiiding irrigation problems of Bengal, vw., water-hyacinth 
Mmd the dead and dying rivers). 
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Sir, at the very outset I may congratulate the Hon’ble Aihadj Sir 
Abdelkerim Ghuznavi, Member in ebaige of the Irrigation Department, 
for being more responsive to popular voice in the Department of Irriga- 
tion. We were accustomed in the past to a department which was 
governed by the greatest Delta Engineer in the world and we were 
accustomed to see that whatever the people wanted the Delta Engineer 
had different views about it. Sir, 1 was tempted to include another item 
in the reasons given by me for moving this motion and that in addition 
to the two outstanding problems mentioned in my amendment I was 
tempted to put another pioblem, nanmly, the problem of Mr. Addams- 
Williams. Fortunately just before the lludget the problem ceased to 
trouble us. I ecngiatulete Heiigul that Mr. Addams-Williams has left 
for g(M)d and I certainly (ongratulate the Hon’ble Member-in-charge for 
saving Bengal from more expenditure on account of this gentleman. 


5-30 p.m. 

Sir, under Mr. Addams-Williams’s regime, whatever the people 
considered to be good for themselves, was opposed by Government. I 
think it is perfectly well known to the Hoii’ble Menil)er in charge of the 
Irrigation Department with what difficulty two very important projects, 
viz., the Sirajganj Protective Scheme and the Noakhali Protective 
Scheme were taken up much against the wishes of the 
department. Sir, a change in the mentality of the department 
should be brought about, so that it may be a little more 
responsive to public opinion. I personally, Sir, bad been a member 
of the Standing Irrigation Committee for two years, but when a 
man like Hon’ble Sir Ghuznavi was unable to bring Sir William 
W’ilcocks and Mr. Addams-Williams together and get them to reconcile 
their respective views, there was no hope for a lesser fry like myself. I 
remember, Sir, that the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irrigation 
Department in a meeting of the Standing Committee expressed the view 
that the points raised by Sir William Wilcocks will be carefully con- 
sidered by Mr. Addams-Willianis, who would give his opinion thereon 
subsequently. I want to know what has been done in regard to the 
points raised by Sir William Wilcocks. I submit, Sir, that with the 
departure of Mr. Addams-Williams, the time has come for a thorough 
reorganisation of the department ; the time has come when stocks should 
be taken to see y^at improvements can be made for the future. 

Now, Sir, I want tt) draw the attention of the House to two outstand- 
ing problems concerning both Eastern and Western Bengal. If one 
goes to the Eastern Bengal districts he would realise that Eastern 
Bengal^ which was once considered to be the granary of Bengal, is tm 
the verge of ruin on account of the havocs wrought by the water-hyacini}i 
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pent. Sir, I do not want to make any sugf^estion for tackling the prob- 
lem, but when the Hon’bie Member was the Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department he discussed this matter from various points 
of view, but nothing has been done since he left the department. Now 
that he is in charge of the Irrigation Department, I hope he will take 
it up as an irrigation project. Navigation has become very difficult, 
and any one going to Dacca from Narayauganj will find that the 
steamers pass with great difficulty. Unless steps ore taken at once to 
eradicate this evil, most of the river channels in Easiern Bengal will be 
completely choked up. The problem is the same in my district as well 
as in the neighbouring districts. 

Then, Sir, as regards the dying and dead rivers, I submit that unless 
Government tackles the problem, a solution is not possible. It is still 
possible to resuscitate the dying rivers during the rainy season by clear- 
ing the weeds in the channels, and by opening up fresh Channels, which 
was originally the idea of Dr. Bentley. 

I have moved my motion with a view to drawing the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member-in-< harge to the importance of tackling these two out- 
standing problems. Now* that he has got respite from the task of fight- 
ing his own expert advisers, T hope he will take up the matters in right 
earnest. 

Sir, on a perusal of the Irrigation budget, one would find that a 
large amount of money is spent on establishment. The outstanding 
fact remains that the establishment charges are becoming more and more 
heavy as years are going by and it is certainly time to consider whether 
the establishment charges should not he reduced, consistent wdth economy 
and better work of the department. 

The Hon’ble Alhail] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I very 
much regret that I w^as not here to move the motion which was put 
down in my name, and so I could not avail myself of the op[)oriunity 
to explain b> the members of this House the various activities of the 
department. In that event, Sir, perhaps Khan Bahadur Axixul Haque 
would not have found it necessary to move his motion, but since be has 
spoken, I think it right that I should refer to the two points which he 
has brought forward. 

Sir, at the outset he was good enough to offer his congratulations to 
me on the fact that a particular officer of Government is no longer in 
the department. Sir, congratulations are always welcome, as they tend 
to creafb a calm atmosphere and recently we have been hearing a good 
deal of the benefits of such an atmosphere, and as such I should like to 
thank the hon’ble member for his congratulations. But I may point out 
to him that this particular officer, Mr. Addams-Williams, has done 
his very best to the department. He has devoted the best portion of his 
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life to the ftervice of tkif country'. He had thorcmghly studied all the 
important questions concerning the department during the time he was 
here. I do not claim that he was infallible and mistakes aro apt to be 
committed by us all and after all to err is human but to forgive divine. 

Sir, the two points to which my friend has referred deserve special 
attention, namely, the w^ater-hyacinth problem and the dead and dying 
rivers of Bengal. I can assure the members of this House that there is 
no one who feels more strongly than I do that these two important 
problems should be tackled as quickly us possible. 

With your permission, Sir, T should like to give a brief history of the 
water-hyacinth problem since 1924. When I was appointed a Minister 
in that year, I was in charge of the portfolio of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries and it was the fuiu'tion of that depaHment to deal with this ques- 
tion. At that time we heard of a wonderful spray which, it was claimed, 
was the only remedy for eradicating this pest. It was decided to buy 
from Mr. Griffiths all the rights of his spray for a large sum of money. 
At that psychological moment I came on the scene; and I wanted that 
a conclusive experiment should first be made with this spray to test its 
merits, before spending so much money from the public revenues in 
buying it over. On payment of a very small amount of money we were 
able to obtain his i>ermisHion to experiment with it. After experiment- 
ing for seven or eight months, it was found that it did not possess any 
of the virtues which w’ere claimed for it: and the spray was dropped. 
In the meantime, the Ministry was wrecked. 

When 1 formed my second Ministiy in 1927, it was my fixed purpose 
to take up this matter earnestly and seriously and, if possible, to bring 
alK)ut a solution of this problem. After consulting the officers of the 
department and other experts I decided to call a c*oiiference at Dacca, 
to which I invited officers of the various departments and many gentle- 
men wlio took iatfrtst in the matter and belonging to various shades of 
opinion. The members of the Swaraj party and other parties were good 
enough to join the conference and give me their support. At that con- 
ference we came to certain conclusions; certain working plans were 
drawn up and it was more or less decided that a Bill should be 
introduced. The Ministry was again overthrown at this stage and the 
problem remained unsolved. Therefore, Sir, it will be seen that every 
possible step was taken by me to deal with this matter. 

I am, Sir, back here again, although in charge of another depart- 
ment. It is not the Imiiction of the Irrigation Department to deal with 
the water-hyacinth question ; it is |N‘imarily the function of the Agri- 
culture and Industries Department. But in spite of that, the moment 
I took over the portfolio of Irrigation I felt that if I could poseiMy 
tackle the water-hyaeiuth problem so far as it was within the purview of 
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Irrigation Department, I should not lose that opportunity. Mem* 
bars of this House are awai% that a committee of experts was appointed 
to go into the question of the reorganisation of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. That committee sat and submitted a valuable report. They 
ndvof^ated the creation of a Waterways Trust, one of the functions of 
which would be to tackle the water-hyacinth problem. You will see, Sir, 
that nothing has been wanting on my part to rid Ilengal of this pest. 
No body is more conversant than myself \>itb the difiiculties of naviga- 
tion in the eastern part of the province, from which I come and of 
which I am very proud, and the havoc that has been brought about by 
water-hyac*inth. I was told, Sir, by Mr. Ilurrows, the then Collector nt 
Faridpur — a very capable officer — that the “lilac devil “ was responsible 
for causing damage to agriculture alone in that district to the extent of 
nearly Hs. 40 lakhs annually. 

I stated all these facts in order to show that I am fully alive to the 
situation. 

I want to explain something with regard to the current demand. 
In the first place owing to financial stringency no new work, except 
improvement of the rx)hajang river costing Rs. 11,248 and new' surveys 
at a cost of Rs. 4,000, has been provided in the next year's budget. As 
regards the former, undertaking had been given in this House that 
Government would take early steps to clear the han in the Ix)hajang 
river and that undertaking has had to be carried out. As regards the 
latter, it is miscellanoous survey in connection with the drainage prolv 
lems of the country and the provision made for it is the normal annual 
provision w'hich is indispensibly necessary. 

As regards works in progicss, provision bus l)een made in the next 
year’s budget for completing the Dhutkhali sluice, sectional officers’ 
quarters at Mow'a, Balichak and Contai and for clearing outstanding 
liabilities in connection w’ith the Gobra Nulla project already completed. 
Completion of the reconstruction of the Manicktolla, Beliaghatta, Narkel- 
danga, Alipore and Chilpore bridges is of utmost importance. Provi- 
sion has accordingly been made next year for the Government share of 
the cost of these bridges. Funds have also been provided to continue the 
work of reconstructing the Fltadanga bridge and to carry on surveys 
now in progress. 

Under head **56 A” provisions have been made next year for 
continuance of the works in connection with the Damodar and Bakreswar 
canals. It is expected that the Bakreswar canal will he fully opened for 
irrigation and the Damodar canal partly opened in 1982. These two 
works, as I said last year, are lieing financed by borrowing money from 
the Provincial Loans Fund. 
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As for maintenance and repairs, tools and plant and establishment, 
only such sums have been provided as are abwdutely necessary. 

I would also say that owing partly to want of funds and partly to 
paucity of staff, this department cannot at present undertake any new 
works of public utility of large magnitude. It is for this reason that 
the Berai irrigation scheme in Bankura, Satkahonia irrigation scheme 
in Burdwan and the scheme for semi-canalisation of Alaipore khal in 
Khulna have not been included in the next year’s budget. The House 
is aware that the IiTigation ('ommittee which was appointed by Govern- 
ment submitted its report with recommendations for the improvement 
of the navigable waterways of the province which are about 20,000 miles 
in length and concerning the drainage, irrigation and embankment 
problems whereon the economic life of much of this country largely 
depends. These waterways in Bengal include what I may call major 
waterways. 

Well, Sir, I should now like to state how far this question of the 
establishment of a waterways trust has progressed. It will l>e in the 
memory of the members of this House that last year wdien I had the 
privilege of speaking on the budget I told the House that various public 
bodies and asH(»ciations w’ere consulted in the matter and the Irrigation 
Department w'as asked to prepare a draft of the Bill after which it 
would be sent to the Legislative Department. I may also recall the 
fact that in July last year there was a meeting of the Waterways Stand- 
ing Committee when I had the privilege of mentioning that after receipt 
of the criticisms of the various public bodies that have been consulted 
the consideration of the Bill will be taken up. Government asked for 
the views of the following ( ominercial and public lx)dies: — 

The Bengal Chanilier of (commerce. 

The National Chamber of Commerce. 

The Indian Chomln'i- of Conmiene. 

The Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. 

The Chittagong Chamlier of C'ommerce. 

The I. G. N. & R, S. N. Co., Ltd. 

The Bengal Mahajan Shabha. 

The Marwari Chamber of Commerce. 

The Marwari Association. 

The K. B. Rivers Steam Service, Lid. 

The Calcutta Trades Association. 

The Indian Merchants’ Association, Chittagong. 

The Central National Muhammadan Association. 

The Jhikargacha Kapilmoni Steam Company. 

The Bengal Assam Steamship Company. 

The Calcutta Port Commissioners, 

The Calcutta Steam Navigation Company. 
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The views of important public bodies have been received and the 
volume of correspondence between Go'^ernment and all these companies 
and associations is so great tliat it must take a considerable time before 
Government can come to a definite decision on all the details that have 
been advanced. The various pointa that have been put forward are 
mainly in the first place the question of finance and a budget for the 
waterways trust. Secondly the constitution of the Trust. After all these 
points are settled the consideration of the details of the Bill will be 
taken up. From this it will be seen that a large amount of labour is 
involved in getting the materials ready in order to enable Government 
to bring foiward a Bill. I mention all these things to show that we 
have been taking the greatest care and every possible measure to advance 
this ivork so that there should l>e something similar tO the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. What has been done for Calcutta by the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust will, I hope, be done by this Waterways Trust for 
the waterways of Bengal. 


Now, Sir, certain other points have been raised during the debate, 
and with your permission I should like to say a few words alwut them. 
It was said that noUiing had lieen done in connection with the dredging 
of the river Dhaleswari and that river training was not receiving 
sufficient attention of Government. I should like to draw the attention 
of Mr. Satyendra Nath Das who said this. It is not correct to say that 
river training round ab<»ut Dacca was not receiving sufficient attention 
of Government, For nearly 20 years Government has l>een taking action 
in preserving the Dhaleswari and Buriganga cdiannels with a view to 
keeping navigation along those channels open throughout the year and 
supplying water to citiisens and villagers along the banks. At present 
even in these days of financial stringency nothing less than, say, 
Rs. 17,500 is being annually .spent for bandalling the shoals in these 
rivers with the object of scouring tbern out. Regarding dredging an 
earnest attempt to dredge the offtake of the Dhaleswari near Porabori 
was made in the year 1918-19 by employing the biggest dredgers of those 
times and Rs. 53.004 was spent. It w'as found that within two or three 
years this channel tally choked up and did not result in any benefit. 
Similarly, the Buriganga entrance was dredged more than once. Here 
too it was found that the river selected a course different from the 
dredged channel for its offtake. This attempt too was not much ol a 
success. In 1927 the dredger Alexandra was employed in dredging the 
Buriganga and considerable lengths near Sadarghat, Posigola and 
Pangaon were dredged, the total cost being Rs. 69,039. The Postgola 
shoal is being dredged once in two or three years and this costs on an 
average Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 4,000. Besides the above, a comprehensive 
scheme for dredging the Buriganga and Dhaleswari was prepared for 
Bs. 14,75,000 but it was not sancticme<l having been considered not 
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technically sound. The real diidculty in these spiU rivers is thi^t nuecha* 
nieal dredging alone cannot keep them alive unless one is prepared to 
spend enormous sums of money over them which can only be afforded 
with a very rich exchequer and when the results derivable from them 
are commensurate with the Wnefits. Even then one must be prepared 
to repeat these dredgings once in fout- or five years if the channels are 
to continue. It is expected that with the formation of the Waterways 
Trust these rivers will receive all the attention they deserve. 

I should like to mention just one or two other matters which were 
referred to in the speeches of some of the members during the budget 
discussion, when owing to indifferent health I was unable to attend. I 
have seen the notes that were taken and just wish to say a few words. 
Khan lluhudur Maulvi A/.izul Haqiie referred to certain figures which 
he said he could not understand. If he would kindly see me or the 
Secretary in our office we should he very pleased to explain to him how 
all these figures have l)een obtained and we would he very pleased to 
epend hours together and l)e very happy to receive any suggestions that 
might be put forward. 

KhifI Blhtrfur Mtlllvi AZIZUL HAQUZs In the absence of the 
Hon^hle Member I handed over a paper to the Hon ’hie Mr. Marr 
euggesting certain changes in the budget. 

The Hon’ble AIImuIJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: If it is a 

reasonable request I shall he willing to accept it, hut subject to my 
getting that paper which is not yet liefore me, I regiet I cannot make 
any promise. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: With your permission, 
Sir, may I ask the Hon'bl© Member one question? I find that a provi- 
iion of Hs. 81|000 has l>een made for the establishment charges of the 
dredgers Cowley, Bftrdwan, and Eonaldnhuy, w^hereas the Dredger 
Division w^hich is supposed to be ib charge of these three dredgers 
•hows an expenditure (if over a lakh of rupees on establishment charges. 
What is it due to? 

Tha Non’Ma AthadJ tir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am quite 
prepared to answer the question, but if I begin it will take a very long 
time. So, as I haye said if he would come to my office, I should be very 
glad to give him the information and should be very happy to receive 
any reasonable suggestion that he might put forward, but if it ia for 
•inking the dredgers in the Bay of Bengal, then that is another matter. 
(Voices: We are all in favour of doing so.) Possibly, but I doubt 
arhetber it would be wise to imitate the Germans at the Scapaflowl 
These dredgers have been in existence for some time. 
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I say these dredgers have (ome to us as a legacy and surely the 
sins of our predecessors, if any, should not be visited on us. As we have 
got them we have to manage them and I am trying to do what is jK)S8ible 
with them. These dredgers have been pui^hased at a cost of 
Rs. 1,18,00,000 and of this figure the cost of the Ronaldshay alone is 
something like Rs. 58,00,000. The figure shows the total amount that 
was spent on the dredgers. 

The histor}' of the dredgers is this : The Ronnld»hu\f was purchased 
with the sanction of the Secretary of State for the (Irnnd Trunk Canal 
and the maintenance of that canal itself. Cowley was pundiased for the 
general waterways in the district of Khulna and the rivers in the 
Sundarbans; lJurdwan was purchased for dredging the small rivers in 
the province. It is intended to make them over to the proposed Water- 
ways Trust. There is no doubt that the necessity for having a dredger 
like the Ronald shay no longer exists but when it w^as purchased it w^as 
thought that there would be need for it. It is possible that some saving 
can be eflecte<l by reducing the staff, etc., hut I may say that these 
dredgers are doing some work in Bengal. Roniddshay, as the House is 
aw’are, has been made over to the (lovernment of India and Ihtrdwan is 
doing splendid work in the canals, but the other dredgers are not sitting 
idle or in fact are not doing nothing. In 1921) they dredged alamt HCJ 
miles 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: How many cubic feet 
does that come to? 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I have not 
got these figures with me at present hut I promise to give them, to the 
hon’ble member later, if wanted. 

I have tried my best it) explain matters as much as possible to my 
friends, so I do not think there is any case for pressing this motion 
at all. 

I have dealt with motion No. 175 but there are other motioua 
Nos. 176, 177, 178, 181, 182, 184, 187, 198 and 196 more or less similar 
and I hope I shall have the privilege of speaking on those motions later. 

With these words I oppose the motion. 

Rai iahater KE8HAB CHANDRA BANlRdl t I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 10,98,000 under the head “15. — Irrigation — Other 
revenue expenditure, ete.“ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention 
to the inadequacy of provision and the failure of ibe department to 
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tackle the problems of the dead and dying rivers in Bengal with special 
reference to the condition of rivers and other waterways in the districts 
of Dacca and Mymensingh;. 

The motion is plain enough and it does not require any elaborate 
treatment at my hands. My object in moving this motion is to draw 
attention to the inadequacy of provision and the failure of the depart- 
ment to tackle the problems of the dead and dying rivers in Bengal with 
special reference to the condition of rivers and other waterways in the 
districts of Dacca and Mymensingh. 

You, Sir, are well aware of the difficulties we, in East Bengal, have 
been experiencing on account of the gradual silting up of the Dhale- 
swari, Buriganga, Sital /jakhya, the Brahmaputra and other smaller 
waterways. 

The Hon 'hie Member has paid a glowing tribute to the work that has 
been done by Mr. Addaras-Williams as Chief Engineer of the Irrigation 
Department. But I regret to have to join issue with him so far as Mr. 
Addams-Williams’ achievements are concerned. The only achievement 
that can be attributed to him is the purchase of a few dredgers at a 
heavy outlay of money and the results obtained do not appear to be 
commensurate with the expenditure incurred. Mr. Addams-Williams 
visited Dacca on many an occasion during the last ten years and assured 
us that the question of improvement of tliese rivers was receiving the 
attention of Gcvernment and that the estimate relating to the Dolai khal 
canalisation scheme was under examination. More than a decade has 
elapsed hut no tangible action has been taken for their improvement 
except that fitful dredging operatioovS were carried out in the Dhale- 
swari and the Buriganga alamt three or four years but the action taken 
was not followed up by further dredging and bandalling operations, 
with the result that the little improvement that was noticeable has 
disappeared. During the visit to Dacca in January, 1930, of the 
meml>ers of the Irrigation Committee, the imjwrtance and necessity of 
continuing the dredging operations were brought prominently to their 
notice. Although the question of river improvement was not within the 
scope of their investigation, yet they saw with their own eyes the 
deplorable state of things in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh and 
the difficulty of navigation in those parts. 

Before I close luy observations, I desire to point out that under 
orders contained, in letter No. 5154-1, dated Slst October. 1917, Eai 
Bahadur Saileddra Nath Banarji who was then in charge of the 
Bouthern Circle, was' deputed to carry out an investigation into the 
drainage conditions of the area lying between the Dhaleswari and Padma 
rivers. The Government letter concluded as follows: ‘‘The object of 
tie investigation is to consider whether it is possible, and in what way, 
to imimve the sanitation of the area between theee rivers or to imfHove 
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navigation facilities lu the Dhaleswari, Buriganga and the numerous 
khals to the south, especially with a view to the possibility of opening 
a short cut between the Padma and the Dhaleswari/* 

Rai Baha<lur S. N. Banerji after a protracted investigation submitted 
a report but up till now nothing has practically been done to give effect 
to his reconimendatious. In this connection T would like to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Departineiit 
to the opinion expressed by Mr. L. Birley, i.c.s., who was formerly 
Collector of Dacca. In his letter to the Commissioner of Da(*ca Division, 
No. 4201, dated the 4th March, 1914, he stated: “It is the general 
-opinion, and I have no doubt the correct opinion, that the source of all 
the trouble is the fact tliat Manikganj subdivision is a country of dead 
and dying rivers ; the most unliealthv thanas in the district are Hari- 
rampur, which is traversed by the moribund Ichamati, and (Iheor, which 
is traversed by the old bed of the Dhaleswari. These areas have been 
subject for many years to epidemics of cholera and ma!laria. But the 
fact which has during the past year particularly drawn the attention 
of the public to the condition of the rivers is the rapid deterioration of 
the Dhaleswari river whicJi comes out of the Jumna a short way outside 
the north-west corner of the said subdivision and traverses the subdivi- 
sion from north-west to south-east. 

The immediate effect of tliis deterioration has beeii a very serious 
hindrance in communication between Dacca and Manikganj, and a 
consequent difficulty in the cheap imjmri of food grain and its distribu- 
tion throughout the subdivision. This has been one of the causes of a 
considerable ri.se in prices and accounts partly for the fact that prices 
are much higher in Manikganj subdivision than in other parts of the 
district.*’ 


With these words, I strongly recommend that dredging and bandal- 
ling operation should lie carried out by the Irrigation Department. 

You will perhaps remember. Sir, that a few years ago a committee 
called the Dacca-Mymensingh Rivers Improvement Committee was 
appointed to advise on the question of the improvement of these rivers 
and you, Sir, were kind enough to preside over the deliberations of the 
conference held under its auspices and you know better than anybody 
else what difficulties we have been experiencing for a long time past. 
But the recommendations of successive conferences have not been yet 
given effect to. The question of the canalisation of the Dolai khal hat 
been banging fire for many years, and the sanitation of the city of Dacca 
it closely bound up with the improvement of this canal. 

The Hon’ble Sir Ghuznavi in reply to a resolution moved by my 
friend Mr. Satyendra Kumar Das for the canalisation of the Dolai khal 
did not hold out any hopes as to when the Government would take up 
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the scheme. Sir, we have waited lor many years but no action by way 
of relief ie yet forthcoming and Government on account of financial 
stringency is unable to give a definite assurance when they w'ill be able 
to take the matter in hand. 1 do not wish to dilate upon this question 
any longer, because it is too well known to Government to require 
further elalwration. 

In view of what I have said, I hope an assurance will be forthcoming 
from the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department that 
when the finances of Government will improve the question of the 
improvement of these dead and dying rivers will be taken up by 
Government. 

With these remarks, I commend mv motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

[At 6-15 p.ra. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-26 p.m.] 

BabU SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, while rising to support 
the motion that has been ably moved by my esteemed friend Rai 
Bahadur K. C. Banerji I would submit that, as one interested in the 
improvement of the dead and dying rivers and waterways in the 
important districts of Dacca and Mymensingh, for improving the 
health and sanitation of the second city (Dacca) of the province which 
I have the honour to represent on this Council, I feel that it is my 
incumbent duty to bring the question of the dredging of rivers 
Dhaleswari and Duriganga and the canalisation of Dolai khal at Dacca 
once more prominently to the notice of the Government. I think that 
the Hon’ble Member is aware that owing to inaction of the Irrigation 
Department this year, the mouth of the river Buriganga has been 
blocked this year by the formation of a char thereby making direct 
communication with Dacca by main river route extremely difficult 
during the seneon. 

The Hoii’ble Member lias just now said that dredging operations 
are taken up once in every four years, as four years have passed sinoe 
last dredging of Buriganga aoid Dhaleswari was done during 1927, 1 
would like to know definitely whether the dredging of these rivers 
will be started this year. 1 would also like to have a definite 
reply as to when the canalisation of Dolai khal at Dacca will he taken 
up. With these words 1 support the motion. 

Moulvi TAMIZUDDIM khan: I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 10,98,060 under the bead **15. — Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenues’’ be reduced by Bs. 1,000 
(problem of reviving the dying rivers of the province with particular 
reference to the indecision in regard to the Chandana and the Upper 
Ooomar improvmnent schemes in the district of Faridpur). 
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My object in moving this is to raise a disensaion on the problem 
0f reviving the dying rivers of the province, with special reference 
to the indecision of Government in regard to Chandana and the Upper 
CoOmar improvement schemes in the district of Faridpur. 


Sir, the revival of the dead and dfying rivers of the province is, I 
think, the problem of all problems. The solution of this one problem 
is sufficient for the solution of many other crying problems in this 
province. Now, so far as the proper appreciation of the importance 
of this problem is concerned, we have no quarrel with the Hon^ble 
Member-in-charge. He is perfectly alive to the importance of the 
question and I think steps are also being taken which are satisfactory 
on the whole. Still this problem is of so much importance that it 
requires reiteration and we should lose no opportunity of drawing the 
attention of Government to bestow more attention than hitherto has 
been done to the solution of this great problem. Sir, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Azizul llaque has apportioned the problem of water-hyacinth 
and that of the resuscitation of rivers between two parts of the pro- 
vince. He says that so far as water-hyacinth is concenied it is mainly 
a problem of Eastern Bengal and as far as resuscitation of the dead 
and dying rivers is concerned, it is a question of Western Bengal. On 
the whole, my friend is quite right, but I would refer to one district 
which, so far as this particular thing is concerned, suffers from dis- 
advantages of both East Bengal and West Bengal — I mean the district 
of Faridpur. So far as that district is concerned, we ind that tlie 
rivers running through the interior of this district are either dead or 
dying and so it is going to share the same fate as many districts in 
Western Bengal. So far as the water-hyacinth evil is concerned, the 
southern part of the district is the worst sufferer from the pest. We 
have heard from the Hon’ble Membei^in-charge that according to the 
estimate of Mr. Barrow, the then District Magistrate, in one single 
year the loss in agriculture caused by this pest was simply appalling. 
It was aa much as Bs. 40 lakhs. So far as this district is concerned, 1 
would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member-io-charge to the 
condition of two rivers, particularly the Cbmnda&a and the Upper 
Coomar. The attention of the Hon’ble Member-in-charge is no doubt 
idready directed to tiie improvement of these two rivere, bat tlie delay 
in coming to a decision as to tbe schemes for the impeirmnent of theee 
two riteri is to my mind inexpticaUe. It has taken over three years 
to come to a decision. Of course under the presmit condition of finance, 
we cannot expect that all these schemes can be taken up just now. 
But my grievance is : why is there so much delay in coming to a 
decision F If a decision is arrived at, then I think when finances 
improve, these schemes may be gradually taken in hand. I hope I 
shall get a satisfactory reply from the Hon'hle Member-in-charge. 



m 


DEMANDS FOB OBANTS 


[I9m UAJum, 


BOm H£M CHAMORA ROY OHOUDHURI: 1 beg to moTe that 
the demand of Re. 10,98,000 under the head “15. — ^Irrigation — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenues” be reduced by 
Rg. 100 (to raise a discuggion about the failure to devise a workable 
scheme for the protection of the Noakhali town and the want of a 
provision for necessary protective measure). 

Sir, criticisms have often been levelled against this department 
questioning its efficiency in discharging its functions to the satisfac- 
tion of the public. Failure of its experts to devise a workable 
ficheme for the protection of the Noakhali town is one of the instances 
which justifies the criticisms. In support of my contention, I will 
read a few lines from the speech delivered by the Hon’ble Member-in- 
charge of the Department during the last August session of the 
Council. He said: “For several years past, there has been going on 
erosion of the Noakhali town with alarming rapidity. The attack has 
hitherto been from three sides of the town and many valuable Govern- 
ment and private buildings worth several lakhs of rupees had been 
destroyed. Both the Public Works Department as well as the 
Irrigation Department have been giving anxious attentions to the best 
way of saving the town and the conclusions they have arrived at till 
last year were that many lakhs of rupees would be required to con- 
struct any protective work* to save the town and even at that, chances 
were doubtful and alteranative was to remove the headquarters which 
again would involve an expenditure of some 15 to 20 lakhs of rupees.” 

But I tell you, Sir, fortunately, Noakhali public liad little faith 
in the opinion of the experts. Had they remained inactive and did 
not take any initiation in the matter, I would have had no occasion 
to urge the Government to take further steps. They rather became 
desperate and were not prepared to lose their properties w ithout making 
at least any experiment at a reasonable cost. They devised the bund 
scheme, some of their representatives approached the Hon’ble Member 
at Darjeeling and then a deputation waited on His Excellency the 
Governor. The Government was, however, convinced about the 
immediate necessity of some protective measure being taken up and 
as its experts could not suggest any such measure at a reasonable cost, 
the Government was persuaded to extend its sympathy to the scheme, 
though the Government refused to undertake the responsibility of 
working it out and of its consequences. The local district board and 
the municipality came forward and took up the responsibility. After 
considerable delay necessary permission being received from the 
Government, they conjointly with the Town Protection Committee 
immediately began the work by the latter part of January, 1930, and 
within a few days, that is, by the last week of February, the huge bund, 
1,200 feet in length, 50 feet wide at top with maximum height of 80 
feet, was finally closed with the immediate result that the channel 
below the bund was gradually silted up and erosion oeaaed. 
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The cost of the bund with sluices at both ends and dressing of some 
eatiating khals was originally estimated at Es. 30,000, of course with* 
the idea that the whole work would be completed within the winter 
season. But as the work had to be started ver>" late in season and 
Enished very rapidly under most adverse ciroumstanees when spring 
tides became high and most furious, breaches occurred twice after the 
E)*st closing operation and hence actual cost exceeded the estimate. 
Shortage of fund was being keenly felt and thus sluice gates could 
not be fixed at the eastern side of the bund and some existing khala 
could not be dressed. The Government was being repeatedly wired 
for the promised contriliution of Rs. 15, (MM) only, but the Oovemment 
could not actually pay tlie amount ])efore tin* last week of May. On 
receipt of the contribution, however, necessary materials for sluice 
gates were ordered for. But before (he slui<‘es could be fi.\ed and 
khals dr€‘ssed, monsoon set in and abnormally heavy rains began to 
pour in continunlly for several days during the middle of July. So, 
as the arrangement for drainage of surplus rain watt‘r could not be 
finished in time, water accumulated on lands above the bund. The 
Town Protection Committee apprehending great loss to the agricul- 
turists cut out a narrow channel at the eastern side of the ]>und in 
order that surplus rain water might be discharged through it. But 
unfortunately it took a serious turn and repeated attempts failed to 
close it down. But the town has been saved and char,^ have been 
formed along its affected sides. I must here congratulate the Ilon’ble 
Member — had he not firmly stood against the opposition from the 
department, Government properties worth several lakhs of rupees, not 
to speak of private properties, would have been lost. 

If the official version as regards the marvellous results of the bund 
scheme be otherwise, I wo\ild request the Hon’ble Member to pay again 
a kind visit to the town and see personally the improved condition 
of the affected area. But it is now apprehended and I believe the 
District Magistrate's report to the Government will bear me out that 
If something more be not done before the coming rainy season, we 
may lose not only the chars already formed but mainlands may again 
be rapidly eroded. Two courses are now open to the Gov<»mment — 
either to help the bund scheme to be worked out in all its details or 
to take up some other scheme immediately in order that it may be 
finished before the coming rainy season. The bund scheme has 
already been tried and the public is well satisfied with the good results 
it has yielded and reasonably expects more help from the Oovemment 
for bribing the scheme to finis. A contribution of, say, Rs. 50,000 
may be sufficient for strengthening the bund, dressing some existing 
khals and fixing some more sluices. The department may raise a 
voice of protest and tell us that the estimate is too low and the pro- 
posed works will not be sufficient to prevent water-logging. But our 
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past experience is that the Town Protection Committee has got more 
practical wisdom and is less extravagant than the experts of the 
Government. 


6-45 p.m. 

The town and the neighbouring villages are for the time being 
saved from the erosion at a nominal cost of, say, Bs. 50,000 or 
Bs. 55,000, w’hereas Government experts advised the Government to 
shift the headquarters as it was according to them impossible to be 
protected at a cost which was not prohibitive. 

The public has of course no fipecial fascination for the bund 
scheme; they simply want that something, sufficient for the protection 
of the town, be immediately taken up, whether it be a private scheme 
or one devised by Government experts. If the prestige of the Govern- 
ment experts be injured in case the Government accepts a private 
scheme and patronises it, public will not be less enthusiastic in help- 
ing the Government to carry out its own scheme if of course it be suit- 
able to their purse. But they have already got bitter experience of 
the dilatoriness of the Government experts in tlie matter. These 
experts have already taken one year’s time for making survey and 
preparing maps and reports and if they take one year more for devising 
any practicable scheme, nothing will he left for their precious scheme 
to save. Sir, I shall be lacking in my duty if I do not tell the House 
that the public of the town and its surrounding villages have already 
suffered mucli owing to the erosion. Most of them had to shift twice 
or thrice owing to repeated attacks. They Ijave already contributed 
to the fund of the bund scheme about Rs. 15,(K)0 and in addition to that 
they have contracted loan to the extent of about Rs. 7,000 over and 
above the liabilities of more than Rs. 8,000 for the price of the 
materials of the sluices, etc., purchased, whereas the Government has 
contributed only Rs. 15,000 with the benefit of saving its properties 
worth several lakhs of rupees. The proportion of its contribution is, 
therefore, far less than the benefit it has derived. Public may not, 
therefore, favour any scheme under which they may have to contribute 
a large amount. 

With these words I appeal to the Hon'ble Member not to shelve the 
question on the plea that the Government has been giving serious con- 
sideration lo matter as it has been doing for many years past and 
that it will present before the public a scheme which wOl permanently 
benefit the public, or that the Government is now short of fund. We 
know Government is often amenable to the policy of “penny wise and 
pound foolish,** If the Government does not protect the town from 
erosion, construction of a new town will cost according to it some 
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]EU. 15 to Bs. 20 lakhs. But we hope the Hon’ble Member will etieni 
his sympathetic hand to the public as he has done before and thereby 
help the public to save their hearths and homes. 

With these few words, I recommend my motion to the House for 
its acceptance. 


Maulvi HAS8AN ALI: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 10,98,000 under the head *‘15. — Irrigation’" be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw the attention of the Government to drainage problems of the 
province and the conditions of the dying rivers of Bengal). 

Sir, the object of my placing this motion before the House has 
already been indicated by me. 1 want to draw the attention of the 
Government as well as the attention of the Council to the condition of 
the rivers, khals and water channels of the country and the drainage 
problems of Bengal. I know, Sir, that the problems are very serious 
and at the same time very big and too big to admit of any satisfactory 
solution by a layman. Yet 1 believe that it is a problem in which the 
people of Bengal at large are vitally interested and upon the well 
meaning solution of which the happiness and prosperity of the country 
depends to a very large extont, and therefore it will not be without 
any advantage, 1 think, if I offer some remarks on the question. 

Sir, we are all aware that Bengal was once a '^nadi-matrika desk** 
— an expression which is so very significant to every son and daughter 
of Bengal that it needs no further commentary. And what we find 
to-day y 

The whole river system is dying out, all the khals are l^ing silted 
up and the result is that the areas which were once prosperous, 
flourishing and teeming with a happy smiling population, are now 
depopulated, and turned into hot beds of malaria, small-pox, cholera, 
kala-azar and other fell and ugly diseases wdiich have made their 
permanent liomes in the once wealthy, healthy and beautious breast 
of Bengal. The House is well aware, Sir, that there is a very close 
connection between the agriculture and health of the province on one 
side and the rivers and water channels on the other in Bengal. 

With the dying and decaying rivers and the natural water out* 
lets of Bengal, her agriculture and health have also been dying and 
decaying. I need not say much more on that score, because, Sir, that 
is a subject which has been elaborately dealt with by Dr. Bentley in 
his admirable book and also by Sir William Wilcocks in hie 
memorable speech delivered last year at Calcutta, which have become 
by this time public property of Bengal. 

Now do we find, Sir, in the budget that Government is doing any- 
thing by way of giving any practical shape to the suggestions of these 
responsible gentlemen like Bentley and Sir William Wilcocks f 
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No. We do not find anything of the sort in the budget. Sir, 
looking at the budget figures when we go into the details of the working 
expenses on the ‘^Irrigation head” we find that working expenses 
are meant to cover the expenses required for the purposes 
of reconstruction of some bridges, e.g,, Chitpur Bridge and 
Narkeldanga Bridge, etc., and for repairs and reconstruction of 
some officers’ and clerks’ quarters. Coming to the irrigation canals, 
we find that some expenditures have been budgeted for the maintenance 
and repairs of Miduapore Canal, Hijli Tidal Canal, Calcutta and 
Eastern Canals, Sundarbans Steamer Route and Madaripur Bil Route. 
Then comes the expenditure for repairs of dredgers. That finishes, 
Sir, the whole business of the Irrigation Department of Bengal with 
a sum of ten or twelve lakhs of rupees at its disposal for the irrigation 
purpose. I do not know what provision the Irrigation Department 
has actually made with regard to the drainage works, menti(ui of which 
has been made in the first portion of page 13 of tlie red book given 
to us, in tliese words ‘’Drainage works under which are comprised all 
projects for relief of water-logging not directly <“onue(‘ted with any 
particular irrigation system, whether for agricultural or anti-malarial 
purposes or for both.” I searched in vain, Sir, for finding out if any 
provision has been made for any drainage works for purposes men- 
tioned at page 13 of the red l>ook. I find no provision anywhere made 
for the purpose, Sir. The subject that the dying rivers and water 
channels of Bengal should be revived by all means has been discussed 
on this floor times without number. But, Sir, I do not know whether 
Government has shown any definite move or has shown any anxiety 
even ns yet towards the matter. No, it has not. On the other hand, 
the Government have brushed aside the recommendations of responsi- 
ble officers of it like Dr. Bentley. Sir, I do not know how long 
this callous attitude of the Government towards this life-and-death 
problem of Bengal will continue. But things have come to such a 
pass that the sooner the Government takes up the matter in hand, the 
better. 

With regard to the condition of things in my side of the province, 
i,e,, North Bengal, things have grown worse and much more appalling. 
I would mention only two rivers and one nala, Sir, although there are 
many other dying and dead rivers on this side of the province. One 
is the Atrai river passing through the districts of Dina j pur and 
Eajshahi and the other river is the well-known river Earatoya. At 
one time these’ two rivers were very important rivers and very flourish- 
ing and the localities through which they flowed were also very 
flourishing and prosperous in point of agriculture, trade and commeioe, 
health and wealth, — in all respects. 

Now with the dying and decaying conditions of the rivers, these 
plaoea have been reduced to a very lamentable condition. I will cite 



mh] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


2AB 


only one example, Sir. I believe the subdiviaion Balurghat in the 
district of Dinajpur has been known to all by this time. Three or 
four years back only there was a famine or scarcity, as the Famine 
Code would have us name it, and there was an adjournment motion 
moved in this House in order to draw attention of the Govenunent to 
the acute distress of the people. Some of the hon^ble members here 
mif(ht well remember how people of the place were on the verjfe of 
selling their sons and daughters for satisfying (he fire of Iiunger and 
how some people at least actually sold their minor sons for few morsels 
of food and how people in order to queiicli their thirst liad to take 
recourse to squeezing mud wrapped intc» gamchns. That scarcity of 
food crops and drinking water was due to the want of rainfall conse- 
cutively for three years. And for the last few years these vast tracts 
of lands are being visited more or less with these difficulties and 
distresses. 

And wliy 'r The cause is not very far off to seek. Tlie Atrai which 
once was in a flourishing condition passed through these villages 
supplying drinking water to the people in abundance and at the same 
time fertilising the paddy fields with her li(|uid bounty. Now the 
river is dying and the concomitant with it is the scarcity of water, 
scarcity of food crops and famine. 

Lastly, Sir, I like to mention one khal in the Dinajpur town 
itself. It is known as Ciliagra naJa, It runs almost tly’ough the 
middle of the town. It is known to exist at one time as a small river 
or a rivulet in a flowing ctmdition naturally draining away the 
insanitary matters from the town, and thus contributing tow’ards the 
health and prosperity of the town. And what do we find now? You 
all know that Dinajpur has been proverbial for malaria. Experts after 
experts have held that the dead condition of the Ghugra is the cause 
of the town’s being a hot bed of malaria and other diseases. Schemes 
after schemes have l>een submitted by the municipality for re- 
excavating the streamlet; but the Government have paid no practical 
heed to it as yet. 

Sir, the jmsition of the district of Dinajpur will be much more 
easily realised if I recall to memory* an imagery of 50 years back 
only. The population of the district was 32 lakhs years back. 
Now the population of the district is only 17 lakhs. Half the 
population has been reduced within half a century-~one is simply to 
shudder to think. 

And; Sir, what can such a depopulation of the district be due to 
except to the dying rivers of the district? 

With these words, Sir, I want to press before the House that it is 
high time that the Government should come forward with a definite 
move to take up the drainange problem of tbe province. 
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Mailivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, I shall begin my remarks by 
saying that this is a proposition which is so very important that 
Government cannot be too careful about it. The problem of reviving 
dying rivers is of great importance to Bengal. It is not only the 
problem of Bengal, but it is the problem of other countries as well. 
It has been the problem of the United States and it has been the 
problem also of Germany, because Germany and the United States 
depend on their internal rivers not only for the health of the people 
but also for the economic salvation of their countries and for the 
development of their internal trade. Therefore, Sir, a country which 
consists mostly of bare lands naturally depends upon the rivers for its 
prosperity. Sir, silt is checking the flow of the rivers in Bengal — I 
mean the various rivers that take their rise from the Ganges which is 
the jfreatest feeder of the rivers, at least on the western side of the 
country. I had a mind to discuss the matter in fuller detail when 
taking up my own motion regarding the inability or rather the want 
of intention on the part of Government to take up the Bhairab 
Drainage Scheme, for which Rs. 2G lakhs was sanctioned by the 
Council on the last occasion. You will find, Sir, that the source of 
the Matabhanga 


Adlournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Friday, the 20th 
Marcli, ]{)31, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Prooeediiigs of tiie Bengal Legislative Oounoil aseembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 20th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. President (the IloiCble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of SantoslO in the Chair, the four Hon ’hie Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 119 nominat- 
ed and elected meml)er.s. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: AVith your permission 


Mri PRE8IDENT: Order, order. A new member has to be sworn 
in. 


Oath or affirmation. 


Tile lollowiiif^ member made an oath of 
Cniwn : — 


Mr. AV. C. AVords WORTH. 


his allegiance to the 


8hort Notice 8tarred Question 
(to which oral answer was given). 

Tea Industry. 

M50A. Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: (a) Are the Government aware 
of the serious crisis which has arisen in the tea industry owing to the 
collapse of the market P 

(b) Are the Oovemment aware that the Government of Assam have 
made representation to the Goveriimeiit of India on the subject 
requesting the Government of India to cable the Home Government 
recommending the imposition of duty on non-Empire grown tea!' 

(c) Are the Government of Bengal • considering the advisability of 
supporting the action of the Government of AssamP 
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MEMBER in charge of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the Hcfi’ble 
Mri A* Marr)S (a) Government are aware that the fall in prices ia 
likely to react on the tea industry. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The Government of Bengal are prepared to accept the action 
taken by the Government of Assam. 

Mr, W, L. TRAVERS: Are the Government aware that the total 
value of tea imported into India is Rs. 70 lakhs while that of tea from 
Java is Its. 20 lakhs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I am sorry Government have no 
information. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the heads ‘‘XIIT, lo, 15 (1), !(> and 55 
Irrigation” was then resumed. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, the question that has been 
raised is an important one and deserves careful consideration. As I 
was pointing out yesterday the problem of countries intersected by 
rivers and of countries which depend for their very existence and for 
their inland trade on rivers deserves careful consideration of this 
Council. I have cited the instances of Germany and America where 
similar conditions as exi.st here prevail. 

Sir, rivers are regarded with feelings of reverence. The Tiber in 
ancient Rome was known as Father Tiber; to the Indians the Ganges 
is known as Mother Gauges and I beg to submit also that in the old 
ballads of Germanic intertribal feuds we find reference to the Rhine as 
Father Rhine. This show’s the reverence in which important rivers 
were held by people in olden times, and more so in Bengal where the 
rivers are a question of life and death to the people of the province. 
The flow of the Ganges water into the plains of Bengal was unrestricted 
formerly and rivers were flourishing but there are many rivers now 
dead whose very situation shows that at one time they were very- 
important rivers. Those rivers used to carry away the surplus portions 
of the Ganges ^ter at the time of floods and with these the plains of 
Bengal were watered.. The courses of rivers were kept open to internal 
traflio carried on through countr>^ boats and this produced plenty and 
gave an incentive to trade with other countries and also helped irriga* 
tion. These surplus waters of the Ganges flowed down the rivers and 
watered the plains and thereby fertilized the soil; and kept the land 
haalthy: so that malaria which is now so very prevalent and hat 
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rBndered uninhabitable some of the districts of Bengal which were at one^ 
time regarded as sanitariums was unknown at the time. This prevalence 
of malaria in those tracts of the country is due to the checking of flood 
water that formerly used to flow down the river Gauges. The 
natural waters that flowed down the Gauges at first fertilijsed the 
soil by depositing silts and also deei)ened the depth of the rivers by the 
rapidity of the flow. But now these surplus waters of the fliHuls cannot 
flow down the rivers, and this is tJie result of what Government has- 
done to check the floods that occur in Bengal from time to time. At 
times there have been high tides and exceptional floods, and drawing 
certain conclusions from the occurrence of such floods in particular years 
Government without knowing their business and without really knowing 
the science of river systems began to raise embankments on the banks 
of big rivers. The result of this was that the surplus waters of the 
rivers could not flow down and the plains were no longer watered, ami 
small rivers which were connected with the big ones became decadent 
and stagnant and caused diseases such as malaria, et<'. While Nature 
wanted to clear the surrounding land of its impurity by washing away 
the dirt with plenty of water, Government cliecked the flow of water by 
embankments. But what has been the results If the bank levels of 
rivers were liigh, floods also were high and when the embankment gave 
w*ay the whole country was submerged and cattle, hearth and home w'ere 
all w^ashed away, and many found themselves destitute of all, with the 
result that there were misery and famine and all sorts of trouble that 
human beings are heir to. You wdll remember, iSir, that such floods 
occur only in certain periods of time. I remember the floods of the 
Ajai, the Damodar, and the North Bengal floods. In all these floods 
the heavy mass of water Iwing unable to flow naturally down their 
courses flcmded the whole country and destroyed cattle, vegetation and 
human lives besides bringing misery and ruin upon the land. Govern- 
ment met these AcmhIs by erecting em^inkments and these embankments 
obstructed the natural water channels — especially the very high 
embankments of the railways in North Bengal which suddenly and at 
unexpected times produced such floods that it was imjmssible for human 
beings to stop them. The best course would have been — as has been 
done in countries w’hich are subject to frequent floods — to cut channels 
out of these embankments and not to obstruct Nature in her course — 
as imme people in their pride of power chose to do— to cut out 
channels and let out the flood water in such a way and at such places 
as not to produfte any floods or wash away railway lines or homesteads 
so that it could fertilise the soil as it did in the olden days. But Govern- 
ment perhaps did not understand this and therefore we find that right 
across the mouths of even very important rivers in Bengal, I mean^ 

Bhairab, Eapatakshya, Jalan^i, Matha Bhanga, embankments were 
raised in order to save railway lines, while outlets of surplus waters 
weald have saved the country. But Government did not do that but 
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wanted permanently to check this flow of water by embankments, and 
now in consequence they find themselves faced with a problem which 
it is almost impossible to solve; so that these floods have become a 
menace to Government. I would therefore beg to suggest that the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation will take serious notice of this 
fact and if Government wish to save Bengal they have got to change 
their irrigation policy. They must find out natural outlets for the flood 
water and not check them and waste the silt. For this purpose a 
scheme was sketched out by that eminent authority on Irrigation, Sir 
William Wilcocks, viz.j the Ganges Barrage. If you put a barrage 
right across the mouth of the Ganges in the rainy season the waters 
would flow to the country all round and be diverted to channels that 
feed the principal rivers in Bengal such as Matha Banga, Jalangi, 
Bhairab and many other rivers which would do the work of flushing the 
country and removing all diseases. The cost you will incur in raising 
one single barrage across the Ganges will repay all the cost that you 
are incurring — fruitlessly incurring — on erecting embankments and 
throwing away good money after bad. This scheme was opposed by the 
eminent Engineer of the Irrigation Department who is fortunately not 
here to-day. I personally went to him and discussed the matter with 
him but found that it w^as impossible to convince him. However, as 
that gentleman is aw'ay, I submit it to the Hon’ble Member for Irriga- 
tion and request him to take up the matter in right earnest. The people 
of Bengal have suffered much. My district is being gradually 
depopulated. We have brought it home to the power that be that the 
people of Jessore are diminishing to the extent of 10,(lb() a year, and 
during the last 10 yeais more than a lakh of people have been lessened 
and whereas in IKSo tiie population of Jessnje was a little over 21 lakhs 
the pre.seiit census shows that it is much less than 18 lakhs. If this 
process continues it is only a matter of c alculation wdien this ancient 
district w^hich bus a glorious record in history wdll altogether be 
depopulated. Government wull then lose a large amount of money in 
revenue and it i.s bad economy. A resolution was j)assed in this Council 
recommending a grant of 2() lakhs of rupees for the reclamation of the 
Bhairab but, Sir, it has been safely lying in the Secretariat archives; 
nobody has taken any notice of it. If I go to the Minister for Local 
Self-Government he refers me to the Irrigation Department and if I go 
to the Irrigation Department I am referred back to the Local Self- 
Government Department. In this w^ay- the matter has been shelved and 
I find myself in this difficulty 

[Here the member Imving reached bis time-limit, resumed bis seat.] 


MUHINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Ra. 10,98,000 under the head “16, — Irrigation’* be reduced 
bv Rs. 100 (lor not makinir anv nrovision for the excavation of Aurora 
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khal in the Arambagh subdivision of the Ifooghly district and also 
to draw attention of the Government to the failure of the department 
to tackle the problems of the dead and dying rivers in Bengal specially 
those in the Hooghly and Howrah districts). 

Sir, it is to be regretted that the Irrigation Department is in a 
very deplorable condition. I believe it to be the most irresjmusible 
of all the departments of Government. The name of the department 
is also a misnomer. To this depaiiment irrigation is of minor 
importance, navigation, embankment and drainage being its chief 
concern. These works consume the bulk of the funds allotted to this 
department — Irrigation receiving the smallest share of its attention, 
I should ask the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to segregate irrigation from 
the other departments and give it a free scope. Navigation of channels 
is the conceni of the Marine Department and it can be safely transferred 
to it^ — the work of embankment can legitimately be taken over by the 
Revenue Department and drainage by the Puldic Works Department. 
Irrigation should have a separate department of its own. On its 
successful admini?>tratioii depends the tnie welfare of the nation and 
the economic development of the j»rovince. The dead and dying rivers 
of Bengal stand as a token of living disgrace to any (dvilised Govern- 
ment in the world. No long ago it was a count ly of plenty and 
abundance, whi(‘h inspired the Great Baiikim Ohandra to coinjiose the 
memorable national anthem — Band f-Mata ram — in which this land is 
described as ''Sujalatu) sufalanf/ sa»ya samolauy M ataram ^ The 
criminal negligence of the Government is responsible iii bringing al»ou< 
such a disgrareful .state of things. I know’ AVest Bengal thoroughly 
well. The condition of its river system, specially thn.se of Hooghly, wag 
the subject of my special study. The history of Hooghly is the 
histor\’ of its rivers. I have carefully studied the physiography of the 
district which enabled me to understand what unbounded influence the 
livers exerted on the liealtli and prosperity of the people. The great 
epidemic fever of the early sixties which devastated my district has 
been rightly assigned to the silting up of its rivers. This riparian 
district is a flat alluvial plain intersected by a large numljcr of rivers 
and rivulets. The Hooghly, the Daraodar, the Dwarakeswar and the 
Bupnarayan are the four main arteries of the district having innumer- 
able veins or tributaries which served as main drainage channels and 
helped the irrigation of the countryside. For sheer, neglect and in- 
difference of Government rivers like the Saraswati, Kana Nadi, Behula, 
Kunti Nadi, Kausaki, Kana Damodar. Mundeswari, Kana Dwarakes- 
war, Sankara, Jhum-Jhunii, ^irnodar, Tarajuli, Madaria and scores of 
other sti-eahis and important khals like the Aurora have been allowed 
to be silted up. Formerly the main stream of the Hooghly flowed 
down the Saraswati as far as Sankrail below tbe Sibpur Botanical 
Gardens. The Saraswati played an important part in the history of 
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Bengal. On it stood Saptagram — once the royal port and capital of 
West Bengal, till the Saraswati silted up, due to the engineering folly 
of the Dutch in the Sixteenth Century in excavating a canal from the 
Kidderpore beinl <-f the Hooghly to join it with the Saraswati at 
Sankiail which caused the silting up of both the Adi-Ganga and the 
Saraswati. Saraswati was till then a mighty river capable of accom- 
modating sea-going vessels alongside its river walls where the cargoes 
were h*aded and unloaded. It was the “Ganges Regia” of the ancient 
Romans, and was described by Ptolemy as an important seat of com- 
merce in the East. It is now a tiny river almost silted up. The old 
bed of dead rivers which become stagnant pools during the rains and 
the silting up of the tributaries which drained the water of the surround- 
ing countries are the main causes which contribute not only to the 
notorious unbealtliiness of the district, but also helped to deteriorate the 
productivity of the soil. The countryside which once smiled with 
plenty and abundance now wears a desolate aiipearance. 

Sir, (luring my oveusens tour in some ol His Maje^ty's c<»]onial 
possessions I paid a visit to Ceylon. I was simply struck with the 
ancient irrigation system of that beautitul island inaugurated two 
thousand years ago by King Parakram Pali u— a de>"endant of Bijoy 
Singh — one of the noblest sons of iiiv district, nay, of Bengal — the 
Conqueror of Ceylon. King Parakram Balm on the occasion of his 
ascension to the throne declared that he would not allow a single drop 
of W’ater to flow’ into the sea until it has been utilised to the fullest 
extent for the benefit of his subjects and the result has been marvellous. 
They still ('ontinue to exist — a living example of inigational engineer- 
ing of the olden days. 

Sir, here in Bengal the ever bountiful Nature gave us one of the 
best irrigation systems in the world through hundreds (»f rivers and 
streams and Mother EaHh was equally bountiful and the country 
enjoved plenty smd peace. Then in the vvords of Byron 

“It was a goodly sight to see 
What heaven bath done fer this delirious land, 

W'hat fruitvs of fragrance blush on every tree, 

What goodly prospects o’er the hills expand.” 

But, Sir, thi*ough the neglect and indifference of our rulers, these 
Nature’s gifts are dead and dying. Sir, it is useless for me to dilate 
on the callous ^difference of the Government in the 'iolution of these 
vital problems which^ confronted Bengal at the present moment. The 
criterion of good government does not rest on the maintenance of law 
and order alone. They must realise that mechanical efficiency in 
Government is certainly not the main, not even the most important, 
purpose of the British Government in India. The sole faiion d etr^ 
of the existence of the British Government in India is, as it has been 
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in the past, the capability of the Government to improve the material, 
and moral well-being of the general body of citisens. The moment 
thie glorious object is lost sight of that verj* moment the moral justifi- 
cation to rule India vanishes and the death-knell of the British Govern- 
ment in India is rung. 

Sir, the irrigation problem, the problem of the health and wealth 
of a nation, has been relegated to the cold shade of neglei't and indiifer- 
ence. ISo money could be found to revive the dead and dying rivers 
of Bengal. Highly beneficial irrigational projects have been left in 
the lurch to find money for the pundiase of white elej»hants, I mean the 
unproductive dredgers, the ( owley^ Ihfrdwan and the I^onaidshay, 
upon which ci-ores of rupees have been wasted and lakhs upon lakhs are 
being spent over tludr maintenance. This huge waste of public funds is 
crippling the limited resour(‘e»s of the piovimu*, without any (orrespond- 
ing benefit to the country. The sooner they aie got rid of, the better 
for the prosperity ot tlie land. I doubt very luiudi whether the revenues 
of Bengal will expaiivl t(» such an extent as to make it po-^sible to solve 
the irrigation problem of Bengal. The best thing would be to raise a 
loan on the lines <jf the FnitcMl ]*rovin<‘es Government for finaiu’ing 
productive irrigation schemes and save the country’ from death and deso- 
lation which .stared them in the face. It would be unfortunate if my 
appeal falls on deaf ears. I should here like to point out that where 
their own national need was direly felt, the Government did not 
hesitate to incur an unproductive War debt of L'33 crores of rupees, as 
a burden on the Indian Exchequer. Would it be too much, if we feel 
the dire necessity of saving the nation who me dying faster than the 
English soldiers during the Great War? The proposed loan will, 1 
think, 1^ more profitable to Government than projects like the Grand 
Trunk Canal, which has happily been abandoned, and invcHtment in 
costly dredgers. It would undoubtedly increase the taxable capacity 
of the nation. 

3-30 p.m. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAIt I beg fonnally to move that 
the demand of Rs. 27,15,000 under the heads “15. — Irrigation” and 
“XIII. — Working expenses*' be reduced by Rg. 101 (condition of the 
rivers and river systems and the water-logged areas in the Hooghly 
district and how this affects agriculture, sanitation and communication 
and the present policy and w’orking of the Irrigation Department with 
special reference to the waste of public funds in the maintenance of the 
dredgeh). 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Millivt NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUF^IS “Thai the demand of 
Bs. 27,15,000 under the heads *15.— Irrigation* and *XIIT —Working 
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Expenses’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw attention to tbe miserable con- 
dition of the rivers Jumna and the Dhaleswari and their channels and 
the effect of the same on water communication, etc.).’’ 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Bs. 17,55,000 under the head * 55 . — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw immediate attention that 
the famous river Kapotakshi is in a dying condition so that steam navi- 
gation has become allmost impossible owing to water-hyacinth peril).” 

Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it makes one feel fierce and 
furious M’hen one considers the extraordinary apathy of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal towards the Irrigation Department, and if there is one 
thing which makes one desire that the control of the Government should 
pass into the hands of the people at an early date, it is the manner in 
which this Irrigation Department has been administered in the past. I 
do not believe in burning incense at the shrine of any living member, 
but I must confess that our indignation is considerably lessened by the 
fact that to-day we have a Member-in-charge who is anxious to put the 
department on a firm basis, we hope we have an understanding Secretary 
as we have a competent Chief Engineer who can be said truthfully to 
be a deltaic expert, and who we trust will not dissipaie the money of 
Bengal so cruelly and extravagantly as hi> predecessor. Now it is a 
great tribute to Mr. Addams-Williams that wlienever we speak of the 
Irrigation Department we speak necessarily of him. He wa^ the life 
and soul of a dead department, and the result is that his name is indis- 
solubly bound up with all the criticisms against the department. Now 
I would rather let him be; let us start with a clean slate and leave 
l>ehind that horrible nightmare. Let him re<t in peace. I will not 
have him disturbed even in his sleep by a consciousness of that masterly 
inactivity that has destroyed Bengal. He was a good workman, a good 
draughtsman <md could calculate with imaginary figures, his e.stiinate8 
had nothing to do with actualities. He lived in a dreamland of hii 
own. He was an engineer, but no administrator. As I once said 
before, and I repeat it, he was so made that he lost sight of the wood in 
the contemplation of the trees. The great mistake which the Govera- 
ment made was to entrust the policy of the Irrigation Department to 
such as he, and the result is what we see now. It was not his fault, 
his horison was limited; within his limitation he worked hard and 
conscientiously. Let us give him that credit, now that he is away; 
although had he been here I would not have refrained from dilating 
upon his shortcomings. An hon’ble member has referred to one mistake 
of his; I could refer to a dozen with the greatest ease, that have caused 
or would have caused incalculable barm to Bengal. But as I have said^ 
let us put him by and go forward. 
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let “US not then deplore the legacies left by Mr. Addams^Wiiliams. 
But there are so many that unless we set about rectifying them wo 
shall be at sea. The Hou’ble Meiulaer speaks of a Waterways Trust* 
He has spoken of that for some considerable time, so have we. He 
speaks of much ground that has to be cleared. We realise it. We 
shall welcome that Timst, but honestly, we are not satisfied with the 
progress. Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to consider the appoint* 
ment as soon as possible of an Emjuirj- Committee? This is essential 
and I hope the Hon’ble Member will not turn it down. Government 
has no irrigation policy; there are plenty of haphazard schemes; there 
are a number of white elephants, there must be a thoiough inquiry 
before the Waterways Trust can operate. I remember in the old, old 
days, in a Council even more co-operating than this, but certainly in 
those days when this Cfmncil enjoyed a greater prestige than now, in 
those old, old days when I had the honour of being one of the four that 
led the opposition, the Government at our suggestion appointed a com- 
mittee to go into the working of the Police Department, yea, even the 
Police Department, that sacrosanct department whose administration 
none but special eyes may behold — and is it too much to expect that 
the Hon’ble Member will consider the apf»ointment of a Committee on 
Irrigation? Thus and thus only can the problem of all dead and dying 
rivers and the problem of hyacinth be tackled. Let not the Hon’ble 
Member consider this a reflection upon his administration — the Irriga- 
tion Department has been neglected by the Government ns a whole and 
something must la* done. I do nid know who is responsible for the 
distribution of monies, Imt it is certain that the Irrigation Department 
w'ould have got more had it ix’cupied that importance in the eyes of Gov- 
ernment which it should. And the manner in which this department has 
been neglected is a condemnation of Government a.s a whole. Now the 
irrigation problems are diffenuit for the various parts of Bengal. In 
East Bengal it is a problem of erosion, the training of mighty waters, 
and how is that tackled? Is it a secret that Serajganj and Noakhali 
were both doomed to destruction if the HonHde Member had not 
stepped in? To-day the problem of Noakhali is urgent and pressing. 
Government must find the money. If after all that the people have 
done, after all the sacrifices they have made; if after victory is in sight, 
the town comes to havoc because Government will not help the people 
at this stage, then woe to this Government. It is a matter of the very 
existence of the city and its people; the amenities of existence will come 
later, such as education, public health and so on. But, of course, if 
what is wanted is opportunities to build Government buildings when 
the present ones are engulfed by the waters and give more work to the 
Hon^ble Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui that is a different matter. All credit 
is due to Hr. Obaidtillab of Noakhali that in teeth of the opinion of 
the greatest deltaic engineer in the world, he had the courage of his 
conviction to hold that the erosion was not due to the Meghna but to 
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the Noakhali khaL The bund placed across the khal which has cost 
the Government Rs. 15,000 and the public Rs. 40,000 has for the time 
being saved the town, and more than that has benefited the villagers 
by keeping out salt water. When the bund was breached, the poor 
Tillagers collecting pice and annas got together Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 3,000 
And filled the breach. Sluice gates and excavation of a few khals to 
c&Tvy away the flood water will do the work. A little timely expendi- 
ture will help in building up the chars that are already forming, and 
save from destruction property woith Rs. 50 lakhs, of which 
incidentally the Government is the proprietor of Rs. 10 lakhs. When- 
ever the Irrigation Department commences its operations it begins 
with a grandiose scheme, which means it can never work at all, for so 
much money cannot be spent on small objects. The case of Noakhali 
is urgent, and I suggest, if money cannot be found from anywhere, 
ihat part of the money allotted to the nefarious Damodar canal be 
transferred to this. The Damodar canal matter is not so urgent and 
a lakh and a half from its allowance will lie all to the good, and will 
save Noakhali. 

The problem of est Bengal is that oi dead and dying rivers. 
Again the (juestion is that of life it'-elf, and it is surprising how the 
Irrigation Department has been neglected hy the other branches of 
Government, and how little Government as a uhole has realised its 
responsibilities towards this department. While in several places the 
railways have been responsible for the decay of the river.-^ ; for drought 
as well as of floods; for arresting the natural flow of water, in others 
the raising of embankments started first with a view to reclaim the 
apill areas and thus throw open more land to cultivators, has been 
responsible for their decay. The re.sult has been that although some 
lands have been reclaimed, much more land has been thrown out of 
cultivation and entire districts have become depopulated, fever- 
etricken, pestilential, and a hell on earth. As a great Civilian once 
told me, I will not take his name, I call him great because he had a 
large heart, and he will be able to identify himself if he ever comes 
across these words — Government has failed to justify itself in West 
Bengal, for it has failed to perform its primary duties, namely, to 
keep the districts alive. To-day, Murshidabad, Nadia, Hooghly^ 
Howrah, Burdwan, Midnapore and several other districts have become 
pestilential areas, and Calcutta will soon become one with the decay 
of the Bidya^hari. Now what is the remedy — the embankments must 
be lowered as far as possible and gradually done away with; the spiU 
areas should be th^wn open to do their natural work ; the rivers must 
be made to flow as before. - A.s Sir William Wilcocks put it, the red 
rich w’ater of the river must combine with the flood water to spread 
over the land, and then run back along its different channels, keeping 
the rivers well scoured and the surrounding areas healthy and fertile 



DEMASms FOB OBAWIS. 


ini-] 

iHA newly deposited silt. This must be done and a scheme must be 
framed accordingly on these lines. This principle must be consciously 
accepted. This matter has been considered in the Council before. On 
several occasions I have expiated on this principle in fuller detail — 
the Council has endorsed it and is it a wonder if we consider we have a 
grievance if Government still do not move in the matter. It was a 
great day for Bengal when Sir William Wilco<'ks consented to come 
to Bengal and explore the areas for liim.Helf; it was a great day for us 
when he placed before tlie public a rational policy and a rational 
principle. Indeed his principles were as much on a par with the 
known experience of the people as they were divergent from the 
fatuous idiosyncracies of the depuHiiient. Wt* hailed him as our 
saviour and we a.ssert that if ever Bengal is to live again, if it is again 
to become a Nourishing province, it can only be if the principles of Sir 
William Wilcis ks are accepted. I therefore demand of the Govern- 
ineiit: Is it going to accept the principles laid down by himP If it 
does not, l)elieve me the Council will never rest satisfied until it does. 
If it persists in killing us as a stupid fetish to the obstinacy of Mr. 
Addams-Williams, believe me it will put itself outside the pale of 
civilised government. Sir William came again. He again explored 
regions and put forward a practical .scheme. By facts and figures, 
and his estimates are entitled to much more n^spect than the estimates 
put up by a man which have never been fulfilled, by facts and figures 
and estimates in which he has left a cent, per cent, margin, he 
guarantees to revivify Bengal at a ca[>ital outlay of Its. 4^ to 6 crores. 
Just think of it. A country devasiated will again begin to live; 
disea.se will give w ay to health ; poverty to wealth. And all for the paltry 
sum of Bs. 4A cnires; which you will get back in full. Sir William 
stakes his reputation on the .scheme. The brain w’hich conceived the 
Assouan Dam, is the brain that has conceived this project. If only 
Government would give him the facilities to w'ork up a more detailed 
scheme I feel sure that some Ernest Cassells will come forward to finance 
it. I hope the Hon’ble Member will take his courage in both hands. Let 
him forget the past as a nightmare; let him go forward bravely and 
in the name of God, for the sake of his country, for the sake of 
humanity, invite Sir William and place the irrigation policy of the 
country in his charge, and ask him, beg him, to put through his 
scheme. Believe me there is no engineer who is worthy to tie the 
latcheis of his shoes — and to hear the jeers and gibes of little men, 
who revel in their owm ignorance, makes me see red. 

Now where is the money to come fromP I have a suggestion to 
make which if widely accepted would solve the pecuniary difiiculties 
not only of the Irrigation Department, but of Bengal and possibly of 
India. As ever>^ one knows 1 am against betting, I wish the race- 
eowiees wera abolished, and games of chance in the carnivals whiob 
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are gambling hells supported by Government licence suppressed. 
But needs must when the devil drives. It has been the experience of 
philosophers and psychologists that flutters in lotteries are most 
popular just in those times when trade is bad; and a little bit more 
popular at others. A Government sweep or lottery, such as the Irish 
Free State Lottery, started to finance irrigation schemes, as 
formulated by Sir William Wilcocks, not the silly schemes of the 
departed Chief Engineer will, I am sure, bring in enough money for 
our purpose. And when the work is accomplished the sweep may be 
stopped. It seems to me a thing surprising to see the British people, 
a race of gamblers and speculators — for it is these qualities 
of adventure that have made of them (jonquerors of vast 
regions and vast wealth — the British people, who would 
not know what to do with themselves if horse-racing was 
abolished ; who could not play cards if there were no stakes at bridge, 
decrying lotteries, even for such beneficent purposes. This is a 
suggestion which I put forw^ard in all seriousness. For we are come 
face to face with death; and before it all 8<iueamishnes8 must give 
way. The Irish Free State Lottery this year has raked in a million 
pounds for the Grand National alone; and much it is said is contributed 
by the hapless unemployed cut of their doles. I see no reason why 
we should not take it up. On the one side I see disaster and death, 
want of funds, a continuous struggle, the injustice of the Meston 
award, provincial jealousies; on the otlier the possibility of a few 
becoming rich, or many, if the prizes are distributed and multiplied 
as in the Irish lotteries, and a 20 per cent, gain to Government for 
the purpose of bestowing life, wealth and health to a dying people. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, with your 
permission I should like to put a few question.^ to the Hon’ble Member. 
In his yesterday’s speech the Hon’ble Alember said that so far as the 
question of water-hyacinth is (oncerned it is not the concern of the 
Irrigation Department. May I respectfully point out to him that in 
the annual report of the Department of Agriculture for the 
year 1924-26— probably that was the time when the Hon’ble 
Member "was in charge of the department — it is stated that 
“it has now been decided that the problem is outside the scope of the 
Agricultural Department, and that a special organisation is needed.” 
Surely it is interesting to know, now that the Irrigation Department 
says that it has no concern with it, whose concern it is to deal ^th the 
water-hyacinth problem. 

There is another point and it is this. In the year 1921-22 the 
decision of Government on the Damodar canal project was that it was 
impossible for Gk>vemment to embark on a prohibitive expenditnre 
like this and that Government would consider the question should it 
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become advisable to carry out the proje<‘t under tbe Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement Act. The very next year it was decided that 
unless the people came forward for the Damodar canal project to ba 
taken up under the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, it 
would not be taken up. How is it that Damodar canal is being worked 
in spite of all these? 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Ardzul Haque has congratulated the Hon^ble Member t»n his 
being responsive to public opinion. He has also congratulated the 
Hon’ble Member on his having got rid of Mr. Addams-Willinius. The 
Hon^ble Member was somewhat disinclined to accept the congratula- 
tion on the second < ount, but lie has readily accepted the congratu- 
lation on the first count. I am very glad to find that both the Khan 
Bahadur and the Hon’ble Member agree that the Hon’bK* Meml>er 
is responsive to public opinion, but it is not enough for the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department, upon whom in a very 
large measure depends the economic existence of the people, to ba 
merely responsive to public feeling. He has got to be more. It is 
not enough for him to deal with the complaints and questions brought 
l>efore him by the people, but it is necessary for him to go ahead and 
show* that imagination in developing programmes for a system of 
irrigation which will sjKe the countr>'. The materials for such a 
programme and in fact the outlines of such a programme have been 
placed Indore us by one of the world’s gieatest irrigation engineers, 
Sir AV’illiam Wilcocks, That pn)grainm.» if adopted by (lovernment 
will certainly solve more than one problem of the country. It will 
solve the problems of waterways, public health and agriculture. Now, 
I am sure that the Hon’ble Member is in sympathy with that pro- 
gramme. I hope and trust that Khan Bahadur ArIkuI Hotiue is right 
when he says that the programme could not have greater favour with 
the Hon’ble Meml>er because of tbe obstruction of the Chief Engineer. 
Well, if that is so, now is the time to go forward. liet him lay out a 
programme not in vague and general terms, but a programme which 
will be achieved in the course of the next five years. Let him have a 
five years programme like the Soviet Russia. In this connection I 
might possibly invite the attention of the Hon’ble Member to the sort 
of thing that is being done in that country in connection with 
irrigation, the details in which the irrigation problems have been 
worked out there and how they have been seeking to achieve it in the 
course' of five years, and what has been done in the course of three 
years. If the programme, the basis of which has been laid down by 
Sir William Wilcocks, is honestly and sincerely initiated, it will 
transform Bengal into a smiling counf^, and by initiating such a 
lurogramme during the short time that he will be in charge of this 
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d^artment the Hon’ble Member will eani the lasting gratitude not 
only of the present generation but of the generations to come. 

MEMBER in ohargo of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (NM 
Hon’Ma AlhadJ Sir AbMkgrim Clmziiavi): Mr. President, Sir, 
certain points have been raised during this debate and with your 
permission I will take up the last one first, viz., that raised by Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque. Last evening the Khan Bahadur was 
dilating on the same question, mz., the eradication of water>hyacinth. 
He asked what steps Oovemment had taken in the matter from the 
year 1927 onwards. In the year 1927 I held a confsrence of people of 
every shade of opinion at Dacca which was opened by His Excellency 
the Governor. At that conference a certain policy was laid dow’ii and 
certain resolutions were passed. As a result of those resolutions 
Government prepared a Bill to eradicate w’ater-hyacinth from Bengal. 
It was the intention ot Govamment to introduce this Bill in the 
Council, but before the Bill could be introduced some members of this 
House were then wholly engaged in the pastime of ministry wrecking. 
I myself went to the Khan Bahadur and asked him if he could not 
stay his hands even for the sake of eradicating water-hyacinth. Well, 
that hand was not stayed. 

Mf« Ht 8a SUHRAWARDYs The Hon’ble Member always refers 
to ministry w^recking, but I feel certain that on account of the very good 
behaviour of the members of the present Council he ought to leave 
the sting of that memory behind. 

The Hon’bte AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Well, I 
I am just stating the case. Then, Sir, that hand was not stayed and 
the wrecking of ministry was then considered to be moie im|Kjrtant 
than the eradication of water-hyacinth. I was at that time in charge 
of the Departmwit of Agriculture and Industries. The question has 
been put to me what has been done by the Irrigation Department in 
this connection. I find that the Irrigation Depai’tment has gone out 
of its way and is even now tackling the question. 

Kiiaii Bahidur MauM AZIZUL HAQUE: My question was that 
in view of the definite finding in the Agriculture Department that it 
is not the copcem of that department, has the Hon’ble Member 
anything to ai^ as to whose ooncem it isP 

TU Hm'M* Alhaili Sir AtDELKERIM CHUINAVi: The 

Agriculture Department did not say that it traced its hands off the 
question; it only stated that as the question was a very big one it was 
aecMiary to have a tpooial department. I would like to answvr the 
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question further as to what steps Government took in the matter there- 
after. Well, Sir, during the year 1928 when I was not in office I 
naturally felt like the poet who sang— 

♦* How happy i« he born and taught 
VtTio eervcth not another'a will 

(may I say, in parenthesis, particularly the will of some M. L. C.*s !) 
Whose armour ia hb honest thought 
.\nd simple truth his utmost skill 
Who Gkwl doth late and early pray 
More of His Gra<'e than gifts to lend 
And entertains the harmless day 
With well choaen book or friend.” 

Thus in 1928 I had no reason to care what attention w'Bs paid by 
Government to water-hyacinth. 

In 1929 when I again came into office the very same Department 
of Agriculture was put under my charge, there being no ministry at 
the time. In the meantime Mr. J. C. Gupta had given notice for the 
introduction of a Hill for the eradication of water-hyacinth and as 
Government also wanted t<i introduce a similar Hill we were ready to 
accept his Hill with slight modification. That is the history of the 
case down to 1929. 

Mri W. L, TRAVERS: May I know the intention of the Hou’ble 
Member in referring to the history of water-hyacinth? 

The Hofi’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 would 
have left the question of water-hyacinth alone but for the fact that the 
last sentence of iny friend, the Khan Hahadur, related to it. 

4 p.m. 

Babu BATiSH CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir, I want to know whether this water-hyacinth prrjblem ha^ 
been taken up by the Irrigation Department. If it has not been, is it 
not ultra vires for the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to deal with the 
question P 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSONS Would it not be better in such a matter 
as this to have joint responsibility between the two sides of Govern- 
ment? 

nm HifYMt AllMdJ Sir ABDBLKERIM CHUZNAVI t To this 
1 may answer that Government are now contemplating to form a 
special departmmit in other words the Waterways Trust to deal with 
the matter of water-hyaciaik. 
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Sir, I now come to other points that have been raised. One point 
is about Sir William Wilcocks. Sir William Wilcocks camta to this 
country on two occasions and delivered two courses of lectures for the 
University. When he delivered his first course of lectures, Mr. 
Addams-Williams took pains to write his criticisms on them. When 
I came to ofHce, I had the advantage of reading his notes on Sir 
William Wilcocks’ lectures. A year after Sir William Wilcocks paid 
a second visit to Calcutta. On that occasion he did me the honour of 
calling on me and gave me (copies of liis second course of lectures. 
He also very kindly sent copies to Oovernment. Ilis lectures were 
made over by me to the Chief Engineer, Mr. Addams-Williams, who 
has also written his criticisms on those lectures. These criticisms 
have been sent to Sir William Wilcocks. When Sir AVilliam Wilcocks’ 
reply is received, both c'riticisms will be considered in the Irrigation 
Department and, if there is no objection, made available to the public. 

Sir, I cannot leave this subject without touching on the question 
of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal. We have heard a lot about 
them. But I have not, however, heard from any (luarters of the House 
any constructive suggestion as to how to tackle this problem. 


Mr. H. a. 8UHRAWARDY: There is Sir William Wilcocks’ sug- 
gestion and it is surprising that (Government with all the resources 
at its disposal cannot put forward a practical scheme on the basis of 
those suggestions which could be taken in hand immediately. We 
think that Sir William Wilcocks’ siiggestions are the only possible 
ones in this respect. 

Thf Hon’IMe AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I do not 

deny that there are suggestions in Sir William WilcMicks’ lectures. 
But that was not my point. My point was that I had received no 
constructive suggestion from any quarter of this House, from any 
members present here. Sir William Wilcocks’ suggestions will be 
considered before the proposed Wateiways Trust Tays dowm a policy 
in this matter. 

As regards the .suggestions made by Sir William Wilcocks, may I, 
with your permission, Sir, read out certain extracts from Mr. Addams- 
Williams’ notes P 

**The principle involved in increasing the fertility of the soil and 
decreasing the. .ravages of malaria by the use of silt-laden water is one 
which had behn accepted by the Irrigation Department of this 
province long bef(^ Sir William Wilcocks visited it. 

With the limited supply of funds at our disposal the principle has 
been stated on, though it is true we have not been able to make as much 
prognass as we should have liked, the reasons for which will be found 
in the report of the Irrigation Committee. 
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liistakes have been made in the past in regard to the poUey adopted 
about the middle of last century in raising large embankments in oon* 
tmuotts lines along the rivers and have been acknowledged long ago: 
but it is easy to pile up embankments : it is a most complex matter to 
remove them. 

Though opinions may differ in regard to the cause, it is quitw 
certain that at the head of the Gangetic delta there has been a con- 
siderable alteration in the relative levels of the land and the water in 
the Ganges with the result that the Ganges and its offshoots do not 
now spill to anything like the extent they used to. It is (iuit>a possible 
the case is one of a retreating delta head. 

It is only comparatively recently that the use of silt-la<len water as 
a means of fighting maluria has lieen brought to notice in this 
country. 

Maluria existed in Bengal long Wfore the British occupation. 
Gour, one of the old capitals of Bengal, w’as evai^uated for this reason. 
It is not convincing to say that ex|>eri<»nce gained elsewhere is suffi- 
cient to enable an opinion to be given with confidence on the problems 
in Bengal. Conditions are different in different Im^alities and in 
Bengal are most complex and are continually altering. Practically 
no river can be said to be steady, neither can rivers bearing vast 
quantities of solid material ever be steady in their deltas. They swing 
from one side to the other which is a natural feature and is the method 
adopted by nature of building up the land. With the natural swing 
of the rivers there must necessarily be dead rivers in a large delta: 
were the main Ganges to flow down the Bhagirathi we should have 
dead riv.*rs in Eastern Bengal. 

It IS probably due to the feet that the Ganges has a freer outfall 
to the sea through the Meghna estuary than it had that the Bhagirathi 
and other rivers have deteriorated ; most of the Bhairub has died with 
its effluents, and the land ill Central Bengal has become i-elatively 
higher than the water in the parent straam. The result is that the 
grades in all the rivers in this area have become less and these channels 
are not able to act effitderitly as silt-carriers. A few years ago under 
my ordei-s all the sluices on the left bank of the Bhagirathi were kept 
fully open during high staga in that river: yet the tf>tal urea irrigated 
only amounted to a few hundred acres, showing the drop in levels. It 
is a mistake to believe that the Jalangi and Matabhanga are old 
effluents of the Ganges. They did not exist in the days of the activity 
of the Bhairab; both of them have cut across the Bhairab. The true 
ridge of the central delta is not the Matabhanga but the Bhairab. 
Before the upset took place the Bhairab with its distributaries spilled 
over probably not less than two4hirds of the delta built up by the 
Ganges, and almost the whole of the old rivers which now appear to 
liave had their origin in the Matabhanga were nothing more than the 
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spill channels of the Bhairab. The Matabhauga has beheaded most of 
them. Actually, both th<d Jalangi and the Matabhanga are abnormal- 
ities, cutting as they do across the true delta-building rivers and their 
existence is another proof of the upset in levels. To train the parent 
stream in its delta in a definite course tor ever is asking for trouble: 
it is the function of such a river to distribute its silt all over its delta: 
to hold it in one course is unnatural and is on the principle of asking 
the mother to give all her attention to one child and ignore the rest. 
The Tista years ago forsook its old course which ran much as the river 
does to-day : it turned southwards through the Atrai and entered the 
Ganges in the Pabna district: in 1787 it changed back to the former 
course and has remained in it to this day. The Kosi river has many 
timers changed its course. The Brahmaputra did likewise about the 
beginning of last century. The Ganges also changed course about the 
same time in the Faridpur and Bakarganj districts. The Damodar 
below Jamalpur opened al)out 1770; the Begua in 1865. All these 
major changes show the restlessness of deltaiit rivers, and it seems 
probable that natural causes, possibly a sudden avulsion to some extent 
helped by man, brought the Bhagirathi into being. Important 
changes may, however, be brought about entirely by the band of man: 
a small channel dug in the bank of a river may give a lead; the cut 
made by the villagers to join the Buriganga with (he Dhallesw^ari a 
few years ago has practically killed the first named river in the reaches 
below the cut. On the other band, the cut made by the District Board 
of Jessore, known as the Hallifax cut, has done good to a large area. 
The hand of Bhagirnth will be found in none of these cases. In most 
cases it will be found that the ancient King that created the rivers and 
altered them w’as 


Mr* H* 8* SUHRAWARDY: Sir, is not that note a belated 
apology on the part of Mr. Addams-Williams P 


Tho Hon’bli Aihadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I do not 

know whether I can accept Mr, Suhrawardy’s interpretation. There 
was a great demand in the House for information as regards 
Mr. Addams-Williams* criticisms on Sir William Wilcocks’ sugges- 
tions and so I have taken the trouble of reading out extracts from 
bis criticisms. These eriticisros as will be seen relate to the dead 
and dying rivers to wbiob references hove been made by more than 
<me speaker last pight and tins afternoon. 


Kimitr 8Hli iMEKHAftitWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The HoiPble Member is reading extracts from a note which ia 
bonfideiitia}. If so, is he entitled to read them outP 
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Mr. PRCtlDENT: The Hon’ble Member, perhaps, indicated that 
these notes will be available to the ineuiberH of the House, If that 
is BO, I think he is entitle«l to read extracts from the notes referred to. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Membei 
ready to show us the whole of the report f 

TIm Hon'bl* AIImiIJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Not npces* 

sarily th«» whole of it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case it was not fail* on your part tc 
have read any part of it. 

The Hon'ble AlhaciJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI! I have read 
these extracts in order to show tliat Oovernment have been paying 
attention to Sir William W'^ilroeks* sugp^est ions. As 1 have 
this also show.s that (iovernment is not inattentive to the problem ol 
the dead and dying rivers of Bengal. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: On a point ol 
order, Sir. The Hon’ble Member bas not yet replied to the vurioufl 
points raiseil in connection with token cuts. 

The Hoti’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 was just 
coming to those points, and if hon’ble members will give me a 
patient hearing, they will have replies to all the points raised by 
them. 

The provision in the next year’s budget for improvemaui of rivers 
in the Dacca district (Dhaleswuri, Burigangu, Sitalakhya, etc.) is 
lU. 20,000. A provision of Its. 11,248 for a new scheme (improve- 
ment of Lohajang river; in the Tangail subdivision has also Iwen 
made in the next year’s budget. 

The bandalling of the whole course of the rivers Dbaleswari and 
Buriganga has been banded over to the Steamer Companies on an 
annual subsidy of Rs. 17,5(K) included in Rs. 20,(K)0 (who have Vjeen 
requested to keep Baraitola-Charabari channels open throughout the 
year). Government have recently sanctioned the dredging of a shoal 
at the mouth of the Sitalakhya, 

In regard to the Chandana and Upper Coomar improvement scheme 
referred to in motion of Maulvi Tamieuddin Khan, the question of 
improving the Chandana river was found to be extremely complicated 
and difficult from engineering points of view. Several investigation! 
into the feasibility of improving the river w'ere carried out and several 
schemes chalked out but they appear to be of doubtful efficacy. There 
is a scheme for a cut from the Chandana to the Barasia. This scheme, 
according to the opinion of the Chmf Engineer, is feasible but will 



m 


DEMANDS FOE OEANTS. [2(>rH Mabot, 


not affect the Upper Chandaua above Arkandi. The Chandana falls 
into the Upper Coomar and any improvement of the former will have 
effect on the latter also. Further inventigation has been kept in 
abeyan(;e on account of financial stringency and it would serve no 
useful purpose to prepare an elaborate scheme which could not be 
executed. 

As regards the improvement of rivers in the Ilooghly and Howrah 
districts referred to in motion of Munindra IVb liai Mahasai^ estimate 
for the improvement of Kunti and Saraswati ri\er8 wuU be prepared if 
it is found that the dam across the Passer khal which has been cut is 
insufficient to clear the drainage. 

As regards the failure of the department to tackle the problems of 
the dead and dying rivers in Bengal* want of funds and paucity of 
staff have stood in the way. The member is referred to Chapter II 
of the Report of Irrigation Department Committee. Government, 
however, are now (jonsidering the recommendations of the Irrigation 
Department C-ommittee together with the views e.xpressed on them by 
commendal and public bodies ^^hose opinions were invited with a 
view to constitute, us early as possible, a Waterways Trust to deal 
effectively with the intricate problems of waterways of the province. 

4-16 p.m. 

It will thus be seen, Sir, that Government are not sitting idle, 
but are doing all these things and hope that they will be able to tackle 
the question in the near future. 

I now pass on to another point raised by some members, namely, 
the (juesticfh of the Noakhali bund. The erosion of the Noakhali 
town has been going on for many years. Petitions ^ere received 
from prominent persons of the Noakhali town, including the Chairman 
of the District Board, the Chairman of the Municipality and others, 
asking Government to do something to protect the town from further 
erosion. An iiilctnnal conference was held at Government House on 
the 18th December, 1929. His Excellency the Governor, the Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department, the Irrigation Secretary, and 
a deputation consisting of the leading men of the town were present. 
Several schemes that had been suggested w^ere referred to and the 
deputation pressed for the scheme under which a bund would he 
placed across the khal. It was agreed that the District Board and 
the Municipality would submit a definite scheme through the local 
officers for the ^nsideration of Government. 

Accordingly the District Board and the Municipality submitted 
through the Collector and the Commissioner a bimd scheme costing 
Es. 30,000, inclusive of tw^o overffow iron gates and re-excavation of 
the silted up portions pf two branch khals. The Collector recom* 
mencted the scheme and was of opinion that in order to be effeetiva^ 
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il must be earned out before the middle of February, giving at least 
five months’ time for the silt to deposit and break the force of the 
water. In view of the extreme urj^ency of the case, permission was 
accorded to the District Board and the Municipality to commence the 
work on the bund, subject to any further orders which Government 
might find it necessary to issue on the subject, and subject further to 
the condition that the District Board and the Municipality would be 
responsible with regard to the claims of any parties other than 
Government, and that Government should have no responsibility in 
the matter. 


The Chief Engineer, Mr. Addams-Williums, however, was of 
opinion that the scheme of a dam across tl»e khal was entirely 
impracticable, and that even if the scheme could be carried out, the 
cost would be much more than that estimated by the District Board. 
His chief objection was that no suitable means were provided for the 
drainage of the country. As the scheme had the support of the local 
authorities, and the Collector and the towns-people were definitely in 
favour of it, it was difficult for (government to refuse permission to 
construct the bund. And owing to a strong objection of the people 
of the (Jhowmohuni area, further conditions were imposed to the 
effe(!t that the District Board and the Municipal authorities must 
accept entire responsibility, and that in the event of serious water* 
logging or danger to (*rops occurring as a result of the erection of the 
bund, it would be cut open and that it should be left entirely to the 
discretion of the Collector to decide whether the bund should be cut 
open or not. 

On the recommendation of the Collector a sum of Its. 15,000 was 
contributed by Government towards the .scheme. 


During the next monsoon there was heavy inundation, particularly 
in the depression around Chowmohaiii. As no proper provision for 
drainage of the excess rain water was made, the position became 
serious, and the Collector had to cut open the bund and then it was 
partly washed away. 

Subsequently the District Board applied to the Collector to take 
steps to construct a bund across the Noakhali khal under the Sanitary 
and Agricultural Improvement A<*t of 1920. The Colle<;tor approved 
the proposal and directed the District Engineer to prepare a scheme 
under section 5 of the Act. Accordingly the District Engineer has 
prepared a scheme at an estimated cost of Its. 1,25,000. Before 
submitting the scheme officially through the Commissioner, the 
Collector has forwarded it demi-officially to the Irrigation D^uirtment 
for its examination by the (}hief Engineer with a view to expediting 
matters in connection with the scheme. The Chief Engin^i^* 
Hr. Addams-WiUiams, after an examination of the scheme, was of 
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opinion that it waa defective and that an effective scheme would cost 
between Rs. 5 and 7 lakhs. The Irrigation Department has instructed 
the present acting Chief Engineer to make further investigation and 
collect data for drawing up a comprehensive scheme. Government 
will consider the various possible methods of protecting the town from 
further erosion. I should also like to mention that Government are 
fully alive to the seriousness of the thing and they are of opinion 
that if it is possible to take ether measures, they will certainly take 
them in order to save the town. It is well known to everybody that 
if the present town of Noakhali is washed away, it will take an 
enormous amount of money to build another town. Naturally 
Government are anxious to do all they can to save the town 

(Here the Hon’ble Member having reached his time-limit resumed 
his seat. ) 

The following motion of Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Azizul Haque was 
then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 10.98,000 under the head ^15. — Irriga- 
tion — Gther revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the failure of the depart- 
ment to tackle the two outstaiuling irrigation problems of Bengal, 
viz., water-hyacinth and the dead and dying rivers).’’ 

The following motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Cliandra Banerji was 
then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 10,98,000 under the head *15. — Irriga- 
tion — Other revenue expenditure, etc.' b(‘ reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to 
draw attention to the inadequacy of provision and the failure of the 
department to tackle the problems of the dead and dying rivers in 
Bengal with special reference to the condition of rivers and other 
waterways in the districts of Dacca and Myinensingh).’’ 

Thq following motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by 
leave of the Qauncil, withdrawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 10,98,000 under the head *15.— Irriga- 
tion — Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenues’ be 
reduced by Rs, 1,000 (problem of reviving the dying rivers of the 
province with particular reference to the indecision in regard to the 
Chandana and the Upper Coomar improvement schemes in the district 
of Faridpur).” 

The following motion of Babu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri was 
then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“That the demand of Re. 10,88,000 under the head *15.— Irriga- 
tion— Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenues’ he 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the failure to devise 
a workable scheme for the protection of the Noakhali town and the 
IMit of a provisioB lor necessary protective meMuee)/’ 
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The following motion of Maulvi Ha^tnan Ali was then put and 
lost:-- 

“That the demand of Rs. 10,98,000 under the head *15, — Irriga- 
tion* be reduced by Rs, 100 (to draw the attention of the Government 
to drainage problems of the province and the londitiouH of the dying 
rivers of Bengal).** 

The following motion of Munindra l)eh Rai Mahasai was then put 
and lost: — 

**That the demand of Rs. 10.98,000 under the head *15. — Irriga- 
tion* he reduced by Rs. 100 (for not making any provision for the 
excavation of Aurora khal in the Aramhagh subdivision of the 
Hooghly district and also to draw attention .>f the Government to the 
failure of the department to tackle the problems of the deaii and 
dying rivers in Bengal specially those in the Hooghly and Howrah 
districts).” 

The following motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put 
and a division was called, but as no division was called wdien it was 
put a second time after the division bell ceased ringing, the motion 
was declared lost: — 

**That the demand of Rs. 27, 15dKMl under the heads ‘15. — Irriga- 
tion’ and ‘XriT. — Working expenses’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (condi- 
tion of the rivers and rivcu* systems and the water-logged areas in the 
Hooghly district and how this affects agriculture, sanitation and 
communication and the present policy and working of the Irrigation 
Department with .special reference to the wast(* of public funds in the 
maintenance of the dredgers).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 44,83,000 be granb?d for expenditure 
under the heads “XIII. — Irrigation — Working expenses,” “15. — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue,’* “15 (1). — Other 
Revenue expenditure financed from Famine Belief grants,” **16. — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works — finam^ecl from Ordinary Revenue’* and “55. — Construction of 
Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged 
to Revenue** was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
head “XIII, 15, J5 (1), 16 and 56. — ^Irrigation** were not called: — 

ICIiaii BehaAif Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUCs **That the demand of 
Rs. 10,98,(100 under the head * 15. — ^Irrigation — Other revenue expen- 
diture, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the working of the depart* 
nteni)/* 
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Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: 'That the demand of 

Rb. J 0,98,000 iimler the head ‘15. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. 5 
(insiiflicient work done in East Bengal).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: “That the demand of 

Rs. 10,98,000 under the head ‘15. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(neglect of the Nadia Rivers).” 

Hail Badi AHMED CHOWDHURY; “That the demand of 
Its. 10,98,000 under the head ‘15. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(want of provision for Anwara-Katakbali khal in Chittagong).” 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 10,98,000 
under the head *15, — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. 1 (negligence in 
doing any irrigation work in the district of Mymensingh and some other 
districts of East Bengal).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 10,98,000 under the head ‘15. — Irrigation — Other revenue expen* 
diture’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the appointment of a committee of 
two officials and five non-officials to review the working of the depart- 
ment and to recommend the future policy and working of this depart- 
ment and to recommend steps for the reorganisation of the department).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs, 10,98,000 under the head ‘15. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. 1 
[to criticise the wrong and unusually heavy estimates made by the 
late Chief Engineer (C. Addams- Williams, Esq.), with regard to 
Noakhali and Serajganj Dam Schemes in comparison with the actual 
expenditure which by practical experience found to be low and 
economic].” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; “That the demand of 
Rs. 16,17,000 under the head ‘XIII. — Working expenses’ be reduced 
by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the heavy establishment charges).” 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE and Mr. P. BAMERdI: 

“That the demand of Rs. 27,16,000 under the head ‘15. — Irrigation’ 
and ‘XIII. — Working expenses’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (Irrigation 
policy).” I 

Ral Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANBRdls “That the demand 
of Be. 27,15,000 under the heads ‘16. — ^Irrigation’ and ‘XIII. — ^Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Be. 1 (inadequate provision for improvement 
of rivers and other waterways in the districts of Dacca and Mjmm- 
aingh).”_ 
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KfNHi Stliib Miulvi BAXLUL HUQi «^That tlie demand of 

Be. 27,15,000 under the head^ ‘15. — Irrijfation* and 'XIII. — Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the i>olicy of the Government 
in recruiting officers trained in England and in Bengal Engineering 
College, Sbibpur).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAXLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 

Ra. 27,15,000 under the heads ‘15.-~Irrigation’ and ‘XIII.— Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the sufferings of 
the people of the Feni subdivision, in the district of Noakhali, on account 
of not taking any steps for draining out of the surplus flood water which 
damages standing crops and other agricultural produce every year).“ 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: “That the demand of Rs. 14,98,000 
under the head ‘5r)A, — Irrigation Works* for Damodar Canal Project 
Works be refused.** 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: “That the demand of Rs. 14,98,000 
for Damodar Canal Proje(;t Works under the head — Irrigation 

works* be reduced by Rs, 101 (ill-advised project and waste of money).** 

Mr. R. MAITI: “That the demand of Rs. 17,49,(K)0 under the head 
‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age works not charged to Revenue — ^A — Irrigation Works* be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (necessity for steps against annual floods in the district of 
Midnapore by introducing drainage works or other schemes).*' 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AIS “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,49,(KK) under the head ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankments ami Drainage Works, not charged to Revenue — 
A — Irrigation W^orks’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to raise a discussion about 
the embankments, on the Shelai river from Sriramijur to Ganchia, from 
Baghpota to Radhachak, Panna circuit embankment and Ghatal circuit 
embankment, etc.).’* 

Or. NARC8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,49,000 under the head ‘55. — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works (not charged to revenue) — A — 
Irrigation Works* be reduced by Re. 1 (inadequacy of irrigation works 
and necessity of a comprehensive programme).’* 

Mr. 8ARAT OHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Rs. 17,55,000 
un^r the head '55. — ^Irrigation’ be reduced by Rs. 20,0(X).'* 
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MUMINORA Oil RAI MANASAI: ^ That the demand of 
Bfi. 17,55,000 under the head ‘55. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Es. 105 
(to draw attention to the necesaity of raising a loan of Bs. 5 crores and 
to the appointment of a committee to explore the possibilities of doing 
the same).” 

BibU JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: “That the demand of 
Bs. 17,55,000 under the head ‘55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation and works’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion about 
the Bakreswar canal and the contemplated Mor canal scheme).” 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: ‘*That the demand of Rs. 17,55,000 
under the head ‘55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (for failure of the 
department to give effect to the Bhairab drainage scheme No. II).” 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of 

Rs. 17,55,000 under the head ‘55. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(procedure adopted in allowing boats to pass through gates, especially 
the gate constructed at the mouth of Dedagram khal near Gopalganj 
town and grievances of the inhabitants of Gopalganj and adjoining 
villages).” 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of 

Rs. 17,55,000 under the head ‘55. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. I 
(construction of a bund with insufficient number of gates and sluices 
along the eavstern bank of the Madaripur Tentulia Bill route canal).” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,55,000 under the head ‘55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, etc,’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge upon the Government to 
abolish this unnecessary department).” 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: “That the demand of Rs. 44,83,000 
under the head ‘XIII, 15, 16 and 55. — Irrigation’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(not having formulated a general policy, and not having taken inij 
practical consideration the views of Sir William Wilcocks, and for not 
formulating a scheme to finance irrigation projects).” 

Mr. SARAT fiHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Be. 44,33,000 
under the head ‘XIII, 15, 16 and 55, — Irrigation* be reduced by Re. 1 
(general policy),** 

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 

at 4-40 p.m.] 
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22.— Gtntral Admlniilratloii. 

TN Hon’tilt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor. I heg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,03,32,(K)0 l>e granted for expcnditui'e under the head **22. — 
General Administration.” 

The subjects dealt with under this head are so varied and numerous 
that I do not propose to make any speech in support of my motion. 

Khan Sahib Mauiwi RAZLUL HUQ: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 20,(H)0 under the head ”22A. — Staff and household of 
the Governor — Private Secretary — Pay of clerks” be reduced by Ite. 1 
(to criticise the policy of the Government in not appointing Mussalraans 
in the Private Secretary’s oflice according to population basis). 

Sir, the motion is a modest and important one. The solution of 
this question once and for all is urgently necessary in the interest of 
the communities being within the province and for creation of good 
blood and harmony and brotherly relation between community and 
community. It is much to be regretted that every community view 
each other with mistrust. This produces a painful effect and if this 
be allowed to continue, it may lead to most lamentable and disastrous 
constMjueuces. Eveiy' possible effort should be made to remove the 
mistrust and to bring in confidence, so that we may live in peace and 
harmony side by side. 

Sir, it is the birthright of every inhabitant of Bengal to claim a 
share in the loaves and fishes of the State. In these days of awakening, 
it will be an unwise policy to endeavour to gain superiority in one 
community. Self-aggrandisement is a vicious crime on all considera- 
tions and should be banished from the land if the country’s good be 
the goal. Those who are in power should, by action and not by lip 
sympathy, show that they are prepared to help the backward and the 
helpless. The policy of **give and take,” which is undoubtedly the 
best policy to settle differences, quarrels and animosities, should be 
translated into action by those who are in a better position. 

Sir, it is an irony of fate that the Mussalmans who were once the 
ruling nation of this country have lost everything they hod during 
this 160 years of British rule. They have been deprived of the loaves 
and fishes of State patronage. They have been turned out of public 
offices gradually, so much so that in many offices you will hardly find 
any Huasahaan officers in higher or even in lower ranks. Even in the 
offioee of the Calcutta University, a centre of culture and learning, 
the Mussalman element is nil. Even in the Calcutta Corporation where 
Swaraj prevails, the number of Mussalman employees is almost 
negligibla. Even in the Forest Department you will find no Mussalman 
officers in the Provincial Service— though from a reply to a question 
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put to my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu on the floor of this House^ 
the other day, we And that a non-Moslem having no special qualification 
in forestry, who is a third grade Bachelor of Arts, has been taken in. 
Instances of such nature are not rare. But I do not like to dilate upon 
it unless expressly called upon. Similar is the case in the lower services 
of the Forest Department. 

Sir, the unfortunate Moslems on the plea of their backwardness in 
education have been systematically turned out of offices. I should not 
wander far and to distant places. Let me come nearer home to the 
foot of the seat of Government — I mean the office of the Private Secre- 
tary to His Excellency the Governor. What is the number of ministerial 
officers there How many of them are Moslems? An independent and 
disinterested person will simply shudder on hearing the reply. 

Sir, 1 do not blame my non-Moslem friends for this miserable state- 
of affairs. In these days of the struggle for existence it is but natural 
for our non-Moslem brethren to try to appropriate to themselves as much 
of the State patronage as they coiibl. It was not their duty to look ta 
fair distribution. It is the Government and Government alone who are 
responsible for this une<[ual distribution. It was the first and foremost 
duty of the Government to see that all the different races, castes and 
(communities are properly represented in all branches of public life. 
True it is that Government have promulgated and passed rules and 
orders prescribing a minimum number of ministerial appointments for 
the Mussalmaiis. But Government did nothing to see that their orders 
are obeyed in letter and spirit. These orders and circulars were 
observed more in breach than in action, bxit what did the Government 
(Jo? — Nothing. Government usually takes most stringent measure# 
for disobedience to their orders in other matters, but here they are 
inactive and indifferent. This shows beyond a sliadow of doubt that 
Government do not mean real business and that Government were not 
sincere when they passed those orders; otherwise this disastrous 
consequence would not have followed and would not have been allowed 
unchecked. Mussalmaiis gained nothing by these paper sympathiea 
beyond being subjected to taunting remarks and ridicule. They gained 
the sweet epithet of ‘Mhe favoured wife of the British Raj’’ though in 
reality and action they may be called the “neglected wife.’’ 

Sir, I do not plead for inefficient and unqualified men. I do not 
plead for favour. But I plead for justice; I plead for fair play and not 
favour. Muaialmans lost many things in the past, but they do not likfr 
to be duped and deprived any longer. The plea of ineffioiency ia a 
talk of the past, ^he plea of educational qualificaticui docM not ariao 
in the face of the faei that many Moslem graduates, not to iq»aak of 
under^graduates and Matrics, are roaming hither and thither in search 
of employment. I can cite an example heffe. Just consider what 
happened in Bogfra collectorate the other day. In reply to my queatioat 
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in this Tery Hoose^ the Hon’ble Sir Provash had to admit that for a 
few ministerial appointments as many as thirty-five Moslem youths 
a];^lied. Among them there were graduates, under-graduates and none 
below Metric, and what did the Indian Collector do? Out of the five 
vacancies he favoured the Moslems with only one and the rest four 
went to non-Moslems. Thanks to his partialities. These are the men 
who are making the gulf between the two sister communities wider 
and wider. It is for the House to consider whether immediate preventive 
steps should be taken or whether the cause of the gulf should be allowed 
to remain to make it still wider. 

Sir, the Government fixed the initiimum number for ministerial 
appointment at ‘Id per cent. But the irony of fate is that in some 
quarters it is interi)reted as the maximum and in some cases this 
minimum is crossed most reluctantly and niggardly. Take the case of 
Noakhali, a district in w^hich more than 80 per cent, of the population 
is Mussalman. Here, though qualified Mussalmans are abundantly to 
be found, the percentage did not reach more than 36 per cent. 

If more than 80 per cent, get 36 per cent, and less than 20 per cent, 
get 64 per cent, of the appointment, will you call the distribution fair 
and equitable? 1 leave it to you, gentlemen, to judge; yet w'o are 
called “the favourite.” It is much to be admired that the Moslems still 
did not deviate from the path of deep devotion and loyalty and exercised 
self-restraint admirably. They calmly and patiently Imre the injustice. 
Deliberate injustiee was done to them not once or twice hut several 
times systematically and regularly. 

Sir, I once again repeat that I do not plead to lower the standard 
of qualification fixed by Government though I find in many cases the 
standard bus been lowered to make room for non-Moslem candidates. 
I am armed with instames on the imiiit and if any hon’ble member 
wants, I may cite them. But comparisons are odious and so I refrain 
from showing them. 

Sir, it is much to be regretted that in spite of our repeated demands 
Government could not be prevailed upon to remove the vagueness of 
33 per cent, minimum number by filing the maximum to be rigidly 
followed. Government after all fixed 45 per cent, of the appointment 
in higher services for Mussalmans (though we do not accept the 
number m adequate), but could not see their way to fix the maximum 
for other services. Obviously Government’s intention does not appear 
commendable. It further appears that Government do not like that 
quarrel between the two communities in the matter of appointment 
should cease. Government are the greatest sinners in this respect. 
They failed to dispense even-handed justice— ’they failed to keep halance 
of powOT — ^they sadly failed to give the Mussalmans their legitimate 
•hitfe in public offices. By ibeir action and deeds tbey shoved a 
laineiitable lack of sympathy to uplift the Moslems and to give the 
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Moslems their most legitimate demands and aspirations. They allowed 
Moslems no share of the morsels to be enjoyed by others, leaving the 
Moslems hungry. One section is overfed — another section is himgry 
and consequently become powerless and powerless. This state of things 
can no longer be tolerated. Let us fix the ratio once for all. Let us 
divide the services amongst all the communities according to their 
numerical strength and root out the affecting bone of contention which 
is eating our national life at the bottom and stands in the way of our 
unity and growth of brotherly feeling. The Hindus and Moslems are 
the two hands of the common body. In a swimming competition, both 
the hands should be equally developed and strong; otherwise there is 
no hope of victory. How long will the non-Moslems fight alone? The 
unemployment question is becoming keener and keener every day and 
discontentment is rapidly increasing in the Moslem community. This 
should be checked by all means. Give the Moslems their just dues 
and they will be peaceful and contented; otherwise darkness is in sight. 
The pact has been outlined by Mahatma Gandhi. It is no wonder that 
the hungry and conseiiuently the angry will make best use of it. 

Now, Sir, the question is: On what basis the appointments should 
be apportioned? We cannot make any arbitrary division. We cannot 
fix any arbitrary number. That will not be accepted. There must be 
aome principle — principle consonant with reasoning. If we take 
population as, the basis, no rea8on|able and right-thin,king man can 
object to it. Government’s future policy in filling up vacancy ought 
to bo on that basis. But Goverument and the Private Secretary 
aignally failed to follow that policy in the past. This policy, if conceded 
with, ushers in an era of good-will and mutual trust and augurs well 
of future good and harmonious government and a peaceful and 
contented Bengal. 

With these few words I beg to put the motion for the acceptance 
of the Houae. 

Mfi Ri N. REIDs The mover of this motion has stated that persons 
other than Mussulmans are being appointed in the Private Secretary’s 
and other offices, and he mentions the Calcutta University and the 
Forest Department as well. Sir, I will confine my remarks to the 
Private Secretary’s office. In 1926, orders were passed about the 
appointment of Musaalmans in Government offices, and these orders still 
hold good. The orders are to this effect : 

*‘That it Is the duty of Government to take measures to ensure that 
there shall be in futhre a sufficient proportion of Muhammadans in 
certain of the higher services to ensure that the general interests of the 
community shall not suffer and that the activities of Government as a 
u^ole shall be for the benefit of the whole population; that this pro- 
portion shall be fixed not necessarily in accordance with, but on the 
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bails of, population ; that with regard to the subordinate appointments* 
a sufficient share is allowed to the Muhammadans to encourage the 
education of the community and to prevent the monopoly of public 
employment by any one class or community/’ 

5 p.m. 

These orders have been carried out. Prior to 1927, there was no 
Muhammadan in the Private Secretary’s office. In August 1927, the 
addition of one post was sanctioned and a Muhnnimadun was recruited. 
In July 1928, on the retirement of a Hindu assistant, a second Muham* 
madan was taken in. That is the position as regards the Private 
Secretary’s office, and I do not tliink that Ooverninent can he accused 
of not appointing Mussaliiians in the Private Secretary’s office. 

I oppose the motion. 

Leave was then asked hy Khan Sahi!» Maulvi Bardul Huq to with- 
draw tin* motion, hut on ohjection being taken to it, the motion was 
put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,800 under the head *^22A .—Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Private Secretary — Hill and Dacca Allowances” be refused. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 3,500 under the head ”22A. — 
Staff and Household of the Governor — Military Secretary — Hill and 
Dacca Allowances” be refused. 

Sir, I am quite sure that every section of this House will agree that 
this is not the time for any part of the Government or any one who draws 
public money to go to the hills. Every Member of Government has 
assured us from his place in the House not only once but every tima 
that he has risen in his place that Government has no money ^r the 
necessities of the people, Government has no money for carrying out 
anything for the good of the people, and that, as the Finance Member 
has said, the disheartening process of cheese-paring is going on in every 
department. If the only process by which the officers of Government 
from His Excellency the Governor downwards can carry on their res- 
ponsibilities is by taking a few months off in the hills at the expense of 
the ratepayers, I take it that these officers are absolutely unmindful of 
the conditions of the poor people of this province. I will not repeat the 
hackneyed phrase about the Roman Emperor and his musical instru- 
ment, but I do say that when the province of Bengal cannot have any 
of its barest necessities, when the people are dying in large numbers of 
sheer hunger, it does not look well for the responsible officers of Govern- 
ment to go up to the hills for the sake of pleasure. I do not believe and 
nobody believes, not even the Hon’ble Members of the Oovemmeni, 
that they cannot carry on their duties in the plains during the summer. 
The I.C.8. officers do not go up to the hiUs unless they are posted there. 
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So long as they are mere members of the Indian Civil Service and for 
30 years of their service they can carry on in the plains, but as soon as 
they become advisers of His Excellency the Governor or Secretaries or 
Deputy Secretaries, I do not know how far down the procession extends, 
they go to the hills. I see no reason why these officers cannot carry on 
their duties in the plains as well as they can do in the hills. It has 
been pointed out times without number that even more responsible 
officers, I mean the Judges of the High Court, carry on their duties in 
Calcutta during the hot weather. They go away during autumn when 
the Government has come down from Darjeeling or are thinking of 
coming down. If the High Court Judges can carry on their very res- 
ponsible duties in the summer in Calcutta and if the members of the 
Indian (/ivil Service other than the Members of the Executive Council, 
the Secretaries and Deputy Secretaries can curry on their duties in the 
plains during the summer, I say there is absolutely no reason why they 
should go gallivanting every year to the bills for some months at the cost 
of the tax-payers. I would not mind if they were to go there for a short 
week-end at their own expense. In the (ieneral Administration budget 
there are items which go up to Ks. 40, (>50 for hill allowames and still 
1 do not know the travelling allowaiH*es of the Hon’ble Members and 
Ministers and other high officers as they are not shown separately in the 
budget. The hill allowance of the staff of the Executive Councillors and 
the Ministers alone comes up to Rs. 1,050, and I am quite sure the rate- 
payers have got to pay a much higher sum for these honourable gentle- 
men for going up to Darjeeling. I do not tliink any speech is required 
to convince the members of this House that the exodus to the hills is 
absolutely unnecessary and I think that these two cuts relating to the 
offices of the Private Secretary and Militaiy' Secretarj' to His Excellency 
{he Governor ought to be accepted by all sections of the House. If 
they say that His Excellency ought to go to Darjeeling for his pleasure, 
I do not see. any reason^ w'hy this House should pay any money for it. 
I, therefore, pi^ these motions. 

Mtttlvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, I think it my duty to oppose 
these motions. It seems that much can be said in favour of the proposal 
that for the current year at least the hill exodus can be discontinued, 
but these motions are mixed up with another question, rt>., the question 
of the exodus of the staff of His Excellency the Governor to Dacca. 
So far as that is concerned, there is a considerable feeling among the 
people of Eastern Bengal that His Excellency the Governor should at 
least once a year go' to Dacca. So, we are not able to support these 
motions. 

Or. NANUN OHANDRA tlN QURTA: Sir, I will not take 
mndi of the time of the Houm nor will I say anything except t^t it 
be oiAy decent if the heads of the administration in a ttme dF sb 
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^iWit a stress, when the people have to suffer all sorts of inconveniences 
owing to economic distress, had shown some measure of sympathy and 
feDow-feeling with them by abstaining from such a very small luxury 
as an exodus to the hills. 


Til# Mr. At MARK: Sir, I should like to draw the attention 

of the House to the fact that these two motions relate solely to allow- 
ances paid to certain members of the Governor’s staff and household 
during the periods of his residences in Darjeeling and Dacca. These 
allowances are paid to the meiniters of the clerical and menial estab- 
lishments attached to the offices of the l^rivate Secretary and the Military 
Secretary. These clerks and menials accompany these officers during 
His Excellency’s visits to Darjeeling and Dacca. I jet me take first the 
Governor’s yearly visits to Darjeeling. In past years the exodus to 
Darjeeling of the Members of the Executive (V)uncil, Ministers and 
other officers has often been discussed in this House, hut 1 cannot find 
any previous occasion on \vhi<*h the visits of His Excellenc y the Governor 
himself to Darjeeling have Wen cdiallenged or criticised. When the 
reformed (iovernment was constituted in 1912, the province of Bengal 
w’us brought on the same level as the Presidencies of Madras and Bombay 
and since then has been presided over by a Governor sent nut from 
England. I need not remind the members of this House that these 
Governors, when they come out, are not altogether young men, and have 
not Wen acclimatised to tlie heat of the plains in India during the hot 
weatlier and the rains. 


5-15 p.m. 

It is also to be remem Wred that they are appointed for a term of 
ffve years, and that they are entitled to only one period of leave during 
that term. Therefore, it appears to me that it is very necessary for them 
every year to spend a certain time in a cooler and more temperate 
climate. It is also important that the Governor should have a certain 
period of rest after the strenuous work of the cold weather in Calcutta 
and after his tours in the province. I may also remind the members 
of this House that the amounts under discussion refer not only to the 
allowances for the sojourn in Darjeeling, but they also include the 
allowances paid during the residence in Dacca. Members will remem- 
ber that at the time of the re-partition and the constitution of the 
ptresent Province of Bengal in 1912, when Dacca lost its pre-eminence 
ae the capital of a province, the late Lord Carmichael, who had just 
been appointed Governor of Bengal, promised that the Governor would 
visit Dacca every year and spend a part of the year there. Since then — 
1 do not think 1 am mistaken-^he Governor has gone every year to 
Dacca and to some parts of Eastern Bengal. I am authorised by His 
Racdleaey the Governor to say that he ocmsiders this to be a very 
ia s per ta nt part of his duty and I can say that the Government of Bengal 
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aiipport him very strongly in this view. I am sure that the people of 
Eastern Bengal look forward to these visits and they would take it very 
much to heart if they were discontinued in any year. If it is admitted 
that the Governor has to visit Darjeeling and Dacca every year, it is 
unthinkable that he should go there absolutely alone. Every one will 
admit that, if he is to make these visits, he must be accompanied by his 
Private iSecretarv and his Military Secretary. These officers must have 
certain clerks and certain menials with them. I think it would be very 
hard on tliese clerks and menials to be taken away from their ordinary 
family arrangements in Calcutta and at the same time deprived of these 
allowances. I, therefore, oppose the motions. 

The motions of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu w'ere then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 


Mft NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U* I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 38,080 under the head “22A. — Sta^ and Household of the 
Governor — Military Secretary — Purchase of motor cars^^ be refused. 

Whatever might be said about the hill allowances, I have no doubt 
that this motion is a pertinent one. By referring to the Red Book which 
has been supplied to us by the Hon^ble Finance Member, I find that 
this provision of Rs. 38,080 has been made for the purchase of motor 
cars for the Governor who is coming out in 1932. Sir, the ways of the 
Finance Department are difficult to follow for laymen. So far as we 
are concerned, I do not think that anylmly outside the Finance Depart- 
ment knows who the new Governor will be. But even if the new 
Governor is not known to us or to the Government of Bengal, it is 
interesting to note that this non-existent person has sent an estimate of 
motor-cars which he will bring out with him and for which the people 
of the province have to pay in prices and Customs duties Rs. 48,000. 
Probably the sum will be much higher, bw^ause these Customs duties 
are now mucK iiigher than w^hat they were when the estimate was made 
by the Finance Department of the Government. However that might 
be, I say that in the present financial condition of the country of which 
we have had references from various Members of the Government, and 
especially from the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, I am surprised 
to see the Government of Bengal asking us to subscribe Rs. 48,000 and 
odd for new cars for the new Governor. The people of Bengal pay a 
very high salary to the Governor who is also entitled to a sumptuary 
allowance and ^so some outfit allowances for coming out. Over and 
above that, why we ^hall have to pay Es. 48,000 more for new motor- 
cars, 1 do not understand. It passes my comprehension, If it is said 
that the Governor will not be willing to spend his oum money on motoiv 
cars and will not be willing to use the motor-cars which have been pro- 
vided for the present Governor, then I say ihA% a person with euch 
mentality has no business to be our Governor. Let us have a Governor 
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wko is willing to spend money from his own pocket — even if it is 
Bs. 48,000 spread over five years. As a matter of fact we are on the 
eve of great constitutional changes and it is just possible that we mi^ 
have a Governor who would not care to have a motor-car. It is quite 
in the cards that Sir Provash Chunder Mitter will be the next Governor 
or for the matter of that Mr. S. M. Bose, the felicitator of Government 
on all possible and impossible occasions — on all conceivable and incon- 
ceivable occasions. They have motor-cars and 1 do not think they will 
care to have new^ motor-cars; but joking apart I really think that it 
would he very hard on the {>oor people of Bengal to pay Hs. 48,000 for 
prospective new cars for the prospective new Governor. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON. I have l)eeu wondering whether the 
hon’ble mover of this motion has not made rather an important discovery. 
Against the demand fur Excise, the first motion for a cut stands in the 
name of Mr. Nareiidra Kumar Bnsu. In the case of Forests, it is the 
same. In the case of Itegistralion, he missed it by one but in the 
present case he has scored Nos. 2. *‘1, and 4. How' is it done? We have 
in this paper a list of about 800 motions out of which possibly a hundred 
at tin* outside will come up for discussion within the time. Has the 
hoirble mover of this motion been the first to dis<‘over that the w’uy to 
make sure for having your little joke against Government is to move a 
cut motion against the first sub-head under each main head? That 
the member should have discovered this is not so serious a matter. 
But I fear the danger of putting ideas into the head of the Finance 
Member. He has got the whole arrangement of the budget in his 
hands, and he can, if he wishes, change the order of the sub-heads in 
such a manner that the discussion of all awkward questions may be ruled 
out. It is fortunate he is not in his seat. He has not in all these ten 
years fallen into this temptation and as a result we have had the some 
series of cut motions coming up for discussion year after year, 
while year after year there have been motions which have been tabled 
but never been reached. I would suggest that possibly Mr. Marr's 
Secretarv' might bring it to his notice so that we may have a greater 
variety in our budget discussions after some re-arrangement of these 
heads has been made. 

Mr. t. C. OHATTERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. The hon'ble 
member is reading us a lecture which is not relevant to the motion 
before the House. 

Mr* PREEIDENTs His sole intention, I think, is to amuse the 
House after its hard labour. (Laughter.) 

Mr* W* H* THOMPEONs I very mtieh regret if I have wasted 
your time. Sir, by digressing in this manner. 
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We are on the subject of motor-cars for the new GFovemor. Motor- 
.cars do not go on for ever. Ordinarily we must expect 15 per cent, 
depreciation per annum. The motor-car which has lasted for five years 
is not, I fear, fit for use on ceremonial occasions. I do not think it 
would be polite to welcome the new Governor of Bengal and give him 
five years’ old cars t ) ride about in. Along with His Excellency there 
will be Her Excellency who undoubtedly prefers to have a brand new 
motor-f‘ur and to choose its colour herself. Sir, Mr. Chatterjee has 
found some of my remarks were not relevant, but I submit that they 
were relevant in this way. I was suggesting that possibly in his eager- 
ness to get in first the mover of this motion had proposed a cut which he 
himself did not take very seriously. I do not think any member of this 
House takes very seriously all these proposed cuts regarding the 
expenses of Government House. The Governor of Bengal is the figure- 
head of this great province, but be is also the representative amongst 50 
millions of people of the King-Emperor. For one or other of these 
two reasons or for both, I believe all members have a real respect for 
his office and T do not believe that any member of this House would care 
to see His Ex(‘ellencv so far reduced in circumstances as to have t<) go 
and live in the Bengal Club or ride in a taxi. 

Mfi SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY* The real point in this 
connection is whether the purchase of new' motor-cars is a necessity or 
«u extravagance. If it is u necessity, I am sure the House will readily 
agree to the demand. 


^-30 p.in. 

If not, I think the House will reject it. 8ii, it is not only a personal 
matter for His Excellency the Governor; it has other hearings also, 
because if this demand is sanctioned and he indulges in this extra- 
vagance during thn time of economic distress, his example will be 
followed by lesser people, for instance, the asamindars of Bengal. (A 
voicK: \oM should not puichase a new car.) No. I may add that 
my car is very old and it is time to replace it, but owing to the present 
economic distress, I have deferred purchasing a new C 4 U-, and I hope His 
Excellency the Governor will follow my example. G^'^fbter.) 

In the old days when Bengal was ruled by the Nawabs, their example 
was followed by the^ samindars of Bengal. Some of them were rakes 
And it became the fashion with the zamindars to become rakes. Evmi 
now some of the tamindars have become improvident, about which Khan 
Bahadur Asisul Haque spoke vehemently the other day. I think it is 
lieeanse of the etam|de set by our foreign rulers that they have become 
AA Sir, thair try to imitate the manners of our maelen ; they give hig 
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parties like the westeru people and the result is they get into debts. 
If you make an inquiry, you will fiiul that those who follow old ideals 
and those who live in the old orthodox fashion do not owe auythini? to 
anybody and do not have to go to the money-lenders, and there is no 
economic distress for them. 

iilM SATYENDRA HATH ROY: 1 am not fToinjf to oppose the 
demand, but I should like to ask the Hoirble Government Member who 
will give reply to this motion, whether such provision is made in the 
budgets of other provinces having Governors. It is only for the 
purpose of ascertaining what other provinces do that 1 make this 
inquiry. I liope the Hon’ble Memlier will give us this information. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I had no idea that the 
discussion would take such u humorous turn and wimld lead to comments 
on the rakish Imliits of tlie zamindars. The fa<ts, however, are very 
dull and drab. One of the facts is that under the orders td the Secretary 
of State the new Governor shall be provided with a certain numl>er 
of motor-cai*s for the proper discharge of his duties. This order applies 
to all Governors and is not i>eculiar to Bengal. The SecTetary <»f Stat^^ 
has, however, fixed a maximum sc‘ale for the purchase of motor cars for 
the Governor. Jt a!»y iwrticulur Governor wants to have more motor- 
cars than what is allowed hy his sanctioned scale, or if he wants to have 
u Kolls Koyce or other luxurious cars for his own use, he must pay the 
e\ces.s cost from his own pcs ket. The number of cars which the Secre- 
tary of State has sanctioned as part of the etjuipment of the Governor 
of Bengal, i» three and these motor-cars are supplied once every five 
years. If you allow 15 per cent, depreciation on a motorcar — and I 
think that is a reawmable allowance — then at the end of five years the 
value of the car will be 25 per cent, of the amount for which it was 
bought. At the end of the Governor's period, the value realised from 
the old cars is credited to the province, so that the net (‘ost of the cam 
during the period of office of a Governor is the initial cost minux the 
amount realised at the end of the fifth year of the out-going Governor. 
This provision is made, as I have said, in accordance with the scale laid 
dow n by the Secretary of State once in five yearn. His Excellency the 
present Governor come out in 1927 and his five years will be over in 
1932. The identitj^ of the new Governor may not be known to anybody 
— ^it is not known to ue — ^but so Iimg as the present constitution remains, 
there will be a new Governor in 1932 and we have to provide in the 
budget for these motorcars for the individual who corner out as 
Governor. Consequently we have to make this provision in the budget 
for 193142. 

' TIm motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basn wan than put nnd kilr 
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Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that ike 
demand of Ks. 70,000 under the head **22A . — Staff and Household of 
the Governor — Band Establishment^^ be refused. 

Sir, I do not think it necessary for me to say much on this matter, 
on which I had the honour to address the Council last year. This is an 
annual fixture on the agenda. I do not think my friend on the other 
side was justified in thinking that we do not mean these motions to be 
taken seriously, nor is it true that we are lacking in any degree in a 
sense of respect for the dignity of His Excellency the Governor in 
bringing these motions. We brought forward these motions in all 
seriousness, Ihis is only a small item, but this motion has been tabled 
for the purpi>se of registering our protest against the idea that the 
Governor of a province must be clothed in pomp and grandeur. It is 
an ancient fallacy and tho sooner it is done away with the better. In 
requesting the Governor of the province to live just like an ordinary 
man we are not sliowing him any disrespect ; on the contrary we are 
showing him the utmost possible respect a(‘rording to our ideas. We 
in India do not look upon the pomp of the court ns a thing deserving 
of respect. Our traditions record the names with the utmost affection 
of kings w'ho scorned pomp and pageantry and who declined to receive 
anything from tho public treasury for any luxury or even for their 
personal necessities. I have related to this House the traditions 
associated with King Bikramaditya and the story of the King 
Nasiruddin who refused to keep a cook and insisted upon his wife 
cooking and the answ'er he gave to his wife was that he was too poor 
to afford a cook, because his expenses were met out of the income derived 
from his own labours. Then there is the story of another oriental king, 
the Caliph Omar, who did not receive a single pice from the treasury 
for his own use. In moving cuts like this we are asking the Governor 
to shake off this ancient prejudice and to become just like ordinary 
man and ctmiiaand much more of our respect and in so far as we expect 
him to command that respect, I do not think we are showing any dis- 
respect to him. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Were it not for the fact that Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta is an Indian, and I am a European I oould only say that 
I am astounded to hear any Indian saying that the people of this 
country do not like the Governor to be clothed in pomp and 
pageantry. That to my mind is a most remarkable statement. One 
cannot help feeling a certain amount of sympathy with the under- 
lying idea of this motion which is to the effect that, in times of strin- 
gency any unnecessary expenditure, which may he regarded as on 
luxuries, should be cut out. But I would just like to draw attentioB 
of the House to something which I read this morning. It is this : ''In 
fact the tenancy of overlooking Bengal and the Bengalis in connection 
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wfth the future constitution of India is pronounced in every circle of 
Iiid^n politicians. This is deplorable no doubt and the Bengali public 
will, in the very near future, have no other alternative but to find out 
ways and means to safeguard their interests even if such ways and 
means come in direct (‘onflict with the view points of the most powerful 
figure in the Indian political world.’* In other words, we must uphold 
our individuality in Bengal. Sir, I have been in Beng^al for a good 
many years and I am proud of it. I think it is up to every member of 
this House to trj' and do everything in his power to uphold the dignity 
of this presidency amongst the provinces of India. His Excellency the 
Governor is the human embodiment of tlie dignity of the province and, 
in spite of the financial siringency, I would strongly deprecate the 
removal of one of his jicitiuisites which, after all does not (ost a very 
large amount of money and witlumt which he would not ])e able to take 
his rightful place among the Governors of the provinces of India. 

I oppose the motion. 

The following motion uas called hut not moved: — 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: ^^Timt the demand of Hs. 70,000 
under the head ‘22A. — Bond EstabliHliment’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(unnecessary expenditure in the present condition of the country).” 


6-45 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 70,000 under the haad “22A. — Staff and Household of 
the Governor — Band Establishment” he reduced by Rs. 100 (utility 
of Band Establishment). 

Sir, I yield to none in ray loyalty and devotion to my King and 
country, but I do not [)elong to the class derisively styled ”/o Hukuma^* 
and the “Standard-bearers of the Bnreaucrar*y,“ yet I must confess that 
I felt a certain amount of hesitancy when 1 was asked to submit the cut 
motions regarding the hand and other parapbemalias attaching to the 
Governor's establishments. A strong sense of duty, however, impelled 
me to think that it was only through us that the voice of the people 
is to be heard in the Councils of the realm, their needs and grievances 
are to be ventilated, their rights and liberties are to be championed 
and their wants are to be remedied. The people are in dire distress. 
They are at the end of their resources. For want of buyers jute is 
rotting in the fields — paddy is lying undetached from the stalk. It 
was not a food famine but a famine of money. The raiyat fails io pay 
r«it to* the landlord — the landlord his revenue to the State, the 
capitalist fails to get return for his investment — and the State 
Exchequer is bankrupt and the Finance Member has come with a 
deficit budget. Malaria, kala-axar, cholera, small-pox, and tuber- 
culosis are not idle in adding to the misen^i of the people. Sir, I had 
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not the misfortune of witnessing such unprecedented distress among’ 
all classes of the community during the last fifty years. In these 
circumstances, I consider it my duty as a representative of the people 
to raise my voice against any waste of public funds. Sir, I know His 
Excellency the Governor to be one of the best and most sympathetic 
rulers that we ever had. It was undoubtedly our duty to preserve his 
dignity and prestige by all means. But, Sir, I verily believe that his 
advisers are labouring under a wrong notion about the real significance 
of the terms “dignity” and “prestige.” May I ask, Sir, does the 
dignity and prestige of the Governor depend on bands and other para- 
phemalias of royalty alone? I believe not. With the advance of 
civilisation and enlightenment the costly splendours of the medieval 
age are being discarded all over the world. I think, true prestige and 
dignity rested on the love and affection of the subjects. Sir, if music 
was indispensable to a ruler, why not engage a band of the best 
Nahahut or Rasunchowhi that can be heard in the country', which are 
well worth State rei'ognition and patronage. It would be far less costly 
and would captivate the imagination of the people and would also be 
in keeping w'ith oriental ideals of royalty. Sir, on ceremonial occa- 
sions the Governor of Ceylon recjuisition the services of the Lascorin 
Band of the Kandian Kings of old w'ho appear at (joverninent House 
in quaint scarlet uniform. I do not know whether it lowered the 
dignity and prestige of the (Colonial Governor of that picturesque 
island. Sir, is it not the duty of the State to identify itself with the 
woes and miseries of the people rather than ride roughshod over their 
feelings and ruthlessly waste public funds in dinner, drink and dancing 
enlivened with musical bands? Pray do not let the future historian 
compare it with “Nero fiddling while Home burnt.” 

Th0 Hon’blt Mr* Wi D. R* PRENTICE* 1 have much sympathy with 
the remarks of the hon’ble mover, but it seems to me such a pity when 
there are so many more important subjects to be dealt with under this 
head, that we should be discussing year after year the same old things. 
This questmn of the Governor’s band has been discussed for the last 
ten years, and about 1925 the question was seriously taken up, as to 
how far the demand under this head could be reduced. I do not think 
that the members of the Council and the people of Bengal generally 
would accept Dr. Sen Gupta’s argument that a certain amount of 
panoply should not attach to the office of the Governor of Bengal. I 
think the correct thing to say would be that there would be a certain 
amount of disappointment if this were done away with. (A voica: 
Question), ^wever, the fact remains that the question was first 
discussed in 1911 or 1912 as to whether the prestige of the Governor 
of the province dBbanded a band. It was decided that as the two 
other Presidanoy Govamors had a band, Bengal should have one also, 
and I think it wrould be wise to accept this decision that the Governor 
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Presidency, an important Pr^idency like Bengal, should hr 
l^n these facilities for entertaining his guests, his public guests, in 
fte manner in which such high class entertainments are usually con* 
ducted. The matter was again discussed in 1925, and the question was 
then raised as to the smallest expenditure that should be incurred for 
the upkeep of a band. It was decided that a proper band could not be 
maintained for anything under Rs. 70,000; if the expenditure went 
below that it would alter the class of music that could be provided, 
and that a dance orchestra must he substituted for a band. It was 
finally settled that the band should l)e retained* l)ut that the expendi- 
ture should not exceed Ks. 7t),(KI0. and this figure has been strictly 
adhered to since. I may say that there is no one more sympathetic 
towards the difficulties of the province than His Excellency himself; 
he has given careful consideration to this question, and has tried to ser 
whether the expenditure could not In* reduced. He has finally (bcided 
that it is impossible to reduce the expenditure on a band Wow 
Rs. 70,000 and he does not think that he would he doing his duty to the 
province were he to agree to the abolition of the band, and to tha 
substitution of a dance orche^itra for it. 

It is really a question of the pomp and cinjumstance wfiich should 
attach to the person of the (Governor of this Presidency, and I think 
the House would be well advised to recognise this fa(‘t and pass this 
demand without opposition. 

The motion ol Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
lost. 

The motion ttf Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI ! I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,02,000 under the head '*22A. — Staff and Housahoid of 
the Governor — Bodyguard Establishment” be refused. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Us. 1.02,(MK) under the head 
**22A. — Staff and Household of the Govei nor —Bodyguard Establish- 
ment” be reduced by Rs. KK) (utility of Boilyguard Establishment). 

Sir, Prakritt EanjanaP* was the Hindu ideal of a ruler. The 

duty of the ruler was to do things pleasing to his subjec;ts, which I 
believe to be the best means of winning their hearts. To rule over 
the hearts of the people has been the highest conception of the rulers 
of men. The allegiance emanating from love and affection was, 1 
think, the best form of loyalty. Upon the happiness, conhsnimeot and 
prosperity of the people depended the glory of the rulers. Sir, tho 
Governor represents His Majesty the £ing-£mperor and it was certaiii*^ 
ly a pai^ of our duty to see that nothing was done which would lower 
him in prestige and dignity befitting his exalted pofdtion. 

Sir, the object of my motions is to cut down an unnecessary expen- 
diture. The services of these bodyguards are requisitioned only during 
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ceremonial occasions. Such a huge expenditure on this head during 
the years of hnancial stringency cannot but evoke criticism. Had 
there been a little foresight and imagination, I think the matter 
could have been managed in a most satisfactory way. Sir, we are of 
Bengal and the Governor is ours. It was our bounden duty to guard 
his person and to show him the honour due to royal personages. It 
was a sacred trust. How splendid had it looked if the IJniversity 
Corps had been reorganised and the services of the best of them in 
physique been requisitioned to serve as bodyguards on ceremonial 
occasions. Would it not have added to the dignity and prestige to the 
Governor to be thus surrounded by the flowers of the Fniversity 
attired in glittering uniform? Sir, trust begets trust. Trust us and 
it will be reciprocated a hundred times. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: There is one thing that I would like 
to make known to the Hon^ble Member. There are two mounted 
sowars who are always sitting on their horses like two painted figures. 
We have never seen this .sort of thing before the time of Lord Lytton, 
and I submit it is cruelty to the men who sit like this, and cruelty to 
the horse as well. I think we might do without that. 

Th# Hgn’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I gather that Munindra 
Deb Kai Mahasai’s objection is not so much to the l)odyguard as to the 
class from which it is recruited. I do not think that he means his 
motion seriously. Anyway, the same conditions apply to the body- 
guard as to the band. But I have this much to add that while it is 
absolutely impossible to reduce the expenditure on the band, I have 
been authorised by His Excellency to state that he has gone through 
the budget very carefully, and he has decided to reduce the expendi- 
ture on the bodyguard by about Rs. 10,000 during the coming year. 

As regards the remarks of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, I shall convey them 
to the Military Secretary. I am sure he is not aware of this cruelty. 

The motions of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai were then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

6 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved; — 

Mr. P. BANERJI: **That the demand of Rs. 4,12,000 under the 
head *22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor* be reduced by 
Ra. 2,03.000.** 

Mr. P« BANlRdlS “That the demand of Rs. 4,12,000 under the 
head *22. — Staff and Household of the Governor* be reduced by 
Be. 1,70,000.'* 
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MUNINORA DEt RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 

Bm. 4,13,000 under the head ‘22A.— Staff and Household of the 

Governor* be reduced by Rs. 1,50,000.” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 4,12,000 under the head ‘22A. — SiafiP and Household of the 

Governor* be reduced by Rs. 50,000.’* 

Mtilivi HA88AN ALI: I move that the demand of Rs. 4,12,(K)0 

under the head “22 A. — Staff and Household of the Governor” be 

reduced by Rs. 26,000. 

Sir, the object of my cut is obvious. I want to place before the 
House the necessity of retrenchiiK^nt of expenditure in every item of 
the Government, because we are all aware that the country is under- 
going a fearful economic crisis at the present moment. Already there 
are acute distresses in Bogra and some other district.^ of Bengal. 
Nobody can exactly foretell what will happen. In these perilous times 
what the country reiiuires most is the adecjuate grant of money for 
famine relief, and medical aid and other allied things. But to our 
surprise, Sir, we find that the Government is going to spend a heavy 
sum of Rs. 4,12,000 on the staff and household of the Governor, and 
only Rs. 50,000 have been allotted for famine relief. This shows, Sir, 
how' the Government of Bengal is apathetic tow'ards th'e people of 
Bengal, and this apathy, Sir, cuts at the very heart of the people and 
it is this which they cannot tolerate. The Finance Member cannot get 
sufficient money for famine-stricken people of Bengal and he will 
spend such an enormously heavy sum on the staff and household of tha 
Governor and that, Sir, even by borrowing about a crore of rupees: 
Very fine thing indeed ! I do not say that His Excellency the Governor 
does not require his secretaries, clerks and servants and other things. 
Certainly His Excellency requires all these. Yet it is the duty of 
the Government to see w'hether the luxury' underlying them can be 
avoided, specially at a time when the country’ can ill afford them. 

At this financial crisis, Sir, every' individual, every' family of 
Bengal from the poorest cultivator to the richest xamindar, has been 
compelled by sheer force of circumstances to curtail his expenses. Is 
it not but fair and good-looking, Sir, that at such a time the expenses 
on account of the staff and household of the head of the province should 
also undergo some curtailment? 

The purtailment on this head, Sir, I believe will not minimise in 
the least the pomp and prestige of the Governor. For, Sir, ours is the 
country in which plain living and high thinking have been worshipped 
as an ideal from time immemorial by the poor and the rich, by th# 
kings and the subjects alike. 


1 ? 
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Ours in a country, Sir, in whick the King Bikramaditya lived who 
tseed to sleep on mat. Ours is a countr>% Sir, in which Rajarahi Kinir 
Nasiruddin once lived who used to earn his livelihood by selling his 
manuscripts of the Koran, and whose fair Queen once burnt her royal 
fingers in cooking meal for her royal consort who yet would not concede 
to encroach upon the Public Exchequer for the employment of a cook. 
Sir, ours is a country in which the great Vivekananda lived only a 
few years ago who renounced the luxuries of the modem world. 

Sir, ours is a country in which Bibekananda has been the ideal. 
Ours is a country in which the great prophet the Fakir King 
Mohammed who used to sleep on mats with brickbats to rest his head 
on, and who yet laid foundations of an Empire that extended from 
Delhi to Granada. 

Sir, ours is a country in which that half naked fakir of Sabarmati 
has l)een the ideal of to-day. But can any body point out that there is 
any other man in India who is more dignified than Mahatma Gandhis 

I therefore submit, Sir, that cui-tailment in these expenditures and 
luxuries of the Private Secretaries, carpets and furniture, bands and 
various other things will not lessen to a littK^ even the dignity and 
prestige of the Governor. 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I do not think 
there is anything of real value in the arguments of the mover of the 
motion, but I would only point out that carpets and furniture are not 
supplied for the use of the Private Secretary but for Government 
House. So I am not prepared to accept this motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassau Ali was then put and lost. 

The following motions w^ere called but not moved: — 

Mm 4lTiNDRALAL BANNERJEE: ''That the demand of 

Rs. 4,12,000 ulider the head ‘22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Oovernor’ be reduced by Rs. 7,434.'^ 

MUNIHDRA DEB RAI MAHAiAl: "That the demand of 

Rs. 4,12,000 Under the head ‘22A. — General Administration — Staff 
and Household of the Governor* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a 
discussion on the high salary^ emoluments, allowances, etc., of the 
Cbvemor).*’ ^ 

Mr. BARAT ONANORA BALl "That the demand of Rs. 4,12,000 
undhr the head *22A.— Staff and Household of Hie Governor* be 
fidieed by Re. 1 (grievances of the dep ro a sed classes in the mntto 
of representation on the staff)/’ 
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m BalMMtor KESHAB CHANDRA BANBR^h * That the dmand 
of ita. 2,000 u&der the head *22D. — Exwutive ('cmncil — Travelling 
AUowance’ be refused.'’ 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAtU, Rai BaiiMlur KEBHAB 
CHANDRA BANERdI and MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAII 

‘‘That the demand of Ks, 650 under the h.^ad ‘221). — Exe<*utive Coum il 
— Hill Allowances’ be refused.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand for 
Rs. 17,000 under the head ‘22D. — Executive ('ounciP In* refused.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 17,000 under the head ‘221). — Executive Council’ be reduced by 
Rs. 105 (constitutional issue).” 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 17, (KM) und.*r the head ”221).— Executive Council’ be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (to raise a discusvijon as to how fur effect has been given to the 
scheme of Indianization recommended by the Lee ComniisHion).” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM and MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 

“That the demand of R'<. IT.tKIO under the head ‘221). — Executive 
(\)uncil’ 1 m* reduced by Rs. 5 (number of Executive Councillors).” 

Mauivi HASSAN ALIs Sir, 1 [»eg to move that the demand of 
Rfl. l,02,<Mt0 under the head ‘‘22E. — Ministers” be reduced by 
Rs. Ofi.lXM). 

The object of my motion is notliinir but economy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I rise on a point of order, Sir. In 
discussing this motion is the member to c-onfine his remarks to the 
economic and constitutional sides of the v|uestion or is he entitled tu 
discuss the question of the policy of the Ministers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He should conBoe his remarks to the economic 
question, because the t|uestion of the |>ersonality of the Ministers or 
their policy is not involved in this motion. Motions relating to those 
point.s will come up later when he can disc uss them, if he likes. 

Mauivi HABSAN ALI: We are all aware that the country is in 
the grip of a very severe economic crisis. It is ther^ore only fair 
that the Government should curtail its expenditure in every possibla 
way. In doing so, however, the question of prestige may ariae. 
Some might say that the pay of the Executive Councillors should also 
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be reduced. By thi« motion I want to reduce the Ministers* salary 
from Rs. 64,000 to Re. 36,000 a year, that is to say, to Rs. 3,000 per 
mensem. I believe similar reductions in the pay of the Ministers have 
been made in other provinces in India. In the Central and United 
Provinces we find that the Ministers are taking a salary of Rs. 3,000 
each per month, and I see no reason why in Bengal, which is a poor 
provim e, the Ministers should get more. As for the Ministers them- 
selves, I would like to suggest that they should follow the noble 
example of the Nawah of Chattari who has conceded to take only 
Rs. 400 per month. He is now a Member of the Executive Council 
hut he was a Minister from 1923 and from that time he was taking a 
salary of Rs. 3,000 per month. With these words I place my motion 
before the House. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-30 p.m.] 

Mauivi SYEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise to support the 
motion. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. I said that I would take up 
motions 242, 243 — 245, 246, 254 and 255. The next motion will be 
243. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,92,000 under the head ‘'22E. — Ministers — Pay of 
Ministers” be reduced by Rs. 84,000. 

I want to fi.v the pay of the Ministers at Rs. 3,000 a month each. 

I think it is hardly necessary to speak much in order to commend the 
motion to the House. The arguments in favour of the reduction of 
the Ministers’ salaries are familiar to the members of the House. 
Not only on economic grounds but also on other grounds the salaries ^ 
paid to the Ministers are more than enough in all conscience. It is 
suggested that it is a matter of prestige; becau.se under the Govern- 
ment of India Act the pay of the Executive Councillors is fixed at a 
certain .sum and that if the Ministers are paid a lower salary their 
prestige would suffer. I refuse to be frightened by that bogey of 
prestige and I think very few members of the House would be of the 
contrary opinion. Let not that bogey of prestige be trotted out in 
this country where jmverty has never been decried — in a country where 
a “half-naked fakir” leads the whole country and sits across the table 
with the august representative of the Sovereign, to come to terms 
with him — in a country where the income of a man is never taken 
into account in order to place him socially. IM not the members of 
thin House forget that the pay of the Executive CounciUors is fixed 
by Statute largely for the benefit of the Members of the Executive 
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Oovmoil who are members of the Indian Civil Service. It does not 
mutter whether people who have come out to make as much money aa 
they can and in which they ai*e supported by their own countrymen — 
it does not matter if such people w!»o are supported by a Royal Com- 
mission to loot the country as much as they like, jret such high 
salaries. But certainly Ministers who are representatives of the 
people ought to be satisfied with smaller salaries. It is certainly 
absurd to say that Rs. 5,333 is a sum witlumt which no Minister can 
go on. Sir, in addition to the examples < ited by my friend, Maulvi 
Hassan Ali, regarding the Central Provinces and the United Provinces, 
I would cite the instance of the nearest province of Bihar. There a 
popular Minister Sir (iunesli Dutt Sing ha.s refused to draw more than 
Rs. 1,000 as his pay. Ha.s that liurt his prestige iu any way or has it 
enhanced his prestige with the people whom lu' represents in the 
Council — people most of whom are half-starved, half-naked not by 
choice but because they liave n<»t the wherewithal to feed and cloth© 
themselves P Is it fair, is it rea.sonable, is it honest tluit the Ministers, 
all of whom are men of means, men horn with silver spoons in their 
mouths, should draw so mucli salary iu tlie present ire u instances of 
the country!^ 


Mr* PRESIDENTS 1 do not (juite fedlow you. I'he Ministers draw 
their salary under the Statute and you cannot call it dishonest for 
them to do so. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I said di.shonest in a moral 
sense — in the sense that they are drawing [irincely salaries wlieii the 
majority of their own countrymen are d\ing of poverty and want. 
There i.s no statutory provision f«»r pieveiitiiig them from drawing a 
smaller salary. There is nothing to pre\ent tlie llon’hle Ministers to 
come before the House and say ^‘I will not draw a salary of Rs. 04,000 
a year and I am willing to draw a smaller salary.'’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou had better withdraw the word “diMhonent.’’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: If >on think that the expression 
i« unparliamentary I unreservedly withdraw it. Sir, I think it would 
be the height of wisdom on the part of the Hon ’hie Ministers — it would 
enhance their prestige in the eyes of all— if they get up to-<lay and 
gay that they are willing to accept a smaller salary. We all know 
that ever since the Refonns the cost of administration in Bengal bag 
gone up immeasurably. In the place of one Lieutenant-Governor for 
Bengal, Bihar and Grissa we have now got two Govetnors and how 
many Executive Councillors and Ministers I do not know with a few 
acore of secretaries, deputy secretaries and under-secretaries and there 
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i« hardly any money for the purpose of feeding the people or clothiiig 
the people and of giving them education or the benefits of sanitation. 
Ih it not the bounden duty of the Hoii’ble Ministers in such circum- 
stances to declare that it is not necessary for them to take so much 
money from the country? Would it not put a tax on the hard earn- 
ings of the people? Rupees 3,000 is not a small sum even for Bengal 
zamindars from which class all the present Ministers are drawn. This 
is not a question of a want of confidence in the Ministers. This is a 
question of economy. 8o far as this side of the House is concerned 
we expect that the Ministers will get up in their seats individually and 
declare that they will accept a low'er figure for their salary? 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,92,0(X) under the head ‘22K. — Pay of Ministers’ be reduced by 
Rs. 48,000.” 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE and Mr. P. BANERdl: 

*‘That the demand of Rs. 2,13,000 under the head ‘22E. — Ministers’ 
be reduced by Rs. 84,000.” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I with your 
permission speak in support of the motion of Mauivi Hassan Ali? 
Sir, as tlii.s is only a economic cut tlie only defence on the part of the 
Hon’hle Ministers is to .say that their status would be lowered if they 
accept a lower figure. Their status js supposed to be the same as that 
of the Executive Councillors. But uhat do we a( tually find. Is their 
status the same? We find looking at the Cabinet that the Hon’ble 
Mr. Prentice is the first-grade Member of the Cabinet and no com- 
parison <’au be drawn between him and the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
K. G. M, Furoqui. What do we actually see.^ The Hon’ble Mr. Marr 
comes second in my estimation. He is the second-grade Member of 
the Cabinet and if I may be permitted to say so, Sir Prova.sh Chunder 
Mitter (‘omes next, while the Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Ghuzuavi 
is the fourth-grade man in the Cabinet. Mr. Prentice can break my 
head and Sir Provash (’hunder Mitter can send me to jail but what 
can others do. It is they who command some prestige but what Alhadj 
Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi can do to me? The only thing he can do to 
me is to prevent me from my going to the Suiiderbaiis and to deprive 
me of the games. Coming to the Ministers I find the Hon’ble Mr. 
Bijay Prasad Singh Roy is the fifth-grade MemWr of the Cabinet and 
is the greatest in the Ministry. I would plac^e the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 
Naiimuddin as the sixth-grade man in the Cabinet and the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Faro<)ut is the seventh-grade man in the Cabinet. Sir, 
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Mie salaries do not count in judging the status of a man. I know 
that the manager of a big firm in Calcutta draws Bs. ^,000 a month 
as his salary and commission— double the salary of His Excelleuoy the 
Governor. But is it that the status of the manager is greater than the 
status of His Excellency?' Certainly not. It has nothing to do arith 
the salary. Therefore. I say that the Ministers ought to get Rs. 3,000 
or Rs. 2,500 a month and that this will not in any way take away their 
status. I think they ought to remain satisfied with that salary. 

6-45 p.m. 

Therefore it is high time for them to consider the matter seriously 
and to accept the salary now proposed hy my friend, Mr. Hassan Ali. 

With these words I support the motion of my friend, Mr. Hassan 
Ali. 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Sir, I am not concerned in setting up any 
rival scale of salaries for the Ministers nor any rival scale of 
precedence among them. I am only referring to the speech of the 
previous speaker, I mean Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil. I am sure that 
the House will not be moved unduly by the eloquent but purely 
emotional appeal made by Mr. Basu. The basis of Mr. Basil’s argu- 
ment is that we should take away Bs. H-l.OOO a year from the Ministers' 
salaries in order to give relief to the half-starved and half-clad people 
of Bengal. Sir, if we make this cut of Its. 84, (MM), where does it go 
toh Certainly not to the half-starved and half-<dad population of 
Bengal. Either this will go to sw'ell the balances in the budget or 
else certain tuxes might be lessened, in which case Mr. Basu and 
other meml)er.s possibly may he benefited, but certainly not the half- 
starved and half-clad jKipulation of Bengal. Their taxes, if any, will 
remain the same, quite unaffected by any single cut such as this. 
Therefore the argument is now' a purely emotional one which no 
sensible member of this House needs support. 


RtV. B. A. NAG: Being comparatively a new member of thia 
House 1 have not been able to follow some of the arguments, 
espeidally, the arguments regarding prestige. Just before the reforms 
were brought about several sc^hemes were l>efore the leaders of the 
country and 1 remember these things being discussed under the 
presidency of the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea hy the prominent 
political leaders in Bengal. They all submitted that the salaries of 
the Ministers should be the same as the salaries of the Executive 
Councillors, otherwise their prestige would suffer. I am not sure if 
my friend Mr. Basu, who was a prominent member of the Indian 
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Association, was there and gave hig gupport to that suggestion, but I 
am surprised to hear that he does not think that the prestige of the 
Ministers will suffer if their salaries are reduced. I will give an 
example, Sir. Personally, when I travel on my own, I never travel 
upper than second class, but if I have to travel on Government busi- 
negs, I would mind travelling lower than first class, especially when 
the Secretaries to Government travel first class. My friend, Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu, will perhaps also do the same. 

Mfi NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* I travel first class when I 
travel on my own. 


R6Vi Bt A. NAC: He may have a long purse. I submit. Sir, the 
question of prestige must be there, and it is because of this question 
of prestige that I am opposed to this cut in the salaries of Ministers. 

Then, Sir, I think it was Mr. Hashemy or probably Mr. Hassan 
Ali who appealed to the Ministers to work for nothing. I believe 
that all the three present Ministers are rich enough to agree to work 
without any remuneration, but they will bar out by their action other 
persons who might be as able as they but wbo could not afford to 
work without pay, or even on Bs. 2,0(K) or 3,000. Therefore, I hope 
this motion to cut the Ministers’ salary will not be carried bv this 
House. 

With these words I oppose the motion. 


Dr, NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA, My hon’hle friend 
Mr. Ormond has been pleased to enlighten this House on a most 
important economic fact and that is that Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu 
wau hopelessly wrong when he thought that some good would be done 
to the starving millions of the people if the salaries of the Ministers 
were refused. He is opposed to this <ut because he does not care to 
swell the balances of the Government. I hope Mr. Ormond hag read 
his budget. The balance which he is so afraid of swelling is entirely 
negative— it consists of a deficit of a trifle of a sum, a little under a 
crore of rupees. I suppose Mr. Ormond will not care to reduce the 
deficit by even a trifling amount. If the deficit remains and if the 
94 lakhs cannot be found, it has got to be found by loan. And who 
will pay the interest of the loan? Well, it comes ultimately to the 
starving people. Apart from that, apart from the question of directly 
benefiting the starving people, as I have said before, it is a question 
of decency. When people are starving, those who drew fat salariea 
from the taxes of the people, at any rate those who are placed in a 
tmsition to draw the salaries from the taxes paid by the people. 
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•feuld thiak it ineonsist^nt with their self-respect to go on drawing^ 
the same high salary as they drew before. That is my view of dignity, 
self-respect and prestige. 

The Hev. Mr. Xag has referred to a high authority — an authority 
which I respect — in support of the proposition that the salary of the 
Ministers is inseparable from the question of prestige and a reduction 
of even one pice from their salary would inevitably affect their 
prestige. Well, Sir, I am glad he has referred to that. I am glad 
he has referred to the result of the conference at which the late Sir 
Surendra Xath Bonerjea gave it as his considered opinion that the 
salaries of Ministers should not be reduced because that would affect 
their prestige. Does not Mr. Nag rememW that that was the grave 
of the prestige of the late Sir Surendra Nath BanerjeaP 


Rev. B. A. NAC: Sir, I did not «uy that that was the view of the 
late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. What 1 said was that he presided 
over a conference of political leaders of Bengal at which this decision 
was arrived at. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 had not the honour 

of being present at the conference and I thank Mr. Nag for correcting 
me, because tliis will at any rate improve niy old respect for the late 
Sir Surendra Nath. The leaders, who induced the late Sir Surendra 
Nath to stick to that resolution, did not serve him well, as he knew 
to liis cost at the next election. The idol of the people was brought 
to dust, because he considered that prestige lay not in siicrifice but 
in the figure of his salary. (A vok k : lie never said that.) I am 
glad to hear this. He w’as induced to take up that attitude. How- 
ever, I do not want to take up much time over this question of 
prestige. It is idle to suggest that the bulk or size of the salary give# 
one prestige : it is worth which alone gives prestige to a man and 
not his artificial trappings. The tall man does not require a stilt ; a 
stilt is re(}uired for dwarfs to raise them to the height of men. 

Sir, then there is another thing which humiliates me. It has been 
said by the previous speakers that the salary of Ministers in other 
provinces has been reduced, and in several provinces the Ministers 
themselves have come forward with motions of cut in their own 
salary. When this has been done in the rest of India, we in Bengal 
have the inglorious distinction of finding our Ministers doing nothing 
in that direction. The Ministers have not only not come forward to 
move a redaction of their salary as a sign of their sympathy with the 
sufferings of the people, they do not even come forward to say one 
word which would re-assure us that after all their hearts are not 
made of stone. They are content to sit, shall I say, like painted 
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dolls or tender nurslings sleeping in comfort under the protecting 
wing of the Hon’ble the Finance Member and resting in the assurance 
of the comfortable majority that they have got in this House. Sir, 
that is a position which may be very satisfactory to the Ministers, 
but that is a position which makes me hang down my head in shame. 
Bengal has been shamed before the rest of India by this inglorious 
attitude of her Ministers. While other provinces have gone ahead 
and shown nobility, our representatives on the Ministerial bench have 
made us hang down our heads with shame. 


AdjMimiiitiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 
2lBt March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



FfOOMdHigs of the Bangal L«gltiativt Counoli undir Bit 

provttiofis of the Government of India Act. 

The Coun(:il met in the Council Chamber in the Council HoQse, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 2l8t March, 1931, at lOtSO a.m, 


Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja Sir Maxmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhtri, kt., of Sautosh) in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Membere 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon'ble Ministere and 118 nominat- 
ed and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Death of Radhika Ranjan Bhattaoharjee of Malliekpur (aesaere) from 
gun-shot wounds. 

*151. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Ik the Hon'ble Member 
in charjjre of the Police Depart merit aware that the dead body of one 
Radhika Hunjan Bhattacharjee of Malliekpur in the liohagara police- 
station in the district of Jessore was found in Knakul villafre with gun- 
shot wounds on his jierson in December, 1930? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any poMt niorfew examination 
was held on the body? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a copy of the re|>ort of the poit 
mortem examination? 

id) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any police 
investigation was held in the matter? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member W pleased to state what was the result of the police investiga- 
tionP 
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MEMiER in oluirgn of POLICE OEPARTMEHT (tfio Hon’lllt 
Mr. W. D. R. Prwitioo): (a) Yes. 

{h) Yes. 

(c) An extract from the post mortem report which shows the 
injuries and the opinions as to the cause of death is laid on the Library 
table. 

{d) Yes. 

(e) The poli(;e reported that death was due to sheer negligence on 
the part of the deceased, and their finding was accepted by the Sub- 
divisional Officer, Narail. 

The deceased was out shooting with his brother-in-law in a dinghy 
at the time of the accident, and the motion caused by his jumping 
from one boat to another, resulted in the gun which was in his brother- 
in-law’s hand going off and wounding him. 


Apfiointifient of spooial constables in the district of Midnapore. 

•152. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) AVill the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing— 

(i) how many persons were appointed as special constables in the 
district of Midnapore; and 

(it) when and in what areas they were appointed? 

ih) Is it a fact that since their appointment as such they were given 
no duties to perform? 

(c) Is it a fact that they have been asked to attend the thana daily 
at a certain period of the day? 

(d) Has the Hon’ble Member any information as to the breach of 
peace or riot or unlawful assembly having taken place either previous 
to or after the appointments of special constables in those areas? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) the nature, 

(tt) the date, and 

(tti) the place of sucb occurrences? 
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(/) If there were no occurrences, why have they not been discharged 
io long? 

(ff) Is it a fact that several persons were ap{K>inted special ecmstables 
in the town of Midna|x>re in the month of May last, among whom 
there were some pleaders and muktears of the local bar? 

(h) Is it a fact that all the lawyers who w^ere appointed as such, 
were discharged a day or two after their appointment on the ground 
that under the provision of the Legal Practitioners' Act they could 
not hold any such ap])ointmentP 

(i) If so, will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state why Babu 
Bona Bhusau Da^, a practising muktenr of the Midna|)ore criminal 
courts, was appointed a special constable in the month of October last 
and was convicted for disobeying the order? 

(;) Is it a fact that one Ilakhal Chandra Pain, a blind local shop- 
keeper, aged alx)ut 75 years, has been appointed as a special constable? 

(k) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether he 
has been considered fit enough to discharge the duties of a special 
constable ? 

(l) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of dis- 
charging him at once? 

(m) Is it a fact that the persons other than lawyers appointed 
special constables in the town of Midnapore in the month of May last 
were discharged on the expiry of their prescribed period? 

(n) Is it a fact that a fresh batch was appointed in the month of 
October last in the same area for a period of three months? 

(o) Is the Hon'ble Meml>er also aware that the persons apjminted 
as such on the last occasion had no duties to perform since their 
appointment as there had been no disturbance in the aforesaid area? 

(p) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of dis- 
charging them at once? 

TIm Heii’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE s (a) (t) 494. 

(it) Between May and December, 1930, in disturbed areas of Sadar, 
Contai, Tamluk and Gbatal subdivisions. 

(6) No. 

(c) Some special constables were ordered to attend the thana daily 
in the early part of their appointment and later at longer interrali. 
Yes— both previous and subsequent to their appointment. 

(s) (i), (it) and (iiiy A list is laid on the table. 

(/) Does not arise. 

M Tea. 
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(h) No. They were discharged at the instance of the Sessions 
Judge on the ground that their duties as special constables might 
interfere with their duties to their clients. 

(t) Government are informed that Babu Bona Bhusan Das was not 
practising at the time, so the orders did not apply to his case. 

(j) One Rakhal Chandra Pain, whose eyesight was defective and 
whose age was about 68 years, was appointed. 

(k) He applied immediately for exemption which was granted. 

(!) Does not arise. 

(m) Yes. 

(n) Yes. 

(o) No. The persons appointed were called on to patrol in disturbed 
areas where breai'hes of the peace were apprehended. 

(p) Does not arise. 


List referred to in the answer to clause (e) (t), (n) and (ni) of 
starred question No. 152. 

Sadak. 

Unlawful assembly nt School Basar on 21st April, 1930, leading to 
assault on police and Subdivisional Officer. 

Defiling of co-operative stores in the town of Midnapore on 6th 
May, 1930, and two other successive hartal days. 

Assault on police in connection with collection of chaukidari tax at 
Bamanara, police-station Dan tan, on 19th July, 1930. 

Attack on Additional District Magistrate at Shyamsunderpur on 
24th August, 1930. 


CONTAI. 

Biot at Qppinathpur on 20th May, 1930. Assault on police at 
Protapdigbi dn Slst May, 1930. 

Riot at Narandiha on 6th June, 1930, forcing the police to open 
fire. 

Riot at Eharshui on Ist July, 1930, in Contai subditieion in #kioh 
police was forced to open fire. 
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Cbaulkhola riot (Sotahata P. 8. case No. 4, dated 3rd Ocloher, 
1930). 

Police accompanied hy a special Mapristrate went there to arrest 
accused person in connection with a case of arson (a chaukidar’s house 
was burnt at the instance of volunteers as he did not resi^ his post). 
The villagers collected in large numbers and attacked the police. On 
the orders of the Magistrate present there, the mob was fired upon 
after which they dispersed. 

Riot at Xandanpur (Nandigrum P. S. case No. 5, dated 26fh 
January, 1931, under section 147, Indian Penal Code). On 26th 
January, 1931, volunteers collected men to hold a meeting to celebrate 
independence day. Police present at the shop warned them that it 
was illegal. On orders given to disperse, they did not obey but started 
throwing clods of earth which injured policemen. The case ended in 
conviction of 24 persons on their own confessions under section 147, 
Indian Penal Code, 

Hat loot at Ram Tarak Hat (Tamluk P. S. case No. 2, dated Gth 
February, 1931, under section 147/379, Indian Penal Code). 

Salt law was broken on 5th February, 1931, in front of the house of 
a president pam hayet in village Aror by a large numW of volunteers. 
They then proceeded to Ram Tarak Hat where they entered the shop 
and looted tljcm. The above two incidents occurred even after the 
appointment of special constables. 

Ghatal. 

Unlawful assembly in Ghatal thana on 16th May, 1930, when the 
declaration under the Criminal I^aw Amendment Act was openly 
flouted by the people. 

Rioting accompanied with assault on the police at Bala and Jhakru 
in Cbandrakona police-station, on 29tb May, 1930, while the police wa§ 
engaged in realising fines from the civil disobedience convicts of 
Kechkapur. 

In police-station Daspur on 3rd June, 1930, two sub-inspectors of 
police were murdered by rowdy mob of civil disobedience volunteers 
and others while those officers were engaged in dispersing the picketers 
in Chechua H&t on the hfit days. During the investigation of the 
above murder case on 6tb June, 1930, the villagers in a body created 
an unlawful assembly on the Government embankment opposite to 
Cheehua Hit and later on attacked Additional Dieirict Magistrate and 
Aidlitonal Superintendent of Police and other officers at Chechua 
Hit. 
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Uflitirrwl Quttliofii 

(mnmn to wtiieli ivort iaiif on tlio taMo). 

Librariono in tho Eduoation Dopartmont 

06. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chargee of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing: the following’ particulars of the librariana 
in the Education Department of the Government of Bengal — 

(i) the grade of their service; 

(u) the educational qualifications of the present incumbents; and 

(Hi) special training, if any, in the Library’ sen^ice? 

<6) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) having adequate pixifessional training of these librarians either 
by institution of summer course of training at the Imperial 
Library, Calcutta Fniversity or Dacca University or by 
sending them <o Lahore, Madras or abroad; and 

{ii) recruiting trained librarians in future? 

MINISTER in ofiarge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Non’bte Mr. Khwaja NaiimtMidin): (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(h) (i) No. 

(n) No; but if trained and qualified librarians are available when 
n vacancy occurs, they will be given preference. 


St4it,e/ment refefred to in the ansicer to clause (a) of umturred question 
No, 96 showing certain particulars regarding the Librarians 
employed in the EducaHon Department, Bengal. 
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la XavraaadV^ 
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KUSH BalNHfur MiUivi AZIZUL HAQUE: The Hon’ble Minister in 
his reply as regards the gentleman No. 2 in the list, the Librarian of 
the Calcutta Madrasah, states that he received special training in 
library work. Will he be pleased to state what particular library- 
training he has received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Khen Bshsdur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: With reference to item 
9, Librarian of the Bengal Engineering College, he states he is 
‘'plucked Elltrance’^ Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether “plucked Entrance’* has become a qualification and when was 
this gentleman appointed? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN; “Plucked Entrance’^ 

is not a qualification for the post of Librarian but that was his academia 
qualification. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when this gentleman was appointed? 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’bla 
Minister be pleased to state w'hat are the minimum qualifications for 
appointment as librarian? 

The HoiPbia Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There are no mini- 
mum qualifications. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: With reference to (h) (m> 

will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is necessaiy to. 
be a specially trained librarian for these appointments? 

Tha Hon^Mt Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Dr. NARBtH CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: Will the Hon’fil^ 
Minister consider tbe advisability of changing the name of Ubrariant 
for these persons? 


Tha Hmeblf Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUOOINl No. 
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Posting of ollloors of Bongsl Civil torvioo on4 longtl iimior 
Civil SorvioOi 

97. Haji LAL MUHAMMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleaaed to »ay whether the 
members of the Bengal Civil Service and the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service are not generally required to remain in any district for morn 
than three years? 

(h) How many members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service in the* 
Chittagong and Dacca Divisions have been retained for more than 
five years since their last posting in the same division? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the Chittagong Divisiont 

evades the Government policy of generally not retaining an exeoutiTW 
officer for more than three years by changing his duties, by 

appointing a Sub-Deputy us a Circle Officer and then reappointing him 
as a Certifying Officer or a khasmahal tahsildarP 

(d) How many officers of the Bengal Civil Service and Bengal 
Junior Civil Service of more than three years’ posting in the Chitta*« 
gong, Dacca and Rajshalii Divisions have been transferred from thoso 
divisions since the last session of the Council? 

MEMBER in chargt of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tfm 
Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. Prontioo): {o) The general policy is not ta 
retain members of the Bengal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil 
Service in one district for more than three years, but the applicatioa 
of this policy is always subject to the convenience of administration^ 

(h) Dacca — 17. 

Chittagong — 17. 

(c) Government are not aware of any such evasion of their ordort* 

(d) Bengal Civil Service— 6. 

Bengal Junior Civil Service— 8. 


DEMANDS FOR CRANTS. 

The discussion under the head **22 . — General Administration*’ was 
then resumed. 

Mtulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Bengali, the Englisb 
translatdon of which is as follows: — 

'*Mr. President, Sir, a few points emerge from the debates of the 
past two days on the question of the reduction of the salaries of the 
Ministers. One is that considering the extreme poverty of Uie oouniiy 
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they should agree, as representatives of the people, to accept a lower 
salary. But when the Executive Councillors stick to their present 
pay, His Excellency the Governor insists on Rs. 70,000 for his band 
and the desire of obtaining justice on the part of the oppressed people 
proves to be a source of their financial ruin in the present condition 
of the country. What guarantee is there that the money saved by 
reduction will lie spent on the welfare of the poor people!' The pro- 
posed reduction, moreover, will not lighten the burden on the people 
of Bengal in any way. Considering the situation I am persuaded that 
the Statutory Commission has done well in allotting to a few of our 
own men a part of the money of the poor people which is being 
unjustifiably looted. 

The proposed reduction, if carried out, will low^er the prestige of 
fhe people, for, the Ministers are the representatives of the people. 

The same motion for reduction has been moved annually at the 
budget session in the course of the last ten years, but has there been 
any instance of a Minister voluntarily accepting a reduced pay, even 
when some of the present critics were in office!' For these reasons I 
oppose the motion for reduction.” 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir. last evening, I had not the 
slightest idea of speaking on this grant for the Ministers’ salaries, but I 
was rather surprised t^j find Mr. Ormond and the Revd. Mr. Nag 
iuddenly getting up in defen(‘e of the Ministers. Probably Mr. 
Ormond forgot that this is not the House where we generally find him 
speaking, but that this is the House on the other side of the road. 

Sir, we are not discussing as in the days when the Swarajists were 
in this Council, the question whether diarchy should continue or not. 
Rightly or wrongly, the Europeans were pledged in a manner to work 
the diarchical fonn of Ooveminent. Government had to support it, 
4md if the debate had been on similar lines the Europeans and the 
Government weuld naturally speak, but this cut motion is not on that 
ground, but on the ground of economy. The hon’ble mover of this 
motion has appealed to the Hon’ble Ministers on various grounds, and 
Although the demand for their salaries has been made by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Prentice as coming under the head of “General Administration,” 
it is only fail; that all the Ministers should reply and speak on this 
motion justifying the pnncely salaries they draw. They should not, 
like children, holding the apron of their mothers, save themselves under 
the proteotitm ■ of their mother, for the present the Hon’ble ]^r. 
PrenHoe, or send a complimentary brief to Mr. Ormond or look up to 
Mr. Travers, the leader of the European group, or Revd. Mr. Nag, who 
hm got to justify his existence here as a nominated member, and it is 
loot the case of officers or clerical establishment who had no right or 
upportanily or need to justily their salaries, but the ease of Miniitsit 
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wio are present and entitled to speak and enlighten the House with 
argument. I understand, but I speak subject to correction, that it is 
the practice in the House of Commons for all Ministers of the Crown 
indiTidually to move their own salaries, I am throwing this challenge 
to the Hon’ble Mr. Ehwaja Nazimuddin, the llon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy and last, but not the least, the Hon^ble Mr. Faroqui. If 
they do not speak nobmly, not even you, Sir, the President of thi» 
Council, can compel them to speak, but their silence will be judged 
by the public at large, although the salaries would l>e passed, and the 
Hon*ble Ministers enjoy the same. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERdEEs I should like to say a few 

words in 8upp<»rt of the motion moved by my friend Mr, Narendra 
Kumar Rasu. At the outset I may mention here that it is not my 
intention to cast any retlection whatsoever on the personnel of the 
present Ministry. That question is not before us just now’ and 1 will 
confine my remarks <»nly to the general questum involved in the motion 
now under discussion. The question w’hich strikes me as calling forth 
an immediate challenge is in reference to the question of prestige. 
This point was raised by Revd. Mr. Nag ye.sterduy and also by my 
friend Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shall this morning. It is argued that if 
an attempt is made to reduce the salaries of the Ministers lielow w’hat 
the Hon’ble Memliers of tlie Kxecutive (\)uncil rei’eive, it will tend ta 
lowrer the pre.stige or affect the position of the Ministers. With regard 
to the question of the salaries of the Memliers of the Kxecutive Council 
it is a well-known fact that those Members in charge of the Reserved 
subjects have a constitutional right to act in an irresjwnsible manner. 
They are not resptm.sible to the House and their salaries are outside 
the scope of our jurisdiction. They are like so many untouchables^ 
if you would like to use the expression, as far as their salaries are 
concerned. But if an opfKirtunity is given to the House to express 
its opinion on the salaries which are received by the HonMde Membera 
on the Reserved side, I have no doubt the House will give the opiniun. 
that not only in view’ of the present financinl position of the provinca 
but for general reasons also the salary of Rs. 5,3*13-5-4 is certiiiuly 
not what they should get. About the question of prestige I would lika 
the Hon'ble Ministers themselves to consider what is hupfiening ia 
other provinces in India. A great statesman coming from Bombay^ 
the late Mr. Gokhale, once said that what Bengal thinks i<M]ay tha 
rest of India will do to-morrow. What is the position to-day? From 
a reference to the Civil List, I find in Bombay the Members of tha 
Executive Council receive Rs. 5,iI33-5-4, ike scheduled rate, and tha 
Ministers receive Rs. 4,000. Coming to the United Provinces I find: 
Hiat the salary of the Members of tke Executive Council is at the ^ama 
figure^ rtr., B«. but the Ministars at their own suggestion— 

I would my friends to bear this in mind— draw Bs. 8,000 only* 
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I may mention here that even a Member of the Executive Council of 
the Government of the United Provinces, the Nawab of Chatari only 
tlie other day generously ofered to accept only Rs. 3,000 although hie 
salary was not subject to the vote of the Council. I know the Members 
of the Bengal Executive Council are incapable of such sacrifice, and 
neither do we expect it of them. I would confine my remarks to the 
Ministers for the time being. Coming to the Central Provinces I find 
that the salary of the Members of the Executive Council is Rs. 3,500 
and the Ministers themselves accepted Rs. 2,500 only two weeks ago 
as decided by the local legislature. So there is nothing in this issue 
which has been raised by some members that the Hoifble Ministers 
will lose their prestige if they receive a salary less than that of the 
Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council. What is this prestige? 
is it prestige in the eyes of the public? Or, is it prestige in the eyes 
of Government? If you look at the names of members of the Ministry 
of the Governments of Bombay, United Provinces and Central Pro- 
yinces, you will find that they have not suffered any loss of prestige 
in the eyes of the public; rather they are extolled for the self- 
aacrifice they have displayed. As far as one of the Ministers of the 
Bombay Government is concerned, although all of them receive 
Rs, 4,000 only, /.c., Rs. 1,500 les.s than the Members of the f^xecutive 
Council, his prestige has not suffered in any way in the eyes of the 
Government itself for I find he has been Knighted by His Majesty for 
services rendered to the State. I would also refer for a moment to the 
general question which has been before the public for many years 
past. hen the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, of hallowed 
memory, started a vigorous campaign, l)efore many of us in this House 
were born, for securing the Indianisation of the public services, I 
think one of the chief reasons he put forward was that such a policy, 
if carried into effect, would result in economy without any loss of 
efficiency. It was urged that the Europeun Members of Government 
have to travel 6,()(>0 miles from their homes for the salvation of the 
Indian people (and incidentally for their kith and kin) and must have 
to be I!ompensated for the sacrifice involved. On the other hand, if 
Indians were appointed to these high |K>sts under Government, it was 
yrged by late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, it would certainly 
immediately result in drastic economy, as a son of the soil would not 
demand the same salary as a European Member of Government service 
would claim. 

(A Voice: What about the Calcutta Corporation?) 

The hon’ble menuber knows better about the Corporation than I do. 
6q far as this ('oiitention is concerned, well, of course, the late Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea was criticised by the public, as he did not 
follow the same principle in his own case when he was one of the fiivt 
Xiniiteit under the Reforms soheme. But the principle was a salutary 
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iom and, it is still there. I would ask my friends the Ministers to con* 
aider this question from this aspect. The present Ministry may be a 
ahort-lived one or a long-lived one; but if the Hon^ble Ministers would 
rise equal to the occasion and themselves offer to accept a salary less 
than the scheduled rate— they con all afford to do so in the present 
instance and a sum of Bs. 3,000 is a decent sum — I am sure they will 
establish for themselves an imperishable reputation, their names will 
live in the history of Bengal as persons re^poUssible for setting a tradi- 
tion of self-sacrifice which will l>e followed by Ministers yet to come. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: I feel a little 
embarrassment in speaking on this motion Wcause 1 find that the House 
is divided and I shall not be surprised if s<ime people may not think 
that the matter might turn into a communal question. Another ground 
for my embarrassment may l>e that while we know that we can, by a 
vote of this House, reduce the salary of the Ministers, we cannot reduce 
the salary of the other Members and we cannot go ver>' far, in effecting 
that retrenchment in this top-heavy administration which the present 
condition of (he country demands and has always demanded. But in 
epite of that I would be failing in my duty to the people of Bengal and 
iny friends on this side of the House if 1 did n(»t join my voice with 
those of (he other mem]>ers who have sjmken. I would ask the Hou’bU 
Ministers to remember that this is not at all a vote of no-confidence. 
On the contrary, I believe it is really a vote of confidence if they would 
accept it. Because we have that confidence in them that they will rise 
equal to the occasion, being elected memWrs of the House, and also 
being our real representatives, in this the most critical hour of the 
bistort' of our country. What we are really attempting is to effect all 
the retrenchment we can which we can touch by vote or otherwise. 
We are not certain, we do not know how the money thus saved will bo 
utilised, whether it would W divided !>y (iovernment or whether it will 
be given to Mr. Prentice for his Police. How it will be used we have 
no means to know. But in spite of that we believe that we have got 
a clear duty to discharge in this connection. That duty is nothing 
more or lens than that we, on this side of the House, feel for the poor 
fieople of Bengal who are now passing through very difficult times. 
At this moment when the angel of death is flapping its wings over vast 
areas in Bengal we cannot sit idle and show no desire to do anything. 


U a.m. 

By demanding that our Ministers should surrender a part of their 
mlary I quite admit that what we are asking for will be a mere flea- 
in the way of relief. I am sure the Hon*ble Ministers will rise 
aqnal to the occasion and will voluntarily give up a part of their 
adanee which will be an object lesson to other Members 6i OovemmentJ 
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who may follow their example and follow in their wake, or for ever 
lose the confidence of the people for which they really hanker and 
which they really desire. Such cut motions in the salary of th^ 
Ministers were brought forward at other times by our predecessors bttt 
we are not doing so in the same spirit. It is a known fact that we are 
not out here to wreck the Ministry, hut at the same time we all feel that 
at a time when we are financially in a critical position, when, I find, 
that the budget that has been presented by the Hon'ble Finance Member 
eloquently speaks of his failure to tackle the problems, we have got 
really to see if there are lines and ways by which — even if the budget 
cannot be wholly balanced — at least a good deal of retrenchment can bo 
effected and the money thus saved be devoted to give relief to the 
people. 

The Ministers of the present day are moreover in a favourable posi- 
tion; they all belong to the class of the much-maligned zamindars. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Better not drag any particular class or com- 
munity into the debate. It is not necessary. 

Babu SATIIH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: What I mean 
to say is that they can afford to part wdth a portion of their salary 
without feeling the pinch of want and poverty. It is for this reason 
that we are making a special demand upon them that circumstanced 
as they are, if they like they can come forward and show by their 
example that they feel as much as we do for the people of Bengal in 
these critical times, when something ought to be done in order to give 
this much-needed relief. With these words 1 beg to support the 
motion. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I have every sympathy with the 
desire for economy manifested by some of the speakers who have 
preceded me. But the method they have adopted is hardly such ae 
Would attiiin the object they have in view. A stray cut here and a 
stray cut there will not relieve the financial stringency from which this 
province is • suffering. An administrative system has been built up 
during past years which is so cumbrous and expensive that the 
resources of the province are to a great extent swallowed up in the cost 
of working the system. With the balance left it is difficult to da 
development work of w'hich we are so much in need. The motions* 
now under consideration do not deal with the real trouble from which 
we are suffering. By such isolated attempts the object in view oMmei 
be attained. 

My friends have^i^robably forgottos the policy underlying the fixing 
p{ the salaries of Ministers. When the Bill, which was ultimately 
passed as the Government of India Act, 1919, waa under the oonsidem-: 
linn of the Hiitish Parliament, it waa knoww thnl tbn syikaiDi aader 
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^iCUBsion for the proviucefi wa^ the syatera of liiarchy, and that ihtfa 
would be Ministers in charge of some of the departments. The public 
in India stated their views in no uncertain terms. It was unanimously 
urged by all sections of public opinion that as regards pay. privileges 
and status, the Ministers should be exactly in the same position as the 
Members of the Executive (U)uncil. Parliament apfmiiited a Joint 
Committee of both Houses to consider the provisions of the Bill. That 
Committee recorded the evidence of a large number of Indians. The 
most advanced [mlitical opinion in India was represented before that 
Committee. Bnl Gangadhar Tilak was then one of the foremost leaders 
of advanced Indian opinion. He had suffered more than any man of 
his time for his political views. After his death, when Mahatma 
Gandhi raised the largest fund ever raised in India for political work, 
he called it the “Tilak Swaraj Fund” in order that it might attract 
Hie widest support. Bal Gangadhar Tilak appeared before the Joint 
Committee of Parliament and urged amongst other tilings that the pay 
of the Ministers must be the same as that of the Executive Councillors. 
While there has no doubt been occasion to take exception to the system 
of diarchy, no occasion has arisen to differentiate lietween Executive 
Councillors and Ministers. The considered opinion of veteran 
politicians should not be brushed aside so lightly as these motiona 
intend to do. I oppose these motions. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir. on the reasons adduced by my friend 
Maulvi Hussan AH and some others. 1 cannot snpimrt his motion 
regarding the reduction of salaries of our Ministers. I cannot under- 
stand why we should fall only upon the Ministers. There are many 
other big administrators and officials in the province who are drawHng^ 
salaries in thousands, and 1 c*aniiot understand wliy tlioy will not share 
the same fate with these Ministers. If the salaries of all these big 
administrators and officials from the (jovernor-Geiieral down to the 
Civilians are reduced, 1 would have been glad to accept his motion and 
the Hon’ble Ministers also would not grumble on account of such a 
motion. If the mover could include within his motion at least the 
Executive (’ouncillors who are drawing salaries not less than our 
Ministers and who have taken their seats by the side of the Ministere 
a few cubits off from the mover, there would he no question. Of course 
there is economic distress all over the country, but there is no certainty 
that this reduced amount will go to the fund of Mahatma Gandhi or 
to any other fund for the benefit of the poor people. On the other hand 
I have every reason to fear that such money may go to the department 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice for punishing or breaking the heads of 
the Satyagrahi patriots of our country. If the Hon’ble Finance Member 
Mr« Marr declares now on the floor of the House that this money will 
go to the fund of Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest friend of the poor, or 
to the hMp of the poor cnltivators, I might support this motion. Two 
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Ministers have accepted the pledge of the Praja party of this Cotmcil 
to help the cause of the tenants and have given assurance to promote 
the cause of the poor public with proper funds from their income. If 
the Hon’ble Ministers willingly give up a part of their salary, that is 
another matter. Under these present circumstances I request my 
friend to withdraw his motion on this occasion. 

Khifi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I desire on behalf of the 
Praja party to give expression to the views with which this question 
is looked at by them. We consider that there is ample scope for 
retrenchment all round in all salaries that are being paid at the top. 
We also consider that probably at no distant time Bengal will have to 
face the problem of retrenching in a drastic manner the salaries of all 
the highly paid officers and administrators. That being the accepted 
view of the party we are faced with a difficulty as to whether this 
question should be tackled as an independent one detached from the 
general question of retrenchment. The question was discussed thread- 
bare and we also felt tliat there was a considerable volume of opinion 
to the contrary that this question of Ministers’ salary and the salary 
of the Executive Councillors should be taken together. As Mr. J. N. 
Basil has pointed out Indian opinion in the past and to some extent in 
the present is that in the present circumstances it would not be desirable 
to make a differentiation between the pay of the Executive Councillors 
and that of the Ministers. While the reasons adduced do not convince 
many of us we feel that there is that opinion and with that opinion 
before us we feel considerable difficulty in coming to a different conclu- 
sion on this matter. Our deliberate conclusion has therefore been that 
the time has come when Bengal must take a definite step in Exing the 
salary of its highly paid administrators. But we feel that this question 
of Ministers’ salary should not be taken up as an independent question 
leaving other questions untouched. 

Mr. NAtlilHIRA KUMAR BAIU: Very unfortunate. 

Khan Bahaihir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes, we feel that it is 
unfortunate that these questions cannot be taken up to-day. I hope 
that Mr. N. K. Basu will not be disappointed if he read the political 
signs of the time correctly, viz,, that these things will come to an end 
sooner or later, and sooner, if 1 am correct. 

Rai Bahadur KE|HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, so much has 
been said on the subject that I consider it hardly necessary for me to 
dilate on the same. In rising, however, to speak on the question before 
the House, I desire to interpose a few remarks from the practical point 
of view. The motions of Mr. Hasaan All and Mr. Narendra Kumar 
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BiMia are quit« sensible as far as they go. I am in full agreement with 
them so far as the question of effecting economy in expenditure is 
concerned. I would remind the hon’ble movers of the motions and 
those who have supported them that the motions, if carried, would 
amount to an expression of no confidence in the Ministers. If the 
intention of the hon’ble movers was to criticise the present Ministers, it 
would have been better if they had brought forward a no-confidence 
motion. In that case, they would probably have found many supporters. 
It is always better to give a clean fight than to resort to constant 
pinpricks with the Ministry. If we want the Ministers to do some 
tangible work, we must co-operate with them and not keep them in a 
state of suspense about their own exisUuice. If the Ministers are 
considered to be not up to the mark, they should be removed by all 
means but 


Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASUl On a point of order. Sir. If the 
Rai Baliadur were here when the motions were moved, he would have 
heard that we made it perfectly clear that there was nothing in the 
nature of no confidence in these motions against the Ministers. 


Rai Bahadur K ESN AB CHANDRA BANERill: I was here, Sir, 
when my friend Mr. Basu spoke and I am coming to it presently. What 
is the use of bringing forward motions like these which, judging from 
the temper of the House, are not likely to receive substantial support? 
I hope I shall not he misunderstood. I am not here to defend the 
Ministers, What I mean is that straight fight is always better — no 
useful purpose is served by hitting one below the belt. 

Sir, we have been accustomed to listen to proposals for the reduction 
of Ministers' salaries since the days of Adam and Eve; the same thing 
may be said about the reduction in the number of Ministers. All these 
may sound very well hut are not likely to scr^e any purjmse other than 
that of playing to the gallery. 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, on a point of order. Is the 
expression ^‘playing to the gallery" permissible? Is that a Parlia- 
mentary expression? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: It has no doubt a sting behind it, but you 
cannot rule out such expressions altogether. 

M iaMur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: Sir, my hon’ble 
friend Maulvi Syed Jala! addin Hashemy entertained us last evening 
nrith an exhilarating speech indicating the posiUon each Minister 
ceenpies in the Minis^ and in the Cabinet. Aoocnrdifig to Mr. Hashemy 
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the Miniaters occupy the lowest place in the Cabinet — one of them the 
seventh place. If that is a fact, then why not put in £rst class men 
there and why allow men of inferior calibre to continue in office even 
lor a dayP If it is the object to improve the quality of the Ministry 
will any useful pur|)ose be served by following a course which will be 
of no help to secure the object in view? 

Sir, it was only the other day that Rai Haridhan Dutt Bahadur moved 
a resolution to increase the number of Ministers to four by reducing 
tlieir salaries. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta in his amendment 
**'^SK®8ted that the salary of each Minister should be reduced to 
Rs. 3,000 while Mr. P. Banerji opined that the number of Ministers 
should be reduced to two effecting thereby a retrenchment in expendi- 
ture; but to our great surprise the resolution w'as ultimately withdrawn. 
Now the same question of reduction of salaries has come up again. I 
think instead of pursuing the question further, we should leave it to 
the good sense of the Ministers themselves instead of courting a defeat. 


11-15 a.m. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I must confine my observations to the 
remarks made by the leaders of the Praja party and the People’s party. 
I hope they have consulted that section of the people whose interests 
they represent in this Council, This is admittedly a question of bring- 
ing about the much needed er*onomy in the present upkeep of the 
administration ; there is no difference (»f opinion on that point. The only 
question that has been raised and discussed is that if w^e reduce the pay 
of the Ministers we shall lower their prestige in the eyes of the public 
and Government, That point has been so effectively dealt with by 
my friend Mr. Mookerjee that it is not necessary ft)r me to say anything 
more. He has shown that far from losing the respect of the people 
those who in other parts of India have voluntarily given up a portion 
of their salary have risen in the estimation of the public. I am quite 
sure that none of us W'ho represent the people will for a moment say 
that that is not the feeling. I make bold to say that we must make a 
beginning to pave the way for a national government by asking the 
Ministers to accept a lower salary. We are demanding this not because 
we have no confidence in them — it is not a persvinal matter — but because 
it is a very important constitutional matter having regard to the 
stringent financial condition of Bengal. They should not lag behind, 
but follow the^example of self-sacrifice and public spirit that has beeii^ 
shown by our brethren in other provinces of India. We have lost 
ground and we should not continue to neglect our duties in a manner 
which will make us look small in the eyes ol the pubUc. It has been 
mii by my friend Bhan Bahadur Maulvi Aiisui Haqme, the leader of 
the Pim^ party, that in the near future ihm will be drastic <diaiigis»^ 
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bill those changes are not in our hands. Let us do whatever we caa 
now with a clean conscience. With these words I would support the 
motion with a rec|uest to the Ministers that they should voluntarily 
agree to accept a lower pay than what they are drawing at present. 1 
hope that before the motion is put to the vote the Ministers wiH give 
expression to their views on the matter. 

Mr* H* 8* SUHRAWAROYs It has been our consistent experience 
that all the fury of economy and retrenchment, all the pent up scorn, 
all the studied sarcasm, all the cynicism, the general fury and hostility 
to the constitution come on the surface year by year on the debate 
regarding the Ministers* salaries. And in the holy name of self-sacrifioe 
fallacious arguments are poured forth annually replete with venom. 
Whatever justification may have been for this attitude in the past, 
there is none for it to-day. For the parity of pay depends on the 
constitution which we trust will be thoroughly overhauled. Voluntary 
reduction of pay depends or should depend on the individual taste of 
the Ministers but this taste is developed by environment and the force 
of circumstances. In other provin(‘es presumably the atmosphere had 
been created which called forth from the Ministers that measure of 
self-sacrifice. But the atmosphere and environment here challenge 
the reverse. We have made the Ministers what they are — the history 
of Ministry in the past gives us little scope for a call for that self- 
sacrifi(‘e. 1 do not know whether the Hoirble Ministers (Min afford a 
reduction. 1 do not know anything of their private life and fundi 
which seems to be such an open book to so many members of the House. 
And hence let us turn to other matters less personal and more dependent 
on principle. I will turn to the main (|uestion of prestige; that it is 
not the pay that determines the prestige of tlie incumhents. I cannot 
but regret that ordinarily it does. Prepared as we are to fling epithets 
at the Ministers, and at the very institution of the Ministry, we would 
bave been the first to ridicule them as glorified cderks and with some 
show of justification had they drawn a lesser pay. Perhaps the 
Ministers in other Councils have to suffer such gibes; certainly they 
would have been subjected to them if their members were like ours. 
Again, prestige is subjective and I leave it to the individual member 
to search his heart and say to himself, not loudly to a gallery that would 
disapprove of such statements, if wealth, money, pomp, the curved 
dagger, the red and gold, do not all contribute to the prestige of ths 
Minister. There is a further fallacy in the argument, the prestige is 
not the prestige of the incumbent that is preserved by the constitution, 
it is the, prestige of the post. 1 will refrain from making any special 
reference to arguments that their pay is some compensation for mental 
worry, annoyance, shattered reputations, anxiety, self-abasement and 
the like to which we subject our Ministers. I will revert to the 
fUostioo of prestige* Tl^t fails Ql from the lips of Mr. Narendra 
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Kumar Bssu and Dr. Naresh CKandra Sen Gupta. Hare they so soon 
forgotten the controversy that raged in precincts over the way? Have 
they so soon forgotten how little by little they have made deliberate 
attempts to appropriate to themselves the rank and the prestige of a 
barrister? Do they confess that they are little men who need stilts? 
What did it matter if there were two classes; barristers and vakils? 
Why did my friends insist on tarring all with the brush of the advocate? 
If prestige does not depend on externals, why did my friends desire to 
appropriate the band and the gown of the Counsel, which is not merely 
a professional dress, but one awarded as the uniform of the degree and 
why, failing it, have they wanted a black gown that may be mistaken 
for a barrister’s robe, if it is not for prestige? Why have some of them 
in their mortification gone back to the blue gown if not permitted to 
wear the barrister’s robes? Why does my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu travel first class if it is not for prestige? Why do they insist on 
their gold mohurs being computed at Rs. 17 as is the practice on the 
original side for barristers rather than sixteen rupees as has been the 
practice on their side for ages past, if it is not a question of prestige? 
I should like to see them accept the sixteen ropees first, before they 
decry that pay is not relevant to prestige, that monetary purity is not a 
criterion. Are these the things that make prestige or not? If they 
did not, then why did the class that produced a Sir Rash Behary Ghosh ^ 
a genius among jurists and a prince amongst men, have to resort to such 
measures to keep up their prestige? Do you think the prestige of Sir 
Rash Behary would have suffered but for these trappings that came after 
his death, or did it suffer het^ause he did not put on a hand or a barrister’s 
gown, or compute his fees at Rs. 17, instead of in thousands. 

Let us leave this question here and turn to one other aspect of the 
argument. It has become the custom whenever we take up a question 
of retrenchment to draw a devastating picture of the miserable state 
of this province and discuss little about the merits of the denoumd. 
This, I am afraid, turns a real tragedy into a farce. If members are 
really so anxious for retrenchment, why not go in for something which 
is really obnoxious, wasteful and harmful. Why not concentrate and 
force Government not to waste more money on the Damodar Canal? 
What has been wasted on it is a sin, and the sin grows with the waste. 
That would give us a clear Rs. 14 lakhs. There is no urgency for the 
measure and in the light of a better appreciation of irrigation principles 
it is sure to be abandoned. But I found no discussion on the subject, 
except attempts at a little pruning here, a little cut there, and baneful 
venomous spiteful eyes turned at the Ministers. These critics ars 
alleged constitutionalists and not swarajists, hence they cannot vote for 
the abolition of the post, logically; but the unconstitutional strain is 
— underneath the surface, hence an attack on the pay is made ti> 
arrive at the same ends. I, therefore, Sir, beg to oppose all the motioBs. 
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Mr. Wt L. TRAVERS: Sir, a great deal has been said about the 
question of prestige. I myself was a member of the Legislative 
Council before the Reforms and I remember — if my memory does not 
fail me — that in one of the sittings of the old Council held in Dacca a 
resolution was moved by my old friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
to the effect that Ministers should be accorded the same pay, the same 
privileges and the same position in every way as Members of the 
Executive Council. That resolution was passed unanimously and I 
take it therefore that that is one of the reasons why under the Reforma 
when Ministers came into office they were given this pay which they 
have been getting ever since. To cull for a reduction in the pay of 
the Ministers now is to put them in a very awkward and inviduous 
position. It is quite true that the hon*ble movers who have tabled tho 
motions stated that they were actuated by motives of economy and 
there is no question of a want of cjonfidenc'o in the Ministers, But I 
may remind the Council that a reduction in the salary of the Ministers^ 
if it is carried by the Council, would be taken nevertheless, by a certain 
section of the people in the province, as a vote of want of confidenoe 
in the Ministers. On the general question as to what the salary of the 
Ministers should be, I think that we should not pay our Ministers a 
lower salary than is paid to Ministers in any part of the Empire. I 
think we should have the very best men that we can secure as our 
Ministers and hiking into consideration the chances of earning that 
are offered in the professions I think they should be given a high 
salary. As to what the salary actually should be, I think we had 
better leave it to be settled by the Council under the new constitution. 
This is one of the points w'hich should come up at the Conference. At 
the present moment, it would be most unfortunate to reduce the 
salaries of the Ministers. So I would leave it over to the new 
constitution. 


Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, Mr, Narendra Kumar Basu has made it 
abundantly clear that it was to effect economy that he moved hia 
motion. He wants to save Rs. 84,000 of the people's money by 
making the Ministers agreeable to accept lower salaries. That U aU 
right and I am glad to find my friend Mr. J. N. Gupta supportin^r 
the motion on the same ground. Sir, it is said that charity begins at 
home and I am curious to know if Mr. Gupta has done the same. I 
would therefore like Mr. Marr to tell the House if Mr. Gupta haa 
already written to him requesting the stoppage of his pension at least 
80 longf as he holds his present appointment on rather a fat salary • 

Sir, you have on more occasions than one allowed us to settlo 
matters by negotiation. If I get your permission I can undertake to 
eeHle the present issue by negotiation ae well. Mr. Baeu wanie to 
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save Ks. 84|000 but I think 1 can point out the way in which mneh 
more money can be saved. Sir, I find that Mr. Man* has budgeted 
Bs. 50,000 for the travelling and halting allowances of the mufassal 
members of this House. If my friends forego their allowances, I 
undertake that I shall make each Minister agreeable to accept Bs. 1,000 
less. This will save Rs. 60,000 plt/ji Bs. 86,000 and give the figure of 
Bs. 86,000 which will give us Bs. 20,000 more than what is wanted by 
ray friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. I very much appreciate the 
motive of Mr. Basu but I do not realise why the Ministers alone should 
suffer. If the members who received Bs. 10 a day as halting allowance 
in addition to double first-class, forego their claim, I am sure the 
Ministers will cheerfully agree to have their salaries reduced. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I am one of 

those mufassal members who get double first-class and Rs. 10 a day. 
I declare on behalf of myself and my friends here that we are quite 
willing to forego the double first-ilass for a lower class travelling and 
accept Rs. 6 instead of Bs. 10 as halting allowance. I may even go 
to far as to declare that we are prepared to take nothing if the 
Hon’ble Ministers would forego a part of their salary. 

[There was an uproar in the Council at this stage amidst which 
Bai Sahib Punchanan Barron said that Bubu Satish Chandra Ray 
Chowdhury had no authority to speak for other members. Mr. W. L. 
Travers said that he was not prepared to forego his claim on travelling 
and halting allowances. Mr. P. \. Guha said that he would undertake 
the negotiation if the members were unanimous.] 

lift PRE8IDENT: I would be obliged if you carry these negotia- 
tions behind the w'alls of the Chamber. (Laughter.) 

Khan Bihaiiur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I inform the House 
that Mr. Guha has foiled in every negotiation he had undertaken. 

Rai 8ihib RANCH AN AN BARM As Mr. Guha does not represent 
any of us in the Council. 

Mft Pt Nt CUHAx Sir, if nobody is willing to forego his claim 
why should the Ministers do soF If Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu wants 
to effect economy, there are various other ways for doing so. Thens 
are unnecessary items of expenditure in every department, why nqt 
look into themf 


Tht HoiPMt Mf» A« MARRS The House has been discussing at 
•ome length the motions moved by Maulvi Hassan Ali and Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu for reducing to some extent the salaries of 
Jlinistere. Oertain acrimonious matters here cropped up In tim 
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emM of tke debate, but 1 do uot propose to enter into tbem at all. 
ok Hie other hand, we have had a Tery amusing speech from Mr. H. 8« 
Suhrawardy dealing with the question of prestige. 1 cannot do better 
than leaye that speech with you as it is. Mr. Narendra Eumar Basu 
and certain other speakers have made personal appeals to' the Ministers, 
This is a matter with which I have nothing whatsoever to do. My 
remarks will be confined strictly to the constitutional aspect of the 
question. Very few members have referred to the histoiy' of this 
matter and that is a point of which 1 should like to remind the House. 
Mr. Travers touched on this when he referred to the resolution which 
was moved in this Council — I nraau the piedecessor of this Council — 
in a session at Dacca. That was the first stage. The Revd. Mr. Nag 
has reminded us of the next move when the late Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea presided over a conference which discussed various matters 
of which this was one and the decision come to was that the Ministers 
should receive the same salary as the Members of the Executive 
Council. Mr. J. N. Basu spoke of the next stage in the discussion 
of this matter, that is to say, he mentioned what happened before the 
Joint Committee of the Houses of Parliament. I would just repeat 
what he reminded you of, namely, that before the Joint Committee 
of both Houses of Parliament on the Bill which subse^iuently Wame 
the Government of India Act of 1919, representatives of every shade 
of political opinion in this country' a*ere insistent in demanding that 
there should no difference between the pay of a Minister and that 
of a Member of the Executive Council. 1 should like to remind you 
of the names of some of those who were insistent in making this 
demand. They were Mr. V. J. Patel, the cj?-President of the I/egisla* 
tive Assembly, Mrs. Besant, an cdf-President of the Indian National 
Congress, Mr. Jinnah, the Right Hon'hle Srinivasa Shastri, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, the late Mr. B. G. Tilak, the late Pandit 
Motilal Nehru and Mr. Faxlul Haq. The non-ofliciul members of the 
old Bengal Legislative Council, in their report on the Montagu* 
Chelmsford Refqrms Scheme, also demanded that the status, privileges 
and emoluments of Ministers should be the same as thotd of the 
Members of the Executive Council. Since then there has been from 
time to time some demand in certain quarters for a reduction in the 
salaries of Ministers. Such a resolution was brought forward in ibis 
Council for the first time in February, 1921, when among those who 
opposed it at the time was Eumar Shib Shekbareswar Bay who made 
a strong plea for not singling out the representatives of the people in 
die Government as the first victims of the policy of economy in publio 
expenditure. 1 would remind the House that op every occasion on 
which inch a resolution has been brought forward, the Bouse has finally 
decided against ]i~>and in my opinion rightly too. The Ministers and 
l^e Memhen of the Execntive Council are parts of one Government 
appointed to carry out similar funotions and up to no# ihk Council 

21 
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liM Always decided tkat so lonn* as Members of the Executive Ceuecit 
lemAin, it would eot be desirable from the political point of view to 
ipive a kwer salary to Ministers. 

I have 004 more word to add. Mr. SuhVawardy and Mr. Travera 
have both reminded the House that the present system of Government 
has not very much longer to live — a year or two or at best three years 
and then you will have a new Government when the question of the 
salaries of the Ministers will ba an important matter for discussion. I 
therefore ask the House to adhere to its previous decisions and to leave 
the salaries as they are. 

MauM SYEO dALALUDOIN HASHCMYs Sir. I appeal to the 
Hon'ble Ministers and I hope they will respond to. our appeal. 

The following motion of Maiilvi Hassan Ali was then put and 
lost : — 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 1,92,000 under the head ‘22E. — Ministers* 
be reduced by Rs. 96,000.“ 

11-45 a.m. 

The following motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put 
and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,92,000 under the head ‘22E. —Ministers 
— Pay of Ministers’ be reduced by Rs. 84,000.“ 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

MUNINORA Dii RAI MAHAtAI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 14,000 under the head *22E. — Ministers^Travelling Allowance* 
be refused.” 

Ilf« NMf|||liDRA KUMAR RAiUs Sir, I beg to move that tho 
demand of Rs. 100 under the head “22E.— Ministers— Hill Allowances’* 
be refused. 

Sir, when I moved my motions Nos. 216 and 216 yesterday regard- 
ing the bill and Dacca allowances of the Private Secretary and the Mili* 
tary Secretary to His Excelkncy, I was told that those allowances meant 
not only hill allowances but Dacca allowanees also ; that it was expect- 
ed by a considerable section of the people that His Excellency should 
spend some time in the second capital of Bengal and so a section of 
the members of thi| House would not support my motion. But, Sir> 
what I understood from the speeches was that the hill exodus was not 
liked by a large section of the House. This present cut has nothini^ 
to do with Dacca: it ooncems only the hill allowances of oficera 
toaompanying the Ministm. Of course there is no separate 
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l«p Ae kill ftllowfticM of tko MiamlotM tkomolvoo oiid I ftli«II ]Mfk«po 
bj» told from the OoTorament boackoM tkat if tk« Houto worn to ]Mi 
this cut it would mean that the officers of tke departments in ckarige of 
ike Ministers would be deprived of tkeir hill alkiwaiioea. I pul it to the 
Hoeae that it ou|^t to akow in unmistakable terms what it feels ia 
the matter, and if this motion is carried, as 1 hope it will be oarried» 
it will put a stop to the invidious pixM^dure ol a portion of Goverw^ 
ment running away to the hills during summer. Sir, whatever excuse 
there may be for the Governor and k»r other peopls like the IHivate 
Secretary and the Military Secretary to go to the hiih, I do not think 
that there is any conceivable reaaon why the Ministers, who, m long m 
thej* were private members of this House, spent all their time in tho 
plains, should run up to (he hills. I submit. Sir, that especially this 
year, this is unthinkable and I hope thN> House will carry this motion. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: ^That the demand of Hs. m under the head 
‘22K. — Ministers — Hill All<»wuiiee’ he rwlured by Rs. l(» (policy of the 
hill exotlus of Ministers).** 

Hal SalMMllir KCSHAB OHANDRA BANCRdlf “That the demand 
of Rs. 14,4()() under the head ‘*22K.— Minister (Transferred)— Allows 
ances, Honoraria, etc.* he refused.** 

Rai Bahadur ICEtHAB CHARDRA BANER4I TOM to xpMJc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you wftnt to sp^ak on Mr. Narendrn 

Kumar Basu's motion? 

Rai Bahadur KEBHAB ONARDRA •AMiRdli Yes, Air. 

Sir, I fully support the motion which has been moved by Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu. In this connection I desire to refer to tkn 
history of hill exodus. On the 7th August, 1917, Mr. Burendra Nath 
Boy, a former member of Ibis Council, brought forward a resolutioai 
criticising the Government pcdicy regarding exodus to Darjeeling. 
In the jH^vioui budget session of the Iregislative Council he intn)duc* 
ed Ihit queatiMi in hk budget speech and later on hi 1B2B a similar 
proposal was again discussed in the Council in c^nection with the 
voting of giwfits. Sir, the cost of exodnt to Darjeeling, I may point 
out, is increasing every year. During the administration of Sir Stnart 
Bnyley in 1889 and 1889, the cost amounted to Ba. 29,786 and 

88,780* mspocHvely, while it was Bs. 96A68 in 1818, Ka. 68,748 
in 1814 and Bs. 81,843 in 181d, the {aresent cost being something like 
Be. l, 80 .Wa ^ 
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Tilt Htn’IMt A. MAEilt On t point of order, Sir. I do not 
thinlTtlie Ministers existed et that time* 

Hal Bldiillur KESHAS OHANORA SANEMI: 1 know that wan 
before the Moutagu-Chalmsford Kefonns were brought into existence 
but I am discussing the principle of the hill exodus and quoting figures 
to strengthen my case. 

lir# FRESIDENTi But there were no Ministers at that time. 1 
do not think these remarks will serre any useful purpose because things 
have changed and Ministers have come into existence. 

R«l Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: 1 want to sho^w 
how expenditure on this exodus has gone up from year to year. Of 
course there wera no Ministers at that time, but the practice of the 
Darjeeling exodus was still in existence. However, as you have ruled, 
Sir, I will not pursue my point further, I will speak on my own motion 
when it is taken up. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Sir, I am somewhat 
surprised that Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji, after the speech 
he delivered deprecating any reduction in the salary of Ministers, 
should come forward to mova this small cut. It strikes me as some- 
what inconsistent, that if the reduction of the Ministers^ salaries does 
•erve no useful purpose, it will serve some useful purpose if we make 
this small cut. We are decidedly against the exodus to the hills. If 
the Ministers and other officers sean h their hearts, they will find that 
there is nothing to support this exodus to the hills. Sir, if it serves 
«u useful purpose to reduce the Ministers^ salary, I do not think it will 
4ierve any useful purpose to refuse this demand. 

Khaii BahaBur AZIZUL HAQUE : Sir, I am afraid I do not see 

««ye to eye with the mover of the motion with regard to the hill exodus. 
My friend enys that the High Court Judges remain here and Judicial 
Officers also remnin here. Does my friend know the number of 
holidays which they enjoy, as against ex^utive officers. My friend, 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, never misses an opportunity to go to 
Zashmir or other hill stations 

Mr. NARBNDRA KUMAR BABUf Not with tax-paym’ money. 

Kim BMiadiir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEi No, at the cost of hit 
tdienia. ^ 

Ministers, who lii|ve to work in the Transferred Depertments, are 
nlways suhjeoted to pressnre from all qnarten. They have to answer 
demands and to attend to ail sorts of requests, and sometimes the life 
nf e Minister is made miserable by constant calk. A Minister hee tp 
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Igine natices that he will eee public at such and stt^h iim#» hccausa 
lie cannot see eTer>'body at all times. But that is more obsemMl in 
biuach. The question must not be taken as an isolated one. Here the 
Ministers have to administer several subjects, they have got a numWr 
of oflScers to serve them and it is necessary sometimes to evolve a policy 
in a calm atmosphere. I personally therefore consider that it ia 
necessary that the Ministers should get away for some time so that 
they may not be bothered by people calling on them and disturbing" 
them now and then. My friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, if he 
becomes a Minister to-morrow, will find it ver>' necessary for him to 
take some respite in the hills, during which he ran concentrate hia 
mind on important questions of fiolicy. 

Thu Hun’llle Mn A. MARK: Sir, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was 
quite right in his remark when he said that, if this item does not 
appear in the budget, the stenographers, chaprassis and other menials^ 
who accompany the Ministers to the hills, will not get their allow- 
ances. I should like to remind the House veiy briefly what the present 
position of the (Government is. This House decided yesterday that 
His Excellen('y tha Governor should go to Darjeeling. This Houso 
also derided yesterday that the Members of the Executive (Council 
should go to Darjeeling. Now I should like to remind the House that 
the Governor with the Members of his Executive Council forms only 
one side of the Government. The other side is represenkMl by the 
Governor acting with his Minislers. Therefore, if the Governor and 
the Members of the Executive Council go tu Darjeeling, it appears to 
me only logical that the Ministers should represant their side and 
should also go there. And they must be accompanied by their steno- 
graphers and chaprassis. This very small sura is intended for allow- 
ances to the officers and menials who accompany them. Therefore I 
oppose this motion. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu wa.s then put and lost* 

12 noon. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHABAts * That the demand of 
Rs. 4,000 under the head ‘22E, — Ministers — Miscellaneous* be refused.'* 

Mitiivi BYED JALALUOOIN MABNEMYs **Thnt the demand of 
Ba. 2,b*l,(XK) under the head '22E. — Ministers* be refused.** 

Bil« dITENDRALAL BANNERdii Md Mr. B. BANiRdIr 

*'That the demand of Bs. 2,13,000 under the hsad *22E.-*-lf in liters* 
tii ndbumd by Ba. 101 (to mise a diseitMikm on policy and mark dia* 
ai^proral of the Miniitm).'* 
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MmIvI trfO MLALVMIM MAtNEMY: TIitt tht immmd 

of lU. 2tlBfi00 uiid«r the head ^22£. — Ifinisters’ be reduced by 
iOU (to criticiie the MinleterB for~^ 

(f) want of making adequate piovisions for the relief of the 
agriculturiete in their preaent crisis on account of abnor- 
mally low price of the jute; 

<h) not making any provision for the free and compulMny 
primary education ; and 

(Hi) inadequacy of grants for medical purposes and sanitation).” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 243, 000 under the head *'22E. — Ministers” be reduced 
by Ke. 1 (to criticiie the Minister of Agriculture and disapproval of his 
<Mmdttct and policy in connection with the administration of the Agri- 
cultural Co-operative Department and the Industries Department). 

Sir, 1 move this cut with a full sense of my responsibility. 
Ministry baiting by itself has no charms for me, and Ministry break- 
ing is not a business in which I have any interest or pleasur^ what- 
ever because I have neither any desire to grasp the bauble which has 
proved a veritable apple of discord among us, nor do I belong to those 
who think that the working of the present constitution should be made 
impoesible. 1 move this cut because 1 feel that the Hon'ble Mr. 
JParoqui, the Minister for Agriculturd, has been weighed in the 
balance and found wanting, because 1 feel his administration of the 
department in his charge has been grievously detrimental to the 
interests of my countrymen, and because he has played ducks and 
drakes with the wealth of the community and manfully helped to 
bring about the great crisis in which the count finds itself. 

Sir, it is of no interest to me whether the errors of omission or 
commission with which I charge him and his department were wilful 
wrongs, or the result of sheer ignorance, or things which he had to do 
under the orders of those on whom depends his existence as a Minister. 
The qu^tion of Us motives is as little relevant to the question as tbe 
cut of his face or his views about morals. If he has Wn guilty of 
omissions or acts which have done injuiy^ to the country, if he baa 
failed to give the country the full value in work for his wages, if the 
policy of the department under his charge has been detrimental to the 
best interests of the country, I feel sure that this House will give him 
no quarter even if ke is a good hkmd, a generous host, with the purest 
of souls and the most engaging rnannem, 

1 want to explain at the outset my reasons for selecting him alone 
ul all the Mittlitevi for my attaok^ It is not because I love them more 
m distrust them lots. It is because I have given tbe okweet atlonliim 
do tbe dopnrtmoiils in bis cbatgo and I bare walebod tbom wntb mui 
hnvo seon and felt how these departments* pregnant witb untold 
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teMii to ibo pooplo, lUT« been mede berren end em ft eoftm ftf 
labery to tke pe<^e. Tbe Hon'ble Mr. Bijoy PrftSftd Sin^ Boy ift 
IMW to bis office, end 1 bft]>pea to know lit^ of tbe workiny of tbe 
d^rtmeftts under bim. Of the Hon'bie Mr. Naiiftiuddm I know 
snore and possibly I may have tbe opportunity to say aometbinf about 
bit department later on. But 1 know of nothing eo gfure at to enable 
me to more a cut in bis salary. 1 have therefore confined myself to « 
Mr. Faroqui. 

Sir, no one will accuse Mr. Faroqui of having a lively imagitifttton 
though I do not know if be is as much afraid of being imagiaative as 
his colleague Mr. Singh Roy. Mr. Faroqui has never been fouftd 
guilty of contributing a single new thought to the administration of 
bis department, be has never dreamed of initiating a new poliey. 
Personally I feel that that alone would be a sufficient condemaatian 
of a Minister, for I do not conceive that Ministers are placed in offic'e 
on a fat pay just to carry on the ordinary work of their departments, 
which can be just as well, if not better, carried on by the present 
Secretary, but to bring to bear upon it new thoughts and new policies 
which will direct the work on lines more and more for the benefit of 
the people. That is my personal opinion and I venture to think that 
that is the underlying principle of appointing representatives of the 
people as Ministers according to the approved constitutional theory. 
But I shall not ask the Council to vote for my motkm on this ground 
alone. I shall ask them to judge him by his work as a practical 
though unimaginative man. 

Sir, by July last tbe country became aware of an impending 
economic calamity by a fall in tbe price of jute. By August the 
trouble was on ns. I cun recall the history of the movement that wae 
started and discussed in order to counteract the situation. Hoase of 
ns met in a deputation to His Excellency the Governor here on his way 
to Darjeeling and made certain suggestions to him to meet tbs crisis. 
Judging from the reply given by His Excelleacj' we thought that we 
bad convinced him of the necessity of doing something very promptly. 
We made some concrete suggestions and one thing we asked him to do 
was to invite a couference without delay of persons interested in juia 
Including merchants, cultivators, samindars and others to oonssdar 
ways and means of meeting the situation. We expec*ted that Oovetn* 
mont would at least calf a oonferenee. Days pass^; His Bxeelknoy 
met his Cabinet at Darjeeling and douhtless dtsmtssed thinfri mtli 
them. Ano^r deputaiiott from tbe British Indian Aseoctatimi watlad 
on him at Darjeeliag; oothiag was done. No confenmoe was beU. 
Tbe only thing that Govetnment did was to anaounoe in response to 
an urg^t leqnest from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that Oovaim- 
mant was not going to de anything further, without taking % kronMo 
eif having a eoalerence with pereom who might throw li^t oa tbe 
emaaliott and ^ might tank* firaetuad inggeetioiiet In tha ooBfidanoa 
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that in a matter of such grave importance the Hon’ble Mr. Faroqui 
could not be indifeient, I wrote him a letter to Darjeeling from my 
home in Mymenaingh where 1 had been examining the sitnation for 
myself and where I was struck with the great volume of distress that 
was coming uj)on us. I pressed on him the urgency of doing some- 
thing immediately as 1 found that tha cultivators were not able to 
hold their stock any longer but was selling them out at ruinous prices. 
Mr. Faroqui, I have no doubt, received that letter but he did not even 
have the courtesy to acknowledge it far less do anything. That is some 
indication of his interest in the welfare of the cultivators whose wel- 
fare is entrusted to him — the welfare of the cultivators whom, we are 
assured, by Maulvi Abdul Hakim, he has saacially charged himself 
to look after, as the price, 1 should say for the support of the Praja 
party. During the fateful months of August, September and October 
Government did nothing. It is quite possible that the Government or 
the Minister thought that they had taken all the action that was 
necessary hut at any rate the Government might tell us, might satisfy 
ns, with reasons that the only right policy was that of doing 
nothing. Even this much we could not get from the Hon’ble Minister. 
The Hon’ble Minister sat tight in his cool Himalayan home and not 
even whispered a word to the listening world to show that he ever 
heard of the great crisis which had made people frantic with fear. He 
did not even call a <‘onference with thoss who had seen things and 
•tudied the situation, far less visit the jute districts to make his own 
notes. 

Later on, when the Government had descended from the heights a 
conference w'as called, not at the instance of the Minister but at the 
instance of a certain number of persons who took an interest in the 
matter from the point of view of the jute-traders. Mind you, traders 
and not agriculturists. The matter has been looked at by the Govern- 
ment from the Government of India from Sir George Schuster down- 
wards as entirely a matter for the jute trade, and not as a matter 
lor the oultayator whose very life depends upon jute. A conference of 
persons inieresiei ki the jute trade was called and the Hon^ble Finance 
Member and the Hon’ble Mr. Faroqui were invited to attend the con- 
ference. They took the precaution of informing the members that 
they were there only to listen and say nothing. The Hon’ble Mr. 
Ifarr spoke. He spoke in the old strain. He said that nothing could 
be done ; if Government were to do what the people wanted them to do 
it would go against certain orthodox opinions. But what did Mr» 
Faroqui do, the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture, whose spectai 
interest it was ki deal with this matter? He sat still at the confmaco 
and cams away without saying a word. From that moment to now 
OKcepi to answer certain questkais in this Council we have not heard 
naything from him. Sin the answer which he gave in this Couiidl 
was that Government was carrying oa propaganda lor tho roitriction ad 



DEMtAUfm FOB 0BANT8. 


m 


cultiyation next year. I have been at some pains to ascertain the 
extent and nature of the propaganda carried on by Ck^vernment. 1 
hate found that, except in one or two places where the subdivisional 
officers took special interest in the matter, the propaganda has been 
absolutely nil. Apart from that does Government really think that 
by circulating a number of leaflets amongst an illiterate people, asking 
them to restrict their cultivation of jute to 50 per cent, that they am 
doing any real good? 

12-15 p.m. 

What was this propaganda? The propaganda was to cultivate 50 
per cent, of the land with jute ; that is to say 50 per cent, of the acreage 
of last year. I have told the House in course of my general observa- 
tions on the budget that this was not going to help the peasants at all. 
If the peasants cultivale 50 per cent, of the land with jute they may 
be helping the traders but not themselves. Even this mutter the 
Hon’ble Mr. Farwiui has not thought fit to discuss with persons who 
g'ive expert advice. 

So much about the handling of the situation when it arose. It was 
an emergency which called for utmost attention, the greatest energy 
on the part of the Minister of Agriculture. It was an (K^-casion on which 
we should have expected liim as a popular Minister to stand up for the 
rights of the raiyais and force the Hon’ble Finance MemWr to fork out 
money to help the raiyats out of the situation. We do not know that he 
has done so. 

Then. Sir, if we look hack to the history of this crisis we find that 
the Hon’hle Mr, Farociui and his department must shoulder a great 
portion of the responsibility for the magnitude of this crisis in the jute 
industry, if not for the whole. 

JjOgt year during the budget debate my friend Khan Itahadur Axixul 
Haque drew attention to the fact that the Department of Agriculture 
was carrying on a propaganda for more and more jute cultivation. The 
result of this activity was the production of more jute. He pointed out 
that while the Congress and the people were trying to restrict the 
cultivation of jute tlie Agriculture Department was carrying on an 
intensive work for the [iroductioii of more and more jute. Thai at any 
rate was a nciice to the Hou’ble Mr. Farofiiii that hie department wae 
going in the wrong way. It was a matter of which the Hon'Ue Minieter 
was entitled to notice a« it bore on the policy bie department wae 
pwreuing; and be had notice. But did the Gh^emment do anything 
to put a stop to that policy? In support of the proposition that the 
dffiartsient has been reiqioneiHle for the production of mm jule I will 
lefor to the report of tb d^rtmeni iledf. 
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la tha wpart at that departaiaat for the year 1929-80, on iiage 18 
this ia said about jute: 

»pite of lower prices, the cultivator in 1929 again produced a 
crop of over 100 lakhs of hales. There is now little doubt that the wide 
distribution of depart men tally improved races of jute, with the increased 
crops, thus entailed, has enabled the cultivator to produce his fibre and 
sell it at lower price than lycfore, while still making a satisfactoiy 
profit."' 

They take full credit for this over-production of jute in 1929 and 
they went further not to lose that credit in 1980. and the same pro- 
paganda of distribution of seeds went on. liot a word was said to the 
cultivator about this harm of over-produMion after the warning given 
by the Khan Bahadur, even leaving aside the propaganda of the Con- 
gress. And why? The reason it given by the Director of Agriculture 
in his report itself. The reason appears to be this: “This has placed 
the Bengal monopoly in jute beyond the reach of any competition to be 
anticipated, while still allowing the raiyat a substantial return for his 
labour.” He said that the monopoly in the jute trade w^ould place 
the raiyat beyond the reach of any competition. But that is a matter 
in which the European merchants and perhaps the Indian merchants 
trading in jute are interested very imich in jute prices; they are not 
interested in raising the price of jute but in preventing a formidable 
competition of any other stuff and any other method of handling the 
jute. This is the ruling motive of the Agriculture Department and 
they had the cheek to add that last year the agriculturists sold at a 
substantial profit but those who know all the facts know that last year 
M well as this year the agnculturists sold jute at a price which is 
much below the cost of production. In his evidence before the Agri- 
culture Commission Mr. Finlow said that the wst of cultivation of jute 
was Rs. 6 per maund and the price of jute last year and this year waa 
niuc'h below this, lu spite of the warning, in spite of the insistent pro- 
paganda of the Congress drawing attention to the serious situation caused 
by the over-production of jute the Department of Agriculture stuck to 
their propaganda and Mr. Faroqui acquiesced. What is that Depart- 
ment of Agriculture for if it is not going to Itelp the agriculturista of 
Bengal to get a substantial return, a substantial profit, out of the 
oultivatiun of jute? 

Well, how hae the Department of Agriculture handled jute? There 
ate three things that they have done — they have increased the prodne- 
lion of crop by the wide distribiitioii of departmeutally improved aeedi. 
This is the first tkiiqr they have done. Then they <dfdim to have 
improved the ataides of jute, a matter in which the trade will pooaihly 
Imve a difterent optnton, and thirdly, they have gone on year nDer yenr 
jMrodiicing jute forecasts. Let ua see how any of these things had hh^al 
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iltojoritrailoiv. I ktTt sltoini tkat Hit otttN^productiaa ol jmit bmiiglit 
alNUit by Hit introduciioii of improvod ttedt haa itd to tkt mta ol tkt 
cultivators. I say that the Department of A^rriculture have done this 
with a set purpose or out of culpable negli^eiice. 

Thau with regard to improved staples. The Department of A|frt- 
culture, if it thinks, that the lonirer staples are lietter staples and are 
going to help the cultivators in the least, then it must be absolutely 
perverse, because eveiybody who bus anything to ilo with jute knows 
that as a result of improved marh)ner\ liettei* staples are no longer 
necessary' for the jute mills. The result of that coupled with the fact 
the jute mills have pra<*tica]ly complete i*ontrol over the grading of jute 
has been that the jute mills are not buying good jute at all. I do not 
want to tax the House with details which peihaps may not lie quite 
intelligible to them. The jute mills do not buy and they have never 
liought No. 1 and they do not buy No. 2 or .1 or even 4. They do not 
buy the higher quality of jute, they buy the rejections. (A votrE: 
Question!) What they do with the rejections is this: If the jute 
mills do not buy anything but rejections the traders must dispose of 
all the better class of jute they have to buy Irom the cultivators and 
therefore they will put in all the better qualities of jute along wuth 
the rejections. This is what they do. (A voice : At Dundee.) Yes, 
I know. However I do not want to enter into that controversy. Th# 
position is that the impnived staples of jute d*> not mean better price. 
If the matter is investigated — and T would challenge the appointment 
of a (Mimraittee of this House to investigate this matter — it will be 
found that by their control of the grading the jute halers and mill 
owners have made it effectually impossible ^or the cultivators and the 
Indian traders to get anything from the higher class of jute so that 
this work of the Agriculture Department has not helped the 
agriculturists at all. 

Then I come to the jute forecast. Perhaps to those who have studied 
the subject it is well known that the jute forecasts have not done the 
least bit of good to the cultivalors; it may have done some good to the 
buyers; it has helped very often in producing a slump in prices; false 
fotecasts and eiroueous forecasts have reiluced the prices some times; 
whether that mistake w’as on the side of deficiency or not the buyers could 
adjust their prices so that they lost the least amount out of it. It has 
benefited the buyer but it has not done the least good to the cultivators. 
This is all that the Depaiiinent of Agriculture has done and during the 
year that Mr. Farrqui was ia charge of the department has he ever 
inquired about it or has be tried to make the department do anything 
better with regard to it. It does not appear Irom anything that has 
been published that the Hon*ble Minister has done anything and the 
reanlt is that the meet important commodity in Bengal has been allowed 
*0 be waetp|-<^tlRown into the sen, eo to any, beenne# of the aegUgenon 
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of the department in considering tlie interests of the cnltiyatorB and in 
organising the cultivators in tbe best way they could. So much with 
regard to jute. 

There are one or two good things which have been done by the 
Agriculture Department, but I do not think that the Hon'ble Minister 
will lay claim to any personal credit for those things. To one of those 
things I referred in my general observations on the budget — that was 
the work that had been done in connection with cattle-breeding. In the 
districts of Nadia and Malda certain experiments were carried out on 
cattle-breeding and for the purpose of producing fodder, silage opera- 
tiong were also tried. The result was satisfactory. Hon^ble members 
will find all about that in the report of the Department of Agriculture 
at page 20 and I do not want to tire the patience of the House by going 
info details about them. Mr. Dossip, the Live-Stock Expert, has two 
officers to carr>' on this work under his direction In. two places and the 
result is 8ati8facto^>^ In the report of the Department of Agriculture 
the work that has been done has been applauded. This Live-Stock 
Expert says that the cnicially important question of cattle improvement 
can only take place with reasonable rapidity hy an improvement in 
dairying conditions, and that to make any headway with dairying, a 
teaching centre is necessary. A scheme for development in this 
direction at quite a low cost has been approved by Government, but the 
lamentable lack of funds for agricultural improvement generally has 
prevented its materialization. In this department of cattle-breeding 
and general dairy there is an infinite scope for expansion, for develop- 
ment on pixifitohle lines hut the development has not taken place because 
of the sfringericy of funds. 


1240 p.in. 

I do not complain of that, T do not male that a ground for complaint. 
But the work that had nlremly lieen commenced in Malda with regard 
to cattle-hreediug and fodder gnvwing had to l)e stopped, and why? 
The Hem 'hie Mr. Marr w anted the Department of Agriculture to 
retrench and the department in its anxiety to oblige him could think of 
nothing hut sacrificing Bs. 6,000 paid to these officers. Well, I think 
it might be very obliging o1 the Hou’hle Minister for Agriculture, hut 
it was just the thing which he ought not to have done. Wherever there 
was the slightest opijortunity for doing a real service to the country 
by increasing the wealth of the people, the Hon*ble Minister has either 
done nothing dr done scmethiiig which has been to the detriment of 
the department. So ibuch n^mut agriculture. Then there was another 
department 

{Hm the member having reached his timedimit manmed hia seal) 



DElCAlfDS FOB OBASTS. 


m 



dir. NARENDRA KUMAR RAtU: Sir, in riting to auppmi thia 

mo^n I shall omifint* my remarks to one of the various departmenta 
that are under the charge of the Hou^ble Mr. Faroqui. It is perfet^tly 
well known to all the members of this House that the Co-(»perative 
Department is one which is fraught with possibilities of doing immense 
good to the people of the country. In tact in my unregenerate days, 
when I was not yet a co-operating member of this Council, I aometimea 
used to ask myself why should an alien Government start this movement 
which is fraught with so much possibilities of doing good to the people. 
Well, I know now that the Government is always anxious and solicitous 
for the teeming millions for whom they hold the trusteeship, and it is 
therefore that they started the movement. But let us see how this 
department has been administered under the ministership of my friend 
Mr. Faroqui. Well, I am sorry 8ir Provash is not here now; he would 
have been able to bear me out. About 25 years ago I was arguing a 
case before Sir Francis Maclean, one of the stateliest Chief Justices of 
the Calcutta High Court. It was a case from Bihar. The case turned 
upon the proof of a marriage. In the review of the evidence the first 
witness was described as the father-in-law, the second was described as 
the brother-in-law, and the third was described as the barber-in-law. 
The learned Judges, the advocates and everyl>ody were surprised and 
did not know what barber-in-law was. It was discovered that he WM 
the barber of the village where the marriage in question had taken 
place. Pursuing that analogy one might say that the Co-operative 
Department is the department-in-law. I will tell you why. It has been 
manned for years past and is being manned at present by relatives-in- 
iaw of the past and the present Ministers of Agriculture. Therefore, 
I say that the department may very well he styled as the deparimeni- 
in-law of the Uon’ble Minister. This departmeni-in-law started some 
coK>perative jute sale societies. They were fraught with immense 
benefit to the population, and we were told that they were doing good 
to the country. liust November suddenly we were told that these jute 
sale societies had been put into liquidation and that a high official of 
Government was being deputed to inquire into the matter. One would 
have thought that an inquiry would be made into the working of these 
societies before final orders for liquidation were given. But the depart* 
ment presided over by my amiable friend Mr. Faroqui has got ideas 
of its own. What has the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, whom 
I see going from bench to bench during this discussion, done to hold 
an inquiry as to the probable survival of these societies P One of the 
greatest drawbacks of the department is that most of the officem, I 
mean the Registrar and the Assistant Begisirars, are not peripatetic 
oaleide the Council Chamber. The Registrar is peripatetic inside the 
Goundl Chsaaber. But that will not do. Ibe heads of the departaent 
mjgbt to go about the country and| it is their business to do so. I 
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«a<ler8liMid ih»t Gor^riimsBt im om •! Mt wimHs mi# ftgafiimgr 
tb» fttfistioM of ithe RefwttUr an# AMistaal Bofittvm tkai IIm 
AM tuiani Begistrars would #nd it poisibla to get into eioeer and Moiw 
frequent touch than at present with co^^ratiye societies within their 
reepectire jurisdietioa so that they migh{ have first-hand knowledge of 
their needs and wants and rectify them on the spot. But thia work ia 
hetiig done by the Assistant Registrar of the Bardwan Dmsian hanagf 
his headquarters in Calcutta. Hot only has the Aseiataat Registrar e# 
the Presidency Bivision got his headquarters in Calcutta, but the head- 
quarters of the Assiitant Registrar of the Burdwan Bivieioii are in 
Calcutta. One would like to know for how many days the Regiatrnr 
and the Assistant Registrars hare gone out to intenriew eo-<^eratora 
in the districts. I subMit that the hasty and inconsiderate way ia which 
the jute sale socdeties have been closed down shows the utter rottennesa 
of the deparlment. 


MIN d. OAMPBiLL ftmiEmils It seems to me that Dr. Sen 
€Kipta made up his mind to have something to say against the Minister 
of Agriculture, and he fixed on the subject of the jute crop, but he has 
handled his subject very Imdly. The jute crop and the over-production 
of the crop is all put down to the fault of the Minister of Agriculture. 
He is blamed for growing a crop of such an excellent quantity this year 
as has never been known before. T am sure it is the Almighty who is 
responsible for that and not Mr. Faro<iui, and if I>r. Sen Gupta’s effort 
is to make Mr. Faroqui responsible for it, he is clearly not entitled to 
do so. The Doctor may know a great deal about drugs. (A voice: 
He is a Doctor of Law.) Thanks for the correction. I have not the 
honour of knowing the worthy Doctor personally, but I am certain he 
knows more about law than he does about jute and causes of the jute 
crtsla He has informed the House that by some extraordinary means 
the buyers of jute fibre have taken advantage of the sellers, and he 
talks about the bu.^^rs doing away with the long fibres to the 

detriment of seHeib. This in itself shows gross ignorance of the subject. 
The length of the fibre does not in any way affect the price of manu- 
facture, as the raw material is put through softeners, breakers an# 
teasers, the jute then comes through two rollers, and falls like a water- 
fall, the fibre having been teased out into sliver. Whether it is a long 
fibre or a short fibre, it goes through this process. 

He again talks glibly about I’s, 2’s, Ts, 4’8, Rejections without 
having studied the subject. Out of your selections in jute you can only 
take four qualitiee. ^nes may be discounted as they are practioaBy 
pmutaUe, 2, S, 4, B, you can name them what you like yew can eaB 
the # a B, an# the 4 a Low Bejeotiott, an# the Bajeeliott a 





^ ^ mmify allenair the Himes, but ibe four quolitki rweii 
Ilie Mun#. Tberefofe tbe price is not affected hy tbe il^riif of m 
rnmtkw or name. 

In fact be makes out such an absurd case that one is competled to 
come to the conclusion that in his effort to attack the Hon1>le Minister 
lor Agrricuhure, any argument is g(K>d enon|rh. This has the effect on 
me, and no douht has the same effec*! on many other members of this 
House, of driving their sympathy towards the Hon*ble Mr. Faroqui, 
As 1 said in this House* the other day, it is not the increased crop that 
is entirely responsible for the terrible slump in jute, but the lack of 
a research department. I^et Dr. Sen Gupta and others who are gntm* 
bling about excess crops turn their attention for other uses for thia 
wonderful fibre, the cheapest in the world, and a monopoly of Bengali 

KhM lahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUff: Sir, I am sorry my friend 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu is not here now. I only want to refer to 
the jute sale societies. 1 as a member of the Provincial Baaking 
Eiaquiry Committee bad an opportunity of going thonmghly into tbe 
working of tkaea aocietiea and also into tbe working of co-o]>eratieo 
societies in Bengal. It is my moral conviction as a remiit of tbe 
examination of tbe facts which I am not entitled to disclose to this 
House, as a result of the evideace contained in volume 111 of tbo 
report of the l^vincial Banking Enquiry Committee, and as a result 
of the several conferences between jute growers, co-operative banks 
and others interested, that if the Minister of Agriculture has dona 
anything for the good of Bengal it is tbe closing of the jute sale 
societies. I am confident on very sound reasons that if these soriotios 
bad not boon closed at tbat time tbea the whole co-operative movement 
in Bengal would have got a rude set-hack, and my reasons are obviously 
clear. These jute sale societies were started under the auspices of the 
co-operative department, but tliey liad very little co-operative element in 
them. They were merely substitutes of the many dealers in jute which 
we find already in tbe market. There were 10 jute sale societies in 
Bengal and the reason why these societies were started was to give to 
the cultivators a little more from the share of the middlemen. 

12-46 p.m. 

In other words, the idea was to effect direct contact between the 
euHivmtor and the purchaser. There can be no obieetion to such an 
idea but mi a matter of fact what did theee societies doP Jute was pur* 
ebaaed by the societies from the open market and it was not ike mmnbers* 
jntn. We also found that the jute salt aaoietiaa, moat of whom weft 
itarted in i926^ihe boom year — ^wete worldag on losMse* Why wia il 
mf Mmqiimg one sooiely not a ekgle eoeiafy eonM pay any dividand 
aa lhaoverlMd ofaargee wm vmy Thom was aaolbm eteaMmi k 
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it and that was that as a result of the loans which these societies had 
incurred year after year, they were faced with the problem of how to 
meet their liabilities. Tou will be surprised to hear that we were 
confronted with evidence not merely in one district but in several dis- 
tricts— evidence which is now on record end which showed that the 
reserve funds of the village co-operative societies were being put into 
these jute sale societies. At that time we were confronted with a serious 
task. If we censured the working of the jute sale societies it would 
harm their reputation and we would be told that as a result of our 
stricture they have lost credit in the market. Therefore, Sir, as the 
report of the Banking Enquiry was a reserved one we suggested that a 
careful inquiry should be made by an expert in order to determine 
whether these should continue. If these societies had continued for 
another year the result would have been a great set-back to the co- 
operative movement in Bengal. 

Sir, I remember to have been told in the district of Dacca and one 
or two other places that the officers of the co-operative department were 
forcing the villagers to put their money in jute societies. In the face 
of that I think if these jute societies were allowed to continue then not 
merely the village societies but the provincial co-operative bank would 
have had to face heavy liabilities. I am told that the liability of the 
provincial bank in that case would have been not about Rs. 20 lakhs 
but much more and all this because the provincial bank had to finance 
jute societies. I, therefore, think that Government has done a very 
flound thing in abolishing the societies. By that I do not mean that 
these societies should not be resuscitated. If they are to be resuscitated 
they must be resuscitated on sound financial lines with a view to 
anoourage co-operation and eliminate the middleman from the market. 

Rii Raliailur KitNAi CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, Mr. Narendra 
Bumar Basu has criticised the Hon’ble Minister in connection with the 
working of co-operative credit sale and supply societies. * As chairman 
of a now-difaiml society, I owe it to myself to explain the real position. 
It may be that the order of liquidation was passed before the inquiry 
officer was appointed but I can tell the House that Mr. Nelson was 
deputed to hold an investigation into the working of these co-operative 
sale and supply societies and in connection with the inquiry held into 
the working of the Narayanganj Society, I had the opportunity of 
placing all the registers and papers before him for proper examination 
and scrutiny. It was in pursuance of the recommendations of the 
Banking Enquiry Committee that the Hon’ble Minister afqminted 
Mr. Ndlaon io hol4 the inquiry. I do not know anything al^i tlie 
working of the other jute sale societies, but so far as the Narayanganj 
Side and Snpidy Society is concerned, I can say that the investigatkm 
Was not earned out in a fault-finding spirit and it was found that the 
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cSoting of the eociety was uot without any juattfioation. That is all 
^al I have got to »ay in reply to Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu's criticism. 

Tilt Htn’blt Khaii BtiuMliir K« C. M« FAROQUIt Sir» my iiolioy 
has been critici8e<l with spcK'ial reference to the present jute situation. 
It will be news to my friend to leam that other persons besides he, such 
as, for instance, the much-maligned Minister, have not Wn behind 
hand in their endeavour to help the cultivators in the present crisis so 
far as possible. Goveriiraeut have up to date distributed Us. 8,78,li32 
as takavi loons while the Bengal Provincial (^o-operative Bank have 
given away as loans to the extent of Us. 5,88, 2b0 and the Centrol Banks 
have distributed Rs. (1,49,911 through primary credit societies to 
members. 

Sir, Government have l»een blamed for the present situation. But 
they have just as miu h or as little control over the factors which have 
contributed to the present situation as my friends who have criticised 
us have. The situation this year has not been due to over-production 
alone. In the year 192(5, the outiuni wuis large but prices were 
nevertheless maintained because the world conditions of that year 
stimulated trade demand. Jute, although produced only in Bengal, is 
an international (ommodity and depends entirely for its price upon trade 
condition throughout the world. 

As I explained to the House in connection with a iiou-odicial Jute 
Bill which was introiluced in Council the other day, the question as to 
the steps which can be and should be taken with regard to the present 
situation was discussed threadbare on various occasions with non- 
official bodies, representative cultivators and other persons interested 
in the matter. There was an overwhelming majority of opinion against 
restriction by legislation. In spite of this, however, Government 
agreed to the circulation of a non-official Jute Bill with a view to eliciting 
public opinion thereon. Further, as a result of the careful examina- 
tion of the situation and the prolonged discussion of the question with 
all parties interested in the matter, Government have undertaken pro- 
paganda w^ork with a view to the restriction in the area under jute this 
year. Several leaflets have been issued for the purpose, and the culti- 
vators have also been advised as to the crops they would substitute for 
jute on the land thus set free this year. Every step has been taken by 
Government to ensure that these leaflets reach the cultivators and 
copies of these have been given to such non-oflEloial bodies as have come 
forward to assist in this propaganda. The Press Officer has also under- 
taken the use of bulletins for the purpose in consultation with the 
Agriculture Department. 

So far as our information goes, these leaflets have reached the 
cultivators and it some of my friends who are so eloquent over the matter 
in the Counefl Chamber would co-operate with Ooveminent outside this 

tt 
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(Jhainber in inducing the cultivators to sow a restricted area this year, 
the situation would improve. But, Sir, the problem is a difficult one, 
specially us more than one province is concerned in the matter, and, 
therefore, any action, in order to be effective, must be taken in concert 
by all the provinces concerned. The question of setting up an agency 
which would watch over the interests of all branches of the jute tnule 
from the field to the factory formed the subject matter of correspondence 
with the Government of India, who have decided to undertake legisla* 
lion forthwith for the formation of a Central Jute Committee. Opinion 
has not been asked for, in regard to the functions of the Committee, 
its personnel and the manner in which it would be financed. Accord- 
ingly we have invited the views of the various commercial and other 
bodies interested in the matter, of the Bengal Central Raiyat Associ.i- 
tion, of representative growers and of Commissioners of Divisions and 
District Officers. Replies from many of these consulted are still being 
awaited. While Government are naturally anxious to expedite the 
matter as far as possible, they propose in view of its importance to 
consider carefully the views whi<‘h may be expressed by those concerned 
before formulating their opinion in the matter. 

Sir, the agricultural departments of all the provinces in India and 
in fact of all the civilised Governments publish the forecasts of the 
important produce. This helps the merchants and the growers as well. 

The Preliminary Jute Forecast is published about the 2nd week of 
Jul> and the Final Forecast about the 3rd week of September. A 
shortage in the forecast figures stimulates prices and helps the culti- 
vators whereas a forecast of a large crop depresses prices and is 
detrimental to the interests of the cultivators. But, Sir, may I point 
oil I that as a matter of fact during the last decade, the outturn as 
estimated in the Forecast has invariably been less than the actual crop, 
and that therefore the forecast has been beneficial to the growers rather 
than to the consumers. 

Regarding th« publicaGon of the Forecasts of probable trade 
demands, no Government can commit itself to such a dangerous policy. 
Probability of trade demand is a matter of speculation. Is it desirable 
that a Government should speculate regarding the probability of demand ? 
If the idea of the Government does not prove to be correct and the jute 
growers suffer in consequence thereof, what a dangerous situation will 
then he created? If any boily of the department or even the hon*ble 
inembera can correctly anticipate trade demand then he can easily occupy 
n prominent |K>sition in the Clive Street of Calcutta or the Wall Street 
of New York and place himself within the category of the 20 richeit 
men of the world. Even such well organised bodies like the Indian 
Jute Mills Association could not anticipate the probable trade require- 
ments during the last lew years and in consequence they are fac^ at 
premt with the same difficult situation m our raiyats. 
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Sir, I have been charfM with the diaeouHea; ol not 
atl^owledgmg a letter whirl) Dr. Sen (iupta 8av» he wrote to me ia 
coimection with the jute aituatioii. I am eorry that he ehouW ha^e 
thottirht me so rude. But the fact is that I do not remember to have 
received any communication from him on the subject. 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. Basu has attaokoil me and the lieitistrar 
of (Voperative Societies for the closure of the jute sale societies. His 
criticisms have been fully met by ray friend Khan Bahadur Aiiiitl 
Haque and I have little to add. 

It is true, Sir, that the exfieriraents made in the direction of joint 
sale of jute have failed. But 1 regret that the policy of the department 
in closing down these societies should have been criticised, (lovern* 
ment have been no less anxious than any one else for the development 
of the ccM>i)erative movement in this direction. The jute sale soiieties 
which were closed down had develo|>ed on uii-<‘o-operative lines and had 
be<^ome financially bankrupt through speculation. They liaudhMl an 
extremely small p<»rtioii of the total jute produced. The maximum 
quantity handled by these societies was a little over 10 lakhs of tmiunds 
of jute a year while the total outturn last year was estimated at f> 
orores and 60 lakhs of maunds. Further, we have it on the authority 
of the Bengal Banking Enquiry Committee that with the exception of 
one society in one particular year these societies were never productive 
of any good to the cultivators. And the ('ommittee practically rec^ira- 
mended the closing down of these societies. In these circumstances, 
Sir, the only lionest course to adopt, with due regard to the interest of 
the entire movement, was to close down these societies which had 
developed on un-c o-ojierative lines and had become financially bankrupt. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Qupia was then put and lost. 

1 p.m. 

The following motions were emailed hut not moved: — 

Khtw BMhmktr Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: ‘‘That the demand of 
Rs. 2, Id, 000 under the head *22£. — Ministers* he reduced by Be. 1 
(to draw attention of the Ministry to the necessity of reviewing the 
working of the departments in charge of the Ministers, specially in the 
departments of Agriculture, Industiyr, Excise and Public Health, and 
of enunciating the future policy and working of these departments}/* 

Mr. SAIIAT CHANDRA tAL: ‘"That the demand of Es. 2,18,000 
under the head ‘22E.— Ministers* be reduced by Be. I (policy of 
ICiniater with reference to the backward claaMi).** 

Rii MHiAiir ICitHAD CHANDRA RANERJIi <*Tbat the demand 
ol Be. 66,000 under the head '22F.— L^palaiive Cou]icil*--Trarolling 
oQomooo’ bo lofiiod.’’ 
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Mr. NARiNORA KUMAR SASU: Sir, may I aak fw a 

whether I shall be in order in taking all the cuts regarding hill allowasees 
together? Or shall I move these motions separately? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are the motions you refer to? 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR RASU: Nos. 263, 291, 293, 318, 320, 
326 and 328. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can take them together. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I beg to move the foUowing 

motions : — 

‘'that the demand of lls. 1,900 under the head ‘22F. — Legislative 
Council — Hill allowances* be refused;** 

“that the demand of lls. 16,000 under the head ‘22G. — Civil 

Secretariat (Reserved) — Hill Allowances’ be refused;** 

“that the demand of Rs. 5,400 under the head ‘22G. — Civil 

Secretariat (Reserved) — Hill Journey Charges* be refused;’’ 

“that the demand of Rs. 5,000 under the head ^22H. — Civil 

Secretariat (Transferred) — Hill Allowance* be refused;** 

“that the demand of Rs. 3,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil 

Secretariat (Transferred) — Hill .Tourney Cliarges’ be refused;*’ 

“that the demand of Rs. 1,000 under the head ‘221. — Board of 
Revenue — Hill Allowances* be refused;** and 

“that the demand of Rs. 1,000 under the head ‘221. — Board of 
Revenue — Other contingencies — ^Hill journey charges’ be refused.” 

These motions, Sir, all relate to the hill allowances paid to the 
different departments, namely, the Legislative Council — Rs. 1,900, 
Civil Secretariat — Rs. 16,000 plus Rs. 5,400 = 118. 21,400, Civil Secre- 
tariat— Re* 5^000 plus Rs, 3,000 = Rs. 8,000, and the Board of Revenue— 
Rs. 1,000 pfu/te. 1,000 = Rs. 2,000, that is to say, Rs. 33,300 altogether. 
Sir, the arguments against the exodus to the hills have been put by 
me twice already, but it was said in answer to those two proposed cuts 
that they referred to His Excellency the Qovenior and the clerks and 
ministerial officers of the Executive Councillors and Ministers. Now 
that this House has passed those demands, I think, Sir, that so far as 
the Governor and the Cabinet are concerned they have got the liberty 
to go to the Jiills. But so far as these departments are conoemed, I 
do not see anj reason that can be advanced for spending this Rs. 33,000 
of public money fot* taking them to the hills year aftm^ year. Sir, in 
Addition to what I have said about the necesaity of economy thii year 
I would ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Excise Bepartmeni 
to remember what he said in declaring the policy of Qowwnammk to 
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maitera. He aaid day before yesterday that GovernBieBt liai 
following the policy of minimum consumption of excisable article. 
Sir, taking people from the plains to the hills is not following tbs 
principle of minimum consumption of excisable articles 

Ills Hon’bls Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Basu seems 
to know more about this. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Yes. 1 do and therefore 1 say 
that he should not take people to the hills if he wants less consumption 
of excisable articles. I submit no reasons have been given, in spite of 
the carrying of the other two motions, why it should be necessary for 
all these ofticcrs to go up to the hills every year and to simuhI Hs, <h*i.000 
for the purpose. I therefore commend these motions to the acceptance 
of this House. 

Rii Balwdur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, I beg to 
support the following motions which also stand in my name: — 

“that the demand of Its. r»,fKKt under the head ^2211. — (’ivil 
Secretariat (Transferred) — Hill Allowance' he refused;" 

“that the demand of Its. J.CKKl under the head *221. — Hoard of 
Revenue — Hill Allowances' be refused;" and 

“that the demand of Its. 1,000 under the liead ‘221. — Board of 
Revenue — Other contingencies — Hill jouniey charges’ Iw refused." 

Sir, in supporting these motions I shall try to draw attention to the 
fact that the question before the House is not a new one. It wan 
discussed and debated times without number on the floor of this House, 
but unfortunately no steps appear to have been taken to give effect 
to those resolutions. As I have already stated before, the question 
formed the subject matter of a resolution moved by the late Babn 
Surendra Nath Roy, a former member of this Council, in the Dacca 
Sewion of the Legislative Council, held on the 7th of August, 1917. 
On subsequent occasions also the question came up for discussion. 
On the 8th February’, 1921, Mr. Surendra Nath Mullick moved a 
reeolution that the annual migration to the hills should be disconiinued. 
In his speech he referred to the unwisdom and inadvisability of spend- 
ing public money on the luxury of exodus to the hills twice a year. 
Sir, men like Sir Alexander Wilson, men like the late Mr. Pugh and 
Mr . Yule thought that 'it was an exaggerated notion that the Indian 
climate was unsuitable. And it was so thought in 1886 — 46 years 
ago, when many of us here were quite young and some of us were eyen 
not bom. 1 do not want to go into details, but I would simply refer 
the House to the arguments advanced by Mr. Mullick and other 
aqMakers in support of the resolution. A glance at the official report 
of the Council proceedings of the 7th August, 1917, and the 8th 
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February f 1921 (pegen 137 to 161) will convince the hon’bk members 
of this House of the futility of the annual eitodus to Darjeeling. The 
question wan also dis<.‘ussed on several other occasions on the floor of 
this House in connection with the voting of grants, but we find that the 
practi(;e has still continued to the utter detriment of the poor tax- 
payers. Sir, the present year is one of exceptional diflSculty not only 
to (lovernmeut but also to the people. In view of the financial 
position of (lovemment, as has already iieen indicated by the Hon’ble 
Finance Member in his Budget speei'h, I do not think it wise or 
advisable on the part of Government to have the luxury of a hill 
exodus, this year. I do not wish to reiterate the arguments against 
migration to Darjeeling as a perusal of the old Council protieedings 
already referred to will amply justify my contention. I would, there- 
fore, appeal to the Hon’ble Members opposite to postpone going to 
Darjeeling at least for one year. 

With these words, 1 commend my motions to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Maulvi HA8SAN ALf: Sir, I do not know what these sums for 
hill allowances are for. If the reason for providing these sums is to 
keep the prestige of Ciovernracnt, then 1 do not want to say anything. 
But if they are for the health of the ofticers I have grave objections. 
Sir, everybody must look after his own health and everybody requires 
rest. If Government eaii give the assurance that they will carry all 
the people of Bengal to the hills to improve their health, then perhaps 
I may have i»o objection. Can Government give any assurance like 
that? No, they cannot. If the officers of Government want t<i go to 
the hills (KTasioually, it is their own business and they must spend 
these sums out of their own pockets. 1 theiefore support these 
motions. 


Tht Itai’bit Mr. A. MARK: Sir, the position in the discussion 
that we hav^ now arrived at is that His Excellency the Governor goes 
to Darjeeling, the Members of the Executive Council and the Ministers 
also go to Darjeeling. That part of the question is now settled. To 
every one, 1 think, it must be obvious that if the Governor, the 
Executive Councillors and the Ministers go to Darjeeling, they must 
have a certain number of oflicers there to advise them and to do all the 
necessary Secretariat work. I think it is also clear that a certain 
number of th^ establishment must go up with the Government. This 
question is uct a new one: it has come before the Council on several 
occasions before. It was brought forward by Mr. Surendra NaHi 
IfuUick in a resolution which he moved in this Council in February. 
1921, and to which reference has been made by Bat Bahadur Keshiib 
Ohanflra Baaerji. 
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It astouaded me when the Itai Bahadur made the statement thut 
jao action whatsoever was taken on that resolution and no reduction 
was made in the establishment. I think if the Rai Bahadur had taken 
the slightest trouble to find out 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: May 1 rise on a 
point of personal explanation.^ I did not say that no action has lieen 
taken to reduce expenditure hut that no action has been taken to give 
effect to the resolution. 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: I beg to differ. The Rai Bahadur 
most (crtainly .said that no action was taken and that no redmtion in 
the expenditure had been made in cotisef|uence. He said that most 
distinctly and I am certain he meant this, hut if he had taken the 
slightest trouble to get the figure.s from any Member of Government, 
he could not have made that statement. I may say, Sir, that as result 
of the passing of that resolution in 1921 action was taken at once and 
(foveniinent dec'ided then that not only should the number of clerks in 
the Secretariat that go to Darjetditig heavily curtailed but also that 
the establishment that accompany heads of departments should be still 
more curtailed. 

Later on in 192d the Bengal Retrenchment Committee examined 
this «iiiestioii and advised certain reductions; the matter was again 
examined and (iovernment were able to make some further reductions. 
Before these reductions were made the expenditure incurred wa« 
roughly Rs. 75, (MX) to Rs. hut as a result of these two 

examinations of the position the figure was reduced to Rs. 38,793 as an 
agreed on figure. Since then in not a single. year has that figure been 
exccedeii. Up till now the Council has always passed what was tha 
actual expenditure, which, as I have said, never exceeded the figure 
agreed upon. I therefore think that the Rai Bahadur's arguments are 
not based on facts and the ('ouncil will be perfectly safe in voting this 
money. 

I might add that as a further safeguard in recent years it has Wen 
laid down that a fortnight before the move to Darjeeling takes place 
each department has to submit a statement to the Finance Department 
•bowing the name and pay of each assistant and each menial whom it is 
proposed to take up to Darjeeling. That statement is scrutinised in 
the Finance Department very carefully and if any department tries to 
exceed its allotment it is immediately pulled up. I beg to oppose these 
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Tilt Htn^liit Sir PROVAtM CHUNDER HITTER: MoticmB Not. 
326 and 328 appertain to my department. As the Hon^ble Finance 
Member has explained the position fully it is not necessary for me to 
cover the same ground again, but I will add that what was decided in 
1921 was the result of a vote of the Legislative Council. That Legis* 
lative (Council had much useful work to its credit and a considerable 
saving was made as a result of that motion of Mr. Surendra Nath 
Mullick, wliich was supported by many members of that Legislative 
Council. I see here Mr. S. M. Bose, vho was one of them and there 
were Mr. S. R. Das and various other members, who got the objection- 
able features of the exodus removed. The C’ouncil has already agreed 
that His Excellency the Governor should be allow ed to go to Darjeeling, 
it was also agreed that if the Government was to function Members of 
the Cabinet should also be there. Therefore it follows that the 
minimum rec^uirements of carrying on the Government must also be 
provided for. The present arrangements for ihe Darjeeling exodus are 
on a very modest scale. I may add that the Darjeeling office is known 
as the tour office. 

With regard to this particular item about the hill allowance of the 
Board of Revenue hon’ble members will find from page 100 that the 
allow'ance of the Member of the Board ot Revenue is non-voted. It 
does not touch the Memlier of the Board of Revenue ; it touches his 
orderlies and clerks and menials. If the Member in charge of the 
Board of Revenue is not there when questions of importance crop up 
in the Revenue Department, as they constantly do, it may be neces- 
sary to send for him to have a discussion at Darjeeling; that w'ill be 
more expensive and certainly more inconvenient than the present 
system. On the other hand if he is there the work will be done 
expeditiously. Therefore as the Council has agreed to His Excellency’s 
going there as well as to Members and Ministers going there I hope 
they will not object to the allowances of the petty clerks of the Board 
of Revenue. 

The of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu were then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,900 under the head ’22F. — Legislative Councir be reduced by 
Rs. 100 [policy regarding hill exodus of officers (gaxeited and 
ministerial)].*' 

MUNINDRA OEi RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. I,9(l0 under the head "22F. — Legislative Goimcil — 
aUowanoes” be reduced by Re. 1 [policy regarding bill exodus ol 
ofioers (gaaetted and ministerial) and absence of any principle]. 
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“^ir, tills is a token cut to express our disapproval ot ike kill exodus 
p<|Iiey. The financiai condition o! the country does not justify 
expenditure on such luxuries. This is of course a small amount but, 
Sir, '^every mickle makes a luuckle/* This is an expenditure which, 
I think) can be avoided. If 1 was couvinced that it was a necessity, 
I should have been the last person to obje<*t to it. Sir, I think that 
excepting the Hon'ble Mr. Marr 1 have got to l»ear the heaviest body 
in this Council and for such a body the tropical heat is undoubtedly 
boring, yet I do not hiid any necessity of running to the hills during 
even the hottest weeks if I can help it. By this I dt> not mean to say 
that I do not go to the hills. Yes, I do generally in Octolwr or 
November for a change when the plains arc rather hot. Sir, if a 
pnnkha and /7om khns can keep tlic heads of the average Bengalee cool 
enough to do business in Cah utta during the hottest days, I do not 
understand why such should not be the case with the officers of 
Govern men t 

Tha Mr^ At MARR: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not 

the case that the mover is raising a question that has been already 
decided P The mover, as I understood him, is challenging the question 
of allowances given to officers and clerks who go to the hills. I think 
this question has already been decided and he is not in order. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Yes, we have disposed of that question. • I 
think you had better not move it. 

MUNfNDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Then I do not move. 

The motion of Munindra Deh Itai Mahasai was then deemed to be 
withdrawn. 

The following motions were calh»d hut not moved 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: ^That the demand of 
Rs. 19,000 under the head '22F. — Legislative Ckmncil— Lump sum 
provision for the o<*cupation of the new Council Building* V>e reduced 
ky Be. 1 (to raise a discussion on the carelessness of the contra<^tors 
in ike construction of some coloureil marble pillars in which cracks 
were noticed soon after occupation)." 

Mr. BHANTI SHiKNAREBWAR RAY: "That the demand of 
Rs. 2,06,000 under the head *22F. — Jjegislative Ckiuncir be reduced by 
Be. 100 (unsatisfactory police arrangements in the new Conaeil House, 
particularly the rather offensive stare of police officers in striking 
contrast to the ever helpful attitude of the staff of the Legislative 
DepartnsMit)." 
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MUNINDRA OEI RAI MAHAMiS ''That the demand of 

E«. 2,06,000 under the head '22F. — ^Legislative Council’ be reduced 
by R». 100 (pay and prospects of the department).” 

Kmd EMDADUL HOQUE: "That the demand of Rs. 2,06,000 
under the head '22F. — ^Legislative Council’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(revision of the prospects of the lower division assistants of the Legis- 
lative Department, and also the raising of the status of the depart- 
ment, so far us the upper division assistants are concerned).” 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 2,06,000 under the head ^22F. — Legislative Council’ be reduced 
by Rs. lOl (to raise the questions of the .separation of the Council 
Office from the Legi.slative Department)." 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: "That the 
demand of Rs. 2,06,000 under the head ‘22F. — Legislative Couiunl’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the desirability of 
separation of the Legislative (’ouin il staff and office from the Govern- 
mant Departments and placing the same under the President of the 
Legislative Council ) . ” 

Kill EMDADUL HOQUE: "That the demand of Rs. 2,06,<H)0 
under the head *22F. — liCgi.slative Council' be reduced by Rs. 1(K) (in 
order to raise a discussion about the combination of functions of 
Secretary, l^egislative Council, with the iSecretary to the Govern- 
ment).” 

Mr. S. M. BOSE and MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: "That 
the demand of Rs, 2,06,000 under the head ‘22F. — TiCgislative Council’ 
be reduced by Rs. 101 (a separate Legislative Council Department 
under the elKslusive control of the President).’’ 

Mauivi 8YED 4ALALUDDiN HA8HEMY: "Thai the demand of 
Ra. 2,06,000 under the head ‘22F. — Legislative Council’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (steps taken by the Hon'ble Member in charge for the 
separation of the liegialative Department from that of the Legislative 
Council).” 

Kaxi BMDAIHIL HOQUE: "That the demand of Ra. 2,06,000 
under the head '22F. — Legislative Council’ be reduced by Re. 1 (delay 
in effecting the separation of the Legislative Department and Legia* 
lative Council Office).” 
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tllfllINDRA DEB BAI MAHABAIt **Tliat the demand of 
Di* 12,600 under the head *22G. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Political 
and Appointment Departments — Pay of Othcera on apeoial dutr^ be 
refused/* 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I to move that the demand 
of R«. 3,13,000 under the head “22G. — (^ivil Secretariat (Reserved) — 
Judicial, Political and Appointment Departments” he redmed by 
R». 100 (question of exercise of function by I lie Press Officer and 
abolition of the post). 

But it would be better if I move it on Monday, Sir, as there is only 
one minute left to^lay. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil have moved it and you can speak on it on 
Monday. 


Adjourfunafit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 o’clock on Monday, the 23rd 
March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ProoMtfifiii of the Bongal Logiolativo Ooundi aiMiiililod imdor the 
provloioiift of tiio Govommoiit of Imfii Aet 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 23rd March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Proiifit: 

Mr. President (the Hon ’He Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers apd 117 
nominated and elected members. 


itarrod Quottions 

(to which oral anowors wore given). 


Number of Hindu and Muhammadan eleoted members in the Distriet 
and Local Boards and Municipalities. 

MSS. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charjfe of the T/Ocal Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showinjr the number of Hindu and Mussalnmn 
elected memWrs in the l(K.*ttl l)oards, district l>oards and municipalities 
in each district in Benjral? 

MINISTER In oharge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Btjoy Prasad Singh Roy): As regards 
district boards and local boards, attention is invited to appendix G to 
the resolution on district l)oard8 a copy of which will be found in the 
library. It is regretted that time does not permit of further informa- 
tion being collected during this session. 


•’Molilal day” in GowaiUchali. 

M84. lir. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’He Member in charge of 
the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the “Motilal day” was observed on the 16th of February, 1^31, by the 
people of this country all over India as a mark of respect to the memory 
el Pandit Motilal N^ni? 
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^ (b) Is it a fact that CKivsrnmsiit t<»ok no steps to prerent the oelobra* 
tjOD of such memorable day by the i>eople for taking out processions with 
the photo of the Panditji and holding meetings for the purpose 1* 

(c) Is it* a fact that on that day some processionists Wei's dispersed by 
the jwlice near Gewankhali baser within |)oliee-8ttttion Hahisadal in the 
district of Midnapore after snatching away the photo of Pandit Moti- 
lalji and the National flog from their hands and arresting Benoy 
Krishna Bag^ Amnlya Charan Bag and Surendranath BhoraiF 

(d) If the answer U^ (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what action he projwses to take in this matter 
against the |)oIice for sm h conduct on their part? 

(e) Are the Government cimsidering the desirability of releasing the 
arrested persons at once? 

MEMBER in chargt of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hoii’blo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): («) Yes. The loth Febmary was obsm-od 
in many places as a day of luoiiraing as a mark of respect to the 
memory of the late Pandit Motilal Nehru. 

(h) Yes, when the celebnitions were with the ohjw't stated in the 
answer to (o). 

(c) Some processionists were disi>er8ed near Gewankhali hosar, since 
the objecl of the procession was not merely condolence but to stir up 
the people towards further im>1s of civil dirndiedience. Several dags were 
seised, imd Benoy Krishna Bag, Amulya Charan Bag and Surendra 
Ghoroi were arrested. Government have no information of the seisore 
of a photo of Motilal Nehru. 

(d) None in view of the circumstances specified. 

(e) They have been released. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEEfWitb reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon 'hie Meml>er be pleased to state in what particular 
reepect did the processionists attempt to stir up the people to further 
acts of civil disobedience? 

Hoii*bl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE s I must ask for notice. 

Mr. BYAMAPROBAD M00KER4EE: Will the Hon^^le Member 
be pleased to state what is the basis of the statement which he has made 
in paragraph (c)? 

TMi NoiPMl Mr. W* 0. R. PRENTICE l A report from the District 
Magistrate of Midnapore. 
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Maulvi SYEO ^ALALUDDIN NAMflMY: Will ilm H(m’ble 
Member be pleased to state—— 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already said we 
have no information at all. If the member wants a spedal inquiry 
made, we shall have this done. 

Maulvi EYED MAdID BAKSH; Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state what special arrangements were made in respect to this 
procjession ? 

The Hon’hia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No arrangements were 
made. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head ‘‘22. — ^fleneral Administration** Was 
then resumed. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: As I>ve just been assured by 
the Hon’ble Meml»er that the office of the Press Officer is about to be 
abolished, I ask leave of the House to withdraw this motion. 

Tha Hofl’hia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I may perhaps explain 
the position. Tlie Press Officer has two functions. One is that of 
Press Officer in wliich he exercises supervision over the various papers, 
but since the Press Ordinance has been withdrawn he does not exercise 
that function now. His other function is that of Publicity Officer in 
which he issues the Government Netrs Bulletin^ and furnishes official 
information to the Press for publication. In his second function he 
will continue the publication of the Nexcf BMetin as Publicity Officer. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: May I ask question, BirP 
Has it Wn df^iil^d by Government to continue this post? 

Tha Hon'hit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; This is the desire of 
Government, Since propaganda with regard to civil disobedience is 
no longer necessary, both sides of Government desire to continue this 
post for a further three months for propaganda work in connection with 
such things as co-operative credit, public health, etc. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn: — 

<*Thai the demand of Bs. 3,13,000 under the head *2SO.--4JiviI 
Secretariat (Reserved) — Judicial, Political and Appointment Depart- 
inmits* be reduced by Rs. 100 (question of exercise of function by the 
Preas Officer and abolition of the post).’* 
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following motion was called but not n^OTod: — 

Milllvi AiUL KASeH: *^That the demand of Be. 3,l3»000 under 
the head *220. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Political and Appoint- 
ment Departments* be rwluced by Rs. 100 (waste of money by pub- 
lishing the weekly bulletin).** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAh 1 beg to move that the demand 

of R«. 3,13,000 under the head “220. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, 
Political and Appoiiitriieiit Departments*’ be reduced by Rs. 2 (policy 
in launching prosetnitions for even trivial political offences). 

Sir, ibis is also n token < ut to express our views that we do not 
approve of the waste f)f public funds in launching prosfK'utions for 
trivial political offences. Sir, the law is iniende<l t<» help the preven- 
tion of crime. It is a mistake t(» launch prosecutions for technical 
offences which ought to he condoned or overl<K»ked. Prose<’uiions for 
such otfences woxild l»e what is culled 'moshn mattr kamnn fHitOt** t.c., 
**to set the cannon to kill a mosquito.” This would have little deterrent 
effect on the offender. Dn the contrary it would help cheap martyr- 
dom. 

The motion was then, by leave of the CJowncil, withdrawn. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PREMTICE: May I ask whether the 
subject matter of the next motion can \te brought up here because the 
Act referred to a Government of India Act, and it is not within the 
competence of this (V)uncil to take steps for its itinendraent? What the 
motion refers to is “the desirability of taking immediate steps for 
amending the Usurious Loans Act” and this is not within the powder 
of this Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point, Khan Sahibs 

Khaa Sahib Maultri BAZLUL HUQt I was going to recommend 
Government to take action for amending the Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The memher has raised this point, and I think 
the local Government ha« the p<r»wer to amend the Act, with the 
previous sanction of the Goveniment cd India. As that is the position, 
1 think the matter can be discussed. 

lOmm Stills liMtvi BAZLUi fiUQl I beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 3>13,00(1 under the bead **22. — General Administration— *22G. — 
OivQ SeerMariat — Judicial, Political and Appointment Departments** 
be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw attention to the desirability of taking 
iflUttediate st^ for amending the Usunous Ijoani Act with a view to 
ftdnS wmihamn rate of interest). 
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Sir, the proTieions of the Usurious Loans Act practically failed to 
serve the purpose for which the Act was called into being. It con- 
ferred no appreciable benefit on those for whom it was intended. The 
Act is in operation for about 10 years. It could give our starving 
millions no relief worth mentioning. It gave the presiding officers 
discretionary powers to reduce the rate of interest if the Court con- 
sidered the rate high and ex^jessive. But in the practical field we find 
that the courts are very slow to make use of the power. Even if they 
do exercise it, the unfortunate debtors gain nothing in consideration 
of the (*osts they have incurred in setting the law in motion. The 
majority of the presiding officers of the courts have very little sympathy 
for the debtors. The reason is not far to seek. These officers, either 
themselves carry on money-lending business or their friends and 
relatives have such business. The unlucky debtors can expect no help 
from this class of officers. Extraneous efforts have to be made to con- 
vince the court that the rates of interest were heavy before the debtor 
could expect a relief and when judgment is pronounced they find to 
their utter surprise that the relief w'hich the court was forced to give 
is too insignificant compared with the costs incurred. The debtors 
sometimes get much better relief from the mahajans themselves. The 
courts could not be prevailed upon to lower the rate from 37 J per cent, 
per annum. They never go below that rate. Sir, 37J i)er cent, rate 
is certainly a very heavy and excessive rate. It is certainly usurious. 
The Usurious Ix)aus Act supports this usurious rate. Bank rate of 
interest is not more than 6 per cent, per annum. The Co-operative 
Credit Society’s rate ranges from (i per cent, to 113 per cent. The 
profits out of landed properties never exceed 3 to 4 per cent, of the 
purchase money. Even the big money-lenders do not claim more than 
12 per cent, and in many cases much less. The business men do not 
always expect more than 10 per cent, profit in spite of hard lal^our and 
with chances of risk. Why then should the mahajans sitting tight in 
his iHiiiakhana and doing absolutely no work except counting money 
lor forward and return transactions charge such a high rate of interest. 
They are beaoaiing lazy and their bellies are becoming bigger and 
bigger. They feed on the scanty resources of the poor and starving 
multitudes. 

Sir, we are striving every nerve on the floor of this House to effect 
economy by reducing expenditure in the name of our starving millions. 
These reductions, if effected, will not give these people any direct 
l)enefit. If we are really to help the needy and the distressed, let us 
try to save them from exploitation of unscrupulous and exacting 
mahajans. list not the morsel of food which is the fruit of their very 
hard labour be ia)M away from their presence when they to unavoid- 
ably require it. Let not these most useful labouring class remain 
unfed and hungry. Help them in satisfying their appetite at least. 
XM not the class who is working day and night in tiie fields for our 
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oomMll did out and be a prey to the oTergteedy mbi^a. Bo not 
leaye Ifeiii to the mercy of the oourte— ^ mercy which ie to be got at 
high and inequitable premium. If you are to aave them from the pay* 
meat of exorbitant rates let the rate of interest be fixed. There is no 
harm in it. It will produce much better relief and result. It will 
nare our men the cost of litigation and sare them the trouble and save 
them the time to work in the field and elsewhere. 


Or. NAititH CHANDRA tlN CUPTA: Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Baxlul Huq has drawn attention to a matter which, anyone who knows 
the state of things in the eouutiy' to-day will realise, is a matter of 
Tital importance. I have made certain investigations in the matter 
and I have also looked into the reports of the intensive surveys of some 
Tillages made by the Banking Enquiry Committee and the result of 
these inquiries show that the agriculturists are in a hopeless state of 
indebtedness. The position has l>een made worse by the agitation in 
connection with Sarda Act as a result of which the people hastened 
to marry their young children and lK)rrowed money at very high rates 
of interest. They did so in my district — Mymensingh — in the hope that 
by the time their jute would lie sold they would he able to repay these 
loans. The jute crop has disappointed them with the result that they 
find themselves in a hopeless state of iudehtedness. But I do not think 
the remedy suggeste<l by the Khan Snhih will fully solve the prahlem. 
The problem is not one of reducing the rate of interest. The problem 
is a much larger one to help to liquidate the debts of the agriculturists. 
A great constructive effort has got t(» W made for the purpose and I 
would ask the Hon ’hie Members and Ministers to pul their heads 
together to find out a means by which they can lift the weight of 
indebtedness from the agricultural population of Bengal. Fnless they 
can find out something and do something for them the economic future 
of Bengal will l»e hopeless. A most helpful suggestion is that made by 
Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy in a Bill of which, I understand, he gave 
notice but which could not be introduced for want of sanction of the 
Oovernor General. I submit this matter for consideration by Govern- 
ment whether it could not do something on these lines by which a 
echeme could be evolved for the progressive liquidation of the debts 
of tb« cultivators within a measurable distance of time. At present the 
movements which are directed towards the amelioration of their condi* 
tion are^not at all sufficient. The only such movement is that by means 
of co-operative societies. It has not even been able to touch the fringe 
of the question of indebtedness of the eultivatoif. I hope there will 
be no difference of opinion that the question of the indebtedness of the 
agricultural population of the country is a most vital question. The 
welfare of .Bengal depends upon its agrienltiure and with an 
intpoverished body of cultivators there can be no hope for the eeononiio 
prosperity of the country. 


2S 
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Mm KItHOill MOHAN OHAUDNURIS Sir, I wisli to s«y a few 

words in support of this motion. In view of the fact that the agri* 
cultural population of Bengal has to borrow money at a very high rate 
of interest, the amendment of the Act is within the competence of the 
Government of Bengal, as suggested, with the previous sanction of the 
Government of India. If we can provide some means to reduce this 
very high rate of interest it will be a great boon to people in all parts 
of the country. There was some proposal to that effect but I do not 
know whether anything has been done. In some cases agriculturists 
have to borrow money at 6J per cent, per month, i.e., one anna on 
every rupee, which comes to 75 per cent, annually. If somehow or 
other, in any particular year, the agriculturists are not able to pay 
their debts, next year they have to pay with compound interest and 
they are ruined. There is a proposal, I understand, to introduce 
Co-operative Loan Mortgage Bill under which they will be able to 
borrow money at per pent, per annum. If that is done it will be of 
great benefit to the country. This is a matter in which something 
ought to be done to arrest the progress of the indebtedness of the 
country. By this arrangement zamindars will be benefited also because 
the cultivators will be able to get money at very favourable rate of 
interest. With these few words I beg to support the motion. 

Khan iahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I add only a few 
words in support of this motion. Under the orders of the Government 
of Bengal in the Judicial Department the question of the Usurious 
Loans Act was referred to the Banking Enquiry Committee and this 
Committee went carefully into the question and asked for all available 
information from all judicial officers in Bengal. The District Judges 
collected information from all Subordinate Judges so far as this Act 
is concerned. The consensus of opinion was that the Usurious Loans 
Act has failed in Bengal. Some rulings of the High Court imd Privy 
Council have tried to nullify the purpose of the legislature. 

The Government of Bengal ought to take some steps on the lines of 
the EikgUsh Money-lenders Act in mo<|ification of the Usurious Loans 
Act. In" the latter Act excessive rate is fixed at no specific rate with 
the result that in certain districts, say Birbhum for instance, a munsif 
•considers that 12 per cent, is very excessive. In a month another 
munsif comes and considers that even 50 per cent, is not too much and 
this is the unfortunate result of the present Usurious Loans Act Under 
the English Money-lenders Act any rate over 48 per cent, is con- 
sidered to be excessive unless, in each particular case, it can be shown 
that it is not so. Therefore some elasticity can be brou^t into tikis 
Act. In'eur experience we find that 75 per cent, also is considered to 
be fair in somf districts. I think the Government of Bengal may be 
asked to take steps to find out whether in the light of facts placed before 
the Banking Enquiry Committee some thing should not be d<me to fix 
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rate wkicfa will benefit the people. Tbi* is a matter wbieb ii epedalljr 
Beceesary in an agncnUnral country like our*. It i« beinir done in 
Oermany, America and Enirland and in all countriee where people 
fiepend so largely on their food produce. I therefore think that the 
Qoremment should be asked either to consider the question of taking 
etepB in the light of the recommendations of the Banking Enquiry 
Committee or to give us facilities to enable us to bring in a private 
Bill on the quMtion. (ha this point I may say that I have given notice 
of a Bill on these lines and I hope, all facilities will he given by 
Covemment to bring this measure at an early date, 

MiUlvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Bengali, the Englieti 
translation of which is as follows: — 

"Mr. President, the absence of a prescribed limit of the rate of 
intereet in money-lending business has left the raiyats at the mercy of 
the money-lenders, who do not hesitate, in certain cases, to demand as 
much as 5 () per cent, interest pef month. Driven by want, (he short* 
sighted and thriftless cultivators are compelled to borrow money at 
most exorbitant rates and thereby ruin themselves and tbeir families. 
The unusual slump in the jute market during the past three years has 
brought matters to a crisis. The money-lenders hove sunk all thair 
capital in their business without much hope of extricating it if the 
present condition continues, while the raiyats have forgotten all about 
the piles of bonds executed by them and are taking to desperate 
measures for the sake of food. At the root of these outbreaks, as in the 
case of the Kishoreganj riots, is the problem of the high rate of interest. 

There is no hope of improving this condition of things witlioat 
amending the Usurious I/Mins Act. Mr. Prentice gave me a point 
blank refusal when I tried to sound Government's opinion about it. I 
now thank my friend Maulvi Bailul Huq for having raised this issue* 

I should state in this connection that Government’s policy of gfvlug 
relisf to the raiyats in this economic die trees throu|d^ the co-operative 
credit societies has failed and rural banks are going in Uquidation one 
after another under the universal pressure of low prices. Under these 
circumstances,- 1 support the motion moved by Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Bailul Huq.” 

Mr. K, 0. NAQ: The obj^t of this cmi is to draw attenrion to the 
desirability of tddng imme^te steps for amending the Ufurious 
Loans Act with a view to fixing the maximum rate of interest. The 
Honlile Mr. Prentice has already told the House that the Usiirioua 
Loans Act is a central subject, and this Ckmncil cannot pomibly amend 
the Act wiihmt the consent of the Oovemor-Oeneral. On that point, 
however, you. Sir, passed a roHnf that it can be discusshd by this 
Gouneil. Dr. Sen Chipta hss spoken of the dseirabiltiy of giving relief 
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to the agriculturists, Tkat is tindoubtedly a very large questiou, but 
unfortunately that is a matter wbicb does not concern the •Tudicial 
Department. The only important question that has been raised 
during the discussion is the one raised by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amul 
Haque, and we have been told that the Banking Enquiry Committee 
went into the subject very carefully, and that there is a proposal to 
bring forward a Bill to amend the Usurious Loans Act on the lines of 
the English Money-lenders Act. If as a matter of fact the Khan 
Bahadur will bring forward a Bill on that line for the consideration 
of the House, it will be considered on its own merits. Beyond that 
I have nothing to say. No doubt the agriculturists are hopelessly in 
debt, but that is a question with which Government in the Judicial 
Department is not concerned. With these words I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul Huq was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 

All, Maulvi HMMfi. 

All, MsiMvi SyvS Nautlitr. 

•sktli, Maulvi taaik Raliiiii. 

■aMm Maulvi Syaa MaJlu. 
laaarjl, Mr. S. 

■aiHivrjM, OalMi JltaaSratal. 

•arma, Aai talilb eanaliaaaii. 

■aau, Mr. Naramira Kumar, 
eiwusaurli SalHi Kifliarl Maliaa. 

OliattSauri, KMn laiuuiur Maulvi Ali> 
muitaaMui. 

OlMuSliuri, Maulvi Sifvi Osmaa HaMar. 
Oimutfliury, Maulvi Mural Atoaar. 
oaawsiiury, Nap aaai Aamad. 

OliavNiliury, Maulvi AMul Oluini. 

Oaapvr, Mr. 0. S. 

OaHi, Mr. a. R. 

Outl, Rai Raiiaeur Or. Nariilian. 
lutufjl, Maulvi Mur Ralimaa Khan. 

Karrtattr, Mr. 4. Oamfihtll. 

ShaM, Or. Amulya Raiaa. 

Ruha, tahu Rrafulla Kumar. 

•uhat Olr. R« if* 

OuRta. Mr. 4. m: _ , 

Hahim, Maulvi Ahlil. ^ 

Manila, Khan taiiaeiir Maulvi Aiitui. 

M i i h a m y, Maulvi Syai 4alalu<tfiii. 

Nanua, Kaai lauiatful. 

Naaam, Mawato Muanarruf, Khaa Oahatfur. 
Maaaaia, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Hun, Khaa tahih Maulvi RaMirt. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Ahal. 

Khaa, Khaa tahih Maulvi Muanam AH. 


MOSS. 


Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lai Muhammed, Haji. 

La«, Mr. Surtndra Math. 

LuM. Mr. N. R. 

Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

MaitI, Mr. R. 

Mitira, hahu tarat Chandra. 

Mtaharjaa, Mr. SyanuiRratad. 
Muh h iid ah aya, Rai tahih tarat Chandra. 
Martan, Mr. N. R. 
haddar, tath Hunuman Rratad. 

Rahman, Mr. JK F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 

Ralhat, Mr. Fraaanna Oah. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Oah. 

Ray, tahu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, tahu Magandra Marayan, 

Ray, Mr. thantl thahharaawar. 

Ray ehawdhury, Rahu tatlah Chandra. 
Raut, Rahu Haaani. 

Ray, tahu tatyandra Math. 

May, Mr. tallaaamr tingh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, tahu Nam Chandra, 
tahana, Rahu tatya Klnhar. 
talauddin, Mr. KhwaJa. 
tamad, Maulvi Ahdua. , 
tan Rupta, Or. Naraah Chaadra. 
that, Maulvi Ahdul HanHd. 
tingh, triiut Taj Rahadur. 
t at a iman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Truvari, Mr. W. L. 

WvrdivMM, Mr. W. A 


All, Mr. Altaf* 


Urn, Mr. t. M. 
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tt lwp l wgir . Wl t r Ptfi Ta i w. V. 

MM tatpMini utmimr, 

Mr. A. 4. 

■imw , Mr. U* A. 

rartAHi, tut MM'blt KIUUI aaiiiMiir 
K. 0. M. 

rawtiM, Mr. L. A. 

Miaali, Ami AmAmAMr tiatil Kimimr. 
OAttmmvi. tAt AHuMi ttr AMMt^ 

ktrim. 

•iMiritt. Mr. A. N. 

Aurmr, Mr. 0. W. 

HlitMiiiigt, Mr. A. H. 

Mmrr, tiM Hon'blt Mr. A. 


MIIMr, MM MmAM m AimmmA OAMAiir. 
Mmilibk. Mr. MaMmaM Mary. 

Nma, Mr. A. a. 

Nmii AmvartMl B. A. 

MatimiiiaiiH Mm NtiiM Mr. iCli«M|a. 
Ahilpmt, Mr. N. 8. V. 
amaaar, Mr* Aaaaia Mm a a a. 

ArtmtMt, tiM N«i*Alf Mr. W. D. A. 

AAM, Mr. A. A. 

A«y» Mm MfiiHMt Mr. Aiimy AriMUl aiiiall. 
•mrMkr» Ami Imaib AMti MmiMii. 

Smi, Ami Imiilb AktHty Auamt. 

•imyMtMi, Mr. H. 8. 


The Ayes l>eiui^ <>5 and the Noes 'M, the following luotiou was 
carried : — 

"That the doniaml of Its. 3.13.tKMI under the head ‘22.— General 
Adniiuiilrntion— 22(}.— Tivil Seeretariat— .Iiidirial, l»olitieal and 
Ap}K>intiMPnt Departmeiita' he reduewl hy He. 1 (to draw niteiition to 
the de-initiility of InkiiiK immediate step, for amenditur the rsuriotis 
lx)anK Act with a view to hxinjr the nmxinitiin rate of interest).’’ 


d-45 p.iii. 

Die followin^^ inolion was t ailed liut no< moved : — 

MUNIHORA OEB RAI MAHAIAI: "That the demand of 
Rs. o.oitO under the hea.l ‘22(}._rivil Se-retariat (Reserved)- 
iMnarite, (.onniifrtc and Marine Depart men ts— Temporary Ivatablish- 

ment’ he redneed fiy Its. 5,4911.15.’' 


Mtuivi ABDUL KASEM: I hep to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,89,000 under the head "22{f.— Civil .‘Secretarial (Reaerved)— 
Finance, Commerce and Marine Departments” be reduced by Ea. 10 (to 
press the necessity of establishiiifr scholarships for the Heniml student* 
of the I.M.S. Ihtfferiii), 

I give notice of this motion to draw the attention of the House nnd 
of the CroveruinenI to the necessity of estahlishing scholarships tor the 
Indian Cadets of the Indian Mercantile Marine. Sir, this is a new 
move on the part of the Government to train Indian Imys for a sea 
career, although ostensibly it is not intended for the mercantile marine, 
ut as a matter of fact it would be a preparatory career for a real 
Indian mercantile marine for various port*. Thi* i* a new career for 
w boy* and young men in other part* of India have taken to it except 
mngaL Altiiou^ the training »hip baa been in existence for the last 
flve y^. only in the first year there were two Bengali boys, in the 
^nd yw there were ahm two boy. and this year there ha* Wn none, 
for tmining. The difficulty i* one of cost. The Oovemiuent of Madra* 
have etUblished scholarships and although the Government of BengiB 
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liave not done eo^ the Sindli Steam Navigation Company and anotber 
Company wkoee name I have forgotten, have eetablieh^ scholarehipa 
for Bombay students. The Punjab have also |got a scholarship. There 
is, however, none in Bengal. I think the House will agree that it is 
necessary that the Bengali boys should not lose this opportunity for 
entering into a noble career; and those who have eyes to see, look 
forward to the future in the hope that these boys will form the 
rec ruiting force for an Indian Navy. I hope therefore that my motion 
will be accepted by Government. 


Thi Honnilla Mf« MARRs Sir, I am glad that Maulvi Abul 
Kasem has brought this matter to the notice of the House. He himself 
is the Bengal representative of the Governing Body of the School and 
he takes a very keen interest in the question of training boys for a 
mercantile marine career. Recently the Government of India have 
provided facilities for this training and a number of Steamship 
companies have agreed to take apprentices for training. It has 
distressed Maulvi Abul Kasem very much that Bengali boys have not 
come forward as candidates for this training, the reason being, as he 
eays, want of money and he has proposed to remove this hardship by 
putting forward a proposal for establishing two scholarships. I am 
prepared to say at once that Government accept this principle and that 
as soon as finances permit Government will take steps to provide at 
least one scholarship. I hope that the hon’ble mover will not press his 
motion in view of this. 


MiillYi ABUL KASEM: In view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Member, I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Kllill Bthill Mnillvi BAZLUL HUQ* I beg to move that the demand 
of Bsw 2>^9,000 under the head “22. — General Administration — ^22G. — 
Civil Secretaria^Finance, Commerce and Marine Departmental' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the grievances of the residents 
of Hatiya and Sandip Islands, district Noakhali, in not having 
telegraphic communication with the mainland). 

Sir, these islands are situated in the Bay of Bengal at the ifuiuth of 
the river Megna 

[Here the time*limit under the head *^22. — General Adssinistration" 
having been re^ed the member resumed his seat.] 

‘ tv 

The motion of Rhan Sahib Maulvi Baalul Huq was then put and 

ksl. 

The motion that a sum of Es. 1,03,32,000, as amended by the Couai^ 
he granted for expenditure under the head *'22.--^iieral Adminhitia* 
tion'* was then put and agreed to. 
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The time-limit havingr been reached the foUoirinfi^otioae under the 
lead “28. — General Administration’* were not called : — 

Mautwi MUHAMMAD PAZLULLAH: *That the demand of 

EU. 6,90,066 under the head *22C. — Civil Secretariat (Beserved) — Pay 
)f Establishment* be reduced by Be. 1 [to draw attention of Oovem- 
aent to the necessity of framinifr rules for the treatment of Head 
Itssistants of the various departments of the Civil Secretriat towards 
Ibeir junior Head Assistants and to protest against the ill treatment 
rf the junior Assistants by the Head Assistants^ spe<nally by the senior 
Blead Assistant of the Finance Department (Audit)]/* 

Rai iahidur KESNAD CHANDRA DANER4I: * That the demand 
d Rs. 22,000 under the head *220. — Civil Secretariat (Beserved)— 
Pravelliiijr Allowance’ be refused.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: **That the demand of 
Is. 42,000 under the head *220. — Civil Secretarit (Reserved) — ^Allow* 
mces, Honoraria, etc* l)e reduced by Bs. 2 (policy in accommodatiui^ 
Icrks sent to Darjeeling in Government quarters and elsewhere).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: **That the demand of 

la. 89,525 under the head *220. — Civil Secretariat (Beserved) — Con- 
ingencies’ be reduced by Bs. 10,0(K) (cost of Press Officer).*’ 

Rai Bahmlur tATIBH CHANDRA MUKHER4I: ’ That the demand 
f Bs. 8,90,000 under the head *220. — Civil Secretariat (Beserved)* be 
educe<l by B.s. 50,000.” 

Mr. BYAMAPROiAO MOOKERdEEl ’ That the demand of 

Is. 8,96,000 under the head ‘220. — Civil Secretariat (Besen'eil)* be 
educed by Bs, 100 (desirability or otherwise of publishing the Bengal 
i"ewt Bulletin in future).” 

MmiIvI BYED MLALUDDIN HABHEMY «Nf MUNINDRA DEB 
lAI MAHABAIS **That the demand of Rs. 8,90,000 under the head 
>20.^ — Civil Secretariat (Reserved)* be reduce^l by Bs. 100 (question of 
eneral retrencbment of eipeoditure specially in the reserved 

epartments).” 

MIfllINDfiA DEB RAI MAHABAIl mat tbe demand of 

U. 07,000 under the head ‘22H.— Civil Secretariat (Transferred)— 
Sdnoatian Department* be reduced by Be. 101 (want of provision for 
nblic libraries).” 



360 


DEMANDS FOE OEANTS. 


[23kd Maxc», 


Mr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURI: *^Tliat the demand of Es. 88,000 
under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — Local Self-Government 
Department’ be reduced by Es. 500 (to raise a discussion on the 
tra%*ellin^ allowances drawn by the chairman, vice^hairman and 
members of the Jessore District Board).” 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 
Es. 88,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Loral Self-Government Department* be reduced by Its. 105 (action of 
the Subdivisional Officer, chairman of the l^cal Board of Uluberia, in 
regard to tube-wells and also unsatisfactory way in which the 
Champdany Municipality is bein|[? administered).** 

MiuM NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: That the demand of 
Es. 88,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department’ be reduced by Eh. KM) (to draw attention to the public 
discontent for withdrawal of the right of election of the chairman from 
the Mymensingh District Board).** 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Es. 88,000 under the head ‘2211. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Local Self-Government Department’ l)e reduced by Re. 1 (to recommend 
that the Ministry of Local 8elf-Governmi»nt should immediately 
appoint n committee to investigate the present financinl rcsounes of 
the district boards, to find out their financial needs, to explore the 
possibilities of financial expansion and further to recommend that steps 
should be taken to prepare a Ijocal Self-Government Manual for the 
guidance of district l^oards).** 


Bdte^,K|ICTTER MOHAN RAY, Dr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA 
OHAUDHURIi Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY, MUNINORA DEB RAI 
MAHASAI, Bihu SATISH CHANDRA ROY CHOWOHURY, iiNl 

Mr. K. 0. RAY OHAUDHURIi ‘That the demand of Es. 88,000 under 
the head *22H. — Civil Secretariat — Local Self-Government Department* 
be re<luced by Ee. 1 (present administration of the District Board of 
Jessore and necessity of an immediate inquiry),** 


Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURIi ‘That the demand of Es, 88,000 
under the hfead *22H. — ^Civil Secretariat — Local Self-Government 
Department* be reduced by Ee. 1 (to raise a disc^nssion on the inclusion 
in or exclusion from the voters* list for the ensuing election of the local 
boards in the district of Jessore bv the authorities of the lesemre District 
Board),** 
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Kiim Saliib Mmitvi BAZLUL HUQl ^IThat tke demand of 

3Els, 68,000 under the head *22. — General adminietration — ^22H. — Civil 
Secretariat (Transferred) — Agricultural and Industries Department^ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the failure of the depart- 
ment to render any real help to the people).'* 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 
Rs. 8,90,899 under the head *220, — Civil Secretariat — Pay of estab- 
lishment (Reserve! and Transferred), l>e reduced by Re. 1 (none but 
Bengalees and those domiciled in Bengal should in future he mTuited 
in filling appointments including ministerial and menial app<»intments).*^ 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: **That the demand of 
Rs. 8,90,899 under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved and 
Transferred) — Pay of establishment* b4* reduceil l)v lie. 1 (there is not 
a single memlier of the backward classes in the whole ministerial staff 
of the Secretariat and for an immediate provision in this dirw tion).** 

Rti KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: That the demand 
of Rs. 4,300 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Travelling Allowance* be refused.** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That the demand of 
Rs. ll,(KK) under the head *22H. — Civil Secretariat — Allowances, Hono- 
raria, ete.' be reduced by Rs. 5 (policy foIlowe<l in accommodating 
clerks sent to Darjeefing in Government quarters and elsewhere).” 

Ral Bahadur SATItH CHANDRA MUKHERdll *Thut the 
demand of Rs. 2,7(1,000 under the head *22H. — (*ivil Secretariat (Trans- 
feiTed)’ be reduced by Rs, 20,000.** 

Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA BAL: **Tfaat the demand of Rs. 2,70,000 
under the head **2211. — (3vil Secretariat (Transferred)* W reduced by 
Re. 1 (policy with reference to backward classes in transfeired depart- 
ments).** 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdll *That the demand 
of Re. 1,500 nnder the head *221. ‘—Board of Revenue — ^Travelling 
Allowance* be refused.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIt '*That the demand of 
Rs. 78, un^ the head '221.— Board of Revenue* be reduced by Bs. 51 
(appointment of managers and other officers of estates under tbe Court 
of Wards) ” 
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MMUfi MUHAMMAD FAXLULLAHl ''That the demand ol 
B». 78,000 under the head *22I.-^Board ol Bevenue’ be reduced by 
Be. 1 (to proteet against the inadequate appointments of Mussalmana 
in the otBce of the Board of Eerenue and offices under the Court of 
Wards in Bengal).'* 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR iAtU» Mautvi EYED dALALUDDIN 
HAEHEMY, Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY and MUNINDRA 
DEB RAI MAHASAIt 'That the demand of Bs. 2,98,000 under the 
head '22K. — Commissioners* be refusecl.** 

Babtt JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, Mauivi ABUL KASEMi 
Mauivi ABDUL KARIM and MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASI: "That 
the demand of Bs. 2,98,000 under the head '22K. — Commissioners* 
be reduced by Bs. 101 (superfluous nature of these appointments).*’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU 3 "That the demand of 
Bs. til, 90,000 under the head ‘22L. — District Administration — Pay of 
Officers* be reduced by Bs. 3,19,000.’* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIS "That the demand of 

Bs. 31,90,000 under the head '22 Ij. — D istrict Administration — Pay of 
Officers* be reduced by Bs. 1,00,000.** 

BaMiBATIBH CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: "That the demand 
of Bs. 31,90,(X)0 under the head ‘22L. — District Administration — Pay 
of Officers* be reduced by Bs. 10 (growth of expenditure under this head 
and combination of the judicial and executire functions).’* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 

Bs. 12,70,000 under the head ‘221*. — General Establishment — Pay of 
olerks’ be reduced by Be, 1 (retrenchment of clerks).*’ 

Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAtS "That the demand of Bs. 19,11,894 
under the head ‘22L. — District Administration — Pay of establishment* 
be reduced hy Re. 1 (grievances of clerks and servants).** 

MUNINDRA DBB RAI MAHABAI: "That the demand of 

Bs. 8,90,000 under the head '22L. — General Establishment — Travelling 
Allowance* be reduced by Bs. 1,00,000.” 

f 

MUNINDRA DBB RAI MAHABAI. "That the demand of 
Bs. 02,000 under the head ‘22Ji.--Oeneral Establishment— House-rent 
mud other allowances* be reduced by Bs. 15,000.” 
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**Tliat tka damand of 


Bfl. ]i,^»000 under the head *22L . — General Eatablishment — ^Eemunenu 
ticm to copyists be reduced by Re. 1 (desirability of placing the 
remuneimtion to copyists on a £xed salary basis).'" 


MUMINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

Es. 3,20,000 under the head *22L. — General Establishment^ — Landlords' 
fee establishment' be reduced by Hs. 20,000.'* 

MUNiNDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

Rs* 3,20,000 under the head '22L. — General Establishment — Landlords* 
fee establishment' be reduced by Rs. lOO (difficulties of a <o-8luirer 
landlord to withdraw his share of the landlords’ fee).** 

MiUlwi HASSAN ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 3,20,000 under the 
head *22L. — General Establishment — I^andlords' Fee' be reduced by 
Rs. 1(X) (to raise a discussion regarding the bad procedure in respect of 
deposit withdrawal, notices, etc., in connection with the landlortls' fees).’* 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANBRdl Bikadurt 'That the 
demand of Rs. 3,20,000 under the head *22L.— General Establishment- 
Landlords* fee establishment' be reduced by Re. 1 (difficulty of loudlonls 
in withdrawing landlords’ transfer fees and undesirability of meeting 
establishment charges from the accumulated landlonls* fees)." 

BNNi dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 69,04,000 under the head '22L.— District Administration’ be 
reduced by Rs. 10,00,000." 

BalNI KliHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIt “That the demand of 
Re. 69,04,000 under the head ' 2214 .— District Administration’ be i educed 
by Rs. 2.60,000." 

BMni dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: “That the demand of 
R§. 69,04.000 under the bead ‘22L.— District Administration' be rwluced 
by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion aliout the conduct of some District 
Officers and the inefficiency and wastefulness of the present system of 
district administration)." 

Mr. R. BANERdls "That the demand of Rs. 69,04,000 under the 
head ‘22L4— District Administration' be reduced by Rs. 100 (conduct 
of district administration)." 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: "That the demand o! 
Bi. 69,04,000 under the head ^22L. — District Administration' be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to set apart annnally at least twenty per cent, of the appoint- 
ments in the Bengal Civil Services as also of those in the ministerial 
staff for the candidates of the Namasiulra community and other back- 
ward communities as enumerated on page 189, Part I of the Calcutta 
University Commission's Report).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Bs. 89,500 under the head '220. — Discretionary grants by heads of pro- 
vinces, etc.' he reduced by Re. 1 (necessity for a clear-cut programme 
in using this discretionary grantl.” 

MiUlvi HA88AN ALI. "That the demand of Rs. 1,03,82,000 under 
the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be reduced by Rs. 38,74,500.” 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: "That the demand of Rs. 1,03,32,000 
under the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(top-heavy administration too costly to be borne by the finances of the 
presidency).” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; "That the demand of 
Rs, 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22.i — General Administration' be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (maladministration during the last few months).” 

MiUivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: "That the demand of 

Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Rs. KX) (note of warning to the Government for the impending 
danger of bankruptcy).” 

Khan Bahadiir Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be 
t^duced by Rs. 10 (to ret^ommeud that steps be immediately taken to 
investigate Ihe possibilities of effective retrenchment ns far as possible 
in the expenditure of the Government of Bengal so as not to exceed the 
actuals of the year 1926-27 or 1925-26 whichever is greater).” 

MUNIHDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demaud of 
Bs. 1,03,82,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be 
reduced by Rs. 10 (top-heavy administration).” 

Babu BAtlBH OHANDRA ROY CHOYTDHURYt “That the 

demand of Rs. 1|03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administra* 
tion* be reduced by Be, 1 (to discuss the top-heavy character of the 
administration and the failure of the Government to effect retrench* 
xnent}.” 
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i|lt«i tYEO MMIO lAKtHt *<Tl>at the demuil of 
E». jl.|03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Adminietration' be 

redu^ by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the inability to take prompt and 

timlly meatures to cope with the present depressing financial situation 
in tbe province).*’ 

Kllin Siilill Maulvi BAZLUL HUQs ‘*That the demand of 

Rs. 1,03, •‘12, 000 under the head *22, — General Administration’ be 

reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the paucity of the Mussaluian 
employees in almost all the departments),** 

BalMl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: **That the demand of 

Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administratiou* be 

reduced by Re. 1 (top-heavy administration and urgent necessity of 
retrenchment).** 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL and Rai Bahadur KISHAB 
CHANDRA BANERdI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,03,32,000 under 
the head ‘22. — General Administi-ation' be reduced by Re. 1 (policy 
with reference to backward classes).** 

Mauiwi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — ^General Administration* be 

reduced by Re. 1 (necessity for discontinuing the policy of Hill Exodus 
specially in view of the present financial crisis).** 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUit “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administration* he 

reduced by Re. 1 (to recommend the appointment of a Retrenchment 
Committee of three officials and five non-official members of the Council 
to investigate the possibilities of permanent economies in expenditure).** 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHs “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Administration* be 

reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the retention of Exei’utive, 
Revenue, Police and ministerial officers in one district for more than 
the prescribed period against Government orders, circulars and Board’s 
rules)/* 

Mauhri MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHf “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,03,32,000 under the head ‘22. — General Admiaistratioii* be 

redneed by Re« 1 (to bring to the notice of Government the i ecessity 

of not appointing or retaining Law students in various departmenhi'of 
Goveniinent in Calcutta and Dacca, as they resign their posts after 
passing the Law Examination and thereby causing Um to the 
Oovenunent and the country)/* 
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aiv— Aii^^nMration of 

Tlw Hoii%le Mr. W« D* it* PRENTICES On the reconunendatum of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Bi. 85,22,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “24. — ^Administration of 
Justice/^ 

Miliivi TAMIZITDDIN KHANs 1 beg to move that the demand of 
E«. 1,48,100 under the head ‘‘24A. — High Court” be reduced by 
Be. 1,000 (to criticise the policy followed in the selection of munsifs). 

Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion is to draw the 
attention of the House and the Government to the system followed in 
recruiting munsifs and how on account of that system there is no fair 
distribution of the posts among the various communities. First of all 
it will be seen that munsifs are recruited not by the Government of 
Bengal, but by the High Court under the Civil Courts Act aifd in that 
view it can be said that the Government of Bengal is not primarily 
responsible for the appointment of munsifs. But as they are paid by 
the Government I think Government cannot altogether deny 
responsibility in the matter. Nowadays we see that the salutary 
practice of giving importance to the number of years for which a 
particular candidate has practised in the law courts, has been given 
up and on account of that the gentlemen who are now appointed as a 
matter of fact are handicapped to a large extent on account of lack 
of practical experience of the work of a civil court. It seems, therefore, 
very unsatisfactory that these munsifs, should be recruited from 
pleaders who are raw in their practice and who have practically no 
experience of the working of the civil courts. 

4 p.m. 

It seems to me that it is far better to recruit these officers from 
the Bar. Secondly, I want to draw the attention of the House to 
one anbillftly, namely, that these munsifs are not required to try 
criminal cases most of their life, but when they are appointed as 
Sub^udges they are suddenly called upon to function as criminal 
courts and they are within a short time after that raised to the 
position of District and Sessions Judges. 1 think, 6ir, thefe is a 
feeling in the country that these officers are not generally up to the 
mark so far as the trial of criminal cases are concerned. I do not 
know how this state of things has been allowed to continue for so long 
a* time, adfl I think it is high time that the whde system Aould be 
revised and a l^ttm* method of recruitment should be adopted* Then, 
Sir, it seems to be an irony of fate that Muslims are not adequately 
repmented in the Judicial Service. Till recently hardly any Mudima 
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' ecmid be found in this Sei'vice. During^ the past few years, however^ 
there has been some improvement. The situation is yet extremely 
unsatisfactory. Nowadays, Sir, a sufficient number of duly qualified 
Muhammadan graduates-in-law are available and the present allot- 
ment of about 30 per cent, of the appointments to Moslems can hardly 
satisfy the demands of a community, which has so long been 
neglected so far as appointments in this department are concerned. 
The Moslem community can surely supply nowadays an adequate 
number of qualified candidates for appointment in this service. 
Therefore it cannot be said that the paucity of Moslems in tha 
Judicial Service is due to the paucity of qualified candidates. In 
other departments of Government the Moslems get a higher share of 
the appointments, but it is extremely regrettable that in this very 
important department the claims of Moslems have not been properly 
recognised. Government is no doubt not primarily responsible in 
this matter, but it cannot altogether absolve itself of responsibility 
for this state of things. If the Civil Courts Act is re8i)onsible for 
this it must be said that Government has not taken any serious steps, 
to see that the existing Act is amended. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of tbo 
House. 

Tlw Hofl’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE S Sir, the question of 
recruitment to the various services and of the proper representation 
of the various communities in the various services presents a knotty 
problem. As regards appointments made by Government we have 
one section of the community pressing for a certain percentage of the 
appointments for that community and we have representation from 
another section, the backward section, that at least 20 per cent, of the 
poets should he filled by men of that community. Now we find that 
a third section considers that in making appointments to the Judicial 
Service the High Court do not take a sufficient number of men from 
the Moslem community. Well, Sir, in all these cases there are 
tremendous difficulties and I can assure the House that the Appoint- 
ment Department, when the time comes for making appointment# to 
the various services, is considerably worried in calculating the 
weigh tage which should be given to the various communities in con- 
nection with various kinds of appointments. In the case of the other 
departments the responsibility lies with Government, but in ibis case 
Hie responsibility, as I have pointed out before, lies not with Govern- 
ment at all. Under section 7 of the Act it is the duty of the High 
Court to nominate such persons, as it thinks fit, for appointment at 
mun^fs, and the local Government makes the appointment accordingly. 
Government, however, are not unmindful of the interests of the 
Modem eommunity in this connection, because they have from time 
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to time communicated with the High Court and pointed out that in 
the matter of appointment to the seiricee for which Oorernment are 
responsible they have adopted, so far as possible, certain percentages 
in order to secure adequate representation of the various communities 
in the various services. They have asked the High Court, so far as 
is consistent with the proper performance of their duty, to bear in 
mind the desirability of nominating an adequate number of Muham- 
madans for appointment to the Judicial Service. The mover of the 
motion has admitted that during the past few years the High Court 
has taken cognizance of the recommendation of Covemment and has 
selected roughly about one-third of the candidates from amongst the 
Muhammadan community. Still the complaint is that the number of 
appointments from that community has been insufficient. I do not 
know what figure the hon’ble member would desire, because figures 
must vary in the different services. If he desires that the proportion 
should correspond to the Provincial Executive Service, all I can say 
on behalf of Government is that I will communicate the discussion 
in the Council to-day to the High Court for its consideration. 1 
cannot answer what steps the High Court will take on this communi- 
cation. 

The last complaint is that Government have not taken any steps to 
amend the Act in order to take away the power of appointment from 
the High Court and to put it in the hands of the Executive Govern- 
ment. Sir, in connection with the Simon Commission this question 
came up for consideration. We took up the question about the 
responsibility with regard to the recruitment of the Provincial 
Judicial Service not from the communal point of view, but from the 
point of view of efficiency, and our view was that in the future, when 
provincial autonomy came into existence, it would certainly create 
difficulties if the Government of the day c^ould not enforce its policy 
with regard to the representation of the various communities in one 
of the most important provincial services. We said that it was better 
that the appointments should lie with the Government which 
ex-hypothesi weedd be in future a Government which was represen- 
tative of the Council. That point has already been raised, and as a 
matter of fact, we went up to the Government of India some years 
ago in connection with a legal question arising out of the same 
problem. The Government of India then refused to take up the 
question of amending the Act. I assure Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 
that the matter has been considered fully and at the time of the 
Simon Commission inquiry we did take the matter into consideration 
and our reconup^ndation was that if the matter were placed in the 
hands of Government^ the Government of the future, when provincial 
autonomy came, would be placed in a better position to make appoint- 
meats to the provincial services with due regard to the daims of the 
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various communities, 1 would therefore ask Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan 
to withdraw his motion. 

[Maulvi Tamisuddin Khau asked for tiie leave of the Council to 
withdraw his motion to which Mr. Nareudra Kumar Basu objected.] 

The motion of Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan was then put and lost. 


Mr« PRESIDENT: Mr. Naretuiru Kumar Basu objected to the 
withdrawal of the motion but he did not support it when I put it. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I objected in mder to have 
the motion negatived. 


4-15 p.m. 

Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 14,70,000 under the head “24F. — Civil and Sessions 
Courts — Ray of Munsifs” be reduced by He. 1 (to set apart annually 
at least twenty per cent, of the appointment as munsifs for the 
candidates of the Namasudra community and other backward com- 
munities a.s enumerated on page 189, Part I, of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity Commission’s Repoit). 

Sir, in connection with this motion 1 hope to be very brief in 
putting my views before the House on this subject of the Administra- 
tion of Justice and how in this case also our legitimate claims have 

been alisolutely ignored. I shall confine my reinurks to the appoint- 

ment of officers in the Provincial Judicial Service ns munsifs to start 
with, w'ho become Subordinate Judges later on, and of tlie clerks as 
ministerial officers in the ('ivil ('ourts and offices in the districts, 

subdivisions and mufassal cfiowku wherever they exist in this 

Province. 

You will find. Sir, that in this also our candidates have Ijeen very 
poorly treated. There are about tm officers in the judicial service 
as munsifs and the Government with their talks about their sympa- 
thetic feeling for the backward classes have been generous enough to 
only one appointment and that was so far back as 1920. That 
candidate was a Ist class man in his I>aw degree and an M. A. too. 
So tbere w'as no question of any sympathetic consideration being made 
for him as we find that candidates belonging to some of the privileged 
classM with inferior qualifications were also appointed in that year 
and in aabaequent years. But that even-minded Judge Sir William 
Teunon felt the justice of the situation and was just enough to 
nominate him and the Government was pleased to make the appoint- 
ment. 
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fou will find, Sir, that section 7 of the Bengal, Assam and North 
Western Provinces Civil Courts Act, Act XII of 1887, lays down the 
procedure how munsifs are to be appointed. Sub-section ( 1 ) of that 
section says in brief that on the nomination of the High Court the 
local Government shall make the appointment of the munsifs. Sub- 
section ( 2 ) says that the local Goveimment may, after consultation 
with the High Court, make rules as to the qualifications of persons to 
be appointed to the office of a munsif. Sub-section (.7) says that when 
the rules have been made under sub-section ( 2 ) a person shall not be 
nominated under sub-section ( 1 ) unless he possesses the qualifications 
required by the rules. And one knew that amongst others these were 
that a candidate must be a graduate in law and must be a pleader 
of a mufassal court or of the High Couit. The rule also was that for 
a mufassal court pleader, he must have practised for three years and 
for a High Court vakil he must have practised for two years; and 
before appointment a candidate must be on the enrolled list; there has 
been some modification now in so far as the rule about the number 
of years of prattice has been varied. But we were told the other 
day by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
that there were no rules now that govern these appointments. 

Now, Sir, I know that in the last three or four years about 1(K) 
appointments were made by the Government of Bengal on the nomi- 
nation of the High Court. I also know that there were candidates 
for these appointments amongst the backward or depressed classes. 

I know there were at least half a dozen candidates qualified under the 
rules laid down by the Government and that some of them were even 
M.A., B.L.’s. But for reasons not known to us, not a single appoint- 
ment has been made from amongst these candidates. You will find, 
Sir, that of the appointments made there were candidates who besides 
passing their B. L, degree examination and getting themselves enrolled 
as pleaders, never held any brief nor attended any court as a pleader 
at all. Nay, some of them even were acting as teachers in schools 
and collegia. Nice idea it was to find a transformation of a teacher 
into a judicial officer, while the claims of those few of our qualified 
candidates were overlooked. 

Now, Sir, question may be asked w^bether there are qualified 
candidates from amongst the members of the backward classes for 
appointment in the Judicial Department as munsifs. I am only glad 
to inform tie House that there are in the present moment bundreds 
of very qualified candidates under the rules. But they do not come 
forward in a body for these appointments as they find that the 
Oovemment have not considered the cases of those few of their 
members who are candidates already with any degree of fairness and 
justice. 
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Gttei^oxi kas sometimea been u$ked as to wbo are tbose backward 
cfauwes. It is unfortunate that the Government officials also pretend 
ignorance of the fact. Sir, to a question of this type reply was given 
in this House by the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson, that they had 
adopted the list given in the Calcutta T'liiversity t^om miss ion’s Report 
for all practical purposes and it was not open to any further moot. 
It is also to be found in the notification of the Appointment DejMnl- 
ment of the Government of Bengal. 

I think the Government may say that in regard to (bis ({uestion 
of the appointment in the Judicial Service tlie matter lies with the High 
Court and the Government of Bengal cannot do anything. To ihia. 
Sir, my answer is that the Government cannot shirk their duty under 
a doak of this sort. We cannot get the High (.ourt here, nor (k» we 
find from the rules that the High Court makes the final appointment 
as these lie with the Government finally. There was some discussion 
on the subject some time ago but I understand that the High Court 
and the Government have correspondence with each other befoi'e the 
matter of appointments is finally settled. 

Sir, I hope I shall not be misunderstood; for 1 must make it clear 
that I do not lay any claim on the basis of percentage of population 
at all. But what I do maintain is that when there is a tendency 
towards Indianisation of .services as far as practicable, perhaps the 
desire is natural and at the same time just for our people also to have 
‘^ome share in the administration when there are qualified candidates 
to undertake the responsibility to some degree and not only to find 
out a job. This has also the object of giving an impetus to the lefM 
educated members of the community towards mlucation. 

This, Sir, is our experience in this department and this i«, in 
brief, the treatment meted out to us. I think, Sir, it is high time 
BOW that the angle of vision of all cont^nied, spetually that of the 
Govemmeiit. should be changed and the latter must make its subjects 
leel that they have confidenc^e in their judicial odministration and 
that they have also a share in the same. We know the present 
Judicial Member is sympathetic towards our just claim and w^e would 
only request him and the Gocernment to be true and just towards our 
proper claims. 

With these few words I beg to commend my motion to the 
neoefrtanoe of this House. 

Mr. PREtlDlNTS Mr. {MulHck, are you going to move motion 401 
nlao whieh stands in your nameP 

Mr. MIfieilNOA REMAIIY MULLIOKi 1 am not (roing to tak. 
it 19 amr. 



372 DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. [23*d Maech, 

iir« PRESIDENTS If Nos. 401, 402 and 403 are moved the discus* 
sion may be on one principle. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; 1 heg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 14,70,000 under the head *24F. — Civil and Sessions 
Courts — Pay of Munsifs’ be reduced by Be. 1 (certain aspects of the 
appointments made in the last four years). 

Sir, my desire in bringing forward a motion like this is to show 
how a sacred duty vested in the High Court under the Statute has 
been misused resulting in a failure of administration of justice in the 
mufassal. 1 indicated in the last motion of mine regarding the back- 
ward classes, the provisions of the Statute that govern these appoint- 
ments. The Government may say that they have nothing to do with 
these matters as these are done by the High Court. But, Sir, you 
will find that the Government cannot take shelter under that plea; 
and if it maintains that position even now, it lias signally failed to 
discharge its duty. For section 7 (2) says that the Government in 
consultation with the High Court is to make rules laying down the 
qualifications of persons to be appointed as munsifs and under sub- 
section (3) of that section, when these rules are made, no person shall 
be appointed unless he possesses those qualifications required by the 
rules. 

I was startled to hear the other day in reply to a supplementary 
question put by one of my friends, I think Maulvi Saiyid Majid Baksh, 
if there were any rules in this direction. The Hon’ble Member said 
that there was none. What is the result that has followed P One 
thought that at least these were done by that committee known as the 
English Committee consisting of several Judges with the Chief 
Justice as its ex-officio President. But even this is not done. Further, 
the Hon’ble Member said the other day that it was done by the senior 
Judge in charge of the English Department in consultation with the 
Chief Justice. But one knows that the Chief Justice never interferes 
in these mttters. 

You will find, Sir, that in the last four years about 100 officers 
have been appointed as munsifs. There are among these new officers 
— men, who besides possessing their B.L. degree qualification and in 
eome cases getting themselves enrolled as pleaders, never held any 
brief nor attended any court as a pleader. I hope the present JudioiiJ 
Secretary Mr. K. C. Nag will agree with me ivhen I say that there 
are officers.. amongst the new recruits who were not even enrolled as 
pleaders at^all. Nay — some of them even were acting as teachers in 
schools and ooUeges. Nice idea it was to find a teacher transformed 
into a Judicial officer! I remember of a story about a certain 
professor in Bihar giving his evidence before the Service Commission 
some time ago, when he suggested that there should be mi exchange 
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of ©fficers in all the Imperial services — Educational^ Judicial) Execu* 
tivt and so on. And I remember one of the local dailies commented 
upon the same saying that it would be a nice idea of an officer teaching 
Ma&ematics in a class of students^ and that officer superintending 
settlement operations in the mafassal the next day and the day after 
deciding a complicated title suit as a Judge. But, Sir, here is a 
startling example of the unification of the several services in these 
newly recruited munsifs ! 

Something more you will find, Sir, that Muue of these candidates 
as said above were appointed to tliis office a few days after they got 
their pleaders^ licences and had barely any experience of how things 
happen in the courts of law. There is a great danger in such appoint- 
ments; for yo\i will sec that there is u distinction between an Exeiutivo 
officer and a Judicial officer. The first gets a probationary training 
for a couple of years under the Di.strict Officei and has also to pass a 
test in the departmental examinations in the various subjects before 
he is confirmed and before he is given any independent work. Bui it 
is different with a munsif, who, when ho is appointed as such and as 
soon as he takes his seat, becomes a full-fledged officer and is called 
upon to discharge the duties in the same way as an experienced officer 
of several years’ standing. Tliose of my friends who have seen tho 
discharge of duties by these new recruits will agree with me, I hope, 
how unsatisfactory the matter is. It must be admitted that tho 
stability of the Government depends upon the fair and true adminis- 
tration of justice and we cannot expect a novice of this type to inspire 
that confidence in the public minds at all. 

I shall not indulge in any discussion as to how' some of these 
officers by their conduct have proved themselves utterly unfit as 
judicial officers. One is told that the conduct of a few at least i» 
under investigation. You see therefore that the old rule of enrolment 
of candidates after a few years’ practice is abandoned and no provision 
is made for proper training of these new recruits. The initial pay 
now offered to these candidates must he considered to be very attrac- 
tive to any pleader of five years' standing in the mufassa). And if 
the authorities bad only desired, they would have got very kckkI 
candidates for the Judicial Service wJio would have been able to 
inspire confidence in the public minds. They have adopted a rule of 
candidates obtaining a first class in their law examinations though 
they have not followed the same in all cases. I would not have laid 
a great stress upon this, if I were convinced that obtaining a first class 
in any examination is the surest guarantee of an officer proving 
efficient. tBut experience shows that it is not so. I do not desire to 
penalise education by saying that to secure a first class is nothing. 
I do not say anything of the kind. But what I do say is that this if 
ndt the only twsit to have efficient officers. Again, if to obtain a first 
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el&m is a B.L. degree ia tlie only eeseBtial qiuiiicatk>]i for the onmaif 
whose is the lowest Court luider the Bengal Ciril Courts Act, whai 
qualifications would be necrasary for the Subordinate and ike District 
Judges and what again would be t&r the High Court Judges? What 
would be the qualificaticms for the members of the Pnmncial 
Executive? 

I suggest, therefore, whatever may be the educational qualifications 
of an intending candidate for the post of a muiisif be must put in some 
years’ experience at the Bar and this must be considered as essential 
as it was under the old rules. The rules as contemplated under section 
7 (2) must be definitely settled at once to avoid misunderstandings of 
the type that exist in public mind^. 

With tliese words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

4-30 p.m. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 25,47,500 under the liead “24F.— Civil Sessions 
Courts— Ray of Officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (present method of 
recruitment of judicial officers and their emoluments). 

The ]uetliod of recruitment of judicial officers is a grievance 
as old as the Service. On the soundness of judicial dec^isions depends 
largely the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people. If 
this foundation of public security is taken away, or impaired public 
confidence in the general administration is bound to be shaken and the 
whole fabric of the system of a civilised Oovernment is ultimately 
bound to fall into decay. 

A strong mid (*apuble and at the same time mi independent judiciary 
is therefore essential for any civilised system of administration. It is 
the more so in this countiy where we have got to deal with an 
irresponsible exeiutive and where the legal system has not yet attained 
the perf^tiou that it has on the western w'orld, wherefrom our 
present system has been copied. For the divscliarge of such important 
functions two methods and two methods only can appeal to common^ 
eense. The one is the method of competitive examination and the 
other a method of selection from experienced members of the Bar. 
While the first method is partially adopted in the selection of the 
members of the Executive Services, this is tabooed in the case of the 
more important service, namely the Judicial, perhaps because it 
cannot be regarded as the only satisfactory test. 

The rule at present obtaining is a three years' practice at the Blur 
before enrolment in the Provincial Judicial Service. Law, Sir, is a 
highly technical subjec^t and success in this profession does not come 
to all. Natural talents and aptitude sharpened by constant praetjoe 
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caa only fit a man to be a good lawyer and a good 
jodg®* truth which explains the fact that there are both 

plii^es and beggars in this profession. The artificial rule of three 
years* practice is a very inadequate test to judge a inau^s qualification 
for the Judicial Service by. The first tliree years and more are years 
of watching and waiting, and are hardly enough to enable a man to 
learn even the A B C of this highly technical branch of knowledge. 
Besides, those who are selected for the Judicial Service know from the 
very beginning* that their chances do not depend at all on their 
success at the Bar, hut on other circumstances — adventitious many of 
them — which are already in their favour, so they do not put forth 
that amount of exertion and earnestness in their work as otherwise 
they would have done. If anything, they forget within this time 
the little law they acquired for the purpose of the examinations. 

When these people with such inadequate ecjuipment are selected 
from the Bench to sit as munsifs, with few lionourahle exceptions, 
they generally betray a lamentable want of knowledge as to how to 
deal with facts and law' and try to make up their poverty of knowledge 
and experience by the assumption of a supercilious tone and by the 
mere outturn of work, w'hich unfortunately is the principal thing 
which has come to be regarded as a recommendation for promotions. 
No doubt some of them acquire in the processes of time the necessary 
experience and knowledge but at w hat cost and sacrifl('e to the litigants, 
who will say? 

From the muusifship to sub-judgesliip the promotion is mostly 
base<l on seniority. Seniority may be a good tost for promotion in the 
cleri(^ services, but to regard that as a fac tor and a principal factor 
in promotion in the Judicial Service is to show an ignorance of the 
elements which enter into and ought to enter into the composition of 
a good Judge. The result of this mode of selec tion is daily apparent 
in the failing or diminishing confidenc45 of the litigant public in our 
judiciary and in the widespread disc’ontent with the system amongst 
the members of the Bar. The Bench tcMlay is very much w'eaker than 
the Bar — a fact which is a hindrance to speedy and real justice. 

Sir, if the High CJourt is regarded as the Palladium of justice, it is 
because quite a different method is followed in the selection of J udges 
iliere. Heredity and University degrees are not the passports, or only 
passports there. Those honoured names in the roll of Judges begin* 
ning with the late illustrious Justice Dwarikanatb and ending with.**. 
I hope the list is not cloeed—the late Justice Sir Ashuiosh, who have 
shed a lustre on the history of the High Court at Fort William in 
Bengal, were selected from the most suocessful members of the 
profession. Why cannot the same method be followed in the selection 
of the subordinate judiciaryF Is it because people so selected will be 
lees servile to the Government? Is it because they will be more 
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independent P Is it because they will think more of the quality of 
work than of the outturn? In fact, these experienced lawyers 
possessed of legal acumen are the only persons who can show 

better outturn without sacrificing quality. In fact, the attention of 
the Civil Justice Committee was particularly drawn to this position 
and they recommended selection from the senior experienced members 
of the Bar. I will not trouble you with quoting extracts which are 
always regarded as an infliction by this House. Sufficp it to say that 
the few selections that were made to Additional District Judgeships 
did not yield any disappointing result. One gentleman so selected 
from our own Bar who is sitting opposite to us to-day, has proved his 
mettle and the High Court and the Government of Bengal have not 
been slow to recognise his merit. We are hoping that higher laurels 
await him in this service. 

If the method of selection as suggested is sound in principle and 
has been found by experience to have yielded such splendid results, 
then why not extend its scope and why not adopt it in the case of 
selection to all grades of the service? 

I think, Sir, — and I am fortified by the opinions of the Bare 
generally who are the only competent bodies who can speak on this 
subject with authority — that all our judicial oflScers from top to 
bottom should be selected from the veterans of the Bar, thus importing 
a dignity, tradition and iisefulnoss to the office. In my personal 
opinion the cadre of the munsifs should he separated from the cadre of 
the sub- judges. The munsifs should be selected from the most 
experienced lawyers usually practising at the munsifs^ courts, who have 
acquired a unique knowledge and mastery in handling and appreciat- 
ing facts; and our sub-judges and District Judges should be selected 
from members of the district Bars who have acquired an acknowledged 
position at the Bar, A certain percentage may be reserved for 
promotion from munsifships as in all other provincial services. The 
emoluments that are now fixed cannot be said to be unattractive for 
senior meikiliam of the Bar and in my opinion they are sufficient to 
attract recruits from the leading ranks with a few exceptions probably. 

If the present system of recruitment is to continue the emoluments 
that are offered are unnecessarily excessive and are a heavy drain on 
the resources of the country and particularly on the department of 
Administration of Justice. The present emoluments were fixed not 
out of any recognition of necessity but practically to justify the Lee 
loot. We are in the same vicious circle here. You cannot lower the 
salaries of Jour Ministers because that will lower their prestige- 
prestige which has been measured by Mr. Suhrawardy by tbe measure 
of the blue and the black gown and the band. Then again you cannot 
ask the Members of the Executive Council to accept less because the 
Ministers are not going to accept less. So by mutual support they 
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tftriv©— the members of the Judicial Service. The huge bank balanoea 
<rf our judicial officers as compared with the struggling condition of 
their compeers in the other departments speaks eloquently against the 
continuance of their present emoluments. Then see, how, to maintain 
these fat salaries of our judicial officers tlie poor litigants are hard 
put to it. The increase in the value of jmlicial stamps and increase 
in the cost of litigations in hundry other directions would not have 
been necessary if the cost of administration had not been increased by 
artificial means, like increased pay, allowances, etc. All the litigante 
do not come to court as a matter of luxury. Many are driven to have 
recourse to the courts of justice to save their hearths and homes, 
their homesteads and paternal acres from the greed of their rapacious 
neighbours. Should justice be made t(»o <‘ostly for thiMuJ* Should 
justice be made prohibitive for them? Gone are the days when our 
simple village folks used to get all the protection and all the justice 
from their own village communities and pauchayots — ^a system the 
like of which has not yet been evolved by all the ingenuity of the 
modern constitution makers. In place of that we have got a system 
which has made justice a question as to who cun pay most ! 

One has to go long distances and pay the railway companies to 
start with. One has to go to the Registration office to got copies of 
documents by paying 20, 30 or may be even r>0 times what he used 
to pay even in 1925, in the shape of searching fees, etc. Only they 
have got to pay the lawyers less because there, at the Bar alone the 
law of demand and supply has come into full play, a law which is not 
recognised in the selection of officers for the services. 

I also think that so far as this branch of the Service is concerned 
we should not allow communal ideas to influence the appointment of 
officers; we should not think of getting every community represented 
on this Service but the selection should be made in such a way that 
the best brains only, the really qualified people may be there. If 
judicial officers are appointed on a communal basis then the adminis- 
tration of justice on which the welfare of all the communities so much 
depends will suffer. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House and strongly urge that Government should see its way— what- 
ever the law is, and that has been dealt with by ray friend, Mr. 
Mttkunda Behary Mullick — to change the law if necessary so that the 
actual administration of justice may have relation to, and be on the 
same leveDwith, our ideas of justice. 


■abli HARIBANtA ROYs I beg to move that the demand of 
Be. 26, it, 500 under the head "24F.— Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay 
of officers^' be reduced by Be. 1 [to raise a discussion on (1) the mode 
of appointment of officers in the Provincial Judicial Service; and (2) 
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and other esecutiTe officers can be sucoesalull^’' appointed bjr 
wans of competitive examination why should not the munsifa be 
rtoruited in the same wayK That would iiudoiibtedly bring the beet 
bmine of Bengal info this re^otisible service and at the same time 
dmim mil criticisms levelled against the present method of appoint- 
BWiit on the score of favouritism and inefficiency. If, however, 
appointment by competitive examination exclusively is not considered 
practicable at the present moment a inodilitHl form of competition may 
be introduced in this way, viz,, a number of candidates greater than 
the number actually required in a particular year may be selected out 
of the list and a competitive c^xamination may he held to teat the 
candidate's practical knowledge of law, his ability to appreciate 
evidence and to wTite judgments, etc. The Civil Justice Committee 
have recommended something like this sort of modified competition 
and there is no reason why this method should not be tested. As to 
the posts of Subordinate Judges most of them may he filled up by 
promotion while a certain percentage may Im reserved for pleadera 
who have at least ten years’ good practice in the district courts. 

I now come to the other matter, viz., the qualifications at present 
recognised as neccHsarv for promotion of officers to the rank of 
District Judges. It is difficult exactly to know wliat makes a munsif 
a Subordinate Judge and a Subordinate Judg<‘ a District Judge. The 
Hon’ble Member will undoubtedly say that it is efficiency and efficieiu;y 
alone which qualifies a munsif for promotion to the rank of a Sub- 
ordinate Judge and a Subordinate Judge to that of a District Judge. 
The question then is what constitutes the efficiency in the munsif or 
the Subordinate Judge who is regarded as a fit officer for promotion to 
a higher grade. Is it the spctedy disposal of suits by any means P It 
is now a matter of common knowledge that an officer is judged only 
by the number of cases he disposes of in a given time and the phrase 
‘*no disposal no promotion" has passed into a byword. The resuH of 
this has been that an officer cares for the quantity and not the ({uality 
of the work done by him. He does not hesitate to shut out even 
relevent evidence if that stands in the way of speedy trial. In short 
he attempts to dispose of the cases and clear the files by any means. 
The officer concerned is not to blame — what is wanted of him by his 
master is speed and not justice— he has got to satisfy his master if he 
aspires to be a District Judge as all officers do and one fine morning 
be wakes up to find that he has been rewarded for his speed wiUi an 
Assistant Sessions Judgeship. If this is the kind of efficiency whkb 
is required of a munsif or a Subordinate Judge for his promotion to a 
higher grade the sooner this perpicious method of promotion is 
stopped the better for all concerned. 

Mill KHiTTiR HONAN NAYl I rise to support tlm moiion of 
aig irkmi. Babu Satisb Chandra Ray Cbowdhury. The present method 
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of recruitment of judicial officers for the mufassal courts has been in 
vogue for about a century and does not suit the altered conditions of 
the country. For the last few years there has been a persistent 
demand in this Council, in the press and in the platform to change 
the present method of recruitment. Under the present system, junior 
members of the Civil Service having no experience in civil matters 
and innocent of civil law and procedure are often placed at the head 
of the district judiciary and are required to sit in judgment as 
appellate courts upon the decisions of sub- judges who are senior to 
them by 20 years. These District Judges have to learn civil law and 
procedure at the cost of the litigant. I can speak of one District 
Judge who at the time of leaving our station on transfer was frank 
enough to tell us that he did not know what a decree was when he was 
appointed the District Judge of Tippera and that it was at our cost 
that he learned something of the civil law. But this officer afterwards 
proved to be an eminent judicial officer and rose to be a High Court 
Judge. With the exception of two senior judges, for the last 20 
years, the Tippera district court has invariably been presided over by 
a young officer having no or little experience in civil matters. Hence 
the Tippera district court has become a byword for the training 
ground of the District Judges. A District Judge has to hear appeals 
from the decusions of the sub-judges and munsifs and has to decide 
probate, insolvency and other cases. It is simply anomalous that an 
officer having no previous experience in civil matters should be placed 
at the head of the judiciary in a district. The result is that there is 
miscarriage of justice for which the system of recruitment is more to 
blame than the officers. The method of recruiting munsifs should also 
be altered. Under the present system, any pleader or advocate having 
a first class B.L. degree is generally appointed. It so happens that 
the officers who are appointed have little experience in legal matters 
and previous to their appointment had no actual practice. These raw 
young men in spite of B.L. degrees have to learn law and to gain 
experience at the expense of the litigant. District Judges should be 
recruited trcm experienced barristers, advocates and pleaders who 
have enjoyed tolerable practice at the Bar. Similarly the munsifs 
should be recruited from the same class of lawyers who have enjoyed 
actual practice of 10 years. The present method of recruiting munsifs 
is most imsatisfactory. The result is that many persons are 
appointed munsifs who are ill-fitted to discharge the duties of the post. 
Only the trained lawyers should be appointed as judicial officers. 

Mr. NAIIENORA KUMAR BASU* Sir, I am afraid that several 
of these motions are inconsistent with each other, for example, my 
friend Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick has moved motions Nos. 400 and 
401; in No. 400 he wants a particular percentage of appointments to 
be given to a particular community, but in his speech on No. 401 ho 
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a^8 that the best men ou^lit to be appointed. Sir, we have heard 
about communal claims to these offices for several years now, but I 
think those who advance these claims do hot advance the interests 
either of their own community or the interests of the country. My 
point of view is that so far as judicial officers are concerned they ought 
to be above suspicion, and ought to be the Wst possible men (hat could 
be recruited from the country. It does not matter w*hether a judicial 
officer belongs to one community or another, but it does matter that 
he is the best man available. This Council and the country at large 
have always held that the judicial and the executive functions ought 
to be separated. As a corollary to that, 1 lake it that all judicial officers 
shall be filled up by the highest judicial authority of tlie land. To 
ask now that the appoiiitiueiit of inunsifs should be taken away from 
the hands of the High (ouri and given to the executive Government 
is, I submit, contrary to the principle of separation of judicial and 
executive functions. It may be that the system followed in the High 
Court in recent years has been faulty. If timt be so, let us try and 
change it if |>ossible, but so far as 1 know from the rules of the High 
Court, Appellate Side, the |K)wer of recommending a suitable person 
for appointment as munsif is not in the hands of the Judge in charge 
of the English Department alone, but in the hands of the English 
Committee presided over by the (^lief Justice and five other Hon^blo 
Judges. If that rule is not follow'ed by the High Court, then I take 
it that it is certainly open to us to make complaints and to insist upon 
seeing that that rule is followed. Of course, if appointments are in 
the hands of one man, however eminent that person might be, he is 
liable to make mistakes, but if the appointments arc made by six 
Hon'ble Judges of tlie High Court, then one should think that the 
appointments would be much better done. 

Now, Sir, as regards the apimintment of District Judges and 
Subordinate Judges from the lower ranks, so far as 1 am aware the 
appointment of Subordinate Judges is made on certain lines. Unless 
the High Court thinks that a senior munsif is not (ompetent to be a 
Subordinate Judge, he is ordinarily promoted to lie a Subordinate Judge. 
But for the appointment of District Judges, I do not know what 
standard is followed. We are hankering for the time when all appoint- 
ments to the rank of District and Sessions Judges will be made from 
the Bar, and from the suc<?essful example tlmt Government made in 
the case of the first recruitment from the Bar to the rank of Sessions 
Judges, I think the success of that scheme is assured. 1 will not say 
anything in praise of Mr. Nag whom I see before me, but the local 
Goveminent will certainly agree with me in thinking that the experi- 
ment of appointing Sessions Judges from practising memWs of the 
Bar has been a success, and I think it will be more extensively followed. 
We are all looking for the time when all such appointments will be 
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iniuk* from the Bar imd not from any othm' nnproleaaiotial aourcea. 
Bat I do think that it would be a grievous mistake if the appoiiitoieat 
of any class of judicial officers, munsifs, Subordinate Judges or Dieteiot 
Judges, is taken away from the hands of the High Court, and made 
over to the Executive Government. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I regret to have to 
disagree from many of the observations made in connection with these 
motions. Many of the speakers have made light of the test of academic 
qualifications for judicial posts. 1 think that in the absence of anything 
better, academic qualifications are the most satisfactory tests for these 
appointments. Well, my friend here says it is good for the appointment 
of teachers, but not for the Judges but I think it is equally good for 
ref*ruitment of teachers. A distinguished scholar satisfies a definite 
standard of intelligence. Is there any otlier standard by which you 
can as definitely ascertain the qualifications of candidates for judicial 
appointments? I know there are numerous other factors to consider, 
but are titese factors capable of being definitely laid down, like academic 
qualifications? If that is so to supplant educational tests by others 
would open the door to a much more unsatisfactory procedure. In the 
next place as my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu has said, that we 
raunot for one moment think that the appointment of judicial officers 
should he taken away from the hands of the High C-ourt and vested with 
the executive Government. We have htH'n crying ourselves hoarse 
over the <|Uestion of the separation of judicial and executive functions 
for a long time. We have known what it means to have the 
criminal judiciary appointed by the executive Government. Well, the 
complaints that have been made in the last few months in regard to 
this have been numerous and there are glaring instances 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should not refer to that as that will amount 
to a ^tite of censure on the High Cfuirt whi» h you are not entitled to 
do. 


5-15 p.m. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: In any case when a man 
who administers justice is chosen by a particular person, he must be 
subservient to that person and it is a sound principle of politics that 
the J^udicial Service should be subservient to none hut the highest 
judicial officer. I think if we make a departure from that princ^^le 
we should be 'beading for something worse. 1 quite admit that it u 
possible to evolve a much more satuifacter;i' method of i^ppointing 
judicial officers, t quite admit that untrained judicial officefo do 
involve a heavy cost to the litigant public. They are trained at the 
expense of the litigants and it also involves costs in the way ol appeala. 
I do acknowledge that. But the remedy for tha t 
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^ SAu MTIM OHANDflA RAY RHOWOHURY! On • point of 
jliraonal explanation. Sir, I would make it perfectly clear to Dr. Sen 
Gtipta that I did not eufrgest that these appointments should not be 
made by the High Court. My motion referred to the (luestion of 
qualifications. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must observe that it has been my bitter 
experience here that some members who want U) say something rise U> 
speak under the shelter of the words, “on a point of personal explana* 
lion.’’ I would request members to remember that they cannot do •O' 
unless they are really involved and an explanation is really necessary. 
In any case when they rise to offer an explanation they caiuiot speak 
or remain standing unless the member already in possession of the 
House yields and resumes his seat. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CURTA: Sir, tlie remedy for the 
evil of appointing untrained Judges does not lie in laying flown any 
minimum qualifications of practice. It has been followed in the past 
— persons were required to be in practice for a certain number of years 
before they were ap|>ointed. We know how the practice was put in. 
A mere nominal practice was enough. We know as a matter of 
fact that three years' pi act ice does not necessarily mean three years 
of actual work. It may not even mean three days’ work. If we really 
want pt'fsons who are appointed to the Judicial Service to he properly 
trained, it is necessary that they should have practical (raining and 
some method should lie devis<*<l hy which they can hr* made to pass 
through a prepanitory ((Mirse. A ver>* simple example of this method 
of recruitment to the Judicial Service is furnished hy the dermun system 
where Judges are not appointed from practising lawyers, hut students 
of law after passing through a certain amount of training have to elect 
whether they are willing to he practising lawyers or Judges. If they 
elect to be Judges then they are given work to do for two years more 
which specially fits them for the discharge of judicial duties. They 
are made to prepare abstracts of evidence, to prepare precis of judgments, 
to draft judgments and do such sort of work in the High Court or the 
Amtsgericht, A system like that ought to be devised for giving ue 
trained Judges. Merely to say that he must put in so many years' 
practice means nothing at all. If you want to appoint a man you just 
eak him now for how many yean his name has been enrolled as a pleader. 
If yon want to give him a training — do give him a training by ail meana 
hni let him have real practical training. If any such system is devised 
I should be the first to support it. 1 have heard a great deal about 
deterioration amongst new recmits. I do not know how far that 
deterioration is due to the persons appointed or to the system which 
has been introduced in recent years partly as a result of the Civil 
Jus^oe Committee's recommendations and partly from other causes. 
In any case it is well known that much more work is put on their 
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jhottldcrs than they can possibly do if they want to do justice to their 
4oases. 1 cannot too strongly condemn this hustling system which must 
be got rid of and an adequate number of Judges should be appointed 
to deal with the numerous cases. Fault does not lie on the persons 
recruited but on the system of hustling and hurrying which has been 
recently introduced. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : I rise in support of the motion 
just now moved by my friend Mr. Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury: 
My object is to draw attention of the Government to the undesirability 
of appointment of the members of the Indian Civil Service to the 
Judicial Branch of the Service. Sir, a good number of the appoint- 
ments of District Judges go to the Indian Civil Service, the others 
being recruited from the Provincial Civil Service and direct from the 
Bar. There is no provision here like that of some other provinces like 
Bombay and the Central Provinces to give judicial training to the 
District and Additional Judges before or after their appointment. It 
is generally the practice to appoint Joint Magistrates as District 
Judges who are more or less innocent of law and procedure. This is 
most unfair not only to the litigant public but also lo the Judge himself. 
He had so long to try criminal cases only but as soon as he is appointed 
as District Judge he has got to try intricate sessions c ases as well as 
to administer the civil law of which he is quite innocent. Sir, I should 
like to draw attention lo the observations made in 1924-25 by the Civil 
Justice Committee on the subject: ‘^The defects of this system are 
obvious. No amount of ability or industry can compensate for the 
absence of training in civil law and procedure or qualify the civilian 
officer at one step to be the principal court of original civil jurisdic- 
tion and the principal court of first appeal in the district. The serious 
drawbacks of the situation thus created have long agitated the minds 
of the Indian authorities, and the Government of India in a letter to 
the Secretary of State, No. 16, dated Simla, the 4th July, 1907, recorded 
iheir opinion of the situation in these emphatic terms: *It would be 
difficult to exaggerate the political dangers of the present situation or 
the importance of effecting a material improvement in the capacity, 
training and status of the Indian Civil Service Judges. It is impossible. 
At any rate in the advanced provinces, to justify a system under which 
n gentleman, who has no knowledge in civil law and who has never 
been inside a civil court in hia life, can be, and often is, at one step, 
promoted to be a Judge of appeal in civil cases and to hear appeals 
from Subordinate Judges who are trained lawyers with years of legal 
axperiisnce. Incompetent men cannot retain their position in the face 
dI a well-founded eriticism which is becoming more and more searching 
AS time goes on. On public grounds it is imperative that drastic steps 
should be taken to remove this blot on our administration.* ’* Sir, I 
admit that the recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee has 
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acted upon to a certain extent but not to the extent that we all 
Wti^. My point is that as the appointment of District Judges from the 
j^idian Civil Service has proved a failure, further recruitment from that 
deryice should be stopped and more appointments should be given to 
advocates of repute. 

The Hoil*We Mr* W» O* Ra PRENTICE* I am afraid there is a very 
large number of subjects that has to be dealt with in this motion 
and I propose first to deal with the munsifs, then the Subordinate Judges 
and lastly to deal with the District Judges. Mr. Mukunda Behary 
MuUick suggests that 20 per cent, of the appointments of munsifs 
should be set apart for the Namasudra community and other backward 
communities as enumerated in the Calcutta University Commission’s 
Report. His motion, even if it is in order, will be opposed by me, 
for I cannot on behalf of Government accept that 20 per cent, of the 
appointments should be set apart for members of a particular community 
irrespective of merit. But I can promise and I have always promised 
that the claims of all communities will be considered and as favourable 
a consideration as po.ssible will be given to the backward classes and 
those who have not succeeded in obtaining an opening for which they 
consider their edu(;ational qualifications qualify them. But I may 
point out that the matter does not lie in our hands at all. All we can 
do in this matter is to bring it to the notice of the High Court for such 
action as they may think fit. 

A reference has been made to a reply which I gave some days ago 
to a supplementary question about the rules regarding the appointment 
of munsifs. It is said that in my reply 1 denied the existence of rules. 
I must say here that when 1 made that reply 1 was acting under wrong 
instructions because I hud that there were rules framed in March, 1894. 
It is said that these rules are not observed. 1 shall have to look up 
the records of the past three or four years to see whether there is any 
foundation for that statement. If I find that the rules are not being 
observed, I will then communicate with the High Court to see whether 
the rules cannot be observed or if they are unworkable whether they 
cannot be brought up-to-date. 

A suggestion has been made by one speaker that instead of appoint- 
ment by selection, it should be made by a competitive examination. 
All I can say is that if the High Court chose to follow that method — 
smBething on the lines of the Provincial Executive Service-~'We should 
be very pleased indeed. But whether it will bring in a better class of 
munsifs, 1 do not know, because there are two views regarding com- 
petitive examinations. I am willing, however, to look into the question 
and see* whether there is anything to be said lor it. If I think that 
there is a strong sentiment in its favour, we can bring it to the notice 
of the High Confi in oonneotkm with the appointment of munsifs. 

SS 
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A« regards the question of whether you get the best n^uneifs bj 
selection from people who have prsctiseil at the Bar, we must remetnl^ 
that mere enrolment in the Bar does not mean legal experience through 
practice. A pleader may attend the courts day after day for tl|]^ 
years, but I am afraid that in the present congested state of the Bar, 
it does not mean he will have three years’ legal training at the Bar. 
However, I do admit that by attending a court for three years, the 
future munsif gains a knowledge of procedure and even if he has never 
received training in the actual conduct of cases, he knows somethih|^ 
of the work at least. Sir, as I have said, I am willing to go into the 
(Juestion of the appointments and if I find that these old rules are not 
being acted upon, I will bring it to the notice of the High Court witli 
a view to their being brought up-to-date. 

As, regards , the Subordinate Judges, suggestions have been made 
thajt ay judicial, officers sKoiihl be miruited from the Bar. I gather that 
ip that case p briefless pleader who has given up all hopes of getting 
briefs will be a candidate for a munsifship. A more suceessfiil 
pleader who has got some briefs may be a candidate later on for a Sub^ 
Judgeship in order to assure himself of a steady income. I am not 
quite certain, however, that the really successful pleader, a successful 
vakil or a successful gdvocmte will agree to give up his practice for the 
fixed salary of a District Judge. There is also the administrative 
difiiculty regarding the pension of men who are appointed to Govern- 
ment service at a late stage of their career at the Bar. 


6-30 p.m. 

There is also the other thing. After all, a man who is a good worker 
must be keen on getting promotion. He does look forward for promo- 
tion and I think it is an incentive for good work and if we recruit Sub- 
Judges from the Bar we remove a great incentive from the munsifs. 

Then, Sir, criticisms have been made about speed in administering 
ju8ti(‘e. I myself think that speed is no substitute for justice, but 
belated justice is not real justice. .Sir, speed in the trial of cases is 
certainly a very goo<l thing, but if a munsif attempts to sacrifice justice 
to speed, I am sure he will be pulled up by the District Judge and 
finally by the High Court. I do not think it is fair to say that the 
judiciary cares not so much for justice as for speed. 

Then vre come to the last point, namely, the appointment of the 
District Judges. Here we are faced with a complicated question. 
Whether the "members of the Council like it or not, there is still a 
Service called the Indian Civil Service, and under the system now in 
force a certain number of posts are reserved for that service. A oom- 
plaint has been made that young Civilians with no experience of civil 
muk are appointed as Diatrict Judges. 1 may tell the Hoime Uiat 
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fiw* apiH.inted as Additional Judgoa and i^ 

S ^^erally at a more advancetl atagre» when we have an opportunit^f 
iorming an idea about their work, that they are appointed aa Dietriot 
fudges. It 18 said that Fhen the young ('iviliun etarta trying caaea. 
he may learn his work at the ejtpense of the unfortunate persons who 
are accused in front of him. When I first joined at Bankijvore as an 
Assistant Magistrate, one of the first cases that <-iime up before me was 
of a man accused of committing burglary. The version he gave seemed 
to me then to be very reasonable and I acquitted him, or rather the 
accused got the l>euetit of my inexperience. The senior and 
experienced officers with whom I worked told me that that was the 
usual line of defence adopted in such eases, and prophesied that as I 
grew in experience I would feel less and less infdiiiad to accept such a 
story. They were correct, and it was not the accused who suffered 
from my inexperience. However, 1 admit that the members of the 
Civil Service are at a disadvantage in the matter of civil work and 
the question of giving better training to the young ('ivilians has long 
been under consideration. Sir, the House is probably aware that the 
cadre of the Civil Service has to provide men a certain number of 
appointments and we can only spare men for training in other work if 
our cadre is full. Our cadre is still very short, but we have realised 
the necessity, if possible, of training young Civilians in civil work as 
was done in the past and 1 am glad to say that we are making another 
experiment this year. We have asked the High Court to arrange for 
two young Civilians to be trained as munsifs and sub-judges during 
the next year before they act as Additional District Judges. Sir, a 
gentleman from Tippera pointed out that a District Judge who at first 
did not know what a decree was, learnt the w'ork m quickly that he soon 
made a ver>^ successful Judge and ultimately l»erame a Judge of the 
High Court, and I am confident that these young (Civilians, even if they 
may not have the requisite experience at first, will pick up things 
quickly. 


Then we come to the question about recruitment from the Bar. 
Here again we have to consider the cadre of the Civil Service. In one 
chapter of the Government of India Act there is a provision for filling 
up poets reserved for the Indian Civil Service from outside, but the 
number of such posts is pres<Tihc<l, I think, by tlH* Secretary of State 
in Council. The number prescrilied for Bengal is four. We have 
oarried out this order and appointed four Judges from the Bar, and 
ve cannot do anything more, until the whole question of the cadre of 
the Indian Civil Service in Bengal and its allotment to the varioua 
services has come under revision. 

Then, Sir, the old question of the separation of judicial and exeou« 
wm raised. I think, Sir, this matter comes up under another 
motion and I do not propose to deal with it now. 
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Before I *it down, however, I should like to refer to & plamlng 
proposal made by Babu Satish Chandra Bay Chowdhury, namely, that 
the emoluments of the Jndicial Service should be reduced. I shall 
bring this to the notice of the Finance Member, when the time comes 
for considering these matters, and I am suie that his suggestion will 
be welcomed by him and fully considered. 

The motions of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick were then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motions of Babu Satish Chandra Bay Chowdhury and Babu 
Haribansa Boy were then put and lost. 


SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERilEEs I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 1,43,100 under the head “24A.— High Court” be 
reduced by Bs. 100 (inadequacy of the pay of the ministerial officers 
of the High Court and the policy pursued by Government in this 
connection). 

Sir, it is not iny purpose to raise a discmssion about any general 
question relating to the administration of justice in Bengal generally 
or in the High Court in particular. The question which I desire to 
raise, Sir, is, ^ I have said here, about the pay of the ministerial 
officers of the High Court and the policy which has been pursued by 
the Government of Bengal in that connection. Sir, the dual nature 
of the control which is exercised over the High Court is well known 
to the members of this House. The Government of India is the 
authority which is responsible for the administration of the High Court, 
and the Government of Bengal is the authority which is responsible 
for financing it. Well, it practically means that any scheme for 
reorganisation or reform, if put forward by the High Court and even 
approved by the (lovernnient of India, may be effectively set aside on 
the plea of financial difficulties, by the Government of Bengal. 

With regard to this question. Sir, I do not propose to go into its 
history, except to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member-inMjharge 
to wdiat, happened prior to the appointment of what is called the 
McAlpin Ccfinaxittee. This Committee was appointed by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in 1930-21 for the purpose of recommending a revision 
of the scales of pay drawn by the ministerial officers belonging to the 
different offi^ of the Government of Bengal. At that time the grade 
of salary whioh was applicable to the members of the offices of the Hig li 
Court was as follows: The salary started at Bs. 40 and went up to 
Bs. 80. So far as the Government of Bengal was concerned— I am 
referring to the lower grade — the starting salary was Bs. 40 which 
went up to Ks. 100. In other words, the initial pay was the same and 
the two grades also wore practically similar. The McAlpin Commit- 
tee oonsidered the matter in minute detail and they recommended 
that the grade, so far as the offices of the Government of Bengal were 
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l^cerned, should he revised, and the stertingr salary fixed at Ra. 60 
ir^ng up to Rs. 150 plm a special grade of Rs. 175 to R«. 200. Herd 
I am referring to the lower grade. Now, the McAlpin Com- 
mittee discussed the reasons for a revision of the grades of pay which 
were drawn by the members of the office staff of the different branches 
of Government and a certiiin standard percentage was fixed by tha 
Committee, which w’as 60 per cent, over the rates in existence befoiw 
1919. But when it came to the question of the application of the 
revised grade to the High Court offices, the Committee for reasons which 
have not been explained anywhere in the report recommended that the 
starting pay should be Rs. 45 and the maximum salary Rs, 125. I 
would ask the House here to pause for a momeut and consider what the 
exact difference was. The net difference was that the starting salary 
for the Government of Bengal offices was fixed at Rs. fJO and that of the 
High. Court offices at Rs. 45. Now, I have not been able to find any 
special reason why such a differentiation w^as made. The offices were 
situated in the same town, the cost of living w’as the same, the duties 
performed hy the meinl)ers of the respective offices of the High Court 
and the Government of Bengal were equally arduous, and it really 
passes one’s comprehen.sion why this differentiation was at all made. 
It should be added no difference in the minimum qualifications was 
called for by the McAlpin Committee. 

5-45 p.m. 

The High (’ourt protested agains* this arrangement but all such 
protests were in vain. Tiiat was in the year 1921. *Several memhers 
of the Bengal Legislative Council had this matter raised in Council 
when Sir Abdur Rahim was the Member in charge of the ludicial 
Department. A resolution was actually passed by this very House in 
1921-22 pointing out the necessity of revising the grade of pay of 
ministerial officers in the High Court and putting the clerks on the 
same grade as that recommended for the offices under the Government 
of Bengal. Well, Sir, as far as I have been able to find out from the 
proceedings of this Council in that connection, Sir Abdur Rabim^ 
before the resolution was pot to vote, announced that if the Council 
to any decision Government would certainly take the matter into ite 
consideration. The resolution was accepted by the Council; that was 
about ten years ago and even making allowance for the fact that the 
Government machinery does take a considerable time to make a move 
even allowing for this progressively slow progress, ten years, I hope, 
Hill be deemed to be a sufficiently long time. Still we do not know 
wbat Government has decided or whether it has at all considered the 
matter or not. 

Sir, one of the moet curious ihings which I have noticed in this 
oonneotion is that about three years ago in the Legislative Assembly*— 
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the High Court i» under the control of the QoTemment of Indift — the 
Mome Member, in answer to a question put to Him by a member, 
expressed his ignorance of any resolution passed by the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council, and he declared that no such resolution had ever been 
forwarded to the Government of India. Sir, that was the fate of the 
tesolution which was passed by this very House ten years ago. Then 
I come to 1923. That year Retrenchment Committees were appointed 
In all the different provinces of India. We too had our own ^trench- 
hient Committee appointed by the Government of Bengal,' which 1 
think was presided oveir by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee. Now, Sir, 
so far as the High Court establishment was concerned, naturally the 
Bengal Retrenchment Committee had no jurisdiction over it and the 
doveniraent of India appointed a special committee for the High Court 
hlone. That special committee for the High fcourt recommended that 
the upper grade of the e.stablishment should be withdrawn. 

Now, Sir, consider for a moment the result of this recommendation. 
So far as the lower grade was concerned, the pay wa.s not the same as 
that of the clerks in the Government offices in Bengal. But still the 
officers belonging to the lower grade could look forward to being pro- 
moted to the higher division and now even that higher grade was 
withdrawn from the High (^ourt establishment. That decision 
resulted in a saving of about a lakh of rupees. St) far as the Bengal 
Retrenchment Committee was concerned, it is a well known fact that 
most of their recommendations were never gi%^en effect to; for instance 
tlie abolition of the post of Direi tor of Public In.struction which was a 
very useful recommendation, was never even seriously considered. 
jBut so far as the High Court establishment was concerned the recom- 
mendation made by the committee w’as gi%*en effect to and the assistants 
had to suffer thereby. I would earnestly ask the Hon ’hie Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department to look at the question from a 
sympathetic iK>int of view. We outsiders feel that there is absolutely 
no rensfju to differentiate Iwtween the grades of salary payable to the 
same classes of officers who ser^’^e after all the same Government. 

No objections on the ground of financial stringency will be 

raised. I do not want to press that the scheme should be given effect 
|o immediately, but I hope the Hon’ble Member will consider tte 
<]|uestion and give us an assurance that at the earliest opportunity lie 
will support the proposal which has the support of the High Court, 
and bring the pay of the assistants to the same level as obtains in ib® 
offices of the Government of Bengal. 

•Ir.JHJMPINPItA KUMAR BASU: 1 rise to give my whole- 
hearted support the motion of my friend Mr. |Io<dceipee. The 
people who go to the High Court know how overworked the H^ 
i4^ks are; in fact some of the departments in tile High Court, the 
tlnminal Department, is woefully undermanned ; the work rf the 
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m there is very heavy and they have got to work at very high 
yifeestire which means an enormous delay in dealing with the eurroitkt 
ilwrk; if in addition to such high pressure of work the poor clerks are 
1 ^ p^id at all adequately, it is no wonder that their work would 
4effer. I think it is to the interest of Government itself that these 


clerks should be adequately paid. I have seen a memorial addresseil 
to the Government of India by the ministerial officers of the High 
Court; it was on its way some two years agt>. I do not know whkher 
it has actually been kept back or has not yet been forwarded by the 
Gk>veniinent of Bengal. That is w’hat I have been told but I have no 
personal knowledge but it does seem as if the Government of Bengal, 
because they have got to pay for the piper and cannot call for the tune 
so far as the High Court is concerned, have taken up an unnatural 
kitittide or rather a step-motherly attitude towards the |)oor cler|cs. 
TOey treat the ministerial officers of the High Court in a dififereht 
fasMon from that of their own clerks. I hope the grievances of the 
ministerial officers of the High Court will be properly investigated and 
the Government of Bengal will try to do justice, bare justice to the 
ministerial officers of the High Court. 


Mr. K. C. NAG: I must fir.st of all take the question of the High 
Court. So far as the dual control of it is conterned I can only say 
that this Goveriiiuent look up<»n it as part of a larger (jueslion and it 
is not possible for u.s to say nnything at this stage in view of the forth- 
coming changes in the constitution. 

The next point that has l>een urged by my friend Mr. Mookerjee 
is about the pay of the ministerial officers in the High Court. Now, 
BO far as that is concerned if my friend will look at page 19 of the 
Salaries Committee, technically known as the McAlpiii Committee's 
Report, he will find that the High Court propf>sed that the pay of the 
clerks should be from Rs. 50 to Ils. 125. That was the proposal which 
they sent up. The McAlpin Committee recommended a scale of pay 
of Rs. 45 to Rs. 125— a difference of only Rs. 5. So far as the initial 
pay is concerned. That is what was done, and all I can say at present 
is that faced as we are with a financial crisis more or less we shall 
certainly consider this question whenever it is brought before us in a 
proper form but 1 cannot proc’eed l>eyond what was sanctioned in 1922. 
The prices of things have gone down since 1922. That is of course 
ymW known to my friend but the proposal will certainly receive our 
cqnsidemtion when it comes before us. The difference lietween the pay 
propoeeil by the High Court and the pay sanctioned by the Hci^Ipin 
Committee, taking the minimum figure, is only Rs. 5, the maximum 
being the same. 

As* to the nature of the work done by the lower division assistants 
in Secretariat and the clerks in the High Court all I can say is that 
wbrk done in the High Court is not less responsible than the"#^ 
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done in the Secretariat ; but the main thing I would like to say is that 
this financial crisis makes it almost impossible for us to take up the 
question of the revision of the pay of the clerks in the High Court at 
present. I hope that in view of what I have said Mr. Hooker jee will 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: In view of the assurance 

given by the Judicial Secretary I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai Bahidur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT : In rising to move the motion 
that stands in my hame I find that the point I wanted to urge before 
the House has already been dealt with by the previous motion of Mr. 
Syamaprosad Mookerjee. I thought, Sir, you would call me along 
with that motion so that these two motions could be discussed 
together. In that motion Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee discussed the 
question of the pay of the ministerial establishment of the High 
Court 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case it was clearly your duty to have 
risen in your seat and to speak on the motion of Mr. Mookerjee. Why 
did you let that opportunity slip? 

Rai Bifiadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I do not want to argue 
with you, Sir, but you wull perhaps pardon me when I point out that 
after Mr. Mookerjee had finished his speech and Mr. N. K. Basu rose 
to speak, I did not intervene 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then perhaps you need not move your motion. 

The following motion was, therefore, not moved : — 

Rai BahMir Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: * Thai the demand of 
Es. 1,43,100 under the head ‘24A. — High Court* be reduced by Rs. 10 
(effect of dual control on the ministerial staff of the High Court)." 

Khan BahHl Maulirl BAZLUL HUQ: My motion is divided into two 
parte, but, as tbe first part has already been dealt with by Mr. 
Tamixuddin Khan in an earlier motion, I do not move that part ot my 
motion. ^ 

I beg to move ^hat the demand of Rs. 1,43,100 under tbe head "24A. 

High Court" be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to tbe inadequata 
repreeenUtion of Muhammadans in the ministenal eervicee in the High 
Odmrt). 
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In maving this motion my object is to bring to the notice of tlio 
iiithonties the deplorable condition of the ministerial officers in th# 
High Court. Sir, I may be considered to be a rank communalist for 
repeatedly bringing motions regarding Mussulman appointment. Bui, 
Sir, necessity knows no law. In these days when justice and fair play 
and good conscience have been banished from the land, one must blow 
one’s own trumpet; otherwise nobody will care to inquire about your 
wants and requirements. Even the affectionate mother does not card’ 
to inquire if her dearest child requires milk unless it cries. Our demand 
for the Indianisation of the services is so vigonuisly and publicly pressed 
but still proper attention is not always given to it. It is, therofors, 
the most unavoidable duty of every representative of this lious^^ io bring 
home to the House and through it to the different authorities concerned, 
the grievances of his constituencies. I shall be failing in my duty, 
Sir, if I do not bring to the notice of the House the grievances of the 
Mussalmans and put forward their legitimut€» claims, rights and 
demands which so long remained uncared for and neglecte<l. 


Sir, the High Court is the sent of the highest judiciary in Bengal* 
People flock to it in numbers when they consider that they have got 
no justice in the lower courts. But it is a matter of real regret that 
the downtrodden Muslim community has been df'privod of real justice 
from the hands of the judiciary of the judiciaries in the matter of 
appointments. I do not know who is the particular officer who is res- 
ponsible for this; hut at any rate the Right Hon’hlc the Chief Justice 
cannot be said to have paid particular attention to this aspiKd of the 
question. Things were, perhaps, allowed to his subordinates to he done 
and administered according to his liking and inclination. Hence most 
disastrous consequences — (onsequences of a most lamentable and un- 
remediable character — have happened in the temple of justice. For we 
find under this head of expenditure that there are more than *350, or to 
be exact, 361, ministerial officers and of this number there? are only 
40 Mussalmans. 


Sir,^in a country where Mussalmans form 54 per cent, of the entire 
population, can anybody justify and support that there is a grain of 
justice in the distribution of service? Can it be said tliat the distribu- 
tion is fair ? The question of inefficiency both educationally and other- 
wise cannot arise when we find Mussalman youths go abegging from door 
to door in quest of an employment. Government also in consideration 
»f their advancement in education have reserved 46 per cent, of thw 
ippointment for higher gasetted appointments and are disposing of tho 
racancies accordingly for some years past. But in the ministerial 
H^intments in the Hon’ble High Court the proportion is 1 to 7 or 
IZ per cent, at the most. 1 do not believe that any of my aon-Mosleia 
Mends here in this House will oppose Moslems’ legitimate demands* 
Por the leader of the Hindu Mahasabha, a gentleman of outsiendinf 



perflonality and broadmindedness, has by his learned manifesto regard* 
Ing unity of the two great communities offered 50 pet ceht. of the 
appointments to the Mussalmans. I do not see how the Hon'ble Higli 
^urt and the Hon'ble Member in charge of Appointments can haVe 
any objection to give the Mussalmans, possessed of minimum st^dai^ 
of qualification, that percentage. 

Begarding judicial appointments, I endorse what my friend Maulvi 
Tamisuddin Khan has said. I do not like to add further except t^t it 
is t^e bounden duty of the Government to see that no further wrong 
be done to this community by their callous indifference and that cases of 
^yilful wrong and injustice should be severely dealt with in future. 

With these words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 


The Hofi'bla Mr. W. D. It. PRENTICE: This is one of the results 
of the system of dual control to which objection has been taken. I do 
not want to criticise the High Court; that is not my function . But the 
lacts are that the Government of Bengal has adopted a policy of giving 
^ certain proportion of ministerial and other appointments to the 
Mussalman community provided they are qualified, and they have issued 
41 circular to all officers under their control. Wc have in Bengal the 
High Court and the civil courts. The High Court appointments are 
not under our control and the civil ( ourt appointments are made by the 
District Judges. In the High Court the position is this: In 1925, 
there were 340 posts with 44 Muhammadans. Now out of 350 posts 
there are only 40 Muhammadans. That means that during the last five 
or six years the number of Muhammadan posts in the ministerial estab- 
lishment has decreased. It is, therefore, clear that the Muhammadan 
community has some ground for raising this question, and I propose to 
bring this debate and the figures that I have quoted to the notice of the 
High Court, and ask them whether they can do anything for the 
oommunity. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: May I know how numy new 
'Appointments have been made in the High Court during the last few 
jears? 


TN H®"**>*« W* PREfITICE: I cannot say, but in any 

case there have been ten more appointments since 1925. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Bailul Huq was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PMtlDINT: I propose to have one diecuMion on iMtiou 

l* I . ... Hi 1 j .. i...' I 

JIm. SJ846V * ' 
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<Ha|i lAOi AHMID OHOWOHURY moTed that the demand of 

Si.‘f,'i3,l00 under’^fie head “24. — Admim'etration of Justice” be teduced 
If Be. 1 (to raise a disoiissiou on the practi(*e of healing appeals in 
idits below Rs. 500 as at present done by one Judge instead of two an 
naM to have been done previously in the High Court ; increase in the cost 
of |>rintihg charges in such appeals). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

propovse a token cut of He. 1 in the High ('ourt budget, because 
neither the number of Judges nor their pay has been reduced, though 
the number of cases this year has decreased to a considerable extent, 
formerly appeals used to be heard by two Judges jointly, but that 
practice has now been discontinued. A single Judge now bears appeals 
up to the value of Rs. 5()0. This is most unfair. An appeal heard by 
two Judges is as good as a trial by an impartial jury and gives satis- 
faction to the people. Moreover, no appeal can be preferred to the 
Privy Council against the decision by the High ('ourt t)f a suit U) the 
value of Its. 5(K). Nor is permission for letters patent appeal usually 
given in such cases for a re-hearing by two Judges. If an appeal, heard 
by a single High Court Judge, is considered final, there is no reason 
why the decisions of the Distrifd Judge on appeals from tlie munsif s 
court should not be so consiflered, thereby saving the parties from 
many unnecessary exi>enses. Formerly Rs. 15 used to be charged for 
paper-books from the appellants only, but from bioveml)er last Rs. 7-8 
is being charged from the resj>ondents as well. But when u single 
J’udge heard an appeal, the parties had to pay nothing for the paper- 
books, but that rule has now been discontinued. It is for these reasons 
that I proiKise the 4 Ut, and hope to get the support of the House. 

Hr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,4^1,100 under the head *‘24A. — High C^mrt” be 
reduced b\ Re. 1 (new rules of the Appeallale Side of the High (/ouit 
empowering a Judge sitting singly to dispose of < ivil appeals of the 
value up to Rs. 500 at the final hearing). 

In bringing forward a motion like this, my desire is to draw the 
attention ot the Government and of the House representing various 
fntarests who supply the State revenue to the new rules of the Appeflaie 
tede of the High Court empowering a Judge sitting singly to dispose 
of civil appeals of the value up to Rs. 500 at the final hearing and 
•uggest that the same be immediately done away with as causing want 
of confidence in the administration of justice upon which the stability 
ni tlie*Qoveniiiient depends. 

|fow. Sir, you know that the two main divisions in the judicial work 
of tW High Court are commonly callei| the O^^al Side and 
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Appellate Side. On the Appellate Side again there are civil mattm 
and criminal matters coming up for decision. So far as my present 
subject, is concerned, it has nothing to do with the Original Side at all, 
nor with (he criminal matters of the Appellate Side. On the Civil 
Appellate Side of the High Court, one has to deal with generally three 
classes of appeals called the first appeals, second appeals and miscel- 
laneous appeals. Besides these three classes of appeals, there is another 
class of cases which are called revisions. In this short discussion of 
mine, I do not propose to enter into a detailed discourse as to the nature 
and scope of these several classes of appeals. I shall confine my 
remarks to that class of appeals called the second appeals only. 

Besides the High Court, the civil courts which exist in this country 
are the courls of the niunsifs, Subordinate Judges and the District 
Judges. Now, Sir, under section 19 (1) of the Bengal and North-West 
Province Civil Courts Act, XII of 1887, the ordinary pecuniary juris- 
diction of the munsif extends up to Rs. 1,000 and under sub-section (2) 
of that section some .senior munsifs may be vested with jurisdiction to 
try suits up to the value of Rs. 2,0(K). Under section 18 of that Act 
(XII of 1887) all Subordinate Judges have got juri.sdiction to try suits 
of any value. 

You will find, Sir, that under section 15 of the Civil Procedure Code 
a suit has to be instituted in the court of the lowest grade competent to 
try it. Section 90 of the Civil Procedure Code says that excepting 
where otherwise provided there shall be an appeal from every decree 
passed by any court exercising original jurisdiction to the court 
authorised to hear appeals from the decisions of such courts. In all cases 
these appeals lie under section 21 of the Bengal Civil Courts Act to the 
court of the District Judge where the value of the suit does not exceed 
Rs, 5,000 so far as decrees made by the Subordinate Judges are con- 
cerned ; appeals against the decrees of the munsifs shall always lie to the 
District Judge under sub-section (2) of that section. Under section 
22 (I) of the Bengal Civil Courts Act, the District Judge may transfer 
appeals agiiliit the decrees of the munsifs to the Subordinate Judges 
for disposal. So, Sir, as regards hearing and decision of these appeals 
against the decrees of the munsifs, the District Judges and Subordinate 
Judges have got concurrent jurisdiction. Against a decree made on 
appeal by the District Judge, Additional District Judge and Subordinate 
Judge, there is a further appeal called the second appeal to the SRgh 
Oourt under the provisions and limitations of section 100, Civil Proce- 
dure Code. ,And to put in short, these second appeals lie to the High 
Court strictly on questions of law ; there is no second appeal on facts. 

Now, Sir, alihbugh there is no hard and fast provision in the Code ol 
Civil Procedure for any preliminary hearing of these second appeala, 
the established practice nowas that these are placed before a Diviskm 
Bmioh consisting of two Judges for heating under Order 41, Buie 11, 
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procedure Code, and after peruaing the records and hearing the 
alpl^iellantf these Judges may admit the appeal or may summarily dismiaa 
^ same without issuing any notice ujwn the respondent at all; and in 
Urn latter case the respondent is not expected to know, and in point of 
W dtm not know, anything of any second appeal being £led at all. 
There is neither any rule nor any provision anywhere by which a Judge 
sitting singly can hear these appeals at the preliminary hearing. 

After admission there is a process for causing notices to be served 
upon the resjwndent and for the records of the lower courts being called 
up, with which I do not pro{X)se to deal as it is not necessary for my 
present purpose. 

Now, Sir, after these second appeals are ready for final hearing, a 
division is made between those not ex<*eeding Its, oOO and those exceed- 
ing Bs. 500 in value irrespective of the merits, complications or any- 
thing of the kind that may be involved in these appeals. Those of the 
former, viz., those appeals not exceeding Rs. 500, are heard by a Judge 
sitting singly at the final hearing, though, as 1 have said, it required 
two Judges for their admission. The question is, if this method has 
done any good at all or if it has hampered with the administration, 
causing a failure of Justice or want of confidence in the administration 
of justice. I hope. Sir, it will not be denied that the stability of a 
tloverninent depends upon, among other things, the confidence the 
subjects have in the administration as also upon the mainteuauce of 
peace. If that confidence is shaken to any degree, the stability of the 
Government is also shaken to the same extent 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 6-30 p.m,] 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 may remind the House that as the time-limit 
for the discussion of this demand will be reached at 6-27, the guillotine 
will fall immediately after we reassemble. 

The motions of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury and Mr. Mukunda 
Behary MuUick were then put and lost. 

The motion that a sura of Rs. 85,22,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “24. — Administration of Justice” was then put and 
agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
liead “24. — ^Administration of Justice” were not called; — 

Mn MUKUNDA DENARY MULLIOKs * That the demand of 
Be. 1,43,100 under the head *24A. — High Court* be reduced by Be. 1 
(rulee of the High Court, Appellate Sid#, regarding the paper-book 
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eWges in second appeals of tke Talue exceeding Es. 50 froai^l»o& ite 
appellant and the respondent)/’ 

Mr. MUKUNOA lEHARY MULLICK: That the demuid ol 

Bs. 1,43,100 under the head ‘24A. — High Court’ be reduced by Be* ) 
(new rules regarding appeals under clause 15 of the Letters Pateii| 
against a judgment in civil cases of a Judge sitting singly on the 
Appellate Side).” 

MUNINDRA DES RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

Rs. 12,000 under the head ‘24B.— Law Officers— Standing Councir 
be refused.” 

MUHINORA OEt RAi MAHASAI: That the im*f^ 

V*, 42,000 under the head *24B. — Law Officers — Solicitor to Oovern- 
ment’ be reduced by Bs. 12,000.” 

, Mr. NARENDRA KUliiAii RAlUl “That the de^d 
Rs. 1^61,000 under the head ‘24B. — Law Officers — Pay of Officers' 
be reduced by Rs. 16,100.” 

MUNuioRA DEB RAI MAHAIAI:“That the deoi^ ^ 

Be. 60,000 under the head ‘24B. — Law Officers — Legal Remembrancer 
— Fees to Pleaders’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 

Mr. P. Nt CUHA: 'That the demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head 
'24B. — Law Officers — ^Legal Remembrancer — Fees to pleaders and fees to 
Pleaders (other than Government servants) be reduced by Rs. 25,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEE RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,10,000 under the head '24B. — Legal Remembrancer’ be reduced 
by Ba. 10,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,10,000 under the head ‘24B. — Law Officers — Legal Remembrancer' 
be reduced by Rs, 100 (to raise a discussion about the payment of fees 
to pleaders).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘24B. — Law Officers — ^Fees to pleaders in 
criminal cases’ be reduced by Rs, 10,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: That the demand of 

of Bs. 8,000 under the head ^24.— Ijaw Officers — Supplies and Services;^ 
Fees to pleaders for defencepf paupers in murder cases’ be reduced by 
Be. 1 (inadequacy of provision).” 



D'kiHliros irok in 

Jfiikiiinkllli ttli RAi MANaIAI: “That tbe aenunj of 

Wf. 5,23,000 under the head ‘24B.— Law Officer*’ be reduced by Sa. i 
(question of policy).** 

Ufa NARENORA KUMAR BASUs **Thut the demand of 

Bs. ^,117 under the head *24C.— Admin istrator-General and Official 
Trustee— Pay of Officers* be reduced by Rs. ;i,92().*’ 

Mfa NARENORA KUMAR BASUs “That the demand of 

Rs. 94,896 under the head ‘24E. — Presidency Ma^ifistrales’ Courts— Pay 
of Officers* be reduced by Rs. 9,490.” 

Mr. B, C. CHATTERdEE: “That the demand of Rs. 1,82,000 und^ 
the head ‘24E. — Presidency Magistrates' C'ourts’ be reduced by Rs, l()(i 
(question of appointment of a member of the Bar as Chief Presidency 
Magistrate).” 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HAiHEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,96,000 under the head ‘24E. — Presidency Magistrate's Court* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 [to get information regarding a recent petition ta 
check the evil of gambling (fatka) which has been referred to the 
Oommiasioner of Police].’* 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHASAIS “That the demand of 

Ra. 1,96,000 under the head ‘24E. — Presidency Magistrates’ CourU* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (information about the Children’s Court and 
necessity of putting into operation more clauses of the Bengal Children *a 
Act).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Re. 1,96,0(X) under the head ‘24E. — ^Presidency Magistrates’ Courts* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the paucity of Muhammadan 
employees under the Chief Presidency Magistrate).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 14,70,000 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of 
munsifs* be reduced by Rs. 10 (judicial procedure in rent suits as 
prescribed in the amended Bengal Tenancy Act).” 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 14,70,000 
under the head ‘24P. — Civil and Sessions Courts — ^Pay of Officers — 
Munsifs’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the 
system of the Central Courts established at Comilla and other places is a 
failure and has caused inconvenience and hardships to the litigant 
pnUie).** 
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Maotvi SYED MA4ID BAKtHs ''That the demand of Rs. 12,90,500 
tinder the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — ^Process-Serving 
Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the condi- 
tion of service of process-servers and the failure of Government to appoint 
nn Inquiry Committee).” 

Mr. P. N. GUHA and Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: *That the 
demand of Rs. 12,90,500 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions 
•Courts — Process-Serving Establishment’ be reduced by Rs, 100 (pay and 
prospects of process-servers).” 

Babu HARIBANSA ROY: ^^That the demand of Rs. 34,42,638 
tinder the head ^24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts— Pay of Establish- 
ment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the widespread 
prevalence of corruption amongst the ministerial officers of civil courts).” 

Babu KItHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Es. 71,05,000 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
■reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That the demand of 
Bs. 71,06,000 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (judicial administration and the inadequacy of the 
pay of the ministerial officers and systematic bribery and corruption 
prevailing in these courts),” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ”That the demand of 
Us, 71,06,000 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy of Government for not provid- 
ing waiting rooms for the litigant public in mufassal courts).” 

Kban iabib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: That the demand of 
Ba. 71,06,000 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Court’ be 
reduced by Be. I (to draw attention to the inade<)uate representation of 
the Mussalmans in judicial services and ministerial services in the 
mufassal courts).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOMAIN: *That the demand of 
Bs. 71,05,000 under the bead *24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (Muhammadan holidays and facility for prayers).” 

Khan Bahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: ”Tbat the demand of 
Bs. 71,05,000 under the head *24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts* be 
Mduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the demand of the Commissionem 
in executing Civil C/Ourt Commissions and the desirability of fixing a 
standard schedule rate to be prepared in oonsultatioii with experts of the 
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SiHtrey Department so as to enable the presiding* officers to ascertain the 
grto amounts to be paid to them).’* 

Khnii Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Rs. i 1,05,000 under the head *24F. — ('ivil and Sensions Courts* l>e 
reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss about the proper service of civil prof'osses).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ* “That the demand of 
Rs. 71,05,000 under the head *24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts’ lie 
reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss about the growinir iiu^reased tendency of 
acme of tlie iminsifs in suininarily rejecting petitions for adjournments 
and deciding suits and cases in the ahsence of the party).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 71,05,000 under tlie head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions (’ourts’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (working of the suggestion.s of the Civil Justice 
Committee).” 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFill: That the demand of 
Rs. 71,05,000 under the hea<l '24F. — Civil ami Sessions Courts' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the ne< essity for extension of the 
newly -built Civil Court building at Tangail).” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “That the 
demand of Rs. 71,tt5,(MMt under the bead ’24F. — Civil and Sessions 
Courts’ be reduced by Re. 1 (retrenchment by abolition and amalgama- 
tion).” 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: “That the demand of R.s. 2,72,000 under the 
head ‘24G. — Courts of Small Causes — Presidency Courts’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (policy of filling up the post of the Chief Judge of the Calcutta 
Court of Small Causes).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKt ‘'That the demand of 
2,72,000 under the head ‘24G.— Courts of Small Cauaea — Preai- 
dency Court*’ be reduced by Re. 1 (appointment of Judges from amongst 
the advocates practising on the Appellate Side of the High Court).” 

MVNINDRA DIB RAI MANABAIt ‘‘That the demand of 

R«. 3,49.000 under the head ’24G. — Courts of Small Causes’ be reduced 
by Be. 101 (administration of justice in Small Cause Courts and policy 
about the appointment of Judges).’* 
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Mr* P. Mi CUHA: “That the demand of Es. 11,000 under the head 
'241. — Muktearship examination charges’ be reduced by Es. 100 (policy 
in continuing Muktearship examination).” 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Es. 85,22,000 under the head ‘24.— Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Rs. 105 (advisability of recommending an amendment of section 124A, 
Indian Penal Code to criticise the Governments’ policy of prosecutions 
in political cases on the charge of delivering seditous speeches and the 
need of discontinuing such policy).” 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: “That the demand of Rs. 85,22,000 
under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced by Re. 101 
(to raise a discussion on the present system of administration of justice).” 


Mauivi EYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86,22,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (administration of justice in some political cases).” 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of 

.Rs. 85 ,‘22,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 [(/) urgency of separation of Judicial and Executive functions, 
{ 2 ) inadequacy of judicial officers, and (J) absence of facilities for 
judicial officers in the matter of law libraries].” 


Hi)i BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
E§. 85,22,000 under the head *24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (luafease in the price of court-fee and printing charges).” 


Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Rs. 85,22,000 
under the head *24. — Administration of Justice* be reduced by Re. 1 
(policy with reference to the backward classes).” 


Rai BiliiCliir BATIBH CHANDRA MUKHARdI: “That the 
demand of B« 85,22,000 under the head *24.— AdnunistnitHm of 
Justice’ be reduced by Re. 1 (for providing a record room at Hooghly 
and lor providing electric lights and fans in the Civil and Criminal 
Courts at Hooghly).” 
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25.— Jails and Convict tottla m a nt s. 

Tha Hon’bic Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: Sir, on the 
recommendation of Hi* Excellemy the (Jovernor, 1 beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 41,90,000 be granted for exiM-nditure under the head ‘‘25.— 
Jails and Convict Sottleinenfs/’ 

Many lueinhers of this floine, I believe, are aware tliat this budget 
estimate was prejwired in January last wlien the civil disobedience move- 
ment bad not been tailed off. The grant llmt I am nou moving was on 
the basis of that estimate. Since then a truce has happily been n»ncluded 
and the civil disobedience movement lias been calle<l off. It is, therefore, 
possible to reduce the demand for jails hy a lonsitlerable amount. 
^Vithin the short time at our disjm.sal it was diffitmlt to prepare accurate 
estimates as to the amount hy which the demand for Us. 41,90,000 could 
be reducetl. Tliere are certain factors w'hich make tlie c'umpilation of 
accurate estimates at short notice somewhat difficult. On acc'ouni of 
the economic* depression there has been an increase of ordinary crime. 
From figures at our disfuisal it is necessary to allow a provision for at 
least 500 additional ordinary prisoners. It may he necessary to provide 
for more. Members of this House are also aware that in the yt'ar 1929-30 
the Government of India passed c'ertain orders changing the classification 
rules of the prisoners. iSotui after these orders came into force the civil 
disobedience movement started. It was, therefore, not possiblo to form 
an accurate estimate of the financial effec ts of the new system of classi- 
fication in a normal year, but it is extremely likely that there must Im 
some increase* of exjK*iiditure with regard to the new classification of 
ordinary pri.Honc‘is. AVe want a little more time to examine more 
accurately wdiat saving is imssiblc if happily the truce ends in peace and 
there be a complete cessation of the civil disobedienc^e movement. From 
very rough estimates that it has been possible to make within the short 
time at our disimsul, I think we can surrender Hs. 5 lakhs out of (he 
grant for Its. 41,90,0(K) that I originally tabled. If the House approves 
I can, with the leave of the Chair, amend my motion and move for a 
reduced grant. The actual amount of the surrender, however, is 
immaterial. If we can save more than Us. 5 lakhs we shall spend less 
and whatever we shall save will go in reduction of our huge deficit. 

It will appear from page 57 of the budget (the red book) that includ- 
ing the supplementarj' grant of Rs. 10,43,0()0, the net grant for jails 
during the year 1930-31 stood at Rs. 45,78,000. With the propcNied 
reduction of R«. 5 lakhs the voted portion of the grant will stand at 
Rs. 36^90,000. This will mean a total reduction of Bs. 7,56,000 from 
the current year’s budget, including the non-voted portion. 

Before I conclude 1 would like to make one point clear, namely, if 
unhappily the truce does not end in peace and the dTQ disobedience 
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movement be ajfaiii started to the imhappiness of this province I shall 
have to come up before you for an adequate grant. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 35,000 under the head “25A. — Jails — Presidency Jail — 
Temporary Watch and Ward'^ he refuged. 

I also l)eg to move that the demand of Rs. 35,000 under the head 
^*25A. — Jails — Presidency Jail — Temporary Watch and Ward’* be 
reduced by Rs, 32,000. 

Sir, on a reference to the budget estimates of 1930-31, I find that 
the artiial expenditure under this head was Rs. 1,480 in 1928-29. In 
1929-^10 the budget estimate amounted to Rs. 500, revised estimate M-as 
Rs. 2,200 and the actuals were Rs. 2.208. In 1930-31 the budget 
estimate was R.s. 7,100 and it rose to Rs. 18,000 in the revised estimate 
and the budget etsimate for 1931-32 is Rs. 35,000 f.e., nearly double 
that of the revised estimate for 1930-31 and five times that of the 
budget estimate of 1930-31. From Rs. 1,480 the actuals of 1928-21^ to 
Rs. 35,000 in 1931-32 was indeed a big jump — nearly 24 times more 
in the course of three years. In the Bengal Budget financial state- 
ment 1931-32 (page 57) it is stated that “in view of the possibility that 
the present abnormal political situation may continue next year and 
that the existing permanent and special jails will be full the estimate 
for 1931-32 has been fixed.” 

After the presentation of the budget — an event of great national 
importance — has taken place, under the Gandhi-Irwin agreement the 
jail population has been considerably reduced by the relea.'ie of 
prisoners convicted in connection with the civil disobedience movement. 
We can take it for granted that the population in the Presidency Jail 
has reverted to it« normal condition. I do not know whether there is 
any secret policy of the Government of increasing the jail population 
within the next twelve months. If not, I think there would be no 
objection to the acceptance of my proposal of doing away altogether 
with the temporary watch and ward which were meant to meet the 
abnormal conditions brought about by the civil disobedience movement. 

If that be not considered feasible, I commend my second motion 
which provides for Rs. 3,000 for the temporary watch and ward. This 
would 1^ more than double of the actuals of 1928-29 which was Rs. 1,480. 

Tilt Honnila Sir PROVASH CHANDRA HITTER: Sir, I should 
have thought that I anticipated all the arguments of Munindra 
Deb Rai Mahasai in my opening remarks and I did not expect that the 
hon*ble member would move his motions. Sir, as they have been 
moved I may remind the Council that if they would agree to accept a 
luiPP WOk eut of Bs, 5 lakhs, it would not be possible to allot the cut 
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in the maaner indicated in the various motions because that trould 
require our examination. I cannot accept a cut like this but I have 
already accepted a cut of R». 5,00,(H)0 and jmrtiim of it would 
undoubtedly come under this head, I think this would satisfy ttai 
Mahasai. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your proposals Do you want to 
introduce a cut at this stage? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: Yes. If there 
is nothing to prevent me from doing this. If Uie House would agree, 
perhaps we can do at this stage but if the Iltmse wants to discuNS all 
the items I had better wait till the end. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it should be moved by some other 
Member of Government. 


Mr. R. H. HUTCHINGS: Should T l»e in order in moving an 
amendment to the original motion moved by tlie Hoirble Meml^erdn* 
charge that the demand be passed less Hs. o,(KbO<MI. 

Tha HonHilf Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If tin re are 

other cuts however, then I cannot agree to tliis rc<lmtion of 
Rs. but if the House would MipiM)it me, then T agree to this 

cut. 


Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Am I to understand that the Hon’hle Member is not prepare<i to make 
this cut unless all the other motions for cuts aie witlolrawn. 

Tht HoiilMi Sir PROVASH CHANDRA MITTER: No. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T think I would have it this way. T^ct Sir 
Provash Mitter’s motion stand as it is at present and let us pna-eed to 
the discussion of motions for the reduetion of definite items within 
the grant in question, as a motion for the reduction of a grant as a 
whole cannot be moved till those have been dealt with. Mr. Hutchings* 
motion may lie in alwyance. 

MUNINORA DEI RAI MAHASAI I 1 beg leave of the nou>e to 
withdraw my motions. 

Th# motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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Mr. R. MAITI! I beg to move that the demand of IU« 10,54,000 
under the head “25A. — Jails — Central Jails’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(grievances of the prisoners particularly political prisoners, regarding 
diet, accommodation, insufihcient oil for rubbing their l)ody, no provi- 
sion for mosquito curtains in these jails in the malarious districts and 
treatment by the authorities). 

Sir, my motion is a very plain one and it speaks for itself. I'he 
grievances as enumerated in my motion are of frequent occurrence in 
the jail and every jail visitor is well acquainted with them. These 
are not all. There are still plenty more. 

Sir, I need hardly add that these grievances are real and legitimate 
but the authorities always seem to turn deaf ears to them, though 
repeated demands have been made by the members of this House for 
immediate removal of the grievances of the prisoners, Keferejice to 
non-official jail visitors’ inspection report will substantiate the (diarge 
that I am making to-day against the department by bringing in this 
motion before the House. 

Sir, apathetic and indifferent attitude of the Government in these 
matters has on many occasions h'd to a situation wdiich the outliorities 
did not hesitate for a moment to term as serious disturbances in the 
jail and for which the authorities had to take immediate steps by way 
of punishment. As an instance of it, I wull here particularly refer to 
an incident that happened in the Midnapore Central Jail in tlie month 
of August last. Political prisoner.^ who were located there ut that 
time had placed some of their grievances before tbe jail authorities, 
but when they found that the authorities were taking no action for 
removing their grievances, they made up their mind to register their 
protest by not going inside their ward, while reuiaiuiug outside within 
an enclosed space attached to the ward. Their only fault was to 
record their feeling of disapproval against the indifferent attitude of the 
Government by way of a protest in a perfe{dly non-voilent manner. 
But it was soon met with a violent action on the part of the authorities 
at dead hottr of night. Prisoners were mercilessly beaten with canes 
and batons by the District Magistrate, Superintendent of Police and 
some of the jail staff. Three or four days after the incident when I 
visited the jail, I found plenty of red marks on the back, as well as on 
the other parts of the body of many prisoners with some bleeding 
wounds. Again, as a sort of further punishment they were not 
allowed to be treated by the doctors till then. This is a sort of 
treatment jAe prisoners are getting very often inside the jails at the 
hands of the authorities. Nothing could be more inhuman than this. 

Sir, as regards the other grievances of the prisoners I need not say 
much as many other speakers have dwelt on them at a great length 
on many occasions in this House. But I will lay special emphosk on 
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need of mosquito curtains for the prisoners, especially in malarious 
districts. It is well known that mosquitoes are found in jereat 
abundance in malarious districts. In onler to avoid mosquito bites 
the prisoners sometimes have to make arranjrements among themselves 
for warding off the pest by appointing a batch of them who will have 
to keep watch over the rest thioughout the whole night. This is how 
they have to spend their nights inside the jail. 

Sir, as to their diet, it is always considered by the prisoners to be 
unfit for human consumption. At times too many pristmers are actoiu- 
modated in a place, the maximum capacity of which is for much less. 
Only a few drops of musturd oil are given io theju to rub their lody 
with and that is again only once a week, (^>nsequeutly the prisoners 
have to suffer at times from itehes and various other skin diseases. T 
would therefore urge that the authorities should removt* these 
grievances at once. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to <*ominpnd my motion to the 
acceptance of this House. 


645 p.m. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, I heg to move that the demand of 
Rs. ‘1,95,000 under the head ‘'25A. — Jails — Subsidiary jails’* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (want <if proper ai‘commodation and fooding and 
clothing of tlie convicts and prisoners). 

Sir, the object behind this motion is to ventilate the grievances of 
the inmates of the subsidiary jails through this (^miirul and to bring 
them to the notice of the proper authorities. Sir, I know' that the 
ventilation of grievances through this Council will not bring them 
any relief, but I have made it a point to bring these to the notiie of 
the authorities year after year, so that I shall tire them and make 
them take steps to remedy these inconveniences. Sir, need I say that 
the inmates of the subsidiary jails really suffer from great imon- 
veniencesP If instances are needm!, I would cite the case of the 
Eurigram sulvjaii. This jail is a very small one having accommoda- 
tion for only 15 prisoners, but in norma) times we find that there are 
as many as 50 prisoners housed there, and in abnormal times 7tl to 
100 prisoners are accommodated there; that is to say where there is 
accoramodation for only 15 prisoners, even in normal times some 50 
priaoners are housed there. So you can easily understand what 
inconvenience is felt by the inmates of the jail on that account. Now, 
if the. jail authorities are not in a position to extend the subsidiary 
jail at Eurigram, then it is a matter for Government to consider 
whether they should not issue instructions to the judiciary to convict 
a lees number of people. 
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Then, as regards the feeding and clothing of the prisoners, if yoil 
look to the food and clothes supplied to the convicts you will find that 
these are not what they ought to be. So my suggestion to the jail 
authorities is that they should lose no time to remove the grievances 
of the prisoners at Eurigram. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Hiji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Bs. 36,06,500 under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (diet of 
the third class prisoners),” 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD HOtSAIN: ' That the demand of 
Bs. 41,90,000 under the head ‘25. — Jails and Convict Settlements’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (beddings and clothings supplied to the convicts).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 41,90,0(K) under the head ”25. — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100 (urgency of supplying mosKiuito 
curtains to all classes of prisoners specially in the malaria districts and 
supplying mustard oil to those who are accustomed to use it Wfore theit 
bath and also to draw attention to the limitations under which non- 
official visitors to jails have to work). 

Sir, the prisoners are after all human beings and need be carefully 
looked after. The mosquito pest is not only troublesome and a cause 
of constant annoyance and sleeplessness but also affects the health of 
the prisoners. If one has got to believe in the mosquito theory that 
mosquitoes help to spread malaria, I think mosquito curtains should 
be supplied to all classes of prisoners specially in the malaria districts. 
The Government has got certain responsibilities in looking after the 
health and comforts of the prisoners ns far as practicable within the 
prison w’alls. The malaria poison is none the less dangerous at least to 
thPae who have lost the power of resistance to its attack. The Hon’ble 
Member muy take a plea of the stringency of funds. This should not 
stand in the way of supplying mosquito (mrtains to the prisoners. 
Health is the first thing needful and the State has got absolutely no 
right to undermine the health of the prisoners. It should be its chief 
concern in the discharge of its duties aud responsibilities. 

As we all know, Sir, the popular adage **Teley Jaley BanyalV * — 
people, however poor, are accustomed to rub mustard oil over their 
bodies before bath. Acconling to our Ayurvedic science, the rubbing 
of mustard oil all over the body is a preventive to skin diseases, apart 
from its other 'metlicinal effects on the body. The general complaint 
of the prisoners is the want of a little quantity of mustard oil before 
bath. I have noted this grievance in the complaint register main- 
tained in the Serampore Subsidiary Jail but no steps appear to bawn 
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imn taken thereon. Sir, I am a nou-ol!icial visitor to the Hooirhly 
Diatrict Jail and to the Seramjwre Subsidiary Jail. I should like to 
draw attention of the Hon^ble Member to the limitations under which 
aon«official visitors to jails have to work* In 19110, only one day was 
allotted to me in the roster of the Hoojrhly District Jail and that was 
probably the 29th of December last. As I was invited to deliver a 
speech at the first All-Asia Educational Conference held at Benares 
during the Chistnias holidays, I could not avail myself of the 
opportunity of visiting the jail on that day. I therefore wTote to the 
District Magistrate to allot a day for iny visit bef<»re the budget 
discussions in the Council, rnfortunately he did not cure to favour 
me with a reply even. Although I wrote to him not to allot any day 
in Christmas week as my time during those days are generally occupied 
with heavy public engagements outside Bengal, but to my .'•urprise I 
find a day in Christmas week has again been fixed in the roster for 
1931. In the wliole of tlie year 1931, I shall gci the oj>j>ortunity of 
visiting the district jail only tlirice. So far as the Serampore 
Subsidiary^ Jail is concerned visits are allowed oftener in the roster. 
This is a small jail and very few c<mvi<‘ts are detaine<l here. MijsI of 
tlie inmates are under-trials. Sir, 1 should like to refer to aiudher 
* matter. The roster for January, February and March, 1931, of 
Serampore Sub-jail was received by me on the 17th March last. I hold 
the roster and the envelope here. Is it not a mockery to issue notices 
for attendance of Jnnuary-February at the end of March? I pause 
for a reply. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to support the 
motion of Kazi Emdadiil Hoque so far as subsidiary jails are concerned. 
As a non-official visitor of the Raiiaghat Jail in my difitrict I l»nve my 
own experience which is that the accommodation in these jail-* is very 
inadequate. In fact, when I visited the Kanaghat Jail few' months 
back I found that there were only two nKnns — one for male convicts 
and under-trial prisoners and the other for females. On the day I 
made the visit one of the male convicts was sxiffering front a very 
loathsome disease and the difficulty was that he had to be put in tha 
tame room with other under-trial and convict prisoners. The jail 
doctor himself admitted that this was an undesirable state of things, 
but he said he was helpless. I made a remark in the Visitors’ Book to 
that effect, but I do not know what has happened. The acx'ominodation 
is really inadequate and one can very well imagine the evil conse^iuences 
of putting under-trial and convict prisoners together and with them 
persons suffering from loathsome disea.ses in the same room. 


Mr. R. H. HUTCHINCiS Sir, with regard to the remarks which 
have just been made about the accommodation of under-trial prisoners 
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Mr« MARENDRA KUMAR BASUs 1 conipiained of one 1*00111 
being allotted for both under-trial and convicted prisoners. 

Mft Rt Ht HUTCHINCSs Quite so. Government are well aware of 
the fact that our accommodation for under-trial prisoners is, under the 
present circumstances of the province, quite inadequate. I look up 
this question when I was Superintendent of the Alipore Jail and since 
then this matter has been constantly before the Inspector-General of 
Prisons and Government. All I can say is that the remedy lies in 
entering U|K)n a very extensive building programme. There is no 
other w’ay out of it. The accommodation at present available is not 
sufficient and it can only be remedied by building additional wanls and 
providing additional accommodation in the sub-jails. As pointed out 
by Mr. Xarendra Kumar Basu. it is most desirable that under-trial 
prisoners should be segregated from criminals. It is mseless for i:s to 
insist on segregation of the different cla.sses of prisoners when adequate 
accommodation is not available. If under-trial prisoners were all 
indiscriminately mixed up with convicts, then pei’son.s who jnight he 
innocent and whose guilt had not been established, might be 
contaminated by persons with 30 previous convictions. We have a very 
extensive programme of new’ building schemes, and as far as possible* 
we are prepared to go forward w^ith the schemes, but w'e have been met 
all along by the reply that funds are not available for the purpose. In 
spite of this we got estimates prepared for some of the sclieiims, hut 
funds have not been allotted for them this year. Tlie estimates 
amounted to a very considerable sum of money. 

Mr. NAREHDRA KUMAR BASU: What is the date of the 

earliest scheme.'^ 

Mr, R. H. HUTCHINGS. I am afraid I cannot say. It is a long 
list. 

♦Sir, I shall take the opportunity now to reply to Miinindra Deb 
Bai Mahasai, who complained about what he called the limitations of 
official visitors. The ineinher complained that because his name was 
not on the roster, he was prevented from visiting the jail. For the 
information of the member I should like to quote the rule on the subject. 
Buie 64 of the Jail Code lays down that a loster should be prepared 
for weekly visits to the jail so as to give each resident official visitor 
and each non-official visitor his due turn. It goes on to say: “Besides 
making visits in accordance w ith the roster, a visitor of the jail is 
authorised visit it at any other time,” That is laid down in black 
and white in the Jail Co<le. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAiAl: The Raja Bahadur of 
Nashipur had (he same difficulty with regard to the Berbampore Jail. 
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Hft R« H. HUTCHIIiCS: I am quoting from the Bulea of 
and Superintendence of Jails in Bengal. By an 
insertion of the 14th August, 1925, these words were added : '^B^ideo 
making visits in accordance with the roster a visitor of the jail is 
authorised to visit it at any time/’ That disposes of my friend’s 
complaint. If unfortunately the days allotted to him are inconvenient, 
I would suggest that he might visit the jail on days which might l>e 
convenient to him. He might also inform the District Miigistrate of 
the days on which it would he convenient for him to visit the Jail 


Adjourfimant. 

The Council wa> then adjourned till d p.m., on Ttiesday, the 24th 
March, 1931, at the Couiu il Houm*, Calcutta. 
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ProoMlingi of tho Bangil Logiitetfvo Ootmcll issonMMofl mndir tBi 
provitions of tho Covornmont of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houae, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 24th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 

Mr. President (the Ilou’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudiiuiu, kt., of Santosh), in the Cliair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three HoiCble Ministers and 111 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Shooting inoidont at Nilphamari. 

M56. Mauivi H ASSAM ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that there was a shooting incident at Nilphamari in the district 
of Rang|»ur on the occasion of the Shuraswati jmja festival in J’anuary, 
1931 K 

(b) If the answer to clause (Vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what were the circumstances lending to the 
ordei-H of shooting P 

(c) Is it a fact that the firing took place in the presence of the 
local Subdivisionnl Officer and under his orders? 

{(!) How many persons were killed and how many of them were 
Mussnlmans and how many Hindus? 

(e) Is it a fact that some Mussalmans are missing in consequence 
of the firing? 

(/) What were tho circumstances, if any, justifying the Subdivi- 
sional Officer to order firing upon the mob? 

(g) Have the (Jovemment held any inquiry into the mattorf If 
• 0 , what ii the result? 
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(tte HMfM 

Mr. W* 0. R. Prtntm): (a) Yes. 

(h) The “Utshahi Hindu phyMcal club of Nilphamari- 

was taking a duly authorised procession through Nilphaniari town 
accompanied by 13 police officers and men and was about to pass a large 
mosque in the main street of the town outside the recognised hours 
of prayer which were embodied in an order issued in 1928 after wn- 
eultation with the local Muhammadan leaders. As soon as the proces* 
sionists and the escorting jiolice arrived at the mosque bricks were 
showered on them by Muhammadans fnmi the top of the mo8r|ue and 
both sides of the road. TMthi» were thrown and a determined attack 
was launched on the pnx'ession by u crowd of ulxnit 2,000 Muham- 
madans. A number of armed j)olice weie lining the route near the 
mosque, and seventeen of tliese men and of the escorting police were 
hit by missiles. The bx'al officers and jjolice did all in their jK>wer to 
stop the riot but to no purpose, hinally, when tbe police were in 
dangei of being overwhelmed, the armed foiTe withdrew and fomiMd 
up at a little distance from the mob, where they continued to be 
|ielted with bricks and other missiles. The Subdivisional Officer who 
had gone ahead of the procession and previously warned the Muham- 
madans at the mosque then ordered fire to be opened. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) One Muhammadan was killed. 

(e) Government have no such information. 

if) Vide answer to (5). 

(g) The District Magistrate held an inquiry under rule 778 of 
Vrdume I of the Police Regulations, Bengal, and held that the firing 
was justified. This finding was supported by the Commissioner of the 
Division and has lieen accepted by Government. 

MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’hle Member be 
pleased to state from whom was the report received regarding the death 
of this Muhammadan? 

TIm Hor’IiI# Mr. W. 0. II. PRENTICE l Both from the Commis- 
sioner and the District Magistrate. 

MiUlvi EYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased ter state whether the report refers only to this Muhammadan? 

Tim MMi*tilt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOi: If you will look at (g), 
you will see that the District Magistrate held an inquiry* 
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Bankura Madiaal Sehoel. 

•1S6. Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local .Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether he is aware of the financial stringency of the Bankura 
Medical School which has been doing laudable work for the prepara- 
tion of medical practitioners of the rural areas; 

(ii) whether any grant in aid for the school has been sanctioned for 

1931 ^ 2 ; 

(Hi) If the answer to (u) be in the affirmative, what is the amount 
that has been sanctioned? 


MINISTER in eharge of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon'blo Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (i) Government 
have no doubt that, were further financial resources available, the 
valuable work already being done by this School would have a wider 
range. 

(u) No. 

(in) Does not arise. 

Bahu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any grant has been sanc- 
tioned for the previous years? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. 


Narail Looal Board. 

MS7. Mr. K. 0. RAY OHAUDHURIt Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the last three years — 

(t) the names of the Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and members of the 
Narail local board; 

(ii) the amount drawn by each of them as travelling allowances; and 
(ni) the place from which the charge was made? 
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Hon'bte Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINDH ROYt (t) to {Hi) A 
statement giving these particulars is laid on the table* 

Statement referred to in the answer to starred question \o. 267 . 

1921-2S. 

1. Maulvi Nur* Muhammad, Chairman. Local Bmml, Narail — 
Bs. 106-12. 

2. Maulvi Waliar Bahman, Vice-Chainuan, Local Board, Narail-« 
Bs. 39. 

3. Maulvi AIkIuI Gani, Member (Goalbitthan) — Bs. 52-4. 

4. Maulvi AImIuI Jabbar Talukdnr, Memlier (Nawopara) — Bs. 207-8. 

5. Babu Debendra Nath Biswas, MemW (Chapoil) — Bs. 175-8. 

6. Babu Basik Lai Boy, Memlier (Pakhimara) — Bs. 95. 

7. Maulvi Mossuruff Hossain, Member (Lahuria)- Ra. 78. 

1928- 29. 

1. Maulvi Nur Muhammad, Chairman, Local Board, Narail — 
Bs. 64-6. 

2. Maulvi Waliar Bahman, Vice-Chairman, Local Boiii*d, Narail — 
Bs. 189-6. 

3. Maulvi Abdul Jabbar Talukdar, Member (Nawaiwrn) — Bs. 124. 

4. Babu Kiran Chandra Sen, Member (Jessore) — Bs. 90-2. 

5. Babu Debendra Nath Biswas, Member (Chapail) — Bs. 331. 

6. Babu Basik T^l Boy, Member (Pakhimani) — Bs. 142-8. 

7. Maulvi Mozaharuddin, Member (Tona) — Bs. 121. 

8. Maulvi Syed Mossaraff Hossain, Meml>er (Lahuria)- -Bs. 117, 

1929- 30. 

1. Maulvi Nur Muhammad, Chairman, Local Board, Narail — 
Bs. 208. 

2. Maulvi Waliar Bahman, Vice-Cliainiian, Local Board, Narail — 
Rs. 294-5. 

3. Babu Ik$bendra Nath Biswas, Member (Chapail) — B«. 176-4. 

4. Maulvi Mossaraff Hoasain, Member (Lahuria) — Ba. 117. 

5. Maulvi Mosaharuddin, Member (Tona) — Ra. 58. 

6. Babu Rasik Lai Boy, Member (Pukhuria) -Ra. 170-12. 

7. Babu Kiran Chandra Sen, Member (Jessore) — Be. 121-8. 

8. Maulvi Abdul Jabbar Talukdar, Member (Nawapara)— 
£a. 103-12. 



Qmmom. l2Mt MAicn, 

Khan Bahadur Matliai AIKUL HAQUf : Will the Hon’ble 

he pleaded to state wbetlier iu view of the fact that this matter 
coneeruH the district board alone, this should form the subject matter 
of a question iu Council? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This question 
has been admitted by you, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You are not putting? a supplementary question 
hut you are raising a point of order insidiously? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes, I consider it an 
abuse and takinjr undue advantap-e ot a ])rivile^e to bring matters 
which are solely the concern of the district board before this House 
and also to try and obtain information. 

BahU dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is asking the names of the 
chairmen and vice-<'bairmen taking an undue advantage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If your action is clearly to dispute the pro- 
priety of the Chair in admitting tbi.s (juestion, wliy did you go about 
if in this roundabout fashion? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I do not ({uestion the 
right of the Chair. I say that this question ought in the first instance 
to have been referred to the local board. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 vvljolly disapprove Khan 
Bahadur's action, but I may tell him that Ite is entirely wrong in 
thinking that the question was out of order. 


Unttarrad Quastiont 

(anawars to whioh wort laid on tho tablo). 

DMomi Sj. Ambion ChalurMHirtly. 

SS« Mauivi HASSAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether Sj. 
Aml^ca Chakraburtty, an undertrial prisoner in the Chittagong conspi- 
racy case, was detained at Cy cotta on his way to the Suri Jail? 

(h) Is it a fact that he has been suffering from tuberculosis? 

(c) What medical aid has been given to him? 

(#1) Is it n fact that he was taken to the Police Hospital for examina* 
lion of the wounds received by him at the hands of the police? 
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If) Is it a foct — 

(0 that he was beaten on his chest hy the Chittagong^ Polioa 
immediately after his airest from a village in Chittagoof i 
and 

(tt) that he got tuberculosis as u result of the said physical injury f 
» 

(f) Is it a fact that he was made to travel with no warm clothingl on 
while being taken to the Suri JailP 

ig) Is it a fact that be has been {daced in Division III as an under* 
trial prisoner? 

MEMBER in cfiirga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (ttio Hon’blo 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentioo): (o) and {h) Yes. 

(c) He has l)een i)la(*e(l in a ward in the Suri Jail which the 
Superintendent wmsiders “as good as any Tubercular Ward in any 
Tubercular Sanitarium. “ 

(/I) On 8th November, 19J10, he was examined in the Police Hosintal 
and a scar about six months old was found on his forehead which 
might have been caused by a bullet. 

(f) (i) and (ti) No. 

(/) No. He had ample clothing of his own and refused a jail 
blanket. 

(g) No. Division II. 

Babtf dITENDRALAL BANNERdEES Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to slate whether Suri is regarded as one of the healthiest 
places in Bengal? 

Tflo HoiPiilo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware. 

Mr. tHANTI tHEKHAREtWAR RAYl Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Sari is recognised as a sanitarium f 

Th. Hm'IH. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE t Prisoners who are 

suffering from tuberculosis ere, I em told, ordinarly sent to Suri. 

MM dITENORALAL CANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether be has any knowledge of whet is regarded 
M healthy ^acea in BengalP 

Tk. NMPhl. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTtOSt I am afraid 1 am not is 

• charge of the Jails Department. 

MM dlTENORALAL SANNERdlit Is not the Hon’ble Member 
ablo to Mwwer uy queatioas regarding thia? 


17 



[Mfv ItAiiqip 


41S Qvmmm, 

nm Hmi'M Mr. W. D. R, RRtNTIOIl No. 

Mauivi SYIO MAJID BAKtMs WiU tlie Hom’lilo Momber be 
pleaied to state who is responsiblef 

The Heil’IM# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Distnct Magistrate. 

Mauivi EYED MAJID BAKtH: Will the H<yn’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he is a medical man? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Communal tension at Niipliamari. 

9C. Eabu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the communal tension is still very high in the Nilphamari 
subdivision and has spread to the village areas? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Hindu merchants and shopkeepeis of 
NilpJiamari town are being prevented from going to the village fairs 
and hati by the miscreants ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of those who dared to go to the fairs and 
hats were assaulted, their articles looted and they were compelled to 
flee away to the town F 

(d) Is it a fau^t that in the market and hats of Ramganj, Babrijhar 
and other places, Hindu shopkeepers of Nilphamari have been practi- 
cally ejected from their market sheds and these sheds of Hindu shop- 
keepers have been forcibly occupied hy the local Muhammadan 
shoj^eepers and are still now in their possession? 

(e) If the answer to (a), (6) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps are being taken by 
the Oovernment to restore peace and order in the locality? 

Tho Hou*Wo Mf. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No. There is natur- 
ally some nervousness in the subdivision, but the village areas are 
unaffected. 

(6) No. 

(o) At Kellabari hot some hooligans rifled one or two shops hut 
were soon put to flight by the Hindus and Muhammadans of the 
locality. No other cases of assault or looting and no cases of merchants 
or shopkeepers being compelled to flee away to the town have been 
reported. 

(d) No. 

(#) Does not aiioe. 
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•Mtai MKlir flttlt flA if Hit tMitl LigMifivi OmmII Ritlii 
rigiMhig hHgoiitioii «f an afWtiiiial Mf m tilt 

Mr* P. N. QUHA: Mr. President, Sir, 1 would like to mike i little 
ckinge in the Wording of my motion. In the fourth line of the motion 
for the words ^^other than that from Aden** the words ^*ind to give i 
rebate to Aden merchants" should be substituted. My motion will 
then read as follows: — 

"This Council considers the proposal of the Oovemment of India 
to impose a further duty of 4^ annas per maund on all imported salt 
and to give a rehate to Adep. merchant^ unjust and inequitable and 
calculated to throw an unfair burden on the people of Bengal and so 
enters an emphatic protest against the proposal and requests the 
Government of Bengal immediately to urge the Government of India 
to abandon it." 

This has Wen found neres.sary on account of the fact that in the 
first instance the Government of India will collect this new duty 
from 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have no objection to the alteration you pro? 
pose, 

Mr. P. N. CUN A: Sir, 1 accordingly beg to move it in the altered 
form. 

Sir, salt is the only article without the help of which no human 
being can either swallow his food or carry on his existence and it is 
consequently the most important thing in the world. The question in 
connection with this indispensable article of food has been agitating 
the people of India for the last 12 months. A shrewd man as he is, 
Mr. Gandhi had no difficulty in realising the fact that the question of 
salt was the only question over which the dumb millions of India 
could be made interested and certainly this was the reason which 
induced him to select salt as the chief plank of the cinl disobedience 
movement and Indian nationalism. I shall not enter into any dis- 
cussion about the merits and demerits of civil disobedience, but I cannot 
help expressing the opinion that if a crusade against anything could 
make the people at large enthusiastic at all, it was certainly a crusade 
against the salt law. I mention this only to establish the fact that salt 
is an arUde in which every man, whatever his caste, creeds religion, 
social status or politics may be, is vitally interested. Aad it is this 
interest which has prompted me to raise the alarm that I have in the 
shape of the motion before the House. Sir, I am not going either to 
recapitulate the history of the legislation in oonneciion with the salt 
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or tall the painfnl itory about the extinction of the salt industry in 
India, particularly in Bengal. Volumes have alrea4y been written 
and volumes will hereafter be written on it. I will begin with the 
position we are now in. 

India in general and Bengal in particular is dependent on salt 
imported from other countries. This is a misfortune in itself, but we 
would probably have not felt the misfortune so keenly if we could get 
our salt at a price in which its foreign manufacturers would be able to 
sell it to us at a profit. That possibility has vanished on account of 
the duty that our bankrupt and unsympathetic Government have 
imposed on all salt imported into India from foreign countries. We 
have, for a number of years, been paying a price for an ounce of salt 
much more than what its importers should legitimately have been 
satisfied with. The Government of India have got their eyes on the 
poor man’s salt constantly fixed and they never miss an opportunity 
to tax it. Sir, the tax from salt was raised only a few years back and 
now a proposal has been put forward to increase it still further by 4i 
annas on every maund of salt. This, Sir, is really the last straw on 
the back of the camel. 

It was on July 25th, 1929, that the Government of India issued 
a resolution asking the Indian Tariff Board to inquire and report 
^Vhether it was desirable in the national interests that steps should 
be taken to encourage the production of salt in India suitable for con- 
sumption and, if so, the measures necessary to do that.” The report 
of the Board was published in November last; it is a lengthy report 
and I will deal only with the portion in which the case of Bengal has 
been discussed. Sir, those who had carefully studied the report of the 
Tariff Board would admit that the members tried their level best to 
find out ways and means by which the people of Bengal could get their 
salt at a cheaper rate. But it is an irony of fate that the Board while 
dealing with the case of Bengal forgot the principle of the terms of 
their reference. The Government of India asked them to find out 
measures necessary to encourage the manufacture of salt in India, and 
In the ordinary course of their investigation they should have examined 
the question of the possibility of the revival of the salt industry in 
Bengal. They did nothing of the sort ; they clean forgot the existence 
of the Bay of Bengal and kept their eyes shut against the history of 
{he growth, development and finally the extinction of the vast salt 
industry in Bengal. Not a word is found anywhere in the report about 
the possibility' of making Bengal self-contained and independent of 
other sources in connection with her necessary salt. The Board took 
it for granted that Bengal would have to depend on supplies from out- 
ride for all time to come and making this the starting point, the Board 
dhvoted its attention to ascertain the party which should have the 
l^rivilage of sucking the blood of Bengal. 



lir, the Tariff Board found that Bengal re<iuired approzimataly 
five hundred thousand tons of salt, t.e., 135 lakhs of maunds, and 
these were supplied mainly by foreign (^untries and on a small scale 
by Okha, Karachi and Aden. I need not tell the House that from time 
immemorial the Bengali people, rich and pcH>r, Hindus and Muasal- 
mans, have been accustomed to use hne white salt only. The Tariff 
Board also knew that as well as the fact that the present production 
of fine white salt in India proper was inconsiderable. 


The Tariff Boar<l found that out of 50(t,(XHl tons of salt consumed 
in Bengal, Aden supplied 170,(MK) tons and Karachi and Okha pnly 
25, (HH) tons. So it is found that Bengal was ImjuiuI to consume at least 

300.000 tons of foreign s^lt. The Tariff Board has expressed the 
opinion that the maximum <»utput of Karachi and Okha shall at no 
time exceed 150,000 tons and that of Aden 180, (KK) tons; so if Bengal 
consumes the total output of Aden, Karachi and Okha, she will still 
have to depend on foreign supplies for about 200,000 tons a year, and 
even a duty of two annas per maund was considered unjust by the 
Tariff Board. I shall cpiole the wording of the report: “A duty of two 
annas per maund is sure to be burdened with an annual amount of 
about Its. 20 lakhs and that in order ti» allow Okha and Karachi to 
place in the (^alcutta market an output which to-day does not exceed 

25.000 tons, but may in future amount to 147,000 tons. Taking the 
value of salt according to the present import price at approximately 
Rs. 15 ex-ship, the annual payment by the Bengal consumers will far 
exceed the value of Indian salt likely to be pnnluced at Okha and 
Karachi for many years.’' The Board add further. “Considering the 
limited extent to which the national interests w’ould he served by the 
establishment of the salt industry' at Okha and Karachi, it would be 
entirely unreasonable to expe< t the consumers in Bengal to shoulder a 
burden of this magnitude.’’ Yet, Sir, this burden is being thrown 
on us by the Government of India. The Tariff Board was strongly 
against any increase in duty and they suggesteil other means. One 
of them was to reduce the railway freight for carrying salt to Bengal 
from Samhar and other places inside India. This the Government has 
not done. Another suggestion was the establishment of a Marketing 
Board. Sir, this is neither the time nor the place to enter iiiUi u 
discussion of the prof>osaI of the establishment of a Marketing Board, 
All that I need say is that it has not yet been establbhed and. in fact 
no effect has yet been given to the recommendation of the Tariff 
Board. On the contrary, the Government of India is going to do the 
Tory thing which the Tariff Board repeatedly asked them not to do. 
The Tariff Board considered that even a rise of two annas on the duty 
would be unbearable for Bengal. And the Government of India, in 
spite of the recommendation, is going to impose a duty of 4| annas 
per manud. Could anything be more preposterous than thisf 
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Now, Sir, many members of the House will probably wonder Kow 
and why the OoTemment of India took this extraordinary course. It 
was indeed a novel procedure. A few days ago the Legislative 
Assembly, at the instance of the Government of India, appointed a 
committee to examine the report of the Tariff Board. It should not 
be forgotten that the report of the Tariff Board was the result of a 
Tesolution of the Government of India and in the ordinary course of 
procedure the Government of India themselves ought to have examined 
the report and if they decided to take action in any direction, then it 
was their duty to go up to the Assembly with concrete proposals. But 
here the Government of India without expressing themselves one way 
or the other got a committee appointed by the Assembly to examine 
the report. The fact need not be overlooked that the members of the 
Tariff Board who examined the question of the salt were all experts 
and a committee of laymen were appointed to examine the 
recommendation of these experts. Could anything more ridiculous be 
thought of? Now it is this committee which, by a majority, has 
recommended the imposition of a duty which will cost Bengal and 
Bengal alone a sum of about Rs. 35 lakhs. And what will be done 
with this money? It has been recommended that this sum of Bs. 35 
lakhs will have to be earmarked for fostering the salt industry in 
Northern India. That is the distinct recommendation of the 
committee. The committee was composed of seven or eight members 
and there were four members from Bengal, Mr. Heathcote, Mr. 
Morgan, Mr. Satyendranath Mitra and Mr. Charu Chandra Biswas. 
Mr. Heathcote and Mr. Morgan represent European interests. 
Mr. Biswas represents the citizens of Calcutta and Mr. Mitra, the 
Hindus of the Rajshahi and Chittagong Divisions. Messrs. 
Heathcote, Morgan and Biswas put in a very able protest against this 
entire levy, but Mr. Mitra has sided with the Board. 

Sir, the pity of the whole thing is that the Assembly Committee has 
not thought it necessary to recommend the reduction of railway freight 
for the purpose of enabling Bengal to get Sambar and other salt at a 
cheaper price. If that had been done, we could have certainly used 
indigenous salt at a considerably lower price. We know further that 
they have disapproved of the proposal for the establishment of a 
Marketing Board, but they have urged the imposition of a duty which 
has been so much dreaded of by the Tariff Board. It will be seen, 
therefore, that the main proposal is to raise a special duty on all 
imported salt. The recommendations, if given effect to, will mean 
Ihat money realised from Bengal will be utilised for the benefit of the 
four sait»manufacturin|g concerns in Aden of which three are run bj 
Indians and one by an Italian, which is the largest. It will be seen 
that the Assembly Committee has set aside all the lecomn&endations 
of the Tariff Board and done the very thing that the Tariff Board* in 
the intercnts of Beh^l, decided should not be done. No uaalnl 



inupdie will be aerred by peeping behind the screen and unyeiling the 
unholy conspiracy entered into by the Government of India and the 
capitalists of other provinces. The outstanding fact is that the 
Bombay capitalists are to gain at the expense of Bengal. 

Sir, I may tell the House that the object of helping the indigenous 
salt industry might have been well served if the Government of India 
had given direct bounty to the manufacturers of Karachi and Okha and 
even of Aden, if thought desirable. Such bounty from the purse of 
the Central Government would have to be shared by all the provinoes 
and Bengal would certainly have borne her share with pleasure. The 
case is now wholly otherwise, for the proposal of bounty will compel 
Bengal and Bengal alone to pay the Bombay capitalists. This is unjust, 
unfair and inequitable and Bengal will not tolerate it. 

Sir, my own idea is, and I believe my friends here will agree with 
me in thinking, that the grievance of the people of Bengal with regard 
to the salt will not be removed till the salt is allowed to be manufaotmad 
in this province. Turning to the salts produced at Sambar and elsewhere 
in India, it is a well known fact that they are neither white nor of tha 
quality prepared in Bengal; yet I believe that the patriotism of our 
people would have induced them to use these salts if they could be had 
at a cheaper rate. That is, however, not possible till the railway 
freight is very considerably reduced. There is no indication that the 
Railway Board will even in the near future consider this matter. 
Consequently we in Bengal must remain dependent on salt that may 
come to our ports by sea. Sir, the figures I have quoted must have 
convinced the House that we shall not be able to do away with the 
foreign salt even if we consume the entire output of Karachi, Okha 
and Aden. Therefore Bengal must take her definite stand against any 
rise in the duty on foreign salt and we do so to-day specially to lodge 
our emphatic protest against the attempt that is being made to help 
the Bombay capitalists with the money of the poor millions of Bengal* 
The duty on salt had been considered most unfair at all times and we 
have been protesting against it all our lives specially for the reason 
that it is a burden even on the poorest of poor. We lodge our proteet 
once again and we ask the local Government to inform the Government 
of India that we are unable to pay even a pice more. 

Sir, in conclusion, I would request the Government of Bengal to 
take special note of the fact that the agitation started about a year 
back over the question of the manufacture of salt has not yet completely 
•nbaided. There is every chance of its revival if the salt is made dearer 
still. The* Government of India should be told very plainly that the 
Bengal raiyats are almost sure to recommence the manufacture of salt 
if the burden is thrust on them. That again brings in a condition which 
will pleese nobody and which the Government of Bengal may find it 
diftoiilt to cope with. It is for this reason, if for nothing i^, that 
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the local Government should press the Oovemment of India hard to 
drop the proposal of this unjust and unfair levy. With these obserra* 
tions I put forward my motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. C. C« COOPER: Mr. President, Sir, it is my privilege on 
behalf of the European group to accord our wholehearted support to 
the motion before the House. 

I am informed that in one quarter at least this motion will be 
opposed, the argument to be producod being that it is a tax on Liverpool 
salt, and therefore to the beneht of India. Such an argument will 
not stand investigation being entirely sentimental and idealistic, and 
therefore most impracticable. 

I want to make it quite clear at the outset that my party do not 
support this motion on selfish grounds; that we support the motion 
because we object to a penalty being imposed on Liverpool salt. 

With all the emphasis at my command, I say such is not our motive. 

We care nothing from whence the salt comes, but we do care very 
much that the people of Bengal should be made subject to this 
iniquitous tax, and the House can rely on the wholehearted support of 
the European Group in the effort to stay its imposition. 

The Select Committee recommended that a duty of 4J annas should 
be imposed on all salt (Indian and Foreign) imported by sea into 
British India. 

Thai n rebate of the same amount be granted on imported Indian 
salt. Th is has not been adopted, the additional duty being collected 
on foreign salt only and not on Indian or Aden. 

The advance of duty means an increase of about Rs. 43 lakhs in 
the price of salt to Bengal, out of which a very large proportion will 
go directly into the pockets of the Aden manufacturers. I would like 
tp supplement the figures given by the mover — 

Sir, the total annual imports of salt into Bengal average 500 to 
550,000 tons per year. 

The average imports of Aden for ten years ending 1929-30 wer« 
174,997 tons per year. 

The largest import from Aden in any one year was 216,586 tons p«r 
year. 

There are four salt works at Aden — 

(1) Aden — Messra* Burgarella A Co. — Italian. 

(2) Indo-Aden — Messrs. A. and J. Lalljee A Co. — ^Indian. 

(3) Aden Solar Fine— Messrs. H. Lalljee — Indian. 

(4) litlle Aden — Messrs. C. D. Pallonjee — Indian. 



ISiL# first two are old established firms aod the last two poet* War 
ooncems. 

Okha and Karachi salt were first imported into this market ii» 
1928-29, the average imports for the three years ending 31»t March r 
1931, being Okha 4,104 tons and Karachi 12,200 tons. 

From these figures, it is obvious that the Indian and Aden sourcea 
cannot supply the requirements of Bengal, and whatever may be said 
to the contrary, the Aden fields have very little room for further 
expansion, while Okha and Karachi are still more or less in the experi- 
mental stage. 

Paragraph 05 of the Tariff Board Report admits there is no ease for 
the protection of the Aden salt industry, yet the Government of lndi» 
propose to inflict a heavy fine on Bengal to keep alive the salt works at 
Aden, Karachi and Okha. Bengal re<{uires lakhs of tons of salt, 
of which the biggest supply Aden has yet been able to give, is 216,000 
tons, and it follows, therefore, that for a number of years at least 
Bengal will have to rely on the import of foreign salt. 

According to the Tariff Board's own showing, the first require- 
ment of the Bengal market is a pure and conseiiuently dry salt of the- 
Liverpool standard. They state that the Bengal market is prepared 
to accept any good salt in projKirtion as it displays the qualities of 
Liverpool salt. And in order to bolster up Indian production to reach 
this standard, consumers are to heavily taxed for advantages which,, 
to say the least, are very obstmre. 

I maintain that Government are not justified in taxing foreign 
salt, unless they are absolutely satisfied that the Indian production of 
a generally acceptable quality of salt could be increased sufficiently to 
replace all foreign salt at a reasonable prico—a conclusion which 
certainly cannot be reached from the Tariff Board’s Repc»rt or from 
practical experience of the salt trade. 

It is generally admitted that Karachi and Okha are in the experi- 
mental stage of salt manufacture, and have not up to now been able to^ 
produce the quality of salt demanded by Bengal. The Tariff Board 
admit that the greater proportion of salt produced in India is unfit for 
Bengal consumption. Bengal is asked to pay for the cost of these 
experiments in Western India as I would point out that one year's tax 
paid by Bengal would buy out all concerns on the other side of India. 

The differential tax on foreign salt will mainly benefit Adeir 
interests, which require no assistance, at the expense of the consumers 
in Bengal, Bihar and Assam to the tune of some Rs. 40 lakhs a year 
and that it may also result in the closing down of other Bed Sea Works, 
which may eventually mean an actual shortage of supid^es for India.. 

The intention of the Government of India is apparent^ to try Uk 
M>fke the salt industry a key industry of India, and they propose Rs 
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4do 90 at the command of Bombay at the expense of Bengal. Sir, why 
should Bengal be the slave of Bombay ? At one time it used to be said 
what Bengal did to-day, the rest of India did to-morrow. Alas! it is 
HO longer the case, for the Government of India now obey the behest 
4if Bomba/ to the shame of Bengal. 

It is obvious that the recommendations of the Select Committee 
were largely engineered by Bombay interests who were powerfully 
represented on the Committee who found ready and willing support 
from the Government, who are definitely committed to a general policy 
4 >f protection for India. 

The proposal to tax salt is the lifting of the veil to give us a peep 
into the future! An annual fine of Rs. 40 lakhs is the first penalty, 
Bengal is asked to pay for the benefits of Federation. It has been often 
stated that if the Britishers left India or gave over control in India, 
h 11 the other provinces of India would descend on the fair fields of 
Bengal to despoil Bengal of her riches! There is now a definite 
proposal that Britishers should hand over control to India, and the first 
fruit of the proposal is the attempt of other provinces to rob Bengal! 


:3-46 p.m. 

Bate 4ITENDRALAL BANNER JEE: Sir, for once in a way, and 
much to my surprise, I find myself in entire sympathy with Mr. P. N. 
•Ouha, and I have very great pleasure in supporting the motion which 
be has so opportunely brought forward. I cannot conceive of a more 
impudent and bare-faced attempt at fleecing the people of Bengal imder 
4he guise of a legislative measure. After all, what is the justification 
for the proposal ? On the face of it, the proposal looks innocent enough 
— only four annas and six pies of additional duty upon every maund of 
imported salt. Four annas and six pies per maund works out at the 
;rate of half a pioa per seer. But when it is passed on to the consumer, 
it is bound to mean more than that. The increase will be at least one 
pice per seer. It would be exactly doubled and that is sufficient for 
my purpose. Assuming that the average man consumes six seers of 
omit, the additional amount would be one anna and six pies per head and 
faking the adult population figure of Bengal to be five crores, the 
additional tax on the population would be nothing short of 30 to 40 
lakhs of rupees — and this not for the benefit of any indigenous industry 
%ut for the benefit of a ring of speculative merchants operating from 
iBombay. 

I would ask the House to consider another set of figures. The total 
•mmsumption of salt in India is two million tons. Out of this—my 
‘figures are of course rough and approximate but would be found to be 
fikirly oorrect — 15,000 tons are produced in India and are consumed by 



the rest of India, i.e., the reat of India with the eiLception of the north* 
eastern part of the countr>\ So far as Betij^al is concerned, or rather 
the refion supplied by the ports of Chitta^n^, Rangoon and Calcutta, 
this part of the country depends entirely upon foreign salt. These 
three ports import salt to the tune of 5,000 tons — 89 per cent, of which 
is divided between Calcutta and Chittagong, while 11 per cent, is taken 
by Rangoon. Thus it will be seen that practically the whole amount of 
imported salt is consumed in Bengal; out of this, 32 per cent, comes 
from Aden, 12 per cent, from Liverpool. 12 per cent, from Hamburg, 
S per cent, from Spain and the rest from Africa. 

Now, four annas and six pies per maund would amount to Rs. 34 
lakhs by way of duty alone; and Mr. P. N. Guha seems to take it for 
granted that that is the only extra amount that Bengal will have to 
pay. But the facts are far otherwise. Bengal will have to pay Rs. 84 
lakhs by way of duty alone. But when this is passed to the retail 
dealers, and from the retail dealers to the consumers, the difference will 
be very much more. It will amount to twice as much or perhaps even 
more. So the people of North-eastern India will lose, not Rs. 34 lakhs, 
but anything between Rs. 70 and 80 lakhs every year. And for whose 
benefit? It may be said that it is for the benefit of India. If that 
were so, if it were for the benefit of any indigenous industry, we might 
submit to it, however reluctantly, in the interest of the common good. 
B|ut, without entering into the large question of protection versus free 
trade, I may say that it is absolutely a misuse of words to say that 
it is for the benefit of indigenous industry that this additional tax 
should be levied. In the first place, since when has Aden become a 
part of India? Administratively, yes. But geographically is it soP 
It is no more a part of India than Gibraltar is of England. It is no 
more a part of India than Mecca, Medina, Jedda or any other town of 
Arabia. And why should the people of Bengal submit to additional 
taxation for the benefit of an industry carried on in Aden, and the profit 
of which will enure to less than half-a-doxen Indian capitalists? But, 
Sir, that is not the only point to be considered. There is salt 
manufactured in this country itself — at Karachi and Okba. No doubt, 
so far as Bengal is concerned, only 5 per cent, of our demand used to 
be supplied from Karachi. But of recent years, Karachi has been 
making up a good deal of lee-way; and my point is that, as the result 
of the new policy, it is the indigenous salt industry of Karachi which 
will be hit the hardest. The real competition is between Aden and 
Karachi ; and as the result of the new policy, Aden will be in a position 
to oust Karachi from the Bengal market. Sir, the salt industry in 
Aden is vei^ well organised ; and with the bounty which they will now 
receive of Rs. 11 lakhs or more by way of rebate of the entire amount 
of duty by them, will they not be in a far better position to fight the 
Indian Industry and kill it eventually? Therefore, the additional iuiif 
to be levied by the Government of India instead of benefiting an 
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indigenous itidustry, would be the surest means of killing it — and that 
for the benefit of a few mercantile magnates of Bombay. There is no 
question of protecting an Indian industry here; the sole question is of 
destroying an Indian industry with money levied from India. 

Sir, there is another aspect of the matter. Up till now the burden 
of our complaint was that the poor man’s salt should be taxed. And 
now the Salt Committee, consisting of a majority of Indian members, 
light-heartedly propose that salt should be taxed much more ! Are we 
then to understand that taxation of salt is bad when it is for the purpose 
of revenue, but that it is entirely good when levied for the good of 
Bombay capitalists? Sir, I refuse to be convinced by this logic and I 
refuse to submit to this exorbitant extortion on the part of the Govern- 
ment of India and the friends of Bombay. In this connection the 
question of protection does not arise. I fail to understand why Bombay 
should prosi)er at the cost of Bengal. I may be accused of being 
parochial in ray outlook, but I confess that all my natural feelings are 
roused when I see a tax levied for the benefit of one province at the 
expense of my own. 

Mr. t. M. iOSEl Sir, I rise to give my wholehearted support to this 
motion, and I do feel that the mover deserves our best thanks for so 
promptly drawing the attention of Bengal to this very important matter 
affecting the welfare of the province. When a short time ago, many 
in India were pleading for the total repeal of all tax on salt, which is 
a bare necessity of life, specially for the poor, when many were crying 
against the injustice of the salt tax, when thousands of men have been 
defying the salt law, and going to jail, does it now lie in our mouth to 
talk of raising this tax which would put a greater burden on the poor, 
for whom we profess, at any rate, so much concern? This does make 
one suspect the sincerity of our feeling for the dumb millions. Do 
we really feel for them, or are they merely pawns in the game, to be 
sacrificed, for our purposes, whenever we think it necessary? 

Sir, as is well known, salt used to be manufactured in Bengal. Tbs 
famous Fifth Report of 1812 mentions that salt for Bengal was obtained 
from earth impregnated with sea salt at the mouths of the Gtanges, in 
the tracts between Balasore and Chittagong. On the acquisition of the 
Dewany, the inland trade in salt, betel-nut and tobacco was vested in 
an exclusive company for the benefit of the European servants of the 
East India Company, who got the profits of the concern, in lien of 
•alary. Inciden||dly, it is a matter of interest to find that the Hon’bld 
ICr. Marr’s predeoessoi's did not get Rs. 64,000, but the profits from 
•alt and pan. The exclusive society was finally put an end to in 
October, 1768. Thereafter, the East Indian Company used to farm oni 
Oie salt mehali' and began to pay a commission of 10 per cent, on their 
profihi to their European agents employed in this department. I need 
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at length on thia matter. Suffice it to say, that the syatem 
intrbjnced led to large fortunes being made by many of the Company*# 
serrants and that from 1873, the manufacture of salt in Bengal cea^ 
entirety. 

Turning to the proposed Bill, we do not know if one of its objects 
is to start an up-to-date salt manufactory in Bengal. Will the Finance 
Member of the Government of India promise to earmark half the money 
raised by this tax for the manufacture of salt in Bengal ? About Rs. 40 
lakhs will, as has been calculated, be raised chiefly from Bengal, and 
the only possible justification for the Bill would be that (he proc^eeds of 
the tax will be mainly devoted towards salt manufacture in Bengal. 
For, naturally we in Bengal would like to eat our own wilt, and revive 
an old Bengal trade. Our real complaint is that the Bill is being rushed 
through without taking into confidence either the Government, or the 
people, of Bengal, who are vitally interested in the matter. 1 would 
like the Leader of the House kindly to tell us if the Government of 
Bengal have been in any way consulted, and if so, why they did not 
ask for public opinion on the matter. 1 tried my best to get the Report 
of the Salt Industry Committee of the Legislative Assembly, but in 
vain; it has not been printed in the gasette nor is it available now. It 
is a matter of some interest to note that Sir George Schuster presented 
to the Assembly the above report on the 13th instant and on the 17th, 
he introduced the Dill for the additional duty. Why, one may well 
ask, this tremendous hurry P Would it have ruined India if there hs4 
been a little time given for consulting Bengal opinion? Why, 1 ask, 
does there seem to be an attempt to stifle opposition ? 

4 p.m. 

Then there is another curious matter. The Salt Committee recom- 
mended that an additional duty be imposed on all salt, Indian or foreign, 
imported into British India by sea. This is an excellent principle, but 
why do they then say that Aden is to be regarded as pari of India, and 
a rebate equal to the duty be given to Aden salt? This seems very 
extraordinary, this tenderness for Aden, which has nothing whatever 
in common with India. Sir, I deny that Aden can in any sense be 
regarded as part of India. Historically, politically, and geographically, 
it has nothing to do with India. For internal administrative purposes 
afons, is it under the Government of Bombay P During the great War, 
Hie political relations of Aden were under the control of the Higli 
Commissioner of Egypt. From 1920, the political control over Adso 
was eninta^ to a Resident directly under the British Foreign Office. 
In 1921, the control passed to the Colonial Office. London is entirely 
responsible for its military and political administration. FVom 1927, 
tiie Oorenmient of India is to coLtribuie a fixed sum . towards the 
iiilitary and political charges for Aden. I, therefore, iBatntam that 
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no caae whateTer has been made <mt for a rebate in favour of Aden aalt. 
Surely the reason cannot be that many Bombay merchants are intimain^ 
connected with salt manufacture in the Bed Sea ports. Was it thtf 
intention, we wonder, to give a bounty to Bombay in the benamt name 
of Aden? The Salt Committee admit that the immediate result of the 
additional duty will be to affect consumers in the areas depending on 
foreign salt, viz,, Bengal, Assam, Burma and parts of Bihar and Orissa. 
It has been estimated that the BiU, if passed, will cost these consumers 
an additional tax of over Rs. 40 lakhs per annum. At this critical 
time, in the midst of tremendous economic depression, when Bengal is 
on the verge of ruin owing to the jute crisis, when our pea^ts are 
on the brink of starvation, they are to be asked to pay this heavy sum, 
this penalty, this bounty, to Bombay. The policy of economic 
discrimination, already enforced in favour of Bombay, is being extended. 
The poor people of Bengal are being, if I may say so, fleeced more and 
more every year for the benefit of other provinces, and we have kept 
silent so long. But I do think it is time to speak out. Only the other 
day I sounded here a note of alarm, warning us about the present slogan 
‘‘Bengal for the non-Bengalis'^ — here is an example of Bengal being 
exploited for Bombay. A hundred years ago, the mothers of Bengal 
used to frighten their unruly children by telling them of the Mahratta 
freebooters of Bombay, who had come to raid Bengal; the spiritual 
descendants of these gentlemen are now in power in Delhi and are 
fdlowing the same methods brought up to date. Sir, at one time, 
Bengal was in the van of progress; now she is fallen low, and none 
so poor as to do her reverence. I appeal to our people to rise to the 
occasion, and to carry on a vigorous agitation so that it would be 
impossible for the Government to pass this unjust measure. It may 
be that there is some good reason behind it, but we must first be satisfied 
about that, and no case at any rate has been made out for this unseemly 
hurry. I, therefore, oppose this inequitable measure, and I call upon 
the people of Bengal “Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen." 

Mr. NAREMBBA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to give my support 
to the resolution moved by Mr. Guha. I confess, Sir, that when the 
proposal of the Government became first known to me that they were 
going to impose a further duty on foreign imjmrted salt, I thought that 
the Government of India was turning sufodeshi, and they were tryiUg 
to foster the manufachire of indigenous salt. I must also confess that 
when I heard that the European merchants were against the proposal 
of the GovernU^t of India, I thought the proposal must be to the 
benefit of the prople. That was the first thing which occurred to my 
mind. But when I ifound that even the Tariff Board had said Giat 
**there was no reason to suppose that the larger manufacturers in Aden 
are likely to succumb to foreign competition and that the payment of 
a bounty to them from Government would not be justified," when I 



tke only eonsninor of foreign snlt it, to our ttemal duoM i% 
niny^ |e said, Bengal and Banna-^I find that more than 5^ lakha of 
tone <df foreign tali it annually omsumed in Bengal>-<-and when I fontt4 
that this additional tax would impote a hurthtf burden of betweeit 
Be. 40 to 45 lakhs on the poor cultiTators from the tax alone, not tw 
apeak of the much larger addition to the price likriy to be made by* 
the retailers, 1 realised that this was a proposal which ought to bo 
opposed by every patriotic Bengalee even in spite of the opposition of 
the European Association. In addition to that, Sir, I must say that 
the proposal to hand over the amotmi of the taxation as rebate to 
Aden makes us very much suspicious. The fact of the matter is that 
as I expressed myself in this Council two or three days ago about m 
certain department of the Government of Bengal being the department- 
in-law, here we have got a proposal whicli is meant solely for the 
interests of a very small ninnlver of persons belonging to the samo 
family — a family of relatives-in-lnw of a man placed high in tho 
Legislative Assembly. Therefore, like the barber-in-law and tho 
department-in-law, this is a legislation-in-iaw and that makes us very 
suspicious. Not that anything which penalises the foreign salt 
merchants who in 1927-28 combined to keep the price of salt in Calcutta 
at Ks. 122 per ton would be distasteful and not that it is not a pleasure 
to see that they are penalised, but unfortunately the penalty in thia 
case would fall on the people of Bengal alone who are very much 
unable, more specially at the present moment, to stand this additional 
burden. We would have gladly stood this burden, had it been for tbw 
good of the people of Bengal. But for whose good is this proposal 
made? For whose benefit is it meant? As it is for the benefit of 
oply two or three merchants in Aden namely, an Italian firm and three 
inter-related Bombay firms, I see absolutely no reason why Rs. 4lh 
lakhs in taxation and probably another Rs. 45 lakhs in price should, 
be fleeced from Bengal. 

Rai Baliadlir KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdlS Sir, I rise to enter 
my emphatic protest against the proposal to impose an additional duty 
on foreign salt, not because I am against protection of Indian salt 
industry but because 1 feel that the protective scheme, as fathered by 
the Assembly Committee, is unfair for Bengal. The consumers would^ 
be bard bit — the magnitude of their plight can only be realised if w^ 
go deeper into the question. If you care to go through the report of 
the Tariff Board on salt industry, you will find that the self«same' 
question of protection was mooted by them and they recognised tbai 
^ere were no economic grounds for the protection of the Indima salt 
industry. I* feel that foreign salt is being dtunped into the Bengal 
mariiet at lew prices but that is no argument why the coastaaerw 
sbould be bled white at this critical juncture in Bengal's ecenmiw 
kistofy. The poor consumers who are already eking out a miserable 
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€xiAt6iice would simply be pulverised to pieces if further burden 
were put on them. This additional duty on forei^ salt will 
lie an indirect tax on the dumb millions of Bengal. At the present 
moment, Bengal takes roughly about 5,00,000 lakhs tons of imported 
ealt against 1,80,000 tons from Aden and 25,000 tons from port Okha 
and Karachi. The maximum output of the Okha and Karachi works 
is not likely to exceed 1,47,000 tons. Therefore, an additional duty 
on foreign salt for the sake of Okha and Karachi works would mean 
that the Bengal consumers would be giving their blood for the so- 
oalled national interest. I do not suggest for a moment that the 
Indian salt industry at Okha and Karachi should cease to exist, but I 
know that in this economic crisis of the country it would be too much 
to ask Bengal to pay such a heavy penalty for the “nationaP* salt. 

Sir, moreover, the recommendation of the Assembly Committee is 
suspicious. There is the Tariff Board — a body of experts — giving their 
conclusions on the safeguarding of Indian industries. What special 
situation has cropped up there to appoint a body of legislators to 
recommend a measure which is unfair from various points of view? 
This is an unusual practice, an extraordinary procedure, and it gives 
rise to a constitutional question. 1 cannot appreciate the indecent 
haste with which the measure is sought to be brought about. 

Sir, the fact that the Government are anxious to give protection 
to the Indian industry unasked and unsolicited is likely to arouse 
suspicion in the public mind. When the Assembly advocated the 
imposition of a countervailing duty on South African coal, the 
(lovernment hesitated and shirked. But as regards salt, they are 
showing an unnatural enthusiasm for protection and surely the reasdb 
lies deeper. Is it a political gesture of peace or a coup to divide the 
nationalist opinion by giving sop to one and goose to the other. Sir, 
the move is not only suspicious but the burden on Bengal will be 
imroasonable and unfair. The menacing poverty of Bengal cannot 
stand any pressure from above, and the Bengalee families 

cannot welcome this so-called protection whk*h will spell ruin to many. 

Before I resume my seat, I would like to refer to one other aspect 
of the question. 1 cannot appreciate the view point put forward by 
the Assembly Committee that the proceeds of the duty would be spent 
on exploring and investigating other sources of salt. Research and 
investigation are all right, but by the time they will materialise, the 
consumers of Bengal, knocked down and wiped out by eoonomio 
distress, will no lonj^r be in existence to enjoy the blessings cl other 
sources of salt ihwtry providing adequate supply to aR. If the 
iuppHes from Okha and Karachi w^ks were adequate for the Bengal 
Stterket, there wodd have bemi less cause for anxiety. In the absence 
ed an adequate, supply, tbe consumers will have-to take to foreign slit 
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•i « higher price. That is not surely giving protection to the nntionnl 
iadns^; it is hitting the national consumers. This is» to put il 
sympathetically, a tragedy of good intentions self*defeated. With 
these words, 1 support the motion of Mr. P. N. Guha* 


4-15 p.m. 

Rti BalMAir BAOmOAt GOENKA: Sir, I rise to supp<irt the 
motion which is before the House, At the outset I want to make it 
clear that my community do not, as a rule, use imported salt and that 
I am not personally interested in the salt trade in any way. Sir I was 
surprised to hear that the report of the Tariff Hoard on the Protection 
of the Salt Industry had been referred to a Committee of the Assembly 
for coiiHideration. Sir, tlie Tariff Hoard are a body of highly qualified 
men who have had years of training in their special line and it was 
most surprising that their report should have been referred to an 
amateur committee for consideration. 

Sir, tlie Tariff Hoard, after a thorough, complete and scientific 
investigation, came to the conclusion that there was no case either for 
imposing an additional <Iuty or for giving a bounty and they 
further expressed the view that assistaneo in any such shape would be 
wholly unjustifiable. The reasons they gav(‘ in support of this 
conclusion are unassailable, but the Salt Industry Committee of the 
Assembly have (*ome to a contrary conclusion for reasons known to 
themselves only. In vain one goes through their report to find an 
argument in refutation of the arguments of the Tariff Board and I am 
not prepared to aecept the ipse dixtt of the committee. 

The report of this committee bears little evidence that they hare 
been able to consider the question either in an unbiassed spirit or in 
all its different aspects. They have simply given their verdict in 
favour of an additional duty of 4^ annas per maund as if increasing the 
import duty is the only and the best means of protecting the indigenous 
industries. 

Sir, I yield to none in ray desire to see our country self-contained 
industrially and I *un always prepared to support the levy of protective 
duties on foreign imports, but I want to be satisfied that the proposed 
duty will really meet the object in view and will not be injurious to 
the people of the country. I do not see that the Salt Committee's 
recommendation satisfies any of these tests. The proposed additional 
duty of 4} annas per maund, if it is really sanctioned by the Assembly^ 
will bard hit the people, particularly the poorer claises of Bengal, 
Bihar, Orissa and Assam. The annual import of salt into these three 
pterinoes amounts roughly to 500,000 tons through the ports of 
Obloutta and Chittagong and the proposed additional duty will thtia 
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impose on them a burden of orer Be. 40 lakhs. In place of about 
Be. 40 the poor people of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam will bare 
to pay over Bs. 64 for every 100 maunds of salt they consume and 
what will they get in return for the heavy sacrifice? The Assembly 
Committee's report is vague on this point. 

Sir, the works in Karachi and Okha produce only about 25,000 tone 
a year and this production might in the distant future increase to 
147,000 tons. Then there is the question of Aden. We were up to 
now under the impression that Aden was a part of India for political 
and international considerations. The report of the Assembly 
Committee has brought home to us the fact tliat Aden is a part of India 
for Fiscal purposes also. 

I understand that Indians are interested in three small factories in 
Aden, but that the biggest factory there is in non-Indian hands. Sir, 
is it fair or reasonable, I ask, to mulct Bengal to the tune of Bs. 40 
lakhs for helping some small factories? Sir, the people of Bengal are 
wholly unable to bear such a heavy burden particularly at a time of 
economic stress like the present and I therefore urge upon the 
Government of India to drop the Bill. 

Miharila 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: Sir, I rise to 
associate myself with the resolution before the House protesting 
against a grievous wrong whic h is being attempted to inflict on Bengal 
in the name of national interest. Nationalist India has been, during 
the last fifty years, advancing an insistent demand and carrying on a 
persistent agitation for removing the duty on sjilt imposed for revenue 
purposes. I remember how the late Mr. Bryan, in his somewhat 
scathing criticism of British rule in India castigated the Government 
for the tax collected on salt. “This is not only a heavy rate,“ he said,, 
“when compansd with the original cost of salt, but it is especially 
burdensome to the poor.“ It w^as during Lord Beading’s Viceroyalty 
that the Legislative Assembly carried a cut in the salt tax which the 
Viceroy had to restore by the use of his extraordinary administrative 
power. The first item in Mahatma Gandhi’s programme of civil 
disobedience has been the breaking of the Salt Law. But to-day, wheir 
we are within measurable distance of a constitution which we hope 
would give us — not the shadow but the substance of self-government — 
an attempt is being made by an interested coterie to foist on Bengal » 
burden which she can ill afford to bear — to penalise her in the interest 
of a few Bombay millionaires. 

Sir, the constituency which I, along with my friend Kumar 
Surendra Nath Law, have the honour to r^reseni sounded the toerim 
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of «]ftrm when they protested against the recommendationa of the 
Tariff Board in this matter. Then the Government adopted an 
extraordinary procedure. The reports of the Tariff Board are supposed 
to contain a verdict returned by a body of experts. It has been the 
usual practice for the Government themselves to consider the report of 
the Board and accept or reject it in any measure as they have thought 
it necessary. But in the present case the Executive left it to an 
Assembly Committee to adumbrate and advance a scheme. The result 
has been the proposal now before the Assembly, a proposal which 1 
feel ashamed to Qnd had the support of at least one Bengal member who 
was on the Committee. 

Sir, we in Bengal yield to none in our tender solicitude for national 
industries and I need hardly say that Bengal sentiment has beets 
successfully exploited by the other provinces — espe<‘ially Bombay since 
the days of the Swadeshi agitation of 1905. The struggling cotton 
mill industry of Bomhuy reaped a golden harvest when British textile 
goods were boycotted in Bengal as a protest against the partition of the 
province. Since then the policy of exploitation has been persistently 
pursued. And to-day we find a Chamber of Commerce which has been 
founded in Calcutta to serve the interests of exploiters from the other 
provinces Icmding the support to the Bill before the AsMcmhly. The 
principle embodied in that is unjust to Bengal and highly objectionable. 
Its acceptance will benefit not even the people of Bombay hut a few 
Bombay industrialists. Bengal is to he bled white in order to afford 
facilities to a few Bombay merchants to ha^e tluor palaces on the 
Malabar Hill. 

Bengal protests against this attempt to saddle her with an annual 
loss of about Rs, 35,00,000 with which she < an establish the salt 
industry to serve her own interest ; and her shoulders are broad enough 
to bear the charge of antagonism to a national industry which 
interested persons would attempt to place on them. Provincial 
patriotism is certainly purer and dearer to us than a policy of self- 
aggrandisement at the expense of our neighbours. We feel strongly 
on this point. The salt of the poor Bengalee cultivator and labourer 
should not be taxed to add to the profits of the Aden manufacturers 
who are mostly Bombay merchants with influential friends and perhapa 
relatives also in the Assembly. 

I would like to see Bengal produce her own salt and cease to be 
dependent on supply from other countries or other provinces I may 
agree to a share of the burden that may be imposed on the whole 
country to grant a bounty to the nascent salt industry in Karachi and 
Okha. But we can never agree to the preposterous proposal to penalise 
Bengal and Bengal alone to suit the interests of manuiacturers of salt 
outside Bmgal and outside India, 
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KlMfi Bahadur Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUEs I desire to give my full 
support to tlie motion moved by Mr. P. N, Guha. Sir, Bengal is in 
the unfortunate position of facing a crisis every ten years. The first 
came in 1911 when the capital was removed to Delhi. The second came 
ten years later when the Meston Settlement was made and the third, 
after another ten years when a veritable crisis has come upon us, when 
this salt tax is going to be levied on the people. It is unfortunate that 
Delhi politi(;8 have come to such a position in which the Government of 
India has to resort to these measures; but I think it is our duty to 
raise a protest and say distinctly that whatever may^be necessary for 
building up national industries in India, this measure is undoubtedly 
inopportune just now, especially in consideration of the fact that 
Eastern Bengal specially and the whole of Bengal generally is suffering 
from a very grave financial depression. We have not only to cry out 
in protest but to raise a very strong protest against this inequitious 
imposition. I think the Government of India might be a little more 
charitable to the people of Bengal and wait for the time in which it 
may bo possible for the people to give more freely. My friend Mr. 
Banerji was arguing on the supposition of annual consumption of salt 
in Bengal. I will give you the figures. Taking the jail rules which 
certainly do not verge upon liberality, each man on an average requires 
seven chutaks of salt daily. This gives us an annual figure of ten seers 
or twenty pounds and our total requirements in Bengal thus amount to 
14, 000, 000 inuunds and the position will he that on extra taxation of 
4 annas 0 pies per maiind, the figure will exactly come up to Its. 40 
lakhs. That is the exact figure which we have to pay. I do not wish 
to take up much time of the Council but I think that it is impossible 
for the consumers in Bengal to pay this extra taxation to-day. 

4-30 p.m. 

But oven if this be imposed in normal times I have only to draw 
attention to the Government of India to this that this taxation is 
against all economic principles. You cannot possibly make the 
consumers of one part of the country pay for the benefit of a few 
producers of another port, and I think it will be a travesty of national 
industry if a fewr persons engaged in the industry in another part of 
the country in distant land are to be considered as deserving of support 
at the cost of the entire rural population of Bengal. I have only to 
aay this much, Sir, that our party fully realise that we must be self- 
aufficieut in all'jbur needs and requirements but we may be pardoned to 
say that it is impossible to tolerate that others will always benefit at 
<»ur expense. Sir, salt is an article of vital necessity to the peofde of 
Bengal who depend upon rice and vegetables, whioh require a greater 
^dese of salt, than the people of Bombay and tbe Punjab who have other 
diets. 
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Sir, I support this motiou on the frronnd that it affects us primarily^ 
and also on the i^oiind that the present scheme will not make it possible 
for India to build up national industry in salt. The development of 
Karachi salt depends upon reducinjf the distance between factory and 
port, arranfring port facilities reducing* Itailway load and many other 
factors that will take years. In the meantime, by this taxation an 
attempt is being made to realise a bill of Its. 40,00,000 from thia 
province for the benefit of a few producers outside the country, I havo 
not yet known any example in the history of the world where the 
producers of one country are allowed to dominate over the consumers 
of another country. Itebate proposed to he given to Aden merchants 
and half of which will go to an Italian firm may l>e necessary if Italy 
is to he appeased hut not in the interest of India. I should havn 
expected Government to give a lead to production of salt in thia 
Presidency and spend money on it. Put where there is none, and thera 
is hope for no such future. I strongly support the motion moved by 
my friend Mr. P. N. Oulia. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH LAW: Mr. President. Sir. I rise to giv» 
my 8upp<jri to the resolution before the House. The purpose of tho 
Bill which has recently been introduced in tl»e Assembly is to pertalisa 
Bengal not for a struggling national industry, hut for the purpose of 
putting more money into the po(*kets of some prosperous industrialists at 
the cost of this province. The Bengal consumer may be called upon 
to bear an additional burden only if he knows that the price is worth 
paying and is not more than is ahsf)lutely necessary. The Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce which I have the honour to represent in 
this Council has issued a statement in which if has been sliown that 
Bengal at the present moment fakes about 5()(l.t)00 tons of imported 
salt. The output of the Karachi and Okha salt works does not exceed 
26,000 tons — the rest being imported from Aden and other |duces. 
Liverpool salt is imporfe<l in a (|uantity which is negligible. Aden 
exports 180,000 tons and Aden though politically a part of India is not 
actually so. The salt works there are not in need of any help as the 
Tariff Board pointedly remarked that ‘‘there is no reason to siipposo 
that the larger manufacturers in Aden are likely to succumb to foreign 
competition.’* Yet a benign Ooveniment seem to be eager to help them 
to make an additional profit of four annas and a half per maund on 
commodity which must he consumed by the poorest of the poor and 
which our politicians and economists have, during the last fifty years, 
striven to make cheaper by making duty free. It is certainly an irony 
of fate that at a time when Bengal has been so hard hit by trade depres- 
sion that the local Government have been constrained to grant relief 
to its cultivators and help to its laadbrds and when Mahatma Gandhi 
bas secured from the central Government that in places where salt cam 
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bo easily had the people have the right to collect or manufacture it for 
their use or for sale within the village, Bengal should be asked to pay 
an additional duty of four amias and a half per maund of salt not for 
the development of the industry in the province, nor even for granting 
extended facilities to the salt works at Karachi and Okha but mainly 
for adding to the profits of the prosperous proprietors of salt works 
outside India — in Aden. 

The only ground on which the Tariff Board considered an off-setting 
duty justified for the Indian salt industry at Karachi and Okha was 
the stabilisation of prices over a long period through Government con- 
trol by means of a Marketing Board. This expert view has been 
rejected by the Assembly Committee which has, however, suggested the 
levy of a protective duty involving Bengal in a loss of over Rs. 35,00,000 
a year. 

The cry of “national industry in danger^ should no longer delude 
the consumer of salt in Bengal that he will jmy the additional 
Rs. 35,00,000 a year for any permanent benefit. If it is considered 
necessary to help a struggling industry in India let bo\inty be granted 
to the works at Karachi and Okha and let all India pay proportionately 
for it. But the cloven foot of Bombay manipulators becomes evident 
when instead of demanding bounty for Karachi and Okha which pro- 
duce only 25,000 tons the proposal is made to help prosperous works 
in Aden to reap additional profits. 

I for one fail to understand why Bengal should thus be penalised. 
And I shall he failing in my duty towards the constituency which I 
represent if I do not raise my voice in protest against the iniquity of 
the proposal now before the Indian Legislative Assembly. 

With tliese words, Sir, I support the proposal before the House. 


Tht Hoil’bl9 Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I think the members of this 
House will realise that the members of the Government of Bengal cannot 
take any part in this discussion on the action taken by the Government 
of India in this cpunection. All that I can promise to do, if this motion 
is passed by this House, is that we shall telegraph it at once to the 
Government of India and follow it up afterwards by sending copies of 
the speeches de^vered here this afternoon. I think that should satisfy 
the House so far as action by the Government of Bengal is concerned. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then put and agreed to. 

[At 440 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reaseembled 
at 4-40 p.m.] 
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Tli« discussion under the head ‘‘So. — .Jails and convict settlemeuU" 
was then resumed. 


Mr. R. H. HUTCHINGS: Last veil in a: I was dealing with 
Munindra Del) Hai Mahasai’s ('omplaint that he had been prevented by 
the vagaries of the rosier from performing his duties as a non-offioial 
visitor of the jail and I explained that rule ()4 of the Jail Code speeifieally 
lays down that non-offieial visitors are entitled to visit the jail at any 
time irrespective of the particular date on which their names appear 
in the roster. If the Kai Mahasai w^as im onvenienced in the 
performance of his duties, I must express my sincere regret. I think 
that wa.s due to a mi.Munderstanding of the rules. I hope that in future 
no such difhculty will arise. We consider that the visitors should get 
every facility for visiting the jails, because Government set very great 
store by the reports they get from the visitors. We recognise that 
such sources of information are most desirable, and our rule is specifically 
designed to ensure that the visit.s which are paid by the non-otficial 
visitors shall be uuexiiected visits and not visits of which notice had 
been given beforehand. 

I now j)ass on to Mr. Maiti’s complaint about the treatment of 
political prisoners with sjiecial reference to the incident which occurred 
in the Midnapore ( entral Jail, I think it is probably not the intention 
of the member to press this iM)int, because in view of the amnesty, to 
which effect has been given by the Government, the number of civil 
disobedience prisoners now in jail is exceedingly small. 

As regards the general treatment wjiich has been accorded to them, 
the House has the statement of Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee that generally 
speaking their treatment is satisfactory so far as diet and other things 
are concerned, P'urther, I placed before the House some very striking 
statistics on a former occasion, which showed the high standard of 
bealth and weight maintained by our prisoners — not only thoss 
belonging to class I but also those belonging to class III, and other 
ordinary prisoners. 

The incident in the Midnapore Jail is really a trivial thing. The 
priaoners refused to be locked up at night and the Superintendent in 
trying to restore order had to call together his reserve guard and lock 
them up, dsing the minimum necessary force. Nobody was serioitsly 
injured and next day there was quiet in the jail. 

Sir, 1 do not propose to deal with the proriaion of mosquito ctirtaina 
4md one or two other points, which the Hon’ble Mraiber will deal with, 
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Referring, however, to the queetion of accommodation, I think the 
HouMe will realise that during the past year our accommodation haa 
been taxed to its very highest limit. The registered accommodation 
in the Bengal jails at the commencement of the year was 13,600. In 
the month of May we had 12,700 prisoners which rose in August to 
18,500 and in November to over 20,000. To get space for these we 
had to extend our accommodation and we succeeded in extending our 
accommodation to contain with ease the whole of the civil disobedience 
prisoners. This was done at a very high cost and although we may not 
be able to make full use of this extra accommodation for ordinary jail 
purposes in the current year owing to financial stringency, we hope that 
it may be possible to utilise some of this additional accommodation in 
order to carry out the many necessary projects wliich have been held 
up so long for lack of funds. 


Thu Hon'bio Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER: Sir, there is 
one important point about which the roiincil is very keen, and in regard 
to which I desire to place the fullest possible information before the 
Council. That point relates to the provision of mosquito curtains for 
the prisoners. I may tell the members of this House that at one time 
I myself thouglit that provision of mosquito curtains would he an effective 
method for dealing with the malaria problem and I started taking a 
good deal of personal interest in this question soon after 1 took over 
charge of this portfolio. In the Budget debate of lfl29 I dealt with this 
question. 


5 p.m. 

We have provided mosquito curtains to prisoners in, I believe, one 
juil and we are considering their introduction to some of the other jails. 
In the menUtilttu we have referred the question to Dr. Bentley, the 
Director of of Public Health, because it is a question as to what maximum 
benefit you can get for the health of the prisoners if you spend a certain 
eum of money. Mosquito curtains will no doubt lessen attacks of 
Ittalaria, but mosquito curtains for 13,000 prisoners (this year we had 
over 18,000 prisoners on account of the civil disobedience movement) 
will be an expensive business, not only with regard to capital 
axpendittire but also with regard to recurring expenditure and we hava 
to find out, giva|i a certain amount of money, what is the best way of 
gatting the most effective results. This question is under the conatdara^ 
tion of the Public Health Department, but apart from that we hava 
mosquito curtains in one jail and we are considering the extension of 
Ae system although certain real difficulties have been pointod out by 
Iba jail autborities. Those difficulties we bare to oonaidair. ' 



DEMANDS FOB OEANT8. 


441 


Tke point I desire to emphasise is that the Jail D^mriment was not 
idle oTer the matter and my sole object iii dealing with this matter fully 
is to convince all or at any rate convince all fair-mined members of this 
House that the matter did receive careful consideration at the hands of 
Government. My further object is to bring to the notice of the House 
the results of our investigations. 

Sir, in the year 1930 at the time of the budget debate of that year 
I made the following speeth on a motion moved by my friend Maulvi 
Tamisuddin Khan: '*The experiment of supplying mosquito nets to aU 
prisoners is in operation in Pabna and after examination it is intended 
to take up the experiment in three more jails. 1 may mention that 
under the present Jail Code all civil prisoners and prisoners suffering 
from malaria get inos([uito nets in hospitals; undertrial prisoners also 
can have mosquito nets at their own cost.*’ Perhaps some members 
of this House will remember that in answ^er to a question recently put 
I said that it was open to any friends of the prisoners to send mosquito 
nets and the Siiperinteiidents of Jails would allow them to use the nets. 
"The result of the expt'riment in the Pabna jail is rather interesting, 
and that experiment has proved somewhat imonclusive; and curiously 
the figure for malarial attack in the year after the introduction of 
mosquito nets has been somewhat larger than that of the preceding 
year when there were no mosquito nets. It stnn k me as rather strange; 
so we went into the matter very fully and we also consulted the Director 
of Public Health, Dr. Bentley. It appears that there are several factors 
in operation in this matter." Members of this House who are medical 
men, for instance, my friend Dr. Haridhaii Dutt, will be able to 
appreciate the inference tliat can he drawn from these facts. "It 
appears that one of the most important factors is that at a particular 
moment the jail population may have come from a malaria-infected 
area and at another point of time less prisoners may have come from 
a malaria-in fe(' ted area. There are other fm'tors too which make the 
Pabna experiment inconclusive. By that I do not for a moment 
pretend to say that mosquito nets cannot net^essarily have a beneficial 
effect on the prevention of malaria. 

"Now as I have already said we consulted not only the jail 
authorities, the Superintendents of various jails, but we also consulted 
Dr. Bentley, the Director of Public Health. He also was of opinion*--* 
and I have his report before me—as to why the experiment in the Pabna 
Jail was inconclusive. Dr. Bentley among his other suggestions made 
a definite suggestion which in his opinion is likely to meet the object 
which the Government and members of this House have in view, 
namely, to deal with the malaria problem amongst the jail oonricie. 
One ^ the suggeetions he puts forward is this :** and I am quoting from 
hit opinion " *I understand it is proponed to entry onl an mrperiment itt 
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two jailfi, apparently^ in mosquito nets as has been done in Pabna. I 
would like to suggest the carrying out if possible of two or more anti- 
mosquito campaigns in an area including one-half mile radius from 
the jails selected/ ** That was his opinion ; it is said that we are likely 
to get much more better results and far more effective results at a 
cheaper rate if we carry on anti-mosquito campaigns in an area including 
one-half mile radius from the jails selected. I am still quoting from 
his report: ** ‘If it were possible to use jail labour the cost would be 
no more than supervision together with the sprayers and oil required. 
As regards oil I do not think that the cost would need to exceed about 
Be. 1 per acre, or roughly about Bs. 500. A sprayer costs about Bs. 90, 
In some places Paris green would be effective. Altogether I do not 
think that the work would need to cost more than about Bs. 1,000 at 
the most, and the great advantage would bo that local population would 
benefit at the same time as the prisoners. Take the case of Dacca for 
example* *’ — I hope members of this House who come from Dacca will 
admit that Dacca is a particularly mosquito-ridden place. “ ‘At Dacca 
there is a lot of dengue or there used to be. This is also a mosquito 
borne disease but mosquito nets are not a safeguard because the 
stegorayia mosquito that carries dengue bites in the day time chiefly. 
On the other hand ordinary culex mosquitos that give most discomfort 
at Dacca are a trouble at night. I believe that systematic anti-culex 
work at Dacca would reduce culex mosquitos in the jail, if carried out 
for half a mile radius and the cost need not I think exceed that of 
mo.squito nets.* ” I may point out that the suggestions made by Dr. 
Bentley could not be investigated for reasons I sliall presently state. 
But certain points arising out of his suggestions, for example, that 
jail labour should be used outside the jails require consideration in the 
Jail Department. Then I went on quoting facts and figures of what the 
total cost would be if all the jails were provided with mosquito nets. 
“Bough estimates have been prepared but detailed estimates have not 
been prepared as yet as they are intended more for the purpose of 
giving an idea ikan for anything else. The total cost would be over 
a lakh of rupees in capital expenditure and about half a lakh in recurring 
expenditure because the life of a mo.Hquito net is only about two years. 
Those who are more familiar with this problem than I or any other lay 
members of this House may have other suggestions to put forward. 
With regard to prisoners who come from malaria-infected localities some 
kind of special treatment may be more effective than mere provision of 
mosquito nets. At any rate at a much lesser expense we may hope to 
get better resuttS. But as the problem is a difficult one and different 
eolutions have been suggested Government in the Jails Department^" 
decided to carry on the experiment, funds pennitting, in three more 
jails and at the same time to investigate some of the other suggestkms. 
Xt has been said that the real reason why further ejqiieriineats have not 
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been inade was the finaBcial difficulties of Government. Financial 
difficulties no doubt are ever present in the (Government of Bengal but 
1 majr tell the members of this House that when it is a question of 
health we certainly try not to be weighed down by financial difficulties 
and the fact that we have taken certain steps at Pabiia shows that this 
is the position.” I then pointed out some difficulty which the 
administrative department felt in the matter. “There are certain other 
points which I should like to place before the House. From the 
prisoners themselves there is not only no demand for mosquito nets — 
I am speaking of ordinary prisoners — but some dissatisfaction is 
expressed if such nets are provided. The ordinary prisopers are not 
provided with cots to sleep in,” and this Inst mentioned point 1 would 
like the House to particularly bear in mind — “so the mosquito nets I 
am told by jail officers as also by some jail visitors, will fail in their 
object, because the mosquito nets cannot he properly tucked up, with 
the result that in many cases it means benefit more to the mosquitos 
rather than protection to the prisoners!” We all have experienced 
that when we are sleeping under a mosquito net if for some reason or 
other mosquitos enter into the net, the position is worse than that of a 
man sleeping without a mosquito net. Most of the prisoners have to 
sleep on a blanket on the floor and if we provide tliem with mosquito 
nets it is common sense that the nets cannot he properly tucked up and 
the prisoners will not bo protocoled from mosquito-bites. 

“Then certain administrative difficulties nffocting discipline have 
also been pointed out. The membors of this House may appreciate what 
these difficulties are likely to be. From what I have said I think those 
members who approach this question with an open mind will give 
Government (‘redit that the matter has been receiving the careful 
consideration of Government and I may assure the House, if this 
assurance were needed, that it will continue to receive very careful 
consideration.” 

Sir, the above speech was delivered on the 22nd March, 1930, and 
after that we wanted to investigate these suggestions further but for 
reasons beyond our control we could not. The House will perhaps 
remember that in less than a month’s time from that date there came 
the intensive campaign of the civil disobedience movement. This 
movement besides requiring expenditure of a very large amount of 
money also dislocated the jail admini$tration. There was a sudden 
influx of 2,000 to 3,000 civil disobedience prisoners gradually rising 
to 5,000 who had to be provided with accommodation. In the beginning 
we had neither the staff to manage them nor the accommodation required 
lor them; we had to provide them with clothing, bedding and other 
reqniremente. At very short notice and working at high preseure we 
provided additionnl accommodation and the requirements and also 
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afi»eiubled the additional staff. The hig^h procure, however, con tinned 
throughout the year and it was impossible to pay any attention to the 
suggestions of Dr. Bentley. 

Further, not only we could not pay any attention to these suggestions 
during the current year but, I regret to say that, I cannot hold out any 
hope that we shall be able to do anything effective this year unless there 
be an unexpected improvement in financial and other matters. Next 
year as you all know the financial position of the Government of Bengal 
is very much worse off than of the current year ; in fact from the budget 
presented by my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Marr we all know that we are 
financially about a crore and a half worse off. Well, Sir, to find a few 
thousands is very much more difficult for us next year than it was in 
March, 19'10. In March, 1930, I was hopeful that, if necessary, I could 
find Rs. 10 to 20 thousand but next year I cannot hold out any hope that 
the promise of last year can be fulfilled next year. 

5-15 p.m. 

If through any unexpected change of circumstances we can find 
the funds necessary for carrying out the exp uiincnt we shall certainly 
do it particularly as anti-malarial work round the jail with a half 
mile area is not very expensive. But it can only be thought of not 
only if the civil disobedience is permanently called off, if the tem- 
porary truce is converted into a permanent peace, but also if the 
economic situation impi-oves very considembly. Lest I am accused 
afterwards of not doing anything. I give this warning now. Subject 
to that warning, I promise to do my l)est. Our past conduct shows 
that we have not neglected this question. I am free to coufe.ss that 
when I took charge of my present ofii(*e, the question struck me very 
much ill the same way ns it strikes some of the hou'bie members of 
the House to-day, namely, that provision of ino.Hcjuito curtains would 
be effective in preventing outbreak in the jails. But when I had 
opportunities to go into the matter more fully, I came to a different 
conclusion. Colonel Hamilton, who was a very sympathetic Inspector- 
General of Prisons, pointed out the difficulties in the way of supplying 
inos<|uito curtains to prisoners. He more than once mentioned to me 
that it would be useless to supply mosquito nets, unless we could 
accept the policy of supplying cots for the prisoners. He also pointed 
out certain other administrative difficulties, one of which was that in 
some of these association wards, provision for mosquito nets for 
prisoners would retard ventilation, in some places it would require 
•tnictural alterations in these wards and that would mean money and 
lime, and that there were more useful and urgent schemes. I need 
not go into further details. My main object is to impress tAe lair* 
minded members of this House that we have not been nsglectinl in 
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tkis mslter. If ike House is satisfied with my explanation, 1 hope 
that it will leave the matter to Government. May I remind the 
House in this connection what the effect of a token cut will be? A 
token cut will prevent reappropriation; so, if durinp the year, we 
have some money for experiment either on the provision of mosquito 
nets or for anti-malarial work, your token cut will have exactly the 
opposite effect to what you would like us to do, that is, it will not be 
possible for us to reappropriate the money for those pur]) 0 se 8 . Another 
object of a token cut is to draw the attention of Government to certain 
grievances. I have shown that the attention of the Government has 
been well drawn to this question. There may be a third object of a 
token cut and that is to censure Government. There again I can 
appeal with confidence to all fair-minded members that they should 
not censure Government as the Government have Iteen more anxious 
to deal with this problem than some of the members are. The real 
difference between them and the Government is that the Government 
had certain facts and materials before them which the non-official 
members had not. Xow that I have taken tliem into my confidence 
and have placed all materials before them, I hope that they will be 
satisfied. If any of them wants further materials, I would ask them 
to see either me or Mr. Hutchings and they will be placed before him. 
Sir, this is all I have got to say about supplying mosquito netst to 
the prisoners and I trust the House will not hamper the possible 
efforts of the Jail Department by passing a token cut. 

Then, Sir, there is the que.slion of accommodation to which 
Mr. Haiti and some other members have referred. That also is a 
question of utmost importance an^ so f do not apologise to the House 
for taking a little more of their time in <lealing with this matter. 
Further, I think I feel that the Hou.se should have more information 
on the subject. In paragraph 17 of the Report of the Jails 
Committee, it was jminted out that effective separation of the various 
classes of prisoners was important. In prat'tically none of the jails 
visited by the members of the Jails Committee was there an effective 
separation of the habitual and non-bubitual criminals or of the 
juveniles and adolestents from the adults, whether in the under-trial 
or the convict wards. They further pointed out that a larger numl>er 
of cells was absolutely necessary. They further pointed out that most 
of the central jails which were intended for long-term prisoners were 
overcrowded The main difficulties, they summed up, of the exliting 
jails were this: Inefficient facilities for segregating the variouB 
classes of prisoners and an almost complete absence of facilities for 
segregating individual prisoners and overcrowding of prisoners. They 
suggested that Government should acquire some buildings for this 
pmpose a&d they thought that the Dum Dum Factory building, the 
Dacca Mental Hospital building and the Berhampore Mental Hospital 
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building and some other placet might be utilised for ibit purpoee* 
They made a number of other suggestions which are embodied in 
another portion of report. But the time at my disposal is getting 
shorter and shorter and 1 will only tell the House what we have done 
in this direction. In the first place 1 would remind the House that 
a resolution was passed by Government on this report and that was 
before 1 took charge of this portfolio. In paragraphs II and 12 of 
the Government resolution this question was dealt with and the 
recommendations made by the committee on this point were more or 
less accepted in principle by the Government, but financial difficulties 
were pointed out. In order to relieve overcrowding the Government 
of Bengal have acquired what is known as the Army and Clothing 
Factory at Alipore. That was, however, not merely for the use of 
jails department but for some other departments too. Our intention 
is to locate there a new female jail and an under- trial ward of the 
Presidency Jail. But for want of money, we have not been able to 
take action in the matter. There is a technical difficulty too. The 
Army and Clothing Factory is not at present under the original 
jurisdiction of the Calcutta High Court. We have already converted 
the Presidency Jail into a B class jail, that is to say, a jail for 
habituals who are mostly long-term prisoners, and the only habituals 
who are now to be found in the Alipore Jail in normal times are 
prisoners who have to deal with Fonns and Press. Then we have 
secured the Dacca Mental Hospital and have converted it into a jail. 
We have sanctioned schemes amounting to Rs. 1,65,000 and we have 
also various dining shed schemes estimated to cost Rs. 60,000. 
Here again the effect of a token cut will l>e that if we could save any 
money which we might utilise^for these purposes, the token cut will 
prevent us from doing so. 

1 hope after my explanation those members who have moved their 
motions will withdraw them or at any rate not press them to a division. 
Even if they do so, I hope the other members will support 
Government. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA; May I ask for an 

information P I understood yesterday that the Hon* hie Member or 
Mr. Hutchings would move an amendment for a cut of Rs. 6,00,000 
to the original motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will come later on. According to rules^ 
we do not deal with original motion before certain items have been 
disposed of. 

The following motion ot Mr. B. Maiti was then put and lost:— 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 10,54,000 under the head ‘25A.— Jalla— 
Central Jails’ be reduced by Bs. 100 (grievances of the prisonere^ 
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]>artic«hrly political prisoners, regarding diet, accommodation^ 
insufficient oil for rubbing their body, no provision for mosquito 
curtains in these jails in the malarioiis districts and treatment by the 
authorities).*’ 

The following motion of Kazi Erodadul Uoque was then put and 
lost : — 

‘‘That the demand of Us. 3,95,000 under the head ‘25 A, — Jails — 
Subsidiary jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (want of proper accommodation 
and fooding and clothing of the convicts and prisoners).” 

The following motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 41,90,000 under the head ‘25. — Jails and 
Convict Settlements’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (urgency of supplying 
mosquito curtains to all classes of prisoners specially in the malaria 
districts and supplying mustard oil to those, who are accustomed to use 
it before their bath and also to draw attention to the limitations under 
which non<official visitors to jails have to work).” 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,68,900 under the head ’25 A. — Jails — Contingencies’ be reduced 
by Rs. 68,900.” 

Mwilvi TAjMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want to move the next 
motion which stands in my name. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order. 
Sir. Has not this motion been already disposed of? 

Tht Hofi’bte Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The question 
raised in this motion was covered by the motions which have just 
been disposed of after my reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I do not know why this motion should 
be there. There is no doubt tbat the decision of the Council covers 
this motion. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 thought 1 should be allowed to 
have had an opportunity to move this motion of mine. 

Mn PRESIDENTS You had your opportunity to speak on the 
lirevious motion. Your motion is similar to the ones just disposed of. 
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Maifliri TAMIZUDDIN KHAMs Sir, the other motions covered # 
wider ground. So I thonght my motion could be moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid 1 cannot allow you to do so, 
because the decision of the Council governs your motion as well. We 
shall now take up motion standing in the name of Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai. 

The following motion was not put as it was covered by the 
foregoing decision of the Council : — 

Miulvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: ^‘That the demand of Rs. 1,68,900 
under the head *25A. — Jails — Contingencies’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(supply of mosquito curtains to all classes of prisoners).” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we can take up motions Nos. 437, 439, 
440 and 448, together. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 36,06,60() under the head ”2bA. — Jails” be reduced 
by Rh. 10, (H), 000. 

Sir, in spite of the assurances of the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of Jails that he was prepared to reduce the total budget figure by 
Rs. 5 lakhs in lump sum, 1 remain still unconvinced why the figure 
should not go back to the actuals of 1928-29. Sir, on a comparative 
study of figures under head ‘*25A.~ Jails,” during the last three 
years, I find that the budget estimate of 1929-30 was Rs. 27,34,000, in 
1930-31 it was Rs. 28,03,900 and in 1931-32 it has been raised to 
Rs. 36,06,600, t.c, almut Rs. 10 lakhs in excess of the actuals of 
1928-29 which was Rs. 26,64,94 8 and about Rs. 9 lakhs in excess of 
actuals of 1929-30 which was Rs. 27,27,e352. Sir, in an atmosphere of 
I^ace and goodwill created by the Gandhi-Irwin agreement, there is 
little chance of the re-appearance of the civil disobedience movement 
in the near future and therefore I fail to understand why my most 
reasonable proposal to reduce the figure by ten lakhs should not be 
accepted by the House. It would be only going back to the actuals 
of 1928-29 when normal conditions prevailed. Over and above this, 
the price of commodities have considerably gone down in comparison 
with the prices prevailing in 1928-29 so that further reductions may 
be possible. 

Sir, the Hon*ble Member in charge of Jails approached this House 
in August last with a supplementary demand of Rs. 10,43,600 to meet 
esMntial items of expenditure necessitated by the large influx qf 
prisoner. As all the prisoners detained in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement have been released, I do not find any reason 
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why lk« whole of Rs. 10,43,500 shoald not be stntek off front the 
coming year*« budget. I think I have been able to oonvinoe the 
House tiiat Ra.^10 lakhs is the proper amount which should be reduced 
in the budget estimates for 1931*32. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Member has l>een pleased to inform the House 
yesterday that the new system of classification of ordinary (onvicts 
is likely to cause increase in expenditure. He has also anticipated 
the admission of 500 additional ordinary prisoners in the prisons 
during the coming year. Sir, I do not believe that Rs. 1,0(K) a year 
will be necessary to maintain each ordinary prisoner and in that case 
the total cost for their maintenance would have been Rs. 5 lakhs. 
The actual cost therefore w'ould be much below that figure. Sir, the 
Hon’ble Member has been graciously pleased to make the reduction 
of a lump sum of Rs. 5 lakhs on condition that the motions for 
reductions of items of expenditure are not pressed by the movers. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: On a point of 
personal explanation. Sir, I made no condition. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, I would Lave been the 
last person to move for reduction of even a rupee had the Ilon^ble 
Member come to the House with a scheme for the reformation of the 
prisons in Bengal to make prison life more and more reformative. 
With these words T commend niy motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The HofPble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: May 1 again 
rise to a point of personal explanation? This is a motion for a cut 
of Rs. 10 lakhs. If he wanted to make any suggestion for thw 
improvement of the Jail administration, he should have moved for a 
token cut. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Babu KIBHORI HOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 36,06,500 under the head *25 A. — Jails’ l>e reduced by Rs. 8,00,000.” 

Dr. NARBSH BHANORA BEN CUPTAl 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 36,06,500 under the head **25A. — Jails” be reduce<l by 
Rs. 7,00,000. 

Sir, I find myself in agreement with the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of Jails in this matter that after the stopping of the civil difobedienee 
movement ih is possible to make some retrenchment. The extent of 
economy on the face of it looks more like Rs. 7 lakhs than Be. 10 lakhe 
as has been sug^ted bv mv friend Munindra Deb Rai ICahasai. 

E9 
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Mn PREilOENT: The Hoa’ble Member said that he was 
prepared to effect a reduction of Be. 5 lakhs from the grant as a whole, 
but you are pressing for a cut of Es. 7 lakhs in respect of a definite item 
within that grant. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; My submiBsion is that 
that particular head is the head from which this cut might be made. 

The Hofi’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; Not 

necessarily. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: If you compare the 
figures of the budget estimate for 1930-31 and the demand for this year, 
you will see that the figure comes to a little over Rs. 7 lakhs. Therefore 
I say that it is possible to reduce the demand to the extent of Rs. 7 
lakhs. I have made some attempt to look at the detailed budget, and 
of course it is not possible for me with my very limited information 
about details to work out the proper figures, but I find that the items 
in which there has been a phenomenal rise in the last year over the 
estimated figures 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you cun discuss those items in 
connection with this motion. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With regard to the 
details under this particular head, it leads also to the same result. 
My submission is that if the Hon‘ble Member will agree to reduce the 
demand by Rs. 7 lakhs he will still have enough to carry on the work 
of the department, and if afterwards it is found that that amount is 
not sufficient, it is always open to him to come to this Council with a 
supplementary demand. If the Hcm’ble Member would reduce Rs, 7 
lakhs from the total demand I am quite willing to agree with him and 
I am sure the Monas will also agree. 


Mr. P. BANERdI: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 36,06,000 
under the head “25. — .Iail»“ be reduced by Rs. 1,46,000, 

My motion is a very simple one because it is only an economic cut. 
It aims at a reduction of the salaries of officers at the rate of 25 per 
cent, and that of establishment at 10 per cent. I want to inquire if 
the Hon*bla Memba|*-in-charge in agreeing to a reduction of Es. 5 lakhs 
from the total demand bus taken into account the question of iwductimi 
^ the salaries of officers and establishment. If that is so 1 would not 
press this motion; otherwise I move lor a reduction of Rs. 1,46,000. 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


4S1 


1931 .]^- 

Th* following motion was cullad but not inovtul: — 

Mr. 8YAMAPROMO MOOKERJEE: ‘‘That the demand of 
Rs. 41,90,000 under the head ‘25. —Jails and C^mvict Settlements* 
he reduced by Rs. 7,00, 000.” 

The Hon’bto Sir PROVA8H CH UNDER MITTER: Sir, before I 
reply may I draw the attention of the House to the point which has 
been explained by you, r/;., under rule 91 {4} of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules no motions shall be made for the reduction of a gnint 
as a whole until all motions for the omission or reduction of definite 
items within that grant have been dis(‘ussed Therefore under the 
rules the motion for a reduction of the total grant by Rs. 5 lakhs can 
only be moved after we have finished all these items. My friend Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has put the question, and it has been put 
to me several times, whether the pro|K>sal for a reduction of the total 
demand was made conditional to the withdrawal of all these cuts. I 
have explained more than once that I made no such condition. 

May I point out with regard to Munindra I)eh Rai Mahasai’s motion 
that he has given no particulars to the House as to why tliere should 
be a cut for Rs. 10 lakhs. On the other hand, liis point was that 
Rs. 5 lakhs was not enough. 1 have not, however, l>een able to find 
enough reasons for cutting over Rs. 5 lakhs. He wants to cut the 
whole of Rs. 10 lakhs for which a supplementary demand was made 
last year. I do not think I need deal with that more fully. I may 
.say generally both with regard tt) Dr. Sen (jupta an<l Rai Mahasai’s 
motions that after going very carefully through the Jail Department 
papers we thought ae could not cut more than Rs. 6 lakhs. Dr. Sen 
Oupta him.self said that he could not say why his cut should he R«. 7 
lakhs. If that lie the ]Hj.sition, then he should have some trust in those 
who deal with the matter. If we can really save more than Rs. 6 lakhs 
that will go to cover the huge deficit. Frankly speaking, I cannbi 
deal with the matter more fully except in a general way, because we 
are not in a position to go into the details of the budget estimate. This 
budget estimate is not prepared in a day; it means that the details of 
expenditure in the different jails under different heads are submitted, 
they are carefully scrutinised in the department, and then after that 
they are scrutinised by the Finance Department. We cannot upset 
the whole thing in a day. It will at least take a couple of months if 
we have to scrutinise every item, but taking the beads broadly and 
going through the matter head by head we find that Rs. 5 lakhs is the 
utmost that we can cut. If we can save more it does not matter, 
because it goes to help us in meeting the deficit. I do not see why the 
members should not have that trust on us. 

As regards Mr. P. Banerjt’s motion I can tell him at once that there 
is no proposal for the reduction of salaries of officers and establishment. 
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It cannot \ye done by one particular department of the proTineial 
Government, and I muflt »ay that it is not fair on the part of the 
Council to call upon a particular department to cut 25 per cent, of the 
pay of its officers. I do not think I need dilate on that point any 
more, and I hope the Council will reject the motions. 

After we have hnished dealing with all these cuts Mr. Hutchings 
will move an amendment to reduce the whole demand by Rs. 5 lakhs. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

5-45 p.m. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Tlie motion of Mr. P. Banerji was then put and lost. 

Babu aiTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 36,06,500 under the head “25A. — Jails*' be reduced by 
Bs. 101 (to raise a discussion about the conduct of jail administration 
generally). 

Sir, my object is not to criticise the administration of the 
department, nor to criticise the administration of the Hon'ble Member. 
1 want simply to make some suggestions to the Hon'ble Member for 
the better administration of the Jail Department. I know that this 
is almost a hopeless task for past experience shows that all our 
suggestions go entirely unheeded by the department. However, Sir, I 
am prepared to hope for the best and expect the worst. I shall l>egin by 
referring to the political prisoners in order to a get a thorny subject 
out of the way. Here I may tell the Hon'ble Member that half the 
trouble is caused by the fact that the authorities persistently refuse to 
recognise that there is such a class as political prisoners. I cannot 
uuderstand the game of silly make-belief which they play in this 
oonue<;tion.. Wlmt^ver political prisoners are mentioned, they assume 
an air of bland innocence and point to the Jail Code. They say, 
**We have A class prisoners and B class prisoners; Ist division 
prisoners, 2nd division prisoners and 3rd division prisoners; but 
pcditkml prisoners? — We know of none such! And this— although a 
whole department has been set apart for these and the charge of this 
dapartment has been shifted on to the control of the Hon'ble 
Member’s colleague, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice. My point 
is that you should recognise that there is such a class as politieal 
prisoners — reoogniie in theory and law as you do recognise in praotioe. 
And after this has been done, you should provide entirely separate 
lusoommodation for them. To some extent this has been done by the 
eiuotioa of speoial jails. But 1 submit that what has \mn done is 
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not eiMgli, and many of the political prieonere are confined even now 
in ordinary jails which is very undesirable from all points of view. 
Then again so far as division T prisoners are concerned, the rules lay 
down that they should be provided with cellular accommodation as far 
as possible. But this has never been done or even attempted to be 
done. In Dum Dum Special Jail, for instance, there is accommoda- 
tion for more than 2,000 men, but not a single prisoner is provided 
with separate accommodation. Dozens, scores, even hundreds of 
them are huddled together in one vast chamber or hall — to the 
acute discomfort of persons who are acknowledged by (Government as 
belonging to the higher classes of society. This grievance should be 
remedied forthwith; and the (iovernment shoulil further reconsider 
the present i;y4eni of classifying political prisoners. I have had 
occasion to point out l>cfore that these prisoners did not want any 
classification for themselves. They would welcome its total abolition 
and the substitution of a single (lass for all of them. This will iH»t 
necessarily mean an increase of co.st. At present you sanction a diet- 
allowance of nine annas and six pies a day for divisions I and II. 
and three nnnas six pies tor divi'^ion TH. AI>oli^h this system and 
follow a middle cour.se hy fixing a rate of (say) six «»r seven annas per 
head. You will find tiuit the total cost will not he imidi more than 
what it is to-day. 

Leaving aside the jxditical prisoners, let me pa.ss on to the case of 
the ordinary convicts. So far «a.s tliese persons are concerned, the 
present .system of ( lussificati(»n is working all right. But two ( hanges 
mu.st b(‘ made. Tlnoe must he a sharper line of demareation between 
division 1 and division II. and the (la.ssifying autliority must la* 
precisely fixed. At present who dassifies tliese ])risoners}^ Most 
probably the Magistrate. If that is so, the .system is whfdly wrong, 
r^t the Mttgistrati* make his reeonimendation, ami let his recommenda- 
tion be forwarde<i to the jail authorities, with the convict’s history- 
sheet. But the final authority must be the Superintendent of the Jail. 

As for other things, my first point is that a system of drill and 
school must Im? introduced in all the central and district jails of Bengal. 
There has been for some time pa.st a system of drilling with regard to 
adolescent prisoners in the Alipore (’eiifrai Jail. That system might 
be followed with advantage every where. The result has been admirable 
so far as the Alipore Central Tail is concerned. 

As regards schooling, 1 must refer to the admirable work done by 
a gentleman who was very^ much misunderstfiod in his day and grossly 
and unjustly assailed in the Press — a man who did most useful work 
during the five years that he was in the Alipore Central Jail. So buig 
as Major Dutt was Superintendent, there was a school for adolescent 
prisoners which served a very' useful purpose. That echoed 
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disappeared with the disappearance of Major Dutt; and the revival 
of it is a matter to which the Hon’ble Member might direct his 
attention. 

Then, apart from ordinary schooling you may arrange for a oourae 
of lantern lectures in all central and district jails. This should be 
provided for illiterate prisoners who cannot profit by the lessons given 
at the ordinary schools. 

Apart from questioning training and education, there is another 
important suggestion — ^which the jail authorities have persistently 
turned down. One of the chief sources of discontent among jail 
inmates is that the authorities do not allow them certain things which 
may be technically considered as luxuries but which for all practical 
purposes are practically as good as necessaries of life. Take, for 
instance, tobacco ; 90 per cent, of jail offences are due to the fact that 
the inmates are refused the use of tobacco. If you make an experiment 
by relaxing the rule a bit in this matter I am sure that, in future, it 
will act as an incentive to prisoners to be of good behaviour, and I am 
sure the ex]>eriment will he crowned with success. Mr. Hutchings was 
telling me the other day that an experiment like this has been 
unsuciiessful in the Punjab. Hut, Sir, I submit that one province is 
not necessarily a safe guide for aijother to follow, and because an 
experiment was unsucce.s.sful in the l^injab, tlmt is no reason why it 
will be iinsu(;ces8ful in Bengal. At any rate you can give it a trial. 

Passing on from the question of discipline, I should like to turn 
to some ordinary amenities of jail life. Some of these are small 
mutters, hut they might result in a great improvement, in awakening 
u sense of s('U-rospect amongst the prisoners and raising their standard 
of (umduet and character. Take the case of jangias. far as 
Muhammuilans are concerned, these jaugias go down to the knees; but 
so far us Hindu prisoners are concerned, they merely serve the purpose 
of a loin-cloth. The privsoiiers lose all sense of decency by being 
compelled to wear such dress; and once the sense of decency is lost the 
sense of self-respect is also lost. A very useful purpose will be served 
if you do away with the present system of clothing and introduce a 
better kind i»f dress. 

As regards latrine atToraraodation, the present system is a nuisance, 
and the sooner you change it the better it is in the interest of the jail 
population at large. And in this conneitiou I should like to draw 
attention to tlie paramount necessity of segregating non-habituals from 
habituals. The Hon’ble Member was saying, perhaps not quite 
correctly, that the Presidency Jail was now reserved for long-term 
prisoners. Presuu|ably what he meant was the Presidency Jail was 
now reserved for habitual and class prisoners. This is all to tbe 
good; but the thing must be carried still further and there must be 
complete separation between habitual and non-habitual priaoneni^ 
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IncidMitally I may remark that the short-term eimpl<Nieiil«ao6 
prisoner is an anomaly; it is a relic of barbarous days and the sooner 
it goes the better for all. All prisoners, without distinction, should 
Be made to work : only the degree and kind of work should be carefully 
determined by the Superintendent with reference to the circumstances 
of each individual prisoner. At present, by your pernicious system 
of short-term imprisonment, you do not now give a prisoner a fair 
opportunity of learning anything useful in the jail : you give him only 
opportunity to mix with hardened criminals and become one 
himself. The result is a fearful amount of economic and moral waste. 

These are some of the suggestions that I submit for the consideration 
of the Hon’ble Member. I hope ho will not summarily brush them 
aside. They have at least one circumstance in their favour, even if 
I should say it myself ; they come from one who speaks with inside 
experience and who, in matters of jail administration at least, does 
not wish simply to score a debating point or to pitch holes in the work 
of administration. 


Mtuivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion of Professor Jitendralal Ihinnerje*'. If u mati goes to 
a jail as a visitor and goes there with his eyes open, he will tiiid many 
things whi(‘)i will remind him of the 10th or the 12th centur>^ I shall 
draw the attention of the Tron’ble Member to some of the evils and 
see if he can do anything to remedy them. 

I shall first draw attention to the system of bathing parade. 
Members on this side or that do not perhaps know what bathing imrade 
means. The convicts are allowed half a minute to bathe. They are 
allowed six seers of water in a vessel supplied by the jail authorities. 
I think Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee will agree with me, although some- 
times he sympathises with the Hon*ble Mem her- in -charge, that the 
bathing system is really pernicious, vicious and immoral. 

Next comes the latrine depot. That is more vicious, more barbarous 
and more cruel. Sixty or more prisoners, all naked, without any shed 
and any decency, are locked up for three minutes and then forced to 
leave the latrine even if they have not satisbed the call of nature. I 
would request the Hon’ble Member to see if he can effect a change in 
this practice. 

Then there is the system of searches in the morning and evening. 
The convicts entering cells are made absolutely naked and are searched. 

Another thing to which* I would draw attention is the *'gnnny 
doth** and I would request Mr. Huichingi to tee if he can make a 
change. 
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Supposing a convict loses his gamcha. My question is this: that 
although his gamcha is kept inside and is not visible from the outside, 
it is sometimes stolen by the warders and for this the warders are not 
punished, but the man who loses his gamcha is punished and is given 
a gunny cloth to use as a gamcha. 

The next thing apart from the gunny cloth that I would mention 
is the system of cross bar fetters and standing handcuff. I would 
humbly appeal to tlie House to do away with it, Sir. I can stand up 
and say in the face of the whole earth that such a system does not 
exist in any jail administration in the world that I know of. For 
instance, such a system does not obtain in the jail administration in 
Japan. 

Sir, under these cross bar fetters and bar fetters and standing 
handciiffs a man is made to remain in this position for three and 
sometimes for six months continually. 

Another thing to which I would draw the attention of the House is 
the system of whipping. Sir, you do not know how a man is whipped. 
I have seen with my own eyes in the Alipore Central Jail many such 
instances. A man is tied to a wooden frame work, stripped completely 
naked and lashes fall on his back so mercilessly that you cannot imagine 
or conceive of such things. 1 have also seen a man being whipped 
every one and half inch of bis body and beaten mercilessly and I would 
entreat the House to do aw-ny with this system. 

Anotluv* thing to which 1 would draw the pointed attention of 
Mr. Hutchings is the blanket punishment. I challenge Mr. Hutchings 
to rise up in his seat and contradict my statement that tliere is no 
corporal punishment in the jails of Bengal. Mr. J. L. Banner jee will 
also perhaps bear testimony to the existence of this punishment. In 
this case a man is tied band and foot in a blanket and is beaten 
mercilessly— ~— 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi ABDU8 SAMADs ^That the demand of Rs. 36,06,500 
under the head ‘25A, — Jails* be reduced by Ra. 100 (administration 
of jails, particularly with reference to complaints regarding the 
following ; — 

(a) treatment of under-irials, 

(&) classification of prisoners, 

(c) facilities for interviews and correspondence. 
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(4) aecomiQodatioii for women prisoners and those of tender age, 

(e) food supply, 

(f) provision lor the education of jail inmates, 

(p) rough handling of prisoners, and 

(h) insufficiency of clothing and beddings, etc.).’* 

Maulvi SYED MLALUDOIN HASHEMY: That the demand 

of Rs. 36,06,500 under the head ‘25A.-Jail8’ he reduced by Rs. 100 
(to condemn the policy of classihcation of political prisoners and to 
suggest measures to do away with the difficulty).** 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: *That the demand of Rs. 36,06,500 
under the head ‘25A. — Jails — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw attention to the absence of dining sheds or rooms for prisoners 
at the Comilla and other jails in the imifassal).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That the demand of 
Rs. 5,77,000 under the head ‘25B. — .Tail Manufactures’ be reduced by 
Rs. 10,000,” 

Mft Ri Hi HUTCHINGS: 1 do not propose to reply in detail to all 
the points that have been raised, but I cannot refrain from expressing 
my satisfaction at, and admiration for, the speech whicdi we heard 
from my friend Mr. J. L. Bannerjee. It is always a pleasure to listen 
to him ami particularly a pleasuie to hear him when he addresses us 
on the jail administration, because he speaks with knowledge and with 
a desire to give us something really constructive to work upon, and 
if I may say so, every word of his 8pee<*h might have been uttered by 
myself except that he has done it very much better than I could do. 

There is one thing that 1 should like to speak about as regards 
the authority for classification of prisoners in superior divisions. 
€k)vemraent informed the House on a former occasion that it originally 
proposed that the Superintendent should be the classifying authority. 
VTe have very little reason from past experience to modify that decision, 
but in this matter we are not free to act on our own opinion; we have 
to follow the rules which have been laid down by the Government of 
India for all the provinces in India. 

With regard to the introduction of primary education in our jails, 
I may inform the House that when I was Superintendent of the Alipore 
Central Jail,^the school so ably continued under Major Som Butt, i.u.s., 
was started as an experimental measure. We found it to be of great 
value in dealing with this class of prisoners; it improved their morale, 
it improved their discipline and it gave them something to interest 
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themselvea in and in every way we found it a beneficial measure. On 
the banis of that experiment, we worked out a scheme to introduce 
similar schools in all the five central jails. That scheme has been 
worked out and has been submitted to the Finance Department by this 
department in two successive years for the allotment of funds, but 
unfortunately we have not been successful in obtaining them; so we 
have not been able to introduce that scheme. It is, however, one of 
the very first schemes on our list and I can assure the House that we 
shall continue to hammer away at the Finance Department until we 
are successful in getting money allotted to it. 

As regards lantern lectures, I also recall that when I was the 
Superintendent of the Alipore Central Jail, I was able to arrange for 
a certain number of lantern lectures to be given voluntarily by 
gentlemen who were good enough to go there and do so, but it is very 
difficult to keep up a regular supply and if members of this House would 
do something to assist the Superintendents of Jails in that way, 1 am 
sure this department would be very grateful. 

As regards Maulvi Jalaluddin Hasheiuy’s speech, 1 have listened 
with very great care to the criticisms which lie has made and although 
I suspect him of perliaps having n somew hat exaggerated view* of some 
of the alleged evils, I can assure him that the Insiwctor-Gcneral of 
Prisons will give every attention to the points that he has rai.sed in 
the course of his inspections. I could take up each of his points one 
by one and ask the House to believe that these arc very rare occurrences. 
I need only say a word or tw'o regarding the so-called blanket punish- 
ment. We conducted a very careful inquiry info the specific allegations 
made about that, but 1 regret or rather I am glad to say that we were 
not siH’cessful in getting any definite evidence at all. I do not say 
that this ])rerlude8 any possibility of it having occurred, but all I 
can say is that I do not think that it occurs nowadays and we can obtain 
no specific evidence on the subject at all. 

As I have to move a motion on my own behalf, I do not propose to 
take up the time of the House any longer. 

iaiHi JITENORALAL iANNER4EE: 1 beg leave to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion w^as then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr# R« Ha HUTCHINGS: I beg to move that the demand under 
the head “25. — Jails and Convict Settlements” be reduced by 
Es. 5,00,000. 

I need add nothing to what has already been said by the Hon’ble 
Member. Of course 1 must say that my motion is in no seme e 
miticism of, or meant as a disrespect to, the honourable and liberal 
gaiiUeman whom I have the honour to serve. 
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! 1 |i 9 motion was pat and a^ree<l to. 

followiujr motions were called but not moved: — 

MaiHfi SYCD MLALUDDIN HASHEMY: That the demand of 
Re. 41,90,000 under the head *25. — Jails and Convict Settlements' 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (difficulties of the civil disobedience prisoners 
placed in division ITI. V’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: *That the demand of 
Rs. 41,90,000 under the head *25. — Jails and Convict Settlements' 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the brutalising effect 
of corporal punishment for breach of prison discipline and for the 
introduction of modem humanitarian methods in prison administration 
— ^the abolition of the ffhani or the oil machine — prison labour, prison 
maintenance — wage lal>ovir for prisoners — prison administration 
generally, etc.).” 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: *That the demand 
of Rs. 41,90,000 under the head *25. — Jails and Convict Settlements' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (unnecessarily large provision in view of the 
prospects (d iinproveinent in political situation).” 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI and Bahu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 

*‘That the demuiul of Rs. 41. 90. 000 under the head “25. — Jails and 
Convict SettlcTnents’ he i<*(luct‘d by lb*. 1 Mo us.s the general policy 
of this (lepartnient ).“ 

The motion tliat a sum of Rs. 41,90,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head ‘**25. — .Jails and Convict 
Settlements” was then put and agreed to. 

[At G-15 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 62j0 p.m.] 


38.— Polioa. 

Thi Hon*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Ra. 1,99,88,000 be granted for ex|>enditure under the head ‘*26.— 
Police.” 

Sir, I know that it is a very large sum to ask for in the present stale 
of the provincial finance. But I spent this morning going through the 
demand item by item to see whether it was possible to suggest a out 
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like what has been done in the case of the Jaila Budget. I oaiaa to 
the concluaion, howeTer, that it waa not poaaible. In a department like 
the Jails Department, it was fairly easy to say that, as the jail popula- 
tion had fallen, therefore, you could reduce the demand* But in the 
case of the Police grant, no such reduction can be made on arithmetical 
grounds. 1 can assure the House that every item was examined moat 
carefully and cut down to a minimum before it was included. In fact, 
so far as the Police demand is concerned, if all the schemes that have 
been approved could be put forward, I think the Council would then 
realise how large the total demand would be and how many of the 
requirements of the Police Force of Bengal are not covered by the 
present demand. Even as it is, mufassal members complain about the 
poor housing of the mufassal police and they also complain in some of 
^eir motions for cuts that the police have not been able to deal with 
ordinary crime. There are various reasons for this last complaint, 
one being that the strength of the Police Force as sanctioned for the 
province in days gone by is not sufficient at tlio present day. The 
population has increased, but the Police Force (oiild not be increased 
profK>rtioiiately owing to want of funds. Well, as T have said, I have 
scanned the budget very carefully to see wludher any cut could be 
made. But 1 found it was not possible. There are of course items for 
temporary forces which some members may be tempted to criticise. 
These toniporary forces are not for the whole year. It is only for two 
and a half, throe or four months that these temporary additions to the 
force are sanctioned. We watch very carefully the needs for tliese 
temporary additions and both the Inspector-General of Police and the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, assist us in every way possible in 
order to cut down expenditure wdiere and when it was possible. For 
we all recognise that in the present state of the provincial finance, it 
is desirable to reduce expenditure as far as possible consistent with 
public safety. After all, we have got to remember that for Calcutta 
and for the province at large the forces we maintain number only 
about 30,000 men some of whom live and serve under very different and 
very difficult oouditions. 

Sir, sometimes complaints are made that a very large sum of 
money is spent on the superior and gasetted officers. But to-day I 
went into the figxires and I found out only a bare 7 per cent, of the 
demand is spent on the gazetted staff while over 60 per cent, is spent 
on the other ranks from inspectors downwards. With these few words, 
I move my motion. 

The following .motions were called but not moved: — 

Hr. B. C. CNATTBilJEE: **That the demand of Rs. 2,72,100 under 
ibe head ‘26A. — IVesideney Police — Superintendence’ be reduced by 
Be. 101 (qucetion of preventing assaults by Presidency Police).” 
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iflMilvi tYED MLALUDOIN HAtHEMYi “That tha dmaaitd of 

Ba. undor the head ‘26A. — Presidency Police— Superintend* 

once he reduced by Re. 100 (excess by the Calcutta Police during the 
civil disobedience movement).’' 


Maul¥i SYED dALALUOOIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 am prepared to 
withdraw my motion — I mean after a few observations, or rather a 
statement. 


Mr* PRESIDENT* If you like to say anythin^jc* you can speak on 
your motion. 

MiUlvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 beR to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,70,00(t under the head “26A. — Presidency Police — 
Calcutta Polic^e — Sergeants” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the 
sergeants of the Calcutta Police for their acts during the civil dis- 
obedience movement). 

Only yesterday I decided not to move any of the motions that stand 
in my name in view of the Gnndhi-Irwin agreement and because 
Mahatma Gandhi did not press for an inquiry into police excesses. As 
Mahatma Gandhi did not press for an inquiry into the police excesses 
at Peshawar and at Sholapur and other places, 1 thought it desirable 
that I should not press my motion. But the situation is going to be 
changed and so I desire to speak a few words about the pay of 
sergeants in comparison with the pay of inspectors and sub- inspectors. 
I would like to draw the attention of the Hon'hle Member-in -charge 
about tlie inequality in pay of these officers and in their dresses and 
other things. Sir, there is considerable dissatisfaction in the ranks of 
the sub-inspectors and inspectors of Calcutta Police on these grounds. 
I should like to suggest to the Hon'ble Member that on account of 
this dissatisfaction in the Presidency Police, a drastic change is 
necessary in this direction. Sir, inspectors and sub-inspectors are 
graduates of the University and if they are given the scope they can 
prosper, but that scope is not given to them. But the sergeants are 
not so educated and some of them are even illiterate and can hardly 
sign their names and they are given equal status with the graduates of 
our universities. Therefore I suggest that the status of our inspectors 
and sub-inspectors should be raised higher than that of sergeants in 
the Calcutta Police. 

TN Mr. W. D. R. FREIITIOSs Sir, the qi^ion of the 

oomparative status of officers in the Cyoutta Police hiui been before 
the House previously. Apparently there is an idea that a difermoe in 
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tiieir pay meaii8 a difference in their stains. I think that the memWa 
of this Council have heard sufficient discussion on this general subject 
from another point of view. However, as regards the question of the 
pay of inspectors, sub-inspectors and sergeants, the C\)uncil will 
remember that it is not long since— -I think about two or three years 
ago — that the whole question of the pay of various ranks of the 
Calcutta Police was taken up. Government at the time thought that 
the pay given to certain ranks of the Calcutta Police was not sufficient 
to attract desirable people to join up and in consideration of this and 
some other factors, the Council then decided to offer a certain rate of 
pay to sergeants. At the time — I think I am correct in saying this — 
Govemmeni declared that they were willing to consider otlier proposals 
to improve the status of various other officers when the financial 
position improved. But the financial position is rather worse to-day 
than it was then. We recognise the claims of other ranks of the 
Calcutta and the Bengal Police for improved ( onditions of service and 
there are a large number of schemes which have been framed for the 
improvement of their pay and prospects, but for want of money they 
have been and must continue to be held up. 

As regards the prospects of the inspectors and sul>-inspectors for 
promotion, the hon’ble mover, I am afraid, has misunderstood the 
position. Sergeants are not in competition with inspectors and sub- 
inspectors in this respect. Their duties are entirely different and their 
chain of promotion is also different. It is not a choit e between taking 
a sub-inspector and a sergeant for a particular post. Sergeants are 
taken in for certain executive duties, while suh-inspec tors are promoted 
to the ranks of inspectors, Assistant Commissioners, Deputy C'omrais- 
sioiiers and so on. The existence of the sergeants does not mar the 
prospects of inspectors or suh-inspectors. I hoj)c after this explana- 
tion the hon’hle mover will withdraw his motion. 

Maulvi iYED JALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: 1 know 1 shaU not be 
able to carry the House with me. Therefore I withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawal. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHl ^That the demand of 

Rs. ‘^,70,544 under the head *2CA, — Bresidency Police — Calcutta 
Police — ^l^ay of Establishment' be reduced by Re. 1 (to criUciae the 
jMiliey of Government in recruiting non-Bengalees to the ranks of 
inspectors, sub-inspectors, sergeants, assistant sub-inspectors, head 
conatables, eonstabks, Indian Officers of the Armed Police, sepoys and 
temporary forces and other establishments in the Presidency ][^ce 
Service)/* 
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MiMvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 

Es. 1,W,000 under the head ‘26A. — Presidency Police — Calentta Police 
— Sup|>ties and Services — Clothing Charges* be reduced by Its. 50,000.** 

MiUlvi SYED MAdID BAK8H: ^^That the demand of Hs. 27,000 
for secret service money under the head *26 A. — Presidency Police — 
Calcutta Police’ be refused.” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH S ”That the demand of 

Rs. 2,44,800 under the head ‘2GA. — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police 
— Other Contingencies — Rents, rates and taxes’ be re<hiced by Re. 1 
(to protest against the system of house allowance paid to certain members 
of Calcutta Police).” 


6-45 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 32,07,500 under the head “26 A, —Presidency Police— 
Calcutta Police” be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000. 

Sir, for over a quarter of a century, I had been consistently a 
moderate of moderates in my political view.s — a stannch advocate of law 
and order. Rut the happenings of the last few months, specially the 
wanton assault by the police on the Fniversity students and on the first 
citizen of this city— Sj. Subha.s C'handra Bose, the Mayor of Cah utUi— 
have stunned me. It seemed that we hud been driven back to an ago 
when brute torce was the order oi the day. The iunction of the |K)lice 
is the suppression (»f (rime and not the oppression of the people, but 
irresponsible bureamrats have turned it into an engine of oppression. 
I believe it to be the clear duty of the poli<e not only to apprehend 
criminals but to safeguard and conserve human rights and liberties. 
The executive Government instead of keeping the police under rigid 
discipline in order to restrain them from overstepping the bounds of 
their legitimate jmwers and prerogatives, had let them loose on an 
unarmed people on the plea of law and order. If Sj. Suhhas (’handra 
Bose or any group of people transgressed the hw, the polic e might be 
justified in apprehending them and the courts were at liberty to punish 
them according to law, but there could not be any justification for the 
indiscriminate use of tlie latht or the rifle. I condemn with all the 
emphasis that I can command, the improper use of the police power for 
autocratic and oligarchic ends with a view to violate fundamental human 
rights and liberties. The police atrocities in various parts of the 
country staggered humanity. Those servanU of the Crown who were 
responsible fot* bringing about such a lamentable state of things were 
doing a positive dis-service to the Sovereign and proving themselyes 
unworthy of the trust imposed on them. I think I am justified in bringing 



m 


DEMANDS FOB OBANT8. [2«XH 


liome to the Government its responsibility in thus ^reading disaffection 
at least among a section of His Majesty's most loyal and law-abiding 
subjects. The State can certainly demand from the people respect for 
its law and constitutions. The State on its part was also under similar 
obligations to respect them. Sir, may I ask, was the State justiffed in 
repudiating its obligations oii the plea that the civil resisters had defied 
its laws and (constitution^ f It is unfortunate that the Government has 
become barren of sound statemanship. The short-sighted policy and 
tactlessness of the officials are responsible for giving incessant impetus 
to the ( ivil disobedience movement. By its injudicious action it fanned 
the flame to set ablase the whole country. The lathi, the rifle and police 
hooliganism were undoubtedly responsible for creating an abnormal 
situation unprecedented in the annals of the country. The civil 
disobedience movement could not have flourished within sdch a brief 
span of time had not the Government promulgated Ordinance after 
Ordinance and abdicated its rights in favour of the Police Raj. 

Simultaneously with the declaration of the Prime Minister on the 
future constitution of India came the ( owardly lathi blow on the head 
of the unarmed Mayor of Calcutta by the guardians of law and order. 
May I ask, c&n such indiscreet actions ( rente an atmosphere of good-will 
so very necessary for the dispassionate consideration of the proposals 
formulated at the plenary session of Ihe Round Table Conference? I 
pause for a reply. 

Sir, the cowardly assaults by the police, specially by the white 
aergeants, on our young boys was .simply shocking. They acted just 
like brutes in human form. I do not know why white sergeants should 
be engaged. 1 had been to several pre8idenc> towns w’here I did not 
meet with any white sergeants. In Madras and Colombo I found black 
people doing the work of sergeants. I do not know why these examples 
should not be followed in Calcutta. This would also be much cheaper. 

With lliese few* words, I beg to commend my motion to the ilouse. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

iabtt KliHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: "That the demand of 
Bs. 41,80,700 under the head *26A. — Presidency Police* be refused.** 

Mr# RANCRJIS "That the demand of Hs. 41,80,700 under the 
head '26A. — Presidency Police’ be reduced by Rs. 3,51,750." 

Khiii MMm Maul¥i A2I2UL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
flemand of Es. 41,80,790 under the head "26A. — Presidency Police** be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the need of retrenehmenta in the 
.Presidency Police expenditure). 
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Sikf oi us consider that the expenditure for the Presidency 
Police is going: up enormously high. 1 think the House should be gi^en 
an c^portunity of discussing this matter in order to consider what should 
l)e Ac minimum strength of the Presidency Police force, and I think 
it would be reasonable for this House to t'onsider the question from the 
point of view of the population of the town of Calcutta. I think that 
the time has also come for Government to consider whether the Calcutta 
Corporation should not pay a substantial sum for the [>oliee administra- 
tion in Calcutta. I think one of the reasons why the police expenditure 
is going to be high is due to the activities on the part of the |>eople of 
Calcutta. Therefore the proviinial revenues should not bear the whole 
of the police expenditure in Calcutta. After all. I do not think it would 
be too much for the municipality to contribute a ( crtnin portion of tlte 
police expenditure. 

As regards the question of rural police, the Hengal villagers 
contribute Rs. 00 lakhs towards tlie maintenaiH-e of village chaukidurs 
who are (ontrolled by two bodies, r/r., the president of the union board 
and the police. Anyway, Sir, I think a very reasonable case can 1>« 
made out by which the citizens of Calcutta can be asked to contribute 
a certain amount of the police expenditure thereby relieving the 
provincial finance to a great extent. I will conclude by saying tliat I 
do not see why Munindra Deb Rai Mohasai wants a re<luction of Rs. 5 
lakhs be(‘ause all his arguments show that his was a censure motion, and 
so he w'ould have been well advised if he had brought in a motion for a 
token cut, I think the time has come when we should consider what 
should be the minimum strength of the (’alcutta Police. AViih these 
■words, I move my motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, as regards motion No. 404, I would ask iny 
friend Munindra Deb Rai Mnhasai to withdraw it. We have already 
heard a very fine speech from the Hon’ble the Meiuber-in-charge and 
we should let the dead past bury its dead, and let l)ygones be bygones. 
When Government is really trying to give effect to the Delhi pact, 1 
do not think any useful purpose would at all b** served by raking up the 
old feud. I would, therefore, ask my friend to withdraw liis motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Tht Hon’big Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am obliged to Mr. S. M. 

Bose for his speech and to Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai for the action 
he has taken in withdrawing his motion. As regards the motion of 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul Haque, I think Maulvi Abul Kasem 
brought in a similar resolution some time ago, but tbe Council 
definitely tnmeil down this proposal. About the strength of the police 
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in Calcutta, if the Khan Bahadur will atndy the figures gitm in the 
budget, he will find that there is no increase, save for one or two minor 
additions in departments like the Public Vehicles Department. Indeed 
1 submit that the strength of the police in Calcutta is insufficient for a 
serious emergency. This has already been recognised by the Council, 
when it sanctioned in August last a demand for expenditure on borrow- 
ing Assam Rifies for maintaining peace in Calcutta. With regard to 
the strength of the police of Calcutta, I can hold out no hope that if any 
committee were to examine the question raised by the Khan Bahadur, 
they would recommend any cut. On the contrary, I think they would 
recommend an increase. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asizul Eaque was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mft St Mt BOSE: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 32,07,500 
under the head “26 A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police’* be reduced 
by Rs. ItX) (advisability of encouraging the use of indigenous goods, 
specially those made in Bengal, by the Calcutta Police). 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 25tb 
March, 1931, ut the (’ouncil House, Calcutta. 
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of tho Bongol Logitlatiw Comwii owiMnliloct widOr tho 
provisiom of tho Covornmotit of India Aot 

Tm Council met in the CouncU Chamber in the Council Houw, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 25th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Praoant: 

Mr. President ithe Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Cbaushubi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 106 
nominated and elected members. 


SUrrtd QiMstioiit 

(to which oral antwort aroro givoii)o 

Grant to schools for tho doprossotf olassos under tho managsmont 
of tho Hindu Roliof Sooiotyo 

•158. Bahu KHETTER MOHAN ROYs (a) Is the Ilon’blo 

Minister in charjsre of the Education Department aware that the Hindu 
Helief Society has been conducting* fifteen free primary schools in 
Calcutta for the education of the Iniys of the depressed classes in the 
buHee areas of the city for the last four years? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Secretary to the said Society made applica- 
tions to the Government for to the school? 

(r) Is it a fact that the schools were visited on several occasion# 
by inspecting officers who were satisfied with the management of the 
sclioolsP 

(d) Is it a fact that the Secretary to the Government, Education 
Department, promised last year to provide for the necessary grant to 
the school in the budget of the next year? 


MINIiTiR ill oharii of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (IN 

HoanNo Mr; Kliwaja Nai lim i ddti i); (a) to (d) The attention of the 
member is drawn to the reply given on the 16th instant to the unstarred 
question No. 89 put by Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar on the subject. 



m QUESTIONS. [2&TH Hamoi, 

Taking pomiaion of the houio of BoIni UfMiNira Nath Maitif MUnNkmi 

*ia8t Mft R« HAITI S (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the residential house of Babu Upendra Nath Maiti in the town of 
Midnapore, President of the Midnapore Bar Association^ where be was 
living with his family including females and children, was taken 
possession of on the morning of the 28th January last together with 
the movable property found therein? 

(b) Is it a fact that the possession was taken even before the extra- 
ordinary issue of the Cahutia Gazette, dated the 27th January, 1931, 
containing the notification regarding the house, reached Midnapore? 

(c) Is it a fact that he had to vacate his house at once? 

(d) Is it a fact that the motor-garage of Upendra Babu, which is a 
pucca building quite detached from his residential house and which was 
not specified in the schedule of the notification, was also taken posses- 
sion of along with the motor-car found therein? 

• 

(e) Is it a fact that it was pointed out to the officer by Upendra 
Babu ? 

(/) If the answer to {d) is in the affirmative, wull the Hon’ble 
Member be jdeased to state under what authority the garage and the 
motor were taken possession of? 

(g) Is it a fact that several almirahs containing the law books of 
Babu Upendra Nath Maiti which are not attachable under seclion 60, 
Civil Procedure Code, were also taken possession of by the authorities? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hcn'bia 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentioa): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) He did vacate the house at once, but he was given the option 
of either leaving the whole house, or of retaining sufficient accommo- 
dation for himself and his family. This offer he rejected. 

(tf) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The garage was within the boundaries of the ''place” notified 
under Ordinance IX. 

(g) The ahhiimhs containing the books were attached but Babu 
Upendra Nath Haiti vfas allowed to take away such law hooks, hrials, 
ate., as were connected with the immediate needs of his praetioa. All 
law hooks were returned on 31st Januaiy, 1931. 



QUESTIONS. 


m 
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■i^ tATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWOHURY! Will the Hon’ble 

Hembw be pleased to state whether the order under which possession 
was taken was dated 27tb January? 


The Hoil’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 2(>t)i January. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: AVill the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in oonsonante with the rules 
under the Ordinance to pass an order before it was published in the 
Gazette ? 


Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Action was taken on the 
28th and the Gazrtte notification was dated 2Gth. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: If the order was 
dated, aecordinp to the Hon’ble Member, the 2(lth January and the 
Gazette notification, dated the 27th January, was it conforming to the 
rules to carry out the order before the date of publication? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I said the Gazette notifica* 
tion under which action notifying the place was published and under 
which action was taken, that (razetfe notification was dated 2Gth 
January. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Was not the copy of the 
Calcutta Gazette received in time? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am informed that it was. 


Mr. R. MAITI: TVill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether it was published on the 26th January? 


The Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The order was published 
in the Gazette, dated the 27th. The notification is dated the 26th. A 
copy of the Gazette was sent down to Midnapore at once. On receipt 
action was taken. 
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[25th Uascb, 


Baba SATIBH OHANORA RAY CHOWOHURYi When was the 
Gazette, dated 27th January, actually printed in Calcutta? 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: On the 27th January. 


Babu SATIBH OHANORA RAY CHOWOHURY: Then I take it 
that the Gazette, dated 37th January, reached Midnapore the following 
day. 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Gazette which wag 
printed in Calcutta on the 27th January reached Midnapore the 
following day. 


Haji Muhtmiiiad MoMn’t Trust Fund. 

Meo. Khan Sahib Mauivi SAZLUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for the years 1929 and 1930 — 

(t) the total net income of Haji Muhammad Mohsin’s Trust 
Fund; 

(ii) the names of different heads of expenditure incurred in those 
years, and the amounts under each head every year; 

(ut) the name of the officer who was in charge of the management 
of the Trust Fund; 

(ip) the number of members of the staff maintained; and 
(v) how many of them are Moslems? 

Thu Hun'blu Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDDIN: (t) and (u) A state- 

ment is laid on the table. 

(tti) 3 (b), 3 (c) and 4 of the statement are managed by Government 
who employ as their local agent the Collector of Hooghly. 

(ir) The staff of the local agent consists of one part-time clerk and 
one menial. 

(o) Neither of the above at present are Moelems. 
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Sua$ment referred to in the reply to clause* (t) and (i*) of starred 
question No. 160, showing for the years ^1928-29 and 1929-30 (t) 
the total net income of Haji Muhammad Mohsin Trust Fund, and 
(it) the names of different heads of erpenditure incurred in those 
yMTs (utd the amounts under each head every year* 


Rbcbipts* 

192«-2lt 

1929-30 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Remittance from Syedpur Estate 

... 65, tm 

55.()00 

Interest on fired endowment 

... :U),9o:i 

36,903 

Interest on variable securities 

m 

642 

Miscellaneous 

871 

474 


1,03,416 

y3,oiy 


Expbhditure. 

l/9th share — Mutwalli 

6,667 

6,667 

3/9th8 share — Imambara Committee ... 

19,978 

20,000 

3/9th8 share— 

(a) Imambara Establishment 

9,669 

y.fifiy 

(b) Local Agent’s Establishment ... 

654 


(c) Medical 

13,737 

1.3,8.38 

Education share 

50,724 

52,108 


Short Notice Quottioci. 

Students in civil disobodicnoe movement 


* 16 SA. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in char^j^e of the Kilueation Dt^partment be pleantnl to state what 
steps he has taken in order to withdraw the circular issued under the 
authority of the Education Department restriciing- the riffht of students 
who had taken part in the civil di.sohediem^e movement to continue their 
studies in high schools F 


The Hon’IMo Mr. KtfWAdA NAZIMMDOIN: Circular Nos. 2476-- 
2499G./81V33G.40, dated 23rd /24th March, 1931, issued by tho 
Director of Public Instruction, has been modified and a copy of the 
loyisod circular has been placed on the Library table. 



4?S QUESTIONS. [2&rH Mascb, 

Mr. tYAMAPROIAD MOOKEMEEi WiU the Hoa’ble Minuter 
be pleased to state what is the effect of the circular? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I believe the 
object of the member will be attained by this modified circular. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if there is any restriction put on schools regarding 
the admission of these students? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I would refer the 
member again to the circular placed on the Library table. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the contents of the circular placed on the Library table? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that qupHtiou. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNER^EE: U the member not right in 
asking what the contents of tlie rircnlar are and asking for further 
information}^ 

TfM Hon’bit Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I do not think it will 
be too much trouble for the member to read the circular to which I 
have referred!^ 

BtbU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is that an answer to my 
question P 

Bibu lATIBH CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that 
theae students who were up till now in jail are not allowed to attend 
school unless they execute a bondP 


Tht Hotfbkl Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
hon'ble member to the circular. 

Babu JITBNDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the withdrawal of the Ordinance P 
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IdSl.l 


Unstamd Qutttion 

(answtr to whieh was laid on the tablo). 

Government grant to the depressed olassee sotiools. 

100. Babtt OATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Deiwrtment be jjlensed 
to lay on the table copies of correspondence that have passed between 
the Secretaiy’, Hindu Relief So^uety, and the Etlucation Department, 
Government of Bengal, regarding Government grant to the depressed 
classes schools under the management of the Society? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Society is conducting fifteen free primary 
schools in Calcutta for the benefit of the boys of the depressed classes 
in the bustee areas of the city for tlie last four years? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Society has been in (‘orrespondence with 
the Government for the last three years for grants to the schools? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government insfwctors of schools have 
visited the schools several times and have expressed themselves as 
being thoroughly satisfied with the management of the schools? 

(c) Is it a fact that the conditions precedent to the sanctioning of 
the gnuit as proj>osed by the Education Dej)«irtment were accepted by 
the Secretary last year? 

(f) Is it a fact that the Secretary", Education Deportment, promis(Ml 
last year to [Trovide for the netessary' grant in the budget of this year? 


The Hon’bl^ Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (/) The 

attention of the member is drawn to the reply given on the Ifith instant 
to the unstairecl question No. 89 put by Seth Hunumiin Prosad Poddar 
on the subject. 


Motion for an adjoummont of tfio businoM of tbo Ooiinoil. 

Mauivi SYEO JALALUDOIN HAtHEMYs I beg leave to move a 
motion of adjournment of tbe business of the Council tp discuss a 
definite matt^ of urgent public importance, rt>., the serious situation 
that has arisen in the country with regard to Gandhi-Irwin agreem^t 
by the execution of Bhagat Sing, Rajguru and Sukdeb. 
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DEMANDS FOB OEANTS. 


[25th MAltcH, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy haa ^vea 
notice of a motion for an adjournment of the House for the discussion 
of a matter of predominant importance. I have given my consent to 
this motion being moved, and I would like to know whether any member 
objects. The motion is as follows: — 

''That the business of the Council be adjourned to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, viz., the serious situation that has 
arisen in the country with regard to Gandhi-Irwin agreement by the 
execution of Bhagat Sing, Rajguru and Sukdeb. 


Maulvi ABUL NASEM: On a point of order, Sir. Unfortunately 
the gentlemen mentioned in this notice of motion have already been 
executed. What is the eminent importance for which an adjournment 
has been asked? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. You are not in a 
position to put it. (Pause.) 

I fix 5 o’clock this afternoon for the discussion of this matter. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head "26. — Police" was then rcwsumed. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE. Sir, the object of the motion which I moved 
yesterday is to get information from the Home Member and to make a 
suggestion. 

I want to know from the Home Meml>er what the Government are 
doing to help the indigenous goods specially those made in Bengal. 

Sir, I am deeply interested in the Swadeshi movement. Ever since 
the partition agitation, Bengal has been in the forefront in the demand 
for the spread of India-made goods. We do not advocate it as a 
political weapon. It is entirely different from the boycott movement 
which is a mere negation. We base our demand for the use of 
Swadeshi goods on our love for the people of India and the goods they 
produce. This policy of Swadeshi has l)een accepted hy the Govern- 
ment of India. I need only mention the latest instance of this 
aooeptanoe. In the famous Irwin-Gandhi Pact, as embodied in the 
Government of India notification of the 5th March last, we find this 
statcHl in clause (5) : "The position of the Ooxemment is as follows: 
They approve of the. encouragement of Indian industries as a part of 
the economic and industrial movement designed to improve the material 
condition of India." 
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Xbat is exactly our position. We earnestly desire to improTO the 
matefial condition of the people of India. A gfreat responsibility rests 
on the Government. It is their interest as well as their duty to see 
that the indig^enous production of g^oods is encouraged. This will 
inevitably tend to improve the people's wealtli and thus their health. 
If people earn enough they will be contented and happy. There can 
be no doubt that the spread of the Swadeshi movement will improve the 
people materially and will thus help Government. 

The Government is a large purchaser of good.*^ — specially the Police. 
I would ask the Home Member to tell* us the amount and the kind of 
indigenous goods that the Police buy. I would also ask him to 
enlighten the House as to the policy of the Government of Bengal on 
this subject. 

Further, I suggest that ceteris paribus, preference be given to goods 
made in Bengal. I have heard that boots and shoes made in Bengal 
of the requisite standard and approved by the Industries Department 
have not been accepted by the Calcutta P<dice hut that the order has 
gone to Cawnpore. I believe there are Government circulars advising 
placing of orders in Bengal. We shall be obliged by an authoritative 
statement on this point. 

I suggest that the Government should make further efforts to carry 
out the principle in clause (o) of the Delhi Pact I hove quoted above. 


Mr* R* Na REIDS As regards the remarks of Mr. Bose the position 
is that boots for the Calcutta l^olice are purchased from contractors in 
Calcutta. There are two large contractors and hoots are purchased, in 
the majority of cases, through them. We are now making an 
experiment of buying about 1,(K)0 pairs, ordered through the contractor, 
in Calcutta and 1 presume if this is found satisfactory a further large 
order will be placed. As I said before the purc hase of equipment and 
clothing for the Calcutta Police is made through contractors in (’alcutta. 
As regards the Provincial Police I think this is mainly purchased from 
the jails, and purchases of other small articles are made locally. I can 
assure the hon’ble raeiiil>er that Government is entirely in sympathy 
with the idea that the equipment of the polkie— Calcutta and Bengal — 
should be purchased as far as possible in Bengal. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Rtvtf* A* MAC: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 32,07,500 
under the head *‘26A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police" be 
reduced by Re. 1 (inactivity of Calcutta Police regarding their ordinary 
civ3 duties). 
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[25th MAHtIH, 


I do «o in order to draw attention to the serious neglect of the 
police of their ordinary civic duties and also to appeal to the Hon’ble 
Member if he will kindly deliver us from such unnecessary annoyances. 
It will be no news to the members, specially those who are acquainted 
with the northern part of the city, if 1 say that Calcutta t^ay is 
dirtier and filthier than it was 20 years ago. In the days gone by it 
was never noticed that a man eased himself in a public street and if 
anybody ever dared do such a thing in the public streets he was 
prosecuted and piinislied, but to-day, I must say, that in every street 
in Calcutta, particularly in the- northern part, we find people easing 
themselves freely even in the presence of the policemen. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is tlie Hon’ble Member 
entitled to prosecute these persons? 

Revd. B. A. NAG: It is not a question only of sanitation and 
health; it is also a que^stion of deccixv. We have to go about with 
our wives, daughters, sisters and tlieu also there are women and 
children belonging to other nations amongst wliom such things are 
almost unknown, coming to see us and Hiey all see such things and we 
have to hang our lieads in shame, and 1 say that it is the neglect of 
the Calcutta Police which causes this annoyance to us. 

Next, if you visit the northern part of Calcutta you will find many 
ptHiple have either rented a house in a healthy part of the city or are 
building or about to build hoping that they would be comfortable in 
their hoiues^ hut lo, within a week they find lepers are living in the 
footpath and they are compelled to live with their wives and children 
in a leper huxfce, (Sliame, shame.) Tiiese people not only live but 
make the footpaths their kitehen during the daytime, their beds at 
night and also make these fmitjuiths tlieir lavatories. This is a matter, 
and also the matter of the beggars, about winch 1 have spoken to the 
police but their one answer is an answ'er of helplessness. They say that 
the people of Calcutta are so charitable that the beggars and lepers 
come in from the districts. 1 am. however, inclined to believe that 
if the lepers and beggars have (onie to live on the footpath it is because 
the poli<‘e have been neglectful of their iluties. If they were a little 
more careful 1 do not think such thing.H would have happened. 

Another matter to which I would like to draw attention is the over- 
crowding of the buses and traincars, not so much the tramcars as the 
b^ises. There are not very many fortunate people who own motor cars; 
prolvably most of the niembers here do, hut some do not. You enter 
into a motor bus atid pay your fare believing that you will travel not 
only quickly but in some sort of comfort, but what happens. Soon 
there is a crowd and you are crowded to suffocation. You can only 
get down and walk the distance, but one cannot help feeling that thia 
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9 iat# •£ afairs ie takingr place because the police i« not watchful. I 
waa taikinff to a friend of mine who said such thinjar* do happen in 
other countries, I have no such knowledfrc. My contention is that 
it is np argument because such things happen in London and elsewhere 
they must necessarily l>e right. That is a logic to which I cannot 
subscribe. But yet whatever that may be, London is a cold place, so 
is Paris and other parts of Europe. I would like to know whether 
there are other hot places like Calcutta a here these buses and tram 
cars are overcrowded and add to the discomfort of the passengers. I 
was told the name of one outlandish place whei-e the people have 
probably submitted to the tyranny of the proprietors of buses and tram 
cars because of tliis logic tliat this is done in other places so it must be 
done here. I hope the police of (’ulcutta would deliver us from such 
discoinfort.s. You may say that increased activity on the part of police 
may mean increased fare or increased expenditure for bus and tramway 
companies. But I say that if the proprietors do make a little less 
money and thus add to (he comfort cd the passengers it ought to lie 
done and if it is not done I think that adequate stc*ps should be taken 
to have it done. May I ask why the polic'e of Calcutta go through the 
farce of saying “to seat 3(),“ or “to seat 24.’* I consider this police 
regulation a mere farce because it is not strictly obs(‘rved. 1 hope the 
Hon’ble Member will kindly see that we are delivered from this 
discomfort. 

I may now refer tcj somethings which is much more serious. Sir, 
Calcutta is being placed under a grave menace to (he morals of the 
young men of the city. There arc certain streets in Calcutta such as 
Bow Bazar which have been declared hy the Government on the 
recommendation of the Calcutta CorjMiration as main thoroughfares and 
I am sure that the members of this Council know that on a maiif 
thoroughfare public women cannot live. 

8-30 p.m. 

For your information I will read a little extract from the printed 
proceedings of a committee. Mr. Hunt who, I believe, is the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, wa.s asked if it was a fact that the prostitutes 
were found to be living in a Jiiain thoroughfare. His answer was — ^yes, 
it was a fact but that they could not take any action except on 
complaint. Being asked as to what were their difficulties, he answered 
that even after a street is declared a main thoroughfare it required 
constant watching by the police and that tlm staff was inadequate. I 
will not tire the Council by reading any more proceedings of the 
omnmtttee. I would, however, refer to one more fact. There is no 
trouble, Mr. Hunt said, once the hotise is declared to be a brothel. 
But the trouble arises when another house is occupied. That is what 
the committee was told. The police reason is evidently this : A streot 
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may be declared as a main thoroughfare and cleared of all proetituteS 
but by some subterfuge of law the police reason in this way — ^that when 
a street was declared a main thoroughfare it was on account of certain 
houses which were occupied by public women, but later if other houses 
in that street are occupied by bad women the police are helpless. I do 
not understand that law nor have I ever tried to understand the 
subterfuge of law. Perhaps some of our lawyer friends will help me 
in this matter. But my honest conviction is that if a street is declared 
a main thoroughfare it is for the law to demand that the street should 
be kept free from prostitutes. But if there is any legal difficulty about 
this matter it is high time that Government should amend the law — as 
this has been going on for the last 15 or 20 years — so that once a street 
has been declared a main thoroughfare the police should see that that 
street is not occupied by bad women any more. Not only that: I hold 
in my hands a file from which it is evident that the police do not want 
to do anything in the matter. There is a street in Bhowanipore which 
is well-known to the respectable citizens of Calcutta — I mean 
Poddopukur Hoad. 1 do not know whether it is known that that road 
is being invaded by these public w^oinen. In 1929 an application was 
made through the Calcutta Corporation to the Commissioner of Police 
to attend to this matter. The applicants were told that the police 
had no time just then. Then on u certain date in 1929 the Deputy 
Commissioner held an inquiry. The file does not show’ whether he 
issued any notice to those wdio complained to be present. But it is 
mentioned in the file that the public women were represented by a 
pleader whereas nobody appeared to complain and therefore the inquiry 
was postponed fine die. The Corporation began their correspondence 
again and in 1930, the matter was inquired into in April but the result 
was not made known. The Corporation continued to write to Mr. 
Hunt for his decision. Mr. Hunt said tliat he was too busy over the 
civil disobedience movement and had not completed the inquiry. 
Then he was written to again and 1 may read his reply to the House: 

reference to your letter, dated the 26th January, 1931, 
regarding the Ibothels at Nos. 1 and 2, Podopukur Hoad, and 9, 
Mohinimohan Road, I have the honour to inform you that 1 do not 
propose to take any action in the matter at present.’* That is how the 
public is treated when such things are brought to the notice of the 
police. 1 consider that to be a very serious matter indeed. 

I have yet another matter which is much more serious in my 
opinion, and that is this: Solicitation is going on in the respectable 
parts of the oity^of Calcutta unchecked by the police. It is very 
difficult to provide evidences of solicitation. I am however relernng 
to the engagement of boys and hackney carriages to act as agents of 
these public women. Even in these cases it is very difficult to have 
definite evidence.' But the stending question remains: Why is it that 
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the pliioe allow in the evening a line of ha(^ney carriages tfom 
Dhurmaitolla junction of Chowringhee up to the Museum? — although 
that is not the stand for hackney carriages? These hackney carriages 
are there with their tops up. Why? Supposing there is no other 
evidence except this, I may even then ask ^hy do the police allow 
them to be where they should not be. I^’ow that I have placed all 
these facts before the House, 1 hope 1 shall have the sympathy of the 
Hon’ble Home Member who I also hope will give me an assurance 
that things will not remain where they are and that we should be 
delivered from all these nuisances. When 1 have heard from him 1 
shall be satisfied for my motion is merely a motion of appeal to him. 


IMr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, with respetd to the 
appeal of Ilevd. Nag I am in strong sympatliy and 1 can 
assure him that he has the sympathy of all membeiH of the House 
and also of the members of the public outside in his unfortunate 
personal experiences. Sir, I am, however, going to draw the 
attention of the House to another aspect of the question. Sir, 
Mr. Nag proposes his cut in order to draw attention to the inactivity 
of the Calcutta Police regarding their ordinary civil duties, I take 
it that one of the ordinary civil duties of the polic e is to try and 
prevent the commission of a crime and to try and arrest the criminal 
if possible, (A voick: To maintain law and order only.) Yes, to 
maintain* law and order as I am reminded. But, Sir, law and order 
I submit is not maintained merely by chasing civil disobedience 
persons with Jnihien. There is such a thing as tr>'iug to prevent 
crimes being committed. As Mr. Nag has already given the House 
some of his personal experiences, I hope I shall be allowed to give 
one of my personal experiences to the House, and it is this : Only 
day before yesterday my house was burgled into and a lot of things 
were stolen. Early next morning at about 6 o'clock I sent a chit to 
the local police officer. Absolutely no notice was taken of that. 
About a quarter to 11 when I was going to the court, I drove myself 
to the police-station at Bhowanipore where I found a big burly 8ikh 
gentleman sitting in his chair and I asked roy man to request him 
to come and see me outside. He came near my car and 1 asked him 
“Did you get my letter?" He answered “Yes, but you see, Sir, there 
is hartal tc^ay and there is absolutely no time for us to look into 
these things." He bad no time to look into crimes committed within 
his charge. That is the sort of thing for which we are to pay 
two crores of rupees a year. You have your house burgled and no 
inquiry is made because forsooth hartal is going on in the city 11! 1 
do not know whether the police had got up a hartal of their own and 
so avoid making the inquiries into crimes. 1 aidced him **Are you 
ge^g to inquire into the matterP’ He said “We have no men but I 
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•hall try to tend somabody to your hotuo aometimo daring tho day to 
have a look round, and whon you come back from the Council I ahall 
come myself say at about 7 o’clock.” That was yesterday. I went 
back from the Council at quarter past 7. Up till 9^ there was no 
body calling though I was told some one had come and seen my son 
at noon. Then I sent another chit to the Police Inspector. The 
man who took the chit to the police-station told me that the police 
officer who read it threw it away from him. I only mention it for 
what It 18 worth, I cannot vouch for it, but this is what I was told 
However after a time good sense prevailed and probably the Inspector 
thought that it was not a very courteous thing to do and so after mv 
man had come back I was rung up on the phone by him : “Is that 
Mr. Basu-we have got your note. Speaking from the Bhowanipore 
thana. What do you want us to do, Sir?” I told him that I wanted 
to recover luy things or at least the police should moke an attempt to 
recover them. Then through the phone came the reply “We have no 
time to-day but will take up the inquiry^ to-morrow. We are 
ab^lutely tired out. Will not to-morrow morning do?” Well Sir 
I did not know what to say. So I kept quiet. I was told that the 
Inspector would come next morning before I went to court but up 
till now nobody baa rorae. 

This is the sort of treatment meted out to a man who makes a 
complaint about burglary and this is the way the police carry on their 
ordinary civil duties. This is my personal experience- and my 
exi^rience of the police this time shows that there is something 
rotten in the Presidency Police at least in my section of the town. 
And unless in the case of hartal or civil disobedience or strike or 
chasing innocent jiersons with i-egulntion lathier, the police will not 
b© thei*©. 


S-45 p.rn. 


'f 't » developed healthily there must be 
aome stability in the traffic conditions in the city so as to attract new 
capital for transiwrt service© but it is impogsibl© to get it under th© 
present conditions. All through the day there is no heavy traffic and 
f matance when the town police has failed to regulate it 

tf™ K** I v-*** aomewhat slighting 

terms but I can assure him that between 6 and 0 it is not a question 

of how many b^see or trams are standing at any particular place it 

fhe*'“tiffi* T u ** •**«** « managing 

indietoSt «/t*k *^l- ^ “PPort my reverwid friend in hte 

4h. mty on right Imee. AU the worid realim that 
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tuuwissiu^ uuiupetition is bad from every point of view end it is bad 
for licensing authority of the transport facilities to allow 
unrestricted competition and the I'esult has been that all the concerns 
are losing money. Only the companies with the strongest finance will 
manage to exist. On this ground 1 support the present motion. 

With your permission, Sir, I will read a statement made in the 
House of Commons quite recently — in 1929 — by Mr. Morrison, the 
Minister of Trausj>ort. It reads as follows; — 

“With the leave of the House, 1 will make a statement which the 
Prime Minister has authorised. The Government have now examined 
the London traffic situation. We agree with the opinions expressed 
by the London and Home Counties Traffic Advisory Committee that 
no lasting solution of the dual problem of the congestion of the 
streets and the provision of proper facilities for the travelling public 
will be found unless further steps are taken towards eliminating 
uneconomic and unnecessary competition. We also agree generally 
with the Committee that u far-i*eaching measure of unification under 
a public control is essential to progress, and that, on the other hand, 
given unified management and efficient operation of the various 
passenger transport agencies in the l^ondon traffic area, there is little 
doubt that the consequent elimination of the present wasieful 
comi)etitiou would result in sufficient revenue being obtained from the 
operation of the several undertakings at the present level of fares ns 
to leave, after meeting all legitimate claims and obligations, a margin 
available to attract fresh capital sufficient to provide for a programme 
of steady and continuous development of the traffic facilities of the 
area.” 

I was encouraging these ideas in the city w'ithout having obtained 
the slightest result. Certain suggestions will be found both in 
writing and in print in the Government files but nothing whatsoever 
has been done. 


Mauivi ABUL KASEMs I agree with the Revd. Mr. Nag on this 
point that the Calcutta Police do not do their ordinary civil duties. 
I have not much experience of the matter to which he has referred 
and which has so seriously offended his sense of decency but I am 
drawing the attention of the House to the fact wdiich Mr. N. K, Basu 
has mentioned, showing that the police do not care nl all for their 
ordinary civil duties. One particular matter was referred to by 
Mr, Dein about traffic. I admit, Sir, that in recent years the work 
of the Traffic Police has certainly improved but still in certain matters 
ibey are very negligent and clause a good deal of inconvenience to the 
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people of Calcutta. For example, the congestion at railway statidlia 
and street corhei-s and johctions is very great whe^re buses, trains^ 
motor-cars and ticca-gharries are all locked up so often, not because 
they are regulating the traffic but because they are mismanaging the 
whole thing, and the pedestrians find it veiy difficult to use the 
streets. The reason is that— and I think it is known to everybody, 
bus drivers or bus owners, ticca-gharry drivers and others are not 
allowed to get into, or get out of, railway stations without in some 
way satisfying the policeman or police officer on duty there. That is 
the reason of these congestions. We have also heard about 
thoroughfares being polluted by the presence of public women. But 
what about the highways and byways of Calcutta where all sorts of 
criminal offences are committed y Respectable citizens are molested 
and disturbed not by public women Imt also by public men — by whom 
I mean the yoonda^ of the city, who generally interfere at night and 
in lonely ([uarters rob the people. Mr. N. K. Basu has drawn 
attention to the fact that a burglary had taken place in his house 
and that no action was taken on bis complaint by the police. Now 
if a man of his position and influence specially in the Bh(»wanipore 
quarters finds his complaint neglected what do you think of a 
complaint made by poor people who live in huts and rK»t in j)alaces 
like Mr. Basil I' Whenever they make a complaint to the thana not 
only are they not heard but they are turned out and asked to get 
away. It leads to this: that whenever any offence which is not of a 
very serious character such as murder has taken ])lace, people are 
afraid of going to the thana because they are asked to go to their 
houses and attend to their business. I think the time has come when 
special attention should be paid to the ordinary duties of the police. 
Now an impression has gone forth that the police are justifying their 
presence and their emoluments by doing political work only and 
nothing hut political work. Political work may l>e one of the duties 
.hut not the chief or main duty of the Calcutta Police, ('alcutta 
Police is a costly thing and that cost is being met by the taxpayers 
of Bengal because the citizens of Calcutta want peace and order and 
protection not only from molestation hut from robbery and theft and 
other disturbances. Those who realise these things are not the people 
who run about the streets of Calcutta in motor-cars hut they who have 
to walk about the streets of Calcutta. It has been pointed out that 
the Calcutta Police are very negligent in protecting the lives of the 
people. So far as traffic is concerned I Wieve they are not so 
negligent hut what about people who live in the bye-lanes, I mean 
where the scum of the society, the goondm, etc., and other people 
congregate? Thlpy do not receive that protection which is expected 
from the capital of Bengal, and a civilised city like Calcutta. Wifh 
these words I give my support to the motion as it stands but not ta 
the idea that has been expressed by the Revd. Mr. 
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Hr. F. RANCRJi: The Kevcl. Mr. Najr, the mover of the motioUp 
•ayi Ihat the Calcutta Police are %’ery much inactive but 1 say on tha 
contrary that they are verj* mmh active. The reuM)ii why they aro 
80 much inactive in their ordinary duties is be<ause they are very 
much active over things relating to public vehicles in Calcutta. 
Therefore they cannot be said to be inactive, Wause it would bo 
doing them a great injustice if it be said that the police should Iw 
more active in preventing overcrowding in buses and traaus. It ia 
said that there is less overcrowding in tramcars hut 1 say there ia 
overcrowding in trams but being a monopoly comp»n,N it is piottn’ted 
by (foveninient. That is why (miice take no cognizance of such caso* 
of overcrowding hut eveiy day drivers or <onduct<»r'» of every hus aro 
hauled up by the [Mdi<‘e before the court anil he is fined M)methiii|t 
like Rs. II) — 25. I know of case.s where a conductor earning Rs. 25 
a month has been fined IN. 50. Therefore I say that the [ndice aro 
very much artiv • where hus drivers or conductors are concerned and 
so they should not be allowed to he moi*e active towardn the Imses; 
otherwise they will be doing a great injustice and the result would 
be that the great congestion which has In^en minnnised by the 
intr(»duction of buses in ('alcutta would again increase and the hiisea 
would cease to exist Already man> hus owners iiave closed d<»wn oil 
a<*count of these oppre‘»sions by the police in the Public \’ehiclea 
Department. When there is overcrowding I know conductors request 
the members of the ]»ublic to get down because more ])nssengers hiivu 
got up tlian there are seats for, hut they do not go down and must 
get inside the buses. I have seen many cases and even conductora 
under my employ have often re|M>rted to me of such cases. On inqtiiry 
it will be found that the fault lies with the uiemherH of the public 
because they will never care whether there are seats enough for them, 
whether there are 14. 24 or d2 seats they must get in any how. They 
cannot wait for another hus which is perhaps loming behind. If in 
a 14-8eater bus they find that there are 12 men, still they must all 
rush in along with their friends for they do not like That some of 
their friends would Iw* in one hus and others in another. I say if in 
this case any person is to N* blamed it is the passengers and the 
police should not be so much active over buses or bus drivers or 
conductors but on the members of the public. 

4 p.in. 

Tim Hofi'lHo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; Sir, I am afraid that Mr. 
Karendra Kumar Basu hv narrating his experience with the poliV« 
officer of the Bhowanipore thana has rather taken the wind out of my 
aaila, because one of the excuses w^bich I would have urged on behalf 
of the Calcutta Police is that it was not very fair to criticise them for 
their defaults during last year, as conditions were then distinctly difficult 
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and they bud to deal, iu addition to their ordinary duties, with a state 
of affairs which threw on them an extraordinary amount of extra work. 
However, that state of affairs has passed and let us hope it has passed for 
f^ood, and that we shall not have occasion to hear any more of experiences 
similar to that of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. I do not mind admitting 
that even with the Juirtal on, the police should have taken prompt action, 
although I would rather have expected that Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu 
would sympathise with them in observing a hartal. However, I do not 
justify the delay on the part of the Calcutta Police in regard to this 
matter, and I am sure the Commissioner of Police, to whom this will be 
communicated, will do what is necessary. 

Mr. Nag in moving his motion dealt with certain types of offences. 
His first point concerned nuisance cases. His complaint was that the 
police do not prosecute persons who commit nuisances in public 
thoroughfares. If he will lof)k at the Calcutta Police Administration 
Report in tlie Library, he will find that the police were by no means 
lax in prosecuting jiersons for these offences. It is impossible to give 
the exact figure for any particular kind of nuisance tioni the report, 
but the total number of nuisance case.s under the Indian Penal Code and 
the Police Act was somewhere over 10,000. I imagine that a good 
number of these cases will probably be found to deal with those offences 
to which he refers. One of the great difficulties in these classes of 
offences is that the trying courts deal with them summarily and previous 
convictions cannot be taken into account. So it is very difficult 4o deal 
with them by a scale of increasing penalties. But for a real remedy 
we must de])eiid on the spread of education amongst the people, who 
must recognise that insanitary practices react on their fellow citizens. 
We have all heard of the spread of primary educiation in Calcutta which 
baa been going on during the past two or three years, and we hope this 
will lead to a gradual improvement in tliis respect. 

As regards lepers and beggars, we are up against a long standing 
problem. For the matter has been under discussion for the last 12 years 
aiuce the report of the Mendicancy Committee and the beggar problem 
baa been receiving the attention of Government ever since. Various 
schemes have been framed from time to time and there has been a good 
deal of correspondence with the Calcutta Corporation. Funds are needed 
to tackle the problem. Government say that the Corporation should 
pay, the Corporation say — no, the beggars do not all belong to Calcutta, 
In 1929 Government came to certain conclusions on matters of principle 
in connection with a scheme, which, like many other schemes, has been 
hung up for want of funds, and at the present moment it is impossible 
for Government to take the matter any further. We have not, therefore, 
pressed the scheme on the Corporation, because until funds are available, 
it is useless to take up the question, the more so as the Corporation has 
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refused to accept liability. But I can asaure Mr. Nap that the beifgar 
nuisance is not neglected by the Calcutta Police. His complaint againat 
tbe police is that they are remiss in prosecuting. In the Iasi 
Adnaiiiistration Report of the Calcutta Police you will find the following 
remarks : — 

**Beggars, — 11,159 beggars were arrested by the police during tfie" 
year and sent up to court. Of these 8,955 were warned and distdiarged,, 
1,917 detained till rising of the court, 275 wldpped and discharged, 
imprisoned, 3 fined and 1 acquitted. The solution of the beggar 
nuisance does not lie in the hand.s of the police, and I can only hoju» that 
some day public opinion will be strong enough to get steps taken to 
solve the problem,” 

You w'ill notice that although 11,159 cases were sent up, 

1,917 =10,872, cases resulted in practically nothing, as the accused were 
•warned and discharged or detained till the rising of the court. The 
amount of work involved in jireparing chalaiis and .sending up these cases 
to court was very great and it was practically useless work. For while 
the magistrates realise that begging is an offence ptinishable under 
the Act they think that it will serve no useful purpose to punish the 
beggars. That is the view held by the magistrates who try the cases. 
Consequently we shall have to deal with the problem as a whole from 
another direction. We shall have to find work for these beggars. If 
he is a cripple or unable to work, he must be put in some kind of 
sanatorium, if he is an able-bodied beggar, he mtist be made to work. 
Unless something on the.se lines be done, we shall not be able to solvo 
the beggar problem, and until money is available, T am afraid I cannot 
promise much improvement with regard to this problem in Calcutta. 

The next problem dealt with b\ Mr. Nag is the question of over- 
crowding in buses, and his complaint was that the police take no action 
in prosecuting the offenders. Mr. P. Banerji on the other hand contendt 
that the police pay too great attention to prosecuting the bus people who 
are unable to prevent the public from overcrowding the buses. I do 
not mind admitting that the transport conditions in (7nlcutta are far 
from satisfactorj*. I had a (onversation with the Commissioner of 
Police, some days ago on this subject and I told- him that now that ho 
was free, at any rate for a time, from the extra work due to the civil 
disobedience movement, he might see whether he could not do somethings 
to improve the traffic' conditions in Calcutta. I found that he had 
already taken steps in the matter and was in communication tvith 
various people. He is trying his best to bring alwut an improvement 
in tbe present state of things. I do not myself think that the conditions 
in Calcutta will improve by prosecuting for every breach of the 
regulations. That is a policy which I am sure the Council will not 
advocate. What we should try to do is to bring about a proper regard 
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for thp traffic’ reffulationa amonjfst bu» and taxi drivers. We want the 
private projirietors of buses and taxis to impress on their ^vers the 
necessity of recojrnisiiij^ the traffic reji^wlations. They should realise 
the danjfers of rash driving in Calcutta. We want the taxi-drivers to 
realise that while it may be amusing to them to do some of their antics, 
these are dangerous to others. Then we have got the buses. One 
eometimes sees three or four of them raidng in the streets and if the 
same number c’omes racing from the opposite direction, the situation 
becomes more serious still. I do not believe that the remedy lies in 
prosecution. The people behind the guilty drivers should be got hold of, 
I mean the* owners; they should train up their drivers in a proper 
manner; they should impre.ss upon them the necessity of recognising 
the traffic regulations and should thus bring about an improvement in 
the conditions under which traffic* is carried on in Calcutta. Mr. Daiii 
refened to the interest he has taken in this jirohlein of transportation in 
Calcutta. 1 have read most of his papers with interest and advantage 
and in time to come when we come to deal witli the mutter, his advice 
and tile information at his disposal will be of great help. My own view 
is that sooner or later it will be advisable to hold a general inejuiry into 
the whole (juestion to see whethc*r the regulations in force for traffic 
generally cannot lie improved. Hut the present is not the time for such 
an inquiry. For the present we are trying to get into touch with the 
people hehind the scenes — the hus and taxi owners, and I hope that hy 
ibis means an improvement may be effected. 

Ah regards overcTowding about which Mr. Xag c*omplained, I urn 
afraid, as Mr. Dain has explained, that it is very difficult to prevent it 
at (certain hours of the day, but I can assure the House that the |H)lic‘e 
are doing all they c an to minimi.se the evil as far as possible. 

Then Mr. Xag dealt with the difficult problem of public women and 
aolicitution. He has referred to a locality in Bhowanipore, in connection 
with which Mr. Hunt made some inquiry. There is, as members are 
aware, an A(‘t— -Bengal Act III of H>07 — under which the Commissioner 
of Polic’e, when be receives information, among other things, that any 
bouse, room or place is used for the purpose of a brothel on auy main 
thoroughfare whicdi hqs btMUi notified in this behalf by the local 
Oovernment on the rec’ommeiidation of the Municipal Commissioners, 
can make an inquiry and can finish up by passing an order for the 
diaoontinuanci* of such use of such house, room or place. Under that 
Act the decision of the Commissioner of Police that a house, etc., is used 
in any manner deiK’ribed in the section shall be final and the legality or 
propriety thereof shall ^ not be questioned in any trial or judicial 
pnM^eediiigs in auy court. If Mr. Nag will let me have details of the 
COM referred to by him, 1 shall look into the matter, but for all practical 
piorposes the decision of the Commuisioner of Police is final. 
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As regards the question of solicitutioiit I must say my ex|>erieu(^ has 
mot been the same as Mr. Nag*s; 1 have not notieed ticca*gharries 
waiting from the corner of Dhurrumtolla, up to near the Museum. 
Indeed in front of Firpo’s and several other places in that neighbourhood 
it is quite another class of vehicle that one notiies. 1 have myself had 
occasion to remark on the presence of such ticca-g hurries at the corner 
-of Kyd Street near where I live, but I cannot say that I have suffered 
from the attention to which Mr. Nag refers. I shall, however, bring 
Mr. Nag’s complaint to the noti<‘e of the ('oniinissioner of Police. At 
the same time I would point out that in the Polic e reports you will find 
figures showing the proceedings taken against solicitation, and 
regarding the control of disorderly houses, so that while it is |H>ssible 
that everything is not bcung done that ought to be done, yet it is not true 
that the police are entirely neglec ting their dutic*s in this respc*c-t. 

As regards the conijdaint made? by Maulvi Abiil Kastun that the 
police do not pay suthcieiit attention to the inhuhitunts of the poorer 
localities, who are exposed to the terrorism of thicvc»s and tfoornUu and 
people like that, I think he has forgotten the existence of the (iooudas 
Act. There have been numerous proceedings against (/oenc/uj? and one 
thing that has struck me in c*onnc‘ction with lhc»se c*ases, is that many 
of them are based on the complaints that these f/ottnrltix have been 
terrorising the inhabitants of the poorer localities. During the last 
year there w(?rc 20 cases in whicdi ifoondan w*ere exierned, unci in addition 
45 ffoondas who had disobeyed the order of «*xternincnl and nMurreed 
to Calcutta within the period of the exlernmcnt order, weic prosecuted 
and sc'ntenced to imprisonment. If there is any locality in which there 
is real terrorism by f/ontulm, I can promise that if these c*ases are hroughf 
to the notice of the (’omiiiissioner of Police he will go into them anej 
ascertain all the facts. Bui of course the polic*e have to use the powers 
they have with a certain amount of caution, and with due regard to the 
evidence available. Tbere have been cases in whic h sufficient evidence 
bas not been adduced to make out a prima facie case, but siicdi c*ases are 
not lost sight of. They are kept on reewd and wbc?n sufficient evidence is 
available, action is taken. 

I hope I have sbowm the Council that the Calcutta Police, ns far as 
they are able to do, pay attention to their civic; duties, and that to my 
that they always neglect them is not quite correct. 

The motion of Eevd. B. A. Nag was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Nr. PSEiiOiNTs I have an announcement to make lor tb^ 
plonnation of the House. The adjournment motion has altered oitf 
|||M table* The House will rememb^ that 5| hours were allotted to tltf 



m 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[25th Maxch, 


digcuHsion of the demand under the head “Police.” The adjournment 
motion will take two hours of that time, leaving only 3J hours available 
for the discussion of the grant now before ihe House. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAl! ' That the demand of 
R«. 38,000 under the head *26A. — Presidency Police — Port Police- 
Pay of sergeants' be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion for* 
Indianising the Port Police Establishment).” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: We can have one discussion on motions 468 
and 484. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have no objection. The 
recruiting agency is entirely different; we have one for Calcutta, and 
one for Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you like to make one speech on these 
motions or deal with them separately? 


Tho Hoil'bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am perfectly willing to 
take them together. I think it will save time if we take them together. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAl: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 30,97,134 under the head “26A. — Presidency Police — 
Pay of Establishment” be reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of 
the policy in recruiting non-Bengalees to the rank of constables in 
Presidency Police). 

Sir, 1 am no advocate of narrow provincialism. My personal view 
is to keep open tlw public service for the fittest Indian. It may be asked 
then : Why, have I tabled this motion ? There are some cogent reasons 
behind it. In the course of my visits to various places in India, I have 
come across several Bengalees, some of them domiciled in those 
provinces. Their general complaint was that Bengalees were being 
gradually eliminated from the public service. The doors to public 
service have already been shut against the Bengalees in ihe other 
provinces. Higher grade appointments to deserving domiciled 
Bengalees, nlread^r in the service, have become an eye-sore to the people 
of those provinces, l .may cite an instance to the point. Some years 
Ago I paid a visit to the Patna High Court. The then Deputy Registrar 
liappened to be a domiciled Bengalee. He kindly took me over round 
the buildings and in course of conversation related to me that bia 
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appc^iment was not liked by those who advocated Bihar for the 
Bihorees and the Searchlight was publishing series of articles to replace 
him by a Biharee. A few weeks later, I found that the agitators had 
gained their point and my friend had to revert to the Judicial Service. 
The same sort of story was repeated to me in the United Provinces and 
other provinces where I went during the last Christmas holidays. Now 
the question is that if the Bengalees are ousted from the public service 
in other provinces, then why should the puhli<‘ service of Bengal remain 
open for all? My service-seeking fellow countrymen of Bengal feel 
this iniquitous treatment very keenly and 1. therefore, could not refuse 
their earnest request to move in the matter. This may be called a 
selfish motion. Certainly it is so. But I cannot shut my eyes to the 
realities of the situation by blindly yielding to the broader nationalistic 
sentimentalism. 1 have already at the outset told you (hat my personal 
views were contrary to the motion which 1 have just moved. But justice 
and equity demand a satisfactory solution of the problem. My 
submission to the Government is that they should try to safegard the 
interests of the Bengalees in the public* service of the other provinces 
and exert their influence to keep their doors open to (he fittest Indian 
and if that be not possible, public servi<*e of Bengal shouhl remain a 
close preserve for Bengalees or those domiciled in this presidency. 

The object of my j)resent motion is to express disapproval of the policy 
in the recruitment of non-Bengalees to tlie rank of constables in Presi- 
dency Police. If necessary facilities for training be given and if they are 
liberally admitted, 1 think equally efficient Bengalees will be 
forthcoming to fill up tfie rank of constables, llie present (*onstablei» 
are recruited either from Bifiar or the United Provinces and are drawn 
generally from the agriculturists of these provinces. 

Sir, the chaukidars and dafudars, who are entrusted with the oneroui 
task of keeping the peace in the interior, the sirdars, the paiks and the 
tainiis of the ^amindars who are equally capable men aUo crinc from the 
class of agriculturists. If people of this class in Bengal me given the 
opportunity, they will, I believe, turn out to be as hardworking and 
capable constables in the presidency as the present inruinhents are. 
The ancestors of these people formed the nucleus of the Bengal army in 
the olden days. Their military exploits are matters of history. Even 
during Moghul rule, they did yeoman service in the militia of Bengal. 
It is unfortunate that with the advent of British rule, these people were 
totally neglected and preference was given to outsiders to lord over 
the peaceful citiitens. Sir, the big talk of provincial autonomy i» 
abroad. Will it be consistent with our dignity and prestige to call in 
the aid of people living outside Bengal to maintain otir peace and order? 
It ia simply an absurd proposition. It is high time for the Government 
to stop further recruitment of non-Bengalees in the Police Service and 
eaooiirage by all means the children of the soil in future recndtiseiits. 
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With the^e few words, T coji^fnd my raotioa to the accepta^icei 
the Hou«e, 

The following motion wa« <^lled but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZi.ULLAH: That the demand of 
Ea. 46,45,000 under the head ‘26C. — District Executive Force — 0>n- 
atables' be reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the policy of 
Oovernment in recruiting non-Bengalees to the rank of constables in the 
Ben^gal Police Service).*^ 


The Hoii’hle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I can assure the Council 
that the policy of recruiting Bengalees as constables is one which has 
the full sympathy of Government. The number of Bengalee applicants 
who apply and who comply with the standards laid down is, however, 
totally insufficient for the needs of the Bengal Police or the Calcutta 
Police, I discussed this question with Mr. Craig this morning and he 
fissured me that if Bengalee applicants came along to enlist as ( onstables, 
he would be only too glad to enlist them, if the applicants coming 
forward came up to the standard. It is impossible, therefore, to ac<*ept 
this motion as the number of people applying who come up to the 
standard re(|uired for the work for who h ihev are enlisted is insufiicient 
both in Calcutta and Bengal. 


Rai Bahadur 0r« HARIOHAN OUTT; May I reque.st the Hon'ble 
Uemb<u to state what attempts are being made by Government 
and what inducements have l>eeii held out to iuduce Bengalees to come 
forward for the purpose of enlisting as constables i' 


The Han’blf Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I (auuot say that any 
particular iaducement has been held out. The standards and 
prospects are generally known to the classes from which such recruits 
come, and we get sufheieut applications from people of other provinoae 
in spite of the fact that no particular inducement is held out to them* 

The motion of Muuindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
the Council , withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

MWilvi SYEO JAL^LUDDIN HAIHEMYs ‘That the demand of 
Ea» 41,80,700 under ibe head *26 A. — Presidency Police^ be redijmod 
)|]f Be. 100 (policy of the Government in launching proaecotiona andlt 
MctioH 624 ^ the GalouUa Police 4ot)*’* 
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Mb F* Na CUHAl “That the (iema&d of Rs, 41,80,700 undar tha 
haad; ‘26A.— Presidency Police’ lie reduced by Be. 100 (policy of 
pending money for the Presidency Police out of Provincial 
Bavenuee).’’ 

IlMliwi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 41,80,700 under 

the head *26A. — Presidency Police’ he reduced by Rs. 5 (paucity of 
Muslims in Calcutta Police).” 

Mauhri MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH and MauM ADUL KAfEMt 

'^That the demand of Rs. 41,tS0,700 under the head *26A. — Presidency 
Police’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to express di.Hupproval of the present 
policy of muiutaiiiin^ the Calcutta Police from the Provincial 
Reyenues).” 

Mfa Pa BANERdI: “That the deinuiid of Ps. under the 

head — Superiiiteiideiice’ he reduced hy Us. l).‘hr)(K).” 

Khan Sahib Maulvi BAZLUL HUQS Mr. President, Sir, I heg to 
move that tlie demand of Rs. 41,80,700 under the liead ”20. — Police — 
26A. — Pre.sidencv l*(dice” lie reduced by Re. 1. My object to move 
this cut motifiii is to draw attention of the authorities to the paucity 
of Mussulman employees under the (^nninissioner of Police, (hilcutta. 

Sir, once ajfaiii I appear before you with a f'ominunal (juestion. My 
object is to show to the House how far the claims of the Moslems have 
been systematically i^rnored in every department. There is a belief 
in certain quarters that (Government show undue favour to the 
Mussulmans at the cost of the other communities in the matter of 
appointment. 1 will show by concrete examples that that bfdief baa 
no foundation. On the contrary, I will show that the Muhammadant 
are the most neglected of all the communities in Bengal in the mattaff 
of enjoying State patronage. They have lieeii fontiiiuously roblied of 
their just shares on the plea of their backwardness in education. I will 
show here that this plea is a means to an end — cleverly devised to 
deprive the pcnir Mussaliuun community of their morsel of ffHal. Even 
in services where educational qualification is not the main standard, 
the fair and ef|uitable justif es were denied Ut the Moslems. 

Sir, from the annual administration rejM>rt of the department 
concerned for the year 1929, I find that there were 641 cmistahles out 
>f which 168 were Moslems and 478 non-Moslems. What the duties 
>f this class of men are, is known to every gentleman of this House. 
Niow the question is : are not the Mussalmans competent enough to deal 
Uuhi blows and break the heads of people P Are they so much feeUe, 
nnaciated and have they not the courage and strength to eaecute these 
partioular duties of public services? In the riots in Calcutta, Dacca 
uid Eishoreganj and other places all the blames were thrown to the 
llussalinans and credit was given to them, if these nefarious acts oaii 
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for credit at all, that the Moslems were the aggressors and that they 
could take the aggressive parts because they were physically strong 
and were bold enough to make free use of weapon of oppression and 
destruction — I mean latMi, etc. As a matter of fact, if strength, 
boldness, courage and fearlessness be the criterion, 1 can, without fear 
of contradiction, assert that the Moslems possess all these attributes 
and can prove equal to the task and responsibilities, if offered. But 
here also the unlucky Moslems have been mercilessly slaughtered on 
the altar of injustice. What justifications lie at the bottom of this 
unjust treatment remains to 1)6 seen and heard. There is another 
aspect of the question which I cannot pass over. Let us see how many 
Bengalees are there in the whole cadre and how many of them are 
Hindus and Moslems. Sir, one’s blood will boil when one will learn 
that of the 041 constables there were only 48 Bengalees and of this 
number Hindus are 34 and Moslems are 9. 

The Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point of order, Sir. 
The question of recruitment of non-Bengalees in Presidency Police has 
just been discussed and T do not think he is in order in referring to 
that again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Sahib, your grievance is that more 
Muhammadans should he employed and I think you should confine 
your remarks to that point only. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ: We find there is only one 
Mussulman amongst ten Assistant Commissioners and eight inspectors 
out of a total of (if) and 30 sub-inspectors out of 117 at the close of the 
year 1929. Sir, I leave it to you to judge whether the proportion is 
fair and just. Do these figures show Government’s determined policy 
to help the Moslems in getting back their lost position and due and 
legitimate share and can the Government be supported to have 
discharged their duties and responsibilities impartially and fairly? 
So it has now become a common belief in the Moslem circle that 
Government do not really mean to help the Moslems in gaining their 
just demands and aspiration. It is only lip sympathy and nothing 
else that Government shows now and then by issuing orders and 
circulars for Moslem appointment. 

Sir, as I am not possessed of the figures regarding the number of 
ministerial officers, I cannot say positively what is the proportion of 
the Moslems there. But this much is sure that the number of Moslem 
ministerial officers is negligible and no proportion is workable. 

Before I resume my seat. I think it my duty to urge upon the 
authorities to be fair to all the communities. Do not be partial to one 
and negligent to the other. That will tarnish the name and fame of 
British justice. 
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^ Hoifblt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Sir, 1 am iorry Khau 
Sahib Maulvi Bazlul Huq should have an idea that Government does 
only lip service to the principle of the appointment of sufficient 
Muhammadans in the various departments of Government. I can 
assure him that the policy laid down by Government four years ago 
is being followed. He must remember that that policy cannot take 
effect at once, because we cannot dismiss the persons at present in 
service in order to employ Muhammadans in their place. There must 
be a gradual increase. However, I am able to show from the figures 
in regard to Calcutta Police that this policy is clearly being followed. 
There were eight Muhammadan inspectors in 192?); on the Ist January, 
1931, there were ten — an increase of two. In the case of sub- 
inspectors, there were 29 in 1930; there are now 34. In connection 
with this motion, I inquired from the Calcutta Police and the reply 
I have got is to the effect tliat they are getting plenty of Muhammadan 
recruits and their perreiihige i.s steadily increasing. From this 
statement and from the figures I have given, I hope the Khan Sahib 
will agree that we are doing our best to increase the number of 
Muhammadans in the Calcutta Police. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Ihr/.lul Hucj was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn, 

(At 4-40 p.in. tlie Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-50 p.ni.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hefore Mr. Hoy iinnos iilM motion, 1 might tell 
him that lie need not travel over the same ground which lias already 
been covered more or le.ss in discussing the motion of Hevd. B. A. Nag. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: In view of the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Member-in-charge in reply to motion of Reverend 
Mr. Nag, I am not going to move it. 

The following motion was, therefore, not moved : — 

Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: **That the demand of 
Re. 41,80,700 under the head ‘20A. — Presidency Police’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (rash driving by motorists in Calcutta and the desirability in 
launching more prosecutions for such offences)." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we can take up motions Nos. 480, 487, 
488, 491, 510, 511 and 512 together. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Khan Babadiir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 1,59,000 under the head ‘26B. — Police Superintendence* be reduced 
by Re. 100 (to discuss the need of retrenchment in the police 
expenditure).’* 
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iilKi KI8H0RI MOHMi HHAUflMlHIl: That the demand of 
B«. 1,29,21,600 under the head ‘26C.-— District Executive Force* be 
reriucecl by Bs. 20,00,000/* 

Mrs P. BANERdiS 'That the demand of Rs. 1,29,21,600 under the 
head '26C. — District Executive Force* be reduced by Rs. 1,04,450.** 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rb, 1,29,21,600 under the head "26C. — 
Distrird Executive Fonte*’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuMs the growth 
of expenditure under this head and the inetficiency of the force in 
dealing with ordinary crimeB). 

Sir, I am tempted to be very brief with my motion. In view of 
the iendencieH I notice in the MeinberH of the Government now^ to note 
our suggest ioiiH, to argue with us and wherever jyossible to meet our 
wishes to some extent even, 1 will be content with placing certain facts 
which, I think, are unchallengeable, showing the direction in which a 
retrenchment is poBfiible in spite of the Hon'ble Meraber*s assurances 
that he devoted one whole nmrning in going through the items liut found 
no pruning possible. The Hon’lde Member has directly referred to the 
District police prol)ably with an eye to my own motion. 

The Hon’ble Member thinks that no reduction in the mufassal police 
force is possible because of the areas, the diffirulty rd communication 
and growth of population 

Mra PRESIDENT: Order, 4)rder. It is time for the adjournment 
motion to l>e taken up. 

6 p.m. 

Molloii for an adJOMrmnaiit of tho Butinoia of tho Gounoil. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS; With your permis.s'on. Sir, I would make a 
fttatemant. I dosire oh behalf of the British Group to make an 
emphatic protest against the discussion of this motion. Any such 
discussion will do great disservice to the country in every way. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, 
Sir. Is the hon’ble member entitled to make any statement of protest 
at this stage P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think if you had listened to Mr. Travers 
patiently, you wciitld not have risen on a point of order so hastily. I 
think that the leader of “an important group in this House is entitled to 
make a statement, and this is no new thing, either in this Council 

elsewhere. 
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ipfe W. L« THAVCIVS: It will accenttiaie an^ create racial feeling 
Hl-feeiing and for that reason my group protest against it very 
stttmgiy. We make this statement without intending any discourtesy 
fti Jmy way to yourself, 8ir. 


KMui Baflidur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of order, 
Sir. Is it not the procedure that leave of the House should he taken in 
Btch matters? I understand that it was not put at the time. 1 
understand that at the time you simply read out the motion. 


Hr. PRESIDENT: I protest against any siuh remarks from any 
member of the House. I read out the statement and said that leave has 
been asked hy Mauivi Syed Julaluddin Hashemy to move his 
adjournment motion. I think that was a sufficient warning to memhers 
who wanted to <)bje<*t. It could not he luy fault if they were (aught 
napping. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I lag to move 
a motion of udjouniuient of the Imsiness of the Touncil to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., the serious situation 
that has arisen in the country with regard to (landhi-Irwin agreement 
hy the execution of Hhagat Singh, Rajguru and Stikdeh, 

Sir, it is witli feeling of profound .sorrow and deep indignation that 
T rise to move thi.H motion for adjournment. However, Sir, the hangman 
has done his duty and the law has taken its onlinar>' course and the 
majesty of the law has Imen vindicated. Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukdeh have l»een hanged. But, Sir, I do not understand what lesson 
was intended to he taught by that. Is it to strike terror into the hearts 
of the people who profess violence? Then I must say that it has failed, 
and very iiiiHernhly failed. Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukdeb did 
not petition the (Government for mercy. All that they did was to 
petition Government to he shot and not hanged. That prayer was 
rejected. Their parents and relatives were not allowed to have an 
interview with them for the last time. But I shall not speak of all 
these. We — the people of this country, the people of Bengal, the people 
of the Punjab, of Bombay and other prov in ces—petl tinned the 
Government and Ixird Irwin to intervene in the matter and stop the 
vengeance of the law. Why did we do this? We had many examples 
in the past of political convicts suffering the extreme penalty of law. 
We have not yet forgotten the extreme penalty paid by Khudiram, 
Kanailal Dntt, Satyendra Dutt and others. Kveii in these days instances 
are not rare. But in this case we thought that the supreme interest of 
the country was at stake and therefore, Sir, we apjiealed to the Viceroy 
to exercise his prerogative of mercy and commute this sentence of 
death. Mahatma Gandhi can be disbelieved by some people as regards 
bis statomanship, but even the memhers of the other side of the House 
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cannot disbelieve him in his profession of non-violence. I may say 
that even when the late Mr. 0. B. Das defended Gopinath Shah's 
motive, while condemning his action, it was Mahatma Gandhi who 
protested against it. We tried to carry a resolution to that effect at 
Sirajganj, and we were successful. At Ahmedabad we failed to get 
Mahatma Gandhi's support. Even Mahatma Gandhi is reported to have 
put considerable pressure on His Excellency to show mercy to these 
unfortunate persons and it is also reported that the Viceroy gave an 
assurance to look into the matter with all possible care. I know it was not 
the condition of the agreement to commute such sentences nor was there 
any such thing regarding the release of prisoners who were convicted 
of violence. If I remember aright, it was made out that if there were 
any amnesty, it would be for those persons who had been sent to jail for 
non-violent acts. In a certain speech, however, Mahatma Gandhi 
declared openly that he had great hope of saving the lives of these 
unfortunate persons and we also thought that if these unfortunate people 
were not saved, the feeling of the country would go against the 
./agreement and against pea(‘>e in general. I myself had no intention to 
flupport the agreement because it interfered witli the Independence 
Besolutioii of last year, but, Sir, after u careful study of the agreement, 
I gave up the idea and I and others thought that we would supj^ort 
Mahatma Gandhi and as far us possible try to bring peace. I believe 
Ijord Irwin, the Viceroy of India, the pioneer of peace and good-will, 
the ])ioneer of sympathy and co-operation, the pioneer of trust gnd 
fellow-feeling in this country, w'as misguided and carried away by the 
reactionaries in this matter. Otherwise it would have been quite 
possible for the Viceroy to commute the sentences and save the lives of 
these unfortunate men. If I knoiv the mentality of the people of 
Bengal, I would make bold to say that this execution might lead many 
young men to sacrifice their lives at the altar of freedom — many young 
men will follow the path which leads to the gallows for the attainment 
of freedom — we have given much stress to the case of these young men 
only because the trial raised great doubts in our minds. I am not a 
lawyer and I am not going to dilate on the legal aspect of the 
question. I it to my friends Mr. J. L. Buunerji, Dr. Naresh 

Chandra Sen Gupta and Mr. N. £. Basu and others, but I say that 
never before in the country such a deep feeling of resentment has been 
marked, such great indignation has been roused as 1 have found over 
this particular case. Sir, we want a change of heart — we want co- 
operation, sympathy and good-will. What would have been the 
difficulty with the British Government if the execution of these 
unfortunate people had been stopped? Sir, I am sure it would not be 
irrelevant if 1 cite certain historical instances. Did not the British 
Government shale hands with the Sein FinnersP Did not the 
British Government after the truce, shake hands with people who had 
l>6en charged with murder and rebellion? It we try a comparison 
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betiiMi the violent practice hy the Irish with that of Bhagat Singh, 
%aj|lilSru and .Snkdeb, I am afraid the comparison cannot be drawn. 
'W'hht happened in Ireland? There was an agreement — there was a 
talk alid there was a general amnesty. Is it that by this execution the 
Government of India tried to put the accused to the wrong? Then 
I inXL say that if they were trying to do so they have been misled 
because by this act of execution the British Government will be ptH 
into the Wrong before the world, l^e Government of India tried to 
have pelmal in the Oongtess so that the agreement may be nnlliied. 
Bir^ all believe in the personality of Mahatma Gandhi and I hope that 
in spite of opposition he will carry the Congress with him. But this 
bitter memory will remain for ever in the minds of Bengal and 
particnlarly of the Punjab and the demonstrations that are being held 
all over India is a sure indication that India will not forget it and 
that India will never forget it. Sir, I will refer to the speech recently 
made by Mahatma Gandhi after the execution of these nnfortuuate 
men. Mahatma Gandhi is an advocate of non-violence, yet he has 
made a departure in admiring the spirit of patriotism of these 
unfortunate men. He said; ‘‘The execution of such a youth and his 
comrades has given them the crown of martyrdom. Thousands feel 
to-day personally bereaved by his death.” As regards the execution 
of these young men, he said: “As for the Government, I cannot help 
feeling that they have lost golden opportunity of winning over the 
revolutionary party. It was their clear duty, in view of the settlement, 
at Least to suspend the exe(!ution indefinitely. By their action they 
have put a severe strain u}K)n the settlement and once more proved 
their capacity for flouting public opinion and for the exhibition of the 
immense brute power they possess. This persistence in exercise of tboif 
brute power is perhaps a portent showing that, notwithstanding 
pompous and pious declarations, they do not mean to part with power.” 
Then, Sir, there is the statement of Sir James Crerar in the Aisembly 
s/yesterday when he had to admit that the execution has roused a 
considerable feeling of resentment in the country. He has, however, 
declared that the execution w as made — that what had i)eeu done had been 
done in the interest of India. I do not understand what he meant by 
tbe interest of India. Will anybody in India believe that the interest 
of India lies more in the heart of Sir James Crerar than in that (d 
Mahatma Gandhi? 


5-15 p.m. 

I do not undeMalid the meaning of this. Does anybody in fftlin 
believe that the inteteits of India atw realised better by dbe Bon’Me 
Sir §mm Gtbtar than by Mahatma Gandhi? Bat I tmt Ibkailiiii 
iima in ^Keenssing this mntlit, bat nrHl Nfet 10 one Ohmw geint nnd 
finuit. 
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Sift the queetioD has been raised that the Goyernment of Bengal 
have nothing to do with this matter. I say, Sir, that the Bengal 
Government could play a part as they are part of the Government ol 
India. If the Government of Bengal tried to influence the Government 
of India, they might have partly succeeded and similarly if other 
provincial Governments had done so very seriously, they also might 
have been able to influence the Government of India. 

Lastly, Sir, I appeal to His Excellency the Viceroy for the grant 
of an amnesty on the ground of political expediency, if not on ground 
of humanity, because the present is the most opportune moment for 
an exhibition of these qualities. Was it not possible for the 
Government of India to stay the executions indefinitely P Was it not 
possible for the Government of India at least to stay the executions till 
the Karachi Congress was overP By this action we are led to believe 
that Government is trying its level best to exhibit the I.C.S. mentality 
and to nullify and rescind and do away with the agreement. If they 
persist in this course of conduct, I say very frankly that Indians will 
not be afraid if the agreement is broken. Indians are prepared to make 
the maximum of sacrifices at the present moment and they will follow 
the example of other nations and that of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukdeb more vigorously in future. 

With these words, I move my motion. 

Tlii Hon’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Now that we have heard the reasons behind this motion, may I ask 
if the whole discussion is in order? The mover has discussed what the 
Cbvemment of India should have 'done, and what Sir James Crerar 
should have done, but we have no locut standi in the matter. Is this 
sort of debate to go on in this Council P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To which part of the speech you take exception? 

Tilt Han’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I protest against the whole 
thing — as te what His Excellency the Viceroy ought to have done or 
what Sir James Crierar ought to have done or what the Government of 
India ought to have done. If the Government of Bengal is to be drawn 
in, it can only be by saying that the Gk)vemment of Bengal should 
have taken steps to ask the Government of India that they should not 
do this. Would this Government not be rightly told to mind their own 
business P 

Mr. PREilDENT: I have heard very carefully every word that 
Maulvi Jalaluddin'tHashemy has said and if I had found that he had 
east any reflection whatsoever upon the Viceroy, 1 would have been 
the first person to sh^ him. In fact, I may give some direction with 
negard to tUe. r; 
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,ll is not permissible that any reflection sbonld be cast on His 
Eaoillency the Viceroy. It is much safer not to bring in his name in 
any shape either in course of an appeal or a thing of that sort. The 
salei^ thing would be not to name him at all. It is also not permissible 
to cast reflection on the courts of justice involved in this matter with 
regard to the object behind this motion to which the Ilon’ble Mr. 
Prentice has referred. I think it is impossible for the Chair actually 
to find out or even if the Chair is able to find out, to say in so many 
words what that object was. Nor is that the business of the Chair. 
I can only say that up till now the member has said nothing to which 
serious exception could be taken. A member, speaking on this subject, 
will be in order so long as he is recording his protest against what has 
happened and so long as he is giving expression to the feelings which 
this particular incident has evoked within him. At least when I allowed 
this motion, I thought that that was the only object behind it. It also 
gave one an opportunity to plead for the agreement. Beyond this I 
think no member can go and that is the limitation I would like to impose 
for the guidance of those who will follow Maulvi Jalaluddin Hasheray, 



MtUlvi HA8SAN ALI: Sir, we are in possession of the House now 
to discuss a matter which has overcast the whole atmosphere of India 
with immeasurable grief and gloom. 

The Gandhi-Irwin agreement was an unprecedented event in the 
history of India or for the matter of that in the history of the whole 
world and India as well as the whole world felt grateful to the two 
great men of the world — Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin, representing 
the two great lands of the earth. We cangra tula fed the Mahatma, we 
congratulated the noble Lord, The agreement, Sir, raised new hopes 
in the mind of India. We all thought, we all felt, that the hostilities 
between the two great countries would cease — that a sincere friendship 
would be established — a friendship and a union based on faith, trust 
and good-will; and a new dominion would be bom to England. But, 
Sir, the unfortunate event, the mournful event, the execution of Bhagat 
$ingh and his two young comrades, in my opinion, have struck at the 
between the two great countries — would cease— that a sincere friendship 
Sir, true it may be that it was outside the terms of the settlement. 
True it may be that these young men wmre murderers, true it may be that 
these youths were violent terrorists; yet what is the public opinion in 
the country — what India feels with regard to them P That is a matter, 
Sir, which is an open secret to all. India denounces the actions of the 
iwvolutionaries. Revolution is not the creed of India. Terrorism is 
not the creed of the Indian National Congress. Violence is not the faith 
of India’s g^test leader. That is true. But uevertheless India loves 
the courage of these young men. India loves the love which these 
j/npM&Bi and desperate youths had within Hiem for thsir moliieriaidh 
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The same genuine and intoxicating lore which throbbed once in the 
hearts of these young men throbs also in the heart of whole India and 
it is for that that India offers her heartfelt praise for them, and it is 
for that that India to-day is overwh^med with grief at the loss of these 
young souls. Sir, it is for that that India requested her great leader 
Mahatma Glandhi to extricate these, her beloved sons, from the clutches 
of death. And do we not ffnd that the Mahatma gave hopes in his 
memorable statement after the negotiations with the Viceroy were 
concluded P Do we not also find that Mr. J. M. Sen Oupta, the leader 
ol Bengal, also gave hopes that these young men would be saved from 
the fatal hands of the gallows, from the awful jaws of death? And 
alter all these, are not the Indian public justified in thinking, justified 
in feeling, that the calamity, the grievous calamity, came upon them 
quite unexpectedly, quite unwarrantedly P Sir, India feels to-day that 
British justice is not tempered with mercy, India feels to-day that 
Britishers are cruel, she feels to-day that British statesmanship is in the 
wrong. She feels that British statesmanship has gone banknipt. The 
whole of India feels that Great Britain has committed a grave blunder by 
flouting public opinion, nay she has committed a blunder which will 
ultimately ruin the cause of India and ruin the cause of England herself. 

To my mind. Sir, the carrying out of the death sentences of these 
young men portends many things ominous and grave and fearful. I 
am afraid that the blunder, serious and undiplomatic as it is, has got 
it« inspiration from Churchillian mentality. It has jeopardised the 
whole peace prospects. It has jeopardised the sincerity of purpose^ 
good-will, faith and trust between England and India, so vividly 
outlined in the Premier’s declaration on the 19th of January last. It 
has aroused the old feelings of doubt, suspicion and animosity in the 
minds of people and I am afraid the people have already begun to feel 
that the pledges given to India from time to time by the Kings and 
Queens ot England, by her Viceroys and statesmen, and by her Prenler 
at last are but pledges — sham pledges, not well meaning pledges — that 
will lead India nowhere. 

8ir, in the baifie of clemency, in the name of good statesmanship, 
in the name of good diplomacy, the Government could havo easily 
averted this calamity which has thrown India into the throes of such 
a gXievons hmrt and wound. Too might say the matter is not With^ 
tim terms of the truce and the Govornmoiit canlmt bo haM gnlity of 
bfoaoh of the sotllement. Quite right. But was it not within iim paAs 
of tho luai spirit of the GaBdhi4[rwin aprreemeiitf Was it not pomibla 
lor the Govornmoat to commute the death sentencen of these unlorintmte 
young men quite in ooneonaaoe with the spirit of the IVemier's dodeiw* 
tsen P Could not the Oofemment postpsue the execution of the death 
mmteiioes oven to an indefinite tine? And what himteiwi tin Qmmm^ 
iHnl firuii Mhyfiit the mMonliMi owin aflnr the KsensM Omgmm wm 
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OTfi? I 4 q i)Qt l^iiow wli^t Onuses luid wlmt inotives wtre tkm ImiIiumI’ 
%hm mi 9 eemly and ugly haste expediting the beheeding of the young 
ipen. Are we not to think that England does not mean well towards 
Indi%^ Are w© not to understand that she does not mean to part with 
powers and prestige P Are we not to understand that all these profes- 
sions of justice, good-will, trust, sympathy and love are not what they 
seemed to be at the first sight ? Sir, how could England show clemency 
towards Ireland? How could she show mercy towards the Sinn Finnera 
of Ireland? How could she intuiage herself to cancel the death seutenco 
of Irish rebel Seoii Mackeou? All these she (ould do with a clear 
sense of fair justice and good conscience during the violent revolution 
of the Irish people. But all that she and her statesmen cannot do with 
clear conscience in case of India whose revolution is merely non- 
violent. But is that the right |H>licy? I do not know what is going 
on at the Congress camp at Karachi. I do not know what fate the 
Karachi Congress would experience within a day or two. But of this 
much I am sure that British diplomacy by this unexpected act of great 
blunder has done great harm to Mahatma Gandhi and the caxise of non- 
violence. It has done immense harm to Lord Irwin; it has done 
incalculable harm to India. It has done great harm to England as well. 
With the bones of Bhagat Singh and his two comrades between India 
and England, I am afraid, the ('Ongress w’ill not he able to arrive at 
an abiding settlement with England. God forbid, the youths of India 
may not draw inspiration from the corpse of Bhagat Singh thus throwing 
the country again into the whirliaml of chaos and confusion. Sir, really 
I feel confused — really people are confused to think what is in store 
for India — what would follow this unexpected calamity. It seems to 
be fraught with grave eonsecjuences, consequences which, 1 am afraid, 
are very likely to hind the liand and foot of Mahatma Gandhi, the very 
apostle of love and ahimM, the apostle of non-violence and wml force 
and for the matter of that the greatest friend of Great Britain. The 
brute force may again come in, and the stories of America and Ireland 
may be enacted here also, and England instead of having a new dominion 
bom to her, may possibly see the loss of a dominion in India, for the 
second time. 

With these few’ words, I ventilate ray feeling of strong protest—I 
record my strong resentment at the misguided and wrong statesmanship 
ol £ktgland which has thrown the country by this thoughtleffs and 
dangerous policy again into throes of suspicion and mistrust, ill-will 
and obaos. 

5-^ p.m. 

Mff* SHANTI SHEKH ARCS WAR RAYl Sir, it is hard to realise 
tinl when we in this House were carrying on our normal work on 
Monday evening last a tragedy was enacted under the orders of the 
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Oovernment in another part of India. It ia difficult to foretell juat now 
the ultimate result of this action. But one thing is clear. The people 
of this province in common with the rest of India, have received the 
news with great distress and indignation — distress at our helplessness 
to influence the policy of the Government to any extent. It is an (^[>en 
secret that the Gandhi-Irwin settlement left the country rather cold. 
Gwing to the great respect in which Mahatma Gandhi is held all over 
India there has been a natural reluctance to question the merits of the 
settlement. But behind all this silence, there has been considerable 
sioubt about the change of heart of the Government. If anything, the 
derision of the Government to let the law take its course so far as these 
political prisoners were concerned will go a great way to explode the 
myth of a change of heart. Sir, perhaps any protest at this stage is 
perfectly useless so far as the great patriots who have given their lives 
in the service of the country are concerned, but, Sir, those of us who 
may not perhaps see eye to eye with them in their methods have still 
a duty to perform. Perhaps it may be irrelevant, but, Sir, in this 
connection I shall take another opportunity to press on Government 
their duty so far as the political detenus are concerned. I feel that we 
shall be misrepresenting the people of Bengal if at this hour of 
reconciliation we do not press the case of hundreds of our countrymen 
who are still rotting in the jails simply for their patriotism — for their 
love of the Motherland. Sir, I ask the Government to take a generous 
view as regards the political prisoners. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point of order, Sir. 
The motion is to consider the situation created by the execution of 
Bhagat Singh and others. Has it anything to do with the political 
prisoners ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should like Mr. Ray to proceed a little further 
and then to find out whether his remarks are relevant to the matter under 
discussion. It is very difficult to stop a speaker unless I have an 
opportunity to weigh his remarks in the balance to see if he is really 
going astray. 

Mr. iHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: My point is this that in 
spite of the execution there is still time to ease the situation. I would 
aidt Government to take a generous view as regards the political 
prisoners. In every country, even in India, the authorities do take a 
lenient view of deeds committed on a sudden impulse of actions of men 
carried away off tlieir feet at the heat of the moment. Are we not 
familiar with the policy of the Government when, say, there is a sudden 
ontbreak of communal passioasf In many places when tke tonmlt lias 
•itbsided the Government has been known not to press for the pmuskment 
id the gttilty--of men who have committed the worst bmtalities. Thn 
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ibv4m 8 oonuiutted in broad daylight in Calcutta, Dacca and at other 
p]i|oeB remain still unpunished. Of course individuals may nurse a 
grievance owing to the ineptitude of the Government, but the people 
generally reconcile themselves to this policy of inaction as they recognise 
that it is due to the larger interests of the country as a whole. I would 
ask the Gk>vemment to take a similar view as regards the persons in 
jail who may have been found guilty of any violent action in pursuance 
of their attempt to secure political rights for the country. I think, 
Sir, that provided the Government is satisfied that a release is not 
harmful to the interests of the country, there should be no bar to the 
release. 

Sir, if the British Government is sincere in its declaration of 
recognition of India’s right to self-rule — Swaraj — there can be no 
reservation so far as political prisoners are concerned. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Bengali. 

5-45 p.m. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, we meet under the 
shadow of what has by the ineptitude of some persons been made into 
V a great national sorrow, and I speak in sorrow and not in anger. It 
seems as if we were building a great edifice out of the Gandhi-Irwin 
pact, and this event came upon us like the shock of a great earthquake, 
and we do not know what amount of damage it has done and whether 
it threatens to demolish the structure altogether. It is not that these 
three young men have met their death, not that three persons convicted 
by a court of law, however constituted, have paid the penalty for the 
acts they have been found to have committed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by ^^however constituted**? 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I was referring to the 
special tribunal, it was not a tribunal constituted under the ordinary 
law. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, ordinary or extraordinary law, that 
amounts to a reflection on a court of law and you are not permitted to 
make such reflections. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: In that case I withdraw 

it. But, Sir, this act of the Oovemment of India has made the slendmr 
thread by which the fate of the entire country is hanging at the present 
moment to be put to a very severe strain such as thteatens to break it. 
I wish to refrain from making any remark which may have the effect 
of Releasing the strain which is already as great as it might well ha., 
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I wif b p«rticuliur^ to Botbinf to twm ^ ftAJ iU4trii]i9 mhUk 
I woold doprecoto at tbe pre»6nt moment ae stfongly at least as llr^ 
Travers. Nor do 1 wish to criticise the ladings and the sentenof 
passed hy the special tribunal. Nor shall 1 say anything about the 
bankruptcy in statesmanship that has been shown by those responsible 
for permitting the sentence passed to remain unremitted and unchanged. 

I shall speak only of the repercussions of this great fact, on thf 
political atmosphere of the country. In this connection I ought to say 
that courts of law are in some measure bound by the law to pass sentences 
justified by the findings that they arrive at. Questions of expediency 
and of the interests of the country are not matters within their 
cognisance. But in the exercise of the powers vested in the head of 
the Government to show mercy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot say that. Are you referring to the 
Viceroy? 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I am not criticising the 
Viceroy but only referring to the powers vested in him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I had better warn you that you are treading 
op treacherous grounds and may at any moment be carried beyond 
proper limits. I have already requested the House to refrain fronOs 
making any reference about the Viceroy in the present discussion. 

Dv. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: To any one who has 

aludied the psychology of the people from one end of the country to 
another it was clear as day light that the whole country was on the 
tip toe of expectation to hear that the noble gesture of the Viceroy; 
embodied in the Oandhi-Irwin pact would be followed up by the( 
commutation of the death sentences on the accused in the Lahore 
eonspiratcy case. One who has studied the minds of the people would 
tevor have the dUgh^st misgiving about what the feelings ol tbo 
people would be if this hope was not fulfilled. Our worst fears on Hkm 
head threaten to be realised. It is quite true, as Mahatma Gandhi has 
biaiself pointed out, that the commutation of the death sentenoe on 
these men was no part of the bargain. No, it was not so stipulated in 
the bond. But it was the obvious consequence of an effort to fidfil tb# 
bargain according to the spirit and not according to the letter. Bui 
we are not eoncemed wiUi whether the Government of India were 
wiUiin their rights.^ not — we are more concerned with what effect the 
exeotttioB of Bhaget Singh and ethers has had upon this pvovinoe en^ 
Indin. The Qandhi-Irwin agreement gave us an etmo^here ol peace 
«ed goodwill. That has been undermined. The ohanoes of its Anal 
teai^ in Ipeting goodwill ere gteaily jeopevdiasd. Cbnld this sesnU 
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avoided^ For th« sake ol tho lastiag pmo% of Iko omili9P 
woqM have thought the course ol justice might proi^bly htiff 
been stopped by the gentle hand ol mercy and statesmanship. Not 
was it impossible to find ample excuse for the exercise of mercy in tha 
eircumstances of the case itself. The fact that the accused had nol 
the chance of defending their cases as they might have donoi that they 
haTe been found guilty by a somewhat summary procedure, and that 
alter all the motives of these young men were different from those of 
ordinary murderers— .^all these would have been excellent reasons fos 
withholding the extreme penalty of law from these men — a course that 
statesmanship clearly indicated. 

But it is done. Three men are dead — a great blow has been struck 
at the growing sense of faith and confidence. We must express our 
horror and sorrow at the needless cruelty of insisting on the death 
sentence being executed on these persons, specially at this juncture, at 
this psychological moment. We are full of the most uneasy fears 
about what all this is going to lead to. But let me hope that however 
chafed at heart, our countrymen will take to heart the words of Mahatma 
Gandhi in the opinion he expressed with regard to the future, and 
remember that after all the great interests of the country at large are 
greater than the lives of three men — lives which they themselves would 
have been glad to lay down, not once or twice but many limes over. 
And I hope and trust that my countrymen will not be led astray from 
their determination to do all that lies in their power to work out the 
freedom of their country by the paths of peace, to give the methods of 
peace every chance so that if these efforts fail the fault of it shall not 
be laid at our door. 

Babll dITENORALAL BANNERdEfi: Sir, there are varioue 

aspects from which this question might he discussed, and I shall touch 
very briefly upon them. It is know'n to every body that these thrs# 
unfortunate persons were tried in their absence and condemned literally 
unheard. It may be said that this was their own fault, and I shall not 
disagree. They caused disturbance, they went on hunger-strike, they 
refused to come in proper time, they created trouble in every poMihle 
way, necessitating the laying down of special procedure for their trial. 
I ^B*t deny. I shall not utter one word either in praise or m 
cemdemnaiion of these people. They are, unfortunately, beyond lh« 
reach of praise or blame. But the fact stands that they were tried 
under an exceptional procedure and therefore there was all the more 
justification for the commutation of their sentences. That is the ou^ 
point which*! shall make out of this. Again, there is a very widespreMl 
beltel, and it cannot be outside the knowledge of the Government e# 
that Bkagat Singh, at any rate, had nothing whetever to ^ 
uMi the murder of Saunders. Th«re is a widespread Impretsion in tim 
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^imtry that he was not even present at Lahore at the time, buion the 
other hand was present in Calcutta. If this is within the range of our 
Imowledge, it cannot be beyond the range of the knowledge of 
Oovemment. Well, if that be so, it strengthens all the more our case 
ioT the commutation of the death sentences. But I shall leave these 
oomparatively minor matters aside and go to the root of the matter* 
I shall ask a question which may seem shocking and astounding to 
-a certain section of the House. I shall ask, are Bhagat Singh and his 
oompanions to be treated as ordinary murderers P Well, it may be 
-•aid that a murder is a murder, a crime is a crime, and bloodshed is 
bloodshed; and how can I talk of ordinary murders and extraordinary 
murders? But I shall ask in reply, are not motive and intention to be 
iaken into account? Do they not play a great part in our assessment 

the novel value of crimes? Did Bhagat Singh commit the murder 
from any motive of personal gain or advantage? Was he actuated by 
Any feeling of personal animosity? Was he actuated by any personal 
j^dge? No, no, not even their bitterest enemies can possibly lay that 
io their charge. What they did, they did sincerely — may be they were 
■wrong, a thousand times wrong, but all the same they did it out of 
4d>ounding love for their Motherland. 

Sir, they wanted to serve the country in their own way. That way 
might have been the wrong way — to my mind it was a thousand, a million 
■iimes a wrong way — -but all the same it was the way in which they sought 
4o serve their country. 

Again, Sir, I ask how long is the old, bad rule — a limb for a limb, 
An eye for an eye, a life for a life — how long is that old, bad rule to 
guide the affairs of mankind? That was the old dispensation, so long as 
men were unregenerate and crime and bloodshed were the order of the 
•day. But we are assured that we are living under more merciful 
•dispensation now, and the evil principle must be abrogated, or we must 
Admit that two thousand years of Christianity and civilisation have been 
in vain. Lastly, Sir, I am tempted to ask : is there no force in public 
•opinion? Can it bt said that India to-day is the same as it was a week 
Ago? Seven days ago, there was a fair and smiling prospect before us. 
To-day India is seething with discontent from end to end. East to west 
•—north to south, there is a deep feeling — rightly or wrongly inspired I 
dio not know — ^but there is that deep feeling of bitter resen tment**Hi 
leeling of deep discontent, of deep distrust, of deep suspicion, and of 
dbep injury. And in the face of that feeling, what becomes of the 
43a]idhi-Irwin pact? Sir, we, in our humble way, bad pledged 
Aurselves to work fc^ the success of the peaceAgreement. But our 
Aie paralysed now. We feel crippled and shattered in the presence of 
Am great calamity^— a calami^ not so far as these young men are 
Aoaoemed— 4hey counted their coet and have paid the penalty— but a 
dbep and Imnmitable calamity for India and for Great Britain as- watt* 
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Let III only hope that the people of both countries will rise superior to 
this temporary tta^dy, that they will be able to preserve the balance 
and serenity of their minds, and aro on in the service of the country 
undeflected by sporadic acts of violence either on the part of the 
Government or on the part of sections of their own countrymen. 


Mr^ NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: My first duty in rising to 
support the motion is to commend the action of the European membere 
of the House. Instead of sitting here listening to the speeches they 
have taken the unusual course of walking out of the House even as the 
nationalist members of the Assembly did yesterday over this question. 
The European members wanted no doubt to show their sense of 
sympathy by walking out of the House and refusing to take part in the 
deliberation to-day. I think, Sir, that that ought to have been the 
feeling of other members of this House to-day and they should have with 
one accord ceased to take any part in the proceedings of the Council- 

If 1 were so minded I might have taken some delight in repeating to 
my friends that well-known phrase “I told you so** in this connection. 
In this House only a few days ago when we were discussing the 
resolution on the results of the Round Table Conference and when some 
of my friends were felicitating the Government and the people and the 
Council on the issues of that Conference, I felt compelled to say to them 
that notwithstanding what the Viceroy or the Secretary of State or any 
body else might do, the bureaucracy of India would see to it that those 
resolutions were not actually translated into action, but, as I have said, 
I will not repeat the words *'I told you so**. It will be seen that it is 
not the Viceroy really who is responsible for this. The law says that 
it is the Government of India which may suspend or remit or commute 
a sentence passed by the courts. It is not the act of the Viceroy— it is 
the Government of India, the Government of India which, as every body 
knows, had nothing to do with the Gandhi-Irwin agreement which was 
the personal act of the Viceroy. We all know that if the bureaucracy 
represented by the Government of India had their way, there would have 
been no agreement and the bureaucracy has now taken steps for 
nullifying the agreement. They knew that the Ghindhi-Irwin agreement 
had introduced another atmosphere into the country and that if it 
continued, the power of the bureaucracy would soon be at an end. They 
have now shown to the country that they are more powerful than the 
head of the Government. They have shown that if they could, they 
would nullify all the terms of the agreement. I know that the 
ooBunutation of sentences never formed part of the agreement, but by 
this act of theirs, the Government of India have cceated a situatioa 
by which peaceful result of any conversation between Um people end 
the Government has been very much jeopardised. I shaU not say 
an^hing about the legality of the procedure under which these mm 
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wm ln«<i for iheir iMid eonvicied. Tk^ pw^om spetker kii 
kioifod at some of them. But I will say this: that if the trial had beeA 
held ia Bengal even under those circumstances and under those speeiall 
laws, 1 think under the rules the Government of Bengal would have 
provided for the defence of those persons and that some one would have 
been provided by Government to defend them. These men were 
undefended, were absent from the court, and still the trial went on under 
a special ordinance promulgated solely for the purpose of that trial* 
That certainly would have given reasons for the Government of Indfo 
to pause and think what they were doing in connection with this ca#a* 
But, as I have said, it seems to me that what they have done, they hnvf 
done designedly in order to jeopardise the Gandhi-Irwin agreeipont and 
to make the country feel that the heel of the Civil Service is still upon 
its neck, but I say that whatever they may think or do now, what thay 
have perpetrated is worse than a crime, it is a blunder, and they wiB 
rue it sooner or later. 

Rai Bihmhir KAMiNI KUMAR DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
speak out my mind on this occasion; it may reasonably be asked why 
should I presume to say something on so important a subject which is 
taxing the brain of the most intelligent in the Empire. It is an admitted 
fact that in the glass before any one the face that is first seen is the 
most beautiful to him and similarly to many — himself is one of the most 
intelligent; I may not be an exception to the rule. I have the audacity 
to rise on this occasion and I hope I may be excused if I say that for 
a period of quarter of a century I have tried to think about my king 
and country and my habit has become a second nature; therefore it, 
pains roe much to see that some mistake has been committed and I find 
it is not because sages sometimes err and Government have also in this 
case erred accidentally, — it is not accidentally and by chance but 
deliberately and out of some deep-rooted motive. What that motive it 
we can only conjecture and no assertion can be made on this inference and 
conjecture. 

Our great countrymen are of opinion that it is an atitempt on the part 
of Government to draw them to give battle; on the other band 
Government (Imperial) assert that they have followed the direction of 
ike law more strictly, conscientiously and fairly and that for the beneftt 
el the Indians. The inference and assertion do not clash and there ii 
no barm if both be correct; our countrymen will take care and be en 
their guard— but what we are here for P Simply not only to offer prayer 
for the great soul that has just departed because this is not the proper 
place lor that — ^we cannot sit on judgment because that is useless and 
will never operate as re# ptdimUi, Government will act in their own 
way bn political grounds aooording to law administered by them and 
wffi surety play the same game again when necessity will arise. The 
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OoTernment are doing it. Previous Governments of the world 
did and future Gk)Temment8 will surely do the like. But we are 
h^e to express our opinion and Mr. President has been pleased to give 
ee this opportunity. 


I assert and I hope I am not alone in this House that the action of 
Government about the execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukdeb and Rajguru 
is not prudent — is not statesmanlike. I assert and I hope there may 
be some who think with me that the action of Bhagat Singh and his 
two comrades as found by the tribunal cannot he justified by law- 
abiding people. But if our Bhagat Singh, Sukdeh and Bajguru have 
done what they have been charged with and found guilty of, they have 
done with the best of motives but they have erred on the wrong side. 
I pray for peace of their souls, and that is the only thing that can be 
done. We feel that Governments concerned have done something 
which on the face of it appears to he uiistat-esmanlike, and they have 
lamentably shewn and betrayed their weakness which does not befit the 
first and most powerful power of the world. Mer(\v should have been 
tempered with justice. After all let us wait and see the result. God 
fulfils Himself in many ways. 


Mauivi TA Ml ZU ODIN KHAN: I would like to say a few words on 
the motion now under discussion in the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: May 1 remind you that only three minutes are 
Wt before We adjourn for prayer. 


Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: It is no doubt highly regrettable 
tlial these young men have beeh executed. In view of the situation 
that has been prevailing in the country for some time past perhaps it 
would have been advisable to have the sentence of death commuted. I 
think the view which Mahatma Gandhi took in this matter is the only 
correct view. Perhaps by a commutation of the sentences, the 
Government of India could have won over the terrorists as the Viceroy 
has been able to win over the non-co-operators by au agineeiueikt with 
Mr. Gandhi. But Wring admitted all this the queeiton is what 
would be served hf caityiug tfce present motion now Under ditcuasidti. 
No doubt the whole ladiaa atmosphere is now sufeWgad With deep 
feelings of grief and we should all he careful that these ^eeBuge do hot 
lead any sec’tkni ef the people to excesses. Sir, il we are mally wvdl* 
wishers of the Gandhi^li^ iMKt, if we are really aaxhiUI to m piUaoe 
and proeperiiy in thib oeuntryi we ^uld leave no stena least 
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that the Gandhi-Irwin pact still stands. Sir, in our grief over the 
execution, we should not allow ourselves to be carried away in such a 
manner as to jeopardise the Gandhi-Irwin pact. As the at nny 
disposal is very short, I would like to finish by again repeating in all 
earnestness that in the larger interests of the country as also for the 
sake of peace and calm atmosphere, no attempt should be made to carry 
the motion which is inopportune and as such does not deserve to be 
supported. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 6-30 
p.m.] 


The Hofl’IHe Mf« W« D« R« PRENTICE* I do not propose on behalf 
of Government to take any lengthy part in this discussion for, as I 
have already said, the event which has given rise to this motion is 
not within the ambit of the responsibilities of the Government of Bengal. 
I would only say that while we recognize, as Sir James Crerar has said, 
that there is a very deep public feeling in various directions, we sincerely 
hope that refiection will bring about a wide realisation of the transcendent 
necessity of working out the Irwin-Gandhi agreement and of bringing 
in a future which will be happier than the present. 

Wi Lt TRAVERS I I move that the question be now put. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I accept the closure motion and will put the 
question. 

The question that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was then put and 
a division taken with the following result ; — 


AYES. 


AH, Msaliri HatMa. 

■aMa, MaiKvl ixM MaiM. 

•mirli, Hr. r. 
a s misr is s, eaeii sitsiiirsiai. 
ian^ Mr. Nsrsndra UiHMr. 
eaaiietiiiH, asae Kitiisri Msiwii. 
eiwmn ify, Mseivi MeePl ASmt. 
easweAiinr, Matiivi AMm eawii. 
liMiifa Maalvi Nur RalmM EIhm. 
AMlellaai MaMvl Meliswuil 
Maulvi AMIS. 

* * ***^ * *** 


lal M aAtimm i, Ha|i.^ 

Mailt, Mr. R. 

Mavlitrlta Mr. tyaiimiiresai 
flal MalMMai, Maaiaera M. 

May, Mr. tAanti Hwauarnwar. 

Ray OAMMAury, Ma Satita ORaaera. 
nmtu Ma HMMii. 

Ray. Mm tatyvaafa ttata. 

Ray oaaaiRuri, Ma Hm emagra. 
•aaaaa, RaRa tatia KRiRarw 
Maai, Maaivi ARiai. 

•mi Rapia, Br. NaratR CRaaira. 

•Ra% M a aR rt ARM MaaM 
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Bit 


MMk, ttauiwi Ihaili Rakiai. 

Ml, tibv unit Kmmir. 

Ml, nr. tml OMnonu 
•lantfy, Mr. E. N. 

•mm, nr. N. H. 

•MwilNiri, KlMm ■aluMlur Mnulvi 
AlimmiMiaii. 

OMiiEMri, KMn ••iMiur naiiitl Hattttr 
Mliaiaii. 

•lark, nr. I. A. 
eniMi, nr. d. j. 

CnNiteMr, naJrr^tiMral W. V. 

• ••prr, nr. C. tt. 

Dain, nr. O. R. 

Data, nr. a. 4 
•■mn, nr. Q. A. 

Fartqui, tiM Han'btt Kban lahatfur 

K. 0 . n. 

FawMit, nr. L. R, 

FarrMttr, nr. 4 . Oampbrli. 
ttancali, Rai ■ahadur tuail Kumar. 

Matt, Rai Mhadur tatanlui Camar. 
Qhuifiavi, tba Han’blt Alhadj tir Abdal* 
fcartai. 

•ilaliritt, nr. R. N. 

Qumar, nr. C. W. 

Naatw, Kbaa Mbadur nauivi Ailiul. | 
NMi Kbaa tabib nauivi batlul. 

Hiaataia, nauivi Utafat. 


Nutabiagi, nr. R. H. 

Kaaaai, nauivi Abut. 

Kbaa, Kbaa tabib nauivi nuaiiaai AIL 
Kbaa, nauivi Tamixuddia. 

Kbaa, nr. Raiaur Rabaiaa. 

Luba, nr. N. R. 
naguira, nr. L T. 
narr, tba Haa>bla nr. A. 
nillar, nr. 6. g. 

nittar, tba Haa'bla Sir Fraaaab Obundar.. 
nuiiiaii, nr. nubuada Rabary. 

Hag, nr. K. C. 

Nag, Ravaraad R.A. 

Natimiiddia, tba NaaMa nr. Kbnaja. 
Nartan, nr. H. R. 

Oraiaad, nr. t. C. 

Fbilgat, nr. H. 0. V. 

Fraatiaa, tba Haa'bla Hr. W. 0. R. 
Rabaiaa, nr. A. F. 

Raid, nr. R. N. 

Ray, Mbu ditaadra Natb. 

Ray, tba Haa'bla nr. iijay Fraaad tiagb.. 

•arbar, tir daduaatb. 

tartar, Rai tabib Rabatl nabaa. 

ttaglataa, nr. N. 1. 

ttraaaab, nr. K. F. R. 

T b a mg aaa, nr. W. N. 

Travara, nr. W. L. 

Wafdiaaftb, Hr. W. t. 


The Ayes being 26 and the Noes 54 the motion was lost. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head ‘*26. — Police’* was then resumed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We now come back to motion of Babu Satitb^ 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury. 


DaSu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY i Now, Sir, I 
resume my speech. I will cite the case of my own district which being 
the biggest will serve as an example— the best example — ^both to test 
his assertions and the value of my challenge. Not very long ago— T 
mean about two decades ago— my district used to have one Superintend*' 
ent of Police at headquarters and an inspector of police in each of the' 
five subdivisions and latterly one Deputy Superintendent of Police for 
each subdivisicm. These inspectors were practically the final anthoritiMi* 
in dealing with crime, the Superintendent of Police only interreiiiiig icb 
aiqierrise' their in serious crimee like murders and dacoities.. 
The in^iectora than had raal initiathre wd' koiF tlMqf iUaid th e ir 
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opportunities are borne out by the !oW figures on the crimes register. 
The police had great prestige then and the criminals had a dread of 
them. What is the c>ase nowP For Mymensingh we have three 
Superintendents of Police now — the number is four with the Intelligence 
Branch Superintendent. Then for each subdivision except Sadar we 
have a Deputy Superintendent of Police-~one an Assistant Superintendent 
belonging to the Imperial Service, and the number of inspectors has 
been increased in the same Httes, three times, being 15. Whht is 
the effect of this increase in the superior staff? As compared with the 
hgures of 1912 serious crimes like dacoity have goOe up lout times a^ 
revealed in the Police Administration Report of 1929. 

What is the reason of this? To my mind the reason is that initiative 
bas been taken away from persons like the inspei^tors who have acquired 
vast experience by years of hard labour and by carrying on difficult 
investigations often at the risk of their lives, and raw young men have 
been pitchforked ovei^ their heads to control and guide them. The 
inspectors nowadays — I may assure you 1 have many friends among 
them — do not wear that impressive look — the look of a Jouvre of the 
French novel — which used to inspire at one time both awe and respect. 
They are now all gentlemen at)large quite amicable and courteous 
gentlemen of the dolce far nieute sort exi ept of course when they are 
handling political cases when their pristine vigour is brought into play. 
I questioned one gentleman in the service — I will not name him, as to 
why in the public eye th€\v have fallen so far in efficiency. He 
humorously replied by saying, “You, gentlemen in the rouncil, help 
to keep us in service #ithottt doing much in the way of real 
investigations; as our efficiency now is judged more by our ability to 
supply figures to silence your criticisms/’ There may he a good deal 
of truth in this. It is the gift of imagination which is now more in 
demand amongst our suh- inspectors and inspectors than the qualities of 
diligent application and laborious investigation. If you have a Deputy 
Superintendent of Police for each subdivision — grey-haired veterans in 
the service — why can’t you delegate more and more powers to them and 
do away with the necessity of having so many additional Superintendents 
of Police at the centres ? Political movements and political crimes have 
nOthtng to do with this increase, for to deal with those there is the 
Mly lAahlied and fully equipped District Intelligecrce Branch as an 
alKRtiaHiil bindea on ns. 

The ihorease el nuiliber of thanas and nunihm' of Sub^in^^ecloes is 
m less mmarkab^. Ih my district there hre three officers fsT each 
thaba wliereas lortteiiy thmre used to be only one officer per thaaa wlm 
WHS Hsmsied hy «h asaiiaaiit subrihi^mctor in some fdaees* I can qu&ta 
HffilfHoiata that the increase of thaoHs may have MSae jaetiicatioa to 
asllrti tWwdiHMHStratioa iHofe eioettha^ 
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But in coniiideniig the necessity of officers we have got to (insider 
this fact also that in most of the plat*es union boards and union courts 
have come into existence. They are doing very valuable work in the 
way of checking crimes. Speaking of the rural police, the Administra- 
tion Report for 1929 says: “The help and co-operation of these union 
boards have served a most useful purpose in the prevention and detection 
of crime.*’ Sir, what is the value of all our co-operation if the burden 
on the tax-payer goes on increasing and if the ever increasing demand 
for police make an ever increasing inroad on the slender resources 
available for the nation-building departments.^ 

Here I feel comjielled to challenge one statement in the 
Administration Report, 1929, namely, that the increase in (‘oguisable 
crimes in Mymensingh was due to failure of rice crop and in Bakargauj 
the increased figure is due to better reporting. Well, these two 
arguments alternatively applicnl will cover a multitude of failings on the 
part of the police. I would welcome any Mign of increasing (‘onfidence 
of the people in the police leading to better rejmrting. But our 
experience does not support .such a conclusion. The increase? in crimes, 
in my opinion, is due to increasing inefficiency of the police in the 
matter of detection. 

The reasons given by the lloirble Member for sucli a tremeiidous 
increase in the police staff — superior particularly — will hardly bear a 
moment’s si rutiny. There has been no increase of area in Mymensingh. 
The growth of population bears no proportion to the growth of the staff 
and expenditure. The difiiculty of cominunicution has diminished 
considerably everywdiere and in my district very much since the opening 
of Myiuensingh-Bliairab Bazar Railway in 191G. So on these reasons 
and on these reasons alone, u staff even smaller than the staff engaged 
two decailes ago sliould be considered as sufficient. 

1 hope the llon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department will 
admit that the growth in both staff and expenditure is not at all 
justifiable for the purpose of keeping order in the country which was 
kept equally well, if not better before. If I am right in my figures and 
in what 1 say, then 1 submit that here is the one direction in which the 
pruning knife might be applied with great advantage, and the Police 
Department cost may be cnit down considerably. It is difficult indeed 
for us always to point out the particular items which can be reduced. 
All that we can say is that the expenditure on the Police head is going 
up by leaps and bounds, and the increase has never been belpw Es. 10 to 
14 lakhs every year. Excuse or no excuse, civil disobedience or no civil 
disobedience, the increase is going up. There is still the danger of still 
further increase, because I find in the Administration Report of 1929 
that there have been many schemes which are very necessary oooordilif 

II 
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to the report and which are being kept in abeyance for want of funds. 
So we have not yet reached the end of our troubles — ^we have not yet 
reached the limit up to which the police expenditure is threatening to 
go up. We have got to be on the alert, and for these reasons I would ask 
the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department whether he 
thinks that certain schemes, as mentioned in the Administration Report, 
for the housing, etc., of the police officers are necessary and urgent. In 
that case also the best thing that we can do is to find out ways and means 
for bringing down the expenditure and try to meet the urgent needs from 
part of such savings. 

I hope the Ilon’ble Member will remember that he said that he spent 
one whole morning to find out what items of expenditure might be 
reduced. T take it that the Hon’ble Member was in earnest and therefore 
1 would ask liim to emulate the example of the ilon’ble Member in 
charge of Jails and notify to this House a sufficient reduction under 
Police, thus widening the scope of our co-operation and mutual 
understanding. 

With these words I commend the motion to tlie acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. IHANTI SHCKHAIIEIWAR RAY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,99,88,(K)0 under the head “2fi — Police” be reduced 
by Ks. 10,00,000. 

vSir, it is purely an economic cut. In response to the demand of the 
members of this House, the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter, as it was expected 
of him, has consented to reduce the demand of the Jails by Rs. 5 lakhs. 
I would ask the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department 
to rise to the occasion and follow the example of his colleague. Sir, when 
we move a cut motion as a censure on a particular i)olicy of the 
Government, the Treasury Henches invariably oppose. But, Sir, this 
is not a motion censuring the Government on a particular issue. It 
is purely a question of retrenchment. It is well known that the country 
is passing through a period of distress. An ordinary householder will 
try his best to rut down his expenses under present conditions. I ask, 
what is the Government doing in this respect in its most extravagant 
department — the Police Department? Is the Government content with 
cutting down expenses in the nation-building departments? Is it the 
height of statesmanship to deny the Calcutta University a few lakhs 
which the tTii^versity so urgently need? If the Government is 
consistent, if the Government really wants the i)eople to believe in its 
professions of love for the country, if the Government wants us to 
believe that we are in for a new condition of things, I think the least the 
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Ghltiirninent cm do is to cut down ite expenses iinder this head. Sir, 
1 4o not want to go into details about the different heads under whi0h 
reductions can be made, but I would make a general suggestion. For 
instance, Government may stop the increments that are due to the officers 
in various departments. Sir, most of the money, at least a considerable 
part of the money, under this head goes to the people coming from 
outside Bengal, bec ause, as we have already listened to the fact, most 
of the constables in the police force are not Bengalis. Sir, reduction in 
their salary will not in any way harm the jKK)r |)eople of this province, 
for whom, I am glad to see, great sympathy is professed by Government 
and the Euro|>ean benches. Sir, if this is not sufficient, Government 
may reduce the existing salaries of officers by a certain percentage. 
That may also help to reduce the expenditure. In any case I think there 
should be a serious attempt on the part of Government to nutke a 
reduction in the expenditure. 


Adjournnwiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 26th 
March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ProotMNfigi of ttio Boiigil Ughlativo Oouncif astombM umlir tbo 
provitkMit of the Covomment of India Ad. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houae, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 26th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manbatha Nath Eat 
Chauohuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 109 
nominated and elected members. 

Starrod Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Court of Wards estates in Rangpur. 

M61. Babu JITCNDRALAL BANNERJEE: M Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
each of the estates now under luanagement of the Court of Wards in 
the Rangpur district has records of rights prepared afti^r survey under 
section 101 and the following sections of Chapter X of the Bengal 
Tenancy Aoty 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon ’ble Mem- 
ber 1)0 pleased to state whether in the case of those estates now under 
Court's management and having no records of rights prepared as afore- 
said, the Collector applied immediately after assumption for the prepara- 
tion of records of rights under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
to enable him to have recourse to the summary’ procedure for the pur- 
pose of collection of rent? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the adirmative, will the Hon 'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the Collector's application 
and the Government's order thereon? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether Government are aware that even in such 
estates the coU^tiou of rent is being made by summary procedure 
under the provision of the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the officers 
oonoented pay sufficient attention to the direoiions and instructions 
laid dawn in rule 265 of the Bengal Wards Manual, that resort to 
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eximne measures by summaiy^ procedure must be postponed till it is 
poaeiWe for the tenantry to pay with the improvement of the situation P 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Member Im* pleased to state the criteria by 
which the estates having no records of rights prepared after survey 
under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act may be declared rij>e for 
the application of the certificate procedure? 

MEMBER in ofiargo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (iht HoiPbiO 
Sir ProvasI) Chumfor Mittar)s (n) and (b) ISo. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) and (c) Yes. 

(f) It is the function of the Cominissiwier of the Division to* decide 
whether the certificate procedure should l>e applied, and no criteria 
have been laid down. 

SiraJganJ-Charibori Feeder Senrioe and the sliallowmosa of tho 
rivor ilimina and its eliannoia. 

MEE. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUBUFiHs (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the plying 
of the ferry steamer l)etweeii Chamlxiri and Sirajganj has been stopped 
for the last two years during the dry season on account of tlie shallow- 
ness of the river Jumna and its channels? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Meml>er aware that as a result of the disoon- 
tinuance of the aforesaid ferry service the passengers have had no other 
alteniative left to them but to have recourse to the Up and the Down 
ateamers plying Wtween Sirnjgani and Porabnri? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the journey lietween Porabari 
and Tangail is most troublesome and tedious and causes a gmal deal of 
inconvenience to the passengers, both physic-ally and w^onomically? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleaswl to state what steps, if any, 
are being taken by tho Government in the matter? 

MEMBER in chargu of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tlii 
Hon’blo AlhadJ Sir Abdolkorim Chimuivi): (a) During the last two 
years it has been stopped from time to time but not throughout tho 
dry season. 

(h) and (c) Yes. 

(d) The Steamer Companies have been addressed on the subject, and 
on receipt of their reply it null be considered what steps should be takon. 

Msttlvi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it would not be possible to clear the p as s age 
with the aid of the dredgers? 
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TIm Hm'M* AHiatfJ Sir AIDfeLKERIM QHUZNAVI: I am afraid 

not. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: WiU the Hon’ble 
Hember be pleased to state when the reply referred to is expected ? 

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj tir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: In due 

course. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I)ue course of what, due 
course of Government or anythin^]: elneJ' 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: In the due 

oourse of things. 


Eitatee under the management of the Court of Wards in Rangpur. 

MSS. Babu NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in ciiarjre of Ttoveuue lleparlment be pleased to state — 

(t) the names of the estates that are at present under the manage* 

ment of the Court of Wards in the district of Rangpur; 

(u) whether each of these estates has records of rights prepared 

after survey under section 101 and the following sections 
of Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act; 

(in) the namee of the estates which have records of rights prepared 
as aforesaid and the time when such records of rights have 
been prepared; and 

(iv) whether in cases of those estates where records of rights have 
been prepared as aforesaid, the safeguards contained in the 
conditions for protecting the rights of the tenancy laid down 
in Government notification No. 4794, dated the 12th March, 
1929, published on page 511 of the Calcutta Gazette of 
March, 1929, hove been fulfilled, to enable the local 
Government to accord its sanction to the landlords to realise 
their rents by summary procedure P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that orders from the Hon’ble Board of Revenue have been 
issued recently for indiscriminate filing of certificates without payment 
of ad valorem fees and court*fees for the processes? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to. state that demand of such certificates if realised 
(tiV) whether the certificate debtor is also required to pay the requisite 
ed vaiarem fee and other costs not paid before by the estate for such 
certificates? 
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(rf) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleaeed to state whether, in. view 
of tike present disastrous economic distress in the Rangpur district, the 
Government are considering the desirability of stopping application 
of the Public Demands Recovery Act for collection of rent in such 
estate as per rule 7 of the Public Demands Recovery Act, until the 
preparation of records of rights? 

Ttii Hoffble $ir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: (a) (t) Kakina, 

Tushbaudar (senior and junior), Bamandanga, Sadya Puskarini, 
Panga, Bardhankuti, Asaanulla Trust, I. C. Roy's Trust. The Kasim- 
baser estate has also large areas in the district. 

(ti) No. 

(m) There is no record of rights except for diara areas surveyed 
and settled by the Mymensingh settlement. 

(ho The notification referred to does not apply to estates under 
the management of the Court of Wards. 

(fO The orders do not permit indiscriminate filing of certificates 
without paymt'nt of (u/ tuihtrvm fees and <*ourt-fet s fur processes. 

(c) Certificate debtors are required to pay (id valorem fees and costs, 
whether prepaid by the estate or not. 

(d) No. Government are satisfied that the Board of Revenue did 
take into consideration all tlie hx^al circumstances, including the 
condition of the tenants. 

Lagitlilive Counoil Department 

•164. Mr. 6. M. BOSE: («) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Iiegi.slative Department be pleased to state what progress has 
been made towards the establishment of a separate I«egislative Council 
Department.^ 

(h) What has been done in terms of tbe assurance given by the 
Hon'ble Member in reply to the token motion moved by Maulvi 
Shamsuddin Ahmed and Mr. 8. M. Bose on the 21st March, 1930? 

(c) Has the Hon'ble Member information in what other provinces 
in India a separate liegislative Council Department has already heen 
started? 

MEMBER in oharga of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tfio 
Hon’IHt fir Provisli Otmiitfer Mittor): (a) and (b) A Committee has 
been constituted to examine this question, and materials have been 
collected and prepared. The Committee sat on one occasion. Before 
my departure for England I raised the question of further progress 
in the examination of this question with some of the members of the 
Committee and the Hon’ble the President. They expressed the 
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opinion that aa I was dealing with the matter 1 might take it up 
after my return from England. 

(c) In January, 1930, there were separate Council Departments 
in the following provinces, viz , — 

(1) Madras, 

(2) United Provinces, and 

(3) Punjab. 

Since then it is believed steps have been taken to create a separate 
Council Department in Bihar and Orissa. 

Mft 8. M. B08E: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
when he expects this Committee to make the report? 

The Hoil’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have already 
issued a notice calling a meeting of this (Committee on the Ist April 
next. It is for the members to decide: that is the earliest date which 
I could fix. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: When was the (Vnnmitlec appointed? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I do not 

remember. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: When did the Committee hold its first meeting? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I believe in 
July or August of last year. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state whether this was discussed in the March 
session of the Caancil last year? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes 
Separate Counoll Department 

^188. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI; (a) With reference 
to the reply giveij to starrwl question No. 24 at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 12th August, 1930, will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the liegislatii^e Department be pleased to state whether the 
Committee has now finished its labours and has submitted any report? 
(ft) How many meetings were held by the Committee? 
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(«) If no meetings were Held* will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state the reasons therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of separating the existing 
staff as it now exists? 

(e) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether any meeting of the Committee is likely to 
be held during the present session? If not, why not? 


The Hon'Me Sir PR0VA8H GHUNDSR MITTER: (o), (d) and 
(e) The member is referred to the reply given to the question put by 
Mr. S, M. Bose on the same subject. 

(h) One. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Unttarred Quastiont 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 
Inoofivofiionoee of fower data passengers of inland steam*vessels. 

101. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHs (a) Will the IWble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to say whether 
any nile or iniles have been made to ensure — 

(/ ) supply of fresh drinking water to inland steamer pnssengi'rs in 
Bengal ; 

(li) sufficient lighting on steamers; 

(Hi) sufficient privy arrangement for drd and inter class passengers? 

(b) Is it a fact that the privy is set up for 3rd and inter class 
female possengers at such a distance that purdafuuhin {passengers 
cannot utilize them with convenience to themselves? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat the number of privies intended for 3rd class 

male passengers has increased of late on inland steamers of the India 
Genera] and Bivers Steam Navigation Company, but that the lighting 
arrangement in the privies is insufficient and the space therein 
inconveniently narrow ? . 

(d) Is it a fact that there is no raised platform or any other 
arrangement for keeping water pots, sucli as lota or badna? 

(e) Is it a fact that the room meant for inter and 3rd class mess 
is not allowed by tbe butlers to be used for the taking of food by 
passengers which is brought from home? 
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(/) lu it a fact that the butlers of I.G. Sl B.S.N. & Co/a steamers 
open the mess-room only when the food is supplied by them? 

iff) If the answer to (/) be in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of instructing the Steamer Companies to 
direct their butlers or Captains of the ships or the serangs to keep 
open the mess-room to passengers for taking food brought from home? 

(h) Is it a fact that no separate privy arrangement has been made 
by tin* J.G. & R.S.N. & Co. for inter class male and female 
passengers ? 

(i) Is there any rule requiring supervision of the quality and 
quantity of meals supplied by butlers to 3rd and inter class passengers 
in the inland steamers of Bengal? If not, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of pressing for such a mle to be made? 

(j) What action are Government taking for the formation of a 
steamer advisory committee to look after the convenience of the 
iwssengers under the Inland Steam Vessels (Amendment) Act of 1930? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
Mr. A Marr): ( a) (i), (w) and (tit) Yea. 

(b) No. The jxwition of privies on all vessels is fixed with due 
consideration us to convenience of apiwoach and the sanitation of the 
steamers. In vessels can-ying a large number of passengers on the 
upper deck a privy for the use of 3rd and inter class female jxissengers 
is arranged as near as pnwiicable to the accommodation allotted to 
them. 

(c) Yes; Govemment are informed that it is the custom of these 
Companies fo jn’ovide more privies than the rules require. The light- 
ing is by electricity, and the room is reported to lx* ample. 

(f/) Yes. 

(e) No 8i>ecial room is provided. 

(/) Yw. 

(s) No. 

(/») Ye». 

C) No. Govenmient are not considering the framing of a rule. 

(;) The question is under consideration. 

Polltloil pritonirs. 

102. Maulfi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
of the Political I>epartment be pleased to lay on the taUe a 
•tatement showing the total number of political inisonera convicted 
up to 28th February, 1931, in each district in Bengal? 





iii.f 

MEMBER in charfi of POLiTiOAL DEPARTMENT (tiw HMinNa 

Mr. W. 0. R. Prwitiot): Government ui'e not aware of the meaning 
wbieh the member putting thi« qiiet^tion attachea to the term 
^‘political prisoners.** On Oie assumption that the question refers to 
persons convicted of offences connected with the civil disobedi<!»nce 
movement a statement of such persons is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No, 102* 


Dwtnot. 


1. 

Burdwan 


2. 

Birbhum 


3. 

Bankura 


4. 

Midnapore 


5. 

Hooghly 


6. 

Howrah 


7. 

24>Parganas 


8. 

Nadia 


9. 

Murshidabad 


10. 

Jeesore 


11. 

Khulna 


12. 

Dacca 


13. 

Mymensingh 


14. 

Farid pur 


15. 

Bakarganj 


16. 

Chittagong 


17. 

Tippera 


18. 

Noakhali 


19. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

20. 

Kajshahi 

. « 

21. 

Dinajpur 


22. 

Jalpaiguri 


23. 

Rangpur 


24. 

Bogra 


26. 

Pabna 


26. 

Malda 


27. 

Darjeeling 


28. 

Calcutta 



Nutnbor of perBoni oonviot^ 
for offonccM coiineoted with 
the civil diebbedlatioe ihovit* 
ment between April ,lst« 
10^, and February tMi* 
19S1. 

538 

84 

635 

1,426 

300 

619 

532 

446 

88 

264 

417 

366 

1,412 

595 

557 

48 

208 

83 

Nil 

188 

329 

74 

416 

102 

209 

46 

5 

2,289 


mm 
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DIMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head “26.--;Police” was then resumed. 

Mr. 4 . N. GUPTA; Sir, not having been in touch with the current 
problems of this province for some time it was not my intention to 
take any active part in the debate during the present session. But 
the administration of the police is a subject with which I have been 
connected for so long and which is rightly exercising the minds of 
the people so greatly at the present time tfiai 1 should be failing in 
my duty as an elected member of this Council should I keep my lips 
sealed on the present occasion. Sir, at a time when terrorist crimes 
are so rampant in the province and the baneful spectre of communism 
is rearing its gory head over the frontier, I am fully aware of the 
grave responsibility which rests on all law-abiding citixens and 
members of this Council to help to maintain as far as possible the 
prestige and position of the police and the care which must be 
exercised in making any observations which may be reasonably 
construed into a disparagement of the force on w’hom falls the heavy 
and very often thankless task of maintaining law and order for the 
benefit of the entire comniunify. Nevertheless, Sir, if one feels as I 
do, that it is in the best interests of the police themselves and of the 
administration that we should recognise the admittedly universal 
unpopularity of the police in this country and try and diagnose the 
reasons in a calm and impartial spirit with a view' to removing as far 
as possible all prevent ible causes, it is clearly a duty which we cannot 
shirk. Sir, in Bengal at least I do not tliink it is difficult to put our 
finger on the main symptoms of the disease. Cne of the most obvious 
reasons is of course the rapid and heavy increase in the cost of the 
maintenance of both the city and imifassal police to the detriment 
and, one might almost say, the starvation of all the other nation- 
building departments of the administration. T am aware, Sir, that 
this is a w'ell-worn theme, but that does not help us to feel any the 
less keenly the grave danger to the very foundations of our national 
progress by the vicious circle w^hich this ever increasing expenditure 
on the police is inexorably w'eaving round the body politic. More and 
more expenditure on the police means less and less of the funds 
available for building up the nation resulting in economic stagnation, 
ruined and deteriorating health of the people and unemployment and 
political unrest and crime amongst the educated youths of the country. 
The last necessitates the adoption of wider and more intensive 
repressive measure? and increase in the cost of the police leaving still 
smaller margin fot the uplift of the people. Sir, once before on the 
floor of the House 1 hftfl occasion to appeal to the statesmanship and 
imiiigmation of the Government to take bold and comprehensive 
mensiires lor breaking through the meshes of this vicious oifde. 
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T6^y I once more repeat my exhortation. But my appeal ia no leea 
to Hie Congress and the other accredited leaders of public opinion for 
it is obvious that unless they co-operate whole-heartedly with 
Government in this matter it would lie impossible for the Government 
to find either the time or the means for taking up comprehensive and 
constructive measures for the uplift of the country. Sir, I might well 
be asked that having regard to the experience I have had in actual 
work of the administration if I have any useful suggestion for 
retrenching the cost of the administration of the police. I believe^ 
Sir, I have. It is true the Hon’ble Home Member has assured us that 
he has carefully scrutinised the police budget which he has presented 
and has failed to discover any scope for possible economy. I do not 
disbelieve the Hon’ble Home Member. If we allow the organisation 
of the district police to remain as it is it may not be possible to reduce 
the expenditure by lediu iug the pay of one or two officers, or cutting 
down one or two appointments here and there. But is it not possible 
to introduce any changes in the present scheme W'hich, while 
reducing the expenditure, will not impair the efliciency of the force. 
I have always thought that if the volunteer police forces which were 
so successfully tried in Hooghly and other districts were largely 
extended and placed on a statutory footing that will not only help to 
popularise the police and thus indirectly increase its efiicdenoy but 
also materially relieve the public* exebeejuer. Sir, I propose at an 
eaily and convenient date to introduce a private Hill on the subject. 
Turning to the cadre of the mufasMuI police, J feel that there is room 
for substantial retrenchmeut. There is no reason in my opinion why 
each division should have a Deputy Inspc'ctor-Goiieral of Police and 
why between the Sub-Inspector, Inspector and the Superintendemt of 
Police the Deputy Superintendent as wcdl as the Assistant 
Superintendent should be interposed. I think wo can well do away 
with the Deputy Superintendent altogether. I am aware that the 
transfer of most of the police powers of the District Magistrate to the 
Superintendent of Police and the Deputy Inspector-General and the 
excessive multiplication of the routine duties of the police have been 
partially responsible for these additions to the police cadre. But 
judged on the standard of the detection of crime and the conviction of 
criminals in Courts of Justice I do not think these substantial additions 
in the higher grades of the police have borne commensurate 
satisfactory results. Sir, in my humble judgment there is a good case 
for a searching scrutiny with a view to pruning down all non- 
Ipsential growths in the duties of the police and for the retrenchment 
of the staff of the mufassal police with which alone I have personal 
experience. 

I must now turn to what is probably the more potent and almost 
ike principal cause of the unpopularity of the police. Sir, I regret- 
fully refer to the tactless and unsympathetic conduct of the offloers of 



BSMAHPS lOB aSAHm L2eni 


ike Kigber police and the prevalence of dishonesty of the subordinate 
police. Sir, it is not with the object of playing to the gallery that I 
am constrained to raise this issue to>day. When the accredited head 
of t)ie police of a province, an Inspector-General publicly gives 
evidence before a Commission that in his experience the raising of the 
pay and the emoluments of the sub-inspector has had been no other 
effeirt than that of increasing the rate of the bribe which he now 
demands and that almost the entire force is corrupt and when such 
opinions find an echo in the experience of most other executive officers 
I think, Sir, there is a matter 


The Hon’bfe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I ask who made that 
statement? 


Mr. a. N. GUPTA: It was made by an Inspector-General of Police 
of Bihar and Orissa. If the Hon*ble Member wants I can give him 
the name. 

I think, Sir, there is a matter which must breed sorrowful 
contemplation in the minds of those who sincerely anxious to 
improve the prestige of the police in this country. Sir, it is no 
answer to say that dishonesty is not confined to the ranks of the police 
alone. Sir, the reason why the t'orruptiou prevailing amongst the 
police causes sucli universal dissatisfaction and makes the whole of 
the Government unpopular in the eyes of the vast body of the people, 
is because the subordinate police wield such unfettered powers and 
are the real arbiters of the fate of the defenceless people in the 
mufassal areas of the country. Sir, if we are really anxious to purge 
the rural police of corruption, the first necessity in my opinion is 
that we should take away all arbitrary and unfettered powers from 
their hands. I wiU make my meaning clear if I were to make a 
concrete suggestion. Anybody, who has any experience of the 
investigation of crime knows what enormous powers are given tu the 
charge offic<»r drawing up the document know'u as the First 

Information. The omission of a single name or an incident .in this 
document, the addition of a single name or incident might mean either 
a loophole for the escape of a criminal or the implit ation of an innocent 
man who has refused to pay a bribe. The whole position should be 
carefully examined and the legal and evidentiary value of a fixat 
information should be greatly restricted and this document should 
cmly be used for the purposes of the investigation. Similarly, Sir, Jf. 
am greatly in favou]: of the former powers of the District Magistrate 
in police matters heihg restored to him. The public* do not have much 
faith that they will have iedress if complaints against a sub^inspector 
ol police are to be decided by his own departmental superior officer 
and enoh a eentiment is only natural. Nor do I think it is ueoesn^ 
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practically two executive heads of the district, the District 
igistrate and the Superintendent of Police. The present system 
es not certainly aid eftieient administration, a view which I am sure 
U be endorsed by most Indian District Magistrates. I have not 
ich experience of the administration of the metropolitan police, but 
has always struck me why this city should he kept in the sole charge 
the Commissioner of Police when the Government removes to the 
Is and why the Commissioner of the Presidency Division who ia 
nerally a senior officer of the Indian Civil Service should not he left 
charge on these occasions. 

Sir, I admit I have only been able to make stray and disjointed 
fgestions. But I think at least th(» majority of the House will 
ree that there is a good case for the appointment of a strong 
nmittee for exploring all possible .avenues for retrenching the cost 
the administration of a department which now engrosses one-fifth 
the entire revenues of the province and for making suitable 
oramendations for expanding the popularity of the force. I am 
e the Hon’hle Home Member should not have mu(di hesitation in 
iepting this proposal, as whatever the recommendations of the 
nmittee might he, by the time they are translated into practice the 
ponsihility for the administration of the police would have probably 
m transferred to other shoulders than his. 

The following motion was i'alled hut not moved: — 

Rai Bahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERill: That the 
nand of Rs. 1,99,88,000 under the head *20. — Police’ he reduc^ed by 
, 9,88,000.” 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: 1 heg to move that the 
nand of Rs. 1,99,88,000 under the head — Police” he reduced by 

1,29,000. 

The reason why 1 have given notice of this is very simple. It in 
my purpose in this connection to discuss tlie general policy of the 
ice administration. On the other hand I want the Hon’hle Member- 
charge to act exactly in the same spirit in which his colleague 
n’bie Sir Provash Chunder Mitter had acted in connection with the 
nand for jails. If you will refer for a moment to the red book which 
been circulated to us you will find that a sum of Rs. 1,29,000 
resents the sums of money which have been provided in the coming 
Iget in order to tsope with the possibility of ifie continuance of the 
il disobedience movement. The other day Sir Provaah Chunder 
:ter, in moving his motion in connection with jails, specially pointed 
that the Government was prepared to take out Rs. 5,00,000 from 
budget estimate which was provided for meeting charges in 
neeikm with the civil disobedience movement. Sir, if the Hon’ble 
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Mr. Prentice would refer to page# 59 and 69 he will find that I am 
referring, in the first instance, to the provision of Bs. 27,000 for the 
additional executive and ministerial staff for the Special Branch of the 
Calcutta Police. The next item is the sum of Es. 30,000 (page 60) 
provided for the continuance of the extra temporary District Intelligence 
staff for a further period of six months on the expiry of the present 
term of sanction on the diet March, 1931. At the time the budget 
estimates were prepared Government thought that the civil disobedience 
movement might continue. The term of sanction expires on the Slat 
March; the civil disobedience movement has been discontinued and 
there is no reason why the Legislative Council should be asked to meet 
this extra provision even for a period of six months. The next item 
refers to a provision of Ks. 72,000 towards the end of the same page 
providing for the continuance of the extra temporary Central 
Intelligence Branch for six months of 1931-32 on the expiry of vhe 
current term of sanction on the Slst March, 1931. Exactly the same 
observations apply in this connection also. 

In fact I gave notice of this motion just in order to test the bona fide 
of Government. Let us see if the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice is prepared to 
accept this very modest amendment which is, in other words, 
consequential upon the policy initiated as a result of the Gandhi-Irwin 
agreement. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA$U: I shall be very brief. 1 support 
with ray whole heart the suggestion made by Mr. J. N. Gupta that n 
retrenchment committee should be formed for the Police Departineat , 
a matter that is extremely urgent. Sir, whenever we, non-ofiicial 
Indian members, make any remarks on the police grant, which is very 
very high, we are always told that no reduction is possible and that we 
are unmindful of the interests of law* and order. But I am glad to say 
that in the Simon Commission’s Beport, Sir John Simon has said that 
law and order is the first interest of every Indian citixen and that law 
and order, according to him, the same as it is to us, in fact is more 
important to us who have lived in the country from our birth than it is 
to those who come to sojourn amongst us for a short while. Sir, the 
population of Bengal, during the last 10 years, has increased from 
46,700,000 to just about 50 millions, this is an increase of 7*8 per cent, 
but the police budget for the same period has increased from 
Bs. 1,76,00,000 to just below Bs. 2 crores, an increase of over 14*3 per 
cent. I submit that it is not right for any one to say that aU this 
increase of Bs. 25 lakhs is due to the civil disobedience movement. 
Even if it were it is certainly time now that the Gandhi-Irwin 
compromise has come into force that we should have some reduction in 
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Tbe Hoa’ble Mr. Prentice in moTing tbti deatand iftid 
thal )i« bad epeat a good part of the morning to find out if he could 
mi^ any reduction in this budget. I submit, from his own statement, 
be admits that the demand of Rs. 2 crores under one particular head is 
very very high. My suggestion is that the Home Member who has 
got to deal with so many departments which demand so much of his 
time can only give one full morning in sacrifice of other work to 
consider in what way some reduction can be made. If he were to take 
non-official help (without any fee and without any allowances) I am 
fcwe it would be possible lor half a doseu heads to be brought together 
and consider the matter, and that would certainly be wiser than one 
small head. I think the suggestion of a retrenchment committee is a 
Tery good one. 

The Hoii*bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, a considerable number 
of subjects have been dealt with in the various speeches that have been 
made, and I shall only attempt in the time allotted to ii«5 to deal with 
some of. them. As regards the question raised by one of the last 
speakers that * because the dails Department has made a cut in 
consequence of the stoppage of the civil disobedience movement, it was 
felt that the same procedure should be adopted by the Police Depart- 
ment, this was one of the points which I dealt with in my opening 
remarks when introducing this demand. I pointed out in connection 
with jails that it was possible for Government to make such a cut 
because a large amount of the jails expenditure was on the upkeep of 
prisoners. If you are satisfied that you are likely to have 1,000 
prisoners fewer and they cost you 8 annas a day each, that comes to a 
saving of Rs. 500 a day, t.r., say Rs. 1,82,000 a year which you can 
cut from tbe budget, in additions to the charges for warders to guard 
them and jails to keep them in. This is not possible in connection 
with the Police Department. A definite suggestion for a cut has 
however been made by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. I will take up 
tbe three items to which he refers. You will find that none of them 
refers to the civil disobedience movement. They refer only to the 
Special Branch, and to the Intelligence Branch of the Criminal 
Investigation Department. None of them refers to the civil disobedience 
movement. This staff in the Special Btanch and Intelligence Branch 
is required to deal with the entirely different question of terrorism, and 
if you say that Rs. 1,29,000 should be cut off because the civil 
disobedience movement is off, 1 would say in reply that these items do 
not refer to the civil disobedience movement at all. If we oould say 
tiiat with civil disobedienoe terrorism had disappeared entirely, and 
there was, no further need for any special grant for the Intelligence 
Bepartnmnt, I would most i^adly consent to a reduction of this amount. 
But we aB know what is going on. I was talking this morning to the 
Btq^ty Inspeetor-Oeneral in charge of the Citelnal Inveatigatioa 

Si 



m BEMANBS FOB OEAHm [mrnMMm, 

2}^artin6Bt> Intelligence Branch, about the amount to bo reduced 
under theio items. He said be would be glad to reduce if be eouldt 
but with things as they were and new incidents continually occurring, 
e,g,f tbe three bombs thrown at Krishnagar the oth«r day, be could 
not at present make any reduction. 

3-30 p.m. 

Terrorism is entirely different from the civil disobedience movement, 
and I am not prepared to accept a reduction of those items which are 
concerned with terrorism and have nothing to do with the civil 
disobedience movement, and I think the Council will agree with me 
in this matter. 

Then Mr. J. N. Gupta made a speech in which he proposed an 
amendment of the Criminal Procedure Law of the country. No one ia 
better aware than Mr. Gupta that it is not in the power of the local 
Government to amend this law, and I hardly think that this is a 
question which can be discussed in connection with the police budget. 

As regards the strength of the police, he has told. us that he haa 
the intention of bringing forward a private Bill presumably to enable 
the village defence parties to take the place of the ordinary police. 
Well, I have not seen that Bill and I do not know what it is. If 
Mr. Gupta will find time to look into the Police Administration Report, 
he will find that the work done by these village defence parties haa 
already been recognised. In paragraph 20 (/*) of last year’s Police 
Administration Report he will find it stated that in the course of the 
year under report there were 2,256 village defence parties in existence 
as against 2,205 in 1928, and that the work performed by them was 
recognised in all cases by the grant of suitable rewards. I gather 
Mr. Gupta wants these village defence parties to be placed on a statutory 
footing — if I am not right in my recollection, he will correct me. I do 
not know what difference it will make. However, that question will be 
taken up when we see Mr. Gupta’s Bill. The point is that even 
supposing that statutory village defence parties will be an additional 
strength, I am v&ty doubtful whether they will enable us in any way 
to reduce the existing police staff. In any case that will not be a 
reason for reducing the staff until the Bill has been passed and is in 
force. 

As regards the strength of the force at present, 1 doubt myself 
whether any committee which might be appointed to examine it would 
advise that there is any room for retrenchment. As is known to those 
members of the Council who are already on the Police Standu^ 
Committee, all probosals included in the budget are placed before the 
Polioe Btanding OommIHee which oonsists of memhars of tibia Oonnoil 
aAd are examined by them. At any rate, the present budget has been 
eeia» examined •and approved by an existing committee of this Gouniai^ 
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mh tYAMAPRMAO MOOKtRJfti May I kaow how many 

meeirngB of tiie Standing Committee were held during the laat yearF 

flit Non^Mt Mr. W. D. II. PRINTICE: I cannot Bay offhand. But 

I may aay that Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee is a member of that 
committee and was the only member who was not present at the recent 
meeting which was held to consider the budget. Those who did attend 
mere given and made full use of the opportunity of examining and 
criticising the budget. 

However, as regards the strength of the force, during the last year 
we have had a rather serious situation in Bengal. Under the system 
in force in Bengal, following the recommendations of the Police 
Committee the reserves are spread over the whole province and are not 
concentrated in centres — I am not talking of the special police; 1 am 
talking of the ordinary police — and are included in the ordinary district 
staff. In the past on any occasion of emergency in one or two district# 
the reserves were immediately concentrated by calling on the other 
districts to give up their emergency forces and placing them at the 
disposal of the district requiring them. But last year when trouble 
arose in practically every district we had the greatest amount of 
difficulty in inducing the local officers of some districts to agree to 
reduce the strength in their districts. To my mind it is certain that 
the police forces in the province are insufficient for modern needs if 
trouble is general and not localised, and 1 am very doubtful myself, as 
1 said when I introduced this demand, whether an examination of the 
conditions in Bengal by a committee of non-officials would not lead to 
an increase rather than a reiluction. My own feeling is that they 
would be compelled to recognise the inadequacy of the existing staff 
and recommend an increase. I, therefore, cannot on behalf of Govern- 
ment accept this proposal. The proposal that has been made for a 
special committee will be examined, but 1 am stating my own view 
that when there is a Police Standing Committee already which include# 
elected members of this Council no other committee is required. 

Mr. Gupta made some remarics about dishonesty and corruption 
in the police. I am more than sorry that he should have brought up 
this subject, because certainly one of the impressions left in my mind 
during my 30 years’ service in Bengal is the enormous improvement 
that ^ere has been in the police generally, and the annual reports and 
resolutions of Government on them show that this is so. With a 
force of 30,000 {here must be some individual blacksheep, especially 
when temptations are continually being placed before them in some 
form or other. But leaving all that aside my own view is, and that 
i# the impreesion of a very large section of the country, that there has 
been an enormous improvement in the force, and I am sorry that 
Gupta should have made such an allegation without recognising 
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thfit there has been such an irapravement. I am only my own 

view but I think other members of the Council will support me. 

Hr. Gupta has also referred to the changes which’ he pii^mses 
should be introduced in the procedure whereby more and more 
etxecutive work connected with the administration of the police force 
would be restored to the District Magistrate. All I can say myself 
is that 1 have been in charge of one or two districts, and I know the 
District Magistrate has already an excessive amount of work to do. 
1 hope Mr. Gupta has not forgotten that as regards serious matters, 
the proceedings come to the Magistrate and in certain cases the 
consent and approval of the Magistrate must be taken on the orders 
which are to be passed. It is impossible for him to go into all the 
details of police work, and I hope the Council will be constrained to 
recognise that most of the details of the work of the police must be 
left in the hands of the administrative officers. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury pressed for retrenchment in 
the number of officers in the Mymensingh district on the ground that 
there has been an unusual increase in police staff during recent years. 
This morning I went through the reports of Mymensingh for the 
years 1899, 1909, 1919 and 1929. Fndoubtedly there has been a 
considerable increase in the strength of the force. Up to 1909 there 
were three gazetted officers, and for the remainder I will give you the 
figures of 1899. In 1899, there were 6 Inspectors, 69 sub-inspectors, 
37 head constables, and 580 constables. The total i>olice force for a 
district of 6,332 square miles was 695. In 1909 it was 911. In both 
these years there were only 19 thanas in the district. Is it surprising 
that in view of the account of the district as given by the District 
Administration Committee of 1913-14 and in view of the conditions in 
Eastern Bengal in the first decade of this century that Government 
ahonld have tried to steadily increase the strength of the force in 
that area? I admit that the strength has now risen to 1,564 with 
the number of thanas increased to 51. But even now there is only 
one policeman fdr every 4 square miles of area and every 3,093 of 
population. 1 do not think myself that that can be said to be an 
excessive force for a district like Mymensingh. 

345 p.m. 

For though the area remains much the same the population liae 
etaadily increased., I do not know what the figures were at Die recent 
Census, but between the 1881 and the 1921 Census tkere was na 
increase of between 40 And 45 per cent, in the population. As the 
population increases you must have some increase in Die police force. 
The District AdministraDon Committee pointed out years ago Dial 




SBMANDS FOB «EAJri^ 


m 


the 1 folice l<Hice wa» inefficient for the large area covered by the 
distHet of Hymensingh, and yet in spite of an increase in th# 
popalation Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury now complains of 
the increase in the police force in Mymensin^h ! I am not eertaiii 
that when the Kishoreganj riot occurred that Babu Satish Chandra 
Ray Chowdhury thought then that the police force was too large in 
Mymensingh. If my recollection is correct, Babu Satish Chandra 
Ray Chowdhury asked me for an extra police force to be sent to 
Mymensingh (Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury: That w^ae for 
a special occasion), yes, but after all a tremendous lot depends upon 
the police force which you have got permanently in the district. Only 
to-day I met an officer who spent some time in Mymensingh and J 
asked him whether the police force to which the bon*ble mover haa 
referred was more than sufficient for that district. He said that as 
a matter of fact each of the Superintendents is in charge of an area 
larger than an average district and that most of them are overworkedi 
and that for troublous times the number of superior officers is not at 
all sufficient. Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury also referred to 
the Inspec'tors and suggested that their |;esponsibilities were being 
reduced. I am very glad to say that Inspectors are a most valuable 
part of the machinery on which more and more reliance is being 
placed. I was talking to the Inspector-General of Police to-day who 
was Deputy Inspector-General of the Dacca Range for some years and 
he told me that all the Inspectors at the Mymensingh Range are 
overworked and instead of the number being reduced, it should be 
increased. 


One speaker— I believe it was Mr. Gupta — proposed an abolition 
of the post of the Deputy Superintendent. I confess I am surprised 
to find that proposal coining from an Indian member of the Council^ 
because Mr. Gupta must know* that one of the objects of establishing 
the Provincial Police Service was to give Indians an increased 
opportunity of serving in the higher ranks of the jwlice, as in thw 
Bengal Civil Service (Executive). Mr. Gupta must know that there 
are listed posts in the police and unless you have a Provincial Service, 
how are you going to recruit your men for the listed posts in th# 
Imperial Service? Mr. Gupta seems to think that he will he serving 
his country’s interest by abolishing the Provincial Police Service, 
If that is BO, then he is entitled to his ow*n opinion. I for myself do 
not think that that is possible. Nor wdl! it be an economy. For 
there are a certain number of inferior charges in Bengal which have 
to be filled by gaeetted officers. They are either to be filled by 
Assistant Superintendents of Police — young recruits to the Imperial 
Pdice—ot V men^bers of the Provincial Police Service. If you 
abolish the Provincial Service it would mean that those pmU will have 
la be filled by members of the Indian Police and that would he more 
iX)ieiieive. 
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Sir, X am 8ony I caimot accede to the request to reduce the amoimt 
of this demand. I hare pointed out that the pit^osai of 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee is unacceptable, being based on wrong 
hypothesis. As regards the other proposals any one who examines the 
budget closely will find it quite impossible at the present moment to 
agree to any of the cuts proposed. As I said, however, when 
introducing the Police budget, as soon as we were assured that it is 
possible to reduce the staff, we shall .unhesitatingly do so. We all 
recognise that the amount of the demand is large but considering the 
present state of affairs, it contains nothing that is not necessary. 

The following motion of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury .was 
then put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,29,21,600 under the head ‘26C. — 
District Executive Force’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the growth 
of expenditure under this head and the inefficiency of the force in 
dealing with ordinary crimes).” 

The following motion of Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray was then, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,99,88,000 under the head ‘26 — Police* 
be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000.” 

The following motion of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn; — 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,99,88,000 under the head *26. — Police* 
be reduced by Rs. 1,29,000.” 

The following motion was called but not moved ; — 

Mr. NARiNORA KUMAR BASU; *^That the demand of 
Rs. 1,77,600 under the head ‘26C. — District Executive Force — Pay of 
Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 17,760.” 

Mr. NAMilllflA KUMAR BASU: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,77,600 under the head **26C. — District ExecuUve 
Force — Pay of Officers” be reduced by Re. 1 (misguided activities of 
the Jessore district police during June to October, 1930). 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is as stated to draw attention 
to the misguided activities of the Jessore district police during June 
to October, 1930. I shall, however, be very brief as the time at our 
disposal is short. I shall not go into the facts at length. I sh a ll 
only lay before jSm some heads of facts showing to the Oounoil how 
the district police les^re behaved during a certain period iail 
year. The first event to which | shall draw your attention is an 
efvmst whkjh oocumd on the 10th of June, 1930. There is a gantienan 
in Jessore named Babu Ambika Charan Boee who was one of the 
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klAii of ilM JeMon Bar in his time, but bas now retired. He haO 
get eoveral ioiu, one of whom is a doctor, another is a pleader and 
ihe idee-cbairman of the district board and of the local municipality. 
The fault of this old gentleman was that be was the owner of a bouse 
which was in the occupation of one Emad Hossain of the District 
Intelligence Office and another fault was that he was one of the 
directors of a bank in Jeseore which had occasioned to sue Mr. EsuH, 
the Deputy Superintendent of Police. What happened on the 10th 
of June is this: At 11 o'clock at night this man Esui! went into 
Ambika Babu's house who was then asleep and flashed an electric 
torch-light into his eyes. Ambika Babu woke up and was naturally 
Teiy much surprised to see this man get into his room and that with 
a revolver in his hand. They began to search his house in order to 
And out some people who, they alleged, had created disturbances near 
the thana that afternoon. What they did was to get into the inner 
apartments where the ladies were on the plea of search. As a matter 
of fact the outer apartments were never searched nor the outhousee, 
nor the garage, etc. One of Ambika Balm's sons, named Bijay, who 
was vice-chairman of the district board and of the municipality, 
brought this to the notice of the District Magistrate the next morning. 
The District Magistrate sent for Esuff to come and see Mr. Bose at 
his (Magistrate's) house, and after a conversation had taken place the 
Magistrate asked Esuf to express his regret for his unwarrantable 
conduct. Would it be believed that Esuff flatly refused to do it, and 
he never did it. The next day Ambika Babu and his son gave notice 
to Esuff that after the expiry of the statutory period they would bring 
a civil suit for damages against him. Thereafter what happened was 
this: One of the sons of Ambika Babu, Profullya by name, a muktear, 
had to go to the thana on business when be was promptly arrested 
and kept in the lock-up. He was released after sometime, but on the 
2l8t of August he was again arrested, supposed to be in connectiom 
with a bomb case which was started in Jessore. He was kept in hajat 
for a day and then he was let off. After sometime Profullya wae 
again arrested in connection with some other alleged bomb case. In 
that connection he was kept in hajat for a whole week. So far a« 
these bomb cases were concerned, I might tell the House that in the 
first case there were 21 persons arrested by the police. The police 
took remand after remand and after a consideridile time sent up only 
three men themselves discharging the rest. All these three men were 
diacharged by the District Magistrate, presumably there being no caoe 
figninst them. In the second case 20 penons were arrested and not one 
of them was sent up for months. After the police had sent up a final 
report all these men were discharged. Kext, I shall bring two instanoeo 
to the notice of the Government and I am sure that no responsible 
aSeor ol Goveminmii would have att5rtbing but strong oondemnation 
flir Iheee two incidenti. 
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I am quite sure that no responsible officer of GoTemment in any 
pdsition would have or possibly could have a word to say in defence of 
these two items. On the 5th September last the District Superintendent 
of Police, a man named Ellison, went to a place near Narail, a small 
Tillage called AuriSi and went to the house of an old gentleman^ 
Professor Amrita Lai Roy, ej?-Profes8or of Narail Victoria College, 
aged 75 years, a venerable man with a long flowing beard. This man 
Ellison goes up to Amrita Babu and asks where was the young man who 
was supposed to have been living with him. He said he did not know 
where the young man was or that he had not yet come back from 
college, or something of that kind. This miin is a strapping young 
man in the junior rank of the Imperial Police Service. You will not 
perhaps believe me when I say that this man went up to the Professor, 
caught him by the beard and slapped him. That was on the 5th 
September. On the same day, either when he was going to Amrita 
Babuls place or coming back he was accompanied by one of his 
subordinates, named Puma Chandra Ghose, assistant sub*inspector of 
police. They reached a village called Singe Sulpur and brought out a 
gentleman called Ganendra Nath Mi tier. He did not know what was 
the charge against him ; but this man Puma covered his whole body 
with gur and cotton and paraded him throughout the village. On the 
same day at Lohagara, Ellison and Puma went to the house of a 
gentleman called Nalini Kanta Sen, aged 60, and practising as a 
kaviraj. Here again Nalini Babu was covered with oil and coal dust. 
I am sure that members of this House will agree with me that the 
gravity of the thing is tremendous. 

TIm Hon^bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I ask if these 
occurrences were brought to the notice of the District Magistrate or any 
superior officer? 

Mr. NAIIillIRA KUMAR EASU: 1 do not know. Then on the 
19th September tliel% was a third incident, in the house of one Nilmoni 
Poddar, where, under the personal supervision of Ellison, a number of 
pieces of furniture were destroyed. This matter was, I know, brought 
to the notice of the superior authorities but no action was taken. On 
the 4th September, 1936-^1 ought to have mentioned this earlier — the 
house of one Ganesh Chandra Ghose was searched and the assistant 
sub-inspector, the same Puma, took away a gold chain belonging to a. 
lady, the wife of ^hs brother o^ Ganesh. This matter was reported tn 
the District Magistrate but the gold chain has not been returned. 

1 will now deal very shortly with the facts of another story. In 
Jnly one Bireswar Ray Ghaudhuri instituted a civil suit against Puma^ 
Me was called to the thana and threatened. Chi the 6ih Septenhitr 
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Stair l^bu, a pleader and a brother of Bireswar^ waa arfoated in tiia 
Bar Hbrery. His pugree was tied round his waist; he was detained iia 
the and was only released when Ellison and Puma were informed 
that the civil suit against Puma had been withdrawn. Then the 
climax of the thing is that on the 22nd August last one Babu Chandns 
Kumar Banerji, one of the seniormost pleaders of the districti a man 
widely respected by all, went before the District Magistrate to argue a 
case. And while he was coming out of the Collector’s room he waa 
arrested; a rope was tied round his waist and he was paraded in front 
of the civil court and then taken home and again brought back to tlin 
thana and was released after a considerable time on personal 
recognisance, and he was so paraded and marched for a distance of over 
two miles; and you will be surprised to hear that no cnse has as yet 
been instituted against him. T submit all these facts, if I may say 
so, are wicked enough to draw the attention even of the Ron’b^ 
Mr. Prentice. 

Tho Hofi’ble Mr. W. 0, R. PRENTICE: May 1 ask if he has any 

knowledge that these matters save one were brought to the notice of 
any superior authority? , 

Mr. N ARE NORA KUMAR BASU: I do not know personally, if 
this was done, but so far as Chandra Babu’s case is concerned, I may 
say that it was brought to the notice of the District Magistrate. It 
was reported in almost all the newspapers in Calcutta ; it was criticised 
and remarked upon by all the newspapers — not in the ^tatetman^ 
Even if the District Magistrate’s attention was not drawn to it 
officially, I say he ought to have known it. 

Mr. R. MAITI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 87,01^600 under the head **26C. — District Executive force—* 
Police force” be reduced by Rs, 1,000 (to raise a discussion on the 
excesses committed by the police in the district of Midnapore). 

8ir, the main object which had led me to propose and move thia 
cut is to place before this House a series of instances showing how the 
executive police force in Midnapore acted in a most high-handed 
maikiier during the last ten months by committing excesses on people 
unto a false plea of preserving law and order in connection with the 
civil disobedience movement. 

Sir, I do not stand here to discuss the merits or demerits of the eivil 
dkobedien^ inovement, but I will merely refer to the methods adopted 
by the police in suppressing this movement. 

Sir, I hail from a district where the p<dice gooUm had gone to such 
fieasses that its parallel could not be found in any other parts of 
Bengal, nay in India. Many men of our district have, fallen victiiiii 
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to the police atrocitiee and it will take dayi and days togeiW to 
narrate those unfortunate incidents with all their minnteet detaib. 
Bnt as I hare a limited time at my disposal, I will just content myself 
by placing only a few cases which will show how these pet children 
of the Government behaved with people who were all pledged to the 
creed of perfect non-violence. 

Sir, in my subdivision of Contai the salt campaign was started on 
the 6th of April, 1930, and various centres were opened at Pichaboni, 
Subamadighi, Kholakhali and at different other places. At 
Pichaboni some volunteers erected a small shed, dug pits and started 
preparing salt. People from neighbouring villages including a 
number of women assembled in hundreds and joined the salt campaign. 
As a matter of fact, they were bent upon breaking the salt law after 
due notice to the proper authorities. In order to disperse them the 
police began to charge the law-breakers with lathies, canes and fists 
resulting in many cases in fracture of bones and bleeding injuries, 
though they were all unarmed and remained non-violent all throughout. 
Sir, this is not all. Police pulled down their shed, broke the salt- 
preparing utensils, destroyed the meals of the satyagrahis .by treading 
upon them with booted legs, chased them with lathiet and gave no 
shelter to those who were injured, nor spared those who came to render 
first-aid to the injured. 

One Jhareswar Manjhi, a pandit of a primary school, who is 
alleged to have helped the satyagrahis with food and shelter, had the 
misfortune of his house being looted by the police and his granary 
containing about 150 maunds of paddy being set on fire. Subsequently 
the grant to his school was stopped by the appointed official chairman. 
Atrocities committed there by the police can better be imagined than 
described. All motor services on the road were stopped; people were 
not allowed to pass that way on the public road; even innocent persons 
were indiscriminately assaulted. Sir, the whole place looked, as it 
were^ a military camp in a great battle with Maulvi Abdul Gauffar, 
Subdivisional Officer of Contai, and Mr. Shamsodoha, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Contai, at the head of the police force. 

Sir, unfortunately cholera broke out in that locality. A doctor 
was immediately deputed to the spot with a box of necessary drugs by 
the non-official elected chairman of the district board to prevent the 
spread of the epidemic. But the doctor met with an unfortunate 
incident on his arrival there. He was assaulted by the police, his 
medieine box was broken to pieces and he was not allowed to stop there 
for a moment And had to be driven away ultimately from the place. 
1 do not know, Sir, whether sending a doctor for humanitarian woth 
hy the non-official elected chairman was one of the facton in saper^ 
eeding the district board of Midnapore and appointing the BMdel 
Ifagiitrate, Mr. Peddie, as its chairman. ' 
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8^1 I BOW oomo to the Bot^faffrahi camp at Kfaolakhali. Here the 
rntp^igrahit were aleo charged with Uuhtei by the police. On the 7th 
of lley> ld30, a batch of about 100 womeu hoisted a tri-coloured 
natieiiel flag. The police attacked them aod many were wounded by 
the police lathiet and five of them were so severely beaten that they 
had to be removed to the hospital for treatment. One Padma Dasi lay 
on the spot senseless for some time. 

Sir, on the 24th of May last the police raided the village of 
Subamadighi and looted the houses of the villagers. A young woman 
named Ambu Dasi, about 18 years old, who was then in an advanced 
stage of pregnancy, was belaboured with lathies when there was no 
male member in her house and she fell senseless. My hon’ble friend 
Mr, J. N. Basu, who went to this locality and other places along with 
some other gentlemen for purposes of holding inquiries into the police 
excesses, had the opportunity of personally hearing from Ambu Dasi 
her complaints. What she stated before them was simply staggering. 
She complained of her breasts being twisted and of her being kicked 
on her hips. 

Sir, here I will submit how the members of this inquiry committee 
were treated by the Subdivisional Officer. Mr, J. N. Basu, the 
recognised leader of the liberal party, member of the Round Table 
Conference and a sworn co-operator throughout his life, was the 
president of this committee. Memliers of this House will l)e surprised 
to hear that the Subdivisional Officer went so far as to say that Mr. J. 
N. Basu and his friends were inciting the people and that he put 
the members under arrest though Mr. J. N. Basu and his party 
protested saying repeatedly that the members had come there to 
perform the function of an independent inquiry committee only and 
nothing else. However, they were released some time after. After all 
these inquiries they submitted their reports to the Government as well. 
As these reports cited specific cases of police vandalism, they were not 
allowed by the Government to see the light of the world. They were 
at once proscribed. No newspaper dared to publish it for fear of 
prosecution and no press dared to print it for fear of confiscation, 
though they were ultimately printed in the form of a booklet called 
the *^Law and order in Midnapore, 1980.’' But how long they 
continued its existence before the public? It was but for a short time. 
Their sale was at once stopped by the Government notification in the 
CuUmtta Gazette, This showed a reign of terror where people and 
papers w«re not allowed to give free expression to their feeling againsi 
the misdeeds of the authorities. Such an intolerable situation was 
created solely by the police rule which may be styled as gwmda rule. 
Mommr, this report was extensively read out in the Legislative 
Assembly by Mr. K. 0. Neogi, an hoii%le member of Hiat body wbo 
lias nlio a member of this inquiry committee. There he challenged 
4ke Ckvemment for proeecuting him if the alligationi were fals»« 



DEMANDS FOE OBJCITTS. [Wm MOxm" 

Did the Government take up the challeniT® or did the Oover&iftent 
order any inquiry to be made into these allegations by independent 
persons P No, Sir, nothing of the kind was done. They simply denied 
the charges probably on the authority of a report submitted by the very 
officers who were accused of those very charges. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that Mr. Neogi had to declare in the Legislative Assembly 
that such Government reports are manufactured in the factory of lies. 

Sir, it is no use multiplying instances after instances as there are 
too many throughout the whole district of Midnapore. Suffice to say 
that many villages were looted by the police and many valuable 
articles, viz., cash, gold and silver ornaments, etc., were removed. In 
many cases properties were destroyed and the inmates of the house were 
mercilessly beaten. Hindu idols were desecrated and destroyed. 
Indiscriminate assault, loot and arson were the order of the day. 
Villagers had to desert their respective houses in a state of panic with 
females and children. Then came the unprovoked police firing on the 
unarmed villagers at Pratapdighi, Balishahi, Khirai and at other 
places, resulting in loss of many lives. In all these cases the people 
carried no arms, no luihiet^ not even a stick ; on the other hand, they 
were perfectly non-violent. But the officials concerned take shelter 
under the convenient story of the police being attacked by the crowd 
with brick-bats. This theory of brick-bats is always ready at hand 
in all such cases. But the authorities do usually forget the fact that 
in a remoie interior brick-bats are a rare commodity. Existence of the 
brick-bats in the interior of a village may be in the imagination of the 
officials concerned but we who have personal knowledge of the village® 
in the interior far remote from the subdivisional headquarters, find 
it too big a pill to swallow. Had such things happened in a free 
country, the officers concerned would at once have been hauled up and 
indicted for such indiscriminate firing on unarmed people without any 
warning. But such things are possible in this country where the 
executive heads of the Government are not at all responsible to the 
peofde. Thus we have no cuuse to grieve if the head of my distriet 
is dubbed by th# Government with the title of C.I.E. in recognition of 
his so-called good services for trying to suppress the civil disobedience 
movement by measures of such repressive policy as is calculated to 
arouse tremendous feeling among people in any civilised country and 
there is also nothing to be wondered at if the police who did such thii^ 
at the connivance of the authorities are extolled to the seventh heav4Hi 
as we say in Bengali I 

Sir, it is sickening to relate the stories of the police atrocities in ^ 
district. People who wore khaddar and Gandhi cap were heataa 
without rhyme or reison and were subjected to Tarious kinds of 
treatment at the hands of the authorities. None was sale whiln 
traireUing on the road for private business purposes. Whatevm^ 
wmwy or valuables they us^ to carry with them were at mm sna tch e d 
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**“**“■ .®*. *’*“’*'* ^ •”“ **‘® 
tftill^p^r traces of marks of injuries appearing on their persons. 

[Here the time-limit under the liead “26.— Police” havinir been 
reached the member resumed his seat.] 


4-15 p.m. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Baeu was then put and a 
dirision taken with the following result; 


AYES. 


AH, Ma«»«i Haataii. 
taliaa, Mauivi SyM Maiitf. 

■aiiarji, Mr. F. 

HaiHiariat, Babu SitanSralal. 

Baaii, Babu JatinSra Natb. 

Bata, Mr. Nartadra Kumar. 

Bait, Mr. a. M. 

Cbaudburf, Baba Kithari Mahan. 
Bbaadhari, Or. daotiiara Cbantfra. 
Cbaadbury, Maafvt Naral Abtar. 
Cbaiaaiiary, Mauivl Abdul Qhanl. 
Dull, Mai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 
Baba, Babu Frofulla Kumar. 
Qaata, Mr. d. M. 

Naaat, Kaii Emdadul. 

Hattaifi, Maulvr Muhammad, 
teal Muhammtd, Maji. 

Malti, Mr. B. 

Hittra, Babu Sarat Ghatidra. 


Maaktrjtt, Mr. Syamaaratad. 
Mukhapadhaya. iiai Sahib tarat Ohaadra, 
Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Ftddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Ral Mahatan Munindra Otb. 

Bay, Babu Khttltr Mahan. 

Bay* Babu Naitndfm Narayan; 

Bay. Maharaja dagadith Nath, #f OlnaJ- 
pur. 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shtkharttwar. 

Bay Ohawdhury, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Baut, Babu Hattni. 

Bay, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Bay, Mr. Urat Kumat. 

Bay Ohaudhuri, Babu Nam Chandra. 
Sahana, Babu Satya KInkar. 

Samad, Mautvi Abdut. 

Singh, iriiut Taj Bahadur. 


Bakth, Mauivi Shalk Bahim. 

Bal, Babu Laiit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Carat Chandra. 

Barma, Bai Sahib Panthanan. 

Batir Uddin, Mauivi MahammSd. 
Otandy, Mr. E. N. 

Bum, Mr. H. N. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 


NOES. 


Ali- 


Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hattur 


Ohaudhuri, Mauivi Sytd Otman Haidar. 
Oh arn dhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Olnrh, Mr. I. A. 
o ahan, bm. o. d. 

C app i n g ar, Majar-Oanaral W. V. 
r, Mr. 0. B. 

Ir. B. B. 

Mr. A. d. 
ir. B. A. 

■Baiirii, Mauivi Nur Bahmaa Khan. 
BdfdBul, m nm*w$ Khan 
K. B. IL 
wmmm, Mr. t. b. 

Farraalir, sw. d. CamphalL 
•angnli, Bai Bahadur Snail Knamr. 

fha Nan'hla Alhadj fir Ahdal* 



Hug, Khan Sahib Mauivi Baflul. 

Huaaaia, Mauivi Utafat. 

Hutahinga, Mr. B. H. 

Khan, Kban Sahib Mauivi Muaitam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddia. 

Khan, Mr. Baxaur Bahaum. 

Luka, Mr. N. B. 

Marr, tha Han’bla Mr. A. 

MaCiuakia, Mr. B. T. 

Millar, Mr. C« o. 

■«!«-. m. HmiIM. Sir erMMli UHMMr. 
Nm> Hr. K. 0. 

Nag, Bavarand B.A. 

Naximuddin, tha Nanihia Mr. Khnula. 
Fhilpat, Mr. N. C. V. 

Brantlaa, tha NanHia Mr. w. 0. B. 
Bahaam, Mr. A. 

Bahman, Mr. A. P. 

Bahaian, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Baid, Mr. B. B. 

Bay, Babu diltndm Bath. 

B«y, Mr. SalMahar thiih. 

Bay, tba Nan*bia Mr. Bljay Pmaad Bingh 
Saadatufiam Mnuivl Muhammad. 


Sarhar, Bai Sahih Bahail 


ttipl a la n , Mr. M. B. 
Mr. «. P. 
Ir. W. L. 

I, Mb W. s. 


Hib Ayes being 36 end tbe Noes 60 the motion wis tost. 
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Th6 motu)ii of Mr. B. Haiti was tiioii put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Be. 1,99,88,000 be granted for expMiditure 
under the head **26, — Police'' was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head ‘‘26. — ^Police" were not called 
owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Hntilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN 8 “That the demand of Be. 10,20,000 
under the head ‘26C. — ^District Executive Force — Pay of Establishment 
—Assistant Sub-Inspectors and Head Constables' be reduced by 
Bs. 1,000 (recruitment of Assistant Sub-Inspectors by way of direct 
recruitment).*' 

Mr. NARENDRA KUilAR BA8U: “That the demand of 
Bs, 3,26,766 under the head ‘260. — District Executive Foitje—Tem- 
porary District Intelligence Staff* be reduced by Bs. 1,00,000.'* 

Maitlvi EYED dALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: “That the demand of 
Bs. 1,29,21,600 under the head *26C. — District Executive Force* be 
reduced by Bs. 100 (police excesses in mufassal and action in 
encouraging drink evil before excise shops).** 

MiUlvi ABDU8 SAMAD: “That the demand of Bs. 1,29,21,600 
under the head ‘26C. — District Executive Force’ be reduced by Bs. 100 
(to criticise the deliberate unwillingness of the Police to cope with 
communal riots).’* 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the d^and of 
Bs. 1,29,21,600 under the head ‘26C. — District Executive Force' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (claims of the candidates of the Namasudm 
community and* other backward communities for appointment in the 
Police Force ee ' Sub-Inspectors, Assistant Sub-Inspectors, head 
constables and constables and to suggest that a definite number from 
amongst these candidates be annually appointed).*' 

Babu BATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 
Bs, 1,29,21,600 under the head ‘26C.— District Executive Foroe' be 
reduced by Be. 1 (practice of putting a rope round the waist of under- , 
trial prisoners when conducting them from one place to another).'* 

BMni KISHORi MOHAN OHAUDHURi: “That the dem a n d of. 
Bs. 69,000 under the head ‘26D.— Police Training School (OalontNi 
PoUce)* be refused.** 
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114 tARAT OHANDRA lAL: ‘'That tha demand of B«. 2,71,400 
under tke head ‘26D. — Police Training School* be reduced by Be* 1 
(disadtantages of the recruits of the backward classes at training 
schools)/* 


Mr. tARAT CHANDRA BAL: <<That the demand of Rs. 3,90,000 
under the head *26E. — Special Police* be reduced by Be. 1 (policy with 
reference to the backward classes)/’ 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIt '*That the demand of 

Bs. 7,90,500 under the head "26F. — ^Railway Police* be refused/* 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAIS **That the demand of 

Bs. 7,90,500 under the head ^26F. — ^Railway Police* be reduced by 

Bs. 100 (to draw attention to the inefficiency of the Railway police)/* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIs **That the demand of 

Rs. 33,100 under the head *26G. — Criminal Investigation Department — 
Temporary Officers* be refused.** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: **That the demand of 

Rs. 3,46,505 under the head '26G. — Criminal Investigation Depart* 
ment — Temporary force* be refused.'* 

BNbn dITENDRALAL BANNERJEEp Mmilni BYED MAdID 
BAKSH and MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI I 'That the demand 
of Rs. 1,25,000 under the head '26G. — Criminal Investigation Depart* 
ment — Secret Service Money* be refused." 

MaiilYi HABBAN ALI and Mr. P. BANERdl: "That the demand 
of Rs. 11,85,000 under head '26G. — Criminal Investigation Department* 
be refused." 

Maalvl BYED dALALUDDIN HMHEMYs "That the demand of 
Rs. 11,85,000 under the head '26G. — Criminal Investigation Depart* 
ment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the department)." 

Ral Bahadur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERdl S "That the demand 
of Rs. 11,86,000 under the head ‘260. — Criminal Investigation Depart* 
ment* be reduced by Re. 1 (inefficiency of the service and failure to 
prevent organised violence)/* 

BMni BATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs "That the 
demand of fo. 11,85,000 under the head ‘260«--<hmiBal Investigation 
Department* be r^uoed by Be. 1 (to discuss the necessity of 
maiiitaiiiing the department in its premt form and at its pr^mi 
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ttrength asd th^ lonethod ol iiiTetiigatioti followed by it eapeciddy in 
political cases).'* 

BaiW SATYENDRA NATH ROY: ^That tbe demaiid oi 
Bs. 11,85,000 under the head ‘26G. — Criminal InTestigation Depart* 
Jnent' be reduced by Re. 1 (inefficiency specially in not being able to 
preTent dacoities in the mufassal)." 

Mayivi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: <<That the demand of 
Bs. 1,99,88,000 under the head '26. — Police' be reduced by Bs. 100 
(on the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Police Department for his 
attack on the Leader of the Bengal Congress by calling him dishonest)." 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Bs. 1,99,88,000 under the head ‘26. — Police’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
raise a discussion on the police atrocities during 1930-31 and also the 
inefficiency of the police in the detection of crime and in the matter of 
affording protection to abducted women)." 

KhMI Sihib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: "That the demand of 
Bs. 1,99,88,000 under the head ‘26.— Police’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw attention to the way of promoting assistant sub-inspectors to the 
rank of sub-inspector and sub-inspectors to the rank of inspector)." 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOBBAIN: "That the demand of 
Bs. 1,99,88,000 under the head ‘26. — Police' be reduced by Re. 1 (high 
liandedness of the police)." 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: "That the demand of Rs. 1,99,88,000 
tinder the head ‘26. — Police' be reduced by Re. 1 (disadvantages and 
grievances of the recruits under training at the Sardah Training 
School)." 

MillIVi MMMAMMAD FAZLULLAHt "That the demand of 
Ba. 1,99,88,000 under the head ‘26. — Police' be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
criticise the conduct of constables on duty in the Railway stations at 
Howrah and Sealdah stations in receiving illegal gratifications from 
the hackney carriage and motor car drivers)." 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAII "That the demand 

Bs. 1,99,88,001^ under the head ‘26. — Police* be reduced by Be. 1 (to 
discuss the g^eral policy of the Police Department)." 

MiMvt HABIAN ALII *«That the demaid of Ba. 1,99,88,000 under 
the head '26. — Police' be reduced by Be. I (to diecnsa the general policy 
isnd the police excesses in the country)." 
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27.— Ports and Pilotafo. 

Tht Hon’blO Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of Hia 
Excellency the Governor I beR to move that a sum of Rs. 4,39,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “27. — Ports and Pilotage.” 

4-30 p.m. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: I I.cr to movt* that the 
demand of Rs. 1,42,5(M) under the head “27 A. — Ports and Pilotage — 
Charges for polled launelie.H, building, repairs and outfit of launches’^ l)e 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention of (ioverninent to the ne(‘e»»ity of 
training Indian apprentices in sbip-building in the (Jovernmeut 
Dockyard at Narayauganj). 

General education has bitlierto failed t4> give siitficient means of 
liveliliood to the vast iiumher of young educated people and the result 
has been anything but satisfactory. Host of young educated people 
are daily swelling the number of the unemployed and this has led to 
discontent and political agitation. Competent authorities are 
unanimous tliat technical and industrial education should he given to 
the people so that they may have sutficient means of livelihood and keep 
themselves aloof from dangerous political agitation which is 
causing so much trouble to the public and Government and 
sapping the foundation of the Kmpire. Government have hitherto 
excused themselves that tliev cannot undertake any big scheme for 
technical and industrial education for want of funds. We realise their 
difficulty. Hut, Sir, it ai)peurs that without incurring much 
expenditure they can help to a certain extent the cause of technical and 
Industrial education if they utiliase the existing facilities, they have at 
their disiM)8al. Thus, Sir, there is a Government Dockyard at 
Narayanganj. A very large number of Government launches, both of 
the Provincial as well as the Central Government, are repaired and 
thoroughly overhaule<l in this dockyard. Certain friends from 
Nurayanganj also tell us that the dockyard is of such a type, size and 
dimension that even new vessels of medium size can be constnict 0 <l 
there. Government have also got sufficient number of technical 
'Officers. If Government make arrangement for taking educated 
apprentices in the dockyard, they can help the cause of technical 
education to a certain extent even with the present facilities in the 
dockyard. 

By this motion, Sir, 1 do not propose that Government should 
undertake a scheme involving an extra cost to them — ^my intention is 
that they should draw up a scheme in consultation with their technical 
officers to s^ whether the system of training apprentices paid or unpaid 
is feasible. There is so much demand among the people for technical 
.and nautical education that I can assure the Hon'ble the Karine 
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Member that large number^of apprentices even unpaid will come forward 
if a simple advertisement or notice is published in papers that 
Government intend to take such apprentices in the dockyard. 

Mr. E. N. BLANDY: Mr. President, Sir, 1 must confess that the 
idea of starting a training class for Indian apprentices at the 
Narayanganj dockyard had not presented itself to Government, and we 
are grateful to the mover for having suggested it. There are, however, 
certain practical difficulties in the way. In the first place, it is not 
correct to say that we have already built several craft. As a matter 
of fact we have not yet built one. There is, however, a certain amount 
of fairly important reconditioning and repair work going on at 
Narayanganj, and it is possible that this work might provide 
opportunities of valuable training for apprentices. That is one point 
which will have to be examined. A further point is that at present we 
have got only one gazetted officer in charge of the dockyard there and 
he is already fully worked and will probably not be able to devote 
enough attention to the possible apprentices in order to give them such 
a training us Government would naturally desire them to have, if they 
start a Government apprentice class. 

Then there is the further questiim of expense. We do not know 
what it will cost to start such a class. However, as the idea has been 
put to us, Government will be glad to go into details and see if it will 
be possible, from the financial point of view and also from the practical 
point of view, to start a class where they will be able to impart adequate 
instruction to apprentices with the means at their disposal. I would 
therefore request the mover to withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Fazlullah was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIS I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 4,39,000 under the head “27. — Ports and Pilotage*' be reduced 
by Rs. 101 <io urge upon the local Government to point out to the 
Government of India to intervene in the present rate war between coastal 
steamship companies running between the port of Chittagong and other 
places). 

Sir, I am fully aware that the subject matter of my motion do not 
fall under the purview of the Government of Bengal. But as a demand 
for grant has been made in this Council under the head “Ports and 
Pilotage,** I thought this to be an opportunity of ventilating our 
grievance in tl^s Council, so that it may be brought to the notice of the 
Government of India. 

Sir, it is a matter of great regret that we have no place in the 
mercantile marine of the country. A few lascars here and there was 
all that an Indian could aspire to till the training in the Dujferin was 
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inaugiurated. Sir, the cadets of the Dujferin for whom so many lakhs of 
rupees have been spent have no place in the ^British mercantile marine. 
Sometime ago, the East Indian Section of the liondou Chamber of 
Commerce declared that these cadets "^mnst look to Indian companies 
for sudi employment.’* But where are so many Indian companies to 
provide employments? Even the coastal trades are in the hands of 
non-Indians. Sir, the coastal trade of the country is the monopoly of 
the British Shipping Companies who did not so long entertain a single 
Indian even as their apprentice upon their steamers and who only 
sometime ago agreed under pressure to take a few apprentic es as occasion 
arose. In the face of such racial discrimination, the future employment 
of Indians in the mercantile marine and the development of Indian 
shipping in the coastal trade of India is not very hopeful. The 
shipping business is not new to us but it has been strangled by these 
British ships in the course of the last century and a half. I need not 
hark back to the hoary past. Sir, in addition to the great volume of 
India’s internal trade, there is a considerable roasting trade from port 
to port in British India. The greater jMwtion of this trade is l)etween 
Burma and the ports oii the western and eastern shores of the Bay of 
Bengal, specially (hilcutta and ('hittagong. The trade is mostly in 
Indian merchandise. The coastal trade is now almost the monopoly of 
the European steamship companies. 

Sir, whenever any Indian .‘steamship rompany comes to compete, 
the hJuropean companies rediu e their rates U) an incredible amount till 
the Indian companies are compelled to close their concerns. The 
Euroi>ean companies, being left sole masters in the field, charge high 
rates to compensate their loss. This unfair rate war is telling heavily 
on the Indian concerns. Reservation of the coastal trade for Indians 
may not be possible in the present constitution of the country, but the 
rate war which is smothering the nascent Indian shipping industry may 
be stopped. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Kfitn Baluuiur Mtuivl AZIZUL HAQUE: I will not charge my 
friend with plagiarism, but it seems to me that hie motion is exactly 
the same resolution which I moved in this Council last year. If I riee 
to support this motion, it is for the purpose of ascertaining what has 
transpired since then l>etween the Government of Bengal and the 
Government of India to whom copies of the proceedings were forwarded, 
and whether the Government of India have been pleased to send a reply. 
As I understood it last year, the Hon’ble Mr. Kafr fmmiised that ^ 
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vrould refer the proceediugis to the GoTemment of India, and I do not 
know what has since then occurred. I narrated all the facts about 
the cnastal rate of the Chittagong steamship companies. I find that 
the Railway Rates Committee and some other committees considered 
the matter. So with a view to ascertaining what has since transpired 
I support this motion. 


Sabu 8ATISH CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: I support this 
motion of my friend Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai. Of all the motions 
that have been tabled by my friend I think it is one of very great 
importance, although this Council has got no direc t authority in the 
matter. I am fully convinced that the importance of the subject will be 
fully realised by all parties who are lovers of Indian indigenous enter- 
prises. In my part of the country there are two (companies — the India 
General Steam Navigation ('ompany is one and Abdul Bari Chowdhury 
Company of Chittagong is another. In my part of the subdivision there 
are a large number of people who go to Rangoon every year for the 
purpose of business and trade and I may fairly put it that there are 
as many as hundred passengers going every day for two months from 
one station alone. If you have an idea of the total number of persons 
who go from my part of the country to Cinttagong and Rangoon, you 
will realise the im])ortance of the subject to the peoj)le of this countrJ^ 

The passenger fare was Rs. 16 by the I. G. S. N. (’ompany, but 
when tliis particular Indian C/Oinpany — I mean the Abdul Bari 
Chowdhury Company — came into existence, they lowered the rate to 
Rs. 12, then to Rs. 10, then to Rs. 4 and then nothing was charged: 
on the <*ontrary those who came to buy tickets were given rashagollasy 
i.e., sweetmeats, and those who canvassed were given Re. 1 per head 
of passenger secured. The I. G. S. N. Company did not stop there, 
they appointed a paid agent on Rs. 50 a month in every village who was 
expected to bring os many passengers as possible. In this way the 
India General 8team Navigation Comjiain were fighting the Indian 
company. It is extremely regrettable that Government should allow 
this rate war to go on, to the detriment of our national enterprises. 
I think, Sir, (hat under these circumstances this rate war must be 
stopped at any cost and a c ertain minimum rate should be fixed in 
order to afford a fair field for indigenous enterprises in the coastal 
shipping. The Government of Bengal therefore is expected to make 
the necessary recommendations. 


5 p.m. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
ike Council, withdrawn. 



IMI.I DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. m 

Tka motioB that a sum of Rs. 4,39,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ‘‘27. — Porte and Pilotage’* was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under* 
the head “27. — Ports and Pilotage” were not called: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,39,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and Pilotage* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the services under the Port Trust, 
Calcutta, by recruitment of cadets from the Training Ship Ihtjfenn).** 

MaulYi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH; “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,39,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and Pilotage' be reduced to 
Rs. 100 (to protest against the imide(|uute and narrow latrines, inadequate 
lights, water difficulties, want of separate latrine arrangement of inter 
and 3rd class female passengers, supply of unwholsome food and other 
inconveniences of the passengers on inland vessels).’* 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,39,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and Pilotage’ he reduced by 
Rs. 10 (efforts should he made for gradually Indianising the Pilot 
Service).” 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,39,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and Pilotage’ he reduced by 
Re, 1 (to draw' attention to tlie necessity of ])ermitting inter and 3rd class 
female passengers to enter steamers hy the gates or passages intended 
for 1st and 2nd class passengers)." 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,39,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and Pilotage’ he reduced by 
Re. 1 (to stop rate cuttings hv the India General Navigation and River 
Steam Navigation rornpanies against Indian steam and motor launch 
owners in Bengal, specially in Dacca Division).” 


Scivntifto DaptrlintnU. 

Tht Hoil’lllv Mr* A* MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of Hia 
Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 30,(K)0 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “30. — Scientific Departments.’*^ 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: I beg to move that the demand of 
Ba. 30,000 nnder the head “30. — ScientiAc Departmentu” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (necessity for providing a research scholar to the ’^arendra 
Research Society). 
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Sir, the Varendra Research Society was established in Bajshabi as 
far back as 1910 by a small band of men of whom my humble self 
formed one. It was the first of its kind started by priyate enterprise in 
Bengal, dealing with researches in art, archeeologry and culture of 
Bengal. It was the first to collect specimens of art and antiquities of 
Bengal and to point out to the literary world the existence of a distinct 
school of art in Bengal developed during the Pala period of its history. 
It was also the first to work out scientifically that period of the history 
of Bengal and to publish these researches in the form of a monograph 
named ‘‘Gandarajamala*’ in 1913. It was also one of the first to make 
researches on the Races of India, the result of which was embodied in 
the book called “Indo-Aryaii Races’ ' published in 191G. These works 
were acknowledged, both by eminent European and Indian scholars, 
as of very high standards and also attracted the attention of the 
Archa»ological Department in India. 

When gradually the <;ollections, such as stone and terracotta 
sculptures, bronzes, architectural pieces, stone inscriptions, copper- 
plate-grants, coins, manuscripts, printed books, photographs, and 
publications, etc., became largo, a suitable building was erected to 
house them properly. The foundation stone of this building was laid by 
late Lord (’armichael who went all the way to Ilajshahi spec ially for 
the purpose in 1916, and the building and the museum, when ready, 
was opened by Lord Ronaldshay in 1919. As further tokens of 
appreciation and encouragement the Government bestowed recurring 
grants both for the upkeep of the museum and for the maintenance of a 
curator 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: On a point of order, Sir, I am afraid 
as the time is very short, T think it would be better if we are permitted 
to explain why this sum is required. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do that. 

Mr. A. d. DASH. Sir, I submit that Mr, Roy is a gentleman who is 
very ^ hard to please, the Varendra Research Society to which Mr. Roy 
refers receives a very heavy grant from Government. Three scholarships 
have been granted to it during the last nine years, and he demands 
another scholarship without taking the trouble of applying to the 
Director of Public Instruction. The proper course for him would be to 
make an applicatioa lo the Director of Public Instruction, if he desires 
a scholarship, and he will no doubt consider it. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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Tbo motion that a sum of Es. 30,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “30. — Scientific Departments” was then put and agreed 
to. 


31.— Education (Rosorvad). 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR. On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Es. 11,70,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “31. — Education (Reserved),” 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, T beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 11,70,000 under the head “31. — Education 
(Reserved)” be reduced by Rs. 100 (anti-national education policy). 

Sir, I do not know why Mr. Cooper looks at me in that way. In 
season and out of season he expresses his sympathy for the Indian 
masses, and I think he will sympathise w^ith me if 1 take up the case of 
the European boys. 

Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government to a very unfair 
arrangement. Under the present constitution European education is a 
reserved subject. In Bengal it has been in charge of a European Member 
of the Executive Council. We, Indian members on this side of the 
house can in no way influence the policy of the department nor have we 
any say in the selection of the person w^ho is in charge of the department. 
On the other hand there is a solid block of 18 European and Anglo-Indian 
ele<*ted members, let alone the European members on the ollicial 
benches, who pratically dominate the educational policy of the (ioven|- 
ment so far as Indian education is concerned. I submit, Sir, that if 
the European members cannot trust us, they should not also meddle 
with our affairs. I do not see any reason why if the llorride Mr. 
Ehwaja Nazimuddin, a Moslem, can be depended upon to look after 
Hindu interest, he cannot be trusted to shape the jwlicy of European 
education too. This invidious distinction in the matter of European 
and Indian education is calculated to have a fai-reacihing effect. It 
tends to divide us. I ask the Government and the European members 
to abandon this policy of distrust. I hope. Sir, that when the t’ouncil 
assembles next year to discuss the budget, the House will find this 
invidious distinction gone forever. 

The policy of the Government seems to be a policy of isolation of the 
children of Europeans and ADg)o-Indian.H. I suggest that schools meant 
for Europeans and Anglo-Indians should be thrown open to 
students of all communities. This will lead to a better understanding 
among the rising generations of ail communities. Sir, I also avail 
myself of this opportunity to lay stress on the desirability of makings 
better provision in the existing institutions for the teaching of the 
vernacular of the province. This is neglected at present. 
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Sir, io looking at the details under this head, I find a sum allotted 
to the Hazaribagh Reformatory School. I speak, subject to correction, 
but my impression is that children convicted of some ofience or other 
are sent to this institution. If this is correct, then I do not see why the 
grant in respect of the school should not be included under the demand 
for jails. 

Rtvd. B. A. NAG: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 11,70,000 
under the head “01. — Education (Reserved)” be reduced by Re. 1 (wrong 
policy pursued). 

I do not object at all to the demand made Iw European and Anglo- 
Indian education. It is well understood that if Government is to give 
protection to particular culture of minorities and also to help to educate 
the children of the minorities they must be prepared to spend propor- 
tionately more money and the community which itself raises about 
Rs. 29i lakhs for the education of its children, a grant of Rs. II lakhs 
is not disproportionate. But I object to that policy in the reserved 
education from another point of view. The sei>aratenes8 in education 
creates what might be called either superiority (’omplex or inferiority 
complex. Whatever it is, i< is bad for them. In the tender age of 
the children they come to realise that they have a different standard 
whether it is superior or inferior it endangers their tuture and that is one 
of my objections. That danger is increased by the fact that in the 
schools for Europeans or Anglo-Indians they read more about English 
history than about Indian history, they read more about the towns of 
Europe than about the towns of India, and they do not study the 
vernacular of the place. We find that (^olonel Gidney, the recognised 
leader of the Anglo-Indian community, the representative of that 
community to the Assembly and to the Round Table Conference, said 
that this European education alienates the European and Anglo-Indian 
communities from the Indian community. In short, he says, we are 
leading the two peoj)le poles apart, and that is very dangerous for the 
future constitution of India. Secondly, this European and Anglo- 
Indian education generally ends in sc1mh)1; it does not seem to go any 
further. I would have been very unwilling to make such a statement 
as Mr. Stapleton is shaking his head, but I read from the report of the 
Director of Public Instruction that a feature of the Anglo-Indian system 
of education is that it ends in school. Very few boys and girls go up 
for higher education. The result is that in the competitive examinations 
for Civil Service^, conducted by the Government of Bengal you hardly 
ever find members from the Anglo-Indian community, or the European 
oommunity, or the Patsis, or the Jews, or the Armenians, sitting side 
by side, because they have not graduated. For the same reason you find 
fwy few amongst them in the learned professions. The minimum 
age for matriculation is 15, the age for Cambridge School examinaiioii 
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ig at liiMt 17, thus they lose two years to start with. This danger may be 
realised when I say that they pass the Cambridge School Examination 
or rather they sit for it in December. By the courtesy of the Calcutta 
University they are provisionally admitted into the college classes in 
January before they know of the results of their Cambridge School 
Examination. Even then it means that these students can enter into any 
of the colleges at least seven months late and then they appear at the 
examination not as students of any college but as non-collegiate studenta 
having lost seven months. So it become very difficult for those students 
to pass the University examination. 

Sir, the community has been demanding that their edmation should 
be associated with the University of Calcutta but one of the difficulties in 
the way is the rule of the department which lays down that in no case 
will any school be permitted to a<Iopt both the Matriculation Examination 
of the ('ahutta University end the Cambridge School Certificate 
Examination; so that there cannot be any bifurcation in any particular 
school. But it is much more dangerous for non-Europeans studying 
in these European schools. 1 do not know why they go there. 1 mean 
the Jews, the Parsis and I dare mxy some Bengalis also. Tliere are about 
1,900 non-Europeans in the school of which 1 ,200 are the Parsis, Jews and 
Armenians. The result is that when they pas.sod the Cambridge 
Examination and went to get admission into the I. A.’ class of any college 
they find an obstacle in tlie rule which lays down that no non-European 
applying lor exemption from the Mutriciilution Examination under the 
foregoing regulation may at the dincretion <»f the Syndicate be recjuired 
to give evidence of proficiency in the vernacular which they have never 
thoroughly studied. Therefore they are barred out from any college 
course. Witli these few words I move my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

'Mr* Am 4m DA8H: The subject of this debate is not a new one. It 
has come up year after year and particularly in the past two years. The 
first objection raised is that the education of Anglo-Indians and 
Europeans should not be separate from that of the Indians. It has been 
explained in reply year after year that this is a constitutional matter 
Which is not within the |>ower of this CVuincil or of (Government or of the 
Education Department to alter. As far as the department is concerned, 
the policy of Government is that grants made and money spent on Anglo- 
Indian and European education cannot properly be reduced. There is 
urgent need for the money that is being spent and we need yet more 
money, I and the department consider it is very unfortunate that thi* 
pari of the l^ducation Budget of this year has been reduced against that 
df the previous year it is not possible for the department under these 
oireitiitstitnees to consider the throwing open of the Anglo-Indian and 
EllfOpean schools to Indians and others. It is not possible owing to 
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lack of money for the department to carry out the suggestion for making 
provision in the Anglo-Indian and European schools for higher 
University studies. I have nothing more to say. 

The Hoil*bla Mr. A. MARR: 1 should like to say just one word 
about the constitutional aspect of the question. This question has been 
discussed for at least the last two years. The constitution provides for 
a separate department for Anglo-Indian and European education and 
so far as the Education Department is concerned we are bound to obey 
the constitution. Sir, two years lienee things may be changed and the 
Council will then be able to discuss the altered position. 

The motions of Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray and Revd. B. A. Nag 
were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 11,70,000 under the head ‘^31. — Education (Reserved)” be reduced 
by Be. 1 (want of policy with reference to backward classes). 

As the member began to speak the time-limit under the head ”31. — 
Education (Reserved)” was reached and the motion of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bal was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 11,70,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ”31*. — Education (Re.served)” was then put and agreed 
to. 

The following motion was not called owing to the expiry of the 
time-limit : — 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That the demand of 

Bs. 11,70,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Reserved)’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (necessity for being equally liberal to the children of the soil).” 

31.— Education (Transferred). 

The Hoii’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Bs. 1,15,43,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
”31. — Education (Transferred).” 

The most marked feature of jthe Education budget this year is the 
absence of grants for capital expenditure on new schemes. As my 
friend Mr. ’Nar^jndra Kumar Basu, who I find is not present to-day> 
objects to the repetition of the oft-repeated reasons for the omission^ 1 
will not mention th^m. By now the House knows fully well why we 
have not been able to find money lor the new schemes. In an abnormal 
jrear like this aU we can do is to mark time. All permanent tecumiig 
grants to sohools and colleges have been provided in the budget* 
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ProTuioii has been made for the annual recurring^ grant to the Calcutta 
University. They have applied for additional grants and Government 
are cdrreaponding with the University on the subject. 

Sir, an explanation is necessary why it has not been possible to 
bring into effect the Primary Education Act of 1930. Immediately 
after the Act was passed by the Council, Education Department started 
to collect information and figures which would be required before any 
part could be brought into force. We had to wait for the assent of the 
Governor-General as well, which was received in the middle of January, 
1931. Since then a programme has been worked out by the 
department and an estimate of the piobnble expenditure Irom the 
provincial revenues has been framed. These are now under the 
consideration of Government. All preliminary steps have been taken 
and there has been practically no delay. With these words I request 
the Council to supjmrt the motion that I have moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any objection if I take up motions 537, 
638, 539 , 542, 54^1, 544 and 540 together for discussion P 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: And also 540. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I think T better take 540 and 547 together. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 4,44,128 under the head “31 A. — Education (Transferred) — 
University — Grants to Calcutta University’* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(administration of the University). 

Sir, there are such other little things in the University which call 
for immediate attention of the authorities of the University and I think 
no time should be lo.nt to bring in reform so far as these things are 
concerned. Then there are also some grievances against the 
University which are being put fonvard from the floor of the House 
year after year. Government make certain grants to the University 
and it is said that the grants should be increased. No doubt grants 
should be increased, if possible, but we feel that under the present 
circumstances, it is difficult for Government to And more money for 
the Calcutta University. The University no doubt has claims upon 
the finance of the Government; so also have the other departments of 
education, particularly primary education. We all know that 
secondary and University education has not been given that amount of 
facility which should have been given. But we should remember that 
primary education should have been the main coneeni of the 
Government and so far as that is cimoemed, Government has hitherto 
grievously failed in bringing primary education up to a proper 
etaadard. Whatever that might be I want to impress upon the House 
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that although the Calcutta University should be given more money 
from the Government coffers, still under the present circumstances, it 
is very difficult to do so. Secondly, there is another old grievance of 
the University that whatever grant be given to the University should 
be statutory. So far as this is concerned I think the grievance is quite 
substantial and Government should see its way that this grievance is 
removed within a short time. Along with this I think the question of 
the rerjresentation of Muslims in the various bodies of the University 
should also be considered. These two questions cannot be separated 
from each other. If a statutory grant is to be given to the University, 
the Calcutta University Act has to be amended and if it has to be 
amended, I think the other matters in which the Calcutta University 
falls short of proper standard should also be gone into. Therefore I 
would like to say that Government should lose no time in seeing that 
the Calcutta TTniversity gets statutory grant and also to see that the 
grievance of the Muslim <*ommunity is removed so that in future no 
community <*Hn bring any charge against the University. It is a 
deplorable thing that we have got to refer to these things from the floor 
of the House. It should concern all of us to see that the Calcutta 
University is placed on a standard from which it may not be open to 
attack from any coimnunity whatsoever. With these words I press 
for this motion. 

h-'lO p.m. 

Mtulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 4,44,128 under the head “'JIA. — Education (Transferred) — 
University — Grants to Calcutta University” be reduced by Rs. 500 (to 
raise a discussion on the question of University administration in 
connection with the affiliation of high schools). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows: — “Mr. President, the (Mcutta University has taken upon 
itself the re«|ioiMiibility of imparting education to the people of the 
country, but its achievement in this respect falls far behind the 
achievement of the lower and middle English schools aided by 
Government and the district boards. The money placed by the 
Government at the disposal of the Education Department for helping 
schools is quite inadequate for the purpose. Over and above this the 
pressure of the University makes the lives of 75 out of every 100 
schools in the mufassal extremely precarious. The non-co-operation 
movement swept^aw’ay a large mimber of high schools in the mufassal. 
Now the existence of those schools which managed to survive is 
endangered by the iiisistence of the University on the fulfilment of 
expensive terms for granting of new or continuation of the oM 
afiUietion. Unless the unfortunate schools are able to secure 
idfiltaiion they are not entitled to demand a pie from Cbvemmeni. 
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Now J wish to know whether the question of ^rrantin^ aHiliation 
should depend more upon the afHuenee of a particular school than upon 
the necessity of some local area for a stthooiy I urjre that in grautin);|' 
affiliation to a new school, the University should he j^uided by the 
consideration of the local ne<*essity for it. In fact, 90() schools whitdi 
already exist are hardly sufficient for the larjte area under the Calcutta 
University and more new schools are required. In these cinrumstances 
I request the Hon ’hie Minister in char^re of Education to see that in 
granting* affiliation to a new school more regard is paid t(» the necessity 
for it in the particular area than its affluence.” 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I heg to move that tlie tlemund of 
Ils. 4,44,128 under the head “‘flA. — Education — 

Calcutta University” be i educed by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the 
fact that the interests ol Muslim graduates are neglected and further 
to draw attention to tlie fact that the University is gradually 
deteriorating). 

1 am sorry that 1 have to raise a diseussion and bring to the 
notice of the House, an aspect ot the Calcutta University which is not 
a very pleasant one. 1 do not claim to he either an educationist or 
one who can from j)ersoiial knowledge speak of higlj education because 
I was not one of the good students of the (\ilcutta University, nor did 
I pa.ss very well. In fac t to speak in holiest truth, when I took my 
degree I was the last hoy of tiie year. Hut ail the same my affection 
and my regard for the Calcutta University is no less than that of 
anybody else. It is with very great regret and with a sense of shame 
and humiliation therefore that I heard the remarks passed in other 
provinces that the Calcutta University graduates are absolutely 
worthless, I menu to say the hulk of them. My friends on the 
Government benches will not perhaps mind when I say that the 
members of the Public Servi(*e Commission have declared both verbally 
and in their report that the students of the (/alcutla University are the 
worst lot of students in India. That is their opinion uml we find from 
the results of open coiiipt'titive examinations that our hoys from 
Bengal cut a very sorry figure in those examinations. There was a 
time about 15 or 20 years hack when Calcutta and the University of 
Calcutta were regarded as the centre of intelligence and culture of 
India. We were the people who were looked upon with respec t and 
with coiffideiice then. In those days the hoys who could not pass the 
Calcutta University examinations went to Allahabad and liahore to 
get a cheap degree but to>day the situation is altogether reversed. 
The Principal of the Kayastha Pathsala was examined Imfore a 
committee of the Government of India and I was present there. He 
was asked what about his bad boys, how do they carry on and what 
cureer do they take up, do they not turn out mischief makers P His 
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reply wae **we have no bad boys. Our bad boys go to Oalontta to take 
cheap degrees there/’ That was his opinion. I think that those who 
have occasion to meet and interview candidates for higher services will 
agree with me when I say that the Calcutta University graduates of 
the present day— I do not say the whole lot of them — ^there are many 
of them who are most briUiant, but I speak only of the majority of 
them — are not up to the mark, no better than myself. What I say is 
this; that extension of education and the spread of area of education 
is not so important as the improvement of the quality of education 
and the fitness of a boy for a career, for a useful career in life. The 
volume is not the thing that is wanted but the quality, and for that 
purpose I think that unless the Calcutta University mend matters and 
improve its quality, Bengal will not again hold its place as the main 
centre of intelligence and culture in the whole of India. At any rate 
I say, and I do it with pride, speaking so far as our boys are concerned, 
that they are more intelligent and more industrious than boys of other 
provinces, but unfortunately in these days when we have to meet the 
people from other provinces we find that our boys (ome second best. 
It is a very regrettable thing and requires serious consideration not 
only of Government but of the University of Calcutta also. For these 
reasons I have given notice of this token cut. 

I think the time lias come when the attention of the University 
should be drawn to restrict tlie area, if they cannot afford to give the 
pupils the best of attention and prepare our boys for future careers. 
When a graduate of the Calcutta University goes to the Vice-Chancellor 
for his degree I know that he is told that in his life and career he should 
maintain the reputation of the University. If they cannot do that I 
am afraid he is not fit for that degree. 

My friend Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan has drawn attention to a?nother 
aspect which is of a communal character. I do not think, Sir, he was 
right when he said that it was a matter of regret that there was not a 
single Moslem in the clerical service of the Calcutta University or on 
the Syndioi^. I submit that there should be no communalism in the 
temple of education but that education should be conducted on 
national lines only. 


Khan Bahaihir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the head “31 A. — Education 
{Transferred) — ^University — Calcutta University” be reduced by Be. 1 
(to consider the need of a statutory grant for the University of 
Calcutta, to recommend the early introduction of Calcutta University 
Bill and to make adequate provisions for Mussalmans representation in 
the different bodies of the University under the provisions of the 
BiM). 
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I Hv^ first of all deal with the question of the statutory grant. 
Those who are acquainted with the affairs of the University as also to 
a certain extent those who know the affairs of Government will see 
that for some time past controversy has been going on between the 
University and the Government. 

Mft PRESIDENT: I may tell the Khan Bahadur that I have 
arranged these motions in two different groups. The first group which 
we are now dealing with will enable members to talk about the 
administration of the University and of representation of different 
communities on the governing bodies of the University. The other 
group consists of motions which will enable members to speak about 
grants to the University and the policy of Government towards the 
University. I do not know if the Khan Bahadur could refrain from 
saying anything about a statutory grant at this stage and put off his 
suggestions with regard to that to be made when the motions of the 
second group are taken up. I think it will not adversely affect him. 

Khan Eahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: No, it will not affect me 
only if you give me permission to put it to the House. But I re(|uest 
that my motion may be kept separate and T may be allowed to move. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case you do not come under the first 
group. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 »’ome under Iwth the 
groups. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How is that possible That is not possible. 
You can make your suggestions with regard to grants when the 
motions under the second group are discussed. 

5-45 p.m. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 will do that. 

Sir, for the time being I would only refer to the provisions for 
Moslem representation under the provisions of the Bill. Sir, I purposely 
gave notice of this motion, keeping these three things together, and with 
your permission, I shall discuss this matter only and woiild only refer 
to the reasons why I want these things to be tagged together. Sir, the 
Calcutta University requires money. The money belongs to the public 
and therefore all sections of the public have a right to see whether the 
money is well spent and whether the necessary safe-guards for the proper 
control of funds are there. With all that I feel that the time has oome 
whan the question of a statutory grant to the Calcutta University should 
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be settled once for all. I would refer to the reasons later on. The 
Calcutta University Bill is long overdue and I consider that some 
pronouncement on the part of Government is necessary as to their 
attitude with regard to an Act which has existed for sixty years. We 
know that Dr. Jenkins has prepared a Bill, but we do not know wh^t 
the Government view on the matter is. We do not know what is the 
attitude of Government towards the future constitution of the University. 
Sir, I am not so strong as Maulvi Abul Kasem to feel that nationalism 
is opposed to the interest of Muhammadans. You cannot develop 
the University on u plane of its own. Sir, if it is found that 
one section of the community is practically excluded from any 
representation on the University, even if that section forms a substantial 
part of the population, then I submit that the time has come when 
we sliould register our prote.st against that exclusion. It is necessary 
for you to ])ress the matter with a view to finding out whether the 
Muhammadan community has raised a communal question or whether 
they have a legitimate grievance so far as the Calcutta University is 
concerned. Sir, a few ni(»nths back the p(>st of the Registrar of the 
Calcutta University fell vacant. The 8yndi(‘ate at first recommended 
two candidates, one of whom was a Muhammadan, u distinguished 
M.A. in Mathematicrs, and another man. The gentleman is a member 
of the Indian Educational Service and is veiy well spoken of. There 
were other candidates. You will he surprised to hear that even though 
the Syndicate, whicli had not made final recommendations, strongly 
supported this candidate, at the time of the final selection the names 
of two other candidates were suggested. This in itself is sufficient to 
condemn the University so far as iu the interests of the Muhammadans 
are concerned. Here is a candidate, a distinguislied M.A. of the 
University, a memher of the Indian Educational Service, a man in the 
forefront of public life, whose claims were brushed aside in favour of 
a man with perhaps a lower degree. (A voice: Are you sure of that:^) 
Well, you can make an inquiry. 

Sir, last year I tried to put fortli two Muhammadan candidates for 
election to the Syndicate — one of whom wa.s Khan Bahadur Shams-ul- 
Ulaina Dr. M. Hidayet llo.sain — , who is the Principal of the Calcutta 
Madrasah and a distinguished oriental scholar. At the election they 
could not succeed, and in the history of tlu* Calcutta University no 
Muhammadan has been elected to the Syiulicate except for a temporary 
period. Things were slightly lietter three or four years back when the 
Assistant Director of Public Instruction was a meml>er of the Syndicate. 
I do not know how* he managed to find a seat. Since his departtire the 
Muhammadans shave not been able to send a representative to the 
Syndicate. Take the Board of Studies and the several Faculties, take 
the list of examiners, everywhere you will notice the absence of 
Muhammadans. I do not mean to say that in the Board of Studies or 
in other academic bodies you should take Muhammadans irrespective of 
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their <|tl»lifications. If you look at the Civil List, then, if you are not 
colour Wind you will find the names of jjfood many Muhammadans with 
high educational qualifications, who are quite fit to find a place on any 
academic body. Even these men cannot get a chance of serving fhe 
University. Sir, only the other day I proposed the name of a 
distinguished Muhammadan M.Sc. for being made an additional member 
of the Faculty of Science, but in spite of the fact that I personally 
canvassed a large number of gentlemen 1 could not succeed in getting 
him elected. These are grievances for which we can legitimately 
claim a redress. It is not a question (»f the distribution of loaves and 
fishes. It is a question of the aspiration of the intelligent and e<lucafed 
men of our community who feel tliat they have a right to take part in 
the administration of the (hilcutta University. For the moment I 
would brush aside tlie fact that out of 200 ministerial officers in the 
University, there is not a single Muhammadan. Perhaps 1 shall be 
told that qualified Muhammadans are not available. As a matter of 
fact, if you make an effort, you can easily get a large number of 
qualified Muhammadans to fill up the.se posts. 1 am not disputing with 
auyl>ody or entering into a controversy as to why it is so; I am only 
making a statement of facts. I am (juite content that there should be 
no Muliammaduns in the ministerial stuff — there may not be any (|uarrel 
as regards loaves and fishes, but when we come t») the (juestion of 
academic interests, 1 submit tliat the .special interests of the 
Muhammadans must be safeguarded. Educated Muhammadans have a 
right to be on tlie University and on the different faculties. 

Sir, there is one great mistake which has been committed, part of 
which is due to the blunder of (government and part of which is due to 
the colour Idiiidness of the (hilcutta Univer.sity. The hi under of 
(Government has been that with regard to the (juestion of Muhammadan 
education, they have always tlnmght that Madrasah eduf^ation is the 
stnnmvm honnm. So far as University education goes, they feel that 
the interests of the Muhammadans lie in the study of Arabic. The 
interest of the Muhammadans transcends the study of everything. In 
the advancement of education in India, Hindus, Muhammadans and 
Christians have all cmitributed their quota. You cannot detach the 
interests of one community from those of another in regard to a 
particular matter saying that it concerns one and not the other. Each 
community has its own culture and each will contribute its part Upwards 
the advancement of education in the country. Will it he possible for 
Muhammadans to have a broader outlook of life if they do not read the 
history' of the culture and tradition of other communities? Each 
community should have respect for the culture and tradition of the 
other. India would not he a place worth living in if Hindus and 
Muhammadans continually quarrel with each other, and I say that this 
quarrel will not end until one learn to re«q>ect the other. Unfortunately 
the history of Islam in India is dyed with such black paints that it is 
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difficult to believe that it is the history of Islam in India. 1 am not 
prepared to believe that the history of Islam is so bad — we are grateful 
to distinguished men like Sir Jadunath Sarkar and Babu Akshay Kumar 
Moitra, who are trying to rehabilitate Muhammadan history in its true 
perspective. Therefore, the Calcutta University must provide for the 
study of Islamic history and Muhammadan culture. It will be an 
inspiration to the Muhammadan students, it will also serve a definite 
national cause. Therefore, I plead for a broader outlook, I plead for 
a study of the Islamic history and culture along with the study of 
ancient history, its heritage and its contribution in the past towards the 
advancement of human knowledge, and I will conclude by saying this 
much that if you do this, you will really build the future history of 
India on a sounder, saner and proper basis. 

Khan Sahtb Mauivi BAZI.UL HUQ: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the head “31A. — Education 
(Transferred) — University — Grants to Calcutta University” be reduced 
Re. 1 (to draw attention to the inadequate representation of the 
Mussaliuans in the bodies of the Calcutta University and in the 
ministerial staff). 

Sir, at the outset I must tell the House that I bow to none in my 
deep devotion and loyalty to the T^niversily. I always respected the 
University and its members. But duty is duty and if in the discharge 
of my duties I make any unhappy and unpleasant lemarks I hope to be 
excused. 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is to show to tlie House and 
through it to all whom it may concern how things are being managed 
in the Calcutta University — a self-governing Institution — composed of 
the highly educated and cultured sons of Bengal and managed and 
administered by the best brains and intelligentia. It will also help us 
in the solution of the great problem lying before us — 1 mean wdiether 
wc alioidd have communal electorates and representations or abolish 
them altogeihe|wwhether w'e should have joint electorates with 
reservation or no reservation of seats, etc., in the future constitution of 
the country. It will show you how' far the backward Moslems have 
been accommodated there by the Government and by our non-Moslem 
brethrens who are the real power there. As examples are better than 
precepts, I will content myself by quoting the figures as I found from 
the University Calendar for the year 1929 as the calendar for the year 
1930 is not available, I am liable to corrections if there be mistakes: 

(/) In the Senate there are 104 fellows both elet'ted and nominated. 
Of this excluding 10 memWrs Moslems are 13. 

( 2 ) In the F&culty of Arts there are 13 Mussalmans out of 64. 

( 3 ) In the Faculty of Law there are 7 Mussalmans out of 34. 
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( 4 ) We find no Mussalmans in the Faculty of Science, Faculty of 
Medicine, Faculty of Engineering, total number in each of them being 
33, 20 and 8 respectiTely. 

(J) In the Syndicate — the Executive Body of the University — there 
are 16 members and none of them is a Muslim. 

{6) The Council of Post-Graduate Teachings in Arts is composed of 
156 members, of whom 9 are Muslims. 

(7) In the Executive Council 2 out of 22 meinl>er8 are Mussalmaus 
and in Under-Graduate Committee one out of 7 members is Mussnlman. 

{8) There is not a single Mussulman in the following Committees: — 

(а) Free Studentship Committee. 

ib) Research Scholarship Award Committee. 

(c) Library Committee. 

(d) Bill Committee. 

(e) Provident Fund Committee. 

{9) Next comes the Boards of Higher Studies. Not a single 
Mussulman is found in the English, Sanskrit and Pali, Philosophy, 
Politics, Commerce, and Pure Mathematics although the members in 
each of the Boards are 21, 20, 23, 21 and 15 respectively. 

In the Boards for Arabic and Persian Studies we find 2 Hindu 
Members out of 10 but in tlie Boards for Indian Vernacular Studies we 
find only 2 MuslimH out of 20 and in Philosophy 1 out of 8, in History 
2 Muslims out of 37. 

We find 77 members in the (.’ouncil of Post-Graduate Teachings in 
Science and not a single Mussalnian there. Similar is the case in the 
Executive Committee. Here we find no Muslim out of 17 members. 
Not a single Muslim soul is to be found in any of the following 
Boards ; — 

{a) Mathematics. 

(б) Physics. 

(c) Chemistry. 

id) Botany. 

(e) Physiology. 

(/) Geology, etc. 

In the Appointment Boards for different subjects there is only one 
member in the Arabic and Persian subjects. In all other subjects no 
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In the Boards ol Studies for English, Sanskrit, Bengali, Assamese, 
Economics, Physics, Chemistry and in the Library Committee and 
including Executive Committee and in the Age Committee, Transfer 
Committee and Press and Publication Committee no Muslim could find 
a place. But in the Boards of Studies for History, we find one out of 
11, l*hilosophy 1 out of 11 and in Students’ Re.sidence Committee 1 out 
of 5, in School Committee 2 out of 8 and in Students’ Welfare Committee 
1 out of 14 members. 

Let us now turn to Board of Examiners for different subjects. We 
do not find any Moslem in any of the following: — P.R.S. examination, 
Ph.I). and I). Sc. examinations, M.A. and in English, Philosophy, 
Economics, Commerce, and in M.Sc examinations and in B.A. 
examination in English, V.ernacular, Economics, Philosophy, in B.Sc. 
L.T., B.T. and in I. A. and I. Sc. examinations in English, Sanskrit, 
Assamese, History, Logic, Civics, Commercial Geology, Mathematics, 
Physic.s and in Matriculation examination in Mechanics and Geology. 
But in the Board for Indian Vernaculars in M.A. we find 3 Moslems 
out of 33 for T^rdu and Persian and for History 1 out of 49. 

Amongst tile (juestion .setters and paper examiners in I. A. 
examination we find 1 Mu.ssalman out of 25 in Bengali and in no other 
subjects. Tn the Matriculation examination in English language we 
find 3 Mussulmans out of 68 examiners, and in Bengali 3 out of 46, 
in Mathematics 2 out of 65, in History 2 out of 19, in Final Law' 
examination 1 out of 23 in Intermediate Law' examination 5 out of 19 
and Preliminary examination 1 out of 30 are Muslims. 

No text hook of Mussalman authors has been selected for any of the 
examination except Arabic and Persian. Sir, T have not the 
broadmindedness to forw'ard the interests of the Mussalmuns in 
rainisteriul 8ervi<'es. 

N»)W' let us turn to the other side of the University and see the 
position of the Mussulmans in the paid services. There are 8 officers 
who carry on the husiiiess and duties of the University and none of them 
is a Mu.ssalman. There are 205 post-graduate teachers in Arts, all but 
10, inclmling 7 for Arabic, are non-Muslims. All the 62 post-graduate 
teachers in Science are non-Muslims. 

The entire clerical .staff’ consisting of 150 heads, as 1 learn from my 
friend Maulvi Tainizuddin Khan, is filled up by non-Muslims. Not a 
single Moslem soul is to be found in ministerial staff. 

I have put before you the harrowing details — details of a most 
painful nature^T-existing in the seat of learning and culture. It is for 
you gentlemen' to consider what treatment has been meted out to the 
Mussalmans by the highly enlightened section of our people and in what 
a pitiable position the Moslem community has been reduced to and 
dragged — whether the actions of the University fathers in the cause 
of the Mussalmans are supjjortahle and justifiable and creditable. If 
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this be the mentality of the hif^hly educ4ited and enlightened sections 
towards the Mussalmans, how can we expect a better result from the 
hands of ignorant and uneducated and less ediicated mass? If this be 
the fate of the Mussalmans in tlie University I do not imagine what 
will be their fate under joint electorate system and with no reservation 
system if introduced in the near future. 

Sir, the Calcutta University is a monopoly of one community for 
ages together and the doors of the University have been shut out and 
yet the unfortunate Mussalmans are accused of being rank 
eommunalists. Muslims’ just and legitimate claims have been brutally 
and mercilessly butchered and sacrificed. How can there be better 
understanding, trust and goodwill? Sir, a tree is known by its fruits. 
In the Syndicate which is the Executive (^ommittee of the Thiiversity 
all the 16 members are non-Muslims. In flie recent election 1 am told 
one Mussalman gentleman who is a meml>er of the Senate stood a 
candidate for membership of the Syndicate and miserably failtnl in the 
election. This shows the mentality of the majority party in the Senate. 
Such is the position of the Moslems. They could not secure even one 
place out of 16 in the Syndicate. Our big brothers have appropriated 
all to themselves and filled their bellies to the brim and none cared for 
their small brothers to have a drop from the ocean. This is a lesson 
and an eye oj»ener to be learnt fnmi the big brothers. It now remains 
to he heard what our friend the representative of the University and 
tbe Educational authority say in reply. One point I forgot to ludice. 
It is this tliat the present Vice-Clumcellor is a Muslim. I do not know 
who is responsible for this sudden and new departure in the University. 
But can we expect any relief from him who is surrounded by a section 
of unsympathetic councillors? 

Sir JADUNATH 8ARKAR: The debate on tbe rniversiiy < uts has 
ranged over three points, the first being the deterioration of the 
University graduates. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is about the Moslem graduates. 

Sir JADUNATH 8ARKAR: Yes, Sir. The second point was the 
remark of Shah Sahib that the Calcutta University has got a strangle- 
hold on the high schools in the mufassal that supply the local needs of 
education. And then there is the third point almut Moslem representa* 
tion to which I shall refer last of all. With regard to Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Shah’s remark that tbe Calcutta University is making higher 
education in the mufassal difficult and is demanding exorbitant sums of 
money in deposit as a condition of affiliation of schools, this complainti 
I venture to submit to the members of this House, is based on 
insufficient knowledge, and I would re<|uest the members to read a 
pamphlet called 'Hbe School Code” issued by the University on the 
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subject. In framing the rules for the management of schools the 
University has always borne in mind the interests of all concerned, viz., 
the teachers, the boys and the local public; it has insisted that the 
interests of students must predominate over all other interests ; that the 
head master should be given a position of responsibility and that he 
should have a decent pay; that the teachers should be represented on 
the managing committee, as also the guardians of students, while the 
large donors will have permanent seats on the managing committee of 
the school. Now, I would ask the Shah Sahib whether in a mufassal 
school when the enthusiasm of the promoters grows less and 
subscriptions fall into arrears, he would consider such a state of things 
desirable and whether he does not think that the University is justified 
in demanding as a condition for affiliation that a certain sum of money 
should be deposited in the school reserve fund so that this sum may be 
drawn upon when the school is in want. The University has calculated 
a certain amount of money as the minimum expenditure for high schools, 
and unless there was in deposit a sufficient fund, what would be the 
fate of the school when the subscriptions and fees fall short? It is 
clearly for this reason that the University has adopted such a scheme, 
which I hope every one will agree with me in thinking is a reasonable 
one. Before any permanent recognition is given to any school, it is 
given the opportunity to find the necessary amount of money. Unless 
the financial stability of a school is secured, it would tend to 
lower the standard of edmmtion. One school solemnly declared 
in its application that it had Bs, 94,000 in reserve at the credit of the 
school. On enquiry it was found that it had absolutely nothing in the 
bank and it was found that the promoters were unable to deposit even 
lls. 5,000 on the school account in the bank. Schools temporarily 
affiliated require annual inspection, whereas permanent ones are inspected 
once in three or even four years. 


6-15 p.m. 

Sir, the niufa»«al schools are sometimes started from local jealousies 
If a school IS started on one side of a heel the villagers living on the 
other side must have a school of their own, otherwise they think their 
^estige would suffer. But soon their enthusiasm begins to wane and 
both the lu hMls suffer. Only one school in the centre of a large vilWe 
area should be started, if there is to be a good and durable school^ 
thew Villages and that school alone should be recognised by the 

inT*7l ^ •®“«times two or three schools 

in • ^>ll«grc or in neighbouring petty villages and on account of lack of 

decline. The best plan would be for a number of villages 
midst. This IS not done, and that is why so many schools die out in 
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the itufassal. They have not suiSicieiit money to pay for an adequate 
staff and their teachers have to supplement their income by excessive 
private tuition. Unless a school has sufficient money to pay for an 
adequate staff it has no ripht to exist. liocal needs can in most villages 
be supplied by middle English schools, which might be extended where 
there is real need. 

The second point that has been raised in this debate is the standard 
of the Calcutta University, It has been said that it has deteriorated 
greatly of late. That is no doubt a fact; but for this deterioration the 
outer public is as much to blame as the executive of the University. 
Only two weeks ago I was reading an article in the Times of Jjondon and 
with your permission, Sir, I shall read an extract from it. 

*‘We [i.e., Universities] are passing from the control of a narrow 
but highly cultivated oligarchy, which cared for scholarship if it did 
not care much for the advance pf knowledge, and coming under the 
influence of a much wider, more enthusiastic, less cultured and more 
material-minded public. Tlie danger is that both sides may alwndon 

their higher ideals and commercialise the intellect Dr. 

Flexner considers that the development of education has been 
accompanied by a terribly insufficient ‘sense of values,^ and that the 
Universities rightly anxious to maintain contact with the actual needs 
of life, have ‘catered to fleeting and immediate demands’ and let 
themselves be dominated by shallow and uneducated fashions.” 

Now, the Universities have come under the control of the public and 
have to look to the public for guidance, and what the public demands the 
University must supply. One public demand is the establishment of 
schools in every conceivable and inconceivable village, and another is to 
establish a college in practically every town. If we have so many 
colleges, it would require money to maintain them properly, and that 
money must either come from private subscriptions and donations or from 
the State or from the fees realised from the colleges. It is seen that 
soon owing to the lack of funds most of these colleges languish or go out 
of existence. Many of these colleges were started with a good deal of 
enthusiasm at the beginning, but after a time the enthusiasm waned^ 
the public subscriptions fell into arrears and the colleges died out. 
During the boom years just after the war, there was a great demand from 
unaided colleges for affiliation even up to Honours Courses, when they 
had not a sufficient number of students for even the pass courses. The 
result was that their income was found to be inadeciuate, and after some 
time they found considerable difficulty in maintaining an efficient 
teaching staff. As the University examines students prepared by the 
colleges, the character of the constituent colleges must determine the 
qualify of the graduates turned out by the University. We must not 
judge the University by its tiptop post-graduate products, but by the 
intelligence and conduct of the average graduates, and the average 
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graduates must all rome from the ronstituent (olleges. Therefore, the 
etficiericy of the constituent eolleg’es determines the character of the 
University. Sucli is the case in every countr>. The remedy lies in a 
demand from the puldic* for the abolition of a number of inefficient and 
small local colleges and the (concentration of all their resources on a 
smaller number of g(K)d colleges. That is the only solution of the 
problem. Dr. Jenkins considers that all high schools should be 
finam'ially aided by Government, and therefore the number of high 
schools should be reduced from more tlian 1,000 to about 750. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Will you be long? If so, I shall adjourn the 
Council now and you cun continue afterwards. 

[At 0-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 0-dO p.m.J 

Sir JADUNATH SARKAR: Sir, before the adjournment I was 
speaking about tlie Icjwering of the standard of the ( alcutta University 
and 1 was explaining how this lowering of the standard is the inevitable 
cc)nse<|uen(e of tlie establishment of too many colleges which are not 
adequately financed and staffed. The result ot having an ineffic ient staff 
is that boys are sent up for examinations very ill-e()uipped, and if they 
fail in the examinations the publi<’ blame the University. When such 
failure occurs the public never think that tlie failure is due to the 
insufficient preparation of students, and not to the j)erversity of the 
University Executive; and the cry is raised for grace marks without 
rhyme or reason. Sir, that sort of thing, I am afraid, will go on unless 
inefficient colleges are abolished, and that can only be done by an 
enlightened public opinion. 

I now come to my third and last point. It is an extremely delicate 
matter — the question of Mtrliainmadan representation in the University. 
1 have some experience of the inner working of the Calcutta University 
and I IwUeve 1 can command some amount of confidence from my 
^ubammadan lirathren because I have devoted the whole of my life to 
the study of the achievement and cultuie of the Muhammadans and 
have spent all my time in researches into tlie Islamic contribution to the 
life and thought of India, I therefore cannot be suspected of being 
inimical to tlie Muhammadans. I hope, therefore, my friends Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque and Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah and 
others will believe me when I say that the University is not so one- 
sided or 80 partial a body wdien the Muhammadans are concerned a« 
they think it io be. 

"With regard to the nomination of members of the Senate I may tell 
them that it is done by the Chancellor in consultation with the Vice- 
Chancellor. But their hands are tied to a great extent. Very often. a 
particular vacancy must be filled up exactly by a fellow of the eaine 
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charse^r as the outgoinjr one, e.g., a doc*tor, an engineer, or a degree 
college teacher. 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 should like to say a 

few words on this ? 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. do 1 understand 
that the motions of the other group are also to be move<l now and that 
thereafter those who want to speak on either subjec t will be allowed to 
do so? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: If ycm want to speak alamt the grant of the 
Fniversity, you will have an opportunity of speaking when the motions 
of the other group are moved. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. in rising to speak on the 
difterent motions whicli have been moved this evening 1 feel that 1 am 
not here called upon to defend the policy which has been pursued by the 
Fniversity of (’alcutta during the last few' years. At the same time as 
one wdio happens to be connected with the University, it is my duty to 
point out certain inaccuracies w'hich have crept into the speeches made 
by several members tliis evening and also to explain the attitude which 
some members of the University for whom 1 can speak and the 
University generally have taken on the questions raised. Sir, in the 
first instance I should refer to w’hat has been said by Mauivi Abdul 
Hamid Shall regarding the administration of schools. Sir Jadunatli 
Sarkar has dealt with tlie question rai.sed by him eftectively and I would 
only add this. The Syndicate which under the Regulations 10 
responsible for the grant of recognition to high schools is always most 
sympathetic to the aspirations of public-spirited gentlemen who found 
schools in different distrieds of the provinc'es of Ihmgal and Assam. 
But we have no agen(*y of our own to inquire into the applications 
which are received for the purpose of such affiliations. Our agency in 
this respect is tlm Department of Kilucation dself. Sir, the Minister 
of Education and the Director of Public Instruction who is an ex-oficio 
member of the Syndicate will bear me out when I say that if the 
University has been blamed with regard to its policy towards school 
affiliation, it has Wn blamed bettaiise it haa often erred on the side of 
leniency. Whenever any case has been recommended by the Department 
of Education, the University has never opposcnl affiliation. There have 
been cases, on the other hand, where the department has not found it 
possible to recommend affiliation for some reason or other, and yet if 
tile needs appeared to the University to lie insistent, the University has 
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brushed a^ide the recommendations of the Education Department and 
granted affiliation. I am certain that when the gentlemen concerned 
spoke, they spoke without any positive information. 

Now, Sir, I will take up the question of communal representation. 
It is an extremely delicate matter and I feel a good deal of hesitation 
in dealing with it. Speaking for myself, I should certainly welcome a 
larger number of qualified Muhammadans in the Senate and other 
bodies of the Calcutta University. So far, however, as the particular 
instances mentioned go, I must say with a feeling of regret that some 
of them at any rate should not have been raised by one who himself 
happens to be a member of the Senate. I shall take the case of the 
appointment of Registrar. I happen to be a member of the Syndicate 
and without disclosing any secrets I may just mention very briefly the 
procedure that we adopted in that connection. The post of Registrar 
was about to fall vacant and we advertised for it. We received a number 
of applications. We selected several candidates — it was a sort of 
preliminary selection and amongst them was the Muhammadan 
gentlemen to whom reference has been made this evening. We 
interviewed six of them and the Muhammadan gentleman was one of 
the persons who were interviewed. Then, Sir, after a good deal of 
discussion we came to the conclusion that we would send up two names 
only to the Senate with whom lay the power of final appointment. The 
matter was voted upon entirely on merits and when we excluded the name 
of the Muhammadan, we did so as we thought he was inferior to the other 
two. I can assure every member of the House — and the Director of 
Public Instruction, who was present at the meeting representing 
Government himself, also a powerful champion of Muhammadan 
interests will bear me out when I say that we decided the question 
entirely on merits when we sent up the two other names to the Senate 
for consideration. (Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizri. Haque: Yes, that is 
the difficulty.) Sir, the Khan Bahadur says that this is the diffic\ilty. 
I hope he realises what the difficulty is. The difficulty was and it 
always is that wa proceed in such cases not on communal grounds, but on 
the basis of merits. (Maulvi Abul Kaskm : Were the first and second 
chosen entirely on merits.) Sir, Maulvi Abul Kasem is not yet a member 
of the Senate though I have heard his name mentioned in this connection. 
Sir, he apparently claims to know from outside more than what we do 
from inside. But I can assure him that the proposal which was sent up 
was entirely based on merits. You may not agree with us but I say 
you have no right to impute motives whatsoever. It is not possible for 
me to deal with each and every one of the items which have been referred 
to by my friend Khan Bahadur Aiisul Haque. He referred to the fact 
that a certain Muhammadan gentleman was not ele<^ted a member of the 
Syndicate. At the last annual meeting of the Senate my friend Khan 
Bahadur Aaisul Haque knows that two very distinguished educationists 
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were tlso defeated; I mean Dr. Radha Krishnan and Dr. llrquhart. 
Was that for any communal reason? Was Dr. Urqnhart defeated 
because he happened to be a Christian? Or Dr. Radha Krishnan 
because he was a Hindu? In matters of election one does not always 
know what happens; we ourselves were surprised at the result of the 
election, but to sujrfrcst that when a Muhammadan gentleman was 
defeated, he was defeated because he was a Muhammadan is certainly 
doing us less than justi(‘e. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of [>ersonal 
explanation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not unless the member who is s[>eaking yitdds. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: The time at my disposal is 
very short and I do not like to be interrupted. With regard to the 
allegation that no Muhammadan except Mr. Ashanullah has been elected 
to the Syndicate except for a very short period, I refute that allegation 
entirely. Dr. A. Suhrawardy was elected a member of the Syndicate by 
the entire body of the Senate a few years ago and was there for a full 
term; so was Dr. H. Suhrawardy, the present Vice-Chancellor, elected 
on four or five different occasions. There also have been cases when 
Muhammadans have been elected to the Faculties and Boards but of 
course it may be that more might have been elected. It should not, 
however, be forgotten that nominations to the Senate are not determined 
by the Senate itself. That is a point that was never mentioned in this 
House to-night. The Senate of the Calcutta ITniversity has 100 ordinary 
members, 80 of whom are directly nominated by the Governor of Bengal. 
Surely you cannot blame the ITniversity if the number of Muhammadans 
is what it is, and not more as it should have been according to soma 
members of this House. 

With regard to this question of Moslem representation there is 
another matter to which I (cannot but refer. I hope my Muhammadan 
friends will not misunderstand me because I am saying what I consider 
to be in the best interest of the Muhammadan community. This 
afternoon we have heard a lot — that on the present Senate there are a few 
Muhammadans, on the Students’ Residence Committee there is no 
Muhammadan (although actually there is one) and on the accounts board 
there is no Muhammadan. One of the grotescjue suggestions made was 
that in the P. R. S. and Ph. D., D. Sc. Boards there is no Muhammadan. 
Surely you cannot have a Muhammadan to examine a thesis for Ph. D. 
or P. B. S. simply because he is a Muhammadan ; he must be a competent 
examiner, able to examine a thesis for your highest examinations before 
you can offer it to him. When all this has been said, no member has 
referred to the interest^ the practical interest taken by the Muhammadani 
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in the University. For instance, it has not been pointed out by any 
member to-day as to what benefactions the Muhammadan community 
has made to the University of Calcutta towards the advancement of 
learning?. I have taken this illuminating figure from the University 
(^alendar. Since 1906 the Calcutta University has received benefactions 
to the extent of Rs. 50,70,000 from public spirited gentlemen including 
the princely benefactions which came from three distinguished 
countrymen of ours, Sir Tarak Nath Palit, Sir Rash Behari Ghosh and 
Guruprasad Sinha, Kumar of Khaira, but what is the extent of the 
contribution which has been made by the Muhammadans? Not more 
than Rh. 10,(K)0 or Rs. 11,000 during these 24 years. I am not casting 
any reflection on the great community but all I mean to say is this, 
that the members of the Muhammadan community, along with their 
anxiety to take a larger share in University administration, should also 
come forward and create benefactions in the University which my friend 
Matilvi Tamizuddin Khan said at the beginning of his speech they all 
so much love. Again, Sir, looking at the number of students I find the 
situation e(jually regrettable. If you refer to the number of students 
in the non-professional and professional colleges, you will find there are 
about 20,000 Hindu male students reading in Bengal whereas there are 
only 2,900 Muhammadan students. 

Mtulvi ABUL KASEMS These are our grievanc es. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Yes, these may be your 
grievances but it is not the fault of the Calcutta University. We have 
not asked you to lag behind. Again, while there are dOO Hindu girls 
reading in colleges, there are only 5 Muhammadan girls. So far as 
professional colleges are concerned there are 4,500 Hindu students while 
there are only 800 Muhammadan students. There are Id Hindu girls 
reading in the same colleges and there is not a single Moslem girl. There 
ore 93,000 Hindus in high schools and only 17,000 Moslems; in those 
schools ther# are about 1,500 Hindu girls and 50 Moslem girls. 

A great point was attempted to be made out by my friend Khan 
Bahadur Azieul Haque that the Calcutta University is to be blamed 
because Muhammadan students have mainly pursued Arabic and 
Persian studies, but, Sir, may I ask who has induced them to study only 
Persian and Arabic? 1 find that last year at the various professional 
examinations, there were only 10 Muhammadans out of 160 who passed 
the M. B. examination, there was only one Muhammadan who passed 
the B. E., theri was none ivho passed the B. Com. and none again 
passed the M. Sc. J^ow I ask, Sir, is it the fault of the Calcutta 
University that Muhammadans do not pursue these particular branches 
of study. Let me say this at once that 1 am not blaming any one in 
partiottlar for this state of things but what I say is tl^is : if you. want 
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really to advauce the best interests of the Muhammadan community and 
not the interests of particular individuals, it will not be by merely 
demanding that you should he friven a larger number of posts, or there 
should be a (‘ertain number of Muhammadan clerks amoufrst the clerks 
appointed by the University or that a still larjrer number of Muhammadan 
duf tries should be appointed by the University or that a larjrer number 
of persons should be appointed as members of the Senate or Syndicate. 
Bv all means capture a few more seats but at the same time do your 
level best to create public opinion amonjrst the members of your ffreat 
community so that the fullest advantage may be taken by Moslem young 
men of the educational facilities which are thrown open by the 
University to all, irrespe(‘tive of caste, creed or (immunity. Let your 
claims be broad-based not on population or nuniericul strength but on 
quality and fitness. 

(A voice: Our grievaiuies must be removed before this advantage 
can be taken.) 

There is just another matter to w'hich I should like to refer before 
I take my seat. So many members have spoken to-day but none have 
referred to the present jmsition of Muhammadans in the Education 
Department; both the Minister for Kilucation and the Vice-(’hancelIor 
of the Calcutta University are to-day Muhammadans. So far as the 
Hindus are concerned, tliey Iiave not grudged it; rather they welcome 
this recognition shown to Moslems. (h\r interests T am sure will be safe 
in their hands and so long as they occupy tlieir present olfiites, tliey will 
look not only to the interests of the community to which they belong but 
also to the larger interests of the province as a whole. 

I have heard with some amount of regret a suggestion made by one 
of mv hon’ble friends to the effect that the Moslem Vice-(Miancellor 
can do nothing so long as he is obstructed by the Hindus. I repudiate 
this suggestion as utterly unfounded. That discloses a lamentable 
attitude on the part of our Moslem friends and if that continues to be 
the feeling with which this matter is looked at in future, we shall be 
landed into a still worse position. There is no reason why there should 
be any such misunderstanding. Let us work together in the best interest 
of the province, in the interest of both the great communities, and I am 
sure that my Muhammadan friends will find ample support from every 
shade of opinion so far as the University is concerned. 

KlUlll Bahaikir Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: May 1 rise on a point of 
personal explanation, Sir*' I am afraid Mr. Syamaj)roHad Mookerjee has 
thoroughry misunderstood me. I never said that these Muhammadans 
were excluded because they were Muhammadans. All that I meant to 
aay is that the fact is that they were excludes!, I may also he permitted 
to say that the University complications — about which however I do not 



074 DEMANDS FOB OBANTS. [26th Maum, 

want to discusH — are really very difficult for us Muhammaduns to 
understand. 

Rmrd. B. A. NAG: Sir, 1 am neither a Muhammadan nor a Hindu, 
but 1 belong to a minority community. But I am not sorry in the least 
that my community is not represented in the University to-day. I do 
not. make any speech now, Sir, for the representation of my community, 
but I would only beg my Muhammadan friends to consider that if they 
want to create a better understanding between the Hindus and 
Muhammadans it can not be by ventilating and advertising their 
communal grievances in this way but by basing their demands on 
reasonable grounds. 

Sir, I would like to place before the House certain facts in reference 
to what has been said by the previous speakers ; — 

(1) Under the statutes of the University the Registrar must have 
‘‘experience in University administration.” The Muhammadan 
candidate for the Registrarship had no such i)revious experience and 
hence he was barred out by the rules. 

(2) Examiners are mostly chosen from the actual lecturers in 
colleges. Before the recent creation of the Islarnia (‘ollege, there were 
very few Muslim college teachers except in Persian and Arabic. But 
for some years past Muslim college lecturers have been appointed 
examiners in subjects, like English, History, etc. 

(3) Since 1920 the proportion of Muslim Fellows of the Senate has 
been steadily increased, subject tn the limitation on free choice. Many 
of the Fellows must, under the rules, be college teachers. 

(4) In scienc^e the staff is entirely non-Muliaminadan because when 
the Science College was fitted up, no Muslim scientist was available. 
They are now taking to a scientific education in larger numbers and they 
will be eligible for future vacancies. 

On the Arts side the best brains among the Muslims get much higher 
posts than lectut^whips such as in the Indian Civil Service, Indian Police 
Service, Bengal Civil Service, etc., and therefore they do not apply for 
the lecturerships under the University which ore less well paid. 

Sir, I want to close with only one other word, and that is that I have 
such a high admiration for Sir Jadunath Sarkar that I sat at his feet 
and collected all these facts. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: 1 am not an apologist for 
the Calcutta Uiti versify; and I have never been a member of the 
Syndicate and that it* a fact of which I make a present to the Khan 
Bahadur that like the gentleman whom he named I have been excluded 
both by the registered graduates and the Chancellor from the Calcutta 
University. Nevertheless, Sir, I claim to have some knowledge and 
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expenance of University affairs, having been long connected with a 
sister University in this province, and from that point of view I shall 
try to examine some of the arguments which have been adduced before 
the House to-day. Sir, Mr. Abul Kasem has referred to the fall in the 
standard of education imparted by the Calcutta University. I know 
that this is a cry which has been raised for some years past. Well, it is 
easy enough for questions like these to take big jumps into vague 
generalities where there are no materials upon which we can base a solid 
judgment. The materials which Mr. Abul Kasem has placed before 
us are, I must say, too academic to be sufficient for the purpose of 
judging the standard of education. For instance, the opinion of the 
Principal of the Kayastha Pathsala quoted by him — who I do not think 
is a sufficiently competent judge of Calcutta University graduates, — 
is not worth the least consideration. It has been said that in the I. C. S. 
examinations our Calcutta University graduates have proved a worthless 
lot. Sir I have not examined the figures but I can congratulate the 
graduates of our University on their having proved less diligent about 
these public services than the graduates of other Universities. Put then 
what about the other branches of service on which the worth of the 
education these students receive ought pre-eminently to be judged? (A 
voice: Ijaw.) Not the department of law but the department of 
science; the department of culture. The contributions of Calcutta 
University graduates to the cause of research in all subjects have far 
outrun the contributioiiH of the graduates of all the other universities in 
India. That is a fact which certainly is of far greater importance than 
the number of candidates who have been able to enter into a Service by 
competitive examination or by backdoor entrances. And that is a 
matter which I find has been significantly omitted in all considerations 
of the work of the Calcutta University graduates. Here we have got a 
certain test, a test which cannot be denied: a test, judged by which the 
Calcutta University stands out pre-eminent. On the contrary, with 
regard to the services, there are numerous factors w^hich operate. The 
brilliant University students of to-day are not as fond now of careers, as 
for scholastic success, they were fonder of entering the Public Services 
in the past. I have known of several students who have refused to sit 
for a competitive examination because they said that they would rather 
like to appear for their M. A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will hear Dr. Sen Gupta further to-morrow. 

I now adjourn the Council till 3 p.m., to-morrow. 


Adjoumineitt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Friday, the 27th 
March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Li^islative Cotmcil aesembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The CouNriL met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 27th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon ’hie Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive (council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 106 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Erosion of the Noakhali town. 

*166. Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that 
Noakhali town is apprehended to l>e again ermled very rapidly if no 
protective measures be undertaken before the coming rainy season? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate and Collector has sub- 
mitted a report to the (loveriiineiit dealing with the necessity of such 
measures l)eing undertaken l>efore the next monsoon? 

(r) Will the Hoirble Member be j)len8ed to state whether the Govern- 
ment propose to undertake any protective measures? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state when those measures and what kind of measures 
will be undertaken? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Collector of Noakhali has submitted a Bundh 
Scheme to the Government for approval? 

if) If so, do the Government intend to approve of that scheme? 

{g) If the answer to if) is in the affirmative, when is the scheme 
likely to be worked out? 

(h) What #ill be the estimated cost for working out the scheme? 

(t) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state from what source 
the fund is proposed to be raised? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Noakhali town is being eroded 

for the last 10 or 15 yeartP 
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(Jfc) Js it a fact that the Government have not yet undertaken any 
protective measures against the erosion? 

(l) Is it a fact that last year it was so apprehended that if no pro- 
tective measure was undertaken before the coming rainy season 
Noakhali town might have been washed away? 

(m) Is it a fact that the Government exj>ert8, though repeatedly 
requested, could not devise any scheme workable at a reasonable cost 
for the protection of the town? 

(fi) Is it a fact that they advised the Government to shift the tovTiP 

(0) Is it a fact that the Noakhali district board and municipality, 
with the permission and help of the Government, has constructed a 
hundh acconling to the scheme of the Town Protection Committee, 
across the Noakhali khal? 

(р) Is it a ftu't that as a result of the said hundh ert)sion reused, the 
khal below the hundh was being silted up and Government properties 
worth lakbs of rupees were saved? 

{q) Is it a fact — 

(i) that Goveniment*s contribution towards the fund for the said 
hundh is Its. 15,000 only; and 

(7/) the public with the district board and the municipality con- 
tributed about three times as much? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hofi*ble AlhadJ Sir Abdelkerim Ghuniavi): (a) It is possible that 
erosion may occur. 

(h) Yes. 

(с) If investigation shows that it is possible to devise an effective 
scheme at a reasonable c-ost and funds are available. Government will 
consider it. 

(<f) This cannot be stated at present. 

(e) Yes, a copy of the District Engineer’s scheme was submitted 
informally. 

(/) No. 

(^), (h) and (t) Do not arise. 

(/) Yes. 

(k) Yes ; but Gh>vemment contributed Rs. 16,000 towards the cost of 
a hundh. 

(1) It was apprehended that more or less serious erosion might take 
place. 

(in) Yes. 
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Qjiwmem. 




(n) No; bot GoTernmeni woro asdwxMtd to inabe pi^Uiiiiiiar^r JUTOligo* 
ments for constructing^ new buildings in case tbe old ones were waslM»d 
away. 

(o) Yes, in 1980, but it had to be cut to prevent damage in Gte 
Chaumohani area. 

(p) Some silting took place and erosion was partially checked. It 
cannot be said whether Government property worth lakhs of rupees 
would have been washed away if the hundh had not been made. 

(q) (i) Tee. 

(m) It may be so, but Government have no accounts. 

BilHl Hem OHANDRA ROY OHOUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when the investigation referred to in answer 
(<;) is likely to be completed? 

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKtRIM CHUINAVI: It is difficult 
to say. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any protective measures are to be 
taken before the coming rainy season? 

Tha Hon’bla AlliadJ Mr ABOE^KBRHN GHUZNAVI: Government 
is perfectly aware of all the facts; and if measures are to be taken, they 
will be taken in due time. 

BMNI HEM CHANDRA ROY OHOVDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what measures Government are now taking 
to stop the erosion? 

The Hon’bla Alhaiq Mr ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Government 
are at present considering a scheme. 

BMlu HIM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: In view of the 
answers, to questions (m) and (p) does Government propose devising 
any working scheme to stop the erosion and does Government propose 
to contribute a suitable amount to the Town Protection Committee in 
<>onnection with this work? 

Tilt Hon’blf AUiidJ Mr ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: The scheme 
which was prepared by Government experts will cost several lakhs of 
rupees and it i^^not possible lor Government at present to sanction this, 
but I may inform the hon'ble member that a scheme which has been 
submitted by the "Collector is being considered by the acting Chief 
Engineer who will, I have no doubt, be able to hnd out wbeiher it ia 
workable or not. 
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ROY OHOIIDHURIt ICy QiMitioix 

wHetto in view of tlie fact ttat Government may approve of some 
workable scheme, they intend to contribute a suitable sum to the 
carrying out of the scheme in order to complete the work? 


Tha Hwimii Affinal Sir AROetKERIMt CHUtNAVI: I have 
nothing to add. 


Mitffvi 8YKD MAillD BAK8H: Is the Government aware that a 
bund has been erected by the Town Protection Committee? 


The Hofi’ble AlhadJ 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: That does 
not arise. 

^ HEM OHANORA ROY CHOUDHURI; WiU the 

laon ble Member be pleased to state whether Government experts 
would be able to devise a workable scheme within a very short time, 
that is, before the rains? 

Th* Hon'ble Alhad) Sir AlOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I have no 
doubt that Government experts will be able to devise a scheme, but as 
regards the time it will take, I have not gone into this; so I cannot 
give a definite answer. 


SuMianktri Oaura in SaiHnin. 

•te?. Babu BATTA KINRAR BAH AKA: Will the Honble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state— 

(») whether any amount has been sanctioned for the improvement 
of the Subhankari Daura in the district of fiankura ; 

(u) if the answer to (t) is in the affirmative, the amount sane- 
tioned; and 

(fit) if the answer is in the negative, the reason of the siid Daura 
(channel) being neglected? 

TIM Hmi’M# AIIni^ Sir ABDBLKiRIM OHUMAVII (i) No 

amount has been sanctioned for the improvement of the Subhankifi 
Baura, but. money has been provided for investigathm of the project. 

(u) In 1928-29 Rs. 200, 1929^ Bs. 500, 1930-31 Bs. 545, bmM 
Bs. 675 in the budget for 1931-32. 

(m) Does not arise. 
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Babu AtuI Cfiamlra Clioaa» lata Attlstarrt Jaiforp Haoghly Ml. 

*168. Mauivi ABDUB BAM AD S (a) Is tHe Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware that Babu Atul 
Chandra Ghose, late Assistant Jailor, Jloogihly Jail, resigned his 
service after putting in 11 years* good and meritorious services in the 
Jail Department? 

(/>) If the answer to (o') is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
MemWr be pleased to state the circumstances under which he resigned? 

(c) Is it a fact that his resignation was due to the allotment of 
heavy additional duties which were never done before bv any Assistant 
Jailor? 

(d) Is it not a fact that additional duties were imposed upon him 
at the instance of the present Jailor? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Assistant Jailor protested against the 
high-hande<l and arbitrary conduct of the Jailor in the administration 
of the Hooghly Jail? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the said Babu Atul Chandra 
Ghose, after his resignation, has submitted memorials to the Inspector- 
General of Prisons and to the Chief Secretary' making serious allegations 
against the present Jailor? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether Govemment are considering the 
desirability of directing an inquiry’ into the allegations? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the constant transfers of the subordinate 
staff in the HcK)ghly Jail are mainly due to the report of the present 
Jailor against his subordinates? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILB) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'bla Bir Provash Chimiier Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(h) On his return from medical leave he found his health did not 
permit of his performing the duties allotted to him and stated that if 
he could not ba transferred he wished his letter to be considered as 
a letter of resignation. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

(e) I have no information beyond the fact that nothing to this 
effect was mentioned in his letter of resignation. 

(/) No sudb memorial has been received by the Inspector-General 
of Prisons. A'letter forwarding a copy of bis letter of resignation 
has been reo^ved by the Chief Secretary. In this letter no specific 
allegations are made against the Jailor. 

(9) No. 

(h) No. 
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MWiivi SYED MAJID EAKEH: WUI the Hon’Ue Member be 
pleased to state why, on bis return from leave, it was found that bis 
health did not permit of much work, he was given his duties P 


The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Because they 
were his usual duties. 


Mluivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Was it not proper for the 
superior officer to allot him duties which he could have performed? 

The Hoii’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No. 

Mauivi ABDU8 8AMAD: Was he not allowed to state hie 
grievance before his resignation was accepted? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Certainly if he 
had put in any grievance, it would have been considered, but if an 
officer puts in his resignation, there is no need to consider any 
grievance. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Was any step taken against 
giving such hard work? 

Tha HoiPble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No hard work 
was given. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Did he make any 
allegations against anybody? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I understand 
there are no specific allegations against anybody. 

Maufvi ABDUS SAMAD: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased td 
state whether the duties imposed upon him were not sur^h as it would 
be impossible for any one to perform them in addition to other duties? 

The Hoffi’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Not if he was 

inclined to do the work. 


Mr, SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Were no inquiries made 
as to the cause of his resignation ? 

The llofi’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If be had not 

reeigned and complaint had been made, I w^ould have had inquiries 
made, but when an officer resigns, he cannot expect any inquiries to 
be made. 



m mwmm c^th mam, 

JlCen^jber ccmajdex th^ a(iy^bjjUty of laakiog inquineaP 

Tilt Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. 


Elaotiofi of tht local boaril in the Narail subdivision. 

Mr. K. €, RAY CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mmisttr 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the villages in which centres of polling booths 
were located at the time of the last election of the local board in the 
Narail subdivision in the district of Jessore; and 

(ii) the names oi the villages in which polling booths have been 
located for the ensuing election? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (i) (ii) 

A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement fs/erred to in the ansu'er to tiarred question No, 


Polling booths in Narail subdivision. 
Narail P. S. 

1 . 

i. 


Ensuing election- 

Narail tbana compound. 1. 

Ifnwl Town Hall. 2. 

Habakhali IMux)! at Pajarkhali. 3. 


Last eiectUm- 
Narail tbana compound. 
Namil Town Hall. ^ 
Bagdanga. 


Abhoynagar P. S. 

Ensuing election. Last election. 

4. Abhoynagiar thana compound. 4. Abhoynagar thana compound. 

5. Peruli School. 6. Peruli School. 

« Alfadanga P. S. 

Ensuing election. Last election, 

6. Alfadanga thana compound. 6. Alfadanga thana compound. 
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Lcdia^ora P. S. 

Last election, 

7. Dighalia. 

8. liohagora. 

9. Teligati. 

Naragfanti P. S. 

Ensuing election. IaisI election. 

10. Ihimuria Board School. 10. Naraganti thana coiniwmnd. 

11. Kalia School. 11. Kalia. 

UnsUirrMl Questions 

(answers te which were lalil on the tahle). 

Mr. Bepin Behiry Cingiiiit lately a detenu. 

108. Maulvf H ASSAM ALIS (a) Is the Hon’hle Member in 
chargee of the Politio4il (Jails) Department aware that Mr. Bepin 
Behary (languli, a Councillor to the Corporation of Calcutta, has been 
placed in class III? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what class he 
is entitled to under the rules according to his social status? 

(c) Is it a fact that he has lost 16 pounds in weight? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the aifirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(«) Have the Government considered whether the Ios.h of weight 
is due to the *‘C*’ class prisoners’ food supplied to him? 

(/) Is it a fact that he was made to walk all the way from Sealdah 
to Howrah station with handcuffs on and a rope tied round his waist 
while being transferred from the Berhampore Jail to the Midnapore 
Central Jail ? 

(g) Are the Gosremment considering the desirability of placing him 
in division I in view of his higher social status? 

Thu Hou’iito Sir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(6) He spears to have been eligible for classification in a bigher 
division. 

(c) No. He gained 4 lbs. 

<d) Dm net aarsse. 


Ensuing election, 

7. Dighalia School. 

8. Lohagora School. 

9. Teligati School. 
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(e) The gain in weight indicates that his diet was adequate. 

(/) He did not pass through Calcutta. 

(g) He has been released. 

MttUlvi HAS8AN ALI S TV^ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 

state whether with regard to answer (h) (inaudible in the 

Reporters’ gallery)? 

Thi Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER; It was not 

possible for Government. 


Slippy of moMfuito ourtains to the prisoners in Mymensingh Jail. 

104. Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether any instructions have been issued to the 
Mymensingh Jail authorities to permit the friends or relations of the 
prisoners in the said jail to supply mosquito curtains for the prisoners? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(/) when were the instructions issued; and 

(tt) whether it is a fact that the Jailor of the Mymensingh Jail 
has been refusing to accept the offer of mosquito curtains 
for the prisoners? 

Tha Hon’Ma 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) On 19th February, 1931. 

(») Ho. 

Kliiii Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the instructions issued refer to both 
political and ordinary prisoners? 

Tha Hon’bla 8lr PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for 
notice. 

Khan Bahadbr Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Will the Hon’ble Member 

be pleased to tell u*' whether he would be prepared — (inaudible 

in the Reporters’ gallery)? 


Tha Han’bia 8lr PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yea. 
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NoiHifllelal visitors In oortain Jails. 

m Babu 8UK LAL MAC: (a) Will the Eon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the year 1930 — 

(i) a list of non-official visitors to the Hooghly District Jail and 
the subsidiary jails at Serampore and Arambagh; 

(u) the number of days in the roster on which each of them was 
required to visit the jails ; 

(iii) the number of days attended by each of them; and 

(tv) w’hether any of the non-official visitors were allowed to visit 
the jail on days other than those on which they were asked 
to attend? 


(h) Did any of them record complaints of jwisonors or offer any 
suggestion ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ hie Member lie pleasetl to state the nature 
of the complaint or suggestion rec^irded by each of them and the 
action taken thereon ? 

The Hon’ble Air PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) A state- 
ment giving the information is laid ou the table. 

(6) and (c) In Hooghly Jail two visitors recorded complaints or 
suggestions once each, regarding supply of soap for washing and oil 
for inunction and quality of vegetables. Suitable action was taken 
by the Superintendent according to the rules. 

In Serampore Sub-Jail, Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai made some 
suggestions which together with the action taken on them are shown 
below : — 

(1) To supply under-trial prisoners with mustard oil for bathing — 
Oil was suppli^ for the purpose every Sunday during winter season. 

(2) To supply one prisoner with second cloth — Supplied. 

(3) Shaving and hair-cutting of prisoners— Jail Code rule 660 ia 
followed. 

(4) Supply of bins at prisoners' own cost — ^This is prohibited under 
the rules. 

(J) Stfpplying one prisoner with tea in the morning — This was 
supidied. 

In Arambagh Sub-Jail— None of the visitors made any complaint or 
suggestions. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to olawe (a) of unetarred question 

No. m. 


Names of non-official viaitors. 

No. of 
days on 
roster. 

No. of 
viute by 
each. 

Viflite to jails on days 
other than roster. 


HOOOHLY JAIL. 



I 

1 

1 . 

Babu Atul Chandra Chaudhury 

2 

2 


2. 

Bai Satia Chandra Mukharji 





Bahadur 

3 

2 

No one visited the jaU. 

2 . 

Khan Bahadur Mozharul Anwar 





Chaudhury 

3 

3 


4. 

Babu Tarak Nath Mukharji 

3 

3 


S. 

Babu Amarendra Nath Chatterji 

3 



•6. 

Miaa Jean H. Armour (lady 





viaitor) 

(Not on 

2 




roster) 




8ERAMPORE SUB-JAIL. 




1. 

Babu Puma Charidra Chatterji j 

17 

9] 

Yes ; two visitors visited 

2. 

Hat Mahendra Chandra Lahiri 


the jail on two days and 


Bahadur 

17 

HJ 

seven days respectively. 

a. 

Babu Munindra Deb Rai 





Mahaaai 

8 

6 



ARAMBAGH SUB-JAIL. 




1. 

Dr. Jiban Hari Samanta 

13 



2. 

Babu Satyendra Narayan 



No one visited the jail. 


Addya 

13 

ej 



«Cbu HfM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDYfURI: (Inaudible in the 
Heportera* jfallery). 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDRfi M1TTER: It must be. 
Beyond that I cannot say. If you M^ant any further information, I 
must ask for notice. 


RwiiitiMiit of Sanitiry Impoitorf. 

108. MwdM MUHARIMAD PAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local SeU-Govemment Department be 
pleased to say how many sanitary inspectors have been recruited 
•during the last five years and how many of them are Moslems and 
non-Moslems district by district? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the general policy 
followed in recruiting ’sanitary inspectors? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the present principle of 
mdsttittiiig candidates for sanitary training by district quota secures a 
less number of appointments to the Moslem community? 









QUEsnoirs. 


m 


Is tjie Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of selecting 
Moslsitt candidates for sanitary training on the basis of the province as 
a whole and thereafter to. distribute successful trained inspectors to the 
several districts according to their requirements? 

The Hon'lile Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(b) Government have issued no orders about general jiolicy, but 
copies of the rules for admission to these classes and a statement of the 
procedure followed are laid on the table. 

(c) No. 

(d) The proc'edure for admisKion to the Sanitary Inspectors* Tlasses 
and its effect on employment in this capacity among the vaiious com- 
munities will be further examined. 


Statement referred to in the reply to rlavse (a) of nnstarred que.^fion 

No, m. 

List of Sanitary Inspectors employed in the skvkrai, districts 
CNDER THE RuRAL PcHLIC HeALTH OH(iANISATION. 



District. 

Hindus. 

MufilinM. 

Others. 

1 . 

Burdwan 

14 

1 

I 

2. 

Birbhom 

IS 

Nil. 


S. 

Banktxra 

18 

1 


4. 

Midnapore 

32 

1 


6. 

Hooghly 

15 

Nil. 


fl. 

Howrah 

10 

Nil. 


7. 

24-Fmrgmum , . 

S3 

1 


8. 

Nadia 

22 

3 


9. 

Murshidabad 

17 

3 


10. 

Jeeaore 

22 

2 


11 . 

Khulna 

21 

1 


12. 

Rajshahi 

21 

3 


13. 

Dinajpur 

25 

5 


14. 

Jalpaiguri 

7 

3 

2 

15. 

Rangpur 

22 

8 


15. 

Bogra 

6 

5 


17. 

Pabna 

14 

2 


18. 

Malda 

9 

6 


10. 

Dacca 

25 

5 


20. 

Mymensing^ 

27 

24 


%h 

Faridpur 

20 

1 


n. 

Bakarganj 

22 

8 



OhiUagoQg 

9 

9 

2 

24. 

Tlppera 

15 

5 


25. 

Koakhah 

3 

11 
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Statement deferred to in the reply to clanise (b) of unstated question 

No. 106. 

The usual procedure followed in makiupf selections of the candidates 
for the Sanitary Inspectors* Class is as follows: — 

1. Applications are received and tabulated in the office of the 
Director of Public Health. 

2. On a date previously arranged, these applications are placed 
before the Selection Committee, constituted under the orders of the 
Director, and having, as its members, the Assistant Director of Public 
Health, Presidency Circle, a representative of the Sanitary Engineer, 
the teacher of the Sanitary Inspectors* Class and myself. The Director 
of Public Health has presided over the deliberations of the Committee 
for the last five or six years. 

3. All the applications are gone over one by one, district by dis- 
trict, and the merits of each candidate judged. 

4. The minimum educational qualification, according to the rules, 
is the Matric pass certificate. For Hindu candidates, preference is 
given always to an I. Sc. of whom we get a sufficiency. As regards 
Musulmans, the paucity of their numbei’s compels the Committee to 
accept even a 2nd tuid not infrequently a 3rd division Hatric pass certi- 
ficate. A similar concession is made for backward communities. 

5. After the preliminary selection is made selected candidates are 
oskeii by means of registered letters to appear before the Committee, 
personally, with their testimonials and certificates iu original on a sub- 
sequent date; these are examined and so is the health of each candi- 
date, after which they are finally selected for admission. 

6. There is no definite quota fixed for any district. If sufficient 
number of candidates is not available for a certain district, the defi- 
ciency is made up by drawing upon the neighbouring districts. 


BENGAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 

Bulks foe thh Training, Qualifications, Duthes and Apbointments 
OF Sanitary Inspectors in the Presidency of Bengal, 

V /• — Admission. 

1. For the training and examination of prospective candidates for 
employment as Sanitary Inspectors in Bengal, a training class is main- 
tained by the Provincial Government at the Calcutta Technical School^ 
No. 110, Corporation Street. 



QUESTIONS. 


^ No candidate shall be admitted to the class who~» 

(a) is not a native of or domiciled in the Presidency ; 

(b) is less than 20 or moi'e than 23 years of age on the 1st January 

of the year for which admission is wanted ; 

(c) has not passed the Matriculation or higher examination of the 

Calcutta University or the Final Examination of the 11 Class 
Examination Board; 

(d) does not possess a satisfactory certificate of good moral 

character from a person of recogni.sed laisition ; and 

(e) does not produce a medical cediticate of health and jihysical 

fitness for active outdoor work from a registered medical 
practitioner. 

3. Ever}’ application for admission shall contain the following 
particulars : — 

(a) applicant’s name in full ; 

(b) apjdicant’s religion and ca,ste ; 

(c) applicant’s age on the Ist Januniy; 

(d) applicant’s native district or iK*rmanent domicile; 

(e) applicant’s place of education (name of scliool or college); 

(/) applicant’s educational qualifications (exiuuination and divi- 
sion) ; 

(ff) applicant’s permanent address with names of nearest jiolice- 
station, post and telegraph offices; 

(h) applicant’s certificate of moral character; 

(i) applicant’s certificate of physical fitness; 

(;*) applicant’s present appointment or employment ; and 

(k) applicant’s full postal address to which communications should 
be addressed. 

4. Not more than sixty candidates shall lie admitted to each (‘lass, 
the allotment being made representative of Bengal on the Ixisis of their 
native districts and religions, as far as practicable. 

5. Eligible candidates shall be called for personal interview by the 
Selection Committee before they are selected for admission. 

6. Every selected candidate shall pay in advance a fee of fifty 
rupees for tuition in each section of the class and a separate feei of five 
rupees foi* his examination in each section. No fee once paid shall be 
refunded ttuder any circumstance. Failed candidates shall pay similar 
fees for tuition and examination. For securing re-admissiwi, every 
failed c>andidate shall apply and deposit his tuition fee within a week 
ef the declaration of the examination results. 
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7. Every new elaee shall oomaiefiee on ihe first Mondi^ in Jaafiaiy 
and July which is not a gazetted holiday and shall last till thei middle 
of the following December and June, respectively. 

KlMfi Bahadur Mauhri AZfZBL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether adequate steps were taken to 
advertise these? 

The Hoffl’bia Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH RDYl I have nothing 
more to add. 

IChaii Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in the district of Mymensingh while there are 24 men 
there are few in other districts? 

The Hon’bla Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROYt These 

appointments do not lie with the Minister; they lie with the local 
bodies. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be surprised to hear that the local bodies do not appoint 


Mr. PRBilDBNT: I cannot allow you to put a supplementary 
question in that form. 

Khan Bahadur Maului AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that it is not the 
district board but the Director of Public Health who makes these 
appointments ? 

Tha HtNPbla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I must ask for 
notice. 


DEMANDS POR CfTANTt. 

The discussion under the h«id “31. — Education (Transferred)'* was 
then resumed. 

Dr. MAMSH GIMIIORA SIN GUPTA: I was telling the House 
yesterday, that ^ was not satisfied that the standard of the Calcutta 
tFniversiiy had deiel^rated. That does not mean that 1 am satistad 
with the standard of the University or of any Indian University. 1 
ihyit the students to isork much harder and attain a much higher 
standard than they do now. With regard to the arguments that wsm 
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laad# 9«giirdin|f th« administration of the University, I would ask the 
hon members to remember that the University ougrht to be allowed 
complete control of their administration and these matters ought not 
to be brought before this Council. This Council, I do not hesitate to 
say, is not competent to deal with such questions. The University, aa 
has beeh pointed out by previous speakers, ought to he made 
autonomous with regard to the details of its administration. The only 
way in which the Council can control the University is hy means of 
legislation. With regard to this and other matters, I should like to 
point out that in all matters relating to the University, the paramount 
consideration ought to be the interest of the students. In all the 
arguments that have been adduced, I have not heard erne word as to how 
the students of the University, Hindu or Mussalnmn, have suffered. 
The first question is how the manner of University administration haa 
affected the students and this point of view ought always to be borne 
in mind. In regard to this I would ask the House to remember that the 
University with its expert administrators are in a far l)etter position 
to judge this than we are in this Council. The question is not how 
many persons or which person would he able to get the benefit of the 
University, but how the students are to secure the best advantage and 
get the best education. It is not a question of Hindu or Mussalman 
members of the Senate, but a question of how far Mussalman studenta 
benefit by the work of the University. There would hove been some 
justification for the grievances made if it had been shown that as a 
matter of fact, the Muhammadans had suffered any disadvantage in 
respect of their studies or they have been hampered in attaining to the 
higher standards. On the contrary, notliing like tliat has been said Ity 
any one. 

With regard to the question of Muhammadan representation in the 
University and various bodies, I agree with my hon’ble friends here 
who have made a grievance of this. It is a pity that there are not 
more Muhammadan representatives in the various bodies; this is a 
matter to be regretted, and I, for one, would he delighted to find 
Muhammadans and Hindus working shoulder to shoulder in the 
University. It is one thing, however, to say that there ought to have 
been more Muhammadans in the University and quite another to say 
that more Muhammadans must be put in there. You have got to take 
into account the fact that the Muhammadans as a community were 
somewhat late in taking to education. Of course it will be recognised 
thi^ the University is a matter entirely for educated people. As the 
Muhammadans were late in taking education, the Hindus have had a 
good start of them. Naturally, therefore, they have got a start in the 
adsainistraiion of the University also. That is a historical fact. But 
the Muhammadans are making headway, they are taking trmendoiia 
strides and 1 m am ^ progress that hat been maiiitiineil 

i$' xeotnt years is not meb as to cause disappeintment to tile 
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Muhammadan community or to those who are interested in them. It 
will be remembered that in the Senate of the Calcutta University there 
are 28 Hindus against 16 Muhammadans; that does not compare 
unfavourably with the ratio between the number of Hindu and 
Muhammadan graduates. Well, I am sure, in a very short time this 
representation will be improved not only by nomination but also by 
election. With regard to that, I ought to tell the House that seats in 
the Senate filled by election are voted for by registered graduates. 
Well, it is up to the Muhammadan graduates to register themselves in 
Bufficient numbers to enable them to stand for election; if they do not 
do so, it is their own fault. Then it will be seen that out of the total 
number of seats, 80 per cent, are filled by nomination. And as my 
friend Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar has pointed out, in making nominations 
the authorities have not a completely free hand. Therefore, I think, 
that although we might desire to see a larger number of Muhammadans 
in the Governing Body of the University, it will take a little time to 
make up the number. These are the things we have got to take into 
account when you are considering the University Act with regard to 
the representation of the various bodies associated with the Senate. 
Well, Sir, all things being considered, I do not think there is any 
•cause for disappointment by my Muhammadan friends. In any case 
1 would ask my Muhammadan friends to remember that in these matters 
the paramount interest is the interest of the students. I do not think 
that by insisting on communal representation in the various bodies, 
they are really serving the best interests of the students of their own 
community. I do not want to go into further detail into this matter, 
but I will say that as soon as you recognise that a person has got to be 
placed in a position in which he will be able to control the educational 
policy not by reason of specific qualification but by reason of community 
to which he belongs, you are making for trouble for students. I am 
speaking this from my personal experience in another University, but 
I do not want to go into further details. 

Mauivi SAM AD: Mr. President, Sir, I cannot congratulate 

Ehan Bahadur Asiiul Haque for raising the communal question in the 
apirit in which it has been raised, and for his sweeping imputation of 
partiality levelled against the University authorities in the matter of 
•employment of Muslim candidates, specially at a time when both the 
Education Minister and the Vice-Chancellor hapf>en to be Muham- 
madans. As regards the specific instances of partiality, referred to in 
£han Bahadur’s speech, Mr. S. P. Mookerjee has given a fitting reply 
nnd I cannot anything more to it. Sir, in making the imputation^ 
the Khan Bah^ur h|i8 taken up an attitude which is quite inoonamMt 
with his views in pwtics and education* He beiongs^ I hdievei tp 
neqiien of Musliin community who have been prcmlaiuimg front 
tops that the B^us are our enemies and axe, 
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of our trust, and for that reason advocate segregation in 
polices and education. It is undignified for a man to seek favour from 
another whom he cannot trust and whom he regards as his enemy. 
This i^itude is just like the attitude of a man who places one hand at 
the throat and the other at the feet of another. The sooner the Muslim 
community gives up this policy and attitude, the better for the 
community. Sir, the Hindus are not angels. They are after all 
human beings and as such must have the weaknesses and frailties 
common to all human beings. There are selfish Hindus who may be 
unsympathetic towards the Muslims, but to impute selfishnesvs and 
partiality to the Hindu community as such k nothing short of gross 
perversion of truth. I can say, Sir, from my experience of 25 years 
of public life that the heart of the great Hindu community is all right. 
They are dying for unity and co-operation and in the larger interests 
of the country are prepared to be not only just but generous towards 
the Muslims in the settlement of communal problems, including 
services and other matters. But we have been persistently rejecting 
their offer of friendship and co-operation and following the suicidal 
policy of separation and distrust, we are always inclined to magnify 
their faults and shortcomings, but forget to acknowledge out 
indebtedness to them. We forget that the magnificent endowment of 
Bs. 50 lakhs, referrefl to by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, is intended 
for the benefit of all classes of students iiTespective of tlieir caste or 
creed. We forget that 99 per cent, of the private scdiools and colleges 
are maintained and financed by the Hindu community and therein 
special facilities are provided for the education of the Mu.slim students. 
Assuming for the sake of argument that the Hindus are wicked and 
selfish, what do we expect to gain by following a policy of separation ? 
The interests of the two communities are inseparably interwoven, and 
one cannot do without the help and co-operation of the other. From 
my ten years^ experience as vice-chairman of the Murshidabad district 
board, I know that we gain much by co-operation. I have, by 
appealing to the sense of justice of the Hindu chairman and the Hindu 
members, secured many advantages and benefits for my community 
which they did not previously enjoy. If our claim be just and right, 
and pressed in a spirit of sweet reasonableness, it is bound to appeal 
and meet with success. Sir, there is another aspect of the question. 


The Hindu community happen to occupy a predominant position in 
wvmy sphere of life, and as such are in a position to do great harm or 
good than the Muslims. Self-interest, if nothing else, demands that 
should court tlieir friendship and not their diapl^tfure. 


Sir, there is a section of the Muslim community, a 
section, who, for their own personal interest, are 
"tn betray the cause of the country and eren of tibeir own 
I refer. Sir, to their attitude towards the questiim df 
They system of communil eieotaates haa 
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done tliem more harm than good, they know that it has alienated the 
sympathy of the Hindus towards the Muslims, and has brought in its 
train communal tension and communal riots; they know that under 
such a system fanaticism and conservatism has been given an 
opportunity to exercise a baneful influence in politics and has thereby 
retarded the much needed social reforms and educational progress 
among the Muslim community to a very large extent. They know all 
this and still they must have separate electorate. 1 have reason to 
believe, Sir, that the Muslim eommunalists are playing the game of 
the bureaucracy and are helping it in its policy of divide and rule. 
They pose as the friends of the Muslim community. God save the 
Muslims from their so-called friends. 


8-80 p.m. 

Sir, the Muslims complain of their backwardness in education and 
other matters. Backward they are, but pray who is responsible for 
thisP Sir, the Muslims of India, like the Jews of the old, are labouring 
under a mistaken notion that they are the chosen people of God and 
that their deliverance would come from Heaven without any effort or 
sacrifice on their part. This is a sad delusion. God never helps those 
who do not know how to help themselves. We fail to move with the 
time, we fail to understand the real teaching of the Great Prophet of 
Arabia; but instead we stick to mere dogmas and formalities which 
retard human progress, ‘‘Seek knowledge from the cradle to the 
grave, “seek knowledge even if you get it in China, “the acquisition 
of knowledge is equally compulsory to men and women” are a few of 
the sayings of the Great Prophet. The knowledge at one time was 
interpreted as religious knowledge to be acquired through Arabic and 
this is the reason why the Muslims took to English education at least 
50 years later than the other communities. Now, though their idea 
of knowledge tea ^ changed, the fascination of Arabic, Persian and 
Urdu still remains. A Bengali Muslim student must learn all these 
foreign tongues besides English and how can he be expected to compete 
with the Hindu students P Sir, Bengal contains about one-third of the 
total Muslim population of India. They speak the same language with 
the Hindus of Bengal and their culture, manners, habits and mode of 
living are more akin to the Hindus than to the Muslima of Western 
India. But poor Muslims of Bengal! Their educational policy 
entrusted to and* shaped by persons who have not only no touch with 
the vast Muslim po^plation of Bengal but whose cultural affinity is 
more akin to Muslu^ of Western India than to Muslims of 
the result has been disastrous. The system of education prevailiiig in 
maktabs and madrasahs is against their taste and genius, but still ihey 
must submit to it. The system of segregation in education has beem 
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stro^fly criticised in the Hartog Committee Report and also in the 
annttal Education Administration Reports of Bengal but to no effect. 
Then take the case of female education. The same spirit of 
conservatism, which stood in the way of the education of the Muslim 
hoys, stands now in the way of the education of Muslim girls. Sir, 
purdah and female education cannot go together. If the Muslim 
leaders are really anxious to educate the Muslim girls, they must take 
steps to relax the rigidity of the purdah. But this all-important social 
reform they do not venture to initiate for fear of offending the Mullas 
whose support, under the present system, plays a very important part 
at tile time of Council elections. Sir, the laws of nature are everywhere 
the same and equally applicable to all. God has not made different 
laws for the Muslims. If they fail to follow these laws, they must lag 
behind in the race of human progre.ss. No useful purpose would be 
served by accusing the Hindus of partiality and communalism. 


Sir, at this critical juncture of Indian Mussalroans, a leader of the 
calibre of Sir Syed Ahmad is absolutely necessary. But under the 
existing constitution the advent of such a leader is well-nigh 
impossible. 


I cannot conclude luy speech without drawing the attention of my 
Muslim friends to the well known couplet of the great Persian poet 
Sadi, whicli, wIhmi ti’anslated, ruiiH tliim: am afraid, tdi I Vo 

pilgrim, you will never reach your place of de.«tination, riV., the Holy 
Kaaba, because the path you are following would lead you to Turkestan 
and not to Mecca.” 


Wi Ls TRAVERS • Mr. President, we British hesitate very 
much to take part in a debate which has become communal, because we 
are charged with keeping alive the embers of the fire of communalism. 
I take this opportunity of denying that accusation. 

But in regard to this debate, it seems to u.s that there is one 
distinguished Muhainiuadaii gentleman at the head of the Education 
Department, and another the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
IJniTersity, Mr. Nazimuddin and Colonel Suhrawardy. These gentlemen 
have our confidence. They have the confidence of the public in regard 
to education and to the Fuiversity, and the Muhammadan community 
may feel assured that their interests are safe in hands so reliable. Sir, 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mocker jee who spoke last evening impressed us very 
much. We admired his earnestness and his obvious sincerity and we 
feel assured that if the affairs of the University are conducted upon 
the lines so eloquently indicated by Mr. Mocker Jee there can arise no 
communal question at all. 

As one who is outside both communities, I hope that both Hindu 
and Muhammadan members will let the debate cease. Feelings are 
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being lacerated, and harm w being done to the cause of good fellowship 
between the tw;o communities, and that is all important for the future 
(applause) . 


Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* I move that the question be 
BOW put. 


Mra PRESIDENT: I think this matter has been debated for quite 
a long time, but I have already called out Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh’s 
name and I should give the Hou’ble Minister an opportunity to speak. 
I shall, if required, put the motion for closure after that. 


Maulvi SYED MAdlD BAK8H: Sir, I confess 1 do not know much 
of the University and I do not claim to speak with knowledge and 
authority on the subject as Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque who 
has access into the innermost recesses of tlie University. But I for one 
can tell you that I had not been as bad a student of the University as 
Maulvi Abul Kasem pretends to be. Sir, I am particularly unfortunate 
in not listening to the speech of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee as I was 
absent from the Council at the time. I wish, however, to refer to the 
reported speec^h in the newspapers and I liope if I am wrong I shall he 
corrected. 1 do not agree with him when he says that as Bs. 50 lakhs 
have been contributed by the Hindu community and no contribution has 
been made by the Muhammadan community, respective advantages 
should be devoted in proportion. (Mr. Syamaprosad Mooksbjrb: I 
never said so). I stand corrected, Sir, that will not impair the force 
of my argument. I submit that in many universities endowments were 
made by private persons solely for the sake of the pursuit and 
advancement of knowledge. I would request my hon’ble friends to 
consider whethar the Calcutta University could not have made a 
provision out of Bs. 6,50,000 for teaching something about the 
Muhammadan history. If you are to ask any student of the University 
-—either a Hindu or a Muhammadan — whether he knows anything about 
the contributions of the Muhammadans towards mathematics and 
science, you will be surprised that they are ignorant. Even if you ask 
a Muhammadan student whether he knows anything about the 7th 
Ehalif he will not be able to tell you. My hon'ble friend, SIhan 
Bahadur Maidf^ Aaisul Haque, told the House yesterday that Muham- 
madans were not so l^aok as they are painted. I do not know whether 
the Hindus have painted them black and if anybody has painted them 
whether the Hindus are responsible for it. In the Indian history the 
Muhammadans are painted very black and one of these hisiomns 
sitting in* England haa drawn his facta from sources which art vtcy 
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uni^able. We also find that thinjfs have been put into history which 
lat^ researches have proved to be wrong. So far as the interest of the 
stuoejnts are concerned, I quite agree with Dr. Sen Gupta but it is not 
the interest of the students alone with which we are concerned. The 
XJniversitv has got to look to the interests of both the communities* 
The first and foremost duty of the Tniversity should be to teach every 
community from their past history and their civilisation. I ask what 
provision has the 1 Diversity made for teaching the Muhammadaii their 
past history and of their sideiitific uttainmeiits. It is not known io the 
average students of the 1 nivcrsity what utlainmeuts were achieved by 
the Muhammadans in the realm of science, mntlLcnuiti(‘s and philosophy* 
They do not know that it was a Muhammadan who first di.Hcovored the 
cubic equation. They do not know that it uas the Muhammadan 
scientist who first disc^overed the refraction of light. It is impossible 
either for Hindu or for Muhammadan students to know all the.se. All 
that they know is that it was discovered by Roger Bacon. They know 
that it was Galilio who first invented telescope. They do not know that 
the telescope was invented ])y a Muhammadan astronomer in 
Alexandria years before (Jalilio who was known and it was he who first 
pointed it to heaven to locate the different positions of the planets. 
These are things which our students are absolutely ignorant of. I may 
remind my esteemed friend Mr. Mookerjee that endowinents are made 
in the University for the sake of gaining knowledge and not for the 
benefit of any particular community. What are these contributions 
for but to the pursuit of knowledge? 


8-45 p.m. 

These are* the various other things which should be considered and 
which ought to weigh with the University before they can claim any 
adequate consideration of the respective interests of the other 
community. Sir, the time is short and I shall not detain the House 
any longer. 

Tlw Hoffl’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOINS Sir, in view of the 
appeal made by Mr. Travers I do not think it odvisable to pursue the 
communal aspect of the question that has l>een raised here to-day, but 
Maulvi Abul Kasem has, in the course of his speech, made certain 
charges against the Calcutta University in regard to the deterioration 
in the standard of education of the Calcutta University. In this 
connection Sir Jadunath Sarkar and Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee have 
stated certain facts. Dr. Naresh Chandra Ben Gupta has told us that 
the sole test of the efficiency of the University is the success which its 
st|ideiits achieve in the field of research. 1 am afraid I do not agree 
with him nor do I think will any educationist support him. From 
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the facts and materials available it is apparent that there is a 
deterioration in the standard of education in Beng'al, but I do not think 
it is fair to lay all the blame for this deterioration on the shoulders of 
the Calcutta University. I think there are three reasons why 
education in Bengal has deteriorated. First of all it is due to the fact 
that the University of Calcutta is responsible for certain phases of the 
secondary education in Bengal, secondly, there is a dual control over 
secondary education. A university is never supposed to take up the 
work of secondary education and it is not possible for a university like 
the Calcutta Universitj'^ to look after over 2,000 high schools covering 
an area comprised in the provinces of Bengal and Assam. They have 
not got the inspectors nor the time to do justice to the work and 
naturally the education imparted in high schools is not satisfactory. 
There is also the other factor that the University of Calcutta has to 
depend to a large extent on the fees that they derive from the 
examinations and various other sources such as text books for 
matriculation examinations. However keen the Calcutta Universitv 
may be in maintaining its standard, it has got to live and it is bound to 
effect in lowering the standard. The third, and the chief reason, is 
the lack of funds and the financial stringency in this province. When 
we compare the advancement of education in the provinces that have 
done very well during the last 10 years, we find that they had very 
large balances, for example, the provinces of Punjab and Madras and 
these are the provinces that have gone ahead : it is only because they 
had plenty of money. Their department of education had never to 
wait to give effect to any scheme that they brought forward, they got 
money whenever they asked for it, whereas in Bengal the past history 
tells us that for the first four years of diarchy there was continuous 
retrenchment ; for the next first three years there was some money 
available but again there was retrenchment. The result is that 
practically from the bottom to tlie top, the department has got schemes 
ready for improvements and for introducing up-to-date and necessary 
reforms, but iqt Igck of fund.s it is not possible to give effect to them. 
Let me refer to secondary education once more. If Government to-day 
bad money, it would be possible for them to go to the University and 
say that we are prepared to compensate you for the loss you will suffer 
by giving up the control of secondary education. This will remove the 
dual control and it will be possible to improve the standard of secondary 
education, Another problem facing secondary education is that the 
number of schools has increased to a very large extent. The solution 
is that either f^verument should reduce the number of schools or find 
sufficient money to give grants-in-aid to all these schools so that they 
can impart a unifonh standard of education. Therefore the real reason 
why we in Bengal lag behind and why our education has deteriorated 
is the want of funds. (A voice: Lack of ideas.) Ideas there are 
plenty and schemes we have many in number and it is very unfortunate » 
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to iki told that we lack in ideas. (A voice: Deprovincialise the 
echoole) : 1 think I successfully proved at the last Imdgret session that 
deprovincialisation will not help to solve the secondary education 
problem of this country. I made it clear that that was not the solution 
of the difficulty; by deproviucialisation you cannot help either the aided 
or unaided .scliools. The only thinjr you will he able to do is to reduce 
some of the good scdiools to the level of had ones. 


As regards the grievances of the Moslem community, all I can say 
is that these are matters which may he brought up when the University 
Act is amended. Government got one of their officers to draft a Bill; 
it has been drafted and sent to the Calcutta University for their opinion. 
After Government receives the opinion of the Calcutta University on 
that Bill, they will come to a decision and I am sure the Government 
will duly consider what has been said to-day. 


Now, I w’ill refer to tlie point raised by Mnulvi Abdul Humid Shah 
and that ia the existence of a rule that a certain amount of money 
should be deposited by the high schools before getting affiliation. Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar has pointed out the necessity of this rule, and as far 
as we are concerned we consider that if there has ])een any mistake on 
tbe part of the University, it has been on the otlier side, that is, in 
granting affiliation to the .schools before being assured that they w’ould 
be able to keep up the standard. I am afraid I cannot agree with my 
friend that the University is wrong on that point. But I agree with 
him that this is a maUer which requires seiious consideraiioii aud it 
may be considered both by tlie University and the Government as to 
how w^e are going to start scliools in those areas w here there are j)eople 
not rich enough to contribute the amount re<iuired under the rules. 
With these few' words I would request the members not to press their 
motions, because it is not punsihle at present to redress their grievances 
so far as the constitution of the University is coiKeniciI. As regards 
the representation of the Moslems on the administrative ho(li(»M, tliat 
can only he rectified when the iievt 1 niveisilv Hill is passed. With 
regard to the appointment of Mussalmans in the University, I may 
tell the House that the qiie.stion should he placed before the University 
where we have now got a Muhammadan ^ ice-Chancellor who has the 
support and co-operation of the Senate and the Syndicate, and if he 
places the grievance.^ of the Mussalinans before them, I am sure they 
will favourably consider them. 

Tbe following motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,44,12^ under tbe head ‘81 A .—Education 
(Tmnsferred)— Univewity— to Calcutta University' be reduced 
by Be. 1*000 (administration of the University)." 
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The following motion of HaidTi Abdul Hamid Shah wae then, hy 
leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31 A .--Education 
(Transferred)— University— Grants to Calcutta University’ be reduced 
by 11s. f>00 (to raise a discussion on the question of University 
administration in connection with the affiliation of high schools).” 

The following motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31A.— Education 
(Transferred)— Calcutta University’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the fact that the interests of Muslim graduates are neglected 
and further to draw attention to the fact that the University is gradually 
deteriorating).” 


Khnn Bnhnihlf Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEs Sir, before I beg leave to 
withdraw the motion that stands in my name, may I with your 
permission make a brief statement? 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Yes, you have my permission to make a brief 
statement. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Nobody is more sorry 
than myself at tlie unfortunate turn the debate took. When I said 
about the tactics of the University, I never meant any reflection upon 
any person in the University, but T know perfectly well that the 
University is run more on the principle of caucus than of communalism. 
I hope this explanation of mine will be accepted. 

The following motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque waa 
then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn ; — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31 A. — Education 
(Transferred) — University — Calcutta University’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to consider the need of a statutory grant for the University of Calcutta, 
to recommend the early introduction of Calcutta University Bill and ta 
make adequate provisions for Mus.salmans representation in the different 
bodies of the University under the provisions of the Bill).” 

, V 

The following motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Baelul Huq was then, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31A .^Education 
(Timnslerred) — University* — Grants to Calcutta University’ be redne^ 
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by Bto. 1 (to draw attention to the inadequate repreaeniation of the 
Hua^almaiis in the bodies of the Calcutta FniTer 8 it 5 ^ and in the 
minieterial staff)/' 


Mr. PH ESI DENT: I may remind the House of the second grroup 
which I had forined. It consists of motions Nos. 540, 641, 642, 544, 
645, 547 and 548, dealin^^ with tlie polic y of Government with roj^ard to 
the Uniyersity and statutory prants. 


4 p.m. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERdEE: Sir, T hejif <i> move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under the liead ‘SHA. -Education (Transferred) 
—University— Grants to Calcutta T-niversity” he reduced hy Rs. 100 
(policy pursued by Government towards tlie University). 

Sir, I must in the first instance apolojrise to the memb(*r8 of the 
House for raising a discussion on the Calcutta University once again. 
But on this occasion there is no risk of any communal question being 
raised. As you have ruled, the motion that T have given notice of will 
deal with the ‘general policy pursued by Government towards the 
University and in particular its financial position. 8ir, I should like to 
draw the attention of the House to the two-fold activities of the 
Calcutta University. In the first place, it is a University which is 
entrusted with the work of conducting very big examinations 
throughout the year. It is also an affiliating University having control 
of affiliation, subject to the final sanction of the Government of Bengal, 
over 60 colleges throughout Bengal and Assam. It has also tho 
statutory right of granting or refusing recognition to high schools 
throughout Bengal and Assam which number about l,2t)0 at present. 
Sir, I am not going to refer to that side of the University activities 
to-day. The other activity of the University is in reference to the 
teaching arrangements which it has made — arrangements for which it 
has been made responsible by regulations which were sanctioned by the 
Government of India several years ago, post-graduate teaching and 
research both coming within its purview. I may just for a moment 
invite your attention to the provisions of the Indian Unii’ersities Act, 
which was passed during the Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon in 1904, and 
which in fact governs the administration of the Calcutta University 
now. In accordance with the provisions of that Act, it is one of the 
duties of the University to arrange for higher teaching and research. 
Previous *to 1904 it was thought in the academic world, so far as the 
Oovemmefit of India was concerned including Provincial Oovemments, 
that the functicm of a University was only to conduct examinations and 
grant affiliation. It was laid down for the first time under Lord 
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Curzon’s Act, however much it may have beea criticised for other 
reasons, that one of the primary functions of the University was to 
make adequate arrangements for higher teaching and research. In 
this connection I cannot but refer to-day to that staggering statement 
which was made by the then Director of Public Instruction, Sir 
Alexander Pedlar, in the Viceroy’s Council, when the Indian 
Universities Bill was under discussion. Sir Alexander Pedlar, himself 
a Fellow of the Royal Society, was so much carried away by enthusiasm 
as to what his own countrymen could achieve in the domain of 
learning that he did not hesitate to run down Indian talent and declared 
that Indians were, as a rule, incapable of doing any original work or 
original research. This statement will be found in cold print in the 
proceedings of the Governor-Generars Council, published under the 
authority of the Government of India. The Calcutta University, if I 
may say so, accepted this challenge which was thrown out by Sir 
Alexander Pedlar in 1904. Since the passing of the Act, the University 
has made arrangements for imparting higher teaching and research 
within its jurisdiction and the works of the distinguished band of 
Indians, who have been trained up in methods of original research in 
different branches of studies, have challenged the admiration of scholars 
in India and abroad. To this aspect of the University activities 
specially I want to invite the attention of the House to-day. In 1917, 
as a result of certain recommendations which were accepted by the 
Government of India in consequence of the report of a committee 
which was appointed by them, post-graduate leaching and research in 
Calcutta were left to be taken charge of by the University and the 
University alone. It is not my purpose to-day to recall the bitter 
controversies that pas.sed between the Government on the one hand and 
the University on the otlier during the earlier stages. I shall at once 
come to 1925. Sir, in 1925 the Government of Bengal decided to make 
a grant to the Calcutta University for the purpose of stabilising the 
post-graduate department; it was made for a period of five years and 
amounted to Ea, 2,43,000 with a contingent liability of Rs. 57,000. 
In 1930, towards the end of May, the five-year arrangement with the 
Government expired and the University was faced with the question of 
approaching Government for a further suitable grant. In this 
connection I would draw the attention of the House to the steps which 
the University took before it formulated its proposals and placed them 
before the Government of Bengal. In Det^emb^r, 1928, a representative 
committee was appointed by the Senate which was presided over by 
Dr. Urquhart, the then Vice-Chancellor of the University, for the 
purpose of considering the schemes which would be placed before 
Oovemment for ffnancial support. I would just ask tbe indulgenoe 
of the House for stating the names of some of the members of the 
committee. The committee, as I said, was fully representative in 
oharaoier. It consisted of the representatives of the OoTemmeiit of 
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Bengal in the persons of the Director of Public Instruction (Mr. 
Stai^ton), Mr. Ramsbotham, the then Principal of the Presidency 
College, and Dr. Jenkins, thus representing different shades of opinion 
— within the Secretariat itself — reactionary, liberal and progressive. 
Coming to the non-official side, we had distinguished representatives in 
the persons of c.r-Vice-Clianoellors, Sir Xilratan Sircar, Sir Debaprosad 
Sarbadhikari and Sir Jadunafh Sarkar. We had distinguished 
Principals like Principal Heramba Chandra Moitra, Dr. G. Howells, 
Principal of the Serainpore College, and others, and last but not 
the least we had our friend Khan Bahadur AkIzuI Haque. The 
committee held 77 sittings in all and as a result of its deliberations 
formulated a comprehensive report which was duly placed before the 
Senate. The Senate spent 10 days in considering the report. There 
were about 200 amendments which were discussed and disposed of by 
the Senate and the report finally adopted with certain modifications. 
The report wa.s then transmitted to Government in about July, 1930. 
Here I would state that the term of appointment of more than 100 
teachers who were working under the University expired on the 31st 
December, 1930. We sent our report to Government in July, 1930, so 
as to make it possible for them to let us know in due time what amount 
we could expect from Government before the expiry of the term of our 
teachers. We received a reply from Government only about a week 
ago. Sir, in the absence of any definite information as to what was 
going to happen with regard to the grant, in December last wo re- 
appointed our teachers only for a period of five months. I am sure the 
House will agree that this is a most unsatisfactory arrangement. The 
teachers of the University, who are distinguished graduates and who 
have rendered loyal services to their alma mater for 10 or 15 years, 
should be at least given security’ of tenure. Tt is ridiculous that the 
University should be compelled to give them what looks like monthly 
appointments. Only last week we had a conference with Hii 
Excellency the Chancellor about this matter. Sir, I am not going to 
disclose what happened at the conference for I know it is confidential. 
The University was, however, extremely anxious to secure the powerful 
assistance of its Chancellor in order to fight the Governor of Bengal 
and the Minister for Education. The letter which we received from 
Government has indeed filled the University with serious misgivings. 
I am not going to take you through the details of the letter because 
that is still a matter for consideration between Government and the 
University. But, Sir, it is my duty here to raise certain fundamental 
questions which clearly arise out of the letter. In the first place it will 
be recogqwed that the University has an unanswerable claim to support 
Ircrai the public treasury. In 1925, when the grant was made by 
Ooveminent, Lord Lytton in his capacity as Governor and Chancellor 
Msuied the University that the post-graduate department wrnild be 
atabilised. So far as the g«aeral question o! Government making 
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grants to the Fniversity is concerned^ it is consistent with the policy 
which has been adopted by the Home Government in relation to the 
universities of Great Britain* It is also consistent with the policy 
adopted by other provincial Governments with regard to universities 
within their jurisdiction. About a fortnight ago w^e addressed the 
different universities in India and we w’anted to know* the total income 
of each of these universities and the contributions which they receive 
every year in the shape of recurring grants from Government. I hold 
this paper in my hand and I find that almost every university in India 
receives a recurring grant which is certainly proportionately more 
handsome than what the Calcutta University receives in relation to its 
income from fees and endowments. So far as the policy of the Bengal 
Government is concerned, even with regard to the Dacca University 
the same policy is pursued, and I have no doubt that the Government 
of Bengal will not hesitate to treat the Calcutta I^^niversity in a similar 
manner. 

The second point is that the Government of Bengal must recognise 
that the University is not approaching Government exactly as charity 
boys. They are not approaching Government with a begging bowl in 
their hands. There is a constitution which the University enjoys and 
when the grant is made it must be assured that it is not made subject 
to conditions which it w'ould be impossible for the University to accept. 
Here I should make my position perfectly clear. I fully realise that 
Government as tlie custodian of public funds has every right to be 
assured that the money which is made over to any public institution 
is spent properly. To that extent control is given to Government under 
the provisions of the Indian Universities Act. There is an annual 
audit which is held under the authority of Government ; there is no 
question of maladministration or misappropriation of anything of that 
sort by the University. What I mean is that there must not be any 
attempt to interfere wdth the academic freedom of the University. 1 
know that is a very hackneyed expression, but in the absence of 
anything better of equally strong I feel compelled to use it. Sir, there 
must be no attempt on the part of Government to dictate academic 
policy to the University. That is a question which in the best interest 
of educational progress must be left to the University itself. 

Sir, the next question is that it is absolutely necessary that therO 
should be an early settlement of this problem. It has been pending 
before Government for more than a year, and on their decision rests the 
late of so many", of your own countrymen who have dedicated their 
lives to the cause of ^advancement of learning and have served the 
University loyally and conscientiously during the last 15 years. We 
have put forward our demand. We are in receipt of a recurring grant 
of Be. 3 lakhs now and in order to give effect to our scheme of 
reorganisation, we have put forward a demand for a reeaiTing grant of 
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Sa. ^66,000. That is the demand which has been put forward by the 
Uniw^ity. In the letter which the Government has written, it is 
stated that it will not be possible for Government to meet the entire 
demand which the University has made. 1 do not want to take up an 
unreasonable attitude. I quite appreciate, Sir, the supreme difficulty 
of Government in the Ministry of Education to get money from other 
departments such as police, law' and order and to spend it on education. 
But there must be an immediate statement of policy on the question as 
a whole. The point is how is the situation to be met by Government. 
There are two alternative w’ays of doing this. In the first instance, 
Government might decide the amount which it is going to give to the 
Calcutta University and ask them to cut their coat according to their 
cloth. We shall then have to make necessary arrangements in relation 
to the funds at our disposal. The other alteniative method is for 
Government to discuss the matter with the University and then to 
settle the amount of grant. In the Goveriimeut letter to which I have 
just now referred it is suggested that a committee should be appointed 
by Government. If the committee is appointed only for the purpose 
of scrutinising the financial scheme w'hich has been put forward by the 
University on the basis of the report, it is one thing; but if the 
committee is appointed, as is suggested in the letter, to sit in judgment 
over the various portions of the report submitted by the University 
after the fullest consideration, I maintain. Sir. that that will be an 
unwarranted interference with the rights of the University. I will ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to do exactly w'hat w'as done in 1925 when Lord 
Lytton W'as the Governor of Bengal. Exactly a similar situation arose 
and a conference was summoned at Darjeeling. The conference was 
presided over by tlie Governor and the University representatives were 
asked to state their case and the Government representatives were 
asked to meet it. At one sitting, with the Chancellor-Govemor 
presiding, we came to an agreed conclusion as regards the main 
principles. Then the Governor withdrew. In the latter meetings the 
then Hon'ble Member in charge of the Education Department, Sir 
Abdur Rahim, presided and in two or three sittings we came to an 
agreed settlement. Sir, it is thousand times desirable that the same 
procedure should be adopted on this occasion also and the matter 
brought to an early settlement. There is no question of a committee, 
far Im of decisions arrived at by voting. 

Sir, so far as the post-graduate department is concerned there is no 
doubt, I maintain, that the department has done splendid work. I do 
not know what opinion the Prindpal of Eayastha Pathsala holds about 
the work of this department. But distinguished scholars, both in India 
and abroad, have eulogised the work of the teachers and professors of 
this very department This is a fact which has to be acknowledged as 
igm, although in some quarters there is a talk of deterioration of the 
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Btandard of the Calcutta Dniversity. Our men have gone out ta 
different provinces on invitation, have accepted responsible appointmenta 
and have shed lustre on the different branches of learning in the 
Department of Education. Look at the University of Dacca. There 
the principal teachers are those very persons who were University 
lecturers here. Look at Bombay, Madras, Allahabad, Colombo, 
Lucknow, you will find the products of the miich>maligned Calcutta 
University as builders and pioneers of schools of advanced study and 
research. Last but not the least during the last few months one of our 
prof(‘Hsors, Sir C. V. Kamaii, has been the first Asiatic to receive the 
Nobel Prize for Science. So far as Sir C. V. Kaman is concerned it is a 
well known fact that it was the Calcutta University and the Calcutta 
University alone which first offered him facilities for higher work which 
made him resign his lucrative appointment in the Indian Finance 
Department and devote himself to the cause of science. Sir, what I 
claim is that this department, during the last fourteen years of its 
existence, has amply justified itself. It is a national asset of which 
every Indian ought to feel proud. If there are defects let us by all 
means co-operate in removing them but it must at any rate be given 
sufficient funds so that it might live and not die a premature death. 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Before I rise to give my 
support to Mr. Syamnprosad Mookerjee in the motion he has moved as 
regards the question of the policy, might I remind the House that 
whatever may be the nature of our differences, tliis question of the 
policy pursued by Government towards the Calcutta University is of 
paramount importance. The Calcutta University is our almu mater. 
Sir, I am afraid I do not see eye to eye with him in what he says 
regarding the Calcutta University. We know as far as the standard 
is concerned this has deteriorated. In the University where there are 
so many students and so many colleges and schools to look after you 
cannoi in one school be able to keep up to the highest standard. If 
you look at the history of the Calcutta University, you will find that 
the history of the last 15 years has been one of struggle. In spite of 
these difficulties, the University has maintained its paramount position 
among the universities of the world and in the midst of our national 
life. I would state that the Calcutta University has fully maintained 
its distinctive position in every sphere of life in the intellectual world. 
I do not believe that it would have been able to maintain this position 
and the post-graduate department should not have lived a day more 
unless you had pfofessors like Sir C. Y. Baman who got the Nobel 
Prise and was in chargg of the Science Branch of this very department. 
I frankly admit that if a few more universities were started to-day 
with the experience we have had of the last 60 years, it may be possible 
for us to make more headway. A good deal of progress might have 
been possible under the circumstances, but this could not be attained 
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wittout a struggle. If you are short of funds just now you cannot 
easily turn away your officers unceremoniously without some 
justification and I maintain that people have a moral right to challenge 
their notice of discharge. That is why, even tliough many economies 
may be necessary and many retrenchments are carried out, such 
retrenchments are not always possible. The Reorganisation 
Committee worked hard and tried to effect retrenchment, but 
retrenchment could not do away with the history of the lost 60 years 
and I maintain from that point of view the Iteorf^unisntioii Committee, 
even though it considered and as it looked from every point of view, 
found it difficult to find what retrenchment was possible. In the 
circumstances, I do consider that a time has come for the intellectual 
life of Bengal to see what settlement could be arrived at, and what help 
we could get from Government. I do not say what amount must be 
given, but I maintain that it must be regularly continued. I do 
maintain, in the interests of academical life of the presidency, that 
whatever may be the nature of the annual grant, that grant should 
remain on a statutory basis. Personally I realise the difliculty of 
discussing the affairs of the University in this Council and also realise 
that the debate might take a very acrimonious turn. That is the sort 
of thing we want to avoid. But I do consider tliat a statutory 
guarantee should be given and that quickly by an amendment of the 
University Act consistent witli the experience of the last 60 years, to 
maintain the University life of this presidency. Therefore my 
suggestion is that Government should be pleased to bring an University 
Amendment Bill at an early date. Then as regards Hindu- 
Muhammadan representation, that question should be solved for and 
ever when the question of the statutory guarantee for the Calcutta 
University is taken up. It is now an accepted fact all the world over 
that while certain essential control is necessary over the University, we 
cannot allow our university life to be controlled by outside agency. 
That principle has been accepted all the world over and in that point 
of view I maintain that the Legislative Council has no legitimate right 
to interfere with university life nor to decide upon the policy of 
internal administration. 

BaiNf SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, during the general 
discussion of the budget in February, 1930, I drew the attention of 
this House to the urgent necessity of making a statutory provision for 
payment of a fixed minimum grant by Government to tbe Calcutta 
University. 

Other members before and after me, on various occasions have been 
trying to impress upon the Government and the Ministry of Education 
the desirability of having such a statutory provision and I am very 
glad to find my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asixul Haque, a 
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representatire of the Muhammadan community, not lees a representatiTe 
of the educated community of Bengal, has also come forward with 
auch a demand. 

Sir, we are all aware how the University with all its post-graduate 
departments are always in a handicap in the matter of finance for want 
of such a fixed statutory grant. 

For these few years what happens is this. The terms of professors 
in the post-graduate departments are about to expire. There are no 
funds, no promise by Government; but correspondence is carried out 
about retrenchment. Princely Ivenefactions like those from Sir Tarak 
Nath Palit or Sir Rashbihari Ghose or Kumar Guru Prosad Sing do 
not come every year. The University authorities who, I think, can be 
credited with a sense of responsibility have always been begging and 
crying to Government to save them from this financial situation. Sir, 
I appeal to the Hou’ble Minister for Edtication to save us from such 
uiiedifying sights. 

4-30 p.in. 

The Da(‘ca University was created after the annulment of the 
Partition of Bengal with a capital grant of Rs. 50 lakhs from the 
Imperial revenues with the object of furthering the education of the 
peo])le of Eastern Bengal and particularly of the Muhammadan 
community. It was a very noble object and worthy of the Viceroy 
who created timt University. After the inauguration of the Montagu- 
Ghelmsford reforms it was thought necessary to fix by a statute an 
amount of grant for the maintenance of that University as the same 
was in its infancy and had not sufficient revenue at its command. Sir, 
the Calcutta University, the oldest and the premier University in India, 
was the beginning of a great era — an era of real administration and 
an era of nwiil uplifting of the people who had fallen back during the 
last few centtttries. If the Dacca University was a commitment of a 
great Viceroy, the Calcutta University was a commitment of the British 
people, the Government of India and all the successive Viceroys in 
India who happened to be its Chancellors. The post-graduate 
departments of the Calcutta University were established by order of 
Government on the recommendation of a committee composed of very 
eminent educationists and its post-graduate departments were fast 
growing when Dacca was in its infancy. I do not know why at the 
time when the statutory provision for the Dacca University was made, 
similar provision was not made for the Calcutta University. I thi n k 
we *had no Ministry of Education then. The other provincial 
Governments make recurring grants to their universities. The present 
ocmfiict between the Ministry of Education and the Educatimi Becretaiy 
4ie one hand and the authorities of the Calcutta tlniversity on the 
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otlMT, over ike g^ant and the over-iealouaneea of the Ministry of 
Education in putting the pruning knife beyond all reasonable limits 
lends additional strength for the plea for an immediate statutory 
provision for the Calcutta University. I hope the spirit, the enthusiasm 
which actuated our Minister of Education, when the Primary Education 
Act was passed, would actuate him now. Sir, I would mention another 
matter in this connection. It is said outside this Council that the 
European community is unsympathetic towards the aspirations of the 
educated community. I would like to see that there is no justificatiou 
for tlie suggestion that the European community as a whole is 
unsympathetic to the educational aspirations of the Bengalee 
community. I am glad to listen to the sympathetic words from 
Mr. Travers this morning and I can say to (he European community and 
to the outside public this : that even if British administration does not 
continue in this country, even if British trade does not flourish, the 
universities in India and specially the Calcutta University will remain 
as a lasting monument of Britain’s work in India. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may say that the guillotine will fall at 5-47 
p.m. 

[At 4-35 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-45 p.m.] 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: In supporting the motion of 
my friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mcmkerjee, 1 should like to <'onfine my 
observatiou.s to one aspect of the University administration — it is the 
administration of the University library. The University library is 
one of the best libraries that we have in this presidency, but it is 
unfortunate that the services of trained librarians have not been 
requisitioned to turn it into an up-to-date institution like that of the 
Madras University library. I want to draw attention to the 
undesirability of reserving the University library within the narrow 
groove of the University students and professors. What I want to 
impress upon this House is the necessity of affoi^diiig adequate 
facilities to the wider public to take advantage of the treasures stored 
in the shelves. In spite of the existence of the Connemara Library 
and other good libraries in the city, the Madras University library 
has flung open its doors to the public and is doing marvellous work 
in the spread of adult education in that presidency under its able 
Librarian, Mr. B. S. Ranganathan, the only library expert in India 
poeeessing special training in library science from abroad. The other 
point to which I wish to draw attention is the opening of a class for 
the training "of librarians. In some of the muyersities of tha West^ 
degrees are conferred cm librariaiie. 
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Mr« PmtiDENTl Wliat hms tkat got to do witk tho preiami 
discussion P There are only two matters before the House now: 
dealing with grants to the University and the policy of Government 
towards the University. You can speak on any one of them. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIS Very well, Sir. Another 
object of mine is to draw the attention of the Hon*ble Minister of 
Education to the inadequacy of the grant provided for the Calcutta 
University. I i|im not at all connected with the Calcutta University 
except that I am proud of the fact that I have studied under its 
bantiers. I do not grudge a grant of Rs. 6,24,016 to the University 
of Dacca, but I sincerely feel that the grant of Rs. 3,71,000 as a 
recurring grant to the Calcutta University is so hopelessly insufficient 
that I submit this House has a right to ask why such a differential 
treatment is meted out to this premier University of India. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I speak in utter ignorance of the subject, 
but sometimes ignorance has its advantages because without knowledge 
one can more easily be without prejudice. During the last ten years 
the cry has been for provincial autonomy, for power for the provincial 
Government representing the authority of this House and subject to 
the authority of this House of complete control of the administration 
of Bengal. Now, Sir, provincial autonomy, full authority of this 
sort, can be limited by subtracting some of the power from the 
provincial Government. The powers reserved for the Government of 
India, the special powers of the Governor himself, are limitations 
put upon complete autonomy, but there is another way in which 
complete autonomy can be limited beside.s that of restricting the 
power at the top; it can also be limited by the mouse nibbling 
underneath. Tw’o or three years ago in the Town Hall when our 
ewarajist friends sat opposite to us, their policy w'hich showed itself 
in their attitude towards Government Bills and in dealing with the 
private membetli* Bills was to advocate the setting up of independent 
boards, boards independent of Government authority, to deal with 
subjects as diverse as State aid to industries and the w^ater •hyacinth. 
There w’os a series of. attempts on their part to subtract from the 
authority of the Government by robbing it of control of certain 
important activities and the European group were in opposition to 
eucb ideas. We likewise feel inclined at the present time to oppose 
those who would at this sta| 9 e have a statutory obligation put upon 
the Government of Bengal and put upon this House in regard to 
ffnancinl assistance which is to be given to the University of Calcutta 
from public funds. They are cutting at the root of the completo 
authority of the provincial Government, I feel, Sir, now that the 
l^operty io changing hands or is almost on the pmnt of changing 
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nothing could be more wrong than for ut to pnt a mortgage 
on4t jufit M we are handing it over to our successors. 

Mr. A. F. RAH^AM: I speak with a certain advantage in this 
debate, because I have no connection whatever with the. Calcutta 
University and perhaps I may be able to take un abstract view of the 
situation. I feel, Sir, that the University like the Ministry must 
be stable and must have adequate funds to meet its obligations. 1 
do not know whnt is really amiss with the administration of the 
Calcutta University and I missed my chance to make some suggestions 
in the debate on the other group of motions, for J could not catch 
your eye. It appears to me as an oiitsi<ler that there is a tug-of-war 
between the Education Department and the Calcutta University, but 
I cannot say who or what is responsible for this tug-of-war, but it 
seems to us who are so passionately interested in education that this 
tug-of-war must cease now. I am going to make a suggestion and 
that is this: that in these days of conferences and conipromises of 
heart-to-heart conversations, a < oiuproinise might yet be possible if 
the Chancellor of the University took upon himself the task of 
presiding over a conference consisting of the representatives of the 
University and of the Education Department. I cannot think that 
there can be anything so radically wrong witlj this University in 
Bengal that it cannot be settled in two or three sittings. I feel sure 
all difficulties would disappear and the University would be able to 
go forward unhampered by this constant dread of bankruptcy. 

Sir. a point has been made that now that we arc on the eve of 
provincial autonomy, it is not j)ossible or desirable to make a statutory 
grant to the University, But I may tell the House that when this 
Council sanctioned a statutoiy giant for the Dacca University, it was 
conclusively proved that universities should be autonomous so far as 
their internal administration was concerned. I maintain, Sir, that the 
two things are not contradictorj’. No university can function properly 
with a minimum statutory grant; it will have to ask for further 
grants and those ar^ the occasions when the legislature reviews the 
work of universities and legislates about them. I do not say that all 
is well with the Calcutta University; there are bound to be defects in 
its administration, but I refuse to believe that things are so radically 
wrong with the Calcutta University that its grant should be withheld, 

6 p.m. 

Sir JADUNATH tARKAR: The history of the post-graduate 
department of the Calcutta University and GovernmenUs financial 
aapport of it has happily reached a stage when a mutual settlement 
em be easily arrived at by the exercise of reasonableness, good-will 
a|rf oosamon business sMise. On tbe one band, tbe University is no 
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longer displaying an intransigent attitude ; it understands tiiat 
whatever may be the claims of high research to State support in the 
abstract, it would not be practical politics to carry on acrimonious 
negotiations in a haggling spirit, forgetful of the actual condition of 
the countiy and the equally or more pressing claims of other branches 
of the nation-building activity of the State. The University may 
fairly claim to know definitely how much it is possible for Government 
to grant it as a fixed annual subsidy and on what conditions of internal 
refoim and safeguard against any future financial breakdown. 
Government, on its side, may legitimately say that it can afford to 
pay so much as a permanent grant, say, Rs. 3 lakhs, Rs. 3J lakhs, or 
Rs. 4 lakhs, and it can insist on certain safeguards as to academic 
efficiency and financial economy, so as to be sure that the public 
money will be spent by the University in the best possible way and 
the future will not bring up a still larger demand for State aid as the 
only means of saving the University from bankruptcy. Government 
have reason to be cautious. In 1925, an arrangement was mutually 
entered into by Government and the University by w^hich Government 
agreed to grant the University up to Rs. 3 lakhs a year for five years 
in order to stabilise the finances of the post-graduate department. At 
the expiry of these five years, the University has presented a report 
which shows that the future deficit will be over Rs. 6J lakhs a year. 
Now, Sir, a jumpTrom Rs. 3 lakhs to more than double that sum in 
five years may well startle Government and indeed any sound business 
man. 

What guarantee is there that the deficit and its natural corollary, 
the demand for the State to find the entire amount of shortage, will 
not grow' still larger after five years more? 

Government have also been not reasonable in another of its 
demands. It has been a widely-voiced complaint that while several 
other univemties of India have adopted many of the reforms 
recommended by the Sadler Commission, the Calcutta University has 
obstinately refused tu set its house in order, though the Sadler 
Commission was constituted for the reform of the Calcutta University 
and its report was unanimous and signed by the stoutest champion of 
that University. But happily that stage is past. Last year the 
Senate of the Calcutta University accepted some very important 
reforms as recommended by the Sadler Commission. Thus, the dispute 
between the University and the Government has been now narrowed 
down ‘to only two main points. 

First, Government insist that the post-graduate department should 
eo frame its scheme of expenditure as to keep within a fixed income 
and thus save itself from having to depend upon a fiuctuatilig fee 
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Sir, nothing can be more degrading to a college or unxTeredty, 
nothing can be more certainly ruinous to the standard of teaching 
and examination, than a situation in which the academic* authorities 
have to tout for students and offer the bait of cheap degrees, if they 
are not to starve. The evils of the worst univei'sities of the Western 
cities of the United States would be repeated in India if this danger 
is not effectually guarded against. And 1 hold that Government is 
seeking the best interests of the Ualcutta University in stressing this 
point. 

The set‘(m<I open (juestion is the infinite division and subdivision 
of hraiK'he^ of study in order to offer iniiuitcly specialized courses of 
study to our ordiunrv graduates who are mostly uuahle to follow 
such (ourses without an excessive amount of help from their teachers. 
Such spoon-feeding of jmst -graduates is the surest means of destroying 
the best brains among them and lowering the general level of the 
University. Subjects have been known to be so recklessly subdivided 
that in each such class only one student, sometimes none at all, has 
prepared for the examination though the full course of lectures for 
the purjmse has been provided by the University for two years. I am 
glad to say that the Senate has recently come to take the same view 
of the matter and made some efforts to reduce this educationally vicious 
and financially wasteful method. 

Government’s position seems to be that if this process is carried 
still further, greater economies can Im* effected and the posbgiaduate 
department can he permanently stabilized with its contemplated grant. 
You will feel that this is a very reasonable attitude. The two sides 
agree as to the basic principles, they differ only about the details. In 
such a case, if a happy agreement ciinnot be mutually arrived at, I 
suggest that Government refer the case to a small committee of two 
or three impartial experts with experience of the working of other 
universities, preferably from outside this province, and allow the 
Education Department and the University to place their cases briefly 
before it; and then Government will have as the basis of its future 
grants to the University a pronouncement the authority of w’hich none 
in India will be able to cavil at. 

A speedy settlement is most desirable, as the University gains 
nothing by prolonging the tension, and the Government too lays itself 
open to falee accusations of lack of sympathy with higher education 
or obstrucdiveness to the University, w'hioh it has done nothing to 
deserve and which an investigation into the total amounts of its 
expenditure on the Calcutta University under all heads during the 
last ten years will utterly disprove. To take one intiance only, the 
Aahntosh Building, which houses the post-graduate classes and the 
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rant derived from which supplies the salaries of three first-grade 
Chairs of the Fniversity, has been almost entirely paid for by 
Ooverament. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 only want to streM one 
or two points which have been made out by Mr. Mookerjee that in this 
matter of financial ^rant to the University there must be no question 
of interference with its academic independence and this must be accepted 
as a fundamental fact. There can be no dictation about the academic 
courses to be followed by the I'niversity. Sir, this year the University 
has asked for Hs. 0 lakhs or a little more and if the Government are not 
in a position to j^rant that, they may say that they cannot pay it. The 
University have carefully pfone into the matter and have arrived at a 
certain scheme. Government can certainly say that they cannot ^rant 
any money or they can only arrant a certain sum of money and not more 
than that. But I think it will be altojrether outside the province of 
Government to difdate to the University that they must curtail this Chair 
or that. Thin^fs like tliese are alto|jret]ier out of the province of 
Government. 

Sir, Mr. Thompson has suggested that to recognise this .sort of 
independence in the Calcutta University would be practically cutting 
at the root of provincial autonomy. If this is his idea of provincial 
autonomy or of the power that an autonomous body should enjoy. I 
am afraid Mr. Thompson will find no support for his idea from his 
own country. The British Parliament appointed a Iloyal Commission 
a few years ago for the T^niversities of Oxford and Cambridge and that 
(’ommission was presided over by the late Lord A 8 <}uith. The British 
Parliament does not exercise any control over the administration of 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities and even in the report of the Royal 
Commission it was made perfectly clear that they should not exercise 
any control the administration of the Universities by reason of the 
fact that they were going to make certain grants. Besides that, I might 
remind Mr. Thompson that the legislature would nevertheless have 
control over the University which they can and ought to exercise through 
legislation and not through any other means. These are the two points 
I want to 811*088. 


MmiIvI TA|MZUDDIN KHAN: May I make a short statement 
before the Hon’ble li^inister replies? 


Mf. RREEIOENTs I am sorry, I hove already called upon Uie 
Hon’bla Uimster to apeak. 
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on this motion, I feel I am at some disadvantage as the majority of the 
members of the House have at one time or other been members of the 
University of Calcutta and the University is their alma mater and, 
therefore, there is a tendency, I believe, in this House, that, rightly 
or wrongly, they should support the Calcutta University, Sir, I know 
this is to be a fact, but I still hope that they will consider this question 
on the merits and not be carried away by mere sentiment. The reason 
why I should like to go into the details of this question is that it is, 
I think, very necessary that the Government point of view should be 
placed before the Council and what they propoSt* to do should he clearly 
stated. 


In Illy opinion, Government in their controversies with the 
University never had a fair dealing; although Government liave been 
all along sympathetic and helped the University generously and were 
never opjMised to the true interest of the University, yet they are always 
criticised for their attitude towards the University. As far as the facts 
stand out, there is no justification for this insinuation. Whenever the 
Calcutta T^niversity has been in w’unt of money, and they have been in 
want of money many times. Government hud always come forw'ard and 
made adeijuate grants to help them out of their difficulties. So this 
charge that Government has treated them in a slepmotherly w*ay, has 
no justification whatsoever. So far as tlie present occasion is 
concerned, 1 would like to make it clear that there is no justification for 
the statement made hy Mr. Syamaprosad Hooker jee that Government 
are very unsympathetic towards the University. If that were u fact, 
the most convenient method for Government w’ould be to withhold the 
additional grant which w^as not provided in the bmlget. This grant 
was paid simply because Government fell that without it the 
University would be in difficulty. I may point out to the House that 
intimation was given to the ( niversity that this grant would only be 
made if the University would fulfil certain conditions. Those (Minditions 
were not fulfilled and yet Government paid the money. • 

Now, Sir, I am afraid there are one or two mistakes in the statement 
made by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. The first is with regard to the 
reorganisation committee report. It was sent in July, 19*^, and not 
in March; 1930, whereas in December, 1929, Government wrote a letter 
to the Calcutta University in reply to their demand for a temlmrary 
grant for the current year 19^)0-31. This letter is a material point in 
ihe whole of the controversy between Goveniment and the Univeraity, 
Jm that letter it was stated very clwly that Government wanted to be 
eatisfied as te the pmper amount the University was in need of and 
was asking from Oovemment. I will read from the letter; ''The 
laethod of analysing University ineome and eapendiiltia wbmlt 
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most readily facilitate determination by Goremment of tbe proper 
amount of grant-in-aid is tbe following: — 

All income and expenditure may be classified under (a) and (h) 
below ; — 

(а) Commitments and activities which had been undertaken before 
Government decided in 1926 to make the 5-year grants for expenditure 
in the post-graduate department. — When the rate of present expenditure 
(or income) on the above purposes does not appreciably differ from that 
which was being incurred in 1926, claims to a grant will be justified 
by showing that these activities and commitments are still necessary 
and are being carried out with due economy ; such justification would 
not, however, be necessary in connection with anv provisional grant for 
1930-31. 

In cases, however, where activities in existence in 1926 are now 
being carried on at rates in excess of those obtaining in that year, such 
excesses merit separate treatment and independent justification in 
connection with the determination either of a permanent grant or a 
provisional grant for 1930-31. These remarks also have application to 
decreases in present income against the figures of 1926. 

(б) Present or proposed commitments and art lei ties not undertaken 
before 1926. — To justify claims to a grant for expenditure of this 
description, it should be possible to explain how necessary or desirable 
these commitments and activities are and that the proposed expenditure 
is economical. This treatment would apply to the determination of a 
permanent grant as well as of any provisional grant for the year 
1930-31.’* 

The above indicates in the clearest possible manner in what way 
the Government desired that it should be presented. Government in 
1926 agreed to make a grant to the University to the extent of Rs. 3 
lakhs and this grant was supposed to be for a period of five years at the 
end of which Ihe question would be reconsidered, so that it might be 
possible for Government to find out what would be the permanent 
grant that should be given to the Calcutta University. This was an 
expanding grant, that is to say, the commitments that were undertaken 
by the University would mean an increase of expenditure, so that in 
the first two years there would be a certain amount of saving apd in the 
latter portion of the five-year period there would be an expenditure in 
excessr of Bs. 3 lakhs. Taking the expanding expenditure to be 
Es. 25,000, thq^ University should be ordinarily spending something 
like Rs, 3,25,000 at ^he end of five years. Now, these are the actual 
facts, but it is possible that during this period the University may 
have retrenched some of their original commitments and have at the 
apme time incurred additional expenditure, eo that at the present time 
the University is committed to an expenditure of something betisesH 
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to five lakhs of rupees instead of Es. 3,25,000* If from the 
filTVures and materials in our possession we strictly calculate the 
oommitmenis which the University incurred in 1926 and the grant for 
which Government is responsible, the University should not be in need 
of any grant whatsoever. But, Sir, before the end of the five-year 
period, the University appointed a reorganisation committee which 
went into the whole question and put up new propasals and revised some 
of the old proposals. The result is that the University has come up 
with a demand for Rs. f»,G0,fK)(). Our point is that in December, 1929,. 
we asked the University to justify their claims for an additional 
temporary grant for the current yeiir as well as for the permanent 
grant, so that we niiglit know what were their commitnients of 1926 
which the Government were Iwund to pay, what Here the additional 
cominitments which the University incurred without the approval of 
Government and what was the actual position. That has never been 
presented to us. T, therefore, claim that we are not treating the 
University unfairly. We have been generous in the past and we are 
prepared to treat the University u.s one of the essential servic'es, that is 
to say, when there is financial stringency and no money can be had for 
the nation-building departments, we are prepared to pay the Calcutta 
University just sufficient grant to enable iliem to carry on. In 
deciding this question we on our part are equally anxious to come to 
an early settlement and we have suggested to the University that 
the easiest method of reaching an agreement is to appoint a committee 
consisting of three representatives of the University, three representa* 
tives of Government and one President to be nominated by Government* 
This committee will go into the financial question and will make the 
report of the reorganisation (rommittee the basis of their investigation 
in order to find out what is the actual amount that is necessary for 
running the University efficiently. But we feel that the committee 
should not be restricted from going into details if they think it 
advisable. There is no reason to apprehend that the whole question 
will be reopened. The committee will not consist of men who will be 
antagonistic to the University. What we want is that if any member 
of the committee thinks that there is a possibility of making further 
retrenchments on any one of the items, it may be possible to examine 
the question, but we do not want that the work of the reorganisation 
committee should be done all over again. The work of the committee 
is to find out what are the essential schemes, what is the amount 
required and what are the schemes that can wait. This is the object of 
appointing the committee. 

There is another question which I should like to explain and that 
is the point raised by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee with regard to tbe 
imposed interference with the academic work of the Oalcutta 
University. We have suggested certain alterations in the r^r^lations 
witb regard to the post-graduate department. I may first tell you that 
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this grant is prc^>osed to be paid to the post-graduate department onl]r> 
and we hare suggested that the income of the post-graduate department 
should be a fixed one. At present the post-graduate department has a 
fluctuating income. This is its chief defect. We want to make the 
post-graduate department independent of fee income and to ensure 
security of service to the teachers in that department. Government 
will make a definite contribution to the post-graduate department and 
the University will have to make a fixed contribution to it; all the fees 
received from the post-graduate department will have to be credited 
to the general University fund. 

Another thing we have proposed is that the constitution of the 
academic bodies of the post-graduate department should be reconstituted. 

We have practically accepted most of the recommendations of the 
reorganisation committee, only we have gone a little further. It has 
been the practice up till now in the Post-Graduate Council to give 
franchise, if I may say so, to every teacher in the post-graduate 
department. We have provided that the senior men in the academic 
bodies should control the post-graduate department. Our point is that 
we are not interfering with the academic work of the University. What 
we are suggesting is that the academic administration of the University 
should be remodelled and that the persons concerned with the control 
of the post-graduate department should have the confidence of 
Government, so that Government may be assured that the money paid 
to the post-graduate department will be properly spent. 

I think Dr. Xaresh Chandra Sen Gupta said in his speech that the 
Legislative Council has got the right to legislate in all matters. I 
agree with him. If it were possible to introduce a Bill amending the 
University Act, Government could have included the changes which 
they are suggesting and their right to do so could not have been 
questioned. But, Sir, it has not been possible to bring in a Bill because 
the TTuiversity ban not yet given ns their opinion on Dr. Jenkins’ Bill 
and has requested Government not to introduce a Bill in the Council 
until they express an opinion on Dr. Jenkins’ Bill. The present is not 
an opportune moment to take up any important legislation, not to speak 
of an important measure like this. So it is not possible to amend the 
Calcutta University Act at present. At the same time we have to make 
a grant to the University, but before making the grant we want to be 
assured that the, money will be properly spent. We have asked the 
University to change some of the regulations and it will be one of the 
functions of the com&nitiee to recommend the manner in which the 
regulations may be altered. Therefore, iSir, it is not possible to oome 
to a final decision at once as detailed examination by the committee M 
the whole matter is necessary. Things are cxtmaely eomjdicatod smmI 
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Ckmniiiieiit feel tliat a committee is absolutely necessary for the 
without delay. Mr. Syaraaprosad Mookerjee said that the 
XJaiversity would, like to know what amount GoTernment could spare 
80 that a scheme could lie drawn up accordinj^ly. Sir, I do not think 
this is a reasonable request. There are other departments of Govern- 
ment which also want money, and before we jfet any money for the 
University, we have to satisfy Government as a whole that this money 
is absolutely needed. Therefore, it is not })ossible for Government to 
say how much money the.v will be able to p‘ive. Government are not 
in a position to j^ive even Rs. 50, but if the T^niversity can make out a 
case that they cannot go on without a grant, Government will somehow 
have to find the money; the) will have to beg, borrow or steal. 
(Laughter.) Therefore, it is alisolutely necessary that a committee 
should sit and inquire inb) the whcde matter. I may point out that 
the grants of everv department for new capital exjienditure have been 
stopped this year and for the last two years no new recurring 
expenditure has been sunotioned unless it was ahsolutel.v essential. 
Under the circumstances, whatever permanent recurring grant is 
sanctioned for the I niversity should he accepted. The University 
should recognise that (ioveniment are g<»ing very much out of their 
way in helping the University M-ith money. The University has not 
yet replied to the letter we wrote to them the other day. I hope the 
University will agree to the appointment of a committee and will 
accept its findings. It would he to the interest of the country at large 
if a settlement is arrived at very soon. Goveriiiuent are responsible 
to this House for an.v grant they make and I am sure this House would 
want to l)e satisfied that the money will he properly spent and the best 
use made of it. Therefore, T would request the mover of this motion 
to withdraw the motion. I can assure him that Government are fully 
prepared to deal with the matter most sympathetically. 


[Here the time-limit under the head ‘*31. — Education (Transferred)*' 
having been reached the Hoirhle Minister resumed his seat.] 

The motion of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were deemed to lie withdrawn : — 


Biriiu JITENORALAL BANNERdEEs 'That the demand of 
B«. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Qrante 
to Calcutta University* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the 
eerious discrepancy between the budget estimate and revised estimate 
Egures for 1930-31 with regard to the grant to the Calcutta University 
lid to raise a discussion).*’ 
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MUNINORA DH RAI MAHASAI: ^^That the demmd of 
Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — 
University — Grants to Calcutta Ifniversity’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
raise a discussion on the question of University administration and for 
drawing attention of Government to the inadequacy of the proposed grant 
and the financial position of the Calcutta University).” 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Grants 
to Calcutta University' be reduced by Re. 1 (parsimonious policy in 
dealing with University of Calcutta).” 

Blbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Grants 
to Calcutta University' be reduced by Re. 1 (necessity of making a 
statutory provision for a recurring grant of at least Rs. 5,50,000 to the 
Calcutta University).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,15,43,000 be granted for e.xpenditure 
under the head ”31. — Education (Transferred)” was then put and 
agreed to. 

The following motions under the liead ”31. — Education 

(Transferred)” were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 


Mtilivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 4,44,128 under 
the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Grants to Calcutta 
University’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (administration of Calcutta University).” 

Rai Bahadur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHERJI: “That the 
demand of R?. 4,44,128 under the head ‘31A. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Gr^ntfc to Calcutta University’ be reduced by Re. 1 (deficiency 
of funds of the University of Calcutta).” 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 74,016 under the head ‘31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Dacca University' be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of 
Government to the urgent need of further grants for proper maintenance 
of University Rmldings).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 
Ba* 11,14,800 under the head ‘31A.>~Education (Transferred)-^ 
University — Government Arts Colleges — Teaching Staff’ be reduced by 
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201 (for the failure to reorganise the Superior Educational S^ndoes 
and also to draw attention to the vagaries of the department in the 
matter of appointments).’’ 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: That the demand of 
Bs. 14,42,000 under the head '31 A. — Eduratiou (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Government Arts Colleges’ he reduced by Re. 1 (policy pursued in 
connection with the introduction of the Superior Service Schemes in 
Bengal).” 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: ' That the demand of 
Rs. 14,42,000 under the head '31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Be. 1 (desirability of 
appointing a Sanskrit scholar, irrespective of his caste, as Principal of 
Sanskrit College, Calcutta).” 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICIC: "That the demand of 
Bs. 14,42,000 under the head '31A. — Education (Transferred) — ^Univer^ 
sity — Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Be. 1 (necessity for 
continuing the Bethune (’ollege in view of the fact that the female 
students are now reading in other colleges in Calcutta).” 


BatHi dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: "That the demand of 
Bs. 3,90,000 under the head '31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Grant to 
non-Government Colleges’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion 
about the policy and principle of the grant).” 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: "That the demand 
of Rs. 3,90,000 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
5 ity — Grant to non-Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Rs. 10 
(question of withholding grant to the Anandamohau College, 
Mymensingh).” 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: "That the demand of Rs. 2,82,000 
under the head ‘31A.— Education— Bengal Engineering College (Sib- 
pore)’ be reduced by Re. 1 (policy with reference to backward classes).” 


m. BARAT CHANDRA BALs "That the demand of Bs. 1,16,000 
under the head ‘31 A. —Education (TransfeiTed)---Traiiuiig CMlegue' 
he reduced by Bs. 100 (disadvantages of the teachers of the backward 
classes in getting admission).” 
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Or. tfr NILAiirAN WIIOAIIf iim demaaa ol Bs. 27,48,000 
under the k«ad *01A. — Education (Transferred) — Unirersity* be reduced 
by R«. 100 (need for provision for vocational education in Agriculture 
under the Calcutta University)/' 

Khan Sahib Maului BAZLUL HUQ: '^That the demand of 
Bs. 27,48,000 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that no money 
has yet been sanctioned for capital expenditure of the Feni First-grade 
College)/’ 

Mr. SAflAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Rs. 27,48,000 
under the head ‘31. A — Education (Transferred) — University’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (inadequate financial help for the students of the backward 
classes living in University Hostel).’’ 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,96,000 
under the head ‘31 B. — Education — Transferred — Secondary — ^I*ay of 
Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (need for a high scho<)l in Calcutta for 
the education of Muslim girls).’’ 

Bahu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 14,04,000 under the head ‘31 B. — Education (Transferred) — Secon- 
dary — Direct grants to non-Governraent secondary schools’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (retrenchment in distributing grants).’’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 27,61,000 under the head ‘31B. — Education iTransferrecl) — Secon- 
dary’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (dissatisfaction at the failure of the 
Government to establish high schools for girls in all the districts of 
Bengal; policy of the education of females, question of deprovincialisa- 
tion of Oovarninent secondary schools, so that funds may be available 
for giving adequate grants to non-Governinent secondary schols).’’ 


Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 27,51,000 under 
the head ‘31 B. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (necessity for establishing a high school for Muslim girls at 
Calcutta).’’ 

M«ul¥i ABUt KASEM: “That the demand of Rs. 27,51,000 under 
the head ‘31B.— Eduijation (Transferred) — Secondary’ be reduced by 
Be. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that the general education ha 
secondary schools is not satisfactory and is much inlerioor to that of othsg 
provinces)/’ 
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Mvi ABDUL KARIMS <‘That tha damalid of Bi. 07,81,000 
undet the head *31B. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary^ be reduced 
by Bi. 5 (deprovincialisation of se<^ndary schools)/* 

Mmlvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: *^That the demand of 
Es. 27,61,000 under the head *31B. — Education (Transferred) — 

Secondary* be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the excessire 
rate of school fee).*’ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: *'That the demand of 
Rs, 27,61,000 under the head ‘31B. — Education (Transferred);— 

Secondary* be reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the absence of a girls* 
school at Noakhali).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: *‘That the demand of Rs. 26,31,000 
under head ‘31 C. — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be reducetl by 
Rs. 1,000 (delay in giving effect to the Rural Primary Education Act).’* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,31,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred)— 

Primary* be reduied by Rs. 101 (inade<]uate provision for primary 
education to village boys and girls of Bengal especially of the Hooghly 
district and for not providing any grants-in-aid to the Bansberia Girls* 
School).** 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26, 31, (KM) under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — 

Primary’ be reduced by Rs. KK) (not immediately putting into operation 
the Bengal Rural Free Primary Education Act).” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,31,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education — Transferred — Pri- 
mary* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to express disapproval of the action of the 
Minister in charge of the Department for his inability to give effect to 
the free and compulsory Primary Education Act).** 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN iUBUFJI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,31,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — 

Primary* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to emphasise the necessity of giving 
effect to the Rural Primary Education Act as soon as possible).*’ 

* Maulvt HA88AN ALI: “That the demand of Us. 26,31,000 under 
the head ‘31C. — Edncation (Transferred) — Primaiy ’ be reduced by 

Be. 100 ^inadequate and no provision for giving effect to the Rural 
Primary Education Act)/' 
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Dr. NARfSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTAS *^Tliat the demand o! 

B«. 26,31,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — 
Primary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (delay in inaugurating a scheme for free 
And compulsory primary education).” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: ”That the demand of Bs. 26,31,000 
under the head ‘310. — Education (Transferred) — ^Primary’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (introduction of free and compulsory primary education).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,31,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — Pri- 
mary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (not making any provision for the spread of 
primary education in rural area according to the Primary Education 
Act of 1930).” 

HAji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “ That the demand of 
Bs. 26,31,000 under the head “31C. — Education Transferred — Pri- 
mary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the delay in giving 
effect to Bengal Primary Education Act).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 26,31,000 under the head “31C. — Education — Transferred — Pri- 
mary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (inadequacy of the grant).” 

Mauivi NURAL AB8AR CHOWDHURY: “ That the demand of 
Bs. 26,31,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — ^Pri- 
mary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (failing to sanction the scheme submitted by 
the Chittagong Municipality for free primary education for girls on an 
improved smle and making the scheme compulsory after amending the 
Act of 1919).” 

Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL: ““That the demimd of Rs. 1,88,000 
under the head “311). — Education ( T ran .sf erred) — Training Schools for 
masters and ihistresses’ be reduced by Re. 1 (jmlicy with reference to 
backward classes).” 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: ““That the demand of Bs. 1,11,500 
under the head “31D. — Education (Transferred) — Engineering and 
Survey Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (policy with reference to backward 
classes).” 

BMni JltENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “<That the demand 

Ba. 59,000 imd^ head “SIB. — Education (Tranaferred) — Special — 
School of Arp be reduced by Bs. 101 (to draw attentioA to the elate of 
aflhin in the Calcutta School of Art)/* 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


ite.] 


4m 


1llh*« P» N. CUHAs *That the demand ot Ra. 59,000 under the* heed 
^SlD. — Education {Transferred) — Special — School of Art^ be reduced by 
Be. 100 (manaKement of the Art School, Calcutta).” 


MMilvi ABDUL KARIM: ”That the demand of Be. 1,51,200 under 
the head ‘31 D. — Educ^aliou (Tnuisferretl) — Sjyecinl — Madrasahs — Pa^v 
of Officers’ he reduced by Re. 1 (desirability of amalgamating the post 
of the Principal, Calc utta Madrasah, with that of the Principal, Islamia 
College).” 

Mnulvi ABDUL KARIM: “Thai the demand of Its. 2,24,000 under 
the head ‘311). — Education (Transferred) — Siwi’ial — I>ire<'t grant to 
non-Governraent Special Schools — Madrasahs’ Ih‘ reduced by Be. 1 
(inadequacy of grants).” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdl: “That the 
demand of Its. 30,000 under the head ‘311>. — Education (Transferred) — 
Special — Direct grant to Sanskrit ToW be reduced by Be. 1 (deficiency 
of grant).” 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Bs. 3,14,000 under the head ‘311). — Education (TrunsferrcMl) — Sjjeidal — 
Direct grant to non-Governinent Special Schools’ be reduced by Bs. 106 
(to call attention to the inadecpiacy of the grants for toU).** 

Mr, 8, M. B08E; “Tlmt the demand of Its. 3,14,000 under the 
head ‘311). — Education (Transfened) — Direct Grants to non-Govem* 
ment Special S< hools’ W reduced by Bs. 10 (policy regarding women’s 
training schools and stipends).” 

RNbu 4ITBNORALAL BANNER4IEES “That the demand of 
Bs. 13,71,000 under the head ‘31D. — Education (Transferred) — SpeoiaP 
be reduced by Bs. 10,000.” 

IlMilvi MUHAMIIAO FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Be. 13, 71, COO under the heed ‘31D.— Education (Transferred) — Special’ 
be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw attention to the unsatisfactory management 
of Moslem Female Training School, Entally, Calcutta, in not providing 
lor a governing or managing body of the school).” 

MUMINDRA DEB RAI MANABAIC “Thai the demand of 
Ba. 1,05,690 under the head ‘31E.— Education (TransfeiT6d)--Geneial— - 
Bireotion — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by Bs. 10 (to discuss the 
desirability of reduction in the staff of the office of the Director of PubRc 
Instruction)*” 
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Maulvi ABUL KASEM: 'That the demand of Bs. 1,49,500 under 
iho head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General* be reduced by 
Bs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that proper steps are not taken for 
the advancement of Muhammadan education particularly about the work 
of the special officers for Mussalman education).” 

Maluvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: "That the demand of Ra. 1,49,500 
under the head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General direction' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the increase of seat rent in the 
Baker Hostel).” 

Mmilvi ABDUL KARIM: "That the demand of Ra. 8,36,400 under 
the head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General — Inspection — ^Pay 
of Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (qualifications of some of the special 
officers).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: "That the demand of 
Rs. 12,63,600 under head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General — 
Inspection’ be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Rh. 12,63,600 under head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General — 
Inspection’ be reduced by Rs. 16 (to sliow the undesirability of having a 
large number of higher inspecting officers).” 


Mr. MUKUNDA oEHARY MULLICK: That the demand of 
Rs. 12,63,600 under the head *31E. — Education (Transferred) — 
General — Inspection’ be reduced by Re. 1 (necessity for appointing 
apetual Inspecting Officers from amongst the qualified candidates of the 
backward classes for their primary schools in the mufassal).” 

BalMl 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: "That the demand of 
Ba. 12,63,600 under the head '31E. — Education (Transferred) — 
General — Inspection’ be reduced by Re. 1 (desirability of initiating 
retrenchment in the inspecting staff).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 34,320 tinder the head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General — 
Scholarships (in special schools other than training schools)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 105 (to draw attention to the desirability of Government devoting 
a turn of Rs. 30,000 annually to the traiuing of 12 Bengali boys in tha 
Dehra-Dun Military Training College).” 
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MaMvi MUHAMMAO FAZLULLAH4 “Tbat the demand of 

Es, 66,000 under the head '31E, — ^Educatien (Tranaferred) — General 
Grants-in-aid, Contributions, etc. — Grants to Hostels attached to 
Schools and Colleges* be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the general policy 
of Goyernment for not maintaining Muhammadan servants in the girls* 
hostels, specially in the hostels attached to Ehastagir Girls* High 
English School at Chittagong).’* 

Hr. P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 20,38,000 under the 
head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — General* be reduced by Rs. 101 
(to raise a discussion about the circulation regarding text-books and 
scholarships issued by the department).** 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (anti-national education policy).** 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (general educational policy).” 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31.— Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100 [necessity of making a grant to Victoria Institution (for 
girls), Calcutta].** 

Miulvr EYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (general policy).” 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: “That the demand of Rs. 1,15,43,000 under the 
head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy of 
education generally).** 

MMlvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHl “That the demand of 

Be. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31.— Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Rs. 5 (to protest against the absence of Anglo- Arabic and Anglo- 
Persian teachers in many aided schools and colleges).** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AII “That the demand of 

Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31.— Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by lU. 5 (to draw attention to the inadequacy of tiie provision for 
educational needs and to the failure to make any provision for libraries 
and female education)/’ 
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AN'. SARAT KUMftlt M¥t “That the demand o! jla. IJlS.tt.OOO 
imder the head ‘31. — Education (Transf erred)* be reduced 
by Be. 1 (question of Mr. B. K. Boy of Dijjrhapatiya’s bequeet for starting 
agricultural classes in connection with the Rajshahi College).** 

fClMii Hm MMfvi iAILUL HUQ: ‘'That the demand of 

Bs. 1,15,4^»000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to raise a discussion regarding failure of the department to 
tneke ftiitable provision for Moslem female education).** 

ffifi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (want of Muslims in the ITooghly Government College 
ktalf beside the only Arabic lecfnreT),’* 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLtlL HU^: “That the demand of 

Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Be. I (to call attention to the frequent alteration of text-books).** 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 

Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to call attention to the manner of selection of text-books not 
suitable for all communities).** 

Khan Sahib MaiAvi BAZLUL HUQ; “That the demand of 
Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to draw attention to the inadequate number of Mussalmaii 
employees in Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate Services).’’ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ; “That the demand of 
Bs. 1,15,4S|000 under the head ‘31 . — Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to ui^ the making of a provision for vocational training in 
all madrasahs and muktabs).*’ 

Itftih BaMb MiriNri Mftt^L MtAbf ftb Mmmrn 0f 

Re. 1,16.43, {Wo under the head ‘ffL— Edticaticm (Tra«tfei¥ed)* b® feduM 
by Be. 1 (to iifge the granting of holidays durh^ Ramsati in all atdiobls 
and colleges open to Hussafman boys).** 

ICIilll lilrib iBbAvi HUQ: “^hiat the datoanS of 

Rs* 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Re, 1 (to urge for the introduction of identifying answer papers by 
mtdana of nutnbers instead of writing names of the examiners on anawer 
papers in all University examinations).” 
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MNn Sahib Maafti SAXLUL HU^i “Tliai the demand of 

Be. 1|15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to press for the introduction of reduced fee lates for Uussalnian 
boys in all Government and aided schools and colleges open for Mussalma)^ 
boys).” 

Bibfi KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHUIIi: the d^nimd of 

Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head *31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Be. 1 (withdrawal of the recurring grant«in<aid t-o the Lokenath 
High School at Bajshahi and increase of recurring monthly grant<in« 
aid to the P. N. Girls’ High School at Bajshahi).” 

Mr. tARAT CHANDRA iALt “That the demand of Ra. 1,15,43,000 
under the head *31.— Education (Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. i 
(policy with reference to the education of depressed classes).” 

Mailivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Bs. 1,15,43,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government for not making provision 
for studies in Islamic History and civilisation, in high English schools 
and colleges).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,15,43,000 under the lieH<l ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of Government to the necessity of working 
out a scheme under which recipient.s of Mohsin stipends and scholarships 
should be called upon to refund the money they received from Mohsin 
Fund, when they are settled in life).” 

Maulvi HAMAN ALI: ‘^Tliat Iho demand of Bs. 1,15,43,000 undes 
the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(educational policy).” 


32.— Metfioal. 

Tht Hon'blf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of of Rs. 40,30,000 be graute<l for expenditure under the head 
“32.— Medical.” 

In placing this demand before the House, I shall explain the main 
divisions of the Medical budget. I admit, Sir, that the Medical budget 
is one which does not lend itself to sensational changes either by way of 
expansion or retrenchment. There are four main heads under which I 
ciMi divide the Medical budget, namely, the grant to hospitals, the 
expenditure on medical scrhools, the expenditure on medical establish menfi 
and retrenchment. These are the four points which I would venture to 
«^|ain to the House. 
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First of all, out of Rs. 46 lakhs under the head ‘‘Medical*’ about 
Rs. 24,50,000 is for the State hospitals. Most of the State hospitals are 
situated in Calcutta. I need hardly remind the House that this year is 
not particularly suitable for the expansion of State hospitals, but I think 
the Government can legitimately claim the credit of maintaining the 
normal expenditure this year. 1 can assure the House that the normal 
conditions in these hospitals have been maintained intact, and whatever 
retrenchment has been effected, it has been done without any detriment 
to public interest and without loss of efficiency. 

The next item is the medical schools. Government maintain six 
medical schools in the province, the Campbell Medical School, the Dacca 
Medical School, the Burdwan Ronaldshay Medical School, the 
Mymensingh Medical School, besides two medical schools which have 
been opened this year, namely, one at Jalpaiguri and another at 
Chittagong. The House will remember that during the year there was 
a token grant. With that token grant these two medical schools have 
been opened; and I congratulate the Surgeon-General and the 
department for the opening of these two schools without any additional 
demand. Of course in maintaining these schools, the Government 
naturally have been obliged to maintain the strictest economy, but there 
also not at the cost of efficiency nor at the cost of public interest. 

I now come to the third head — meilical cstablishnmnl. Rupees 8 
lakhs has been provided under this head. Of this grant, Rs. 6,14,000 is 
voted. Rupees 4,52,(X)0 goes as this Government’s share of cost for the 
maintenance of the Mental Hospital at Ranchi. As regards the 
management of this hospital, we are guided more or less by the advice 
of the Government of Bihur and Orissa. Whatever retrenchment has 
been effected, 1 repeat, Sir, has been due not to the permanent surrender 
of any scheme, not to the permanent shelving of any project, but simply 
to the slowing down of the progress of some of these works. The budget 
will show that there has been a retrenchment of Rs. 3,40,000: this 
appears on page 71 of the red book. Of this Rs. 3,40,000, Rs. 70,000 is 
under the head ^‘Coniilla Sadar HospitaT' and Rs. 25,000 under the head 
“Calcutta Medical Institute.” Government paid their contribution on 
account of land acquisition for the Comilla Sadar Medical Hospital, so 
the project has not been delayed. But it was not necessary to make 
further contribution in the current year, and therefore a portion of the 
total grant was saved. 

5-45 p.m. 

The Gk>yerniient have paid Rs. 25,000 to the Calcutta Medical 
Institute in the currant year and the balance Rs. 25,000 has been provided 
for in the next ymT*6 budget. 

A contribution of a lakh of rupees to the Ayurvedic Jatiya Bidyalaya 
has been provided for in the next year’s budget. So you will see that 
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nolitft of the project# have Iheen shelved or given up altogether, bui there 
hae only been a slight slowing down of ptogresa without any 
oioonvenience to the public and without any sacrifice of public interest* 
The Government have thus been able to effect some retrenchment. 

Besides these, there is a grant of Ks. 8o,000 to rural dispensaries, 
that is, Rs. 500 for every thana dispensary and Rs. 250 for every village 
dispensary that has been opened in the rural areas. We are very rapidly 
approaching towards the completion of the project that we must have 
a dispensary in each thana, and Government have scrupulously main- 
tained the cost under this head and I am very glad to say that the 
progress is quite satisfactory. 

In conclusion, I may say that on the whole personally I am very 
much satisfied with what has been done for this important department 
and I hope the House will appreciate the difficulties of Government and 
the efforts that 1 have made in securing the largest amount available 
for this department to which the public of Bengal naturally attach very 
great impoi tiince. If any additional money is necessary, I shall take 
the earliest opportunity to come to this House for the amount if 
the financial position of the province permits. 

The follow ing motion was called but not moved : — 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H GHANORA MUKHARdI: ^^That the demand 
of Rs. 2,8<3,000 under the head ^32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries — 
Grants to Hospitals and Dispensaries^ Iw reduced by Re. 1 (inefficient 
condition of the Hooghly Imambarah Hospital in connection with its 
accommodation, want of nui.sing arrangement and shortage of diet).*’ 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 22,07,000 under the head “32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries” be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (advisability of opening non-allopathi<' dispensariea 
in the rural areas). 

I am glad to find that a lakh of rupees has lieen provided for the 
Jatiya Ayurbignan — u recognition of Ayurbignan system of medicine 
by Government for which we are also grateful. My intention is to 
draw attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical 
Department to the advisability of opening Don*alloputhi<; dispensaries 
in the rural areas. As a popular Minister, we naturally expect from him 
due recognition of the indigenous systems of treatment — iite Ayurvedic 
and the Unani. Sir, I do not know why the allopathic system should 
absorb the entire patronage of Government to the exclusion of another 
western system, 1 mean the homeopathic system of medicine which has 
been found to be more potent in cholera, dysentery and diarrhma than 
allopathic treatment. Something should be done to introduce the 
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bameopaibic system for the beaefit of those wbo take to such lom ol 
treatment. It would at the same time be more cheap than the allopathic 
system. 

Sir, the efficiency of the indigenous drugs which are administered 
according to the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems are too well known 
to all of us at least to a major portion ol the Indian section of the House. 

In conclusion, 1 should ask the Hon’ble Minister to 4 p his bast to 
popularise the Indian systems of medicine, be it Ayurvedic or UnoiUr 
by the opening of such dispensaries in the rural areas and to ask th^ 
local bodies, such as the district boards and municipalities, to do Ukewi^ 
wherever and whenever the people want it. 

With these few words, I coinineud my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Rai Bahidtir Dfi HARIDHAN DUTT: I would rise only to intervene 
for one moment to ask the mover of this motion what he meant by “non- 
allopathio dispensaries.” I have heard of Muhammadans and non- 
Muhammadans, but this is the first time that I find that the mover 
has coined this particular word ”noii-allopathic.’’ This will have the 
effect of excluding the profession to which I hove the honour to belong* 
It is very curious and I hope it will not lead us to difficulties. 

Th« Hon*bl« Mr. BldOY RRASAD SINGH ROY: I have every 
sympathy with what has fallen from my hon’ble friend, but 1 hope he 
will realise Government’s difficulties in this mutter. My friend 
himself seems to have not a very clear idea of what he wants to suggest. 
The Government of course as a rule ein ourage only allopathic dispensaries 
and help them; hut where there is a demand for dispensaries other than 
allopathic. Government have never refused any sanction. Therefore I 
am not in a position, Government’s policy being what it is, to give any 
assurance to my hon’ble friend that they will accept in the near future 
or even in the distant future the proposal that he has brought forward. 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHAiAl: I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leiive of the Council, withdrawn, 

Maulvi ABUL KABEM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 22,07,000 under the bead **32B. — ^Hospitals and Dispensaries” be 
reduced by Us. 100 (neglect of patients in these hospitals and 
particularly Cainpbell Hospital). 

I regret very much that I have to bring to the notice of the House 
the fact that poor patients in the various hospitals in Calcutta are more 
often than not neglected. To speak the truth, I have not mucb 
oxparionoe of the working ol these hospitals, but I have had particntor 
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occftpipn to notice the trei^tinent of patienta in the Campbell Medical 
Hoifital. A young boy was run over by a motor*car at 7*30 a«m. on 
a certain day ; he waa picked up unconacioua by a friend of his faiher’e 
and he had to be carried to the nearest hospital which in this oasa 
happened to be the Campbell Hospital. When admission was asked 
for^ the medical man in charge was in his private room and he came 
ten minutes after. When he came, he asked what had happened. Ha 
was told that it was a motor accident. Then he took pen and paper 
m^d wanted to write down details of the accident — what had happenedr 
who was the driver and the number of the motor-car, etc., without ai 
nil attending to the patient. He was then told that the patient war 
badly hurt, and unconscious and that his life was in danger. He said 
in reply that this was his duty and he knew his duty better. The 
gentleman (who had taken the boy to the hospital) was not to be 
silenced by this sort of reply, however, and ho said that he was m 
Magistrate of the city and he could do that portion of the work himself^ 
while he could attend to the patient. After a good deal of pleading be 
was admitted. After that a number of studenU were informed and 
the patient was left in charge of students who, it must be said to their 
credit, did all they possibly could to make him comfortable. The 
patient remained unconscious till 1 o’clock. When ho was taken to the 
hospital, the gentleman t(dd the hospital authorities that money wan 
no question and that any amount of money required would bo forthcoming 
and that nurses and doctors should be immediately summoned and 
everything done to save the life of the boy. Till 12 o’clock no doctora 
came. I was in that place all along. It was after 1 o’cloc'k that doctors 
came. Then the superintendent of the hospital came, but he never 
looked ai the patient and left the office. Later in the day when the 
news of the accident had spread in Calcutta and when an Hon ’hie 
Minister of this Government and an Hon’ble Member of the Executive 
Council of the Government of Bengal and other big officers presented 
themselves in the hospital, there was a commotion, and every attention 
now began to be paid to the patient. What I say in this connection 
is this: In this particular case, the boy happened to be tlie son of a 
high Government officer and his father’s friend also was highly placed 
in the official world and therefore attention was paid to him towards 
4 o'clock. My question is : What would be the position of a poor man 
who received an accident and who was in danger of his life if he did 
not happen to be the son of a Commissioner of a Division or the relative 
of a Minister of the Government of Bengal ? Sir, hospitals are intended 
for poor and insignificant people and they should have the first 
consideration. In consequence of this accident, I had to attend the 
Campbell JEIospital for full one month. I was there in the morning 
and in the evening and I state with a full sense of reponsibility and 
from personal knowledge that patients in general • are very much 
neglected. I have seen with my own eyes that patients are noi 
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properly treated and when they state their complaints, they are brushed 
aside and told to ^o to the students ; they had no time for them. Such 
was the state of things in the Campbell Hospital and 1 think steps should 
immediately be taken to bring such matters to an end. This is a 
complaint, which I make from personal knowledge acquired in 
connection with this case, that even in cases of serious accidents they 
are neglected. In fact, one evening while I was at the Campbell 
Hospital, I found that a patient suffering from a disease for which an 
operation was necessary, was admitted. But he was, as usual, told to 
wait and instruments were asked to be taken to the operation room and 
the patient was lying there for the operation to be performed. But, in 
the meantime, before the surgeon could go to the operation room, the 
father of the boy receiving the news of the accident came to the hospital 
accompanied by other big officials and the doctors congratulated him 
on the recovery of his son and talked pleasant words to him about his 
child, but the poor patient waiting for his operation was never operated 
upon; in fact, he breathed his last. These facts are known to the 
Government and I hope Government will take special notice of such 
cases and instruct their medical officers accordingly. 

Mr. 0. C. COOPER: 1 rise to support the motion moved by my 
friend Maulvi Abul Kasem, because I have for some years past taken 
great interest in the hospitals of Calcutta and I am a visitor of several 
of them. I have felt very sad, very unhappy, when I have visited the 
Campbell Hospital. There is no doubt in my mind that this hospital 
wants speeding up very badly. Everything there seems to be very 
slack. There is no control; there is no supervision and everything is 
left in charge of the students and the last thing that is done is to look 
after the patients. The Campbell Hospital is not situated in the nicest 
part of Calcutta, but there is quite a nice house for the Superintendent 
of this hospital. Hitherto all Superintendents have always lived there, 
but the present Superintendent has been allowed to live outside. 

6 p.m. 

I strongly protest against any Superintendent of this hospital being 
permitted to reside outside the hospital, as his is a whole-time job, 
day and night, and to do his duty he must be on the spot. Hence to 
give him permission to live outside the hospital cannot be justified. 

I feel sure that the Hon’ble Minister only requires his attention 
to be drawn to this irregularity when he will put right what is at 
present very wrong, 

Rai BihMfcir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I feel some diffidence in 
taking part in this debate, but I feel that I ought to point out to the 
Council the state of affairs in the Campbell Hospital. 1 do not think 
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Mautiri Abul Xaseni is justified in bringing a particular case before this 
Cotinoil in order to condemn the present arrangement in that hospital. 
Sir, it reminds me of the old days of 35 years ago when we were students 
in Die Calcutta Medical College. In those days, (he Campbell Hospital 
was considered as a death trap. In fact, our professors used to tell us 
that when a case was hopeless, there were only two alternatives— either 
to send the patient to the post-mortem table or to send him to the 
Campbell Hospital. Such was the state of affairs several years ago. 
Great improvements have, however, taken place since then in the 
Campbell Hospital and I do not think that anybody is justified in 
condemning it as the hon^ble mover has done. Sir, the hon*ble member 
has said that the Campbell Hospital is considered to be the hospital 
for the poor. May I ask Maulvi Abul Kasem, if that is so, why did 
one of the richest men take his patient to the Campbell Hospital thereby 
taking away the share in attendance and treatment which should be 
reserved for the poorer people? (Maulvi Abitl Kasem: It was a 
question of accident and the Campbell Hospital was the nearest at 
hand.) Sir, after all I do not say that the hospital should be denied 
to the rich, and in accident cases nobody will be justified to say so. 
But in this particular case, when the patient was so rich, when he had 
such rich relations, where was the difficulty of taking him to a private 
hospital or any institution where medical help could have been promptly 
rendered to him and where the best doctors of (’alcuttn could have been 
made available? 

Then I find that some reflections have been made on the present 
state of affairs in the ('ampbell Hospital. I have no connection with 
the Campbell Hospital nor do I hold a brief for the Superintendent. 
But I know that the present Superintendent lias to labour under certain 
difficulties and the work is not an easy one. However, vast improvements 
have already been made in the institution during the last few years 
which should be taken info consideration. It would not bo fair to 
judge the Campbell Hospital in comparison with other hospitals. If 
anybody compares the Presidency General Hospital with the poor 
Campbell Hospital, the latter is bound to come out in bad light. My 
European friends will see that the comfort and attention that they get 
in the Presidency General Hospital will not be found in the M^ical 
College Hospital. Similarly, patients in the Medical College Hospital 
will not find the same attention in the Campbell Hospital. I am not 
justifying this difference, but can this be removed at once? We must 
patiently wait for improvements in this direction and I hope in a few 
more years the Campbell Hospital will come up to our requirements. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM S May I rise to a personal explanation. Sir? 
We went to the Campbell Hospital not by choice but because an 
accident had happened and the Campbell Hospital was the nearest 
ko^ital. 
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Tti« Mr. BI«IOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Dnlortunately 

liave not yet reached that state of miUennium when people will cease ia 
be rough to common people or to be honeying at the whisper of a Lord. 
Sir, Maulvi Abul Kasem has complained that the alleged neglected 
patient was the son of a very rich man who was very influeptially 
connected. He said that even he was not properly attended to. 
Personally I visited the patient when he was in the hospital and I am 
thoroughly acquainted ^ith the history of the whole case. I did not 
know jthat he was neglected. I am sorry that my hon’ble friend 
instead of bringing the matter to my notice or to the notice of the 
Surgeon-General has thought ht to place it before the House as a matter 
of public complaint. I can assure the House that the Surgeon-General 
is always ready to listen to any such complaint and to take proper steps 
whenever it should be done in the public interest. Mr. Cooper has 
brought to the notice of the House the fact that the present 
Superintendent does not live in the Superintendent’s quarters. It is an 
arrangement for which I do not think I can offer any explanation now, 
but I can give him this much assurance that I shall thoroughly go into 
the question immediately after the Council session is over and I will do 
what I can in the matter. Whenever any grievance was brought to 
the notice of the Government, they properly inquired into it in the 
matter in the past and would do so in future. There should be specific 
charges and not allegations of a general character. Of course Mr. Abul 
Knsein should always remember that a hospital like the Campbell 
Hospital is overcrowded with patients and is understaffed. To remove 
this difficulty, we are considering the proposal of increasing the number 
of honorary surgeons and physicians in the hospitals. That scheme 
is now being examined by the Surgeon-General and if we find it 
feasible, I propose to appoint a larger number of honorary surgeons and 
honorary physicians to give relief to the permanent staff. 

Before I resume my seat, I should like to say one word more about 
what has been said by Rai Bahadur Dr. Huridhan Dutt. He is 
perfectly right when he says that the Campbell Hospital was not what 
it is to-day.: There have been immense improvements during the last 
few years and if the public w^ould co-operate, I am sure all these 
hospitals will reach that state of perfection which we so much desire. 

With these words, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PRiSipCNT: 1 shall take motions Nos. 629, 632 and 633 
together. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi HAMAIt ALIS **That the demand of Ils. 22,07,000 under 
the head *32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
^medical aid to rural areas).’* 
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BADI ANiieb efiewOHUEY uH KIhM tehib kmmi 
SAiLUL HIIQ: '*Tbat the demand of Rs. 22,07»000 under the head 
*S2.-*-Ho8pital8 and Diapenaaries* be reduced by Re. 1 (insufficient 
supply of medicine in charitable dispensaries)/’ 

HUft PRESIDENiT: I will take motions Nos. 630, 681 and 634 

together. 

ll0VdL A. NAG: I l>eg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 22,07,000 under the head “32B. — llu.Hpitals and Dispensaries” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (inadequate grants and in some cases, no grants to 
deserving private hospitals and dispensaries). 

In moving this motion standing in my name, I do not think T 
need say very much to impress upon you the fact that the hoiipitals 
should Ik? more aided than some of the very well-<'quipped hospitals 
are at present aided. It seems to me that (government is doing a good 
deal, but their attempts are limited to headquarters. Philanthropists 
of this lountry and of other countries interested in the people of this 
country have supported the hospitals and dispensaries in rural areas 
for medical relief to the suffering people. Jt is a well known fact that 
while people in the city of Calcutta or in the district towns can easily 
find a hospital to go to, it is very difihmlt in rural areas (o find 
qualified medical help and, therefore, I should think that the 
philanthropists who have started hospitals have done a great service 
in thus supplying the needs of the rural areas where so much sickness 
prevails. They are doing a good deal to help the State, but. Sir, I am 
very sorry to say that they have not up till now received much 
monetary help in the shape of recurring grants. 1 w'ould make a 
distinction here. I know some of the hospitals have been helped 
greatly in the capital grant but nothing in the shape of recurring 
grants. For instance, there is a hospital in Chatidrakona. There are 
two British qualified doctors. They have two British trained nurses 
and there are also other trained nurses. That they are doing good 
work will he evident from the fact that doveminefit have plaoed the 
local police and also forest officers in their chaiige. The OovdmmeBt 
on behalf of the police pay them Rs. 100 for the work done to the 
^ioe, and Rs. 250 on behalf of the forest officers. This hosfMtal, for 
instance, baa indoor patients numberiag about 900 to 1,100 yehf'ly and 
about 10,000 outdoor patients and altc^ether a total of abodt 12,500 
attendance. Over and above this, they have a house for the lepers 
where they have 19 in-patients — lepers. This hospital is being 
managedVith the money received from Brrti.sh philantbroptsto 


ttr. PHtifOtllT: I might tell the House that at the request of 
Ibh Hdh’ble IHnister in charge of Medical, I have agreed to ait up to 
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eight past seven to-night which ie exactly the hour when the time* 
limit for this grant would be reached. I think the House will agree 
to stretch its power of endurance a bit to enable me to dispose of the 
matter to-night. 

Revd. B. A. NAG: This hospital about which I was speaking 
had 400 major operations during the last year. The patients generally 
come from a very long distance, even as far from Noakhali and Hill 
Tippera. This hospital with such a reputation receives nothing in the 
shape of a recurring grant from Government. Then there is another 
hospital which is nearer Calcutta, but in the rural area — ^Ranaghat. 
This hospital really consists of two hospitals : one for men and one for 
women. The one for men has 70 beds and that for women 50. There 
artt two British qualified men doctors for the men’s department and 
two British qualified lady doctors for the women’s department; besides, 
there are British qualified nurses. This hospital last year had 2,530 
in-patients and 1,01,800 out-patients. Then there is yet another 
rural hospital in Sarenga in the district of Bankura. This hospital 
also has two British qualified doctors and two British qualified nurses. 
It had last year 666 indoor patients and 588 outdoor patients. The 
great thing that they are doing is that they are attempting to give 
relief to patients suffering from phthysis, but no recurring grant is 
given to them by Government. Then there is a hospital at Ealna 
which is well known. They have British qualified doctors and nurses. 
Here is a point which I do not understand. They say the recurring 
grant of Government is only Es. 1,000 a year and that too is not 
absolutely fixed. I have not been able to find out from the officials 
what this means. Probably it is a local arrangement. Then there is 
another hospital at Jiagunge for women. There are two British 
qualified lady doctors, A capital grant has been made to this 
hospital, but no recurring grant. When I was thinking of this subject 
some time ago, long before Mr. Singh Roy became our Minister, I was 
told by one who knew, that somewhere in the official reports it is 
written that these hospitals which are under missionary management 
are really rich, they are supported by rich people. I would like to say 
that they are not. The mission hospitals are indeed rich in one sense, 
namely, rich in sacrifices. These doctors are making great sacrifices, 
and the money that come from the foreign land come from people who 
probably give up a tram ride or a bus ride, or probably a breakfast or 
a launch in order to put money into the mission fund. That is the way 
they are supported. I understood from the Hon’ble Minister that the 
thana type cl dispensaries receive Es. 500 and the village type of 
dispensaries receive * Es. 250. These hospitals are dispensaries plus 
hospitals with in-patients, and for them 1 do not want to ask for a 
very large grant. Probably to start with Es. 2,000 a year would be 
quite* satisfactory, and 1 have no doubt that our Hon*hle Ministsr wMB 
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his great syinpatby for the suffering people and with hia great 
persuasive power will be able to persuade the Ilon^ble the Finance 
Member to let him have some money out of the money that has been 
surrendered by the Hon^ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter from the 
Jails grant. With these words, I move my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 


Kazi EMDAOUL HOQUEs Sir, I am in full agreement with my 
friend Maulvi Abul Easem that the object of dispensaries and hospitals 
is to give fac'ilities for treatment to all those persons who suffer from 
any sort of ailment irrespt^otive of their social position or any other 
consideration like that. Admission to hospitals should be given really 
to those persons wdio for poverty cannot have good treatment 
otherwise. Hut to our great surprise we find that the poor people 66 
not get the sort of treatment that is expected at the hands of the 
authorities who are in charge of dispensaries. To substantiate my 
point I may cite one example for the information of the House and for 
the information of the Hon^blo Minister so that he might see his way 
to do what lies in his power in this matter. Last winter during the 
Puja holidays I paid a visit to Katwa subdivision. There I met a 
young man in a very lamentable position. He narrated to me that bo 
got paralysis; I found his upper part was all right but his legs were* 

disabled. He looked like suffering from paralysis of the legs. Ho 

said that he tried to get admi.ssion into the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital as he cherished the hope that he would get proper treatment 
there and would bo cured of the disease. But he could not get tho 
admission. I noticed that this young man had to take the help of 
another man in moving .about. When I came back from Katwa I 
wrote a letter to the Superintendent of the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital and inquired whether it would be possible for him to admit 
this man into the hospital. I also said that the man entertains the 
hope that if he is admitted he would be cured. But tlie Superintendent 
wrote to me in reply that there was no seat available. My friend Ilai 

Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt said that rich men should not seek 

admission into hospitals and thereby deprive the poor men of the 
privilege. I fully agree with him, but at the same time I think the 
hospital authorities also should not allow rich people admission into 
the hospital. We, however, find that people who do not deserve 
admission into hospitals actually get it. 

6«45 p.m. 

We hope, Sir, the poor people will not he denied the privileges 
to which they are entitled by the authorities of the Medical College 
Hospital. Sir, we are not in a position to do anything in the matter* 
We can siinply give expression to our views. 
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With these words I support the motion of Revd. Mr. Nag. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Kati EMDADUL HOQUi! ^^That the demand of Bs 22,07,000 
Hnder the head ‘32B. — Medical Hospitals and Dispensaries’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (policy in regard to hospitals and dispensaries).” 

MaiHvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: ”That the demand of 
Bs. 2,52,000 under the head *32C. — Grants for medical purposes’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (inadequacy of grants).” 

Rai ^hib PANCHANAN BARMA: Sir, I rise to support the 
motion of my friend Bevd. B. A. Nag. He complains that Government 
do not give support to private hospitals and dispensaries. Sir, in the 
mufassal poor people come to these hospitals and dispensaries for 
medical help, but in most cases these hospitals and dispensaries are 
not properly equipped. In my district, Rangpiir, there are some such 
private hospitals. Some young men started tliese hospitals in places 
where there were no medical help available — I mean in the interior 
villages. One such hospital was started at Dalgram some years ago 
by some gentlemen of the locality and the medical man in charge of 
the hospital, although a Campbell passed man, is regarded in the 
locality to be far superior to men coming out from the Calcutta Medical 
•or any other such College. He is a very good surgeon and he is called 
-even in preference to an M.B. But this medical institution is 
suffering from want of funds. Of course, the district board gives 
i»omo help, but that is quite inadequate to meet the demands of the 
locality. There are also two other hospitals — one in the village of 
Mirganj and the other in the village of Soulmari, both within the 
jurisdiction of Jaldaca police-station. These hospitals are situated in 
places where medical help is not at all available, and the young 
^nterprisiff# gentlemen started these hospitals with the sole object of 
seeing that (he people may not die for sheer want of medical help, 
^ese young men collected sohae funds locally and have arranged 
to collect some funds annually, but the collections are precarious and 
during ibis year of dis^tiess their fuhds have almost been exhausted; 
Jtill Kre trying to run the hospital even at fhe saei^ce ot their 
-own funds. The nutnheV of patients receiving medical help at the 
hospitals are daily increasing, but the funds nt the disposal df the 
hospitals are yiot adequate. So I draw the attention of Government 
to the pitiable condition of these hospitals. They might not be as 
highly equipped aS Bevd. Mr. Nag would want them to be, but they 
acre hospitals ministering to the needs of a large number of people who 
Ate without medical help and many of whom might have died but for 
ibis medical help. So 1 draw the atientiou d GovcMttient to ihe 
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neo 0 fl 9 ity ol giving ^me grants to these hospitals for the relief of the 
poof people, as also for encouraging the public spirit of such 
enterprising youths to arrange for medical help. 

With these words I 8 uppt)rt the motion of the Revd. B. A, Nag. 


Mr. a. CAMPBELL FORRESTER; Sir. 1 shall take only a fmt 
minutes. The previous speakers have mentioned the cases of tome 
deserving private hospitals and dispensaries. 1 am concerned with 
the National Infirmary which is a small concern, struggling hard for 
its existence and deserving of every (‘onsideration at the hands of 
Government. Sir, this is the only institution that ministers to the 
needs of poor beggars, found in tlie streets; theie is no one turned 
away from this particular hospital; all are taken in. I am informed, 
very great hardship is often done to the poor people who are taken 
iiito some liospitals: if tlieir case is interesting to the medical fac ulty 
they retain them with the object of study and when they have learned 
all tlie.v can about their case they uie turned out to the streets to make 
room for soniehody else. This Natiofinl lufinnarv, of which I am 
the Prcvsident, is the only hospital in Calcutta where they ('an 
be taken to, and 1 hope the lion ‘hie Minister will 1 m* good enough to 
consider the ca.se of this institution. In a province where there is 
only one doctor to attend to l7,o(H) people, the remedy is for the 
Government to go supporting these de.serving institutions and I hope 
the Ilon’ble Minister will he able to make a .small grant to help this 
deserving small instituticiu. 


Millivi HAB8AN ALI: Sir, I beg to support the motion of Eevd. 
B. A. Nag. Sir, it is a known fact perhaps to us all here that in Bengal 
about three thousand people die of fever, about 200 die of cholera, 
70 die of dysentery, Go die of respiratory' diseases and 40 die of 
smalbpox every' day. One lakh people die every year in Bengal of 
consumption, that is to say, 12 persons die of consumption every hour. 
I am not a medical man. These are but matters of statistics. I may 
be incorrect in my figures yet there is no doubt about the fact that 
people of Bengal are being daily w'iped off in thousands by malaria, 
cholera, dysentery, small-pox and other diseases. And who are they^ 
Who of the Bengalee people die so in thousands every dayF It* is not 
very difBcult to find them out. It is the rural people of Bengal, it is 
those poor peasantry in Bengal who so die in hundreds without having 
any proper and timely medical aid. I do not find, Sir, that the 
Government have got any definite scheme, any definite policy, to follow 
in order to save the unfortunate rural people of Bengal excepting some 
hospitals and dispensaries which have never been and which will never 
be within the easy reach of the poor rural people. If anybody derives 
any benefit, it is the town people or the people living in the suburbs 
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of the town in which the hospital or the dispensary is situated. We 
have seen sometime poor fellows dying on the way before they reach 
the hospital or the dispensary. 

I therefore think, Sir, that in order to give proper, adequate and 
timely medital aid to the rural people, a definite scheme of establishing 
sufficient number of dispensaries and hospitals in the rural areas of 
the coxmtry should be immediately undertaken by the Government. 
This can easily be done through the union hoards and other local 
bodies. The charitable dispensaries under district boards are not 
sufficient to meet the situation. They are not suflficient in number and 
even if sufficient, the (|uantity of medicines is not sufficient. Each 
district board dispensary keeps only medicines worth Rs. 30() or 
Bs. 400 or at best Rs. 500 and those consist chiefly of quinine mixture 
and chirata mixture. • 

rh% Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, in reply 
to what has fallen from my hon’ble friend Revd. B. A. Nag, I may 
say that Government fully appreciate the great 8er\*ices which the 
Mission people are rendering to the p(‘ople of Bengal. I am sure that 
they have earned the gratitude of my countrymen and I wish that it 
were possible for the Government t<) do ail tliey wish to do to support 
the institutions run by the Missions. These are the people, I venture 
to say, who can legitimately be proud of Gieir achievements in the 
past and can look forward to their work in future with great hope. 
Revd. ^ag has said that there are not many qualified medical 
practitioners in the rural areas. Government recognised this want 
long ago and in order to meet it they estahlished several medical 
schools. The students who pass out of these institutions are expected 
to settle in tlie nnifassal in order to give medical help to the poor 
people. I am almost certain that in another few years’ time there will 
be no more want of properly qualified medi(‘al men in onr villages, 
provided these medical men do not waste their time and energy in 
seeking Government appointments or confine their activities to 
Calcutta or mufassal towns. Revd. Nag has said that many 
philant!»ropists are doing good work and their institutions have 
received capital grants but no recurring grants from the Government. 
Sir, Goveniinent is in a chronic state of want and I do not think I need 
labour that point. I wish it were possible for the Government to help 
these institutions as much as they would like to do. Unless private 
charity is forthcoming, unless more philanthropists come forward and 
open their purse strings for giving medical relief to the poor people, 
I do not find >ny possible solution of this problem. It is not a 
problem peculiar to tliis province only, but it is a problem all the world 
over and nowhere the problem of medical relief has been adequately 
solved without private charity. Revd. Mr. Nag has suggested that 
1 should get a portion out of the money surrendered by the Hon’hla 
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Menber in charge of Jails. I can assure him that I shaH try my best 
to get a share of it (hear, hear). But he knows very well that 
Mr. Marr is very close-fisted, it is not always easy to get money out of 
him (laughter). (A voick : He is not here.) (Anothke voice; 
Mr. Blandy is here, he will rejwrt it to him.) I wish Mr. Blaiidy would 
report it to him liecause, if lie reports, there is some chance of getting 
his sympathy. 

7 p.m. 

Besides maintaining hospitals and medical schools in Calcutta and 
medical schools in district towns (Government also maintain hospitals at 
Uttarpara, Raniganj and the Milford Hospital at Dacca. There 
are many other hospitals and dispensaries to which Government make 
annual grants and their number is as many as OS, My honTile friend 
the Revd. Mr. Nag has said that no recurring grant is made to some 
of the leper asylums. That is not a fact. 


Ravdt B. A. NAG: 1 only said that the (^handrukona Leper Asylum 
did not receive a grunt from Government. 


The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I stand 
corre(‘ted. It is not possilde for the (foverninent to maki' grants to 
all these deserving institutions hut Governinent do ns a matter of fact 
make some grant to the leper asylums at Ballygunge and Bankura, and 
thtue is a provision of Rs. 17. (KM) for grant to leper asylums. 

My friend Kazi Enidadul lIiHjiie has made certain allegations about 
admission to the Calcutta Medical (^dlege Hospitals. He said that 
undeserving jH*rsons got admission while deserving persons w'ere 
refused admission. I do not think T need ‘seriously try to answer this 
allegation. The Principal of the (^alcutta Medical (Vdlege, the Resident 
Surgeon of the (.’ollegc and all the gentlemen who are in charge of 
the hospital are persons of great sense of respcmsihility and 1 am not 
prepared to ai'cept a general allegation even from an hon’ble member 
of this House. Admi.Hsion of patients is a great problem with the 
authorities of the Calcutta hospitals. They are constantly pestered 
with applications for admission and these gentlemen find themselves 
in a helpless position when they have got to refuse admission against 
their own wishes for want of bed. The only remedy is to increase the 
number of beds and not mere allegations in the House. 

Rtl BahMkir KEBHAB CHANDRA BANCR4I: May I rise on a 
point of information, SirF 1 want to know whether these hospitals 
and dispensaries are affiliated to the State Medical Faculty, 
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nm Hon’bie Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROYs In reply to 
tlilfl queation I may aay that these institutions are not af&liated to the 
State Medical Faculty but they are staffed by qualified medical 
practitioners. 

Mr. Hassau Ali has said that there was no definite policy for 
giving medical relief in rural areas. I am really astounded to hear 
such an allegation. If my friend had cared to look into the budget he 
would have been thorouglily convinced that Government had done aU 
that was possible to do in their present financial position to give 
medical relief in the rural area.s. Medical relief to the mufassal people 
is given not always directly through the Government but in 
co-opeyation with the public bodie.s, like the municipalities and district 
boards. Government contribute a very large amount to these public 
bodies for medical relief and I am glad to declare that these public 
bodies are doing wonderful u’ork, an account of which I shall have the 
pleasure of placing before the House to-morrow morning. 

Witli these words 1 op])ose the motion. 

Revd. B. A. NAG: In view of the as.s\iraucc — a very hopeful 
assurance — given by the Ilon’ble Minister I. beg leave of the House to 
withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Ilevd. B. A. Nag was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: ‘ Thai the demand of 
Es. 2,r)2,0(K) under the head ‘32C. — Grants for medical purposes’ be 
rediu’ed by Rs. 100 (not making provisions for recurring grants to the 
Jatitt Aurbijnan Hospital and the Jadavpur Tubenulosis Hospital).” 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,52,000 under the head *‘32C. — Medical — Grants for 
medical purposes” be reduced by Rs. 10 (to propose a scheme for 
training male nurses for male patients in hospitals). 

I am in thua difficulty that I have only three or four minutes’ time, 
and I wish to make the best of this time at my disposal. I would only 
point out to this Council that for some time past I have been trying 
to make out a scheme for training male nurses who could take up 
partially the work of nursing hospital patients along with the existing 
staff of female nurses. 

There is in Calcutta the Hospital Nurses’ Association which has 
been training nurses lor our hospitals, etc. It has been doing very 
good work; hut in spite of the efforts of many influential persons 
conducting that institution and in spite of the fact that a large amount 
of money is being spent every year for its objects the requirements of 
our hospitals in Calcutta even cannot be met by it. It must he 
admitted that the aims and objects of the Association can only be 
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attained if very htffre stuns of money are availaiile. Of this, however, 
theve is not much prospect. As the result of an for Indian 

names there was an attempt made to have Beuj^ali girls trained as 
nurses along with the European sisters and to take them up for the 
nursing of our hospital patients. Here the greatest difiteulty was that 
suitable Bengali girls who could take up nursing as a profession were 
not easily available. All fhe^e things led ns to think that the 
nursing of our male patients in our hospitals might well be left to male 
nurses who would take it up as a profession, so that whatever number 
of Indian women would take up this profession eould be diverted to 
the nursing (»f female patients in our hospitals. With a view to that 
I am suggesting that the (lovernment should organise a cadre of male 
nurses recruited from among young hhatlrulok Bengalees who have 
received education up to the matriculation standard of the University, 
give them a year’s training and suh8e<|uently give them a pay of 
Rs. 40 to Rs. 120. This in short is my scheme and 1 hope it will receive 
sympathetic consideration at the hands of Government. 


The Hon’bie Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As a matter of 
fact this proposal is not (piite new to Government. The Government 
sanctioned a scheme in September, 1929, but could not give effect to 
it for want of funcM* This question of training and registration of 
nurses is iu»w being considered by the State Medical P'aculty and 
Government will b(* pleased to recommend the co-option of ray 
esteemed friend Rai Bahadur Dr. llaridhan Dutt to this body and I 
hope his advice- atul suggestions will be very valuable to the members 
of the State Medical Faculty. 

Rli Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I accept that suggestion 
although that is not what I meant by my motion. In any <'ase 1 beg 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then, by leave 
of the (’ouneil, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum (»f Rs, 49,80,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head *’32. — Medical” uas then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head ‘%T2,-~Medi(‘ar’ were not 
called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL: **Tbat the demand of Rs. 14,000 
under the head *32D. — Medical Ckdlege — Scholarships, prixes, etc.' 
be redi^e^d by Re. 1 (grievances of the students of the depressed classes 
in the maHisr).” 

Mr. lA^AT CHANDRA BALs “That the demand of Rs. 16,000 
under the head *32D. — Medical Colleges and Bchools~-Scholarships and 
prises, ete.' be reduced by Re. 1 (grievances of the students of the 
tiackward e}asses).*’ 
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MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHABAI: ^That the demand of 
Rs. 9,62,000 under the head ‘32D.— ^Medical CoUegre and Schooja’ 
he reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion about the question of 
medical education generally and particularly to the necessity of 
retaining the services of Colonel MacOilchrist in the Calcutta Medical 
College till an equally ((Ualihed man in Physiology, Bio-Chemistry and 
Electro-Cardiograph is available for the College).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 9.62,000 under ihe head ‘02D.— Medical Colleges and Schools' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (necessity of reserving a definite number of seats 
?vith stipends for the students of the backward classes).” 

Maulvi .MUHAMMAD H088AIN: “That the demand of Rs. 4,52,000 
under the head ‘32E. — Mental Hospitals’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(inadequate accommodation for lunatics),” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: That ihe demand of 

Rs. 4,52,000 under the liead ”32E. — Menial Hospitals’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw attention of (Government It) the want of accommodation 
of insane convicts in mental hospitals).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8A1: That the demand of 

Rs. 40,30,000 under the head ‘32. — Medical* be redmed by Rs. 5 (to 
draw attention to the urgency of the establishment of a sanitarium for 
tuberculosis patients and also to drau' attention to the fa(‘t that nothing 
practical has been done to establish a medical school in the district of 
Hooghly and also to draw’ attention to the need of contributing more 
money to the training of dhais and for the introduction of the 
Ayurvedic and Fnaui systems).” 

Khan 8ahlb Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 

Rs. 46,30,000 under the head ‘32. — Medical’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw’ attention to the lack of sympathy in recruiting Mussalmams in 
every service cadre — Provincial, Subordinate and Ministerial).” 

|Mr. 8ARAT OHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Re. 46,30,000 
under the head *32. — Medical’ be reduced by Re. 1 (policy with 
reference to backward classes).” 

Rai Bahaiiur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHER4I: “That the 
demand of Rs. 46,30,(KK) under the head ‘32. — Medical' be reduced by 
Re. 1 (general apathy and negligence of medical officer and attendants 
in admitting patients in hospitals).” 

Alijouraiiiaiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m,, on Saturday, tha 
28th March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



ProoiMlings of IN Baiigal Ltgitlitiva Counoll atttiwbiid uiHlir Hit 
proYitiofit of the Covonmioiit of IimHo Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 28th March, 1981, at 10-80 a.m. 


Proaofit: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble llaja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosli) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Membert 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 103 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or ifflmiatioii. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. W. L. Armstrong. 


Starrod Quoatlont 

(to which oral answers were given). 


Certain small hillocks in the mkist of Covemmont khae fotes in 
Cox’s Baxar suMivision. 

M7B. Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (a) Wm the 

flon’ble Member in charge of (he Revenue Department l>e pleUvSed to 
state whether small hillm'ks in the mid.st of (Government khan jaten 
leased out to the poor jotedarn of different villages, such as Patali, 
Machuakhali and other contiguous and adjm’eiit villages, of the Cox’s 
Baear subdivision in Chittagong, have been released from Reserved 
Forest and kept khan by Government? 

(6) Is it a fact that they are now being let out to u xamindar, 
MauWi Mucaffar Ahmed Choudhury? 

{c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be plsAsed to state whether be is aware of a feeling of discontent 
and unrest among the poor jotedan? 

(d) Is tbe Hon’ble Member also aware that these jotedarn have for 
a long time been taking fuels and switches lor their own use and 
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g^eing* cattle therein by taking a permit from the Government on small 
payment? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
the intervention of a middleman? 

MEMBiR in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bie 
•If Provaeh OhunBer Mitter): (a) These lands (hillocks) were recorded 
as khas by the Settlement Department and held khojtf and being unfit 
for cultivation, are not generally settled raiyatwari except for the 
purpose of building homesteads. 

(h) No. The Forest Dejjartment granted temporarily to Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Miizaffar Ahmed the right to issue permits for grazing and 
forest produce in certain areas in Patali, Tetoia and Totokhali at the 
Scheduled rate sanctioned by Government. Thi.s is not a case of land 
settlement. 

(c) No. It does not appear that there exists any feeling of dis- 
content and unrest among the jotedars. Certain villagers filed peti- 
tions of objection before the Collector. 

(d) No. The tenants previously grazed their rattle in and took fuel 
from the hillocks surreptitiously without taking any permit. 

(e) The matter is under consideration of the Commissioner. 

Constitution of the Bengal Road Board. 

M71. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHAp of 
Naahipur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the T^ocal Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state tlic constitution of the 
present Bengal Road Board and the names of its present members? 

(b) Are the members of the Standing Committee of the Public Works 
Department nominated to it? 

(c) If not, why not? 

(d) Have all the districts Wen representetl on it? 

(e) If not. which of the districts are reju'esented? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. BiJoy Pram! Singh Roy): (a) A list 

is laid on the table. 

(h) No. 

(r) The Road Boanl is sufficiently large as it is and the Standing 
Committee of Ijje Public Works Department does not appear to stand 
in any special relation to its functions which are to advise on the pro- 
gramme for grants from the Central Road Fund. 

(d) No, 

(«) See («). 
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LiH ^ferred to in the reply to clause (rt) of starred question No. 171^, 

diowing the weml>ers to advise Government on the programme for 

esfpenditure from grants from the Central Road Fund for the year 

2931. 

n) The Hon'hle Minister in charpre of the Self»*Goverameut 

Department, President. 

^2) Secretars* to the Government of Bengal, Finanre Department, 

(3) Seeretary to the Govennnent of Bengal, Pnhli(‘ Works Depart* 
ment. 

(4) SecretaiT to tlie Government of Bengal, Tioeal Self-Government 
Department. 

(o) (’liief Engineer, Public Works Department. 

(0) Uai Keshab Phandra Banarji BahB4lur, Chairman, Dacca district 
board . 

(7) Raja Moni I.al Singha Roy, (m.k,. Chairman, Burdwaji district 
board. 

(^8) Maulvi Jalaliiddin Ahmad, Chairman, Chittagong district board, 

(9) Mnuiri Syed Nausher Ali, M.L.r., Chainnan, Tessore district 
board. 

(19) Mr. W, L. Travers, r.T.F., o.b.f., m.l.c. 

(11) Mr. Sudhan Chandra Rny, representative of the Bengal Notional 
rhaml>er of Commerce 

(12) Mr. I. P. F. Camjdiell, representative of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce. 

(13) Mr. A. n. C. Rost ron, Chairman of the Motor Industrie* 
Association. 

(14) Mr. G. S. Bocquot, r.i.K., v.n., M. ikst. t., a.-d.c., representa- 
live of railways in Eastern Bengal. 

(15) Mr. F. M. TiPslie, representative of the Automobile Association 
of Bengal. 

2. The Board as constituted will hold office for the year 1931, 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKtH: Will the Hon’ble Minister W 
pleased to state the principle he has followed in making thesa^ 
appointments P 

nit Hoffblt Mr. BUOY PRASAD BINCH ROY: We have got the 
members td certain district boards on the Road Board Committte, 
What we propose to do is to keep this board for the next three year* 
when we shall appoint another set of members. This is to enable un 
to have continuity of the work of the board. 
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iiaufvi 8YED MA4ID 8AKSH: Will the Hon’ble Miaister be 
pleased to state why some district boards are represented and some are 
notP 

The Hon’ble Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: We have taken 
■one district board from each division. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
lie pleased to consider the election of representatives from this House 
■on the board? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think it 
erill serve any useful purpose. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Moslems on the ministerial staff of the Board of Revenue. 

107. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charj^ of the Tleveiiue I)e}xiHment be pleased to say how 
many va(anR’ies in the ministerial staff of the Board of Itevenue 
-occuiriHl durinK* the last three years and how many of them have been 
a^iven to Moslems and non-Moslems, resi»ectively, and what is the 
total numlHM' of ministerial appointments in that office and how many 
of them are held by Moslems and non-Moslems ? 

(b) In filling up the vacancuvs referred to in clause (a), were the 
orders of the Ap[X)intment Department for the increased appointment 
of Moslems in ministerial services in Bengal followed by the Board? 
If not, why not? 

Tht Hon’bis Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) The total 
number of ministerial posts in the office of the Board of Revenue is 
35, out of which 10 are held by Muhammadans. Out of 12 vacancies 
which occurred in the period 1928-29 to 1930-31, 8 have been filled 
ap hitherto. Muhammadans were appointed to 6 of the 8 vacancies. 

(b) Yes, 

lUlcmwit «f wurlc in the ollloc of the IntfMtnrwGwwrnl of Ptiioo. 

m Hoji LAL MUHAMMEO: {n) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
4 sharge of the Police Department be pleased to state how many derloi 
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lU tli0 Chief Secretary’s offices and in the office of the Inspector- 
General of Police, respectively, have been invalided during the last 
five years? 

(b) Is it a fact that the ministerial officers in the office of the 
Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, have i>roport innately leen 
invalided more annually than in the offices of the Finance Secretary 
and Chief Secretary Y If so, what is the reason ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the proportionately greater jdiysical iiuuijwcita- 
tion in the In8j)e<‘tor-(Jeneral of Police’s office is due to overwork? 
If not, to what is this due Y 

(d) Will the Hon’hle MeinlK^r Ik» please<l to state how many letters 
are daily received in the office of the Insiiector-Cteneral of Police and 
the Police DeiKirtnient of the Secretariat, resfaH tively ^ 

(c) What is the mimher of clerks who diarise the fresh letters in 
these offices, resjKH tively 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
W. D. R. Prentice): {a) Four in Chief Seiretary’s offices, and four in 
the office of the Inspector-Geiu*ral of Police. 

{h) 'So. Only in the year was the pro|HMtic>n greater, 

(c) Tlie gi eater proportion of physical iiica{)a<'itation in the office 
of the Ins|)ector-Geiienil of Police in the year is re}M»rted to have 
been purely fortuitous and not to be due to overwork. 

(d) Seventy-eight in the office of the InsfK*ctor-(ieaeral of Police 
and 13 in the Police Dejwrtnient of the Swretariat. 

(c) Two in the office of the ln.sjM‘ctor-(ienenil of Police. There 
is no scixirale iKjst nf diarist in tie- l^)lice DeiHirtinent. The work is 
done by another clerk in addition to his ordinary duties. 


Court aooommodation of Honorary Magistratea in Bankura* 

loa. BabU SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: (a) Is the TTon’ble 
Member in charge of the TIevenue Deixirtment aware that owing to 
insufficiency of (‘ourt room.s in the Bankura town, the Stijjendiary and 
Honorary Magistrates are often com {wiled to hold courts in tents, 
even at a time when the temperature under the shade goes up to 118®? 

(6) Are the Government aware that the Central Hall belonging 
to the Wf^leynn Mission and standing on khui tnchal lands kas been 
cSered to Government for sale at a low price? 

(c) II so, do the Government intend to accept the offer for 
vtiligation as court rooms for Honorary Magistrates ? 
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(b) It hag been offered, but it is not yet known whether the price 
can be considered low. 

(c) The question of accepting the offer is under examination by 
the local officers. 


Naturo of transaotions oarriod on in the East India Juts Association, 

Limited. 

110. Maulsi ABDUS SAM AD: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to 
the nature of the transactions carried on in the East India Jute 
Association, Ltd. ? 

(h) Have the jxdice inquired into this matter? 

(c) If so, what is the result of the inquiry? 

(d) Has the opinion of the Public Prosecutor been taken in the 
matter? 

(e) If so, what is his opinion? 

(/) Do the Government prop(»se to take any action in these matters? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble Member aw'are that there were several cases 
in the Police (Tourt in which the isirties complained of their cashiers 
and durwans losing money in this Asso<iution by gambling? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in league with a few rich 
persons this Association is carrying on gambling transactions? 

(i) Have the Government received any comtdaint? ’ . 


Tlio Hofl’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) and (b) Tes. 

(c) Inquiries are still proceeding. 

(d) Yes. in 1927. 

(s) Prosecution was not justified. 

(/) Action will be taken whenever reliable evidence is received to 
the effect thal a breach of the law is being committed. 

(g) Nothing is known about any such case. 

(h) Such allegations have been made bnt never substantiated. 

(i) Yes, but not from any disinterested source. 
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iirviot of iMtioi uadir Motion 144| Griminal Froooduro Ood^ 
on Babu Niityagofiol Btiattaoharjooi 

111. BabM KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) U the Hon blo 

Member in chargee of the Police Department aware that Babu 
Niityagopal Bhattacharjee, a repieaeniative of the Bengal Provincial 
Hindu Sabha, was served with a notice under section 144 prohibiting 
him from staying in the subdivision for a jH'riod of two months? 

{b) Is it a fact that he was made to leave Nilphamari town by the 
next available train luider liroumstances of great inconvenience? 

(c) Is it a fact that he saw' the SuMi visional Officer and wae 
instrumental in hriiiging to his nt>ti(‘e the grievances and disabilitiei 
of the loc^il Hindus? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble Member In* pleased to state whether the said 
gentleman jHirticijnited in any illegal m-tivities? 

it) If the answers to (ob (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, will 
the llou'ble Member Ih‘ ideased to state what aj‘e the reasons which 
induced the local authorities to pass the aforesaid order under section 
144, (Viminal Procedure (’ode? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Yes. 

(h) He was directed to leave Nilphamari by the “next available 
train which would enable him to depart. “ Government are not aware 
of the amount of intjonvenienoe caused by the order to the issue of 
which Babu Nrityagopal Bhattacharjee raised no objection. 

(c) He is re|K>rted to have made {re<]uent visits to the Sulnli visional 
Officer in his bungalow accom{)(inied by a large number of Hindus and 
to have made numerous allegations of a panicky nature. 

(d) No, so far ns Goveniment are aware. 

(e) A co]n' of the oi-der under smdion 144, Criminal Procedure 
Code, is placed on the table. 


Copy of order referred to in the reply to clause id) of unstarred 
question No, 111. 

Copt of Peocbedings uxdke sbction 144, Criminal 
P socBDORR Code. 

Whereas it has been made to appear to me that Babu Nrityagopal 
Bhattacharjee, said to be a representatiTe of Bengal Prorincial Hindu 
SaUia, Is moving abmit in this subdivision making attempts, by 
esfliag meetings of Hindus and otherwise, to open m revive local 
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branches of the Hindu Sabha wliich is a communal organisation, and 
such acts on his part are likely to foment and spread feelings of anta^ 
gonism between the two communities between whom there is already 
a considerable amount of high tension and breach of peace is immi- 
nently probable as a result, I hereby order Babu Nrityagopal 
Bhattacharjee under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, to refrain 
from staying within my jurisdiction later than the time of the next 
available train which would enable him to deport. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that Babu Nrityagopal Bhattacharjee is the same man who moved 
about the Nadia district just before this incident? 


The Hon’bia Mr# W# D# R# PRENTICE: Yes, I think I recognise 
the name. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

33.— Public Health. 

The Hon'blo Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sura of Rs. 41,81,(KK) be granted for expenditure under the head “33. — 
Public Health. “ 

In placing this demand before the House, I may say that the 
demand under the head “Public Health” is higher by Rs. So, 000 than 
even the budget estimate of the current year. The grants for malaria 
and kala-azar, public health organisation in the districts, augmentation 
grants to the district hoards, ren)ain intact. 

If it were not an abnormally lean year, several new schemes have 
been taken up; but most of these new works had to be postponed. 
Bengal is in chronic state of financial want. But in spite of that the 
State grant for public health work has substantially increased in course 
of the last five years. While the grant on education has been decreased 
by 17*6 per cent,, medical 15*6 per cent., the grant on public health baa 
been increased by 85*8 per cent. I am glad to say that in spite of 
serious financial difficulties, it has been possible to maintain most of 
the grants intact in the next year’s budget. The result of the combined 
activity of the local bodies and the Government on the public health 
of the province has proved very satisfactory* 



DEMANDS FOE QBANT8. 


U 1929, the number of births was 1,361,278, of death 1,094,268^ 
against 137,560 ami 1,189,015 in 1928. The population increased by 
267,000 in 1929. Except in the districts of Jessore and Rajshahi^ 
everywhere the death rate is below birth rate. Infant mortality haa 
also decreased. In Calcutta and Dacca maternity centres have been 
opened, and they are doing very useful work. Besides in Calcutta and 
Dacca, 1,076 dais were given elementary training by local Imdies with 
Government aid. There were 139 baby shows in the province in 1928* 
29. The number of deaths from malaria in 1929 was 335,414 against 
368,691 in 1928 and against 737,223 in 1921. So also in case of kala* 
aaar 140,970 in 1928 and 114,145 in 1929. Bupees 4,20,000 waa 
contributed to the district hoards on various accounts during the year 
1929-30. 

In tlie year 192t>-27, which can suitably be taken as a standard year 
before the introduction of niral health units, the expenditure on public 
health and iiiediral relief was just under Us. 22 lakhs with Goveniment 
aid of Us. 3, 84, (MM). In the year 1929-30, the expenditure under thia 
had risen to nearly Its. 32 lakhs and the State grants for the purpose- 
to nearly Us. 12 laklis. These figures are themselves sufficient to 
show the increasing financial responsibility taken by the Government 
for medical relief and public health work. The most prominent feature 
in public health work is the rapid spread of rural health units in charge 
of Sanitary Inspectors, finumed by Governuient hut administered by 
the distri( t hoards. Health units have been established in 555 thanaa 
by the (mkI of l!)29-«‘f0 and will he extended to the few remaining ihanas. 
The ideal of having one dispensary for each thana is being rapidly 
approached. The number of dispensaries maintained or aided by the' 
Government has increased from 9(M» in 1928 to 929 in 1929-t3() and the 
programme is being gradually carried out, so that by the eml of the 
current year their number is likely to increa.se further. Kx(H»nditurea 
on these heads have been sci upnionsly maintained. The Government 
have also committed themselves to the contribution of Us. 1,50,000 to 
liajshahi AVater-works by contributing Us. 1,(MH), for Bhatpara 
Sewerage Scheme Us. 1,50. (MM) has been provided in the next yearV 
budget. All these have been done in spite of financial stringency. 

I admit that we are yet far from our goal. I may assure the 
hon’ble members of this House that medical relief and public health 
work in Bengal would have made at least 50 per cent, more progresa 
but for the unfortunate game of the ministry baiting. 

By way of anticipating some of the motion.^ relating to expenditure 
on rural public health, it may interest members if 1 say a few worda 
about the action taken as the result of the report of the committee on 
Bural Public Health which was appointed last year, and I trust, Sir, 
that you would be able to aUow me some alight latitude in touching 
on these as it will be found that though not strictly of hnanciid 
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-character the proposals of the committee do bear directly on the Public 
Health budget. To begin with, the committee expressed its 
«pp] ei'iations of the work done by rural health units which I find 
criticised in one motion. They state that “the cx>mmittee appreciate 
the value of the system of niral health units introduced with Govern- 
ment aid/* and now the expenditure on tliese units exceeds 25 per cent, 
in the Public Health budget. In connection with the dexnand for 
Rs. 12,00,000 for grants for Sanitary Inspectors in charge of rural 
health units, I may say that one of the steps taken as the result of 
.exaiuiiiing the {!ommittee*s recommendations — 

(1) Is to fix rather more definitely the statutory basis of these 
appo in til vents and to frame rules defining the functions of these 
-officers. 

(2) The committee drew special attention to the sanitary committee 
of district boards, and we huAe initiated inijuiries to ascertain wliat 
funciions have been delegated to tlu*>e committees as t!»e first steps 
towards reorganising their buMs. 

(3) Another of the eommittee’s recomimuidations which we have 
followed up is the proposal to make greater use of the powers of the 
Epidemic Diseases Act to deal wdth epidemics in the districts; and we 
have invited district hoards to frame u set of standing rules applicable 
to the district which would be readily put in force in case of 
emergency. 

(4) Another result of the committee’s recommendations has been to 
direct the attention of Government to the powers of district boards 
towards sanitary control of fairs, melttn and bazars. This is a question 
which has not yet been faced, but we are advised that the district 
boards have power to make by-laws for the sanitary control of fairs, 
melon and bazars, and have circulated for preliminary opinion simple 
model by-laws which will well prove to be the first step in the most 
important extension of the sanitary powers of these local bodies. It 
will be appreciated that all these measures associate themselves in one 
degree or another wnth the organisation of rural health units under the 
control of district boards wdiich, as I have mentioned now, forms by 
far the largest individual items in our budget. 


Khali BatUKhir Maulvi AZIZUt HAQUE: Will a copy of the report 
be circulated f 


Tha Nwi’hla Mr. BidOY PEAiAD tlNCH ROY: Tea, it wiU be 
rclfoulated. 
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iHlIiiliBRA DIB DAI MAHABAil 1 Wfir to iiio\*e that the Aethiiid 
tii M 8a, €00 under the head “a3A .—PubhV Health-~E«tabliahiiieiii— 
Cotitribution towards pay of Health Officers and Sanitary laftpeetora** 
be reduced hv Rs, 101 (to draw attention to the failure of the 
Department to pay its half share of contribution as undertaken at the 
time of their appointment to some mutiK'ipalities specially to the 
Dansberia Municipality). 

Sir, I feel a certain amount of hesitancy in movinp this motion as 
the poor iminiiipalrty of Bttnsheria is involved in it, le«t it he htiished 
«side as a domestic affair of its chairman who unfortunately happehs 
to be the mover off this motion. A Sanitary Inspector of the 
municipality was appointed in 191^1 on the understandiiiff that half Of 
his pay should be paid out of provincial revenues. Prom the file which 
1 hold in my hand now, I find that the Director of Public Health, 
Ben^ea], in his letter No. 409tiS., dated the tJftth Man h, 1921, wrote to 
the chairman, lianslieria Municipality, through the District Magistrate, 
Hooghly, that “in my opinion, in order to have better and efficient 
management of the conservamy work and the trenching grounds, it is 
very desirable that steps should be taken for the early appointment of a 
Sanitary Inspector. Under se< tion 3491) of the Bengal Municipal Act, 
the Bansberia Municipality is.undei statutory obligation to provide a 
qualified Sanitary Inspector. As the Wal Government will l>e prepared 
to meet lialf the cost of appointing a Sanitary Inspector, the municipal 
commissioners may be urged, in the interest.s of the public healtli of 
the town, to employ a Sanitary Inspector. re<‘o\ering half the cost from 
provincial reveniiCvS,” 

Notification No. 3131 P.H., dated the 22nd September, 1921, under 
the Ministry of Local Self-Oovenimenf , was published in the Cnlcntfa 
Gazette, under sub-section 349(’ the Bengal Municipal Af t, 1884, as 
amended by the Bengal Municipal (Sanitary flfficers) Act, 1914, 
declaring Part XI B of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884 (as so 
amended), to be in force in the Bansberia Municipality. The District 
Magistrate of Hooghly in hi.s letter No. 3f)39J.(},, dateil the 21st 
October, 1921, asked the chairfiiuii to submit an application bir 
Ooverninent’s contribution towards the pay the iSonitar^' Inspector 
and since then the municipality is asking for Governmerit’s contribution 
from year to year and on some pretext or other it is being put off dr 
ratber attempts are being made to deny liability. I do not wish to 
tire' the patience of flie Bouse by going tli rough the corresjKindence 
irhicb took place on the subject during the last ten years. OoTemment 
has not paid a coxerie as yet as its contribution. I do not know what 
#aS ibe necessity of making large promises and making smooth excuses 
afterwards. Such sort of treatment does not enhance the reputation of 
any OoTemment but ratber lessens it in the public esiimntiou. f have 
this motion with a view to warn the Oovemment of the stH 

4a^ 
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consequences which result therefrom. It is most objectkmable to feed 
one with false hopes. I should like to ask the Hon’ble Minister to 
redeem the promise and save the reputation of Government. 

The chairmen of some other municipalities also made to me similar 
complaints which emboldened me to move in the matter. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hon'bto Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 thank the 
hon’ble member for drawing the attention of the House to this matter. 
I can give him the assurance that as soon as funds permit Government 
will certainly take up this question. I cannot say anything more at 
the present moment. I hope the hon'ble member will accept this 
assurance and agree to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Muuindra Deb Hal Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 88,000 under the head “dtiA. — Public Health 
Establishment — Supplies and Services — Contribution towards pay of 
Health Officers and Sanitary Inspectors'’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(necessity for appointing more such officers from amongst the 
candidates of the backward classes for rural work). 

Sir, my only object in bringing forward a motion like this is to 
draw’ the attention of the House and of the Government to the 
improper and inadequate method of recruiting Sanitary Inspectors 
and to the necessity for appointing more such officers from amongst 
the candidates of the ba(*kward classes for rural work in the interior 
of the province. You will find, Sir, that there is this Department of 
Public Health with the Director at its head; and there is also an 
arrangement to train up young men in this technical branch, who 
poeaess the initial necessary educational qualifications and who come 
up to the depwrtinent for this training. The duty of these officers,, 
when appointed to this very useful department, ought to be amongst 
others to teach elementary rules of sanitation and health to 
illiterate millions of masses in the mufassal. I do not claim to know 
much of their actual work in the rural areas, but what little knowledge 
1 possess, 1 have seen that these officers practically woik as vaccinatora 
while moving from place to place. They seem to be satisfied hy 
discharging their duties in this way : and it seems that they forget 
their real and very important vrork which 1 consider ought to be itt 
the nature of a pfOfmganda by way of teaching the people the simple 
and elementary laws of health. I hope the House will agree with 
me when I say that whenever there is any epidemic in the nature of 
cholera, pox, etc., it is the poor and the illiterate who suffer most* 
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Tlijt is due to tkeir ignorance as also to their poverty and in some 
caeae to superstitious ideas. The staff of trained sanitary officers ia 
very inadequate and wherever these officers exist, they cannot, and int 
many cases do not, practically render any help. The reason seems to 
me to be that these officers in most cases have neither any sympathy 
with, nor any respect for, the people amongst whom they have to 
work. It is indeed very essential in all public services that whatever 
the grade and position of the officers may be, they must hare respect 
for the people whom they are called upon to serve. Failure and 
mistrust arise whenever there is any deviation from this elementary 
principle governing the spirit of all public servants. It was indeed 
gratifying to hear from the Hou'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray,, 
the then Minister in charge of the Department of Public Health,, 
when he uttered very encouraging words last year in his budget sj>eecli 
in this connection. I quote his words: **We have also mado 
considerable progress in Public Health Department. Dur scheme of 
providing every thuna in Bengal — some GOO in number — with n 
sanitary unit in charge of the specially trained Sanitary Inspector^ 
will be complete this year and for this we have provided the sum of 
Rs. 12,00,(KK). Our efforts to combat malaria, kaln-a^ar, smallpox and 
chtdera have met with very gratifying results and a pemsal of our 
Public Health report will, I am sure, gladdeti the heart of the greatest 
pessimist among us. Sir, it gives me much pleasure to announce 
publicly that we have almost succeeded in bringing this knla-axar 
menace under control and in a few years* time there will be no trace 
of it left in Bengal.*’ Sir, these are indeed very encouraging words 
of robust optimism of the late Minister. It is really gratifying 
to hear now from the present Hon’hle Minister that this has not been 
kept hidden under red-tapeism and that some part of it at least has 
been translated into action. I would only request the Hon'ble 
Minister to finish the scheme as it is really a very important one. 

Sir, as I have said that in, the Department of Public Healthy 
there is an arrangement for training young men for this work and I 
venture to think that those candidates of the backward classes who 
have been bom and brought up in the same cx>nditions and 
circumstances as the people themselves whom the Sanitary Inspectors 
are called upon to serve, when they are appointeil as such, would 
prove themselves much better able to do this work than those who 
come here merely to find a job. You will find that this is not tho 
Executive or the Judicial Department of the Government. It must 
be admitted, as I have already indicated, that the people who live in 
the remotest villages, amongst whom the backward classes form the 
large portion, require the assistance of the sanitary officers for 
elementary lessons on sanitation and I maintain that when there is a 
fair number of them otherwise qualified, to undergo the special 
training, their cases should be sympathetically considered. Theta 
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^'oung men should be giren thal initial training and appointed to 
this work in order thsat tkcy migbt be 9 f real service to tbo commuiiFity, 
for, Ibey will have their hearts in the work and will not be like those 
who come only for the ptirpoee of finding a job. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance Of 
the House. 

Maufvi MUHAMIIAD FAZLULLAH: I beg to move that the 
demand of Hs, 1,98,000 under tte head “33A. — Public Health 
Establishment” be reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the 
present system under which insuflSicient number of Moslems are 
admitted for sanitary training). 

1 move this to express disapproval at the insufficient number of 
Mussalmans appointed as Sanitary Inspectors. The rural public 
health organisation has Wn inaugurated only within last few years 
at a lime when the question of appointment of the Mussalmans in 
public services was in forefront and yet in retTuiting oliicei’s in the 
ranks of Sanitary Inspectors under this organisation, proper notice 
was not taken of the claims of the Mussalmans. Here was 
an opportunity lost. Heaven knows when it will be possible 
to rectify this. This shows liow we are handicapped. I do 
not want to take much time of the House on this point. As 
facts are glaring enough, they do not require any further comment 
from me. 

KhifI BthMHir Maulvfi AIHIfL HA<)Vts I beg to sui)port the 
motion moved by my friend Muulvi Muhammad Fazlullah regarding 
the insufficient number of Muhammadans admitted for sanitar^^ 
training. Out of 588 Sanitary Inspechws recruited during the last 
two or three years, only IKK of which 24, by accident alone, came 
from the district of Mymensingh, were Muhammadans. It will 
^Murprise the House to hear what qualifications are needed for this post. 
’The' qinMitiou of the appointment of Muhammadans in this service was 
taken up during the last tWo or three years at a time when the question 
of Moslem appointments was in the air and the attention of Government 
was drawn to the paucity in the numlwr of these appointments. It 
is really unfortunate and painful and I much regret that we should 
have to draw the attention of the House to the question of the paucity 
of Moslems whether in the Fniversity or for sanitary training, But, 
Bir, I want to assure you, on behalf of myself and the party to which 
I belong, that we never considered that the Hindus were our enemies 
and therefore We are taking up this question. Unfortunately, Sir, a 
suggestion was mad# yesterday by my friend Maulvi Abdus Samad 
to the effect that when we approached all these questions we considered 
the Hindus our enemies, I repudiate this charge and I say it is not 
eimply because we consider the Hindus our brethnen but we 



}«^] OeXANPB FOR GRAKTS. MS 

tiwir trust i« lu. Tliis vast of trust, «t ftel, is mors daugsrous 
sot #»Jy for the Rifldu comuiunity but for all people like that 

Mr. PREtlDENTl I eauuot allow you to i^evive ya«tenlay*« 
diieuBi^ioB OD oommunal lines, in »]>ite of the fact that it ha» already 
been eloaed. 

Khiii Bthadiar Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUEi I beg your pardon, I 
withdraw what 1 have said. I {Kiinted nut (hut 1 wanteil to draw the 
attention of the House to the fact of the totally insuflioient number 
of Moslems in this department; I do not do this with a view to 
criticise the ministry’, hut I trust the memlwrs jiresent will realise tho 
situation and see that some steps are taken to increase this number. 
If the Minister does not know how to obtain suitable candidates, I 
am sure there are inany leading Moslems who would be only t(H> glad 
to assist him to obtain suitable candidates. 

11 u.m. 

But we only hope that the Hon’ble Minister will realise the 
situation and will kindly M*e that steps are taken to recruit 
Muhammadans. If he agree?', 1 think it will be possible to find out 
sui table M u h a m ma d a n s , 

With these few words, I beg to support this motion. 

Rai Bihadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERill: I fully sympathiao 
with the object of the m(>\ei of this motion that more Muhammadana 
should be taken in for training as Sanitary Inspectors, but at the 
same time I would like to draw the attention of the mover and the 
members of this House to the iaf t that the niimbei of Muhammadans 
at present employed us Sanitary Inspectors is not very small 
considering the number that comes up for training. I cun say from 
my own experience that out of -'12 Inspectors in the district of I)acca» 
the representation of the Muhammadan community is not wholly 
unsatisfactory. (A voick: Question; out of 20 only six aro 
Muhammadan.s.) In any case 1 knoiv that the number of 
Muhammadans who apply for training as 8anitar>' Insi»ect<irs is not 
large. As far as I reraeml>er, I recommended a fairly good number 
for admission to the sanitary training class; but as the ultimate 
selection of these candidates rested with Government, I do not exactly 
know what number could stand the preliminary^ test. But so far as 
my information goes, the number of Muhammadans who were 
candidatifs for training as Inspectors and the number of those employed 
a« such is not very large; but I very much wish that qualified 
Mubammadans were taken in as far as practicable. If there is e 
feaeity of Muhammadan candidates, wbat can the department doP 

With these wwds, I support the motion. ' 
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Th$ Hon^m Mr. BUOY PRAMD iINCH ROY: First of aU, I 
will attempt to reply to what has fallen from my friend Mr. Muknnda 
Behary Mullick. Of course when the Hindu or non>Muhammadan 
candidates apply and are admitted to the trainings classes, they do not 
as a rule state to what class they really belong. So it is rather 
difficult for Government to find out whether a candidate belongs to 
the depressed class or not. The attitude of Government towards the 
members of the depressed class is well known, and I can give this 
much assurance to my friend that I will see that larger number of 
members of the backward classes are admitted in the training classes. 

As regards the charge that Muhammadans are not given proper 
facilities either for admission or for employment as Sanitary 
Inspectors, I do not agree with my friend Khan Bahadur AzieuI 
Haque. The rules are there and only yesterday they were placed 
before the House. I shall read out a few lines from the rules for the 
appointment of Sanitary Inspectors. The minimum educational 
c^ualification according to the rules is matric passed certificate. For 
Hindu candidates preference is always given to I. Sc. passed candidates 
of whom we get a sufficient number. As regards the Muhammadans, 
the paucity of their number compels the committee to accept not 
infrequently the third division passed matriculates. A similar 
concession is made to the backward classes. That is the rule which 
is strictly followed by Government. With regard to appointments 
made in 1928, 36 Muhammadans were trained and all of them were 
appointed. In 1929, 31 Muhammadans received training and all of 
them were appointed. In 1930, out of the 21 Muhammadans w’ho 
received training, two were appointed, not because they were 
Muhammadans but Wause there were lesser number of appointments. 
So I do not think there is much in the charge that Muhammadans are 
«hut out fiom these appointments. If Muhammadans do not come 
forw'ard, the fault lies with the community. The Muhammadan 
leaders would do well to go and preach among their own community 
to take advantage of the rules that are there. (A voicb: 
Muhammadans are not informed.) Well, if the Hindus are informed, 
I do not understand how the Muhammadans are not informed. The 
rules are there in the Secretariat and they are both for the Hindus 
und Muhammadans, and it does not lie at least on the lips of an 
educated Muhammadan to say that the Muhammadans do not know 
what the rules ai'e. If the membeni of this community do not know 
the rules, it is |pr him to make them know, it is for him to urge with 
u greater ener^ upon the members of his community that they should 
come forward for ap)>ointment as Sanitary Inspectors, and he should 
jnot remain satisfied by making complaints in this House. 

The motion of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick was then, hy leave 

the Council, withdrawn. 
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The motion o! Maulvi Mohammad Faxlullah wae then put and 
loft. 


JMUHINDRA DEB RAt MAHAtAlx I beg to move that the 
demand of Re. 5,20,000 under the head — Public Health 

Establishment — Director of Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 101 (to 
express disapproval at the insufficiency of grants for the publicity 
works of the Public Health Department). 

Sir, the object of my moving this motion is to draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister of Public Health to the inadequate provision 
for the publicity and educational urork of tlie department. Sir, it is 
admitted on all bands that publicity work does much good to the 
people. Demonstrations, lex'tures and magic lantern shows are 
important factors in the education of the people in sanitary matters. 
Sir, Lord Macaulay once styled Bengal as the “Garden of Eden in 
health and prosperity/’ hut those halcyon days have long passed 
away. It is now the alxxle of disease, death and desolation. Malaria, 
cholera, smallpox, kala-azar, tuberculosis and such other fell diseases 
are sweeping away thousands of its inhabitants year after year. 
Villages which once smiled with peace and plenty ai'e now in the grip 
of disease and poverty. Sir, it is a matter of regret that the decadence 
of rural Bengal has not moved the Government l)y an inch to take 
drastic steps to cope with diseases which, ac*cording to the evidence 
of Dr. Bentley before the Agricultural Gommission, are preventible. 
If most of these diseases are preventible, why not make serious 
attempt to prevent them? Government in Italy, Greece and Turkey 
have stamped out malaria from their respective countries. Panama 
canal which was once full of malaria has l)een freed of the disease by 
the untiring efforts of its Government. But here our Government is 
as callous as ever. Malaria and cholera are reigning supreme 
wroughting havoi' in the country side. Tul)ercul(Mcis is a disease 
which is daily on the increase. The victims are generally young men 
and women who are being cut off in the prime of life. It is eating 
into the vitals of the nation, but no serious attempts have been made 
to check its course. Only yesterday morning, a young man of my 
family succumbed to this fell disease. Two years ago he was a stout 
and strong man of 20, but be died a mere skeleton after lingering for 
two years. I know of some families which have been wiped out by 
tubercnlosis. The spread of ibis disease can be checked if the matter 
he taken’ np seriously. Sir, do the Public Health Department really 
feel for the peopled I think not. It is all cut and dried official 
hnsiness. Hay I ask whether they know of a locality in Kalighat 
C^ed Mukharjipara, which is nowadays called Jakiha^ra, where 
there are inbercitlosis patients in almost every family F Have they 
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c^red ^ loqlf ^ftef p^p}0? I thi^ik xu>t. It i$ a mattar 
of great shame that there is practically no tuberculosis sanitarium 
Bengal excepting a few beds in Jadabpur, while Madras, Bombay,. 
Bihar and United Provinces have provided excellent sanitariums. I 
should ask the Public Health Department to bestir itself in fighting- 
with tuberculosis and help to save the nation from death and desolation.. 
Sir, publicity helps to rouse sanitary consciousness in the people 
which goes a great way to prevent the spread of many a disease. Sir,, 
one-fifth of the revenue of Bengal had been absorbed by Law and 
Order. Had half the amount been added to the funds of the Publict 
Health Department, it would have been the means of saving this 
almost dead and dying race. With these words, I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, without moving my 
motion I sliould like, with your permission, to speak on the motion 
that has been moved by my friend Miinindra Deb lL»i Mahasai. In 
doing so, I hope I will not draw the iresome eyes of my friend the 
Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Pra.sad Singh Roy because in spite of the fact that 
I said it was not his fault if the Muhammadans did not come forward,, 
he did not appear to be very plea.sed. I drew the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister for the reason that we look upon him as a representative 
of the people and so we c-ertainly expect a little departure from the usual 
way. 

I want to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to the question 
of public hcaltli policy with particular reference to kala-azar grants. 
The work in connection with kala-uznr is practically done by the district 
boards, but unfortunately this grant is not a fixed one with the result 
that in a particular year the district board gets Rs. 10,000 for opening 
ten centres. Next year they ore told that not more than Rs. 3,000 
could be given. The result is that they have to shut up several centres 
and eon (in no only in three places. Well, Sir, I fully realise the 
financial difiieulties of Government. We know that though the district 
l>oards are in a nomoiumital imsition in this respect, yet the people in 
general will not look with favour the closing of centres in particular 
apeas where they have been highly popular. We of course realise that 
we are asking for this grant at a time when there is so much difficulty. 
We are jmrticularly anxious to see that this grant is made steady and 
the district boards are allowed to do uniform work. I should certainly 
thank Governn^t^t for helping the district boards in taking up anti-^ 
ka)a*asar measures and Minister Kumar Shib Shi^hareawat 

Hay for the policy pursued by Government as a result of which ih# 
aincunt of kala-am is much less at present than a few years 
I think credit is due ip the Bengal FubUc Health Department lor thfi 
in irhieh it has tackled the kala-asar problem. ^ 
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I would also like to pay iwy tribute pu behalf of myself and th# 
district boards to a Bengali physician, Dr, Fpeudranath Brabmachari> 
for discovering a medicine which is proved eflicacious for kala«iutisr. I 
hope the Minister will be pleased to consider if a fixed grant for a fixedi 
period cannot be given to tlie district boards for tackling kala-aiar. 

Then, as regards the publicity work. There is very much scope for- 
carrying on the publicity work in co*oi>eration with the district boards* 

I am certainly grateful to the Department of Public Health for carrying 
on the work and it has done a certain aiuoiiut of use in the districts. 
By means of cinema and lantern shows and lectures, an interest haa 
been (-rented in the minds of the villagers and I can tell the House from 
my {HTHonal experience that in a particular centre people come from 
miles round in liullock-( arts to take part in the work and to get 
instructions. One particular picture w’hich intt'restcMl the villagers, I 
rememher, was about tlie treatment of <*ow before slu' is in milk and 
after and this interested the villagers very much. T would ask, however, 
the Hon’hle Minister to consider the (|uestion of co-ordinating tius work 
of the district board and Public Health Department so far as the publicity 
work is ( omerned. I am sure better work could be done liy that way. 
That W(uil(l be possible if the (iovernnuuit employs the district boards 
as the central agency through which this work should be curried. It 
may p(*rhaps lie nec(»ssarv to draw out a programme so that the work 
of the distric t boards may not clash with that of the Pul)lic Health 
Dt'partnient. 

The third problem is tlm prohlem of food-adulteration. In this 
direction the (fovernment can also help the district boards in many 
ways. rnfortunately Magistratt^s have peculiar ichnis that food*^ 
adulteration is not a c riminal offence and they let off (»ffenders with ^ 
nominal fine. In my opinion, more drastic steps are necessary in order 
to prevent food-adulteration. T admit that there are some difficulties 
in the Act itself, and I hope the Hon’hle Minister will soon he in a 
|K>sitioii to amend the Aet. In this eonnection, I would draw the> 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the Public Health laboratory 
against which I have no complaint to make except that the staff should 
be increased with a view to tackle the problem seriously. 

Rai Rahadur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANCRdls I rise to support 
the motion. I would draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to 
the necessity for an increased grant under this bend for publicity work 
in the rural areas. Since the Public Health Department has come into' 
being, the activities of the publicity oiB43er has been greatly appreciated 
by t^ public and the continuance of this system is considered essential 
ig the iatmeet of public health, hygiene and sanitation, I can say 
fjfm msf powoiial expmenee of the working of this bnmeb in niy 
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district that the propaganda work carried on by the publicity officer baa 
yielded satisfactory results and the lectures delivered by l^i Bahadur 
Kaliprasanna Roy in connection with the social service exhibitions and 
the conferences of union board presidents and panchayets held at Dacca 
from time to time were highly appreciated and they succeeded in 
rousing sanitary consciousness among the people. 1 fully agree with 
my hon’ble friend the Khan Bahadur that more money should be 
provided under this head. In my district, there were ten kala-asar 
centres of which four were maintained from grants received from 
Government, but I regret to say that two of these centres had to be 
abolished owing to the reduction of the Government grant. I might 
add that the value of these kala-azar centres is being increasingly 
recognised in view of the success achieved in the treatment of kala>azar 
patients. I would, therefore, draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge to the necessity of reviving tliose centres without further 
delay. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have 
listened with great interest to what has fallen from my hon’ble friend, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asizul Haque. His criticisms are always very 
helpful and I am grateful to him for his suggestions. I can assure 
him at the outset that my department will give every consideration to 
any proposal that may come from any hon’ble member of this House. 

As regards the publicity work, nobody would have been more 
pleased than myself if I could secure more money for the work. As 
has already been stated by several members, the Publicity Department 
is doing very good work. I wish that more money could have been 
provided for the Publicity Department. A scheme which will cost 
Rs. 24,000 is ready, but for want of funds, I am sorry I have not been 
able to give effect to it. 

As xegards kala-asar Rs. 1,00,000 has been provided for of which 
amount Rs. fl0»000 is recurring and the balance, Rs. 50,000, is non- 
recurring. Kala-asar is decreasing but we have still maintained the 
full grant because the success of the campaign depends much in 
oontinuity of the work. I hope the hon’ble members will realise the 
financial difficulties of the Government; till the financial situation 
improves, it will not be possible for them to make the total amount a 
recurring grant. 

As regards the Food Adulteration Act, there could be prosecutions 
for the sale ot adulterated ffhee, but no prosecution was legal for sale 
of food prepared out of adulterated ffhee. But that lacuna in the Act 
has now been removed by the Food Adidteration Act of 1930 and I 
think the Act is already in force. 

As regards the Public Health laboratory, €k>veniiiieat have got a 
•oheme ready and as a matter of fact we were eeriously oonsidmng the 
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poropOMU of making certain grants to the district hoards for the purpose 
of opening laboratories, but there also the same financial stringency 
stood in the way and with great reluctance we had to give up the idea 
until financial position improved. 

As regards Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai’s observations, I am afraid, 
I could not exactly follow what he said. My general reply is that 
Government are doing all that is possible to carry on the work for 
combating kala-asar and smallpox. 

Lastly, about the grants for distribution of quinine, and other 
anti-malarial measures in rural areas, my hon’ble friend will find the 
figures in the budget which has been circulated. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

11-30 a.m. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH moved that the demand of 
Rs. 5,20,000 under the head “33A. — Public Health Establishment” be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to draw attention to the failure of the Food 
Adulteration Act to check the problem of food adulteration in rural 
areas). 

He spoke in Bengali, the Pmglish translation of which is as 
follows : — 

'‘Sir, in spite of the amended Food Adulteration Act the adulteration 
of such foodstuffs as oil, ghee and milk is going on unchecked. 
Adulteration of the pure mustard oil and wide circulation of the 
adulterated stuff in the mufassal has become a serious menace to the 
health of the rural people. It is regrettable that the Sanitary Inspectors 
maintained by the district boards do not raise a voice of protest against 
the sale of this adulterated oil, which has also struck a blow at the 
class of local oil producers. I request the Hon’ble Minister to see that 
some of the Sanitary Inspectors are engaged specially in keeping a 
strict watch on dealers of this kind of oil and bringing them siHjedily 
to book,” 

Rti Bahnilir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: On a point of order, Sir. We 
just now heard the Minister saying about the effect of the action taken 
by Government with regard to the problem of food adulteration. I 
thought that that was the last word on the subject, but now I find my 
friend bringing another motion of the same nature about food 
adxilteration. 

Mr. RRBilOiNT: The motion on which the Minister spoke was in 
mnection with the Publicity Department. He might have made some 
geneval remarks about food adulteration, but that should not prevent 
tte Shah Sahib to move his motloiL. 
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KIKIII §fik0ljlf MiUlvl AlHUi- NAQUf f ^ir, 1 only wiih to 
one wor4 iu support ol Veulvi Abdul Hamid Sbali'e motion. Under 
tbe present Food Adulteration Act, it is quite possible for the Sanita^ 
Inspectors to cherrk adulteration of food. It certainly depends upon 
the stamina of the Sanitury Inspectors to see that food adulteration is 
checked. But the difficulty is this: our cultivators are mostly illiterate 
and if a man sees an advertisement to the effect that **JELere the mustard 
oil is pure/* nobody so far as cultivators are concerned understanda 
the implication. As a matter of fact the man keeps the oil for the 
purpose of the consumption of the villagers. A test case was brought 
against that man that in spite of the advertisement he was selling 
adulterated mustard oil unfit for human consumption. He stated that 
he did not intend to sell it and that he did not know what use would bo 
made of it. Tlie village people are duped in this way and that is the 
real problem. The Act has proved a failure to meet such cases. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I shall take up only a 
minute of your time in pointing out that food adulteration prevailing 
in the rural areas is very much connect«*(l v. itli tlie coinlitions prevailing 
ill (’ulcutta. Hecently I took some steps to ensure the purity of 
mustard oil in falcutla and in the course of discussion in connection 
with my proposal the importance of the people of the rural areas and 
the iM^ople of (’alcutta working in concert was fully realised. The 
muiiiifucturers of mustard oil who have got a large number of mills in 
Calcutta sent an application to the Select Committee appointed for 
considering my proposed Bill, and threatened that if the Calcutti^ 
Municipal Act was so modified as to prevent them from selling mustard 
oil in the way they had now been doing, they would transfer their mills 
outside f^ilcutta. I am drawing the attention of the Hon’hle Minister 
particularly to this matter as to how the mill owners have thrown a 
challenge that if they were going to he thwarted by an amendment of 
the Cal^^utte Municipal Act in their manufacturing adulterated mustard 
oil, they will transfer their mills outside Calcutta. I think my friend 
Khan Bahadur Aeizul Haque who takes an intelligent interest in this 
matter will not forget that what is likely to he beneficial to Calcutta 
wull he henefi<‘inl to mufassal also and that when any measure is proposed 
to he adopted for the benefit of Calcutta in this connection that ought 
to receive supjwrt from those representing the mufassal. Sir, 90 per 
cent, of the oil which is sold in the rural areas is manufactured within 
the precincts qf Calcutta. 

Tlw Hon’btf Mr. BIflOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I have already 
explained what steps have been taken by the Qovemmani to make the 
Food Aduherafkwi Act effective and I do not Hhink I have any 
point to urge in reply to what has fallen fron^ Maidvl Abdul Mani4 
Shah. There were 400 prosecutiona last year on the ciwnplaiati el 
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AiEsmnt municipalitiM and district board*. So tho Act is worktngr 
salisfaetoriiy. 

1* regard* the poiat #bich wa* pot forward by Khan Bahadur 
Aiiaul Haqne about the free analy.si* of food article*, I would point out 
that the Oovemment laboratory charges only R*. 2 when a sample 
come* from a lo<;al body and Rs. 4 when it come* from a private person 
a* against the fee* of Ks. 16 and R». 32 respectively charged by the 
Oorporation of Calcutta. So I do not think the Government i* unreason- 
able m this ree|>ect. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I did not say so. 

Tha Han'hla Mr. BldOY JRABAB BINOH ROY: I just mentioned 
this for the information of the House. 

The motion of Muulvi Ahdul Hamid Shah was thnn, hy leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Rs. 7,18,000 under the head “t3dA. — Public Health Estalilishmeut** be 
reduced by Rs. 10,000 (to raise a discussion on the work of Sanitary 
Inspectors which is practically iiiH. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“Sir, Sanitary Inspectors have been appointed at every tliana; but 
they merely distribute some quinine in one or two villages near their 
station. They are not provided with any other medicine, they do not 
give injections in cases of attacks of malaria, cholera, kala-a*ar, etc., 
nor do they perform any other work of public welfare. There is, besides, 
a district board doctor at every thann. These officers, too, are not 
supplied with medicines and so they cannot distribute medicines 
regularly. What is the use of maintaining two men, in this way, in 
idleness without giving them work ? ()tie man might be done away with, 
or if there must be two, let them live at two outlying parts of the thana 
«nd let them be supplied with medicines for injection, (’on.sidering the 
work that is being done hy the Sanitary Inspectors we might do away 
with them. 

I nlso draw the attention of the House and the Hon’ble Minister-in- 
oharge to the paucity of the number of Moslems in the Public Health 
Department. There are only 3 Moslems among 44 officers. There is not 
a single Moslem District Health Officer. 1 hope Oovemment will turn 
their attention to the matter and fairly treat the Moslems of Bengal 
according to their proportion in the population of the province.*' 

RiMli Bv As MAfr: I do not agree with Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury 
beoitiae it eeemA that in thie Cooncfl aome members are so obsessed 
iritli tha of ai^intmente for their own community that discussions 
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might be raised on all these motions from the first one to the 795th, 
There is a limit to patience, and the sooner our Muhammadan friends 
stop singing in that tune the better for them and for all communities. 
Particularly in these days when we are thinking of nationalism some 
of the minorities must make up their minds to say that we do not want 
communal representation. 

The Hon’bli Mr. BldOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I appeal to 

the Bevd. Mr. Nag that the less reference is made to this question the 
better. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are quite right: I was just going to point 
this out to the speaker. 

Rtvd. B. A. NAG: The next thing that I wanted to say is this; 
there has been a lot of criticism about Sanitary Inspectors. I should 
like to know how the elected members justify their position in the 
villages where they can easily go round and try to help the Sanitary 
Inspectors in doing their duty, and thus help their constituency. 

MtUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (live them their travelling 
allowance. 

11«45 a.m. 

Rtvd. B. A. NAG: That is a great point with my friend. 

In the villages there cannot be very many mustard oil shops. 

If they go to two or three shops and say to the purchasers not to go 
to them because they only sell adulterated mustard oil I am sure that 
would be a strong corrective, rather than making a speech here, not only 
iu that village but in villages all round. Let us try with the help of 
Sanitary Inspectors and Government Public Health officers to contribute 
our part in making Bengal more habitable than it is at present. I, 
therefore, oppose this motion. 

Khill Bthidlir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE; I am really sorry that 
my friend Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury has 'raised this question. We 
are fully conscious of the fact that the number of Muhammadan District 
Health Officers is very few and my friend should have realised that it is 
not possible th demand representation where we are not able to put forward 
the requisite num^r of candidates. Unfortunately Muhammadans have 
not taken so much to engineering and other lines and therefore he is not 
justified in complaining that a sufficient number of Muhammadans has 
not been appointed to the Public Health Department. 1 certainly think 
that it is due to the dearth of qualified Muhammadan candidates that 
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theli are so few District Health Offiom. Oa the other head to my 
mind m Eastern Bengal some district boards have found it poesible to 
appoint Muhammadans as District Health Officers and 1 do think that in 
spite of some of the remarks of my Muhammadan friends we have no 
legitimate complaint and 1 certainly oppose the motion. 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: I should like to say a few words to let the 
House know what the position is in regard to these Sanitary Inspectors 
and those who exercise control over them, because there is no doubt that 
this force, this new force, in the Public Health Department in Bengal, 
is going to cost increasing amounts in the coming years and it will 
require more and more funds according to the needs of the District 
Boards. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health 
Department has pointed out the work done by these Sanitary Inspectors. 
He has also stated that the Director of Public Health drew the attention 
of Government to their status and what he wanted Government to do 
was to define their status in the Local Self-Government Act so that these 
Sanitary Inspectors could carry out their functions on a statutory basis. 

As regards their control, the House must realise that these Sanitary 
Inspectors work under the orders of the district lioards and Government 
do not interfere with them. At present, Government pay only half of 
the cost of this staff as a grant. At the same time the Director of Public 
Health naturally takes an intelligent interest in them and (heir work. 
He also makes systematic inspection, unit by unit, in the rural health 
uuits under the various district boards. 

The motion of llaji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MANASAI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of iU. 2,50,000 under the head “3i3B. — Public Health — Grant to 
local bodies for improvement of rural water-supply" be reduced by 
Bs. 10 (to draw attention to the inadequacy of the provision). 

At the outset I should like to thank the Ministry of Public Health 
most heartily for kindly paying Ks. d2,000 to my municipality for ita 
water-works. 

Sir, the object of this cut motion is to draw attention of the Public 
Health Department to the insufficient provision for water-supply in 
rural areas. The amount provided for water-supply in Bengal is hardly 
sufficient to cope with the needs of a single district. In the dry season 
the waters of many of our rivers and rivulets and tanks get dry and the 
people feel the want of drinking water very keenly. I have seen people 
coming with empty pitchers from long distances to fetch water. It 
became a precious commodity with them. Is it not the duty of a humane 
government to quench the thirst of its peopled 
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Of eourfle th« PtiUic Health Bepartmeat is not idle; it is doiingr 
aomethin^, but not to the extent as we all desire. I hope bettet protision 
will be made in future for the supply of pure dtitiking water in the 
rural areas. 

With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

iKtrtt •AtYtfNDHA llAtH AOYt '^hat the demand of 
Bs. 2,60,000 titfdet the head *33B. — Grants for Public Health purposes 
-^OrUnt ttf local bodies for improveOient of rural water-supply’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (inadequacy of the amount).'’ 

MaUlirl HAKIAN ALI: ^^That the demand of Bs. 3,53,802 under 
the head '33B. — Grants for Public Health purposes — Water Works 
Schemes’ be reduced by Bs. 200 (inadequacy of grant).” 

Mitifkl HUKAl AftSAA CflOUdHUIIY: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Hs. 3,53,802 iihder the head “33R. — ^Grants for Poblic Health 
ptirposes^*-Grants-in-aid towards Water-works sc hemes” be reduced by 
Be. 1 (to urge the grant of a loan of Rs. 2,00,000 for the ChittagoUg 
District Hoard for supplying pure drinking water in rural areas). 

Sir, it is too late in the day to dilate upon the supreme necessity of 
the State and for the matter of that the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment to provide pure drinking water in the rural area whicdi is the 
inain stay of the province. The Government and the public have 
realised the importance and the Government has committed to a policy 
■of supplementing the resources of the district boards by its substantial 
help. In pursuance of this policy the Ministry of Self-Government 
issued a circular to all the district l)oards invitipg them to push the 
aaheme of water-supply in their areas with loan from the Government 
under the eonditionf* stated therein. Accordingly the District Board of 
Chittagong faced with the vexed problem of supply of drinking water 
in those areas where water is a sourcity, hastened to deliberate on it and 
after mature consideration of the circular and the locml c'ondition 
prevailing in that district applied for a loan of Rs. 50,000 in the first 
instaUce, although the afiplic^ations acc'eptiiig the conditions offered by 
the district board were too many response to which would require a loan 
of about a lakh. Since then applications have multiplied and t believe 
in the cOurse>f few months an addition of one lakh of rupees would be 
required even if aB fhe valid applications are attended to. In this view 
of things knowing fuR well the condition of the locality and having had 
the opportunity to scrutinize the scheme prepared by the chairman of 
the district board with the help of the District Engineer, aa a member 
of the district board, I was convinced of the neceesity of provision of 
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Bs. 2 Ukhs for the purpose. Siuce the time I gave notice of the motion 
there has been further development as a result of motion by the chairman 
of the said district board in this connection. I am sorry to learn that 
the Miiiistrj’ of Local Self-Government has refused the loan applied for 
by the said distri<'t board without any reasonable excuse under grave 
misconception. The District Board of (Chittagong and the Commisaioner 
of Chittagong on one side have taken the tanks oamed by private 
individuals exposed to the public and used by them without any 
restriction to the public sources of water-supply as referred to in that 
circular. 

The oiiit'.e of the Ministry think they are not public sources of water- 
supply. 

I do not know wimt the Government means by public sources of 
water-sujiply. Tlie tanks selected by the District Board of t'hittagoiig 
are tanks, to all intents and purposes, accessible to public and used by a 
reasonable number of people altlmugh ownership vests in private 
individuals. Now, according io the circular of the Government the 
District Board of Chittagong after great trouble and expense has selected 
the tanks according to their scheme and applied fur loan. 

Ill the hope of getting loan, it made its budget on that basis. Now 
the Governineiit has refused loan on an inexplicable ground with the 
result that no work of water-supply for the lust year and the present year 
has been done. The district board will be discredited if the Government 
turns down tlie proposal and the public will get opportunity of ridiculing 
the nation-building department of the Government. 1 gave notice of the 
motion for Ks. 2 lakhs and now I find the loan of Ks. 5(),0()0 applied for 
has been refused. It has jiroved the old maxim “One applied for bread 
but the (jovernmeut lias given stone. “ 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I may be allowed to say a few words before 
this debate is brought to a close in regard to the provision of water- 
supply in the province. I have myself lived in the heart of the 
countryside for many years and I can say that gradually, slowly but 
certainly, many district boards in the province are improving the water- 
supply in the districts. Those who live in the country, can, if they desire, 
note the progress. Where you have an energetic chairman of the district 
board and enthusiastic workers on that board, as is the case in many 
districts in this provini^e, there is undoubtedly a steady improvement. 
Bai Mahasai says that no attention has lieen given io the adequacy 
of the provision, and if by that he means that there is still a great deal 
to be done I am with him but if he means to criticise Government for 
having done nothing I do not agree with him. Government in this way 
during the laA 10 years have done much to improve the water-supply in 
the proviaoa. 


4S 
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Th« Hofi’ble Mr. BI40Y FRASAO SIMON ROY: Mr. Travers has 
said exactly what I wanted to say on the subject. Hai Mahasai wants to 
take away a portion of the grant because he considers that the grant is 
inade(|uate. As the country is wide its needs are too many; you have 
got to examine whether the Government have done and are doing all that 
is possible to do in the present financial position of the province. 

12 noon. 

This demand Its. 2,50,000 for water-supply is to be distributed to the 
district boards. Over and above this there is the water-supply loan 
scheme. A portion of Its. 2,50,000 will go towards the payment of 
interest by the district boards on the loan which they will take from 
Government for water-supply. A provision of Its. 2,00,000 has been 
made in the budget for the loan scheme which will be given to the 
district boards for which they will pay inlerest at the rate of il per cent. 
As regards tlie Chittagong District Board mv friend Maulvi Niiral Absar 
Choudliiiry is not quite correct when he says that the proposal has been 
rejected. That is not a fact. The mutter is under consideration 
and the Government has treated it with great sympathy. The proposal 
is that the money that is to be taken by tlie District Board of Chittagong 
as loan is to be spent on private tanks. Tiuler pi(>visions of the loan 
sclieme the Government can not readily agree to a proposal like that 
unless they ar<» fully satisfieil as re^iards the terms and conditions. 

I <‘an assure Maulvi Xural Ab.sai (’houdhury that the matter is still 
under tfie consideration of Government; it has not yet been refused ami 
I hope to do something very soon to meet the wishes of the mover. I 
therefore oppose the motions. 

The motions of Muuindru Deb Bai Mahasai and Maulvi Nural Absar 
Choudhuri W’ere then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi SYtD JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: That the demand of 
Rs. 29,04,000 under the head '33B. — Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses’ be reduced by Ks. 100 (inadequacy of grants).” 

Haji RADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 29,04,000 under the head *33B. — Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses’ be reduced by Re. 1 (scanty supply of money to union boards 
through district boards),** 

Khtm Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,09,000 under the head *33D. — Bacteriological I^boratoriea* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (for free analysis of food aiticlcs).*’ 
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tOm Bahadur Maaivi AZIZUL HAQUE: tliA demaiui of 

Rs. 41,81,000 under the head ‘8»3. — Public Health^ be reduced by H«, 10 
(to emphasise the need of enunciating Public Health Policy with special 
reference to publicity work, anti-malarial and kala-asar grants)/’ 

Mfa SHANTI SHEKHAR E8 WAR RAY: 1 l)eg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 29,04,000 under the head “dOB. — (Iranis for Public 
Health purposes” Iw reduced by Rs. 100 (necessity of a pilgrim shed at 
Ramkeli in the district of Malda). 

I feel full confidence in the Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and 
felt great hesitation in bringing forward this grievance which is not a 
new one hut which has been felt for years and years. I fear that under 
the present administration the Hindus of Bengal are in for very bad 
times. Some of the influential luenibers of my constituency, at wdiose 
instance I have brought forward this motion, think the same way, hut 
I hope the House will consider the matter on its own merits. The 
position is this. Ramkeli is a small place in the district of Malda hut it 
is a Hindu place of jnlgrimagc of more than local interent. The 
VaishnavaH from all parts of (he proviiu'c go there on certain da vs and a 
large nuinher of people gather there. Among them tliere an* Hindus 
as well as Mussalmans. Some public-spirited gentlemen of tin* locality 
and also others who took an interest in the matter took up the (inestion of 
improving the place and started a society known as Ramkeli Seva 
Samity. They have done a good deal of gcM)d w’ork : they improvc*d 
certain tanks in the jjhice and sometime ago they uppnmch(*d Hovcriiment 
through private ( haimels for the provision of a shed to uc commoduie 
people who go there during the mc/o5 This proposal was considercul 
with sympathy hy the local authorities and was approved of by 
Government. From the correspondence that has lieen placed at my 
disposal I find that Government agreed to help the Samity with a part 
of the provision for constructing the shed on condition that a pari of it 
was realised by public subscription. The local public as well as the 
district board contributed towards the coastructiciu of tlie shed and part 
of the work has been done but the complete construc tion is held back for 
want of funds. The Samity has approached 

[Here the time-limit under the head — Public Health” having 

been reached, the member resumed his seat.] 

The motion of Mr. Shanti Shekhare.swar Ray was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Ra. 41,81,(MK} be granted for expenditure 
under the head ”f38. — Public Health” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “8*3. — Public Health*’ were 
not called* owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Mull MiiAiir Mittlvi AZIZUL HAQUEl '*Tliat the demand of 
Be. 3,50,000 under the bead *33C. — Ezpenaes in connection with 
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•pidemic diseases ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to emphasise the need of fixed 
grants for a fixed period of kala-azar works). 


Mauivi HASSAH ALI: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 3,50,000 under 
the head ‘33C. — Expenses in connection with epidemic diseases' be 
reduced by Rs. 200 (inadequacy of grant)." 


KImm ftahiil Maulvl BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Es. 3,50,000 under the head ‘33C. — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic disease' be reduced by Re. 1 (to show failure of the 
Department to combat diseases like the cholera, small-pox, malaria and 
kala-azar)." 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,50,000 under the head ‘33C. — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases' be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
insufficient supply of quinine to prevent malaria and inadequate 
measures taken for kala-azar injections)." 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 41,81,000 under the head ‘33. — Public Ilealth' be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (on the ground that the sum is quite insufficient for improving 
public health in Bengal and that the major portion of the sum is being 
spent on the department and for the salary of highly-paid officers and 
that it has failed to improve the health of rural Bengal and also to draw 
attention to the dust nuisance which affected the health of urban areas 
caused mainly by motor vehicles' traffic which are not taxed under the 
law)." 


Mr. 8YAMARR08AD MOOKERJEE: “That the demand of 

Rs. 41,81,000 under the head ‘33. — Public Health' be reduced by 
Es. 100 (desirability of the Department of Ibiblic Health to take 
suitable action to cope with the problem of health of the students of 
Bengal)." 

MUNINEiltA DEB RAI MAHA8AI; “That the demand of 
Rs. 41,81,000 under the head *33. — Public Health’ he reduced by 
IRs, 5 (to draw attention to the fact that total death rates due to 
malaria, cholera, small-pox, kala-axar, tuberculosis and other epidemic 
diseaaea are far higher than birth rates in the district of Hooghly)/* 
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K«fi EMDADUL HOQUEs *That the demand o! Rs. 41,81,000 
onder the head ‘33* — Public Health’ he reduced by Re. 1 (indifferent 
policy of OoTeriiinent).” 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; “That the demand of 

Rs. 41,81.000 under the head ‘3J1. — Public Health’ be re<luced by 
Re. 1 (policy of Minister in reducinjr expenditure on public health).” 


Khan Sahib Mauivi BAXLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Rs. 41,81,(K)0 under the head ‘33. — Public Health’ l»e reduc^ by 
Re. 1 (to call attention to the fact that real steps have not yet been 
taken to eradicut<* fell-diHcase in rural art*as and that th*' uinount apent 
for medicinal purpose is too small in compariwin with the amount 
spent for rnaintnininjr officerH),” 


Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: “That the demand of 
Rb. 41,81,000 under the head ‘33.— Public Health’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (ine(|uitou8 expenditure and nefflect of some of the most 
malarious districts of West Beuffal).” 


Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ; “That the demand of 
Rs. 41,81,(MK) under the head ‘33. — Public Health’ be reduced by 
Re, 1 (to discuss aWmi inadeciiiate fund and inefferdive steps for rural 
water-supply).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 41,81 ,(K)0 under the head ‘33. — I*ublic Health’ l>e reduied hy 
Re. 1 (to discuss a loan ptdicy on the lines of Mr. (’. R. Das’s 84dieme).” 


34.— Agrioultura. 

The Hoii’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Ooveriior, I l»e^f to move that 
a sum of R«. 24,82,000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
* ‘34 . — Agriculture. ’ ’ 

Sir, as the House is aware, this budget provides for the Agriculture 
Department including botanical and other public gardens, the Civil 
Veterinary Department, the Bengal Veterinary College and the 
Co-operative Department. 

With reference to the criticisms which have sometimes been made 
in regard to the policy and working of these departments, I would 
explain that the present time is not favourable for the initiation of a 
new policy of expansion which would necessarily involve additionnl 
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expenditure. A large number of schemes already approTed are 
awaiting provision of funds. In spite of these depressing conditions, 
the Ministry of Agriculture has not been unmindful of the necessity 
for initiating schemes of importance. The inauguration of the Bengal 
Agricultural Research Committee in 1930, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture offered up 
a vista for intensive research work with the facilities offered by the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. We have not been slow 
to take full advantage of the facilities thus offered. We formulated a 
number of schemes and w’e have succeeded in obtaining the approval 
of the Research Council to certain schemes which would involve the 
grant by the Council to this province of Rs. t3,28,247. These schemes 
are— 

(t) the foundation of an Agricultural Research Fellowship at 

Dacca University; 

(u) the undertaking of research into properties of colloid soil 

constituents by Professor J. N. Mukherjea of Calcutta 
University ; 

(iii) the undertaking of research into agricultural statistics by 

Professor P. C. Mahalanobis of Calcutta University; 

(iv) experiments on cane-crushing and /^wr-boiling plant; 

(v) a scheme for establishing a sugar-testing station in Bengal; 

(vi) a scheme for the appointment of a physical assistant to study 

soil problems under the Agricultural Chemist, Dacca; 

(vii) a scheme for completion of rice work in West Bengal and 
investigation into improvement of Patnai paddy ; 

{mi) a scheme for investigation into animal nutrition problems; 
and 

(t«) a scheme for research into protection of buffaloes and cattle 
from certain common diseases. 

In the Veterinary Department, Government have undertaken the 
supply of sera and vaccines up to a limit of Rs. 70,000 per annum to 
the local bodies for combating outbreaks of contagious diseases. 
Further, even in these days of financial stnngency. Government have 
not been niggardly in assisting local bodies in the matter of 
appointment of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons as well as establishment 
of hospitals and dispensaries. 

In the Co-operative Department, in spite of the present financial 
stringency, iijtcreased provision has been made in the coming year’s 
estimate as compai:ed with the revised estimate for this year, and the 
increase is due meinly to the provision made for the much needed 
strengthening of the staff. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 
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following motion was called but not itiovod : — 

tiriw MTI8H CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURY: ^ That the 
demand of Rs. 4,10,200 under the head *34A. — Agriculture — Other 
Supervising Staff" l>e reducexl by He. 1 ('coni}>osition of staff, nature of 
recruitment and reduction ns also the allowances and honoraria)."’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,13,(KK) under the head — Agriculture — 

Experimental Farms” be reduced by Rs. 10 (to draw attention to 
the insign Ifirancc (he actual .ser\ ice rendered by these farms and to 
urge the necessity of cattle-bre<»ding and dairy farms in Bengal 
specially one in ffwighly). 

Our country is purely an agricultural one, but agriculture which 
was the mainstay of the people has been relegated to the illiterate 
people. The middle class hliadraloh thought it derogatory to associate 
themselves with agriculture less they he styled cha*$a$ by their 
advanced young friends. For want of proper care and supervision » 
cattle has deteriorated, and the soil entrusted entirely to the care of 
the ignorant peojile, refuses to prodiue an adequate supply of 
foodstuff and stagnation in economic conditions is the inevitable 
result. Sir, food is energy. If we are to survive, more and better 
foodstuffs have to he raised and cattle is the chief means whereby to 
grow the same. To do this, we shall have to protect and improve the 
cattle wealth of our country. Milk is the elixir of life. It is the 
staple diet of infants and the young, and is equally useful and 
nourishing to the old and infirm. The infant mortality of this country 
is the highest of all the civilised countries of the world which is 
undoubtedly due to want of pure milk and we can restrain it to a great 
extent by the improvement of cattle as has been done by Paris, liondon, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, New York, Chicagf) and Philadelphia. 

There are fifty millions of crows in India for which we require at 
least one million good bulls to breed from hut in the whole of India 
we have no such hulls except a few select ones in the crountry. We 
breed these from scrubs and the result is gradual deterioration of our 
cattle; the average daily yield of milk per cow in India is at present 
only one quart or 2 lbs. while the daily yield of milk per cow is 20 lbs. 
in England and Denmark, such is also the cose with the United States 
of America. 

I should urge the Agricultural Department not to rest content with 
merely opening farms here and there and visiting private farms. 
Their duties and responsibilities are far greater than these. In the 
interesta of decaying agriculture and improvement of the decaying 
caiUe wealth of the Presidency, it is incumbent on the department to 
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f!Oine forward with practical gchemes to organise along with 
agriculture dairy farming which is one of the crying needs of the 
hour. It is a paying proposition in other parts of the world. The 
dairy products of New Zealand and Denmark are haring a ready 
market throughout the world. I do not know why Bengal should lag 
behind. The little country of Denmark offers an outstanding example 
of what co-operative dairy farming can mean in the life of a people. 
Only seventy-five years ago, Denmark was practically a bankrupt 
nation far worse than Bengal. The country ’.s natural resources was 
small, almost lialf of which consisted of po(»r agricultural land that 
had been worn out through one crop system of farming. There was 
very little manufacturing. The other principal resource was fishing — 
starting witli such conditions, Denmark lias made marvellous progress 
during this short period. The monarchy has been changed into a 
constitutional form of Government, and a national system of 
co-operation in production, marketing and Governmental affairs has 
become the envy and model of the w'orld. People lieing the nation 
chief asset, their development naturally resulted in economic 
advancement. Will the Agricultural Department take a cue from it. 
enlarge its outlook and help in the e<‘onomic development of the 
nation Y 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

12-15 p.m. 

Khan Bchaditr Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2, Id, 000 under the head “34A. — Agriculture — 
Experimental Farms” be reduced by Re. I (to discuss the working of 
farms and to draw* attention to the failure to train up young men in 
farm works). 

My object in moving this nmtion is set forth in my amendment. In 
this coniiaction 1 want to draw the attention of the HoirUle Minister to 
certain facts, fjaiit year a society for the relief of unemployment was 
started in the district of Nadia. I saw the District Magi.strate of 
Nadia in this coiinei'tion and we decided to persuade some of the 
landlords of our district to give up certain lands where some sort of 
practical training could be given to our young men in farm work. It 
must be said to the credit of the landlords that they readily assented to 
it. Thereafter we approached the Agricultural Department and we 
asked them whether they could make arrangement for training our 
young men in fitrm work. There is a farm at Krishnagar — a rtry big 
expensive farm which Jias been in existence since tbe pre-British days. 
This farm was originally in the hands of the municipality but in the 
time of Mr. Graham it was handed over to the Department of 
Agriculture in order that it may be improxed and put on a firm haaia. 
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Tib Agricultural Department has put in an officer tor the deyelopment 
of the farm and I am told that Rs. 10, (KK) to Ra. 15«000 has been sunk 
in that farm. But as regards the question of training young men wa 
find that no attempt has been made through this farm. On our 
invitation Mr. Finlow came to Krishnugnr and as a result of conference 
between us he said that he would try and see nltoui the training of our 
young men. Sir, that was before the time of the Budget discussion. 
Three or four days past and the District Magistrate rmdved a letter 
from Mr. Finlow expressing the inability of the department to do 
anything in the matter. 1 am told that under the present system, 
the Government gives a certain number of stipends to some 
students to leani work there. We are not particularly anxious for the 
stipends. We are ready to provide tlie money end yet we got this letter 
from the Director of Agriculture. The District Magistrate with 
non-official support was determined whether some ytmng men could not 
be trained in farm work. 1 am prepared to agree with the (loverument 
that it is not possible to give a grant now, but I think they ought ti) 
see that some arrangements are made for the training of thesis young 
men. These young men have got nothing to do and they naturally, 
for want of any work, are getting themselves mixe<l up with {Miliiical 
agitation. But if this training could be given to them it will solve 
the unemployment problem. This is the situation. It may be said 
that the DirecU^r of Agriculture could not persuade the Government. 
When he discussed the mutter with the committee, the position was 
this — whether Government were prepared to help us in any way. We 
did not ask for money and yet the Director sent that letter to the 
District Magistrate. Sir, a great opportunity has Wn lost and I want 
the Hon’ble Minister to remind the lioirble the Finance Member that 
so many opportunities are being lost in this way and I think the 
country has got to such a position that hundreds of young men joining 
political agitation only for want of anything to do. We must find 
employment for these* young men and give them some practical 
training for agricultural work. This 1 hope will go a long way to the 
solution of the problem. 

As Maulvi Abul Kasem has said lalKjrutory training is not 
everything and if the officials and non-officials combined it would be 
poesible to give cmr young men practical training in agricultural 
work. A little co-operation on the part of Government is all that ie 
needed. I hope the Hon'ble Minister will see that Government will 
give non-official agencies some help in the matter. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS; Sir, I am against the motion moved by 
Ehan Bahadur Aiixul Haque. If there are grounds for hit complaint, 

I feel sure that it is due to the inadequacy of funds, and not to any 
lack of enthusiasm from Mr. Finlow and his staff, who are alwaya 
ready to help. 
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Beferring to the farms, their usefulness can be much increased by 
propaganda. 41 everyone who is interested in a district will tell the 
raiyats, and advise them to go to see the demonstration, then improved 
crops will spread more quickly. As it is, these improvements spread 
slowly from the centre which is the farm. At Mainaguri, which is a 
new farm, the spread all around has not gone very far. But at 
Bangpur, which has been established much longer, the improvement 
has spread to a much greater distance. 

Thi Hofi'bln Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Sir, the 
agricultural fanus established in districts are used both for 
experimental and demonstration purposes. In these farms, seeds 
evolved at research stations, methods of cultivation and manuring 
which have been found effective are tested under the particular local 
conditions. New experiments are also conducted, and plant-breeding 
of local varieties is also carried out on these farms. Portions of these 
farms are kept strictly separate and run on (commercial lines as a 
business proposition to demonstrate that farming is a paying concern. 
A system of costing of these commercial areas has been recently 
introduced. 

As an instance of the effect produced by the working of Government 
farms as a paying proposition, I would mention that there are now in 
existence as many as 140 private farms in the province which ask for 
and obtain departmental advice, grow crops rec'ommended by the 
department and use tools and implements suggested by the department. 

The Ohinsurah Farm is the site at wdiich w’ork of great importance, 
BO far as West Bengal is concerned, has been done on paddy, jute, 
sugar-cane, fodder crops, etc. Moreover, in the near future, Chinsurah 
will be the centre for the investigation fiiiam^ed hy the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research into Patnai paddy. Much of what has been 
said in regard to the Chiiisurab Farm applies to farms at Suri and 
Bankura wliich have been in existence only a few years now, but where 
several important problems connected with the agriculture of the 
undulating l^ordetvUne country have already been stdved. For instance, 
improved sugar-cane has l>een introduced on a wide scale; new paddy 
varieties have been selected or bred and then given over to the 
cultivator. Pulses and fodder crops have been introduced as also the 
making of silage and artificial manure. 

As to cattle-breeding, there are at present two farms, at Dacca 
and Bangpur, where experiments are going on for the evolution of 
dual purpose animals. A scheme has also been formulated for the 
improvement of cgttle in Bengal by the gradual supply of good stud 
bulls all over the p^vince through co-operative cattle-breeding 
•ooieties and by granting premiums to those who maintain stud bulls 
supplied by the department. The progress of the scheme, however, 
has been hampered owing to lack of funds. We recognise that it would 
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ba jasirable to establish a raltle-farming^ in West Bangtail a Question 
which is already under our consideration and which we propose to take 
up when funds become available. 

As to dairy fanns, I would point out that it is the policy of 
Goveniment not to take up deinonstnition of dairying? from a commercial 
. point of view, but to meet the jreiieral demand for instruction in 
dairying on modern lines. A scheme for imparting such training at the 
Dacca Farm has been administratively approved. But. here, as in the 
case of so many other schemes, lack of funds prevents any immediate 
action. 

As to the Erishnagar Farm, there was doubtless an intention to take 
up a scheme for practical training of young men in farm work as stated 
by my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asieul liaque. But owing to lack 
of funds it has not yet been possible to bring up the farm to equip the 
farm fully and specially to provide it with irrigation facilities. As 
soon as the farm is in a suthciently complete condition the question will 
be further examined. But so fur as 1 can say at present, there is likely 
to be some difficulty in finding culturable land for these young men after 
they have completed their training. 1 am told that there is little or 
no waste land of good quality nor any newly-fonnod land available in 
the district. 

In this connection, I woubl mention that the training of young men 
in farm work has already been taken up at Faridpur Farm. According 
to the scheme which is now in operation there, preliminary training is 
imparted at the farm in practical agriculture and in allied subjects for 
a year to u batch of students who idm work as farm labourers and are 
paid wages at Rs. 12 a month each. 

The successful students are then given 15 bighas of land and a loan 
of R.S. 2()f) each. A number of students have already settled as 
cultivators in this way, and the scheme has been working well so far. 
At the Agricultural SchcK)l at Dacca, training in both theoretical and 
practical agriculture is imparletl with the object of turning out 
practical agriculturists. 

A scheme is also now' under consideration of this department under 
which it is proposed to establish an agricultural school f<ir West Bengal 
at Chinsurah with the help of u private donation. 

It will be evident fn»m what I have aaid that the department ha« 
taken up the training of young men in farm work with a view to 
enoouraging our young men to take to agricultural pursuits. The aim 
of the scheme of agricultural education in high English and middle 
English schools which has been initiated with the assistance! of the 
department is also to give an agricultural bias to secondary education 
with this object in view. 
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12-30 p.xn. 

The motions of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai and Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Azizul Haque were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs, 11,05,000 under the head “34A. — ^Agriculture” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (policy and administration of the Department). 

Sir, Bengal is an agricultural province. We live on different kinds 
of agriculture and we are grateful to Government for giving us real and 
imaginary aid in the improvement of the Department of Agriculture 
and (Voperative Department. My submiHsion to you, Sir, will be 
mostly confined to Chittagong. The way in whi(*h the Agricultural 
Department tackles the agricultural problems of the province is not at 
all satisfacttory. It is more than eight years that a disease is creating 
havoc in the betel leaf plantations of the district which I have the 
hoiu»ur to represent. But the Agricultural Department is quite callous 
to this important problem of how to eradicate the disease. You will 
be horrified to hear to what extent this disease is causing damage 
annually. There are three important centres of betel plantations in the 
district of Chittagong. 1 shall cull them groups. The first is Satkania- 
Banskhali group and the second is Patya group and the third is Mirserai 
group. In the Satkania-Banskhali group thoie are two big hats which 
meet twice a week and every week there used to be transar-tion worth 
Rs. 2,0(K) in betel leaves before the fell disease came over the 
plantations. Hence the figure comes to i monthly transaction of 
Rs. 8,(K)0 and a yearly figure «)f Rs. 90, (KK) in one group only. In 
the Ptttya group, the transaction in the local hats would be up to 
Rs. 48, (MK) annually and in the Mirserai group it would also he not 
less than Rs. 90,000. Hence the total amount of transaction all over 
the district would be about Rs. 2,40,000 a year. 

Now, after the disease got into the area, the total transaction of 
the locally produced betel leaves in all these three groups will not exceed 
Rs. 8,000 td Ha. 9,000. Sir, we therefore find that there is a loss of 
about Rs, 2 lakhs a year from betel leaves. In these eight years, the 
total loss W’ould, therefore, he about Rs. 16,00,000. This is no doubt 
a colossal waste of national wealth. We hear of Agricultural Research 
Council, Imperial Agricultural Research Institute and host of others 
and an annual expenditure of this department would be Rs. 1,10,500 more 
than a lakh. Alas ! these are of no use to us if they cannot prevent 
this disease. 1 do not really know if they at ail attempted to oon^l 
the disease. I think, Sir, it will not W out of place to mention here 
the nature of the disease. This I do simply to draw* your kind attention 
that the disease is not of a very peculiar nature and can be eradicated 
by the Agricultural Department, if so luindeib When the betel leaf 
plants become generally one or two years old, the disease attacks the 
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pluillft at tbe root and manifesto itself in soma dark spot and tha whole 
plant dies in a day or two. Although 1 do not profess to he an expert, 
I iwesume this is a fungus disease which ought to have been controlled 
by the department with the help of the Kconoiuic Botanist of Bengal, if 
not, by the Imperial Agricultural Research Institute, but nothing has 
been done up to now. For the purpose of giving opportunity to cultivators 
to learn and improve their cultivation, there should he a model 
agricultural farm, at least one in every (haua, but, Sir, you will be 
surprised to hear that there is none in Chittagtmg. There should be 
demonstrators who would go to the interior and impart knowledge or 
induce the cultivators to lome and see the improved type of agriculture 
in their model agricultural farms. I heli(»ve thi're is only one 
demonstrator in each district of the Chiltugoug division and then* is one 
gentleman as head of the department with a high salary with head- 
quarters in the beautiful town of ('hiUagong, who seldom goes out to 
the interior to l>e in touch with the cultivatirs. Sir, the (lovernment 
should give us more demonstrators giving them better opportunities to 
help the department and the cultivators for whom they have to work 
and if thi> cannot be done in any otlier way, 1 u’ould advise Govemmeni 
to do away with the agricultural officer of the division and out of the 
saving to have more demonstrators. 

FRESIDEMT. I propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 721 to 725, 728, 729, 7:11 . 732. 

The following motions were called hut not moved:— 

Maiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 24,82,0(K) 
under the head ‘34.— Agriculture’ he reduced hy Us. 1 ,0(M) (Agricultural 
polny of (biverimient and wante ot public mcucy in thi.s department)," 

Bxbll JITENORALAL BANNERdEE: “That the demand of 
Ks. 24,H2,(KX) under the head “14. — Agriculture’ be redui'ed by Rs. lUl 
(to raise a discussion about the imliey and administration of the 
department).” 

Mr. P. BANERfll: “That the demand of Rs. 24,82,000 under the 
head ‘34.— Agriculture’ he reduced by Rs, 101 (to raise a discussion 
about the policy and administration of the d#»partment).“ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 24,82,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture' be reduced by Bs. 101 
(lor the failure of the Agricultural Department to tackle the proUems 
of agricultural and rural welfare in improving the material and economic 
condition of the people, to urge the necessity of reviewing the working 
and the policy of the Agricultural Department with special reference 
to the improvement of cattle, maintenance of stud-huUs, pasturage, etc., 
emphasising the need of an AgricuRttral irniversity in the province). “ 
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MiuM SYED JALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: ' That the demand of 
Es. 24,82,000 under the head ‘34. — ^Agriculture’ be reduced by Be. 100 
(general policy).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
He. 24,82,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture’ be reduced by Bs. 100 
for the failure of the Agricultural Department to improve the material 
and economic condition of the people, to solve the problem of marketing, 
to train up young men in such works as may solve the problem of 
unemployment and to review the working of the department).” 

Mauivi HASBAN ALI; 1 beg to move that the demand of 
lis. 24,82,000 under the head “34. — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(failure to tackle agricultural problem-^, teaching in scientific 

agricuilture and controlling of coiiiniodity prites). 

We find from the Government reports that Bengal has got 15 crores 
of bighas of arable lands, but of this only three crores of acres, r.e., 
nine crores of bighas of lands are under actual cultivation. This shows 
that six crores of bighas are still lying fallow without cultivation. 
Wo have got nine crores of bighas arable and four crores of cultivators 
and for them, for agriculture proper, I mean, Rs. 11 lakhs has been 
estimated to be the expenditure by the Government of Bengal and most 
portion of the same is expended on the salaries and travelling allowances 
of the big officers like directors, assistant <lirector8, curators, 
superintendents, (diemists, druggists, botanists, cxpcrt.s and engi!U‘ers 
and others of zoological, Sibpur, this or that gardens and experimental 
farms whicdi I should like to name as pleasure-trip resorts of these 
ofiicials. A large portion of the sum also is expended on the so-called 
costly commissions and committees. If these luxuries of the department 
he even taken into account as costs for agriculture ])ropcr, the annual 
expense per head of the cultivators, by the Government, is only less 
than holf a pice. Such is the policy of the Government in its 
Agricultural Department we find from the budget itself. 

Sir, ours is an agric\iltural country out and out. Everything 
deimuds upon the agriculturists and their agricultural productions. 
But the Government during these two hundred years of British rule 
have only played with the agriculture and the agriculturists. They have 
finished their duty hy opening up various avenues for exploitation of 
the poor cultivators and their gold mines, namely, the agricultural fields 
of Bengal. 

Sir, I wish no longer to expatiate on the importance of the agrieulture 
of Bengal for everylmdy of us knows that most of us here are fed and 
clothed and maintained in comfort and even luxury by the agricultural 
bounty alone of our Ifinds. And, Sir, our Government have finished 
their duty towards the cultivators of Bengal by establishing here and 
there one or two experimental farms and gardena. 
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i(ir, what I was going to say is this. The GoTemment of Bengal 
hav«^ deliberately failed to fulfil their duty towanis the agrtooltural 
problems of Bengal. 

Not a school, not anything of that sort, has yet been established 
by Government to impart education in scientific modem agriculture to 
the children of the soil of Bengal. Not to speak of that. 

What steps, what measures, the Government have taken and are 
going to adopt for ameliorating the condition of the cultivators of 
Bengal, by helping them in production of their crops and by contndling 
the prices of their crops? Let us turn to jute. I iuH?d not soy much 
about what this golden fibre mean. Jute i.s writ large on the portals 
of every mansion in the city and every hank and business house in Clive 
Street. Provincial and central finance find in jute one of their strongest 
foundations. The average value of jute trade would amount to Rs. 100 
crores if the cultivators sell even at an une<’onomic price of Rs. 8 jier 
mound. And of this sum, the cultivators would at least get Rs. 30 
crores. 

But what the Government have done up to now to ensure to the 
cultivators even thi.s uneconomic price of Rs. 8 per inaund in order to 
save them from the present economic havoc in the country of which I 
need not speak much in the House because the matter has been discussed 
threadbare in this floor more than once before? 

Has (lovernment taken any steps wdiatsoever to <ontrol the over- 
production of the coniuiodity? Has it ever tried to take any ineasures 
so tliat thi.s terfihle fall in the price of jute might have been checked? 
With regaid to jute. Sir, the only husiiiesM of tlie Government has been 
an abetting of unholy (‘onspiracy of the foreign Irmlers and the middle 
men against the rultivating classes. Jute forecasts are made, hut to 
whose advantage? Are they to the benefit of pcK)ple at all? No, jute 
forecasts are published in the Calruitn (iazette in English language 
which is not within the reach of the illiterate cultivators. Jute forecasts 
help only the foreign cx)n8umers in deluding the illiterate prmlucers to 
undersell their commodity. 

Next, Sir, hh to researches of agricultural officers and experts. The 
results of thest* researches are embodied in learned brochures which, if 
help anylmdy, help these officials themselves and not the poor illiterate 
cultivators. So, Sir, T hold that the Agricultural I)epa^tra^nt has 
failed to tackle the real problems of the country. With these few 
observations, I commend my motion to the House for acceptance. 

12-45 p.m. 

Kill iliOADUL HOQUC: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Be. 24,82,000 under the head ^‘34. — ^Agriculture** be reduced by Re* 1 
(policy pursued by Government). 
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Sir, the Agriculture Department is supposed to be run for the 
benefit of the agriculturists, but I do not know how far the agriculturists 
are benefited by the activities of the department. The chief officers of 
the Agriculture Department sit tight at their headquarters. Sir, their 
number is very few, and it is not possible for them to go to the interior 
and to get into touch with the agriculturists themselves. The only 
persons of the department that cx>me into touch with the agriculturists 
are the demonstrators, but their number is very limited. There is 
hardly one demonstrator for one subdivision. The activities of these 
demonstrators are very much limited. They cannot go beyond their 
jurisdiction of five miles of their headquarters. If they are put in a 
subdivision, then they cannot go beyond five miles of their headquarters. 
The people outside do not know that there is such a department as 
Agriculture Department for giving them assistance. How can the 
people get any information or help if they do not come acToss anybody 
from the Agriculture Departments Even the demonstrators, who are 
expected to go out to the people in order to demonstrate their imlicy, 
do not go beyond five miles of their headquarters. Within the five 
miles, they go round and hold some conversation with the cultivators 
about sample of paddy and manure, and so what benefit can we expect 
from this department?^ It is often found that these demionstrators 
cannot supply the best manure and the best sort of seedlings when 
asked for, because they have to make a requisition and send their 
indent for the supply of tlrnse articles. This is the way in which these 
demonstrators work. So, if the (iovernment wants to do any good to 
the agriculturists, this is not the way to do the thing. The department 
runs certain farms w'hich are working at a loss. Do they want the 
agriculturists to follow (heir policy ^ In that case they will have to do 
that at their ow'ii cost. So, if the department really mean to do any 
good to the agriculturists, they should apiM)int more demonstrators, 
so that these officers might co-operate w^ith the villagers and demonstrate 
thsir policy in order that people may come into touch with them and 
know what sort of manure and what sort of best seedling should be 
sown and thereby make improvements in their own fields. 

The follawtug mot ions were called but not moved : — 

iilHl tATYA KINKAR SAHANA: “That the demand of 
Bs. 24,82,000 under the head ‘34. — ^Agriculture’ be reduced by Be. 1 
(to criticise the general policy).’* 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA iAL: “That the demand of Bs. 24,82,000 
under the head ‘34. — Agriculture* be reduced by Re. 1 (policy with 
reference to raiyats).” 

Mtttlvi ADDUA I^AMID CHAN: “That the demand of Bs. 24,82,000 
under the head *84. — Agriculture* be reduced by Re. 1 (policy of 
Govomment with referenoe to the ordinary cultivators of rural araaa)*’* 
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itIiaAir Miiihri A2I2UL Hil«Utl Sir, I mmi m 
ithikf • dwcusnion has left me under tbe impretiaioii that moat of th# 
melaWt do not realise the important aspects of the actiTities which 
ahouU he connected with the work of the Agriculture Department* 
Take the case of jute alone. \ ou know^ Sir, that I was the first person 
to raiae my voice against the present policy in regard to jute cultivation, 
bmt at the same time I must not forget the fact that within the last 
ten or fifteen years a large amount of money has found its way into the 
hands of the tenants. If you consult the figures of the last few years, 
you will find that every year a large amount of money has gone into 
the pockets of the cultivators from jute. The prit*© of jute ranged 
between Rs. 10 and Rs. 20 and sometimes it reached the fabulous sum 
of Rs. 25 or Rs. 26 per maund. We admit that the money goes to the 
cultivators. 


I know from my own experience about seven or eight years back 
that the Agriculture Department were selling seedlings of sugarcane 
and potato seeds and the cultivation of these crops took up a very large 
acreage. We cannot deny, that the Agriculture Department has done 
a certain amount of good work. I fully agree with Mr. Travers that 
if the department is provided with adequate funds, they can certainly 
do quite good work. 

Kaii Emdadul Hoque spoke almut the demonstrators. If he had 
known the true facts, he would have found that there is no restriction 
about the touring of these demonstrators. These demonstrators are 
not very educated and they are not very scrupulous as regards travelling 
allowance, but it is not a fact that they are not allowed to go beyond 
five miles of their headquarters. Government year after year is 
reducing the grant for travelling allow'ance. 1 know it is a fact that 
officers of the Agriculture Department, who tour in one year, have their 
travelling allowance held up till the next year for insufficiency of 
funds. You cannot possibly expect good work from the officers unless 
you place a oertain amount of money at their disposal. 

Sir, I went to Rangpur some time ago and I must say to the credit 
of the department that they have introduced improved methods of 
cultivating tobacco and the tobacco leaves produced there are of a very 
bigh order. I am sure these tobacco leaves will have a good sale in the 
market. I, therefore, do not deny that the activities of the Agriculture 
Department have led to beneficial results. 

But, Sir, while admitting all this, I must say that the department 
must give* attention to anotW aspect of the administration. I mean 
tlii question of marketing. It is an importaot coaom of the depattment 
ie kriiig the pvoduesr and the oonsumer together. It ie a great piebte 
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and it can be tackled by following a marketing principle by wbicb 
the cultivators will get better rates for their produce and by opening 
markets where there is none. The Australian producers are trying to 
dump the market with Australian butter. If Government takes up 
the matter in earnest, it will not be impossible for it to secure a better 
production. Take the case of poultry, a large number of which comes 
from my district. You will be surprised to hear that eggs are sold in 
Calcutta at two annas a pair, but the producer does not get more than 
one pice. Government ought to take some steps by which it will be 
possible for the actual grower to get the full value of his things. 

Sir, in my view, the question of unemployment is eonnected to a 
great extent with the Agriculture Department, although I must say 
that its solution does not lie with the Agriculture Department alone. 

As regards jute forecast and the jute policy, I have my own 
impressions. I am informed that the jute forecast has always been less 
than the actual production. If this is so, I have personally no 
complaint, because in that case it will have the effect of raising the 
market. At the same time, we feel that Government should take .some 
steps to keep the cultivators informed as to the true demand of the 
market not only in India bqt outside India as well. The demand of 
jute is likely to be restricted this year owing to the trade depression 
and the necessity of a restricted cultivation should be impressed upon 
the cultivators. Then, Sir, there is another factor. Supposing that 
some sort of competition is rising in other countries. The cultivators 
should be apprised of this — that another market is rising and that they 
should try to improve their production. 

Sir, I refrain from speaking on agricultural credits. I hope the 
Agriculture Department will take up this work. As a matter of fact, 
I do consider that the department do not give sufficient attention to 
this work, which has an important bearing on the administration of the 
department. 

Mr* W* lk« TRAVERS: Sir, I have been very pleased to-day to hear 
the speeches that have been made this afternoon and to see so many 
motions on the paper on this subject, because, I think, this proves that 
we have in this Council more members interested in agriculture than 
in the past. 1 myself am an agriculturist and year after year I have been 
trying to impress on all those who are interested in agriculture the 
necessity of helping the cultivators to produce better crisps and the 
only way to do it is to assist Government in bringing about a state of 
prosperity in the country, so that when our finances are in a better 
condition, we can get more money for this moat important departnaent. 

Bai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das, Khan Bahadur Aaixal Haque and 
Maulvi Hassan Ali bring forward points where improvement Is moot 
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deril^Me, All of them inveigh against Ooverement, hut the number 
of Ifeearch officers is but six and it is impoesible for them to do more 
thin they are now doing. What is wanted is development ^ a large 
inereaae of the staff, and money to enable them to expand. The held 
of work is vast. Much has been done, but very much more can be donOi 
as the Hon’ble Minister lias himself admitted. 

There is the improvement, the further iinproveiuent of paddy st^d. 
There is jute, with the extension of the plant which gives good quality 
fibre. There is sugarcane, the demonstration and ex])ansion of the 
improved cane. And work in many other direi tions. 

At the lovSt meeting of the Agricultural Committee I proposed a 
resolution which I hope may have the supixirt of the Council. My 
resolution was this. When there is money, Its. 2 lakhs more should 
be devoted for each year for five years, that is, Its. 2 lakhs extra the 
first year, Rs. 4 lakhs the second year, and Rs. 10 lakhs the fifth year. 
But the scheme requires elaboration and with the interest that the 
Council is now taking we might form a Bengal Legislative Council 
Agricultural Association for that object. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I rise to support the motion 
not on the ground that I have got any adverse criticisms to make about 
the working of this department but because I want to join my voice 
with that of the last speaker who asked for the grant of more money to 
this department. Sir, if you will kindly look fit the budget figures, 
you will sei* that the budget figures for this department proper for the 
la.«it year were Rs. lf3.(i2,(K)0, but the revised figures were cut down to 
Rs. 12,93,000, because our Minister was pleased to surrender about 
75,000 out of this small grant for other purposes. You will be 
surprised to see, Sir, that the budget presen U^l ibis year is for Rs. 11 
lakbs and ^d, so that whereas Mr. Travers has been asking for Rs. 2 
lakhs more ever>' year, it has actually been reduced by about 
Rs. 2,57,0(X) from what it was last year ! This is the w*ay in which our 
Agriculture Minister is discharging his duly towards the agricultural 
problem of this country. I submit that it is hopeless to expect any 
improvement in this department. 1 think everybody will agree with 
me that the Department of Agriculture is fraught with the greateet 
poesibility of benefit to the people, but if the Minister continues to 
place even bis small funds at the disposal of other departments and if 
he oontinuee to cut down the demand for his budget, the Agriculture 
Department will cease to exist. 

Dr. NARitH CHANDRA SEN CURTAt 1 was surprised to find 
Bahadur Axixul Haque as an apologist of the Agriculture 
DeparUnent; hf he has criiidiied those who have oritioised the 
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Agriculture Department this year for ita failure to formulate a jute 
policy. But Khan Bahadur AKirul Haque himself pointed out last year 
how the Agriculture Department was responsible for bringing about 
conditions which have spelt disaster to the agriculturists this year. BFo 
one denies that the Agriculture Department was doing some good work 
so far as the research work for the improvement of crops was concerned. 
But the fault that we find with the Agriculture Department is not so 
far as its scientific work goes but so far as its economic work goes. 1 
think Mr. Travers drew attention to the fact last year that what the 
Agriculture Department wanted was an agricultural economist, that 
the problem of agriculture in Bengal is Jess a problem of scientific 
research than a problem of economic organisation. And it is from that 
point of view that the Agriculture Department has been found 
singularly lacking. No attempt has been made in the whole history 
of the Agriculture Department to produce an economic organisation for 
increasing or organising the production of agricultural commodities for 
the purpose of getting the utmost benefit for the agriculturists. This 
happy-go-lucky fashion in which the products are grown regardless of 
conditions of the market except when a great disaster conies on is going 
to ruin the country. 

Then the Khan Bahadur has also withdrawn his complaint with 
regard to the jute forecast. I have already said in this Council that 
this jute forecast never did any good to the agriculturists and will 
never do any good. The general impression is that the jute forecast is 
greatly in excess of the actual production. If that is so, it is in no 
small measure responsible for the slump in prices. It is also a fact, as 
Khan Bahadur Axizul Haque has pointed out, lhat in previous years 
the jute fore<msi was very much short of the actual production. That 
too does no benefit to the cultivators; it gives advance notice to the. 
buyers of what they have to expect and they buy jute before the 
market goes up. The agriculturists stand to lose either way by 
inaccurate forecasts. Well, Sir, T have tried to consider the point 
from all points of view, but I have never been able to find out, nor has 
anybody y«l pointed out to me, how the jute forecast ever helps the 
agriculturists. It is patent enough that the forecast helps the buyers 
of jute but not the producers. 

With regard not only to jute but to all agricultural commodities, 
what is wanted is a policy for organising the production, a great go- 
ahoi^ policy by which all the agriculture in the villages should be 
oollectivated, as the expression nowadays is, so that the cultivators ift 
the villages will produce only those commodities which would be for 
the country's Uinefit not only in the villages but would dispose of them 
in the best possible manner. As to that the Agriculture Department 
has not made any move towards that end. Has it ever formulated miy 
policy towards that endf The woric of the Agrioultoxe Bepartnmi^ 
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4o^ not §how that it ts quite awake to this fart and they never cant 
loisiard with an agricultural proftmmme which will enaUe the 
agticulturists of Bengal to husband their resources to the utmost 
advantage to themselves. Without that it cannot be said that the 
Agriculture Department has lieen functioning properly. There is no 
doubt that there is a great lack of funds; there is no doubt that the 
Agnculture Department has been treated with the utmost parsimony 
and they have not been able to get all or nearly all the funds necessary 
to carry on the great work of the agricultural organisation of tho 
country. But that is not the sole fault of (lovernment. It is not only 
that they have starved the Agriculture Department, but they have not 
provided in the Agriculture Department facilities for initiation of 
policy. The Agriculture Department is bmked upon as a purely 
scientific department, a department whose duty is to find out improved 
crops. Research is undoubtedly an important part of the Agriculture 
Department, but it is not the only thing. The work of economic 
organisation of agriculture is far more important at the present moment 
than the research work that is nou being carried on in the Agriculture 
Department. 

The Khan Bahadur has referred to certain good work done hy the 
Agriculture Department and I will add to that the very good work 
done by it with regard to cattle-breeding and fodder-growing. An 
experiment was carried on in the district of Maidu and I have already 
referred to it. It was a very valuable work. It must not be forgotten 
that cultivators in Bengal have to purchase cattle from merchants and 
dealers who sell cattle from Bihar, Fnited Provinces and other places 
in vicUiM\ and no less than a crore of rujiees is spent annually hv the 
people of Bengal in the purchase of these (attle. All that money might 
have been saved by a systematic policy of cattle-breeding and also 
improved bree<ls <ould have been produced. Experiments carried on 
on those lines show how much valuable work could be done. The 
report of the Agriculture Department contains some of the details and 
any one who cares to investigate into the history will lie able to find 
out further details. But what has the Agricultun* D<»partment done to 
further the work? Instead of furthering it, they have curtailed it, 
they have cut it down. That work is stop}>ed by dispensing with the 
wsrvices of the people who were doing field work in that line. The 
Agriculture Department was very obliging in parting with a few 
thousands that were necessary for this work. If instead of doing that 
it insisted on demanding money, it could have done not only much 
benefit to the cultivators but would have increased substantially the 
wealth of, (he province and ultimately it would have benefited the 
exchequer itself. What is wanted, I think, is not scientific agnculture 
hut a policy, a programme, by which we can organise the whole of the 
agriculture of the province and we ifmnt that there shonU be tha| 
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outlook, we want that Government should look upon the problem of 
agriculture as essentially a problem of economic organiaation and not 
essentially one of scientific research. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: We have had a very interesting debate on 
the working of the Department of Agriculture and I want only to make 
a few remarks. We were told here in the beginning of the budget 
session and towards its end that the Agriculture Department is the 
most important department and does most important work. But what 
1 regret to find is that not to-day but in the past as well the Department 
of Agriculture has been kept up by the Government of Bengal more 
as an apology than as a living working department. We have been 
told that Government have been very hard pressed in the matter of 
providing funds. But I say that agriculture is the mainstay of the 
province; it improves cultivation and also the conditions of the 
cultivators and, therefore, it should be the first concern of Government; 
without agriculture and agriculturist the province will have no legs to 
stand upon. We are spending money on various other departments 
where we can afford to lose, hut in the eyes of the Government the 
rural areas and agriculture have very little significance and, therefore, 
they get very little sympathy and help from Government as a whole. 


145 p.m. 

We have, however, very little sympathy and help from the 
Government as a whole. Dr. Sen Gupta quarrels with the Hon’ble 
Minister of Agriculture for his generosity in handing over certain 
allotinenls to the Finance Member for other purposes, but I think. Sir, 
that perhaps the Hou'ble Minister had no option in the matter. He 
was forced to do so because Government as a whole attached importance 
to other departments, particularly the Poli'^e, and they wanted more 
money for it. The cry is that we want to maintain peace and order 
and for that any amount of money is wanted — because the police 
officers will come forward and say that unless we get this much, we 
shall not be able to maintain peace and order in the land; but I say 
that we also in this country want peace and order no less than the 
peace of the police force: but we want the peace of the city and not 
the peace of the graveyard. If the agriculturists are starved to death, 
we will have peace no doubt, but it will be the peace of the graveyard. 
The time has come when the greatest possible attention should be paid 
to agrieullxire by the Government as a whole. So far it has been 
negWted. 

Sir, I have beard a good deal about jute and the help that the 
Government has extended to jute-growers. I am ignorant of jute and 
the production of jute. I am <»ncemed with a simpler thing which la 
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rinjli wliicli grows in my part of the province. We, Sir, mi the other 
of the Ganges contribute the largest amoimt of the provincial 
revenues. (A voice: What about coal?) I have just been remmded 
about coal. It is certainly an additional source of revenue to Govern- 
ment. Sir, we are most neglected people on this side of the Ganges. 
The dif&culties of the Burdwan division about agriculture are mainly 
two — the difficulty of irrigation and the difficulty of drainage. I shall 
no doubt be told by the Hon’ble Minister that Government has spent a 
good deal of money on the Damodar Canal Scheme and on the Eden 
Canal which has completely dried up. But I would like to remind the 
House that Government ami Government alone is responsible for the 
drying up of the water channels which serve the purposes of irrigation, 
drainage and drinking. What about the Banka, the Khoria and other 
channels which were intended for the purpose of irrigation for the 
whole district of Burdwan? They are now silted up and an appreciable 
portion of tliem has been turned into arable lands and has been divided 
into agricultural plots. This is due to the activities of Government in 
its various branches. It may l>e due to embankments on account of 
railway bridges. But whatever he the cause, the fact remains that 
those rivers which had a continuous flow of water and also drained the 
•uperduous rain water are all silttMl up now and the people of Burdwan 
suffer from disadvantages — one of education in certain parts and want 
of drainage in other parts. The position is very acute and very serious 
and I have, even at the cost of l>eing accuHe<l as parochial, brought 
this matter to the notice of the Government and appealed to them to 
spend as much money as they can on this department, particular 
attention being paid to my part of the province. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROYs 1 would draw the attention of 
the House to one branch of agriculture, viz., the horticulture and fruit- 
growing. The Department of Agriculture has neglected this particular 
branch not on account of lack of funds but on account of lack of 
imagination. During the session I put a question to the Hon^ble 
Minister as to what steps have been taken by the department for 
growing fruits in tl)e province and for marketing them. I was told in 
reply that there was a fruit farm at Kalimpong but that no steps could 
be taken for better marketing the fniits of the province. That was all 
the answer I got. Bengal with its fertile soil is dependent for its fruit 
supply on other provinces, even to Delhi and Quetta and even Australia 
and America. Under the ciix!umstaiic.es, I would ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to have a look in this matter. 

Mr. Rf C. ORMOND S Sir, before speaking may 1 put a point of 
Older? May 1 ask whether ibis debate will continue alter 1-30? 


Mr« niltlOINTi I cannot tell you now. It all depimds. 
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^ 0. ORMOIIOl I penMiiaUy am aaxiooa tliat oii« of ikoao Mt 
a^uld bo on. . If it ia a quaation of my apeecli prevMitmg it 
iiieii I would ratber not 


Mr# PREtlOillTs I think you may go on with 


your speech. 


Mr. i. c. ORMOND > These agricultural matters are the motl 
serious of aU questions in these days in Bengal. I wish to assoeiati 

<0 tfivo «y >nost decided suppori 
to, what has been said before me this morning by the leader of ms 
poup, Mr. TraTers. and by various other speakers. Why is thi 
Agncultural Department starved in the way it is at the present dayf 
Is It because the claims of the Agricultural Department hitherto hart 
been considered to be merely the claims of dumb animals and dumb 
men? Is It because there have been no speeches from tbs 

^ ^ ***® Government will 

W from to-day s debate that those days are past and that we in this 
House now consider that agricultural problems in Bengal are far mors 
mpoTiMt than any other problem. I say that without exaggeration. 
I would even say that it is far more important than some of the mors 
eximnsive schemes of edm-ation which have hitherto been fashionable 

tne province. 

Sir, I will say that we of the European group to which I belong— 
nnd I am authorised to say this on behalf of the group-look upon this 
question of agriculture as vital to the growth of the province and we 
shall form our attitude towards the ministry largely by its policy on 
this matter of agriculture. It is obvious— it hardly needs any remark 
to see— that the work of Government in the Department of Agriculture 
m primarily important for Bengal: and that in two fundamental 
i^pecU. Everybody is now complaining that there is no money ia 
^gai. Then what is the obvious way of raising money and of 
moreasing the resources of the province? Surely by increasing the 
agiioiUtuml resources. If the resources of wealth are increased, surely 
that 18 the only sound way of raising the standard of living. Too 
eannot do it by taking money out of the treasury where no money k 
going in. The seMnd matter which is so obviously important to my 
mind M the question of unemplojment. In these days there ie m 
pw^tual flow of intelligent Indian young men for whom theie is not 
sufficient opening. They are potential source of power and energy and 
wealth prodtt^ion in the province. They are a potential source et 
•verything which is, going to make Bengal great. If these young 
an ensnared by the peculiar system of education which has been in 
hitherto into taking up only professions which lead them into 
m noemploymit dii^ impecuaioaiiy, how i« Bmigol to iiMEf 
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I lur voice at my elbow wbispennir “Law/* Sir, tiieie i§ 

M^teiAlj tbe proleaaion of law. The law it to aome extent at the root 
of the trouble. There ia a conaiderable number of lawyera in the 
province. If the province ia really to be a going concern, it needa a 
certain amount of law--a certain number of lawyere-in order to keep 
the wheels groing round— to prevent people who are quarrelling when 
they ought not to : and perhaps to make people quarrel when they 
ought to! But if you take, say, a given number of 1,000 young men 
growing up in Bengal, surely you do not want 800 of these young man 
taking up law in order to be a source of anxiety to their parents and 
a source of loss and anxiety also to the province. If this matter is 
serious, why cannot more money be taken for agriculture from the 
other sides of Government? Surely it is a question of priority; and 
surely we in this House will say that the Agriculture Department 
should have the priority which it has never had before. Sir, in this 
connection, a small matter occurs to me and 1 may as well mention it 
here. I and many of my friends hope that next year more than one 
hour and three quarters may be allotted to this Council for the 
discussion of this subject. With great respect I submit that we spend 
in this Council a very large portion of our time talking about matters 
over which we have no control — talking alvmt nll-India matters and 
matters which we cannot alter by a hairV breadth. We spend our 
time talking about things about which, everj'body knows, nobody can 
make any impression in the Council. This question of agriculture is a 
practical problem and one in respect of which we can do very useful 
work in this Council. Now. Sir, I, w’ith great respect to the Council, 
hope that the members will never tell me that I was trying to teach 
the Council anything. After the laM time I spoke an hon’ble member 
made some such remark in relation to something I had said. I am 
sorry that he should have so misunderstood me. I am fully conscious 
of my incapacity to teach this Council anything. At the same time 
in these days it is sometimes the most obvious matters which are more 
than all others requiring your work and attention— obvious to the 
young as well as to the old, obvious to people with less intelligence a§ 
also to those of more intelligence — matters which. I think, I am entitled 
to press even before my leaders and my betters. 

There is another matter which, if convenient to you, Sir, and to the 
House, I would like to put up for your consideration. There may be 
other members in the House who would like to see a cut passed. There 
have been several motions. But at the same time I may point out that 
'some of us may not be in entire sympathy with all of them. You hare, 
Sir, however, seen the feeling of the House this morning; and you will 
know that there is a general volume of opinion about this particular 
matter. But we wish only to press upon the Qovemment our opinion. 

I diould like to see one token cut passed. But we do not want a lot 
ot outs. Would it be convenient to you to have one particular motion 
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taken up and voted uponf I mean to express these views cm idle maiii 
point common to all the motions on that one cut : that more should be 
done for agnculture than hitherto in this province. 

Mr. PRESIDENT} That point will arise day after to-morrow. 

Mr. E. C« ORMOND I Then there is no need for me, Sir, to say 
anything more. 


Adjoumment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 o’clock, on Monday, the dOth 
of March, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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prtviiioiii of tho Govtnunttt of ImNo Aet 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houses 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 30th March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatiia Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon'ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three llon’ble Ministers and 106 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starrod Quottiom 

(to whioli oral aiitwort aroro givtii)t 

PoiU rtaorvod for tho Indltfi Modiotl lorvioo. 

M72. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon ’hie Minister in chargt 
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what orders were passed in 1923 regarding the \imi» reserved 
in Bengal for the Indian Medical Service; 

(ti) what modification.-!*, if any, have Wn made thereafter; nnd 
(iii) the dates of su(-h modifications? 

(ft) Is it a fact that the rights of non-I.M.S. men grunted in 1923 
to hold posts formerly reserved for the I.M.S. have been recently 
curtailed P 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state what stejia 
he has been taking in the matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be please<l to lay on the table ooptet 
of the relevant orders on the subject fr*>m 1923 to 1930? 

MINISTEII In otiurge of LOCAL CCLF^OVCflNMCirr 
OBPARTMENT (tho HoiFhlo Mr. it)oy Pmad thigh Boy): (a) Tho 

posto reserved for the Indian Medical Bervice in 1923 and 19^ are shown 
in the Regulations of 192*3 and the Press communique of May, 1923, on 
tUe subject, copies of which are laid on tho ts^. Tho Secretary 
ol State hue recently intiinated that LM.8. oAom in oml oMflsy 
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prior to April, 1924, slioiild be regarded ae baring a claim to poelt 
carrying increaaed pay or offering of^xirtuni^ee for specialisation wbioli 
were reserved in 19!^ but not in 1928. It is understood that the 
decision arrived at will be published shortly in the form of Eegulations. 

(b) See (a). 

(c) The decision of the Secretary of State will be complied with^ 
subject to such further reference to the Government of India as may 
be necessary as regards its interpretation in cases in which uncertainty 
arises pending the issue of the Regulations. 

(d) See (a) as regards the orders of 1923 and 1928. Government 
are not in a position to lay on the table the subse<iuent correspondence 
between the Secretary of State and the Government of India. 


Regulations and Press cowmunigu^. referred f/> in the anstcer to 
clause (o) of starred question No. 172. 


Reon.ATroNs fndkr kci.e 12 of the htti,es made i^nder section 46A 
OF THE Government of India Act. 

The posts under local Governments specified in schedule I of these 
regulations are reserA^ed for officers of the Indian Me<lical Service. 

2. If on the date on which these regulations are made, n post 
under a local Govenunent not specified in schedule I of the rules is 
occupied by an officer of the Indian Medical Service, the ]>ost shall 
continue to be reser^’ed for officers of the Indian Medical Service until 
such time ns, in the opinion of the Governor-General in Council, its 
reservation in the interests of the incumWnt l)ecoraes unnecessary. 

3. In case of necessity a local Government may leave a post 
included in 8che<lule 1 to these regulations unfilled, or may fill it others 
wise than by the appointment of an officer of the Indian Medical 
Service, in either case for a periml not exceeding six months, but 
shall report forthwith through the Governor-General in Obuncil to 
the Secretary of State in Council that a reserved post has been left 
unfilled or has been filled otherwise than by the appeuntment of an 
officer of the Indian Mnlical Service, together with the reasons for its 
actioii. If the Secretary of State in Council is not satisfied of the 
necessity for the action taken by the local Government, he may direct 
that such vacancy shall be filled forthwith or that an officer ol the 
Indian Medical Service shall be appointed to such post fortiiwiili. 

4 . It shaUt be open to the local Government at the time of report^ 
ing actioii taken as provided in the foregoing regulation, or at any 
time subsequent wfihin the jienoA of six months, to request thal a 
pest reserv^ for an officer of the Indian Medical Service may he Ml 
unfilled, or may be filled otherwise than by the appointment off an 
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of the ludian Medical Serrice, for a period in exceaa of six 
It will rest with the Secretary of State in Oouncil to decide 
whisillier or not the continuance of such an arrangement may be sano 
tioited lor a period of 12 months beyond the expiry of the first Six 
montiis. It shall further be ofien to a local Government within the 
psnod for which an extension is granted to make a further appUoatirm 
lof ^tension. The Secretary of State will dispose of such further 
a]]plication os if it were a first apidieatiou for extension. 

6. The officers of the Indian Medical Service eligible to hold the 
posts included in schedule I to these regulatitms shall be those officers 

the Indian Medical Service who are posted by the Governor-Oeneral 
in Council to the province concerned. In tlie matter of such postings 
the Oovemor-Geuend in (\>uncil may delegate such powers as he 
pleases to the Dire< tor, Medical Services, and to the Director^eneral, 
Indian Medical Sendee. 

6. The posts 8pe<‘ified in schwlule II to these i^ulations shall be 
fiUed by the nomination of the Govomor-General in Oouncil. 

7. The above regulutiims are ileclai’ed to W i^rovisional and with- 
out prejudice to the final orders to he passed by the Secretary of State 
in Council when he has received and considerwl the r©|K)rt of the Royal 
Commission on the Public Services. 


SaiEDt'LE I. 

Bengal. 

1 Surgeon-Geueral with the Government of Bengal. 

1 Insi)ector-Genoral of Prisons. 

4 Superintendents of Central Jails. 

1 Principal, Medical College, Calcutta. 

4 Professorships at the Calcutta Medical College, rir., Surgery, 
Midwilery, Ophthalmic Surgery, and Pathology and Bactario. 
logist to Government. 

1 Superintendent, Campbell Medical School and Hospital. 

1 Superintendent, Presidency General Hoepital. 

2 Beaident Sorgeons, Prestdency General Hoepital. 

14 Crirfl Surgeoncies, namely, 24-Parganas, Howrah, Serampote, 
Hooghly, Dacca, Darjeeling, Rajihahl, Jalpaigitri, Berhampore, 
Cliittagong, Barisal, Mymensingh, Midnopore and Noakhali. 

Tet*l*-29 pfiw leave and study reaerve at 27§ pti eent.wfi or 37. 
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SCHXDUI^E II. 


Surgeon 8-(}eneral, 

Ingpeotors-Gonentl of Civil Hospitals. 

IHrectoTs of first class Provincial Bacteriological liaboratories and 
Pasteur Institutes. 


Press Communique issued by the Government of India, Befartment 
OF Education, He.\lth and Lands, d\tkd Simla, the 10th Mat, 
1928. 

In paragraph 23 of their report the Royal Commission on the 
Superior Civil Services in India recommended that a Civil Medical 
Service should be constituted in each province, provision being made 
for the maintenance of a sufficient number of British officers to jirovide 
adeijuately for medical attendance on the British memlvers of the 
alLlndia Services and their families. The Government of India have 
since Wn in correspondence with local Governments and with His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India on the question of giving practical 
effect to these recommendations, and the Secretary of State has now 
sanctioned the following scheme, which is based on proposals framed 
in consultation with local Governments. 

2. The Indian Medical Service constituted on the same broad lines 
as at present will he i*etained, |>rimarily to meet the needs of the Indian 
Army. In order to maintain the necessary minimum war reserve of 
military medical officers, and to provide European medical attendance 
for European officers of the Superior Civil Siervices and their families, 
local (JovariMnents will be required to employ a stated number of 
Indian Medical Service offiews. The Government of India will draw 
on the same servioe to meet the requirements of the civil administratioa 
for which they are responsilde. 

3. War Reserve . — It has been calculated, on as precise a basis as 
possible, that the war reserve to be employed by the civil side should 
ocmsist of 134 British and 66 Indian officers. The larger number of 
British officer^ is due to the fact that British officers cannot be recruited 
in India in aft emergMicy from the ranks of private practitioners. 

4. Civil retptirements . — ^The other factor which enters into the 
leckoning is the need lor making adequate arrangement for medical 



QUESTIONS. 


atli^afioe on the British personnel of the Superior Civil ServioM end 
th4sr families, and for the requirements of the civil administnition lor 
the Oeiitral Oovemment ai-e res|K>iisil>le. This faeior include* 
the provision of a number of ap^suntmonts, hereafter termefl residu- 
ary,? the incumbents of which must be retained perm*uiently in dvil 
employ so as to ensure continuance of a skeleton staff to cope with 
the medical reqnirements of the civil Government, whether for the 
purpose of treatment, or of adminisirati^m, and, who cannot, therefore, 
be treated as part of the war Reserve. 

6. Working on these data, the total numWr of Indian Medical 
Service officers reijuired for civil employ is (-alculatefl at 302. The 
details are given below: — 

(I) War Reserve ... 200 

(II) For “residuary posts in provinces ... 46 

(III) Requirements of the Foreign and Political 

Deportment ... 17 

(IV) Jails ... 8 

(V) Special jiosts under the Government of India ... 14 

(VI) Port Health Officers, Bombay and Aden ... 2 

(VII) Reserve of 5 per cent, as allowance for 
officers who would not be available on 
mobilisation owing to illness ... 16 


Total ... 302 


(The figures shown against (II). (Ill), (IV). (V) and (VI) represent 
^'reeiduaiy'* posts.) Of the total of 302, 212 will be Europeans and 
90 Indians. 

0. To provide emidoyment for 302 officers, 237 poets are required. 
The mnaining 66 officers will constitute the leave and study leave 
leeerve calculated at 27J per cent. Of the 237 posts, 59 are available 
under the Gov^oment of India including posts in the Foreign and 
Political Dnpartmeiit; and 178 posts will be provided in the provinces. 
112 of th^ 178 posts primarily represent the requirements of the Civil 
Services in Gie matter of European medical attendance, and must be 
hdd by British officers. This esttmate of the medical requirement# 
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European members of tbe Superior C^ril Senrioee and tbeir families 
is based on data which will change from year to year, an the pix^xyr- 
tion of European to Indian civil officers giadually diminishes. It will, 
therefore, be subject to periodical scrutiny and, if necessary, revision. 
The remaining 66 posts will be open either to Europeans or Indians. 
28 out of the o9 appointments under the Government of India will 
similarly be open to officers of either race. Complete lists of (a) poets 
to be reserved for the Indian Medical Service and (h) reserved posts for 
which Indian officers of the Service will be eiigilde, either equally 
with European officers, or exclusively, are printed as annexures I 
and II respectively with this communique. 

7. Under regulations framed by the Secretary of State in Counoil 
in 1923 under Rule 12 of the Devolution Rules, 268 appointments are 
at present reserved for the Indian Medical Service in provinces. The 
new scheme, which reserves only 178 posts for them, will gradually 
release 90 jxwts for the Provincial Medical Services. It represents the 
maximum which can at present be set aimrt for these sendees, con- 
sistently with the need for iwoviding economical employment in [>eace 
time for the medical war reserve of the Indian Anny, and with the 
obligation to provide European doctors for the Euroi)ean personnel of 
the Superior Services. 

8. Tbe adoption of the new list of reserved posts will leave, on 
the civil side, a sur|ilus of Indian Me<lical Service officers who are 
now holding aijpointments which are at present reserved for the Service. 
The existing rights of these officers will be fully preserved, and pros- 
pects equivalent to those afPorderl by the present list of resened iwsts 
will ho retained for them. These prospects will be allowed to diminish 
only pari pa^isu with the absorption of the surplus which will exist 
until the number of Indian Medical Service officers now in civil 
employ is equal to the number of {>osts reserved for them in the new list. 
The detailed measures required to safeguard the prospects of Indian 
Medical Service offi<’ei'8 ali*eady in civil employ are now being worked 
out. 

9. In the intereets of the Army, the local Governments and of 
.offioeni themselves, the following rules will come into force forthwith 
as an integral portion of the scheme ; — 

(1) Liability to serve on either the civil or military side will be a 
definite condition ol service for all future entrants to tbe Indian Medical 
Bervice; 

(2) No qffioer will be transferred to civil employment witbout Bie 
consent of the Oqvemment ol India and the local Qovemmeni; 

(3) An officer transferred to civil employment will not oidinarSy 
be Ui^ to be recalled to military emf^yment (except on genetal 
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aobUisatioii) withooi tbe cooient ot tlie looftl Qmmmmif 
OoTernnteat of India will ri4ni])| the power to recall an officer 
the wishes of a local Govemment in very exoeptiottal cases of 
ahiotito necessity; 


(4) A local^ Government will not be at liberty to return to military 
^ployment an officer transferred to civil employment without the oon- 
sent of the Oovemmmit of India; 


(5) All officers in civil employment (includini^ those now in the 
•ervice), about a year before the date on which they are expected to 
be due for promotion to the rank of Colmiel, will be required to state 
whether they wish to return to military emidoyment in c^er that they 
may be considered for promotion tf> aclministraiive rank; 

(6) Those officers who ele< t to return to military employment will 
be recalled and employed in a ]H>8ition suitable to their rank, without, 
however, any griarnntee of eventual pnvmotion; 

(7) The case of each officer will then W considered on its merits 
when his name comes up for promotion, and (a) those considered suit- 
able for military promotion will be retained on the military side 
until promoted to administrative rank, after which they would not 
normally revert to civil employment; while (h) those not considered 
suitable for promotion will normally revert to civil employment, or 
subject to the approval of the military authorities, be given tbs 
option of remaining in military' employment in the rank of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel until retirement; 


(8) I'hone officers who do not elect to rettini to military employ- 
ment will either (o) sever their connection with the Indian Medical 
Service and ber'ome members of the Provincial Medical Service on 
such terms as may be mutually agreed upon between themselves and 
the local Government, in which case they will cease to belong to the 
war reserve, or (h) will continue to belong to the Indian Medical 
Service, in which casje they will be eligible for further promotion on 
the civil side, and will continue to belong to the war reserve, provided 
that they do not hold residuary appointments ; also they will hi eligible 
to receive promotion in military rank, os at present, on ike basis of 
tha civil administrative posts which they hold ; 

0) An officer who desires permanent civil employment, but does 
not ittcce^ in obtaining it, i^l be guaranteed emjdojnuent in the 
li|tttary medical services, unless he is unit for octira senrici^ mr them 
ll^^iome othtt equally valid impedimeni to his being employed oh 

mBulify miit, 

4 $ 
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StaUment showing civil appointmenU to be reserved for ofcers of the 
Indian Medical Service, 

OoVESKMEIlT OF IndU. 

(Department of Education, Health and Lands and Home Department.) 

• 1 Director-General, Indian Medical Service. 

• 1 Deputy Director-General, Indian Medical Service. 

2 Assistant Directors-General, Indian Mcnlical Service. 

• 1 Superintendent, X-Ray Institute. 

1 Imperial Serologist. 

• 1 Chief Medical Officer, Delhi. 

• 2 Civil Surgeons, Simla. 

1 Civil Surgeon, Coorg. 

1 Health Officer, Simla. 

• 1 Assistant Director of Public Health, Delhi. 

@ 16 Medical Research Department appointments. 

• 1 Senior Medical Officer, Port Blair. 

1 Civil Surgeon, New Delhi. 

• 1 Public Health Commissioner with the Government of 

90 

Inoum^ts of posts marked with an asterisk (•) ate not liable to b^ 
r^led on mobi^tion. Of the posts marked (@) only 1 Aadl^lM 
Direotwr-Oeneral, Indian Medical Service, and 11 officem (rf tbe IMW 
Dqmrtment are liable to be recalled on 
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(Fmigu and Political Dopartmoat.) 

(a) 1 Beaidency Surgeon and Chief Medical Officer, Balaehiataa. 
(a) 1 Civil Surgeon, Quetta. 

(a) 1 Civil Surgeon, Sibi. 

1 Agency Surgeon, Bundelkhand. 

1 Agency Surgeon, Bhopal. 

^ 1 Administrative Medical Officer, Central India, and Baei* 
dency Surgeon, Indore. 

• 1 Residency Surgeon, Hyderabad. 

• 1 Residency Surgeon, Kashmir. 

• 1 Agency Surgeon, Gilgit. 

I Agency Surgeon, Meshed. 

• 1 Residency Surgeon, Bangalore. 

• 1 Legation Surgeon, Nepal. 

• 1 Medical Officer, Sistan. 

• 1 Chief Medical Officer, North-West Frontier Province. 

X 6 Civil Surgeons, North-West Frontier Province. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, North-West Frontier 
Province, 

• 1 Superintendent, Peshawar Jail, and Medical Officer, 

Frontier Constabulary Outposts. 

• 1 Residency Surgeon, Bushire. 

1 Agency Surgeon, Maskat. 

*1 Civil Surgeon, Ajmer, and Chief Medical Officer, Raj* 
putana. 

1 Additional Civil Surgeon, Ajmer. 

• 1 Residency Surgeon, Mewar. 

• 1 Legation Suigeon, Kabul. 

• 1 Residency Surgeon, Western India States Agency, Rajkot. 

2 » 


tucumbanta of posts marked with an asterisk (*) are not Uable to be 
feeaUed on mobilisation. Of the posts marked (x) only 4 Civil 
tlmgwm am liidiie to be recalled on mobilisation. Of Iha three poata 
mm^ («) only two are liahie to be recalled on moMlisition. 
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hocAL CkmelOfifiirrs. 

Madra$, 

* 1 laspector-Geaeral of PrisoiiB. 

4 Superintendents of Central Jails. 

1 Surgeon to His Excellency the GoTemor. 

^ 1 First Surgeon in the General Hospital, Madras, and Pro- 
fessor of Surgery, Medical College, Madras. 

* 1 First Physician in the General Hospital, and Professor of 

Medicine, Medical College, Madras, 

* 1 Superintendent, Women and Children’s Hospital, Madras, 

and Professor of Midwifery, Medical College, Madras. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health. 

1 Director, Pasteur Institute, Coonoor. 

@ 12 District Medical and Sanitary Officers, Malabar, Madura, 
Coimbatore, Bellaiy, the Nilgiris, Tanjore, Vizaga* 
patam, North Arcot, Coonoor, Nellore or Guntur, 
Trichinopoly and one unspecified. 

23 


Incumbents of posts marked with an asterisk (*) are not liable to 
be recalled on mobilisation. Of the posts marked (@) only 10 are 
liable to be recalled on mobilisation. 


Bombay, 

* 1 Inj^lfliitdor-General of Prisons. 

3 Superintendents of Central Prisons. 

* 1 Superintendent, Mental Hoapital, Teravada. 

^ 1 Presidency Suig^eon, Ist District, Physician oa ike ataif of 
Si. George’s Hospital, Marine Surgeon and m Hcdioal 
charge of the l^phinstone OoBege. 

* 1 Superintendent, 8t. George’s Hospital, Boasbay. 

I Beaideni Surgeon, St. Oeoige’e Hoapital, BonAay. 

* 1 Pfailiaoe at OjuBPrcligy 





1 Diraotor or Asautant Director, Haikino lastitata, Bomtej. 
1 Appointuoiit in the I>uWic Health Department. 

• 1 Health Officer, Aden. 


^ 1 Port Health Officer, Bombay. 


® 10 Civil Surgeons, Ahmedubad, Poona, Mahubleshwar, Belgaiunif 
Karachi, Nasik, Hyderabad (Sindh), Dhanrar, Sholapori 
and Aden. 
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Incumbents of posts marked with an asterisk (•) are not liable to 
he recalled on mobilisation. Of the posts marked (@) only 9 m 
liable to be recalled on mobilisation. 


Bengml, 

• 1 Inspector-Oeneral of Prisons. 

4 Superintendents of Central Jails. 

1 Surgeon Superintendent, Presidency General Hoi^talp 
Calcutta. 

* 3 Professors, Medical College, Calcutta, sfiecially qualified an 

Physician, Surgeon or Gynsscologist. 

@ 13 Civil Surgeons, 24-Parganas, Dacca, Darjeeling, (jhittagongp 
Rajshahi, Barisal, Mymenstngh, Midnapore, Berbampore, 
Hoogbly, Burdwan and two unspecified. 


22 


Iiieiiiiibeats of poets marked with an asterisk (*} are not liaUe to 
'im maOid on mobiliaaiioa. Of the posts marked (#) maif 
10 am BaUe to be lecalM on miMUwlseB. 
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United Prenincti, 

* 1 Inspector-GeneTal of Prisons. 

5 Superintendents of Jails. 

(g 18 OiTil Surgeons, Benares, AUakabad, Cawnpore, Agra, Meeruti 
Naini Tal, Mussoorie, Lucknow, Moradal^, Jliaiiai, 
Bareilly, Gorakpur, Dehra Dun, Aligarh and Fyaabad 
and 3 unspecified. 


24 


Incumbents of posts marked with an asterisk (*) are not liable to 
be recalled on mobilisation. Of the posts marked (@) only 
12 are liable to be recalled on mobilization. 


Punjab. 

* 1 Inspector-General of Prisons. 

3 Superintendents of Central Jails. 

1 Superintendent, Borstal Institute. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health. 

* 2 Professors, Medical College, liohore. 

@11 Civil Surgeons, Lahore, Amritsar, Multan, Rawalpindi, 
Ferosepore, Lyallpore, Jhelum, Dera Ghazi Khan, 
Ambala, Jullundur and Shahpur (SargodhaL 


19 


AppaintmenU reserved for Indian /. 5. ojficert. 


1 Superintendent, Mental Hospital, Lahore. 

1 Professor of Surgery, Medical CoUege, Lahore. 

21 

Incumbents ol^posts marked with an asterisk (*) are not liaUe to 
be recalled m mobilisaiion. Of the posts znariEed (@) 8 CSvfl 
Surgeons are liable to be recalled on mobOisatkai. 
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Burma. 

^ 1 Inspeetor-Qeneral of Prisons. 

3 Supeiiniendents of Central Jails. 

1 Superintendent, Mental Hospital, Han^^oon. 

1 Public Health appointment. 

1 Director, Pasteur Institute. Rangoon, 
f 2 Civil Surgeons, Rangoon. 

3 4 Hospital and Profe^^sorial appointments in Rangoon (including 
the head Gyncecological appointments). 

@ 17 Civil Surgeons, Ak>Tib, Myitkyina, Bhamo, Mandalay, 
Myingynn, Toungoo, Magwe, Bassein, Moulmein, 

Maymyo, Shwebo, Prome, Taunggyi, Tx)imwe, Lashio 
and 2 unspecified. 


30 


Incumbents of posts marked with* an asterisk (•) are not liable to 
be recalled on mobilisation. Of the |K)sts marked (@) 12 Civil 

Surgeons are liable to he recalled on mobilisation. One of the two 
Civil Surgeons, RaJigoon, and two of the four Hospital and Professorial 
appointments in Hangmm marked (f) are liable to recall. 

Bihar and Oriiia. 

* 1 Inspector-General of Prisons. 

3 Superintendents of Central Jails. 

• 1 Superintendent, European Mental Hospital, Ranchi. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health. 

1 Professor of Surgery, Medical College, Patna. 

@ 10 (Svil Surgeons, Patna, Cuttack, Musaflarpur, Ranchi, 
Saran, Hasaribagh, Gaya, Darbhanga, Bhagalpur and 
Monghyr. 


17 

InoumlMmti of posts marked with an asterisk <*) am not liabk to 
|ni mcalled on mobiiisatioii* Of the posts marksd (%) only 
T am liable to be recalled on moInliaatiftHi. 
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Central Provinces. 

Inspectur-General of Prisoni. 

2 Superintendenta of Ceatral Jaila. 

1 Public Health Officer. 

@ 7 Civil Surfreons, JSngpuT, Jubbulpore, Raipur, Hosbaugabud, 
Sau^for, Cbhindwara and Akola (or Amraoti). 

n 


Incumbents of poste marked with an aaterisk (*) are not liable to 
be recalled on mobilisation. Of the posts marked (®) <*nly 4 are liable 
i't be recalled. 


Atsam. 


*7 Civil Surgeons. 

•Only 4 are liable to be rei ulled on mobilisation. 


Annexuhe II. 

The followinjf reserved poste will be open to Indian officei-s of the 
Indian Medical Service on the civil side : — 

(1) 16 Civil Surgeoncies (2 in Madras, 2 in Bombay, 3 in Bengal, 
8 in the United Provinces and 5 in Burma). 

(2) 6 Public Health Department appointments (one each in Madras, 
Bombay, Punjab, Burma, Bihar and Oirssa and the Central Piovincea). 

(3) 2 Dirsctorahips of Pasteur Institutes at Coonoor and Rangoon. 

(4) 1 THvK^wihip or Assistant Directorship, Hafficine Institute, 
Bombay. 

(6) 1 appointment of Surgeon Superintendent, Presidency General 
Heepital, Calcutta. 

(6) I appointment of Surgeon to His Excellency the Governor of 
Madras. 

(7) 1 Hospital and Professorial appointment im Rangoon. 

(8) 1 appdfntment of Professor of Surgery, Patna. 

2 appointnumts in the Punjab specifically merved for Indiane, 
fit*, Superintendent, Mental Hospital, l^abore, and ProfeMor ef 
Surgery, Medical OoUege, Labcne. 



'J|pV QlTigfBJHS. ' 

SW) 86 JmT «ppoktment8 (inclvding tke post at hmpeeUa-Gmml 
0 i|||riaM»ii in all tlie provinces except Assam). 

f ipi) 3 unspecified appointments under the Government of India in 
tlis Foreign and Ptditical Department. 

(12) 25 appointments under the Government of India in the Depari<» 
ment of Education, Health and Lands (including 15 Medical Research 
Department appointments and the ap|)ointments of Director«General, 
Indian Medical Service; Deputy Director-General, Indian Medical 
Service; 2 Assistant Directors-General, Indian Medical Service; 
Superintendent, X-Ray Institute; Imperial Serologist; Health Officer, 
Simla; Assistant Director of Public Health, Delhi; Public Health 
Commissioner with the Government of India, and one of the two Civil 
Surgeons in Delhi). Total 94. 


jMtora Dittriot Boanl. 

M73. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the IxK*al Self-Government Department be jileased 
to lay on the table a statement shoanng for the last three years - 

(t) the names of the chairmen, vice-chairmen and members of the 
Jessore district board; 

(h) the amount drawn by each of them as travelling allowances; 
and 

(iff) the places from which the charge was made? 

(6) Is the Hon'bJe Minister aware that an audit objection was raised 
with regard to the travelling allowanc’es drawn by the chairmen, vice- 
chairmen and members of the Jessore district board for the years 1929 
and 1930 P 

(c) If so, what action, if any, was taken in the matter P 

(d) If no action was taken, what were the reasons P 

me Hon^bto Mr. BldOY FRABAO BINQH ROYS (a) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(0) No such objection appears yet to have been brought to the notii^ 
of Government, but it has been ascertained with reference to ihie 
qamiwn that the auditing officer has raised this point. 

(e) The Chairman has referred the objection raised in audit to the 
Dis^ct tJCagistrate who is in correspondence with the Counni«*ianar 
•Imui iL 

(d) Doe# not wise. 



m mrnmm. ' 

Statemsnt referred to in the reply to dame (a) of de/rrei 
• • qmeHon No. 173 . 


List of Distsict Boabb Mbkhkes* 
1927-28 and 1928-29 (Part). 


Nune. 


1. B«tm (now Rnl Bnbndur) BU«y KrWiun 

Mtim, B.L. (Chalrmnn). 

2. B*bn Bljay Oopnt Bone (Vice-Chainiuu}) . . 

3. Bntm (now Knt Bnhndur) Kethnb 1 a 1 Boy 

Gintsdlrarr. 

4. Bntoa Snraidra Nnth Hnldnr 

6. linnlvl Tndmddln Ahoind 

6. Knidvl Mir Bornt Jnn 

7. Bnbu Jyoil Protnann eMf 

8. Mnnlvi (^ndhury FnsliU' Bnhnuin 

9. SttbdtiriyoBnl Oflicer, Bcmgnon 

10. Bnbu Bhnbendm Chnndm Boy (then M.L.A.) 

11. Mnulvl Syed NnuntunmU, B.L.. M.L.C. 

la Mnnlvi Abdiu Snmnd 
18. Mnulvl A(Ptnb»ddln 

14. Mnnlvi Ooinu Enbbnni 

U. Bnbu Bouimh Chnndm Bnksht .. 

18. Kttmnr Pnnnngn Bhu»hno l>evn Eny 

17. Bubdivinkmnt OAcnr. BnmU 

18. SubdlvlahHini Omow, Mngum 

la aiiMtvMoiini OAoer, Jbenklnh .. 

•0. BnbdtvMoiwI AllNw. Bndnr 
tl, Bnjn Pmmnthn Bhuihnn Devn Any Bnhndur 
tt. Mni Bnhndor Jndnnnth Mnsttnulnr, C.I.K. . . 
S8« Bnbo Mnalttdrn 5n4h (Bintterji .. 

M. Mnulvl Mnttar Inlunnn 
•8. Mr. M. C. MneLeod .. 

WL Mnnlvi MMAtomAdin Ahmed 
it. Bnvnu l^nto Snficnr 

15. (Mow) But Silih Khun ClwmlnSInite 
ta Bnhn F wim n th n Blm ifc &n Bone .. 

8a The Cltfi SniBeoii. Jemom 


Amoont ol 
nOownne 

tfsveUiaf 
e drawn. 

Plnnei from whtPh 

1887<i8. 

1028-20 
(April to 
June). 

travnUiif nUowanet 
wmt dmwa. 

Bn. n. p. 

Et. n. p. 


1,102 2 0 

808 7 0 

'tnMore. 

31 0 0 

87 4 0 

Ditto. 

40 0 0 

10 0 0 

Pnnimm. 

100 18 0 

80 12 0 

CThnndnnpnr'Bhownalpnrt 

57 12 0 

83 8 0 

Snndnrpnx. 

74 4 0 

24 12 0 

Border of the district from 
Cnl<mttn aide. 

40 H 0 

48 4 0 

Bnoicluuidmpur. 

118 U 0 

31 2 0 

Knshnberln. 

06 2 0 

82 8 0 

Ciinndrnpnm. 

88 0 0 1 

22 4 0 

Xhenidnh-Mndhupur. 

10 4 0 

i 


Nnklnoin. 

72 5 0 

23 12 0 

Border of the dMttel 
(Mnlhfiinwil. 

288 14 0 

68 12 0 

Bnbndnrpnr. 

Kotoehnadpiir. 

813 10 0 

71 4 0 

PerMnndnM. 

288 4 0 

70 4 0 

Mnfntn. 

477 12 0 

70 4 0 

1MI30. 

872 II 0 

104 2 0 

mrnim. 

i 










QiTiSfidire. 


YU 



Iast or District Boabo Ssmbkes. 


1928-29 (Psrt) and 1929^. 




Amount of traveOhif 




alkmanee drawn. 




Nsine. 







PlaoM from whtoh 
tiavaDlng allowaiioB 
WRB drawn. 


I98S-89. 

1 





(From July, 

1989-30. 




1988.) 








R«. 

a. 

P. 

Ra. 

a. 

P‘ 


1. 

KbsiItI Air Mohsiumsd Abdol Bsri Khsn . . 

SSI 

] 

0 

4T5 

8 

0 

Abalpur. 

t. 

1 

BRMiBUMr Krisfans XttoR 
liRbn Mendn Ksih Btiwss . . 

377 

*4 

0 

1.184 

*’0 

0 

Chapall (OtqMjtnaJ). 

4. 

XriiIyI rsdur Rshmsn 

809 

8 

0 

449 

8 

0 

Banmffa. 

5. 

IbotYl FAShu- R«hman Chsadhary 

50 

4 

0 

SS 12 

0 

Bundorpur. 

e. 

IfRnlYi OoMun BAbbsnl 

65 

0 

0 

ill 

H 

0 

Chaudnpara. 

7. 

KaJ Jadn Kath llBSiundAr Bshadiir, C.l.R. . . 







6. 

R*( Ktialwb LiU Rov Chaudhury Bahadar . . 








9. 

Haulvl Latafat Honaala Chaudhury 

54 

4 

0 




Bunderpur. 

10. 

Krahrl Latfor Ratunan 







U. 

Maalvl MaAxuddln Ahmed 








19. 

Balm Mohltoah Roy Chaudhury 

no 

io 

0 

156 

8 

0 

Border of ths dlstrlot 








fromCalontU side. 

IS. 

Maalyl Maathal Aiam 

477 14 

0 

987 

4 

0 

Tar^lal. 

Bahadurpur. 

14. 

Msnlvl Matiar Rahman 

151 

0 

0 

578 

9 

0 

U. 

Xaahrl lOr Surat Jan 

48 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

FaniBara. 

IS. 

ManM Mohammad Abdul Asls . . 

268 14 

0 

276 

12 

0 

Narayanpur. 

ItolliUh 

17. 

lla«^ Mohammad Abdul Isatif Sardar 

SO 

10 

0 

)80 

12 

0 

IS. 

Maalvl Mohammad Baitar Rahman 

28 

12 

0 

158 

6 

0 

IRumanja^pw (FuibuihSI). 

19. 

Manhri Mohammad Sanrantddin 

70 10 

0 

880 

S 

0 

90. 

SobdhrlatonaJ Olicer. Bongaoa . . 

SubdlvWoital (Meer, Jhenldah 








tl. 








n. 

SnbdhrlBloiial Oflleer, Magura 








9S. 

Bttbdhrinlonal Oflicer, Narail 








84. 

SobdtYlaional Oflloer. Sadar 








85. 

Manlvi Hyed Abdur Rauf (Vice-Clialrman) . . 

367 

9 

0 

i.165 

15 

0 

Jessorr, 

86. 

MaulYl Ryed Majid Bakah. M.L 0. 








87. 

Maulvi Syed Nauah<rrali. M.L.C. (riialrmanl 

7wr 

1 

0 

1,727 

io 

0 

Border of * the dli44rlot 








from Calcutta std«. 

98. 

Mauivi Toaatiddin Ahmed 

26 

14 

0 

41 

12 

0 

Jl^ldah. 

Joks. 

89. 

MaulYi Wahtdar Haahid 

807 

11 

0 

407 

12 

0 

90. 

MaulYi Watiar Kahman 

184 

0 

0 

571 

0 

0 

Narail. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will lli» Ifun’Mr Mininter b« 
pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to items 2<'i and 
27 of the statement}' Mas the lloirble Minister in(]uired as to the 
enormous rise in these items? 

Tho Hon'Ws Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: OoTernraent haa 
no reason to assume that this expenditure was not justified. 


Birth* aiMf dMrtii* in oartain viffafi* in laaaan. 

• 174 . Mr. K. 0 . RAY OHAUDHURIt Will the Hon’Ue ICinirtar 
in charge of the Local Self-Oovemmeat Department be pl ea s ed to Uy 
am table a gtatamant ghoaing for tho last three years in the iillagee 
SaBkerpare, Ohaadibarpore, ChalitatoUa aad B<mgraiii withia tho 
JlorMiietieia of the Narail policeHitatioa and the viliago^ Naldhig 
Sortoiiap Naortaf Bairfwni nmi CSiarbali£a odtiim 









YM 


OYTSSSaiUlB. 


imm'mrn 


tlie Lohagsn policMtotioii in the dirtrict of Jeeaon, tibe Ur^ and 
the death ratee, tog^her with the namee of the dieeaees due to which 
deaths occurred? 

TIm Hoffii'tNa Mr. iliOY PRASAD SINDH ROYS A etatemeui is 
laid on the table. There is reported to be no village of the name of Char* 
balidia in the Ijohagara police-station of Jessore district. 


Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No. 174 , of 
Inrths and doaths in certain villages in lessore district. 


DtMtiha. 


< 

Other cauaea. 

Other fever. 

1 

J, 

Boro dead. 


j, 

1 

1 









7 

s 








21 

9S 









s 








10 

4 








21 

24 








9 

3 








8 









6 

3 


i 






6 

2 

1 

2 



1 



23 

22 


1 






22 

22 







i 

10 

3 


i 






3 

2 

i 

4 

i 





25 

IS 


2 






17 

18 








23 

5 

i 


2 


i 



18 

9 


i 



1 



10 

9 


2 



1 

1 


17 

10 

i 

1 

. . . 


B 

. . 

B 


IS 


1 

. . 


B 


B 

11 

S 

. * . 

1 

. . 


HI 

. . 

B 

B 

S 

1 

. . 

2 


Bl 

1 

B 


It 


. . 

1 


11 

. . 

, . 

IS 

s 

. * 

1 

. . 



. . 

, , 

IS 

It 


s 

8 

1 

9 

1 

1 

It 

ts 

• • 

1 

9 

• * 

* • 

*• 

1 

1 

IS 


Name of 
thane. 


192S 

NaiaU .. 

leohagara 

1»29 

Narail .. 

Lohagara 


laao 

Narail .. 


Name of village. 


( 1 ) Sanluumur 
(9) Chandioarpur . . 
(S) Chalitatola 

(4) Bongram 

(5) Naldi 

(6) Brahmandinagar 

(7) Soiauna 

(8) Naura 
(0) Baruipara 


( 1 ) Sankarpur 
(8) Chandioarpur . . 

g Chalitatola 

SSST" :: 

(S) Bramandinagar 
(7) Somuna 
(8) Naura 
(9) Baruipara 


(1) Sankarpur 
(9) CShandioatpur . . 
(9) ChaKlatoia 

iSST" :: 

(6) Brahmandinagar 

(7) Soraun#’' 
f8) Nauru 
(S) BaruifMam 


22 
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4««tin for tiNi mmOtt *nl OMirt, TangiH. 

•ill. Maitlvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUNIS (a) la ilia 
jBElMiii^Ua Mamber in cbarga of tlie Judicial Dapartaant awara-** 

(t) tliat at present there are no family quarters provided by the 
Oovemment for the munsif, 3rd court, Tanirail, in the 
district of Mymenain^ ; 

(ti) that there is no suitable puoea house available on hire at 
Tangail; and 

(t^) tibat, for the present, the question of finding^ a suitable ifood 
house for living with family has been a most difficult one 
with the munsif, 3rd court, Tangailf 

(b) If the answer to (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps are l)eing taken by Oovemment 
to solve the question of family quarters of the munsif, 3rd court, 
TangailP 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
W. D. R« Prentice), (a) (i), (n) and (m) Yes. 

(b) A scheme for the construction of quarters for the munsif, 3rd 
court, Tangail, has been administratively approved, but no funds are 
available now for financing it. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFJI: Will the Hon'ble 

Member he pleased to state how long the seheme has Ihhmj iiendingP 

Tha Hon’hfi Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid 1 do not 
know. If you like I will lei you know. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFJIl Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when Oovemment expe<*t to (commence the 
workP 

Thi Hcn’Me Mr. W. D« R. PRENTICE: I am afraid that there are 
many more important schemes ]>ending. 


ttirigmUm at wHW l Hri at MMnapera MMrM bcanl raprcaantlng 
laaal baaiNi nf th# dMriat. 

nil.' Mr. a. MAITIt (a) WiU th. Hm’U. Miaiftw in cIiur. 
.i Ik. LmhU 8.tl43onnun«at D.puto«it U pkM.d In Sirik whillMt 
Mi,, fw^ tint tinn hu bwn no b]r».eiwtion np till now to iU 
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Qmmom* 


''( 96 ^ 

the vacancies caused by the resignattim of a laxge number of deotdl 
members of the local boards under the district board of Midna|K«n in 
June, 1930P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will riie Honlile 
Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for deferring the election 
so longF 

(c) Is it a fact that such local boards which have not yet been 
fully represented by the requisite number of the elected members, have 
sent in their representatives to the district board in place of the 
members who have already resigned their seats from the district 
board? 

(d) Is it a fact that the district board as at present constituted 
has passed a resolution at its meeting held on the 28th February last 
recommending the continuance in office of the present official chairman 
till the end of the life of the present hoard, in spite of the fact that 
the appointment of the official chairman was made only for one year 
in supersession of the elected chairman by notification No. 296-L.8.-G., 
dated the 18th June, 1930 P 

Tlis Hofi’Mc Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) Tes. 

(h) The state of the district was such at the time when the 
vacancies occurred that no bye-election was possible. Thereaftei 
under Government orders contained in letter Nos. 8801-8802 Jur., dated 
26th July, 1930 (a copy of which is appended), no bye-election could 
be held within two months before and after the final census enumera- 
tion, i.e.f the 26th February. 

(c) Yes. The work of the board had to go on and representatives 
of local boards were essential. The work of the board was at a stand- 
still and action had to be taken. 

(4) Tes. A unanimous resolution was passed at that meeting as 
follows: — 

**In view of ^e precarious financial condition of the board and fbe 
anomalous state in its administration and considering tb# valuable 
services rendered and sincere works done by the preeent chairman to 
square up the difficulties and improving the situation, it is resolved 
that the Government be requested to reappoint him for anofiber teim 

after the expOY of his presmit term.*^ 

/ 

Owing to illneil' the official chairman was not prssent at thltl meei- 
ing. Similar resdutions have been passed by the Ghatal and Oontai 
Ic^ml boards. 



QUESTIONS. 


m 

order referred to in the amwer to clause (b) of Harrei 
question No. 17$. 

No«. 8801<8802 Jur,, dated Calcutta, the 26th July, im 

Memo, by— R. Datta, Esq., Assistant Secretary to the Oovenimeiit of 
Ben^, Revenue Department (offg.). 

Copy of the following, together with an extract from paragraph 
10 of the report referred to, forwarded to the Local Self-Government 
Department of this Government for necessary action. 


No. 750 C., dated Calcutta, the 15th July, 1930. 

From — A. E. Porter, Esq., i.c.s., Superintendent of Census Opera** 
tions, Bengal, 

To — The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Depart- 
ment. 

I have the honour to invite a reference to the concluding portion 
of paragraph 10 at page 7 of the Administrative Volume (Part III) 
of Mr. Thompson's Report on the Census of Bengal, 1921, and to 
request that the Governor in Council be moved to arrange that elections 
to the I/egislative Council and local Imdies shall not be fixed to occur, 
unless, it is unavoidable, within a period of from two months to ten 
weeks before or after the 26th February, 1931. 


Extract from Census of India, 1921, Volume V, Bengal akd 
Sikkim, Part III, Administrative Volume. 


C — Selection and Appointment op Census Officers. 

10. The Charge Superintendent. — 

In this connection I would urge that as far as possible the dates for 
eleotiona to local Governing Bodies should be so anranged that they do 
not come near the time of the census. Coming after the elections to the 
Xiigtfdative Councils and nearer to the actual census day the elections to 
locttl bodtdi on this occasion interfered very much with census airange- 
mnts V vp much of the time of officciu irho were also doing 

Spnaus work. 
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QummmM. Mmmi 

Mr. SHANTI tHiKHAMAWAR RAY: WiU the Hott’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when it is proposed to bold a new election P 

TIm Hoii’blo Mr* BldOY PRASAD iINCH ROY: 1 beUeve at the 
end of this year. 

Babu SATISH OMANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: WiU the 

Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether the resolution was in orderP 

Tbt HeiPbte Mr. BldOY PRABAO S1IICH ROY: I beheve so. 


BengiMMi Loot! Board. 

*177. Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the liOcaJ Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a redistribution of seats in the election to the 
Bongaon local board has been made recently in the Sarsa and Mahes- 
pur thanas of the Bongaon subdiviMion? 

(6) Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that election to the said local 
board will take place in the first week of April nextP 

(c) Is the Hon^ble Minister awaie that if the redistribution is given 
effect to during the next election it will greatly inconvenienc5e the 
candidates and voters alike? 

(J) Are the Government considering the desirability of not giving 
effect to the redistribution of seats at least during the present election? 

The Hofl’bl# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) The redistri- 
bution of seats in the Sarsa and the Mahespur thanas of the Bongaon 
subdivision was made under the Divisional Commissioner's notihcatiott 
No. 14L. dated the 5th Januar>% 1931, a copy of which is 

apliended, on the basis of the figures shown in the annexed statement. 

(h) The election of members of the Bongaon local board will be held 
on 2nd. 7th and 8ih April, 1931, as shown below:— 

Bongaon police-station — 2nd April, 1931. 

Mahespur poHce-station — 8tb April, 1931. 

Sarsa pojioe-stati^ — 7th April, 1931. 

Oaighalfd p<dioe-station — 2nd April, 1931* 

<e) Kn week inoonwrience is appuAenW. 



QUESTIONS. 


!« 


p0py of the letter referred to in the answer to eUmse (a) of starred 
question No, 177, 


No. 14L, S.-G., dated the 6tli January, 1931. 

Notification bv — The Conunissioner of the Presidency Division. 

In modification of this office notification No. 50L. S.-G., dated the 
2nd December, 1921, so far as it relates to the distribution of seats of 
the Bonf^on local board to the several thauas in the Bongaon subdivi- 
sion in the district of .Tessore, it is hereby notified for general informa- 
tion that under rule 19 of the Election Rule.s made under section 138(a) 
of the Bengal Ix)cal Self-Government Act, the seats on the Bongaon 
local board of members from Mahespur and Sarsa thanas in the said 
subdivision are redistributed as follows: — 

Mahespur — 3. 

Sarsa — 2, 


Siafement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred 
question No, 277. 


Kama of tluna. 

Total population 
(male and female). 

Kumber votart. 

Area In 
aquare 
mttaa. 

Nurnbor of 
aeata allotted 
prtvloaatT. 

Httmbir of 
■aata after 

Hindofl. 

Muaal- 

romta. 

Of 1920. 

Of 

elaetlon. 

rodlatrlbii* 

Umi. 

Saru 

20.2SS 

42,9Z6 

4,761 

6,900 

129*88 


t 

MihMyw 

80,4St 

62,440 

f.97S 

9,SS6 

I9S‘68 


1 


3rd Muntifi Coyit at Tangalh 

M78. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN JCHAN EUtUFdls (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware— 

(t) that a pucca structure has recently been constructed for the 
accommodation of the 2nd Munsif's court and offices at 
Tangail in the Mymensingh district; 

(tt) that at present there are three permanent munsifs’ oourte at 
Tangail; 


46 









«2 QUESTIOKS. [80th Mabch, 

(tu) that the court and the attached office of the munsif^ 3rd Courts 

Tangtfil, are aituated in a thatched house ; 

(tv) that there have occurred several conflagrations in recent years 

in the town of Tangail, very close to the Civil Court 
compound ; 

(r) that the aforesaid thatched house of the court and office of the 
3rd Munsif, Tangail, stands in a most unsafe condition; and 

(vi) whether there is any proposal for the extension of the aforesaid 
building of the 2nd Munsif's court at Tangail with a view 
to accommodate the court and the office of the 3rd Munsif 
there P 

(b) If the answer to (a) (vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the approximate, if not precise, time when 
the said proposal is intended to be given effect toP 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount originally estimated to be spent for the building 
referred to in the above (a) (i) ; and 

(it) the amount actually spent up to date for the purpose P 

Th§ Hon’bl6 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) (i) to (vi) Yes. 

(6) The scheme will have to wait for some time along with other 
urgent projects of the department in view of the present financial 
situation. It is not likely to be undertaken in the near future. 

(c) (t) The sanctioned estimate amounted to Rs. 63,844 including a 
witness shed and fencing. 

(ft) Rs. 60,397. 


Cits Rmiuatioii in FaridiNir. 

^178. Mittlvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department awcue — 

(f) th^t cess revaluation proceedings are now going on in the 
district of Faridpur ; 

(ft) that the district is hard hit on account of the prevailiag eoanomic 
diitrees; 
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(mi) that the revaluation pixx^eedin^^t are entailing additional 
hardships on the inhabitants of the district; 

(ft») that the district board of Faridpnr has Wn highly affected 
financially amounting almost to a crisis on account of these 
revaluation proceedings; 

{v) that the said board has Wen compelled to suspend all origiiuil 
works including even those relating to its schemes of water- 
supply and medical relief ; and 

(vi) that the general public as well as the Faridpur District Board 
have petitioned the (lovernmeut for tl»e suspension of the 
proieedings till the return of better economic conditions? 

(fo) Are the Government considering the desirability of redressing 
the grievances of the suffering public in this respect? 


MEMBER m charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Bir Provash Chundar Mitter): (n) (i) Yes. 

{a) (u) to (/•/) and (h) The niemher is referred to the speech, dated 
the 17th March, 1931, of the llorride Member in charge of the Bevenue 
Department, on budget motions 4 and 5, a copy of which is laid on the 
Library table. 


Unstarrad Quastions 

(aiiswarf to which wart laid on the tabla). 

Moaquito nats to priaonors. 

112. Maul¥i ABDUL HAKIM: ia) Will the Huu'ble Member in 
diarge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the satyagrahi prisoners in division III 
in the Presidency Jail are kept locked up even in the day- 
time; 

whether there is any difference in the quality of rice that ia 
supplied to the tatyagrahi political prisoners and that to the 
ordinary criminal convicts in the said jail ; and 

(Iw) whether the mtyagrahi political prisoners in division III in 
the Presidency Jail are supplied with mosquito curtainsf 
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(b) It the iaswer to (a) (ut) it is tho Mgatiye, will ihe Hoa’Uo 
H ember be pleased to state whetber the Government are considering 
the desirability of supplying mosquito curtains to the tatyagrahi poli- 
tical prisoners in division III, specially in those places which are 
infested with mosquitoes? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (ilAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hofi’ble Sir Provaeh Chunder Mitter): (a) (i) There are no such 
prisoners in the jail. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 

(h) The meniber is referred to the answer given to the starred ques- 
tion No. 97 asked by Balm Satish Chandra Bay Chowdhury in the 
current session. 


Agrioiiltiiral loens to the cultivators of Noakhali. 

IISi Haji LAL MUHAMMED: («) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government have received any report from the District Magistrate of 
Noakhali recommending any grant for agricultural loans to the culti- 
vators of Noakhali for the year 1931? 

(h) If HO, have the Government' sanctioned any amount? 

(o) Ih it a fact that Rs. 2,500 was sanctioned last year and advanced 
to cultivators? If so, to whom? 

(d) Will the Government be pletu^^d to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(») names of j^ersons to whom loans have been advanced ; 

(ii) residence with designation, if any; and 

(ni) police-station? 

The Hcn'bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (b) and (c) 

In July. 1930, on the report of the Collector, the Commissioner recom- 
mended that Rs. 5,000 should be allotted to the Collector of Noakhali 
fw agricultural loans in 1930-31. The sum of Rs. 2,500 was allotted 
immediately. A further inquirj* was made from the Collector in 
January, 1931, asking him to report what further amount would be 
required in 1930-31, and he reported that he would require no further 
amount in 1930-81. No further report has been received asking for 
any allotment in 1931-32. 

(d) In March, 1931, he surrendered the Rs. 2,500 allotted, m it was 
not rsqnimd. 
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114. Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: («) WiH the Hon’Ue 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleaeed to state 
whether it is a fact that section 40 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, as it 
stood before the amendment of 1928, used to give some relief to tho 
tenanteP 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the cultivating tenants in 
occupation of the lands in the Sundarbans areas in the {)olice*station8 
Kaliganj, Shamnagar, Pratapiiagar, Dm^ope, Rampal, Batiaghata, 
Morelganj and Sarankhola, in the district of Khulna, have had to pay 
their rent in kind since the inception of their tenancies? 

(c) Is it not a fact that* the outtuni of crops in these areas has fallen 
within recent times to a considerable degree for various reasons, such as 
constant inundation, drought and inrush of saline water, etc. ? 

(d) Are the Government aware that the only crop grown in these 
areas is paddy? 

(e) Is it not a ftw't that the prices of piuldy have varie<l in recent 
times to a considerable degree? 

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the aifiimative, will the Hon’hle Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the same has caused great hardship to 
these tenants inasmuch as the rents are now realised at th€> present 
market prices of the paddy? 

(g) If the answer to (/*) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government proposes 
to take to remove the said hardship? 


Tht Hwinilt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes, it is 

believed that those occupancy raiyats who applied for and obtained 
commutation were benefited, but the number of applications was very 
limited. 

(b) There are many such cases. 

(c) No, except in some areas where there is no adequate provision 
againsi ingress of saline watei. 

(d) Yes, that is generally so. 

(e) In some years there has been a considerable rise or fall. 

(/) As the present price of paddy is low, it could cause no hardship 
to the tenants if rents are Wing realised at the present market price of 
the paddy. 

(p) Does not ariso. 
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E«rtfN|tNika thaakt. 

115. Mauivi HA88AN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing district by district — 

(i) how many shocks the different districts of Bengal received up to 
now in consequence of the recent earthquakes; 

(n) how much loss of property and person accrued in consequence 
thereof ; and 

(Hi) what are the causes of the shocks of these earthquakes? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (i) The number 

of earthquake shocks with origin within 500 miles recorded at Alipore 
from 3rd July, 1930, to 7th February, 1931, was 63. Besides these 20 
more shocks not recorded at Alipore were felt by observers at Gauhati, 
Berhampore or Dumka from 4th to 22nd July, 1930. 

(ii) Government have no information about any loss of life. The 
damage to public buildings in the Kajsl»ahi division is estimated at 
about lls. 42,f)48. 

(in) The member is referred to the lecture delivered by Dr. C. S. Fox, 
Superintendent, Geological Survey of India, whi(‘h appeared in the 
Suites rnnn of 24th August, 1930. 


Amount of transfer foot roalisod. 

118. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM S Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Dejiartment be pleased to state the total amount 
of na}(tr or salnrni (transfer fee) j>eid by the raiyats under the Bengal 
Tenancy (AlriePdment) Act of 1928, within the period of 12 months since 
the enforcement of the said Act in Bengal? 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The total 

amount of transfer fees realised from 1st April, 1929, to 31st March, 
1930, was Rs. 43,39,597. 

Mr. NARf NDRA KUMAR BA8U: AVill the Hoii*ble Member be 
plea.sed to state what proportion of this amount has been relegated to 
the landlords? ' 


TflO Hon’blo 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 want notice. 
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Extinetioii of ttio rhhiootm by poaohiiigi 

|17i Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in obargo 
of Ae Eevenue (Forests) Department aware that illicit poaching is so 
reducing the numbers of the interesting animal, the great Indian 
rhinoceros, that it may become extinct? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that extraordinary prices are paid 
for the horn of rhinoceros? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the price which has 
been received at auction for a horn of the rhinoceros? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
measures to prevent the extinction of the rhinoceros in Bengal? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE (FORESTS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir Abdeikerim Ghuznavi): (a) It has 

been reported that cases of illicit poaching have occurred lately and 
it is probable that if this continues the animal may become extinct in 
Bengal. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Rs. 1,113 in one instance and Rs. 1,954 in another at Rs. 900 and 
Rs. 1,080 per seer, respectively. 

(d) Yes. 


Gonoession rates eharged on oortain wards’ estates. 

IIS. Srijut TAd BAHADUR SINGH: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to slate — 

(t) whether concession rates for general supervision and for audit 
are charged with regard to Dacca Nawab, Punna Meah Trust 
and Bhawal Wards’ Estates; 

(it) whether such rates are charged from any other estates except 
those three; 

(tt») the total amount that is annually conceded on the head of — 

(a) general supervision; and 
. (b) audit 

in respect of each of those estates on account of concession rates? 
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Tfm NoftnMt FROVAiH OHUNDiil IIITTiRl (t) The angwer 

is in the negative with regard to the Dacca Nawab and Bhawal Wards* 
Estates; Pnnna Meah Trust being a small estate consisting of 
Government securities only no general rate is levied. 

(it) Does not arise. 

(Hi) No amount is conceded. 


•tatamafit of tha Hoii’bls Mombor In ohargo of tbs Politioal DofMitmont 
raganNng raiaasa of elwll disobadianoa priaonart. 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I have your 
permission, Sir, to give up»to*date figures about the release of civil 
disobedience prisoners? 

The number to be dealt with was 1,908; of these, 1,775 have been 
released up to 26th March, 1931, leaving 133. Since then 25 have been 
ordered to be released, leaving 108 to be dealt with. We have asked for 
further inquiries to be made in respect of 10 of these ; of the remaining 
98, 30 were concerned in two Mymensingh cases which are being 
considered by the District Magistrate and 39 in two cases from 
Midnapore, leaving a balance of 29 for the rest of Bengal. 


DEMANDS POR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head “34. — Agriculture^ was then 
resumed. 

Mr. W. ARMSTRONG I I find myself in a somewhat unique, if 
awkward, position in that I find myself out of tune with what has been 
expressed by previous speakers of this group. 

Mr. Ormond has stated that it is the opinion of this group that we 
should support certain cuts from the Agricultural grant. I am sorry 
to have to dissociate myself from any such action, for I have not been 
consulted in the matter and I know I am not the only one whose opinion 
has not been mvi ted. 

The explanation in my case might be that I am the baby of the House, 
bat as you know. Sir, “out of the mouths of babes and sucklings” wid 
I leave tbe rest of the quotation to the Council. 
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To iopport these ixioiioms for reduotioii would be to niy mind eutiwly 
wtimg aad not in accord with the spirit or the substance of the debate 
to which we have listened. 

It seems to me that we are giving praise on one hand and expression 
to that praise by votes of censure if these motions are passed. It is like 
thrashing a child for its good behaviour. If it is the intention of those, 
who propose and support these motions for reduction, to aim at the 
Finance Ministry while the bullet will strike the Agricultural Ministry, 
I am afraid that such is a brand of parliamentary calisthenics — the 
wisdom of which my immature brain cannot comprehend. 

If that be the purpose, I commend the course to the Army Council 
for the revision of its musketry regulations. 

We should avoid misunderstanding, blunders, bother, and doing one 
thing when we mean another. To caress with one hand and thrash with 
the other would be to me, to use a Shakespearian phrase, the ‘‘unkindest 
cut of all.” 

I notice that one of the motions demands that the department should 
control commodity prices. I am afraid we are asking the Agriculture 
Minister to study the stars and exercise any occult powers which he may 
possess. 

Then again we are told by Dr. Sen Gupta that what the Agricultural 
Ministry lacks is imagination. It is admitted that the Agricultural 
Department is starved and when I next meet a starved man I know how 
to address him. I shall say, my dear Sir, you do not require funds for 
food, nor a full course meal. What you require is a course of Coueism 
and imagination. One might imagine how that brand of philosophy 
would be greeted by the starving man. 

I agree with Mr, Ormond that the production of surplus turnips is of 
more importance to this province than the superfluous production of 
unemployed and briefless lawyers. But I fail to see the logic of a position 
which asks us to express our dissastisfaction at the inadequacy of tho 
grant to the Agricultural Department by moving what in effect can 
only be described as votes of censure on that department and reducing 
its already depleted funds. 

I would appeal to the movers of the motions that the correct, 
consistent and gracious course would be to withdraw these undeserved 
aittaeks. 

In doing so, Sir, I hope it will not be inferred that because I support 
the Ministry on this occasion that I am prepared to support ministries 
be they right or wrong. Those who know me best outside this Council 
will know that such would not be characteristic of my mentality or 
beharionr. When Government is right, I shall jujrtly give it my 
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BTipport; when Goyemment is wrong I shall leel comj^elled to exercise 
my laryngeal organs in the strongest protest that 1 am capable of 
uttering. 

But should either occasion arise, Sir, I hope to be as fortunate as I 
have been to-day in attracting your attention and receiving the 
uninterrupted, courteous hearing which this House has allowed me to 
enjoy to-day. 


The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIi Sir, the three 
motions which have been moved on the question of policy of the 
Agriculture Department are so worded as to criticise the working of 
the department and its output, and it is on these lines that the' 
members who moved these motions criticised the department, but in 
the course of the discussion, some of my friends have raised the 
question of inadequacy of provision under this head. 

Taking up the last point first. Sir, it has been said that in my 
anxiety to please the Hon’ble Finance Member, 1 readily agreed to a 
heavy surrender from the grant under ‘‘Agriculture.*^ But, Sir, the 
situation has been abnormal. On the one side, we have been passing 
through a world depression in trade which has coincided with a very 
large outturn in jute and rice crops, and on the other hand, 
Government had to face increased expenditure on account of the civil 
disobedience movement. Neither Government nor the Council have 
any Alauddin*s lamp with the help of which they can bring money 
from the air. Government had, therefore, no option left but to 
observe the strictest possible economy; and the budget not only of the 
Agriculture Department but also of all other departments were 
thoroughly examined with a view to effecting all possible reduction in 
expenditure. As a result of this examination, as much as nearly 
Bs. 41 lakhs was surrendered up to the end of December last from 
the budgets of all the departments, both Reserved and Transferred. 
Out of this Bs, 41 lakhs, a little over Bs. 17 lakhs was surrendered 
from the provisions for important nation-building departments in 
charge of Ministers. Thus the Ministers have by no means been 
unmindful of the interest of the departments in their charge as has 
sometimes been alleged. And it vrill be news to some of my friends 
in the Council to know that the surrender from the Agriculture 
Department was among the least, being only Rs. 1,50,000 as against 
Bs. 5,45,00Q from the provision under the head “Education — 
Transferred?* Rs. 5,72,000 from “Medical,** and Bs. 3,97,000 from 
“Public Health, while the only nation-building department which 
surrendered eren less than the Agriculture Department is the 
“Industries— Transferred,*’ where only Bs, 63,000 was retrenched. 
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Sir, Mr. ISTarendra Kumar Basu has said that not only is 
thi revised estimate for the current year lower as compared with the 
original estimate, but that the next year’s estimate is lower still. I 
am afraid, Sir, this is not correct. If the hon’ble member will only 
take the trouble to turn to page 7 of the Red Book, he will find that 
the provision for expenditure on “Agriculture” which is being 
proposed for the coming year is altogether Rs. 27,21,000 as against 
the revised estimate of Rs. 26,43,000 in the current year. 

It is true. Sir, that we could spend usefully more money on 
agriculture as a number of schemes has been held up owing to want 
of funds. No one regrets this more than T do. But, Sir, at the 
present moment, Government have not simply any more money to 
spend as even according to the budget drawn up, the closing balance 
at the end of the coming year will be reduced much below the margin 
of safety. The question of providing more funds was in fact examined 
at the last meeting of the Standing (^miiuitteo on Agriculture which 
consists among other members of the Legislative Gouncil my friend 
Mr. Travers, the leader of the European group in this House. As my 
friend Mr. Travers has told the House, a resolution was passed at that 
committee at his instance, that as .soon as the financial conditions 
allowed, an annual progressive increment of Rs. 2 lakhs for a period 
of five years should be added to the Agriculture Department budget. 
It would be added that it was recognised by all the memhers of the 
committee present that in the present financial stringency it was not 
possible to provide more funds. This disposes of the plea of my friend 
Mr. Ormond for more funds at once. I have not the least doubt, 
however, that the re<!ommendation of the Standing Committee will 
receive the most careful consideration of (iovernnient. In the 
meantime we have succeeded in obtaining the approval of the Imperial 
Research Council to certain schemes of agricultural improvement 
which would involve the grant by the Council to this province of 
Rs. 3,28,247. 

Turning now to the failure and shortcomings of the Agriculture 
Department as alleged in the course of the discussion, my friend Rai 
Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das referred to the failure of the Agriculture 
Department to conlrol plant disease. A few years ago, a most serious 
disease of the betel-vine was reported to the Department of Agriculture. 
The disease spread so rapidly as to threaten the entire trade in this 
commodity much to the detriment of the poor growers. Its 
investigation was immediately taken up. As a result, remedial 
measures have already been demonstrated on a wholesale scale, and 
Bamis themselves are now buying sprayers and generally applying 
departmental recommendations. This disease has now been brought 
under dfeetive control. In view of the value and importance of the 
betel-vine crop, it may be claimed without exaggeration that the 
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0 ucceMful invefttigation and prompt application of remedial meararee 
conBtitute a striking achievement in the history of plant pathology. 
The Vfra disease of deep-water paddy is another 'instance of the value 
of careful investigation and prompt application of the results the 
value of which the cultivator of deep-water paddy appreciates fully. 
The incidence of this disease has, as a result, markedly decreased in 
recent years. Such instances could be multiplied but sufficient has 
been said on this point. 

Then, Sir, my friends Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das and Kazi 
Emdadul Hoque have referred to the inadequate number of 
demonstrators. We recognise the necessity for employing more 
demonstrators to disseminate widely the results of research. 
Nevertheless the results of research have been introduced to ordinary 
cultivator’s practice on a wide scale which will bear comparison in 
this respect not only with other Indian provinces but with any other 
country in the w'orld. For instance, Mr. Lyster Dewny, Special 
Officer for fibres to the Federal Government of the United States of 
America, says that this department’s ^‘achievement in introducing 
the improved races of jute to the cultivators is splendid especially in 
comparison with our results in regard to improved variety of hemp.” 
As a result, the average return from jute to the cultivators of Bengal 
which was Rs. 15 crores per annum in the earlier years of this century 
rose to about Rs. 50 crores per annum in the last five years. It has, 
however, been said, Sir, that the introduction of the improved variety 
of jute has led to over-production and to the coiisequent slump in the 
jute market, and the Agriculture Department has been blamed by 
certain members including Maulvi Hassan Ali. This charge, 
however, practically tantamounts to the recognition of the fact that 
so far as the production of jute at least is concerned, the Agriculture 
Department has been highly successful. But, Sir, it is not so much 
the quantity of jute as has been produced as the absence of world 
demand for the stuff which is responsible for the present depression. 
In 1920, we had a very large crop, but prices were maintained as there 
was then the overseas demand. Besides jute, departmental 
achievements are at least equally important with paddy, sugar-cane, 
tobacco, etc. 

Then, Sir, the department has been blamed for not publishing 
forecasts of trade demand for jute. I submit, Sir, that no Government 
can commit itself to such a dangerous policy. Probability of trade 
demand is a matter of speculation, and it is hardly desirable that a 
Government should speculate regarding the probability of demand. I 
have fully ^^ealt with this point in another connection. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has said that the problem of 
agriculture in Bengal is not one of scientific research but is an 
•ccmomic problem. But, Sir, other persons who can speak with 
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ati^rity hold quite a different view. No leee an authority than the 
Rl^l Co^ission on Agriculture says “the basis of all agricultural 
progreee is experiment. However efficient the organisation which is 
built up for demonstration and propaganda ^ unless that organisation 
is based on the solid foundations provided by research, it is merely a 
house built on sand/’ The Bengal Agriculture Department is not in 
any way unique in its constitution. It d«>eR not differ in any essential 
from the Agriculture Departments in any other pit)viu(‘es in India or 
even of other parts of the world. And the department haa every 
reasbn to W proud of its achievements. To decry its work is to east 
a most undeserved slur on a body of European and Indian officials 
who have worked wholeheartedly ami have produced results of practical 
value which have been applied on a wide scale to the lasting benefit 
of the province. 

The following motion of Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das was 
then put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Ha. 11,05,000 under the head ‘d4A.— 
A.griculture‘ be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy and administration of the 
department).” 

The following motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and 
lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 24,82,000 under the head ‘84. — 

Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (failure to tackle agricultui*al 
problems, e.g.^ teaching in scientific agriculture and controlling of 
commodity prices).” 

The following motion of Kazi Emdadul Hoque was then pul and 
lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 24,82,000 under the head ‘84.— 

Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 (policy pursued by Government).” 

3-30 p.m. 

Mailivi NUR RAHMAM KHAN EUtUFdl: I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 11,05,000 under the head “34A. — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the havoc caused by water- 
hyacinth and the necessity of taking active steps for its- suppression). 

Mr. President, Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion is 
quite obvious. I want to impress upon the Government the urgent 
need of taking immediate active measure for the destruction of the 
water-hyacinth pest, which has lieen a menace to the agriculturiste in 
rural Beilgal for several years past. Sir, what a terrible amount of 
mischief and damage is caused every year by these obnoxious water- 
cuts cannot be properly described here. Those of my hon’ble friends 
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who have either personal experience of mnfasaal life or know or keep 
informations about mufassal areas will, 1 may safely say, bear out 
what I say. Sir, as the time is passing on, these plants are growing 
in volume and the consequent apprehension of our poor agriculturists 
and those who depend upon the agricultural produce of their own 
khas lands for subsistence in life is also getting more and more acute. 

Sir, in the dry season when there is no flood and the water level 
goes down these plants remain, somewhat, in a moribund condition. 
Most of these plants that get accumulated in the fields, of course, 
die out when the lands get dry and are put under cultivation. At 
the time of cultivation, too, a good deal of difficulty has to be undergone 
by the tillers and cultivators of the soil. The task of clearing the 
dry or semi-dry plants requires an additional amount of labour and 
industry on the parts of our peasants. The dry plants are burnt 
down anil are sometimes used for manuring purposes after burning. 
But the little benefit that is thus derived is nothing in comparison 
with the loss suffered. 

Sir, early in the rainy season, with the beginning of the freshet 
and the abundance of rain, new life is, as it were, inducted into these 
water-pests. And being thus invigorated these plants at once grow 
abnormally in volume and with the new rain or flood-waters they are 
found cheerfully floating or sailing, so to say, wdth the wind, in 
almost all the rivers, channels and water-courses in the mufassal. In 
the rainy season w^hen the fields get over-flooded, these water-hyacinth 
plants easily get access to the fields and carry on their frightful 
depredations by destroying, almost wholesale, the <*rop8 of the poor 
cultivators. Attempts are of course made by the villagers to protect 
or save the crops; but almost everywhere these attempts prove to be 
of. no avail. I personally knovr of many cases in which, in spite of 
all possible care and caution taken by the cultivators to protect their 
crops, that w’ere offering a most hopeful prospect for the time being, 
crops were afterwanls damaged by these ravaging plants. 

Sir, tke boat traffic also receives a great set-brnk on account of the 
existence of the water-hyacinth plants in the water-courses and water- 
passages. In the rainy .season, when almost all parts of Eastern 
Bengal go under water, boats are the only means of communication 
in the villages. But sometimes the water-passages are found so 
blocked up by the existence of water-pests, that boat journey cannot 
conveniently be performed. Miles and miles together are often found 
so choked up with these plants that communication has had to he 
stopped in consequence. 

Sir, I haW related to the House some of the many mischiefs that 
this watmr-pest is doing. And to tell the truth, this wat^-h3racmik^ 
problem has been really one of the most serious prohlems in whldk 
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mlltfd Bengal finds itself involved, at tlie present moment. SiTi tb our 
litter misfortune and disappointment the Government is not paying 
any very serious attention to this ijuestion. Beyond holding certain 
ooalerences to solve this naughty problem, the Government is not 
known to have done anything tangible and practical in this direction. 
Some of my hon^ble friends of this House are reiterating year after 
year the urgency of taking active measures in this respect by the 
Government. But unfortunately, the Government is not coming 
forward with a bold front. To my mind, no haphazard way of doing 
things will do. The Government should come up with definite active 
measures, and, if necessary, witli enactment to combat tlie situation. 
I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture to rise equal to the occasion and do something at least 
for the suffering millions of rural Bengal. 

With these few words I commend this motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Thd Hon'bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Sir, in reply to 
a question on the subject of Rai Sabib Aksboy Kumar Sen on 16th 
March, 1931, I placed before the Council a statement giving 
information as to the steps taken for eradicating the ivater-hyacinth 
pest. The question has also been discuH8e<l in the present session in 
connection with the demand of the Irrigation Department. The 
problem of combating the water-hyacinth menace has been engaging the 
attention of the Government for a long time 

[Here the time-limit under the head *'34. — Agriculture’* having been 
reached the Hon’ble Minister resumed his seat.] 

The motion of Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Kusufji was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 24,82,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “34. — Agriculture” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “31. — Agriculture” were not 
called ow’ing to the expiry of the time-limit : — 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Rs. 11,05,000 
under the head *34A. — Agriculture’ lie reduced by Rs. 100 (work of the 
officers in connection with the destruction of the water-hyacinth pest).” 

IOmmi BMlill Mailivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Bs. 11,05,000 under the head *34A. — Agriculture^ be reduced by Bs. 10 
(to call attention to the fact that up-till now nothing has been done to 
deetroy the peel known as uhra),** 
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Kiiaii iillii*ir MMlvi AZilUL HAQUis ''Tliat ilia dmumi a! 
Bi* 11,05,000 under the head '34A. — Agriculture' be reduced by Be. 10 
(to diecuM jute forecast and jute policy)." 

MMilvi MUHAMMAD HOMAINl "That the demand of Bs. 11,05,000 
under the head ‘34A. — Agriculture' be reduced by Re. 1 (inability to 
ileal with the question of jute production)." 

Babu KtfETTER MOHAN RAY: "That the demand of 
Bs. 11,05,000 under the head %34A. — Agriculture' be reduced by Re. 1 
(to raise a discussion alK)ut appointment of a board for the improvement 
and development of jute industry and trade and for dissemination of 
necessary information amongst the cultivators)." 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: "That the demand of 
Rs. 11,06,000 under the head S34A. — Agriculture' be reduced by Re. 1 
(policy in relation to the Department of Agriculture, in particular with 
reference to the publication of erroneous jute forecasts and jute policy 
generally)." 

Muuivi ABDUL KARIM: "That the demand of Rs. 11,05,000 under 
the head ‘34A. — Agriculture (Transferred)' be reduced by Re. 1 
(incorrect statistics regarding jute published by the Agricultural 
Department as jute forecast)." 

Khin Bahaihir Nawab MU8HARRUP H08AIN: "That the demand 
of Rs. 11,06,000 under the head *34A. — Agriculture’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (erroneous jute figures published as jute forecast)." 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: "That the demand of Rs. 11,05,000 under 
the head ‘34A. — Agriculture' be reduced by Re. 1 (negligence of the 
superintending staff in the propaganda work necessary for explaining 
the forecast of jute crops and other necessary information to the 
. cultivatOT»)»" 

Mr. BAR AT KUMAR ROY: "That the demand of Rs. 11,05,000 
under the head '34.— Agriculture' be reduced by Rs. 10 (to draw 
attention to the recommendation of the Royal Commission on Agriculture 
in India, 1928, of the necessity for making researches on animal 
nutrition)." 

Maliara^ WAGAOI8H NATH RAY, af DbiaJiNir: "That the 
.demand of Rs. ily05,000 under the head '34 A. — ^Agriculture’ be reduced ' 
by Rs. 10 (necessity of opening a centre for training peo)^le in 
.oo-operatiTe agriculture)/’ 
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pr, SARAT KUMAR ROY: ‘‘Tliat tii« demand of Be. 11,05,000 
ittlAir the head ‘a4A.— Agriculture^ be reduced by Be. 10 (to draw 
attention to the recommendation of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture in India, 1928, of the necessity of investigating the 
possibilities of a development of the fish industry in Bengal, as an 
article of diet).” 

Klilii Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: "That the demand of 
Rs. 11,05,000 under the head %34 A. —Agriculture* be reduced by Re, 1 
(desirability of agricultural banks in every subdivision).” 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 
Its. 11,05,000 under the head *34A. — Agriculture* be reduced by Re. I 
(increase in the price of seeds and distribution of seeds).** 

Maitivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH* "That the demand of Rs. 1,20,000 
under the head ‘34B.— Veterinary charges— Grant to C.S.P.C.A.* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the management of the 
Provident Fund of the Society).’* 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: "That the demand of Rs. 1,20,000 
under the head ‘34B. — Veterinary charges — Grant to C.S.P.C.A.* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that proper facilities are 
not given to the Muhammadan employees to say their daily compulsory 
prayers),** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 5,30,000 under the head *»14B. — \eteiiiiaiy Ciuiiges he letiuced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the inadequacy of the measures adopted 
for combating cattle diseases and preventing the inhuman practices 
called phuka in milch animals).*’ 

Rai Bahailur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: "That the demand of 
Rs. 5,80,000 under the head *34B. — Agriculture — Veterinary charges* 
be reduced by Rs. 10 (affairs of the Veterinary School at Belgachia).” 

Mr. BAR AT KUMAR ROY: "That the demand of Rs. 5,30,000 
under the head *34B. — Veterinary Charges* be reduced by Rs. 10 (to 
draw attention to the recommendation of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture in India, 1928, for the provision of adequate veterinary 
aid in Bengal).” 

Mr. lARAT KUMAR ROY: 'That the demand of Re. 5,30,000 
under the head '34B. — Veterinary Chargee' be reduced by Be. 10 (to 
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imw attention U> afe4 for Ftytng mme alilatitiaii, ia tiia sffiabits 
itudias of the Seagal Veterinary College, to the breeding and rearing 
of the horned cattle, in addition to their treatment in diseaeee, and to 
the need for adding a section on breeding, rearing and diseases of 
poultry to the syllabus of studies of the abovementioned college)/’ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: ^ 'Thai the demand of 
Jls. 5,30,000 under the head '34B. — Veterinary charges' be reduced by 
Jle. 1 (to draw attention to the failure to invent medicines for cattle 
diseases)/’ 

K«zi IMQAOUI^ HBQUKt *That the demand of Rs. 4,02,000 under 
the head *34C. — Co-operative Credit — Pay of Establishment — ^Inspectors 
and Auditors* be reduced by Jfe. 1 (insufficient Inspectors and 
Auditors)/* 

Kiui EMOAQfJ^ HOQUS* ^^That tbe demand of Us. 13,580 under 
the liead ‘34C. — Co-operative Credit — Grants to Co-operative Societies^ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (rate of interest and repayment of the loans)/* 

hfaulvi SYEP JALAf-MPPIN HASHEMY: 'That the demand of 
Rs. 8,23,000 under the bead ‘34C. — Co-operative Credit* be reduced by 
Bs. 100 (inadequacy of provisions).** 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: "That the demand of 

Rs. 8,23,000 under the head '34C. — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (Jute Societies).** 

MfUivi HI^SpAN "That the demand of Rs. 8,23,000 under 

the head '34C.— Co-operative Credit* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raiso 
a discussion on Co-operative Credit Movement).’* 

MM,tU|p>IA PfP RAI MAHAMIs "That the demand of 

Bs. 8,2C0W Updcr the head *34C. — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by 
Bs. 100 (failure of the department in the speedy despatch of 
business with s{>ecial reference to the unusual delay in dealing with 
some cases referred to the Registrar by tbe Bansabati Co-operative 
Bank Limited at Bansberia and also to draw attention to the vagaries- 
of the department in the matter of appointments)/’ 

MahiiaJn MCAOISH MATH RAY| of Dimijpiiri "That the 
demand of Bs. 8,23,000 under the head '340. — Co-operative Credit’ 
ha reduced by B%' 10 (failure to devekn ^e aon^'OMdit fid# ooveiod hF 
% Sf^tifs Apt of 101?)r 
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iil^ tk^ liead ‘34P.— Cooperative Credit' be reduced by fte. 1 
<fo^perf|tive credit policy of Oovermnent)," 

M lldiMiur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: ‘That the demand o! 

8>?3,000 under the head ‘34C.— Cooperative Credit’ be re4uced 
fey 5«* 1 (policy and the method of working of the Coop«rati?e 
Department)." 

Khm Sahlli Mauivi HVQ: ‘That the demand of 

Us. 8,23,000 under the head ‘34C. — Cooperative Credit’ be reduced by 
lie. 1 (failure of the department to attend to the demand of the people 
to supply adequate funds and want of representation of areas)." 

SaMb MaiiWf Ui^lUL HUQ: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,23, (K)0 under the head ^340. — Coof>erBtive Credit’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (failure of the department to impro\e the economic condition in 
the rural areas and failure to save rural people from the oppression by 
mahajans),** 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,23,000 under the head ‘*14C. — Co-oj»erative Credit’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to press for the appointment of Moslems according to population 
basis)." 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,23,000 under the head ’34C. — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to discuss the problem of agricultural credit, and review the 
working of the co-operative movement).’’ 

JMr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,23,000 under the head ‘34C. — Co-operative Credit* be reduced by 
Re. 1 (immediate necessity of appointing more candidates from the 
backward classes for coroperative works in the rural areas).’’ 

Ma^vi AppUL H4MID SHAH: "That the demand of Rs. 8,23,000 
under the heai ^84C.-~tto-operative Credit’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(general policy of the co-operative societies)." 

Ma^vi ABDUL HAKIM: "That the demand of Bs. 8,23,000 under 
the bted *340. — Agriculture — Co-operative Credit' be reduced by 
Re. 1 (improvement of co-operative societies)," 

IMvi ABUL KAMif : "That the demand of Be. 24,82,000 undpr 
the liei^ *34.— Agridutture’ be reduced by Be. lOO (segleci of 
agiiealtiiie in Hie pnsriinoa)/^ 
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JACAOI8H NATH RAY, of BkmWniun *^That Ae domand 
of Ei. 24,82,000 under tbe head ‘34.--Agriculture’ be reduced by 
Es. 100 (not taking serious steps to organise the agriculture of the 
province on co-operative lines)/' 

KIWfl Sahib Mauivi SAZLUL HUQ: ''That the demand of 
Es. 24,82,000 under the head '34. — Agriculture' be reduced by Ee. 1 
(to draw aitentiou to the provision for pay of officers and inadequate 
provision for real work — supply of manures, seeds, demonstration work 
— ^want of district officers and demonstrators)." 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 24,82,000 under the head '34. — Agriculture* be reduced by Ee. 1 
(question of starting an Agricultural Institution at Rajshahi as a part 
of the Rajshahi College with the endowment of late Kumar Basanta 
Kumar Roy of Dighapatia)." 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 
Rs. 24,82,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture’ he reduced by Re. 1 
(paucity of Muhammadan officers in the department)." 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand of 
Es. 24,82,000 under the head '34. — Agriculture' be reduced by Re. 1 
(to express disapproval of the system under which the sum realised by 
duty on jute is utilised by the Calcutta Improvement Trust)." 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: "That the demand of 
Es. 24,82,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the tobacco porr/)." 


35.-— Imluvtrias. 

tYia Han’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Oovernor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 11,92,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
"35.— Industries. " 

The estimates provide charges for Electrical Adviser and the 
Oinohona Plantations which are reserved subjects. In the Industries 
Department proper (transferred) a provision of Rs. 8,25,000 has been 
made. 

As the I House is aware, the province has been passing through a 
period of great, financial stringency. Expenditure to the extent of 
Be. 68,000 had in consequence to be curtailed during the current year 
while for the next year provision has been made for the bare miniinum 



DEMANDS FOE OEANTS. 


7a 


1 #] 

to carry on the normal activities of the department. In 
edition, a small provision has been made for the purchase of 
theodolites for the Bengpal Survey School in order to facilitate training* 
in that subject. 

The activities of the department are under existing circumstances 
mainly directed towards the development of cottage and small 
industries, and it will be seen from the successive annual reports of the 
department that it has been doing all that it has been possible to do in 
these directions. It is now admitted that the tanning industry in the 
province has made striking progress in the course of the last few years, 
and there are reasons to believe that the institute has not had an 
inconsiderable share in achieving this result. Classes are now attached 
to the institute for imparting instructions in boot and shoe making for 
which no facilities were available hitherto. The scheme has l)e6n 
sanctioned for a period of three years as an experimental measure, and 
if the experiment proves a success, there is every possibility of the 
classes being continued on a permanent basis. It is gratifying to 
note that the department has provided facilities for the training of 
young men in the manufacture of bar and moulded soap on cottage 
industries lines. It is interesting to find that most of the young men 
trained have either established soap factories of their own or are 
associated with the industry in some shape or other. Further, the 
department was able to pro^ude for the training of two apprentices at 
the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, Ltd., in the 
distillation of coal-tar and the manufacture of antiseptic dressings. 

Out of the total grant of Rs. 8,25,0t)0, as much as Rs. 5,00,000 is 
devoted to the cause of industrial education. The progress of technical 
education in all its branches during the year under review has been 
marked. 

With these words, Sir, I commend the motion to the acceptance of 
fhe House. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. N. CUHAs 'That the demand of Rs. 1,47,000 under the 
head ‘35 A. — Industries (Transferred) — Direction* be reduced by 
Es. 100 (about the work done in the Department of Industries).*’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAf MAHAtAIS 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 89,000 under the head “36A. — Industries (Transferred)—* 
Industrial Development” be reduced by Bs. 101 (to raise a discussion 
cm the necessity of the development of cottage industries on co-operative 
basis and to urge on the Government of Bengal to have its storea 
imrehased through the Department of Industries with a view to 
enoourage the growth of Indian industries). 



DmAtm fm mim. 


m 


[SOra 


Mr. President, SiV, indiisbi^ aire kn feet®k iti 

tile indnstrial lifk of ikdia. Skill and e^ci^cy atill inftite ii keank 
oi the old industrial arts. Somk indnetries thon^ cdnducted on sSkafl 
scale in accordance with old methods, still continue and exMlbit 
remarkable vitality. It is a matter for congratulation that they 
tenaciously hold the ground in ihe face of modern machineries and 
mass production. 


In Chapter XVII of the Industrial ComniisBion’s Repdrt, I ted 
that the Commission was Strongly ilhpressed with the urgent necessity 
of taking active steps for improving the position of the cottage 
industries by providing suitable training for artisans, by affording 
financial help and by arranging for the marketing of their prodticts. 
The success of the Japanese industries is due to the attention paid not 
only to the education and technical training of cottage trorkers but 
to the organisation of the sale of their ptodncts throughout the world. 
The Commission granted Government and merchants in India to foUoar 
these methods so as to place the indigenous cottage industries on a more 
satisfactory footing. The preservation of the ancient handicrafts is a 
matter of urgent importance not only in the interests of those trho 
depend on them for their livelihood but also for the sake of ancient 
Oiilture, indigenous aHs and the social and economic Welfare of the 
pebple. It should never be left to the tender mercies of the forces of 
foreign competition and modern industrialism. 

Sir, the Indian poverty problem is to be envisaged as a question of 
unemployment on a vast scale. It is npt so much the resultant of 
iniquities in the distribution of wealth as to the want of creative 
occupations. Sir, the problem of unemployment of our young hopefuls 
is becoming more and more acute. The education so long imparted 
in the universities has helped to make the Bengalees a nation of 
clerks. Had the Government opened industrial colleges and gave 
up-to-date scientific industrial training to our young men, the cmtlodk 
of iha oountiy would have been quite diffei^ent. The European 
mercantile community who have monopolised the trade and industries 
of Bengal, have not cared to afford facilities to oqr young men to 
become industrial experts but only engaged them as clerks to run 0ieir 
offices. In other civilised countries of the woild, the S^tate has taketi 
the lead in the development of huge productive industrial concerns ted 
have organised all sorts of combines and trusts and cartels and other 
ei|f«sdsation^ for marketing their industrial products not only within 
their own teiyitory but also in foreign lands while here our Govemment 
rests content simply with an idea of developiiig some of the nniiU 
industries and ^ iwviving some of the decadent village industries of 
Bengal. 

, Sir, the llepartment of Industiies emst for the development of the 
industries of Bengal. But the amount idlotted to it is rlfiteloiily IdW. 
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Uii laaior poriiim of it is absorbed in the mainianaitoe <rf k 
t^[3i-«alart6d staff of officers— directors, inspectors, technical etfMttts, 
^^sts, engineers, superintendents, etc. And what do they do? 
It 18 all shrouded in m 3 r 8 tery— at least they have not been able to make 
their presence felt to the public at large. They move and have their 
being within the narrow groove where their activities are confined. I 
have carefully gone through their reports. They have been admirably 
written, but, I am sorry, I failed to draw therefrom any hope for the 
future. 


3-45 p.m. 

Sir, I think the social and ethnic conditions in this country favour 
co-operation and the growth of industrial life through its influence. 
My idea is to seek to develop industries and to create industrial habits 
in my countrymen through the agency of the co-operative movement. 
It ie needless to add that co-operation is being fully utilised in 
progtesaive countries of the west as a mighty agent for the development 
of large trade concerns. Moreover, it is a matter of common experience 
that a movement for the establishment of an industrial co-operative 
iociety cannot so readily appeal to, or get such a prompt response from, 
people in general as does the proposal for founding a co-operative credit 
society for granting loans of money. I, therc^fore, suggest the idea of 
an industrial co-operative institution to be run as an integral part of 
every co-operative credit society in exishmce in the (H>uniry. It shall 
be compxilsory for each member of the latter to be a meml>er of the 
former. But we shall not be so exacting as to demand that every 
member of the new industrial organisation must weave and spin or 
devote himself to some industrial pursuit for a certain period of the day 
as a matter of routine duty. He may not have the time or the inclination 
to do so. But we shall not allow any one to make this an excuse for not 
being a member of the industrial society, or keep himself aloof from 
the industrial movement. We must have his moral support and 
poeuniary help. He must show his sympathy with the cause by buyif4ir 
goods produced by the labour of his fellow members. 

Our credit society should be the ehiel insimment in building up the 
proposed indbistrial institution which, as 1 have alriMuly said, will be 
part imd former. From all its members, the eo-operative 

eociety should realise as their subscription to the industrial braaoh« a 
sum of, say, four annas, or so per head every year — ^an amount too paltry 
to be grudged. The total money collected on this score plus any 
oontribution received, by way of help, from the eo-operative credit 
eociety; out of i^B annual profits, if of course its funds permit, should 
^be ^nt wisely fo as to revive and eUcourage dying indusiriei and village 
laanidfiKHiiirei^ lo foster industrial habits and instinct among the 
iMiitbeie k and among bacltdrard elaases and fimd 
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in particular and moreover to help all people in their indoetrial activitiea 
as best as possible. Practical experts may be appointed to train, where 
necessary, the families of the 'members in home industries and useful 
handicrafts. These trainers may be deputed for allotted period in a 
year to different areas. Once some members are trained in various 
industries, other members, living close by, may learn different arts 
and crafts according to their tastes from those already trained, and thus 
the services of the teacher expert may be spared and lent to comparatively 
backward areas for longer periods. Moreover, for the fulfilment of its 
mission, the proposed industrial department of the co-operative society 
* will keep a good stock of tools, machinery and raw materials for supply 
to its constituents at a nominal profit. It will seek to be in touch 
with the market through experts and will either buy up all the articles 
manufactured by its members or undertake the responsibility of selling 
them wherever necessary. The department will also grant loans of 
tools, raw materials and other articles on a hire-purchase system; and 
these loans may be made repayable by means of manufactured articles 
equivalent in price to the value of raw materials or things supplied to 
individuals concerned. Loans of money granted by the co-operative 
credit society may be likewise made repayable by means of manufactured 
goods through the intervention of the industrial department by * ‘book- 
transfer” process. 

Apart from the town or village industrial societies, there may be a 
district head office to serve as the connecting link between the urban 
and rural branches within its jurisdiction, and above all of them, there 
may be one central industrial organisation in Calcutta or there may 
be oven two, one in Calcutta and the other at Dacca. The articles 
manufactured in each unit may be locally disposed of or may even be 
distributed among the members on the interchange basis. The surplus 
stores loft after local consumption may be sent up to the district office, 
where they may have a wider market among non-members or may be 
utilised to meet the shortage of supply in the different sub-branches 
within district. The residue of stores from the different district 
offices may collected in th^ central office in Calcutta, where the 
goods may have a still wider market among non-members and may also 
be utilised for inter-district distribution according to demand. 

Such is my scheme for the industrial co-operative society in broad 
outlines. I may be wrong here and there in details and the scheme 
may have defects. Still all these may be set right, and the general 
frame-work improved upon if the fundamental plan is accepted. 

One feels ItJonfident that if the project just outlined regarding the 
industrial co-oper^ive society to be run as part and parcel of the co- 
operative credit society is carried to fruition, it will have far-reaching 
effects. To begin with, there will be an addition of a highly beneficiid 
aide-line to the usual routine of work of our co-operative credit aodetlea 
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will heighten the latter’s usefulness, and moreoyer By improying 
th {0 financial position of indiyidual members will improye the position 
of Ae oo-operative societies themselyes, in many of which we are told 
the list of defaulters is running to a staggering length. The scheme, 
if given effect to, will spread smile and sunshine in many a dark and 
melancholy home. It will provide employment for the unemployed, 
bring relief to the middle->class hhadralok families by affording them 
industrial facilities and enabling them to supplement their limited 
income by means of industrial pursuits resorted to during leisure hours, 
and last though not the least, it will go a long way towards ameliorating 
the condition of the peasantrj^ and the poor working classes. “While 
agriculture is the main industry of the country, that alone cannot keep 
the cultivators occupied throughout the year” observed the Agricultural 
Commission which recommended that “some occupation should be 
found for their spare time.” Again, in their resolution on the 
Administration Report of the Department of Industries for 1929-30, the 
Government of Bengal observed: “Another way of assisting the 
village artisans is to extricate them from debt—the last but not the 
least form of assistance that can be rendered to the development of 
cottage industries is to create a market for them.” I think my scheme 
just outlined will cover the whole ground and meet all these desiderata. 
It will be an effective means of fighting the moloch of acute economic 
distress that proudly stalks over the land, victimising millions of 
struggling souls, marring their joys and sucking their life-blood. Yet, 
all the same, the scheme is simple and easy of operation, involving as 
little expenditure as possible either on the part of Government or of 
the people. 

In conclusion, I should like to point out that it is the duty of a 
civilised Government to help the indigenous industries in every possible 
way and the Department of Industries will do some real work to the 
country if the Government purchase their stores through them. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: There are two other motions which, I think, may 
be discussed along with this, namely, motions Nos. 748 and 752. They 
deal with the same subject. 

The following motions were then called but not moved:— 

Mtilivi EYED dALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: “That the demand of 
Bs. 11,92,000 under the head ‘35 — Industries’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(inadequacy of grants and particularly for not encouraging home 
industry, particularly khaddar).^* 


Khan iihih Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Be. 11,92,000 under the head ‘35. — ^Industries’ be reduced by Be. 1 
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<to ahow tliftt Botkiiig kaa jet been done for ei^iMmskKti dt bcmie 
indnatnea and that thia top-heavy department utterly faOed to render 
any help to a|n>'icultural Bengali for ita uplift).'' 

Dr« NAitCtll tfflAlltillA Mil by Ft As 1 wish to draw the 

attention of the Son’hle htiniater not to any idealistic scheme nor to 
itn> very imaginative programmes in connection with the development 
of cottage industriea of Bengal — do not want to talk over his head 
in any manner whatsoever — would like to draw attention to the 
opothions poaaibilities of the cottage industries of Bengal was 
illustrated during the Great War. Well, during the Great Warwhen 
our supplies of nuUierous commodities from outside were considerably 
ourtailed, the Gotemment found it to their interest to develop the local 
industries. For the purposes of war alone the Government wanted 
many things which had not been produced in this country in adequate 
•quantities. An intensive investigation was started with a view to 
An ding out how much could be produced by cottage industries. For 
^stuhce, 1 Was asked — I was at that time connected with the Borne 
Industries Association at Dacca — to find out means for producing an 
impossible quantity of cloth to be woven by the weavers of the Dacca 
district. Well, that impossible quantity was not produced, but the 
•dUotmous quantity which was produced was found very much in excess 
of what is ordinarily produced the^^. t was asked to find out whether 
all the buttons wanted by the soldiers could not be produced in Dacca 
and it was surprising how the Dacca button manufacturers supplied 
the Munitions Department with an enormous quantity of buttons — some 
of them were excellent buttons — and a new uidustry was developed and 
•developed to a high state of prosperity. Well, Sir, I have no doubt 
that the people in other parts of the province would be able to bring 
forward instances of similar development. There was a lot of develop- 
ment in the weaving industry in the district of Bankura, for instance. 
During that time efforts were also made to find out how far the hand- 
loom industry of Bengal could supply the needs of the people in a 
much greater measure than what they do now. Government appointed 
m iBiall ocmimittee to investigate the matter as to how the hand-loom 
aadiltry could be helped. The small committee consisted of 
Mr. Hoogewerf, Mr. Everett, then SuperintendeAt of I'echiiieal 
Education, and myself. We went into great details very thoroughly 
smd we made a report which was placed in the hands of the Government 
•0f the province. It made very effective proposals for putting the 
Vi^eaving hadeptries on a satisfactory footing and the report was nothing 
like imaginlKtive, but very practical. Unfortunately for the weavers 
•of Bengal, however, the War stopped just then and the Gbvernment 
went to sleep over it, I shall be surprised if the Hon'ble Mr. Faroqui 
Itas ever heaid of that report. It is perhaps rotting in the u|>per shlSvep 
of the Secretariat and has happened to most of the iiTojects wUdli 
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'dMB foiirard i&t the deTeloptaeiit of many of tlio oottag<^ 

iltitmiirios in Bengal. Thw g^ives a complete illiiatratioB of what ooold 
bh done by Government efforts and Government organisation. Well, 
ciitilot the Government do now half of what they did at that time? 
Oeilnot they devise any measure for developing the cottage industries, 
othhr than the fanciful schemes which have been formulated in the 
Stalo Aid to Industries Bill? All that is wanted is that Government 
ehotdd provide marketing facilities for these industries. If the Hon’ble 
Jffr. l^aroqui ever com^ across the report to which I have referred, he 
’^illfijld that if the handloom weavers were furnished with marketing 
facmms for all their produce, they would thrive for they work for, 
abotit half the year and have to wait to sell their goods during the rest 
of the year. iTou might give further assistance to the handloom weavers 
by providing for labours ving appliances. It is easy to provide such 
centres for work which would help them greatly. Where there are 5W 
or 1,000 weavers Government should establish a centre in which the 
preliminary work before weaving could be done and ready-made beams 
attpplied to the men, so that the work of the weavers could be reduced 
considerably. The number of days spent in weaving a iari and dkoH 
win be considerably reduced and that will enable the weaver to sell 
Bis ^Oods in the open market as cheap as possible. There are nxnnerous 
Wairs in which these industries could be helped, not necessarily by 
Government giving assistance but by Government taking initiative 
and in organising industries and providing marketing facilities. t 
know tjiat the Registrar of Co-operative Societies who is here will point 
out that the depot started by the co-operative soc ieties at Harrison 
^ad is there. I know the history of this depdt, and 1 know how a 
depot was first started by the Home Industries Association, and how it 
was found to ^ inadequate and co-operative workers pressed for a 
scentral dep6t. It is doing good work, but I ask — is it pretended that 
this is enough to provide for the needs of the whole of Bengal? I do 
not think that the Hon’ble Minister will have the courage to say anything 
of the kind. 


1 do not suppose that even the Hon*ble Minister will have the 
ebusage to say that he considers it anything like adequate. If proper 
facilities are provided to the weavers for marketing they can clothe 
the whole of Bengal without the assistance of a single weaving mill. 
If only facilities are given in the way of labour-saving appliances and 
in the way ol marketing facilities then these weavers would have a 
prosperdus existence. This may also be said for the numerous other 
industries, t have had the honour of investigating a number of small 
tedditries in thcc$k and found that all of them had possibaities of 
development and some of them had developed tremendously during the 
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War. When Govermoent sets itseU to orgaaise an indoBtiy it does not 
mean that they should give it financial assistance ; they can help it by 
sixnply taking a hand in its organisation. My point is this, and as an 
illustration of what Government interest might have done to develop 
the home industries, to show how the moment they take a hand in the 
development of industries the workers have recovered from the 
precarious condition in which they were. I would like to know from 
the Hon’ble Minister if he has anything like a programme with regard 
to the development of cottage industries. At any rate we do not see 
anything of it in the publications of the Government. The little that 
has been done has been done by the co-operative societies, of which I 
have a very high opinion and in the few industrial societies, some of 
which I have in a small way helped to develop or at least to establish. 
But enough has not been done for the development of cottage industries. 
I want to know if the Government is quite satisfied with going to sleep 
over the small achievement in the Co-operative Department. I know 
that the department is doing some good work but consider the enormity 
of the problem and the trivial character of what has been done. Is 
there anything in all that to be satisfied about P Wake up, make up 
your minds to act and really act for the development of the industries 
of the province and do not merely try to make things presentable by 
producing attractive figures by mere window dressing. That is what 
I hate and what I want is that there should be a real earnestness and 
desire to develop the industries of this province. 


Et Tt M0OLU8KIES I have listened with great interest to the 
last speaker and other speakers. But from what I have heard both in 
the debate on agriculture and industries it seems to me that most of 
the speakers want Government to do everything. I feel that the people 
of Bengal, especially the richer people of Bengal, should get togethei^ 
and start co-operative societies and show Government what is to be 
done, whereas most of the time they are asking Government to do this, 
that and the other. We know the income of Government is not very 
much. My suggestion to this House is that there are lots of pe«>ple in 
Bengal who Jiave got money and a large number of them, I moan tho 
big lamijidars, have also got enough time. If only they will look after 
their tenants and get together and start co-operative societies and not 
leave so much to Government, Bengal will be the first province in 
India if there is co-operation between them. 

The Hon’IMt Khan lahMlur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Sir, the issue# 

raised by my friend Munindra Deb Eai Mahasai are two— 

(1) development of cottage industries on co-operative lines, and 

(2) purcbase of Government stores through the Industrie# 

Bepartmmii. 
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As regards the first point, I may state at once that it is the 
^eispted policy of Government that cottage industries can best be 
^eloped on c^perative lines, and action is being taken in this direction 
so far as possible* The instruction imparted through the agencies of 
the 26 peripatetic weaving schools and weaving demonstrations, and 
tihe two training demonstration parties as also the demonstrations 
organised by the department in connection with soap and shellac 
industries are to stimulate the organisation of these industries on co- 
operative lines. 

As regards the second part of the motion, namely, purchase of 
Government stores through the Industries Department, I would point 
out that in the main it merely states the accepted policy of Government. 
Further, rules framed by Government in this respect in fact require 
preference to be given to articles produced in Bengal. The rules 
provide for the scrutiny of indent by the Director of Industries in 
Older that he may suggest means of obtaining the articles locally, if 
possible. 

In view of these explanations, I trust my friend Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai will withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Maului 8YE0 dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: ^^That the demand of 
Rs. 2,55,000 under the head S35A. — Industries — Grants-in-aid’ Im 
reduced by Rs. 100 (retrenchment in the Calcutta Technical School).'* 

Mfi Pi Ni GUHA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5,60,000 
under the head “35A. — Industries (Transferred) — Technical and 
Industrial Education’* be reduced by Rs. 100 (working of Calcutta 
Technical School). 

It will be seen that my object in moving this motion is to raise a 
discussion on the working of the Calcutta Technical School. I hold that 
the management of the school is not satisfactory and after tabling this 
motion I discussed the whole question very carefully wuth the Hon'ble 
Minister. I am glad to be able to tell the House that Mr. Faroqui has 
taken notice of all that I have told him and has given me an assurance 
that he will go into the matter very thoroughly. 

Sir, in this connection I may tell the House that at one time the 
Calcutta Corporation made a recurring grant of Rs. 20,000 annually to 
Hie school and of its four representatives on the governing body of the 
acbool I was one. We were definitely of opinion that the school was 
not being managed properly and the Corporation discontinued the grant. 
Now the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister has induced us in the 
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Porporntion to ronew the gr^ni and a reeolutioii oa this U gmng 

to be pamd at 6 p.m., i4Mb|r. Sir, I will not pirpsa the ipotion it 
)fr. I'aroqui repeats the aesureaoe given to me privetelF* 

The following motion was called but not moved:-— 


RnUi 4fTf nurauI. MMNiEdKi iN mmmtiA DM Ml 

‘That Uie demand of Es. 7,0^., 000 under the heed 
‘364«. — Industries (Transferred)’ be reduced by Ee. 101 (to draiv 
attention to the mismanagement of the Calcutta Technical School and 
raise a discussion).” 


The Hoii*lbla Kfiin Btfiadur K. C. M. FAROQIil: Sir, the Calcutta 
Technical School is a non-Government institution under the management 
of a governing body and Government have nothing to do directly with 
its internal working. Government, however, give a substantial grant- 
in-aid towards the maintenance of the school and have provided 
accommodation for it. The present position in regard to the Calcutta 
Technical School is that the Government grant which was originally 
made for a term of six years will terminate on Slst March, 1931. This 
grant was sanctioned on the definite understanding that the whole 
position would be reviewed on the expiry of the present term and the 
question of future grants to the school is accordingly awaiting the 
decision of Government. The governing body of the school have since 
submitted a working scheme for the rontinuance of the school during 
1931-32 which is now under examination. My friends may rest assured 
that Government will review the whole position including the present 
working of the school before deciding what grant, if any, should be given 
next year. I trust that in view of this assurance, the motion will bo 
withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then, by leave of the Council^ 
withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Kuijl I^MDADIII- HOflMtS “That the demand of Rs, 7,96,000 
under the ‘36A. — Industries (Transferred)’ be reduced l)y Rs. IQO 

(not declaring the office and the ministerial establishment of tV« office 
of the Bengal Tanning Institute permanent or bringing the on a. 
permanent basis).” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: ‘That the demand of Rs. 11,92,000 under the 
head ‘35.— Industries' be reduced by Bs. 101 (to raise a discussion about 
the policy and administration of the department).” 

||A||AN AAU **That the demand of Rs. 11,82,000 imdar 
the bead ‘85. — Industries' be reduced by Rs. 100 <polic 7 with lesard *<► 
indi^w of PengiD/’ 
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f ilf« WAimilA tEN (tUPTAl I beg to move tiuit the 

of Bs. 11,92|0(X) uuder the head ‘^35. — liidustriet*’ be reduced 
brie. I (policy and inadequacy of expenditure). 

I only formally move my motion and the reasons for it are as gi^eti 
aboi^. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

ICari EMOADUL HOQUEs “That the demand of Ra. 11^92,000 
under the head — Industries’ be reduced by Re. 1 (general policy of 
Government).” 

Bibu 8ATYENORA NATH R0Ys “That the demand of 
Bs. 11,92,000 under tlie head ‘35, — Industries’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(development of indigenous industrial resources).” 

The Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIe Sir, the 
activities of the department are at present directed mainly towards the 
development of cottage and small-scale industries. The Royal Commis- 
sion on Agriculture has brought into prominence the well-known fact 
that while agriculture is the main industry of this country, that alone 
cannot keep the cultivators occupied throughout the year, and that with 
a view to improving their economic condition some occupation should 
be found for their spare time. As suggested by the Commission (and 
as also emphasised by the Industrial Commission more than a det'ade 
ago) manufacture on cottage industry lines is the most useful spare- 
time occupation for this class of people. The home industries of this 
country have a tradition of their own, and as observed by the Indian 
Industrial Commission, 1910-18, they have so far generally sliM^d 
successfully against the intense cony>etition of factory products, foreign 
or Indian. But in order to make the position of these domestic 
industries secure against factory competition, the main thing necessary 
is the substitution of primitive methods by modern prm^esses. This ia 
one of the lines on which the Government Industries Department is 
assisting the development ot home industries. Another direction in 
which the activities of the department are being usefully directed for 
the improvement of the condition of village artisans is to educate them 
on modern lines so far as village manufacture is concerned. They are 
proverbially conservative and lacking in ambition. Unless and until it 
pan be brought home to their minds by simple methods of teaching and 
more efecUvely by ocular demonstration that the adoption of modem 
methods of manufacture will save their labour and time they can bardly 
be expected to give up their primitive methods to which they have been 
wedded for generations past. Another way of assisting the viUag# 
frtisans p to extricate them from debt. The only possible way in which 
this can be done is by the formation of co-operative qredii soeietjfir 
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A good beginning baa been made in ibis direotaon with tbe help of tbe 
Co-operatiTe Department. Tbe last but not tbe least important form of 
assistance that can be rendered to the development of cottage industries 
is to organise a market for them. Here again, the formation of co- 
operative sale societies is the most effective solution, and tbe department 
has already taken up this question also with the assistance of the 
Co-operative Department. 

In spite of all that has been said to-day, I think, Sir, that it may be 
fairly claimed on behalf of the department that it has been doing the 
most possible with the money available. Steady progress is being made 
in the development of cottage and small-scale industries, and when the 
State Aid to Industries Bill is passed, the department will be in a 
position to stimulate further the development of cottage and small-scale 
industries. In the meantime, a central sale depdt has been opened in 
Calcutta for the marketing of the products of cottage industries whether 
organised on a co-operative basis or not. 

I regret that a larger provision could not be made for the department 
next year. But in the present state of provincial finances, I trust it 
will be generally conceded that this could not be helped. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and lost. 

4-15 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: ''That the demand of 

Ils. 11,92,000 under the head *d5. — Industries’ be reduced by Ke. 1 (to 
press for opening industrial schools in every district).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: "That the demand of 

Ils. 11,92,000 under the head *35. — Industries’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
urge the necessity of creating sufficient number of State scholarships for 
training in foreign countries),” 

Ha|i BADI AHM€D CHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 

Bs. 11,92,000 under the head '35. — Industries’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(paucity of Muhammadan officers in the department).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHs "That the demand of 
Rs. 11,92,000 under the head ‘35. — Industries’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to 
criticise the policy under which the tax utilised by duty on jute instead 
of being/spent for the jute industry is utilised for the improvement of 
Calcutta).” ^ 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 11,92,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head "35. — ^Industries” was then put and agreed to. 
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Mob Mo MPi A* MARRs On the i^omoieDdfttioii of Die 
Excollency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Ra. 2,49,000 bo 
granted for expenditure under the head '‘37.— Misoellaneoua 
Departments/’ 

The following motions were called but not moved: 

MIININDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIs **Thnt the demand of 
Tls. 1,58,000 under the head ‘d7A. — Inspector of Factories’ be reduced 
hy Re. 1 (to urge that the section of In.^pectors should be under the 
Department of Industries).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,49,000 under the head *d7. — Miscellaneous Departments’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (paucity of Muhammadan officers in the offic es of the Inspector 
of Factories and Smoke Nuisances rommission).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 2,49,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “d7, — Miscellaneous Departments” was then put and 
agreed to. 


41 and 60.—Civil Works. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUi: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 94,57,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads ’Ml. — 
Civil Works” and ”60. — Civil Works not charged to Revenue.” 

It will appear from the budget estimates for 1900-‘U that the estimated 
axpenditure inclusive of establishment charges was Rs. 1,14,36,000 while 
the revised estimate for that year has been placed at Rs. 1,13,01,000. 
The amount, viz., Rs. 94,57,000, which the Council is now asked to vote 
shows a decrease of Rs. 18,44,000 compared with the revised estimate 
which is mainly due to the reducwl provision made for new major and 
minor works as well as works in progress in the next year’s budget. 

It is proposed to spend Rs. 22,500 on works for Reserved subjects 
under the head ^Original Works — Civil Buildings” and Rs. 11,56,804 
on works for Transferred subjects. The items of works are specified in 
the Civil Works budgets circulated to the members of the Council. 

The amounts provided for reserve for minor works under the various 
departments are intended for works costing small amounts in connection 
▼itii buildings occupied by the various departments* These works are 
generally within the power of sanction of the respective heads of 
dj^partoMntii. ^ 
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For '^CommunicAtions” no proTision has been made under 
“Beserved,** while Rs. 22,67,646 which includes Rs. 15,68,000 for 
Road Development Fund works have been provided under the head 
* ‘Transferred.’’ The items of works are detailed in the budgets. 

Under the heed “Repairs,’’ Rs. 3,32,000 is provided for Reserved 
departments and Rs. 40,00,000 for Transferred departments as compared 
respectively with the revised estimates of Rs. 3,46,000 and Rs. 39,90,000 
for the current year. 

Under the head “Establishment,” the en&uing year’s estimate has 
been placed at Rs. 13,24,000 as against the revised estimate of 
Rs. 13,00,000. The increase allows for increments that will be earned 
by officers and staff. 

Rupees 4,000 and Rs. 90,000 have been provided for “Tools and 
Plant” under the heads “Reserved” and “Transferred” respectively 
against Rs. 4,000 and Rs. 1,00,400 in the revised estimate for the 
current year. 

Under “Grants-in-aid” a provision of Rs. 2,59,000 under the 
Transferred head has been made against Rs. 2,54,000 in the revised 
estimate for the current year, the details of which will be found in Part VI 
of the Public Works budget. 

With these words, I beg to commend the motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Rai Blhadlir KESHAB CHANDRA BANERtll: “That the demand 
of Rs. 9,49,804 under the head ‘41A. — Civil Works — Transferred — 
Original Works — Buildings’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (absence of provision 
for extension of civil court buildings at Dacca, inclusive of electric 
installation).” 


Bibu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I beg to jiove that the 
demand of Jls. 9,49,804 under the head “41 A. — Civil Works — 
Transferred — Original works — Buildings” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(absence of provision for the extension of the civil court buildings at 
Dacca inclusive of electric installation). 

Mr. President, Sir, in moving the motion standing in my name I 
would submit, that it may be within the recollection of this House, that 
while discussing the budget for the year 19.'30-31 on the 28th March last 
year, infeply to Bai Bahadur K. C. Banerji's motion on the very subject, 
Mr. O. F.4logg said that a sum of Rs. 10,080 was provided in the 
budget (presumably for collection of materials) f<Mr the proposed 
eorteusion of civil court buildings at Dacca as in the absence of bricks be 
could not expect that any progress would be made wirii tka actual 



SEMAln)6 FOB GRAlfTS. 


m 


>• 1^1 

builisg wntil this cold weather. He also assured that profeabfy the 
real of the money would be provided in the budget this year. It waa 
ev^mit from his reply that the securing of bricks at Dacce during the 
rainy season was practically impossible. As a resident of Dacca having 
a ih^gh knowledge of the Public Works Department and loeri 
conditions there, I may assert that there was no dearth of bricks at Dacca 
during the last two years. It was not a difficult task for the Public 
Works Department to secure the same, they having their own brickhelds,. 
where bricks were being manufactured for Government works. If 
Government cared to proceed with the work they could have done so 
long ago without resorting to the plea of lack of bricks. 

In view of these facts I regret very much to find that Mr. Hogg 
sounded a wrong note about the dearth of bricks at Dacca. Sir, I am 
sorely disappointed to find that in spite of the assurances held out Iasi 
year, no money has been provided in the current year’s budget for 
carrying out the work of extension of the civil court buildings at Dacca. 
Indeed this extension is so very urgent that any delay in taking up the 
work of constru<*tion is causing inconceivable hardships and financial 
loss alike to the legal piac^titioners and litigant publi** of Dacca, as the 
rented houses in which the munsifs’ courts are now located are far away 
from the main court buiblings and the Bar library, whitdi undoubtedly 
is a source of great inconvenience to the public. laist year llai Bahadur 
K. C. Banerji empliasised the extreme urgency of the (ase and Mas, I 
think, able to impress the lloioe that the piesent court buildings which 
were constructed 65 years ago could not accommodate all the courta 
and hence they badly required extension. It is a matter for deep regret 
that while money is not wanting for meeting other t osts of administration^ 
the Government should put off these extension works on some pretext or 
other. 

I therefore commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am sorry I was not 

present throughout when the horridc meiuber >vas speaking on his 
motion regarding the extension of the civil court buildings at Daceg. 
Had he told me he M’as going to move it I would have made it a point to 
be present. However I may say that this is a project, the importance of 
which is fully appreciated in the Judicial Department, in fact, speaking 
from BMinory I think it stands at the top of the list. Btti Ilka many 
other scheme# in Bengal it is hung up for want of fund#. It has been 
eonsidjered by the Government of Bengal and sanctioned, bat at present 
there ia no money to carry it out. I can assure the hon’ble member that 
ae ioon as we can find the money for this court building this scheme will 
Im given he proper place in the budget* 
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The motion of Babu Satyendra Kumar Das wae then, by kaire of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

KhM BMiaditr Matiivl AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
4emand of Rs. 15,68,000 under the head **41 A. — Civil Works — 
Communications — Road Development Fund Works*" be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw attention that the constitution of the Provincial Road 
Board should be so modified as to give elective representation of the 
Xogislature). 

I do not want at this stage to enter into a controversy in this 
matter but I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister at the 
time when provincial legislation comes to the point of entering 4nto 
a new lease of life, that some provision will be made so that the 
Provincial Road Board may have some representatives of the legislature 
-on it. I certainly do consider that this is a matter which is of 
paramount importance to the province. The All-India Road Board 
has representatives from the Assembly and from every province on it, 
and I think following the same principle the Provincial Council 
ehould find a place on its own Road Board. I do not want to say 
anything more at this stage but I would draw the attention of the 
Minister to the fact that there is much scope for improvement in 
respect of this representation on the Board. 

The district boards also have complained about this matter and I 
think it is (piite pos.sible for all the ‘25 district boards to elect tiyo or 
throe persons from among themselves who can look after their own 
interests. There are many questions regarding each division or district 
and questions like this should not be discussed from the point of view 
*of one division or one district alone but should be approached from a 
general standpoint. It is a fact that the Provincial Road Board has 
not unlimited funds and as such they cannot possibly be expected to 
take up all schemes, but when there are many representatives, each 
•can look after its own particular district, and schemes can be taken 
up one after another. If it is possible to have representatives from 
oach distiici board, then it cannot be said that some individual interest 
Baa been left out. I would therefore ask the Hon*ble Minister to pay 
aome attention to this matter, and increase tlie representation on this 
Provincial Board. 

Mr. A. P. RAHMANS 1 speak with a certain amount of hesitation 
for so little is known about the function and proceedings the 

Provincial" Road Board. The importance of good communioations was 
no keenly reo6|fnised that it led to the appointment of a pow^ful all* 
India committee and a tax on petrol. Tet, somehow all this agitatioa 
iias ended in departmental files and papers and most Hkely roads are 
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beittf niAde on paper. We have not been told on what principles thw 
aUptment of Bengal is made, and on what principles the Bengal Board 
di^xibutes the amount. We were told some time ago that tho 
oommittee considers the relative merits of different claims and then 
apportions money. Are the district boards of Bengal invited to send 
their suggestions ? Hoads must be either economic or strategic. They 
must be driven through areas which are still inaccessible and which 
opened up wilL bring wealth to the people, or they must link up 
important strategic points for the better protection of citizens. Are 
these considerations kept in view when the Road Board sanctions 
money for a proposal? I think it was Mr. Travers who made the 
suggestion that the important kucha roads feeding the Grand Trunk 
Hoad might be taken in hand first. That was an excellent principle for 
the large volume of trade flowing through the Grand Trunk Hoad ia 
well known and Mr. Travers’ proposal, if accepted, would have meant 
speedier and larger facilities — and more money. A programme like thia 
spread over a period of years would have justified the creation of the 
Hoad Board. Then again, Sir, on what principle is money allocated P 
I suggest, Sir, that the contribution of a district towards tlie Hoad 
Fund, should be an important consideration. Take the case of 
Jalpaiguri. I believe I am right in saying that next to Calcutta it 
pays the largest amount of petrol tax, in addition to a large income-tax 
from the profits of tea. Yet Jalpaiguri has bet*n ignored. We have 
been agitating and appealing for an alternative route to the tea area> 
but all to no purpose. The little railway that links up this area with 
Calcutta is subject to the mercy of earthquakes and floods and this 
important Indian industry is dependent on this railw'ay. Also tot 
months in tlie year the headquarters of the district is practically cut 
off from the tea area on account of the violence of the Teesta. All 
these do not require recapitulation ; they have been pressed over and 
over again ; and it does not seem fair that a district that makes such a 
handsome contribution and promises to increase it still more, should 
get no relief at all. 

How again is the Board constituted ? Would it not be possible to 
have the chairmen of district boards by rotation, so that every ono 
has an equal chance of representing his case liefore the Board? Khan 
Bahadur Asizul Haque has already discuissed it with lucidity and force. 
1 do not wish to add to them — all that I desire to repeat is that the 
increasing use of motor transport pointed the way to a more rapid 
economic development of the country and therefore the necessity of 
well-made and well thought-out roads. That fact should never be 
forgotten. 

At 4-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
seassembled at 4-50 p.m. 
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MCi l*Elil0iNT4 1 might mnaouiiotf tiiat aft^ ike guiUo^e iiM 
falkM OR all theae items we shall ha^e to deal with one demand lor 
sui^lementary grant and amendments in respect of that, and hoars 
hare been allotted for its discussion. 

Thi Hairtili Mr. tiJOY t^EASAD SINDH BOY: Sir, at the outset 
I would like to say that the Hoad Board as constituted at present is 
functioning very well, and I do not think that it would in any way 
improve its efficiency if this Council is made the electorate of the Boad 
Board. One district board from each of the five divisions of the 
province is represented on the board. There are representatives of the 
different railways and representatives of the Automobile Association. 
So I do not think that it will in any way improve the efficiency of the 
Board if instead of the present businesslike body we have a big and 
unwieldy Board as it will apparently be if the suggestions of my friend 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisul Haque are followed. There was a 
preliminary discussion with the representatives of the local bodies, 
^>efore the 5-years programme, which included 12 roads, was first 
adopted. Of course, if it is the desire of this House that there should 
be special representatives of this Council on the Roa<l Board, Govern- 
ment may consider the proposal of appointing one member from the 
Public Works Standing Committee and one member from the Local 
Self-Government Standing Committee on the Road Board but I may 
Aay that already there are several members of this House on the body. 

As regards the ciiticisms of my friend Mr. Rahman about the 
principle follow'ed by the Board in allocation of funds, I may say that 
R 0 a matter of fact the Road Board does not alloc^ate any fund. The 
Bead Board simply advises the Government of Bengal as regards the 
programme and allocation of funds, and its advice and proposals are 
forwarded to the Government of India who are the final arbiters of the 
tnatter. There wus the programme for o-years to spend about Rs. 50 
lakhs on 12 roads. The Government of India accepted the proposid 
about ll roads. Now' we find that at the end of the fifth year there 
may be a surplus of Rs. 10 lakhs, and to spend that surplus the Road 
Board is considering the proposal of expanding their programme and 
ittcdiiding one or two new roads, specially the north to south road 
which will remove the grievances of my friend Mr. Rahman. Besides 
the proposed inclusion of this north to south road, I may remind the 
House that the Govermnient of Bengal during last few yeanu spent 
nearly Rs. 40 laklia on the roads of Jalpaiguri district. So, there is 
•hsolutely ground for the grievance that Oovemment k neglectlai 
of the interests of this district. I do not think I need say anythmg 
further in opposing this motion, and 1 hope the hon’ble members will 
nppreotate all that the Government are doing and the way in which the 
Hoad Board are functioning as at present constituted and wiE wtthdhnsr 
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thil Aiotioii. A« a matter of fact the Road Board adopted tike other dajr 
a by which they authorised the repreMutativee dE difereal 

looil bodies to appear aad place their schemes before the Road Board 
whea necessary so that there might be no chance of the interests of 
any district hoard or municipality going unrepresented. The members 
of the Road Board do not take purely parochial view of things. Once 
appointed on the Board they are expected to look to the interests of 
the whole province, and T dare say that they do so as a matter of fact. 
With these words I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asdsiil llaque was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 15,87,000 under the head **41A.~-Civn Works 
(Transferred) — Communications*’ be reduced by Re. 1. 

Sir, the object of this motion is to draw the attention of the 
Government to the necessity of the construction of roads in thanas 
Khanakul and Aramhagh, in the Arambagh subdivision and the 
improvement of the Hooghly-Kalna road. The people of the 
Arambagh subdivision oJ my district suffer most from want of 
communication not only with the district headquarters hut also with 
Calcutta. Sometime ago the Beiigal-Nagpur Railway made a scheme 
to extend its railway line to Arambagh hut it did not materialise. 
During the Moghul days a Radshahi road ran through it leading to 
Orissa; it was utilised by the great Moghul General Man Singh when 
he marched with his army to Orissa. But through sheer negligence of 
the authorities, the road has lieen al>andoned and has pratdically 
ceased to exist. Arambagh subdivision is now an isolated place without 
any facilities of communii^ation. I should like to ask the authorities 
to do something in the way of affording facilities of communication to 
this area. 

The next point to which I want to draw the attention of Government 
is the necessity of constructing a new bridge over the Saraswati at 
Tribeni on the Hooghly-Kalna road suited to modern vehicular traffic 
in place of the dilapidated suspension bridge constructed over a century 
ago by the Public Works Department and improving the Hooghly- 
Kalna road. It is now in a most neglected condition and has become 
unsuitable for the present day motor traffic. It is an inter-district 
load and should be provincialised. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
Hie House. 

4 W« DDimiRl As this is a question which coneems tb# 
IsMal Belf^lovummant Department more than the Public Woiii 
Department that I have been asked to reply to Ihii moti<»i. It wd) 
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not be out of place to mention tbat it ie the last of tbe attacks from 
the member of the opposite side at the end of the budget discussion. 

1 have every sympathy with what Eai Mahasai said, but as a matter 
of fact he sent a representation on the subject to the Collecto r 

(Here the time-limit under the heads ^‘41 and 60. — Civil Works*'' 
having been reached the member resumed his seat.) 

The motion of Munindra Deb Eai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Es. 94,57,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the heads *‘41. — Civil Works” and “60. — Civil Works not 
charged to Eevenue” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions imder the heads “41 and 60. — Civil Works”' 
were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI; “That the demand of: 
Es. 40,00,000 under the head *41A. — Civil Works (Transferred) — 
Eepairs' be reduced by Ee. 1 (to draw attention to the deplorable- 
condition of the Saraswati Bridge at Tribeni).” 

BilHi KIBHORI MDHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Es. 85,28,000 under the head *41. — Civil Works' be reduced by 
Es. 30,00,000.” 

Khtfl Sthib Mmitvi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Es. 85,28,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works’ be reduced by Ee. 1 
(to show that the number of Moslems in the department is almost nil).” 

Mtilivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Es. 85,28,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works* be reduced by Ee. 1 
(to protest against the policy of not recruiting Moslems in ministerial 
service under the Public W^orks Department after 33 per cent, of tho 
total appointmei^ts is held by Moslems).” 

Kliwi Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Es. 85,28,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works’ be reduced by Ee. 1 
(to discuss the recruitment of Engineers trained locally and in Cieat 
Britain and the salary to be paid in each case).” 

Maulvl MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand cf 
Es. 86,28,000 under the head *41. — Civil Works' be reduced by Ee. I 
(to protest against the unsatisfactory way of training apprentices in. 
the electric workshop situated in the Writers' Buildings).” 

Mittivi ilUR RAHMAN KHAN EUBUFJIS “That the demaud of 
Be. 2,07,000 undbr the head ‘60. — Civil Works^Buildings^ be redaced 
by Es. 100 (to oiitioise the lavish expenditure ineumd lor fumilhure^ 
htc., of the new Council House),” 
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The time-limit for all the demands for ^rante hanng been reached 
the remaining demands for grants were put to vote without discussion 
a« follows : — 


43.-> Fmiiiie Relief. 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon^ble Mr. A. 
Marr was then put and agreed to: — 

*^That a sum of Rs. 50,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘43. — Famine Relief*.” 

The following motions under the head “43. — Famine Relief” were 
not called owing to the expiry of the tiuie-linnt : — 

Mamvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘43. — Famine Relief* be reduced by Re, 1 
(to criticise the policy of Government for inadequate provision for the 
present distress all over Bengal).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘43. — Famine Relief’ be reduced by Re, 1 
(to draw attention to the necessity of an early revision of the Famine 
Code).” 


4S.--8up6ranniiationt aHowaitces ami pansiona and 46A.~4)omimitatloA 
of pensions ffnanood from ordinary rovonuo. 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’bla 
Mr. A, Marr was then put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Rs. 49,81,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
heads ‘45. — Superannuation allowances and pensions' and ‘45 A. — 

Commutation of pensions financed from ordinary revenue’,” 

% 

The following motions were not called owing to the expiry of the 
time-limit ; — 


Maidvl BYED dALALUDDIN HABNEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 43,81,000 under the head ‘45. — Superannuation allowances and 
pensions’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy).” 

MUlilMDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIs “That the demand of 
Bs.' 6,b0»000 under the head *45A. — Commutation of pension Bnanodd 
from ordiaary revmiue’ be reduced by Be, X (to draw attention to th# 
unusual deky in iho payment of the commuted values of peasioml)/^ ; 
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4 ir---tteltoiiiry aiid Printiiigi 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. Marr was then put and agreed to: — 

^'That a sum of Bs. 2242,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head *46.-*8tatioxery and Printing. 

The following motions under the head *‘4C. — Stationery and 
Printing” were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit:^ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: ^'That the demand of 
Bs. 7,40,600 under the head '46A. — Government Presses — Bengal 
Government Press* be reduced by Bs. 5 (to criticise the want of any 
definite policy in regulating the price of Government reports and 
publications and to urge that they should be available to the public 
«t cheap prices).” 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: ”That the demand of Bs. 7,40,500 
under the head ‘46 A. — Government Presses — Bengal Government Press* 
be reduced by Be. 1 (to discuss the policy of fining the employees of 
the said press and crediting the amount to general revenue head).*’ 

' Mr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURI: ‘‘That the demand of Bs. 7,46,500 
under the head ‘46A, — Government Presses — Bengal Government 
Press* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that numerous 
contracts of printing and binding works of the Government or of the 
bodies under the control of the Government are given to outside private 
firms).” 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0BAD MOOKERdEE: “That the demand of 
Jls. n, 30, 000 under the head ‘46 A. — Stationery and Printing — ^Press 
and Forms Department* be reduced by Re. 1 (grievances of the 
employees of the said press).** 

Mr. K. D. RAY CHAUDHURI: ‘‘That the demand of l^s. 3,30,000 
under the head ‘46A. — Government Presses — Press and Forms 
Department* be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the grievances of the 
employees of the said department).** 

Mauivi EYED dALALUDDIN HABHEMY: ‘‘That the demand d! 

Bs. 22,12,000 under the head ‘46. —Stationery and Printing* be 
reduced by Bs. 100 (general policy).** 

Milityi tVio dAAALUDOIN HABHEMY: “That the deinaiil of 
Be. 2242,000 uitdet the head ‘ 46 .— Stationery and Printing* h# 
•dtneed by Re. 100 (to ettticim Goretnaieiit lor imnttng asid iMhltahlllt 
hand-bttte wRheut the naaset ef printetn and pnblieheni).** 
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The following motion standing in the name of the Hoa’U# 
Mr. A. Marr was then put and agreed to: — 

That a sum of Rs, 8,17,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘47. — Miscellaneous*.** 

The following motions under the head “47.— Miscellaneous” were 
not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit • — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIt “That the demand of 

Rs. 9,000 under the head ‘47B.— -Charges on account of European 
vagrants, etc.* be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the policy 
of Government towards the vagrancy problem).” 

Mf# NARENORA KUMAR BABU* “That the demand of 
Rs. 5,98,500 under the head ‘47. — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous and 
unforeseen charges* be reduced by Rs. 3,00,000.” 


Loans and Adoanoot. 

The following motion standing in the name of the IIon*b1e 
Mr. A. Marr was then put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Rs. 9,99,000 l)e granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘Ix>ans and Advances*,** 

The following motions under the head “r^oans and Advances” were 
not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit : — 

Maiilvi ABDUL HAKIM l “That the demand of Rs. 6,05,000 under 
the head ‘JxMins and Advances — Ijoans under the T^and Improvement aad 
Agnculturiats* Loans Act and loans to co-operative societies’ he 
reduced by Rs. 100 (inade({aate loans to the agriculturists and to 
co-operative credit societies).** 

mmM TAMIZUODIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 9,99,000 
wmder the head ‘Loans and Advances* he reduced by Rs. 1,0M 
(anadaqnate provisioa).*’ 

MmiIvI HAMAN ALU “That the demand (d Es. 9,99,000 under 
the hedd ‘Loans and Advances* be redaoed by Ss. 100 (moimitf of 
etopping lualiaation of agncnliural loans advanced te the Baimrfiiat 
ittUKviaien peoj^^ in view oi the pmuailiiig economic dud^uac)/* 
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MUNINDRA DEI RAI MAHAtAIS ^<That the demand of 
Bs, 9,99,000 under the head ‘Loans and Advances' be reduced by Ee. 1 
(to raise a discussion about the policy of loans and advances of the 
Government)." 


Expenditiire in Engiand. 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon'ble 
Mr. A. Man* was then put and agreed to: — 

"That a sum of Es. 7,06,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘Expenditure in England'." 


Supplementary Demand for grant. 

47. — Mieoeilaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 23,100 be 
granted for expenditure under the head "47. — Miscellaneous — 
Miscellaneous and Unforeseen Charges," to cover the expenditure in 
excess of the voted grants under "47. — Miscellaneous" on account of 
establishment, etc., at the Detention Camps at Buxa and Hijli and 
other charges relating to persons dealt with under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Ordinance, 1930, and the Bengal Criminal I^aw 
Amendment Act, 1930. 

Sir, this demand has been explained in the printed memorandum, 
copies of which have been issued to the members of this House. It 
is really a matter of accounting. The expenditure was at first shown 
under the head "Jails," but it was decided that this expenditure 
should fall under the head "47. — Miscellaneous" and not under the 
head "25, — Jails." Therefore the result is a saving under the latter 
head and an excess expenditure under the head "47. — Miscellaneous," 
for which excess the vote of the Council is now asked. 

Maulvi HA8SAN ALI: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Be. 23,100 under the head "47. — Miscellaneous" be reduced by 
Es. 100 (in order to ui^e upon the Government the necessity of 
releasing the detenus in view of the fact that the cause of the Gandhi* 
Irwin agreeinent will thereby be furthered). 

Sir, the objeM of my motion I have already indicated. I do not 
hold any brief for the detenus, nor can I have any sympathy for any 
alleg^ Actions and method of these unfortunate young men for which 
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$^y are chwged ^erally by the Government. On the contmiy, aa 
filing non-violent in political creed, I deprecate and denounce their 
,#ftions, if there are such. And I believe, Sir, that the notion as a 
'whole is still strong in pinning its faith in non-violence. 

But, Sir, I do plead for country’s peace — peace honourable — 
lasting and abiding peace — peace, a calm, in which this life-taking 
confusion and turmoil will cease and the nation will be able to make 
its onward march towards the realisation of the higher and nobler 
destinies of humanity along with other nations of the world. I do not 
want a peace — which is life-taking — I do not want the peace of a 
dead man — the peace of death. The nation does not want that— 
cannot want that. It is the peace of life, the life-stirring and 
life-giving peace that is desired — that is wanted by the nation to-day. 
And no man, no Government, has any right to deny this peace to the 
people — because this is their birthright. 

Sir, it is in this view of the thing, it is in this light that I 
appreciate and eulogise the memorable Delhi Pact, befause the truce 
agreed thereby, in my opinion, has offered — has opened up real 
avenues for arriving at an abiding settlement between England and 
India. And I say, Sir, that the Govern)nent of llcngal have no right 
whatsoever to destroy this peace pro8p<»ct by taking recourse to vague 
arguments based on so called political expediency and the limiting of 
the agreement. 

It is for that reason, that I demand the immediate release of the 
detenus. 

The Home Member would say that the detenus are outside the terms 
of the truce. May be so. But good sense prevailing on us we cannot 
fail to see that the spirit of the truce terms is not suspicion and 
mistrust, but goodwill and trust — ^goodwill and trust lietween the 
Government and the people — that will bring al)out cessation of 
hostilities, and animosities, that will create a calm, quite, atmosphere 
in which th^ nation and the Government will be able to achieve further 
and abiding results by way of honourable and permanent peace, and 
friendship between these two great countries of the world P But has 
the non-release of the detenus helped any way to ensure this desired 
peaceful and calm atmosphere P No, it has not. On the contrary any 
one who has eyes to see and ears to hear, must have realised how this 
thoughtless and callous attitude of the Government towards the 
question of release of detenus, reacted upon the mind of the whole 
people. During the last few days the meetings were held, 
demonstrations were made throughout the length and breadth of the 
country in vario^ districts and feelings of anger and resentment were 
exp re e sod over the non-release of the detenus; for the sake of peace 
immediate release of them were demanded and are being demanded 
•till now* ' Sir, only the other day this Council passed the reeolutimi ctf 
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Mr. J. N. Gupta. Tba Hoa'bla Hto&e M^ber parliafMi baa forgoHali 

btit 1 belitTe tlia How cannot forget it. I need not give yon the 
whole text of the resolution here. The gist of it is this that thk 
Council appreciates the Premier’s declaration and policy outiined 
therein, but at the same time realises that there are obstacles in the 
path of attaining abiding results and therefore the Counoil requests 
the Government to remove those obstacles. But has not the case af 
non-release of detenus been a great obstacle standing in the way of 
pacification of public minds? You cannot shut your eyes to the fact 
that the non-release of these 500 young men has ^eatly stirred the 
minds and hearts of the country. It has thrown the people again into 
suspicion and distrust. In fact the whole matter of detention and 
detenus has been based on suspicion and distrust, just as the whole 
British Government has its foundation in suspicion and mistrust. I 
do not know, Sir, whether in our country there are organised terrorist 
movement or not. But of this much I am sure, that in a country where 
its men and women are out to achieve the fulfilment of their highest 
aspirations, i,e., the freedom of their motherland, especially when 
non-violent means are adopted to achieve the end — a class of day 
dreamers — a class of visionaries are Iwund to spring up. This is true 
not only of India and Bengal alone, but this is true of all other countries 
of the world. Russia has got her visionaries like that; Germany also 
has; Turkey has got them; Japan and China have got their own such 
visionaries. Ireland has. And we see even England is not without 
such day dreamers. 

And you suspect them. You distrust them not knowing that trust 
begets trust and suspicion begets suspicion. You also consider them 
as supplementary to the real national movement which is non-violent 
out and out. 

And thus you promulgate Ordinances, and Criminal Amendment 
Ordinances and so on in the idea that thereby you would put them 
down. Thus during the last quarter of a century we have seen Rowlatt 
Act and xmity such extraordinary lawless laws have been enforced in 
the country in the teeth of the opposition of the people who regard 
tbeee laws as the very negation of the law itself striking at the very 
root of the personal liberty of men. But have the Government been 
able to achieve the desired results by these measures? No. They 
have not. Instead of peace, instead of good, the Ooventment have 
brought down upon this once happy and prosperous land of oure, 
unrest, confusion and the evils, and it is no wonder that the people 
generally thipk and feel— -and I believe they are right in doing so — 
that many yaung innocent patriots of the land have fallen vietinta 
to the secret servide police and have been detained on mere suspicion 
only. Perhaps the H«m*tile Mr. Prentice would say that not a single 
man has been detained without corroborated suspicion. But if m. 
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fsiw^ ^ oom« forward oponly and kave tt^esa yowng man tried 

^ open wul ordinary court® of law? Suspicion ie no proof. If ypU 
corrolwration, why do you not please corroborate them in the 
open court of justice? You say you cannot do that lor expediency. 

But what is your expediency? I do not understand. 

Sir, the Hon ble Mr. Prentice told us the other day on this floor 
that the Government would not be ni^ffanlly in consideration of the 
cases of these detenus and when these perilous times were over they 
would perhaps release them all. But he perhaps forgets that the 
detention itself any longer is a huge peril in itself. Any one who has 
cared to gauge the public feeling in the country in this respect will 
assert with me that if you do not release these desperate youths of the 
country immediately you will bring perils thousand times greater in 
number and volume than the present perils which you will not be able 
to cope with, with any advantage to the cause of peace of the land. 

I, therefore, say that to ensure peace in the country release 
immediately the detenus, take them into your confidence. If you 
really mean to part with power in favour of the people, if you are 
sincere in your purpose and professions, you cannot detain them for 
even a day longer. You must show respect to public opinion. You 
must not forget that the public minds view these young men as patriots 
having the hre of love for the motherland the same fire which burns 
in the heart of every son and daughter of India. Do not therefore 
flout the public opinion. 

With these few words I take the opportunity to move my motion 
and demand the immediate release of the detenus and I like to warn 
the Government not to commit any blunder again as they have done 
by executing Bhagat Singh and his comrades. I lielieve the release of 
detenus presents a golden opportunity to the Government for 
redemption of that past blunder. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: A little while ago, Hr. Gurner said that to him 
belonged the honour of meeting the parting shot of the redoubtable 
Rai Mahaaai, but the House will see that the honour will really go to 
the Hon^ble Mr. Prentice. The Hai Hahasai has one more motion to 
hit credit! (Laughter.) 


5*15 p.m. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: i beg to move that the demand 
of B»* 23,100 under the head *'47. — Miipcdkneoiis'’ be rodueed by 
Be. 100 (to raise a diecuseion on the urgency of the abolition of the 
system of ^eteeiioA without trial). 
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Mr. President, Sir, we think that the continuance of tiie B^igal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act at the present 6ta|^ is without any 
jnstidcation. It is an abuse of the powers that are vested in the 
bureaucracy in the present system of government. The continuance of 
auch a measure shows the failure of the British policy in India and the 
bankruptcy of British statesmanship in dealing with the political 
•situation of the country. It is a negation of the rule of law which is 
the most prominent feature of modern British constitution. It strikes 
^t the root of the liberty of the subject. It violates the elementary 
|>rinciple that the accused should be given sufficient opportunity to 
/clear himself of the charges brought against him. We wholly 
disapprove of summary methods of trial by special tribunals — the Star 
Chamber methods of administering the law. I should urge its repeal 
at the earliest opportunity. Although the release of the prisoners 
under this Act is not embodied in the Gandhi-Irwdn agreement, it 
would have been a gracious act, had they been released, which would 
bave created a better and healthier atmosphere of peace, and goodwill 
all over the land. Sir, in this connection I would be failing in my duty 
if I do not bring to the notice of Government the alleged inhuman 
tortures practised on some prisoners specially in IhiUanda House — one 
of the most abominable houses of detention in Bengal. I am told by 
u gentleman whom I have no reason to disbelieve that those detained 
there, were compelled to stand in the open stark naked in the winter 
nights when icy cold water was poured over them and they were left to 
shiver there. I am further informed that owing to inhuman tortures 
some of the prisoners contracted incurable diseases. It is alleged that 
the blow of one European police named Hodsoii caused Himangsu 
Kumar Bose, Teacher, Corporation School, to spit blood which 
gradually developed into phthisis. Homes Acharya’s lower half of 
body got paralysed 

The H0ffl*bl6 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Is the gentleman sure 
that Homesh Acharya was confined in the Dullanda House P I 
uhalleugs statement, Sir. 

MUNINDRA DEi RAI MAHA8AI: I am not sure, I have no 
'personal knowledge of it but that is my information. If be was not 
there, I stand corrected. Sushil Ghose contracted phthisis, Jites 
Lahiri got slow fever, Professor Jotish Ghose turned inaane. Nikhil 
4}uha and Nagendra Sekhar Chakra varti got some such other troubles 
which I do not exactly remember now. 

TlM HoiPtoit Hr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: I again obaUenge bis 
aitatement with regard to Professor Jotish Ghose. Is the speaker suze 
that the profeesor was confined in ike Dullanda House? 
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t'^.fiyiilllOftA DEB RAI MAHASAIs t cannot vouch for^ the 
i^Oreabouts of the professor but that is my information. 

1 Tilt HOflHMo Hf* Wt D« R« PRENTICE* Sir, is the hon^ble member 
in order in making a statement for the accuracy of which he cannot 
vouch P 

Ufa PRESIDENTS Certainly not. You should not refer to thinga 
for the accuracy of which you cannot vouch. 

MUNINDRA DEE RAI MAHASAI: I must repeat, Sir, that I 
cannot vouch for their whereabouts but I believe some of the allegations 
are true. If a fraction of what I have said is true, it would be a 
disgrace to any civilised Government in the world. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: I beg to move that the sum of Rs. 23,100 under 
the head *‘47. — Miscellaneous** be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a 
discussion about the necessity of continuan(‘e of the detention camps). 

Sir, I see no necessity for the continuance of the detention camps 
either at Buxa or at Hijli, for which the Hon*ble Mr. Marr has come 
forward for a grant of Rs. 23,100. Although the sura is a very small 
one yet in consideration of the crores of rupees that are spent or 
misspent on the administration of the country for maintaining law and 
order I say that during the last few months the whole country has been 
administered not by law and order but by lawlessness and disorder. If 
you go to the different villages of Midnapore — I have myself travelled 
over 500 miles there — you will see scenes of whole hamlets 

TIN HuiPIMf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICBfi On a point of order, Sir. 
The speaker says that he has travelled 500 miles in Midnapore but so 
far as I am aware there is not a single detenu from Midnapore. 

Mr. PREil DENTS What is your reply with regard to the objection 
raised by Mr. Prentice P Are you going to give up your point in view 
of thatP 

Mr. P. BANERdI: I do not follow you, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is whether there is or not any detenu 
from Midnapore. Are you going to dispute Mr. Prentice*s statement 
or yield to himP 

Hr. P. BANERdi: I was just narrating aome of the incidents in 
Midnapofe from where some detenus were kept at Hijli. The Hon'ble 
Mr. j^ntice has said that not a single detenu is kept in 
Midnapo r e- -— 
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Mr. MA lll it PEE ^MMMEE EAMIl Mr. Fruitice mM that ^ere 
was not a single detenu from Midnapore. 


Mr. P. BANERdI: I stand corrected. It may be so but there are 
about 400 detenus detained in the different jails in these two places, 
one at Midnapore (Hijli) and the other at Buxa. I beg to submit that 
these persons — about 400 young men — are detained in the different 
parts of Bengal in detention camps ; but, Sir, what is the object with 
which these persons are detained? It is said that if these young men are 
released they will become a terror to the country. But I say, Sir, that 
they can hardly prove to be a terror to the British Government in India 
with all their resources. Therefore, Sir, it is in the fitness of things 
and specially when it is necessary that there should be a calm 
atmosphere in India' that I submit that these young men should be 
immediately set free. It is said that their release will be followed by 
violence, but may I intfuire, Sir. what sort of violence? On the 
contrary 1 am sure that instead of committing violence, if these persons 
are released, they would be converted into non-violence by the influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi, but that has not been done and the atmosphere 
for peace that we were longing tor has not been brought about. It 
seems to me that Governineiit are deliberately trying to keep these 
young men in jail and are thereby working antagonistically to the 
agreement, I mean the truce that ha.s been arrived at between Mahatma 
Gandhi and Lord Irwin. Sir, I tiiink everybody will agree with me 
when I say that there is no more any necessity to detain these men in 
prison. Sir, the members in the Treasury Benches believe in violence, 
I take it that they, as honest men, also believe that a foreign nation 
has no moral right to govern another nation against the interests of 
the children of the soil. What is the crime of these 400 young men? 
They also think and feel that a foreign nation has no moral right to 
rule over another nation against the interests of the sons of the soil 
and if in some cases there have been attempts to stop such governance 
by violenciti what is their fault? The question of satisfying the 
aspirations of the people of the country is a very old question if 
Government really wanted, that there should be no violence in the 
country, they should have satisfied the aspirations of the people before 
a single shot was fired at an Englishman by an Indian in this country 
and this may have led to stray cases of violence; such a feeling started 
about 26 years ago, in the days of the Partition of Bengal. Government 
instead of satisfying the aspirations of the people have checked them, 
with the iwult that they have run the country by organised courses of 
violence and by, |K)lice excesses witnessed during the last nine months. 
So that if these young men have taken to violent methods here and 
there they have only taken the cue from the British nation and it is not 
their fanli. 
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With these words I submit that these detenus should 
•el free. 


be immediately 


Mr. i. 0. CHATTERdEE: The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has reminded 
us that these detenus are kept in various places of Bengal under an Act 
of the ^ngal Council, not under an Ordinance, but under an Act. 
But it is an Act of which we washed our hands on the day it was 
brought before us for our approval. I challenge any Indian who dares 
to call himself an Indian to vote for this grant. Could the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Prentice as a Minister in England, could any English Minister in 
England, or, for the matter of that, even the Prime Minister of 
England pass an Ordinance like the Bengal t>rdinance.*» He ( cmld not 
do that unless England went to war when the conditions of the country 
would be entirely abnormal. England doen not know of any legislation 
like the present legislation. Here, in India, we are kept being 
reminded ad navseam that we are ruled hy the police, and that our 
people may be kept in police custody, under cover of tlarkness, under 
conditions of which we know nothing. I appeal to the non-official 
English members who are here: How do they justify this sort of thing 
in this country, when in their own country they would rise as one man 
and protest if such legislation were passed there P And I say that this 
is the sort of thing which brings home to us the utter helplessness of 
us, Indians. This is the sort of thing that makes us feel that the 
Britishers do not treat us as human beings, that they want to make us 
feel that we are less than the mere men (iod made us, as I said on a 
previous occasion. It is really an irony of fate; it is an irony that the 
Hon’ble Member should ask us Indians for money in order to keep 
these countrymen of ours in detention, against whom nothing has 
been proved except that they have incurred the displeasure of the 
Criminal Investigation Department or the Intelligence Branch. Why 
do you Englishmen in this country so readily stand up and justify 
such legislation, which is anti-British in character, and which would 
not be tolerated by you in your own country P Wliut is the point of 
offering ua freedom and a place in (he British Empire — an offer for 
which we are grateful — if you, non-official Knglihfimen, get up and 
forget your traditions and say that you will back up the Government 
in their attempt to keep these men in the various detention C4imp§ 
although you do not know anything about the merits of the case? It 
is the one thing, this Act which empowers the Government to detain 
men without trial that really cuts into all the fine phrases which from 
time to time are being offered us in fulfilment of the various promises 
made to us, that we are the children of the same Empire, and that we 
are partners in the great British Commonwealth of Nations and so on. 
Gan you show me any pari of the British Commonwealth where this 
can he done? You could not do ibis anywhere else; you can do tbie 
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only in lndia« You ask us to co«^>eraie with you whilst yoh Ue^ us 
in this absurdly and \inbearably slavish position ! 

6-30 p.m. 

As long as you keep up these detention camps, as long as you keep 
up this horrible difference that has really been going on for two 
centuries, the difference that you maintain between Europe and Asia> 
between white men and non-white men, you cannot expect us to support 
you in a demand of this nature. You do not have the same respect for 
the men who are not white. Wherever the population of the empire 
is white, you dare not pass a legislation of this kind; but because we 
have not our skin bleached, because we belong to Asia you here enact 
this kind of legislation. Remember Asia has produced the Lord 
Buddha, the Lord Sri Krishna, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Lord 
Muhammad, — hut for whose birth there would have been no civilisation, 
no history, and none of your Christianity. Because we belong to Asia 
and do not participate in the vrhiteness of Europe, you are out to treat 
us as if we had no claim to freedom. Coming to the question of 
whether the detenus are tortured, I have seen the condition of the 
people after their return from the detention camps, and I know from 
the evidence of these people that these sons of Bengal who were 
detained at the. various centres were tortured. I have had this evidence 
ever since 1907, and I would believe these people in preference to police 
testimony at any time. What is the crime of these people? Their 
crime is that they love their <muntry too well, too tempestuously, and 
are willing to go great lengths for the sake of that love, but not too 
wisely like men of m.v stamp. But pray, who has planted this love of the 
motherland into this country? It is the British. It is the British 
who have brought this conception of patriotism into this country. I 
feel shocked to see that the British trample under foot those very 
conceptions which they themselves have planted into India. It would 
be most curious sight to see the non-official Europeans go into the 
lobby with the Government members. I would ask them to go into 
the past hielfxpy of their race and their individual families, and would 
further ask them how would they feel if a thing like this had happened 
in England. Well, if they want to make friends with us, and if they 
have the real Christian courage, let them say to Mr. Prentice that they 
will not support him. I ask all my countrymen, everyone who has any 
self-respect, who dares to call himself an Indian, who aspires after 
freedom, to come with us into the opposition lobby and vote against 
this grant, 


tHAMTI IHEKHAREBWAR RAY: Sir, this is the last day 

of the session and in a few minutes we shall part. In a lew days* time 
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^ Hon’ble Member in charge of the JaOs Department will be on the 
Mlk at Darjeeling far away from us, far away from the control of the 
li^gialative Council. So, Sir, 1 take this opportunity to make another 
api^eal while be is still amongst u» to act in the spirit of the great 
settlement that has been arrived at between Mahatma Gandhi and Hie 
Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Irwin. I do not know how far our appeal 
to release the detenus will be successful, because even the local 
Government has failed as yet to act acconling to the spirit of tho^ 
agreement so far as the release of the political prisoners are concerned. 
The other day I received a letter from the District Congress Committee 
of Malda, my constituency, stating that even nl present there are about 
14 prisoners connected with the civil disobedience movement, who are 
still in jail and have not been released. I refer to the case of 
Chaturbhuj Das and others. I have forwarded the letter of the 
assistant secretary who has been relea.Hed from tlie Dum-Dum Jail for 
the consideration of the Hon'ble Member. We, the members here, do 
not expect the courtesy of a reply from the Hon’ble Member, but a 
sense of duty makes me refer to the matter here as I have as yet 
received no reply from him. So far as the persons detained without 
trial are concerned, there can be no justifi<‘ation to further detain these 
persons in jail. How can there be any honest and frank expression of 
opinion in the country when every one is under the fear of being 
spirited away to an unknown place if one falls under the suspicion 
of the authorities It is a sore point with the people of Bengal and so 
long as this policy (‘ontinues, I am afraid there can he no real peace 
in this land. IVrhaps the Government hopes to isolate Bengal, but I 
have not the slightest hesitation to declare that the spirit of Bengal 
will not be broken. If the Oovernment expected that Bengal will be 
felicitated in this matter, they are sadly disappointed. I read only this 
morning in the newspapers that the Indian National Congress on the 
very first day passed a resolution put from the Chair demanding the 
immediate release of all political prisoners including the detenus of 
Bengal. So in this demand Bengal is not alone, but the whole of India 
has joined with her under the authority of the Indian National 
Congress. I respectfully ask the Government of Bimgal to reconsider 
its policy in this connection. What has been the experience in the past? 
When a large number of detenus were released after the war, was there 
any recrudescence of violent political crime? How many of these 
persons were known to have participated in seditious acts after their 
release? If the policy of the Government has been fruitful in the 
past, why is it not likely to be so in future? 


Mr/NARENDRA KUMAR iAiUt Sir, in rising to speak on the 
iBOtion, I shall not repeat the arguments that I advanced to the House 
when I opposed the introduction as well as the passing of the Bengal 
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Cnminal Law Amendment Act. I know that this Act was passed by a 
majority of this Council. But there is one aspect of the matter which 
is absolutely unknown if not to all but to at least the majority of the 
non -official members of this House. Members of this Council who take 
an interest in these things are aware that in the Punjab when there 
was a special tribunal for trying the three men who have just been 
•executed, these men refused to be present at the trial. It was found 
that the Criminal Procedure Code made no provision for the continuance 
t>f the trial under those circumstances. Thereupon His Excellency the 
Governor-General made an Ordinance so that this so-called trial might 
proceed in the absence of these persons ; but what happened in Bengal ? 
Under the Bengal Act power has been given to the Bengal Government 
to make rules to carry out the provisions of the Act. Acting under the 
guise of that power given by the Act the Bengal Government has made 
rules incorporating this Ordinance of the Governor-General, that is to 
say a thing which is absolutely illegal in other parts of India and was 
made legal for the purposes of the Punjab trial by the Ordinance of the 
Governor-General has been brought in here by a back door by the 
Gkjvernment of Bengal under the supposed provisions of the Bengal 
Act. The legality of those rules has not yet been tested by the courts, 
but I am quite sure, speaking as a humble student of law, that the 
executive Government cannot possibly have any power to change the 
law under its power of rule-making. That is the way in which the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act passed by this House last year 
is being administered. I will not say anything about the lawless 
character of that Act, as it will be a reflection on ourselves, but I do 
say that because that Act has been passed by this Council, it does not 
mean that Government and its executive officers are simply bound to 
act under that Act. I should have thought that the discretion of the 
executive Government would be exercised in a manner as not to hurt 
the sense of justice of the people who are bred in the law and believe 
in law. Sir, you might have seen that in the budget which has just 
been accepted by the Council there is a demand of Rs. 6,03,000 under 
the head **l|ia^llaneous and Unforeseen Charges’’ and it was explained 
in the budget that it was required for detenus. So far as the political 
prisoners are concerned, the Hoii’ble Member in charge of the Jails 
Department has reduced the demand by Rs. 5 lakhs, but not five hawries 
of that have found their way to the transferred departments. The 
Hon’ble Memlwr in charge of the Politicnl Department asks for this 
huge grant of Rs. 6,16,000 for the next year and for the current year 
he wants an additional sum of Rs. 1.03,350. 1 submit that thiri 
demand by |tself shows that there has been no change of heart of the 
Bengal Governn;iqnt and though the superior authorities in India and 
in England may be crying hoarse for a peaceful settlement of the 
trouble in the country, the Government of BeOgal is going on merriljf 
detaining people without triai. 
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Sir, speftking as a lawyer, I do not know that I can sufficiently 
aipress my abhorrence and horror for the dark and devious ways of 
tb# Oovemment in administering the Ordinance and more especially in 
making a set of rules that are not within the powers of the executive. 
I tiioroughly associate m5"self with the previous speakers in what they 
have said. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I suppose that during 
this session I must have made myself us gi’eat a nuisance to the 
Hon’hle Mr. Prentice as Mr. Guriier has the case of my friend the 
Rai Mahasai to he, and 1 do not want to wind up the session with a 
big fighting speech against him, but I would just point out one or two 
matters of cold reasoning for the calm consideration of the House. I 
do not want to go into the policy of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act. I do not want to go into the question of the existence or 
otherwise of revolutionary conspiracies. I would, for the sake of 
argument, assume that these persons have been engaged ir» some sort 
of conspiracy. Upon that assumption and having regard to the 
changed situation of the country, I shall submit that good policy and 
sound policy demand that these persons should now be released. I am 
referring of course to the peaceful situation brought about in the 
country by the agreement between Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin, 
which agreement has been practically ratified by this time by the 
Congress, so that peace is ensured for the next few months at any rate. 
At a time like this it is up to Government not to keep alive any source 
of irritation. This detention of the persons without any trial luid 
without any evidence being put forward against them breeds a sense of 
irritation. It is a question of fact. It is a question of policy. This 
eource of irritation should not lie retained in the present circumstaUoee 
if it can be helped and I take it there can be no question that it can 
be helped. Assuming, Sir, that these persons are revolutionaries, that 
they do believe in revolutionary and violent methods for upsetting the 
Government ; nevertheless I say that in the present atmosphere of the 
country there is not the slightest chance of their making any attempt 
for starting any revolutionary activity whatsoever. Because the 
evidence of history shows everywhere that the revolutionary conspiracy 
can only thrive at a time of general discontent. Keep that atmosphere 
of bitterness and the revolutionary conspiracy will spring up, but when 
ihere is an atmosphere of peace and there is no discontent, the 
revolutionary will find his occupation gone and he cannot make any 
headway. That has been proved over and over again in the history all 
over the world and it has been proved in Bengal as well. If this is so, 
and if the settlement between Mahatma Gandhi mid Lord Irwin hM 
*honi an atmoqihere in which the people hop0 tor Hie be^ 
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and look forward to ike future with a hope for peace and good«will^ da 
you expect that this handful of revolutionaries would be able to make 
any demonstration against Government P I do not think there is the 
least apprehension of such things happening. If, as a matter of faci» 
these revolutionaries are too dangerous to be let loose and too 
dangerous to be kept under check by the ordinary process of the police 
and ordinary process of the law, the present is not the moment that 
they should be kept in detention any more without trial. 
The detention of these persons without trial has been 
justihed on the ground that in the present condition of the 
country these people cannot be brought to trial without creating much 
trouble. Well, Sir, under the c hanged conditions of the society, when 
there is peace abroad and the people are willing to hope for the best 
and give every chance to the coming settlement, if these people are so 
dangerous, if Government have in their possession evidence which will 
satisfactorily prove their guilt, then I ask why not try them under the 
ordinary law? The present is not the time when it can be said Ihat 
these men cannot be brought to open trial. That being so, there is no 
reason whatsoever why these persons should be furtlier detained without 
trial. iTntil Government makes up their mind either to bring them to 
trial or set them free, it would be idle for Government to expect the 
people to believe that these persons were engaged in revolutionary 
activities. It is no doubt true that there are persons who are 
connected with these activities, but it is quite a different proposition to 
say that each one of these persons has been engaged in revolutionary 
activities. You expect the people not to believe the stories of 
oppressions to which the prisoners have been put to in jail, because you 
•ay there is no evidence forthcoming to that effect. So I say that Mr. 
Prentice cannot make the people believe the stories about the connection 
of these people w’ith revolutionary activities, as you do not put forward 
any evidence to that effect. Just as those oppressions cannot be 
proved, the alleged activities of these Ordinance prisoners cannot alto 
be proved. Until the offence of these persons has been proved to the 
satisfaction of the people, they must decline to accept this view. 
Having rega^ to these circumstances, I hope and trust that the 
Government will take courage in both hands and release these men, for 
the sake of peace, for the sake of bringing about an atmosphere in 
which the generous promises of the future may be permitted to be 
ful&Ued. 

Hft Cf COOPERS Sir, I had not thought of taking part in ^ia 
debate to^ay^ but unfortunately after listening to the i^eeohee during 
Ihe last half m hour I am constrained to say that 1 have not heoid 
anything more cakmlated to disturb the atmosphere ol peace wMA 
Ixftd Irwin has worked so hard and so well to bring about in the oonnli^» 

is noticeable that the same speakers repeated erhat they hate iiil 
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times doruig this session. They eontinned to speak on the 
419110 old subject in the same old way and I am surprised that they 
OnWd go on speaking on a subject which is worn threadbare. They 
know as well as I do, they know as well as erery person in this House 
knows, that this Ordinance was the result of force majeure. It is not 
directed, as they would have us believe, against the Bengalee. It is 
directed against every man in Bengal, whatever his creed, colour or 
race may be. If that man, whatever his creed, colour or race may be, 
preaches sedition and acts against His Majesty the King-£mperor, then 
that man must take the consequences. If I acted as these people 
have done, I would not have any objection whatever to allow the law 
to take its course. I was particularly sorry to hear the speech of 
Mr. B. C. Chatterjee. It is regrettable that he as leader of a responsible 
party should voice such sentiments which are deliberately calculated 
to raise racial feelings, and that he should deliberately try to upset the 
peaceful atmosphere which everybody is trying so hard to maintain. I 
can only express my sincere regret for his action. 

Mtulvi ABDU8 SAM AO: Sir, assuming, for the sake of argument, 
that these detenus are connected with political cTimes, may I ask the 
Hon'ble Member — who is responsible for their association with such 
crimes? Sir, British administration is sought to be justified on the 
assumption that it is broadbased on the love and affection of the |>eople. 
But, Sir, the civil disobedience movement and the political agitation 
have demolished that theory. Now, what is the reason that thousands 
of our young men court arrest and imprisonment ? Do they do it 
merely for the fun of the thing? Certainly not. They must have a 
legitimate grievance against the British rule and that grievaiu'e is 
nothing else but the exploitation of the country. India is ruled not 
in the interest of the people hut in the interest of the British capitalists. 
We are not forgetful of the advantages conferred on India by British 
rule, but that is no reason why they should be kept in peri>ctuol bondage 
and ruled for the interest of foreigners. What India wants is that it 
shall be ruled in the same manner os a country is ruled by its own people 
and not by foreigners. 

Mr* C« ORMOND: On a point of order, Sir. Is the hon'ble 
member right in speaking in this Council, which has been created by 
His Majesty the King, of British members as foreigners? (lisughter.) 
It may be a matter of words, but I would attach great importance to 
it and as long as India is a part of the Empire, I would object to any 
one belonging to the Empire being called a foreigner. 

Mr. MMIDlNTl I do not think you can have any good reason to 
obfeet to bting called a foreigner in India, although it is a part of tha 
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MiVlvl AlDUt tAMADs My advice to Etiropeaiui ia that they 
ahoold not try to rule India as foreigners and that if they cease to 
consider themselves as foreigners and consider themselves as i>art of the 
Indians, then all these troubles would disappear automatically and 
possibly there would be no necessity for detaining these persons without 
trial. 

6 p.m. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have listened with 
considerable regret to a large part of this debate because several of 
the speeches that have been made seem to me to have the effect of 
disturbing the atmosphere in which this Council has carried on the 
discussion of the budget. I regret especially Mr. B. C. Chatterjee’s 
speech. Most of it was special pleading of the worst type and throughout 
he was introducing matters which after all have nothing to do with the 
question under discussion. The question under discussion is a perfectly 
simple one — whether for the year which expires to-morrow you will 
give us a grant of Rs. 23,000, which we require solely because having 
transferred some of the detenus from jails to camps the expenditure on 
them in these camps falls under a different head in the budget. If we 
had not taken those steps in the interest of the detenus themselves, the 
matter would not have come before the House. All that we have done 
is to transfer some detenus from jail custody into places where they 
live in much greater comfort and where they get greater facilities for 
exercise. This is the simple matter before the House. On that 
foundation we have had an attack on the Act itself and we have had 
an attack on the way in which the Act has been carried out and we 
have been told that because we are doing our duty under the Act, we 
are doing our best to upset the peaceful atmosphere which Lord Irwin 
has attempted to introduce. But the Council cannot get away from 
the fact that the Act under which we have acted and are at present 
acting is one which the Council itself passed by a very large majority 
last August, having been satisfied that the good administration and 
peace and csNIer of this province could not be maintained unless the 
Government were entrusted with these special imwers. 

I do not want to go into past history, but I would remind you that 
His Excellency the Governor in his speech a year ago said that he 
was going to trust the province and do away with the provisions 
regarding the detenus but would continue the sections dealing with 
Tribunals. But before the period of the original Act had expired, there 
were the oocurrences at Chittagong which led to the issue of the 
Ordinance and after that there were several other occurrences as the 
result of which ihe Oouncil was satisfied that there was need fmr these 
epeoial measures and gave us those powers again. Since thmi we fse 
only dwuig our duty and carrying on with the powm which the 
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ns. Some of the speakers have assured us of usingr these powers 
^tradal grounds. This accusation is baseless. Since August there 
1^0 been 53 outrages and in 60 of these, the victims were Indians and 
in enly three were Europeans concerned — (1) the murder of Mr. Lowman 
mt'Daoca, (2) the attack at Writers* Buildings and (3) the attack on 
Sir Charles Tegart; all the others were cases in which Indians were 
concerned and the powers are being used by us to prevent Indians from 
being murdered, Indians from being dacoited and Indians from being 
intimidated. All these things are not racial matters at all. But it 
is the fact that it is mainly Indians who are protected by the Act and 
I hope there will be no more allegations that in passing and 
administering the Act we are animated by racial bias and animosity. 

Well, wa ha\e betiii given these special powers and I will now tell 
the House how we have used those powers. 

Tip to the present, we have dealt with 506 cases. We have released 
one altogether, one, a lunatic, has been sent to the Kaiike Lunatic 
Asylum, two have been convicted of si^eciffc offences, one is abscoitding 
and in two cases jms have cancelled the order. That leaves 499 detenus. 
We refused to pass orders for detention in 68 cases. That leaves 431. 
Of these, 12 have been dealt with by orders under section 2 (7) (a), 
(h) and (c) which require them to notify their residences and report 
themselves to the police and to conduct themselves in such a manner as 
may be specified in the order. We have interned seven others in their 
homes and five in villages and one we have externed from Bengal. That 
leaves 406. Twenty of these cases we have now under consideration 
for home domicile or home internment and that leaves 386 that we have 
in our charge at present in camps or jails. Of these, 90 are at Hijli 
and 137 in Buxa; the small number at Hijli is due to the fact that the 
camp is of recent growth, hut we hope in the near future to transfer 
all the detenus now in jails to the internment camp at Hijli. 

Before we pass these orders, what happens? The case is prepared 
by an officer; it then goes up to a superior officer for examination and 
from him it goes to the Head of the Depurt?nent, whether it is of the 
Special Branch or the Intelligence Branch, and only those cases which 
pass through all the.se hand.s and sati.Hfy all the officers come to 
us. And when they come to us, they are carefully examined by a 
gasetted officer before they come to me and no one is interned unless 
I am personally perfectly satisfied that a priina facte ca.se has been 
made out against the person and that he satisfies the conditions specified 
under section 2 of the Act. It is said that the evidence on which I 
finally come to my conclusion is not legal evidence. That is perfectly 
true and that is why the Council entrusted ua with these special powers. 
One of the members said that no snch powers were ever in use in the 
British Empire. I think he has forgotten “Dora** in England, and 
^ Irish Free State, lo which so many rdferences have been made, 
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passed the Public Safety Eiaergeucy Powers Act in 1928, which gave ^ 
executive Oovenunent power to arrest men and take perscms inia 
custody and it was the Minister who was to certify in writing that ha 
was well satisfied that there was a reasonable ground for putting sudi^ 
a person in jail for activities in connection with breaches of the law. 
These powers are almost analogous to the powers given us under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: They got the cue from you. 

Tfi# Hon’IHf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May be. In any case if 
thety took our example they were satisfied that there were conditions 
in which it was absolutely necessary to entrust the Government with 
such special powers. Well, the Council when it passed the Act last 
August was satisfied that these unusual powers were necessary in the 
conditions that were in existence then. Since then there have been 
58 outrages betw'eeu August and the present time, including 
murder, dacoity, robbery, cases under the Explosives Act and the 
Arms Act, attacks on the lives of various officers and individuals, all 
the various kinds of occurrences as led the Council to give us these 
powers to deal with them. It is not open to the Council now to say 
that all these are imaginary’ cases because several of them have been 
tried by Special Tribunals, and the Tribunals have found those who 
have been brought before them guilty of the crimes with which they 
have been charged. In some cases which resulted in conviction tlure 
have been appeals and in all the cases which have been decided the 
convictions have been upheld by the High (^ourt. In some cases the 
appeal is pending. 1 submit that the cases that have already come 
before the courts prove conclusively the continuance of the terrorist} 
movement, of the existence of which the Council was satisfied before 
they gave us these powers last August. 

I may, in passing, refer to the point raised by Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu that we are not using our powers properly in making rules under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act which are ultra vires. The 
point raised by him was specifically considered and these rules were 
only issued after we had the very highest legal advice that the rules 
were intra vires and not ultra vires. 

As regards Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta’s plea that the condiiioiis 
under which it was necessary to have these powers in the past no longer 
exist, I would only remind him that even before the passing of this 
Act it was not the case that all cases could be taken to court, for in 
many casee the evidence was such as could not be proved before a eourt. 
I know that it is chimed that because the evidence on which action ii 
taken is not evidence which could be produced before a court or wki^ 
would be admissible under the Evidence Act, therefore anything iltnl 
has been done is entirely, t6 use bis words, illegal or not legal. I sulnnil 
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in this Council will admit that in his daily life he comei 
ti i^iaions which are based on eTidence that does not fail under the 
SiltdeAOe Act, and I do not see anything unreasonable in asking the 
OoHnoil to believe that when such an emergency has arisen as satisfiea 
a legielative body like this Council that it is necessary to give unusual 
peexers to the executive, then the executive which is entrusted with 
these powers does honestly endeavour to arrive at a satisfactory 
OMoliision on the evidence at its disposal even if it is not always evidence 
within the meaning of the Evidence Act. And the decision of the 
executive, it must be remembered, is subjec*! to the scrutiny of two 
Judges. This scrutiny is not by any means perfunctory. For the 
Judges to whom is entrusted this important duty do it very thoroughly 
and in any case where they consider that sufticicnt details have not been 
placed before them they have no hesitation whatever in calling upon the 
officer in charge of the case to produ<‘e evidence to satisfy them on the 
points on which they have doubts. This being the kind of siTutiny to 
which our decisions are subjected, I am glad to assure the House that 
the action of the executive Government has been in all cases found 
by these Judges to be reasonable and based on lawful and sufficient 
cause. 

I would like to remind the Council too, that the whole system is one 
which has previously come under the closest scrutiny and been found 
to be eminently satisfactory. 

Tou will remember that a committee called the Rowlait Committee 
was appointed to examine and inquire into the question of sedition some 
years ago. That committee was presided over by a Judge of the High 
Court in England, and its members were the Chief Justice of the 
Bombay High Court, one Indian Judge of the Madras High Court, one 
Indian lawyer whom we all know, and only one executive officer from 
another province. This committee after the most careful scrutiny was 
absolutely satisfied that under the system then in force there was 
practically no chance of any mistake being made. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 6-30 p.m.] 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: When the Council rose 1 
was explaining that the Rowlatt Committee consisting mainly of 
judicial officers examined the procedure which was in use at the time 
and were satisfied that there did not exist any serious chance of mistakes 
being made under the procedure, I^ater on, when the question of tbs 
procedure was again raised, a special committee consisting of Mr. Justice 
Beachcroft of the Calcutta High Court and Mr. Justice Chandravarkar 
of the Bombay High Court was appointed to investigate that procedure. 
They examined 811 cases and in 805 cases I think they were satisfied 
with the procednre and its results; in the other six they were net 



7|i SUPPLEMENTAET POE QMASt} [dOm 

dimtiified with the procedure but they thought the persoue coucoiMd 
might be given the benefit of the doubt. Well it it the same procedure 
that is in use now and I think the Council need have no anxiety regardiag 
the adequacy of the grounds on which we take action in any case. 

1 am afraid I must pass on very quickly to the point about the 
policy of the Government of Bengal in continuing to use the powers 
under that Act instead of releasing everybody and restoring peaee* 
As 1 have said in one of my speeches early this session, the sooner 
we can release these detenus the more pleased we shall be. 'I can assure 
the House that we are keeping these people in detention simply to 
prevent crime, and we shall release them with pleasure as soon as the 
conditions in Bengal become better than they are at present. From 
what 1 have seen, from what has come to my knowledge, 1 see no sign 
that the settlement made between Lord Irwin and Mr. Gandhi has 
produced any effect on the terrorist movement: There is no indication 
whatever that the people who are responsible for the terrorist movement 
have decided to drop the policy they have launched upon in the past 
and have adopted the policy of non-violence. Indeed all the evidence 
so far goes tlxe other way, because a few days after the agreement three 
bombs were thrown at Krishnagar. That is not an imaginary case, 
because one of the bomb-throwers got Iiimself wounded and has made 
a statement to a magistrate admitting the crime. That was a crinie 
which was coinniitted within seven days, I think, of the Irwin-Gandhi 
agreement, and it indicates what change that agreement has produced 
ill the terrorists’ policy. 

Sir, I know that these special powers and procedure are repugnant 
to many members of the Council. But I also know that this Council 
in August last acted with the courage of its convictions, in entrusting 
the executive with these special powers, and I would ask the Council 
now to have the same courage and convictions, and not like Mr. B. C.. 
Chatterjee to wash their hands, but to take their share in the, 
responsibility for the procedure, however unpleasant it may be, when 
they ere satisfied that it is necessary in the interests of this province. 

The motiem of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 

AYE«. 

Maiilwi AMmI. 

NseiM, lUxi Irntfaeul. 

Mti, Mr. R. 

AodAar, S«tli NiHiiMUui Rnwi<. 

•lai MelMMii, MM»iN«re OMA 
Ray, Mr. tiNwU tAifclwrtt— r, 

Ray, RaAe tatyMitfra Nata. 

•aiM w a, Rafee tatya lOiikar. 

Saiaai, Maelvl AMat. 
tia Qairta, Or. NartMi Olaaiira. 
taali, Maulvi AMal MaaiH. 


Ali, Maulvi Maatan. 

•alitm Maulvi tyva MaJM. 

■wivrjl, Mr. y. 

•am, Mr. Narvndra RuaiarL 
•MV, Mr. i. M. 

ORalltrjM, Mi. je 0. 
enautfliari, wm Kitaari MaMm. 
O atuMliury, Maulvi AMul Okaai. 
Outt, Ral RaluMHir Ot; ita rtaaa a . 
RaMalli ^ M a alvl M uka awtii. 
MiRMi, Oaku Rrafalfa KaRMM. 
fkMla. Mi. A. Mi 
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m. w. t. 

mm, MmiM StMOli Raliiiii. 
m MNi UUt Kiiwar. 

«ati Mr. iftrat OlMuMIra. 

•laiitfy, Mr. i. N. 

Mum, Mr. H. H. 

IMUMMIlitri, KkM RaluMiir Mauivi Ali* 
aMmaaiaii. 

ClMmAtiiiriy Klum Bahadur Mauivi HaBiur 
Rahmaii. 

Bhawdiiury, Haji Badi AhuMd. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

CaCBiiiBdr, Maitr-Banaral W. V, 

Caaptr, Mr. C. Q. 

Data, Mr. B. R. 

Raah, Mr. A. 4. 

Bastan, Mr. B. A. 

Paracui, tht Han'hlt Khan Bahadur 
K. B. M. 

Pavvaut, Mr. L. R. 

Parrtttar, Mr. 4. Camphall. 

Bangali, Rai Bahadur Sutil Kumar. 

Bhaat, Rai Bahadur tatanka Camar. 
Bhttinavi, tha Han’hia Alhadj Sir Abdal* 
karim. 

Bllahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Baanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Buha, Mr. P. N. 

Bumar, Mr. 0. W. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiitul. 

NuR, Khan tahih Mauivi Bailul. 


NOCB. 


HuaaaHi, Mauivi Utatat 
MutahiiiBi, Mr. R. N. 

Katam, Mauivi Ahut. 

Khan, Khan tahih Mauivi Muanam AN. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamliuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

MHtar, tha Nan*bla Sir Pravaah OhundaPr 
Muiiiak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Na«, Mr. K. C. 

Naaimuddin, tha HanRUa Mr. Khamla. 
Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Ormand, Mr. B. C. 

Philpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'Ma Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur- 
Ray Ohaudhurl, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Raut, Baku Haaanl. 

Ray, Mr. tailaawar tififh. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mr. Bijay PraMd tingh. 
taadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

•arkar, tir Jadunath. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabati Mahan, 
talaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

•taplatan, Mr. N. B. 

•uhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

T h a m paan, Mr. W. H. 


The Ayes beinjf 2^3 and the Noes 58, the motion was lost. 

The motions of Munindra Deb Rai Maliasai uiul Mr. P. Banerj? 
were then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Araitraag, Hr. W. L. 

Bal, Babu Latit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Blandy, Mr. B. N. 

Bum, Mr. N. H. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ali« 

Chaudhiiri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hatiur 
Rahman. 

Chpwdhury, Ma|i Badi Ahamd. 
mark, Mr. i. A. 

CtppinBir, MaiarBtn tr ai W. V. 

Opapar, Mr. C. B. 

Mhiii, Mr. B. R. 

Baam Mr. A. 4. 

Ranaa, B. A. 

P at UBu i , tha HaiPbla Khaa Bahadur 
K. B. M. 

paiu^ Mr. L. R. 

Pbrvaatar« Mr. J. Oampball. 


Bangali, Rat gahadur Sutil Kumar. 

Bhaw, Rai Bahadur iaaanka Camar. 
Bhutnavi, tha Nmi'bla Alhadj tir Abdah 
harim. 

Bilahrift, Mr. R. R. 

Baanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Buba, Mr. P. N. 

Bumar, Mr. 0. W. 

Nagua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Atiful. 
nub, Khan Sahib Mauivi BaMiil. 

Nmaain, Mauivi Ulafat 
Nutabinga, Mr. R. H. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muauam All. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamliuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raaur Rahman. 

Luha, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Naii%la Mr. A. 

Mitiar, tha HaR*hls Bir f ra thi h OliMiBar;^ 
MulNah, Mr. MUhuBia Bahaiy* 

NaM, Mr. K. B. 
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NatifiUNMin, tiM Mr. KlHMla. 

M«rtwi, Mr. H. ft. 

Or w ud, Mr. E. C. 

Pliilpot, Mr. H. 0. V. 

PrtiitiM, tut Mr. W. O. II. 

NsHlMfi, Mr. A'. P. 
flAllfMM, Mr. A. M. AbEiir- 
My eiMiiiiiiirl, Mr. iC fi. 

MtM, Mr. R. m. 


Rpy, Mr. M lHitwr tiaiili. 

Ilpy, IIM Mr. lilty PtmiM tiiiglk 

•MPtmiali, MMilvl MMMlWMii 
•Miutf, Sir Jatfunatli. 

•arli«r, Rai iaRiR RiRati Malm, 
•aiaiiaaa, Mautvl MulMUMaaR. 

•tajrttiaa, Mr. N. 

•ttlirawartfy, Mr. N. A. 

I Tha ia ptaa, Mr. W. N. 


NOCR. 


All, Mamvi Naataa. 

■ahsR, Maalvl AyM MaJM. 

Raatrji, Mr. P. 

Ratu, Mr. NarMidra Kuaiar. 

■attt Mr. t. M. 

CliattarjM, Mr. R. C. 
eRaudimri, RaRu Klaherl Maliaa. 
CRawdRitry, Matilvl ARiiil RRaiif. 
Outt, Rai Rakatfiir Dr. MarMRaii. 
PatlullaR, Maulvi MuRaamiad. 
Oaluif RaRu Profalta Kuaiar. 
Rjpta, Mr. A N. 


Rakim, Maulvi ARduf. 

Maaua, Kati iai da dul. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Poddar, SvtR Hunumaa Prasad. 
Rai MaRasai, MuaRidra DsR. 
Ray, Mr. tRaatl RRakRafatwar. 
Raut, RaRu Haaani. 

Ray, RaRu tatyaadra NatR. 
iaRaaa, RaRu tatya Ktaikar. 
•aaiad, Maulvi ARdua. 

San Qupta, Or. RaraaR ORaadra. 
•RaR, Maulvi ARdttt Hamid. 


The Ayes being 54 and the Noes 24, the motion was carried. 


PrtrRfRtioii. 

PRESIDEMT* I have it in command from His Excellency the 
4Jovernor to announce that the Council stands prorogued. 


H. a F)Raa~19MiAa«-338A->l Joa 



Index to the 

Ben^ Legislative G>uncil Proceedings. 

(Official Report.) 

VoL XXXVI-Na ^-Thirty^iaA Session. 

16th to 2l8t, 23rd to 2Sth and 30th March, 1931. 


AtflMramtllt, 148. 193. 246. m, 347. 
411. 4dd. 515. 575. 646. 698. 

Motion for — of the businem ol tbe Council, 
regarding aituation created by the 
execution of Bhagat Singh and others. 
473. 494. 

AgHealtiiral Lmm 

tSee — Noakhali. 

AiiHuuinali SeliMl tf iagHiMriat 

See — Dacca, 

All, MaiiM Nmhui 

Demand(s) for Orant(s)— 

5A, — Charge* of Administration — Roatl 
Cess. Valuation and Revaluation 
Establishment. 110. 

15.— Irrigation, 243. 

1t2A.— Staff and Househokl of the 
Qovemor, 289. 

22£.— Mhiistefs. 291. 

22F.--Hia AUowanesa. U2. 

220.-Hm Aibwaneea, 842. 

AUowwioes, 842. 

l2B.--*B(^pilids oad 641. 

84.— Affiotillivs. 666. 

Demand lor Oiwt, Sopp tom e n taiy— 
47.-8|te4lliii6od^ 764, 

DilM 6 ^. AaOiiea CliiilEiab«rt«r 616. 
iBirtliq^lo oboelais 726, 


Ai, MittM NMMm-coacOif. 

Mr. Beptn Behary QanguU. lately a detenu 
588. 584. 

Motion for adjournment of the businssa 
of the Council, 409. 

Shooting incident at KilphamaH. 412. 

Allftrt 

Officers and clerks on extension of service 
in the Judicial Department and Civil 
and Criminal Courts. 19. 

Armtlrtiif, Mr. W. L. 

Demand for Orant— 

84. — Agrixmlture, 728, 

Sworn in, 647. 

BtfcarfMl OfHiilfiili 

Vacancies in the mlnistsdud staff of, 15, 

MvmMwNftfiiMlIM 

Babu Atul Chandra Qhoae. late Aasistafii 
Jailor. Hooghly Jail, 581. 

CbalnoaiL Distriot Board, Uyomtkt^ 

84 . 

Chandaaa i4e«r, aebasM for the iiafrovt' 
ttsot ol, 16. 

Oooetitothm of tlie Bei^ Road Board, 
646 , 666 . 

Oomdet Babu Jnaa Cbeodra Ma ia aidi f 
of MynMaiiaib Cof^mai Coouidltoi, 
26 . 


Gistiis 



moEX. 


TTot. XIXTI,tro. 3. 


ufe. MwM tyMt M|P< -^concld. 

)eiD«iid(«) for Orant(s) — 

15.---Inigatioii, 246, 248. 

31A. — Education (Tmnsferred)-^Utti- 

vemity — Granta to Calcutta tJniver* 
•ity, 596. 

)etenu Sj. Axnbica Chakraburtty, 418. 

)irector of Public Inctruction, abolition 
of the poet of, 26. 

lovemment propertiai loat by the eroaion 
of Nookhali town, 15. 

nveatigation of the scheme of dredging 
the Cfaandana river, 18. 

.ioan to the agriculturiata of Khulna, 25. 

diniaterial officers in the Presidency 
College, 40, 42. 

‘ Motilal day ” in Qewankhali, 350. 

Elegistration fees realised in Chittagong 
division, 19. 

Shooting incident at Kilphamari, 413. 

Sirajganj-Charabari Feeder Service and 
the shallowness of the river Jamna and 
its channels, 517. 

Suggested retrenchment in Government 
servioCii, 14. 

rerms of agreement between His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy and Mahatma 
Gandhi, 89. 

li, Mr. tarat OliMdra 

Detnarid fdrOfant — 

31. — Education (Beaerved), 654. 


l>emai)d(sl lot Granifs) — 

6A. — Charges of Adminiafcrataoo, 134, 
135. 

9B.— Distriot charges, 216. 

9B. — District charges — ^Total cost of 
transmission of landlords* fees, 206, 
207. 

15. — Irrigation — Other revenue expen- 
diture, etc., 235. 

22E.— Ministers, 314, 315, 336. 

22E. — ^Mimsters — Hill Allowances, 323, 
324. 

22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Hill Allowance, 841. 

221. — Board of Revenue — Hill Allow- 
ances, 341. 

221. — Board of Revenue — Other CJon- 
tingencies — Hill journey charges, 341. 

32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries, 643. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment, 

661. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment — 
Director of Public Health, 665. 

Educational qualifications of the members 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial), 
150. 

Librarians in the Education Department, 

806 . 

Ministerial officers of the old Subordinate 
Educational Service, 49. 

Number of Hindu and Muhanim|daii 
studente in sdkools, 97. 

Special motion regarding impodttSoo of an 
additicmal duty on salt, 431. 


iMr|i»llr. P. 

Deinand(s) lor Oiaatfs)-- 
O^Exdse, 171, 

86A.~-Jatte, 48i^ 

26A.>->Preeideno]^^^ Polioe-43alcutta 
Pdice. 483. 

Demand lor Grant, Siippkniefitaiy— » 
47.^Miecelletteoua, 769, 770. 


Court acoo mm odatio ti ef HooenMy liigie- 
trates in, 651. 

Subhankari Danra ki, 579. 


Babu Atttl CSbandca late 

JaSor, Hoogly Jafl, 581, 682. 
Court of Wards estates In 


628 



nn>£z. 


HI 


t,. IlXVI, No. 3.] 


||iMnaiid(i) for 
llB.~>I>ittnot chargoh 218. 

2&A — Jailli, 452, 458. 

petenu Sj. Ambio* Chakraburtty, 417. 

Motion for adjournment of the buaineM 
of the Gounod, 505. 

KaraQ Local Board, 416. 

Principal, €k»veminent School of Art, 29, 
30, 31, 32. 

Special motion regarding impoaition of an 
additional duty on salt, 426. 

Special motions regarding the Delhi 
agreement, 85. 

Students in civil disobedience movement, 
472. 

Taking possession of the house of Babu 
Upendra Nath Maiti, Midnapore, 460. 

Terms of agreement between His Excel* 
lency the Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi, 
38. 


BtrlMl 

Contested suits in Civil Courts at, 45. 


•ariM, lUi iabik PtodHuiaii 

Demand for Grant — 

32B. — Hospitals and Dii^wnaaries, 640< 


Demand for Grant — 

22E.—Minjsteri, 312. 

%nQial inotMoa tegaiding Delhi agree^^ 
59, 60, 63. 

IbmM ai agreement betsmen Hit Ezoel* 
leney ilie Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi, 
37. 




Amount oi transfer hm reeiised, 726. 


taih Mr* tim w un MgWhHKMM, 

Demandfs) for Ofmtit(a)-^ 

8B.~- Forest— Establistiment, 192, 199, 

8B.----FoRMrt*-‘£Btabliahittent~-Pay of 
officers, 180. 

OB.—Distriot Charges, 217. 

22A. — Staff and Household hf the 
Governor — Military Seor«tary<«-Pur« 
chase of motor oars, 280. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Oovemor— Private Secretary — Bill 

and Dacca Allowances, 277. 

22E.*-Mitusters, 202, 203, 333. 

22E. — Ministers—Hill Allowances, 323. 

22F.-~Legislative Coiiucil—Hill Allow- 
ances, 340, 341. 

220. — Civil Secretariat (ReservedH* 
Hill Allowances. 340, 341. 

22G. — Civil Secretariat (Hcserved>— > 
Hill journey charges, 340. 341. 

22G. — Civil Secretariat (Heserved)— * 
Judicial, Political and A}>pointment 
Departments, 347, 350. 

22H. — Civil Secretariat (Tranaferrodj-^ 
Hill Allowance, 340, 341. 

22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred)*— 
Hill jouniey charges, 340, 341. 

221. — Board of Revenue — Hill Allow* 
ances, 340, 341. 

221.— Board of Revenue — Other 

Contingencies — Hill journey obaigse, 
340, 341. 

24A.— High Court, 390. 

24F.— Civil and Sessions Court#— Pay 
of officers, 380. 

25A.-Jail»-8ubsidiary Jails, 409. 

26.— Police, 528. 

26A.— Preeideney Polio#— CaloutU 

Polioe, 479. 

26C,— District Ejmoutive Fo w e P ay 
of officen, 534, 536, 537. 

34.— Agriculture, 691. 

D«m«nd for Grant, SupplementAty— 

47. — ^Mieeellaiieoas, 773. 

JeaMte Distdet Boaid, 715. 
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iiM, Mr. ftamirft Hmm'-^oneld, 

Motion for adjouminofit of the bmineM 
of the Ckwinoil, 907. 

Speoiol motion regarding imposition of an 
additional duty on salt. 430. 

Special motions regarding the 

agreement. 80. 
m 

Students in civil dtsobedienoe movement, 
472. • 

Transfer of Babu Bepin Chandra Oanguly 
from Berhampore Jail to Midnapore 
Jail. 199. 

BmiisI Sivll StrviM (JviiiiM) 

Educational qualifications of the members 
of. 140. 

BMfSl Civfl lorvlM ftiM Btniftl Junior 
OMI Strvlot 

Posting of officers of. 307. 

itttgni Tonoiioy Act 

& M — Chittagong. 

BtrhtiNpori Jill 

£se— Midnapore Jail. 

BiMint sings nnS otbon, moution of 

JSte — Adjournment. 

•SMtooSorioo, iaSu Nrityogopai 

Service of notice under section 144 Criminal 
Piooadure Code on, 693. 

iSmnoSnrIoi, lUMSIlui isnlnn 

fee — MalUokpur ( Jessore). 

M^iiSirl Spii nrot 

Iisaaing of firtisiy in. 22. 

•SMiy, Mr. I. N. 

^ V 

Demand for 

* 

27A.^Forts and PU0ta^e>--Chaiigea for 
|>oUod launohsa, building, repain and 
outfit of laun ehli , MS* 


ionrOof I t iv tnni 

Mualims on the mmistoriai ttaM of. 690. 

•ogm ZWn SoSool 

Admission of students into. 94. 

Redistribution of seats in the election tc 
720. 

Bom, Mr. S. M. 

Demand for Grant — 

26A. — Presidency Police — Calcutt( 

Police, 469. 466. 474. 

Legislative Council Department, establish 
ment of a separate, 519. 920. 

Posts reserved for the Indian Medica 
Service, 699. 

Special motions regarding Delhi agreement 
64. 

Special motion regarding imposition o 
an additional duty on salt. 428. 

Bttfigtt grinti of tSo Bovoromtiit of Bongi 
for1931-32, 99. 

Oilcutla UiiivtrtHy 

Grant to, 95. 

OorliSetto unfior proviM (o) to Metioii 72D{S; 
of tSo Bovornmout of lufila Act, 98. 

SoMltivaiuitiou 

jSee — Faridpur. 

OSakraSurtly, DotMU SJ. AflMioo, 416. 
CStnOiua rivor 

Investig at ion of the sebsme of dredginf 
of. 17. 

Sdieine for the ia^provenMut of. 16. 

BSoMiriii, Mr. B. B. 

Demand lor QranS— > 

22A.»Stafr and Bmoiehold of «Im 
G overnor — Bodyguard Eetahlishmeat 

m 



IP-. XIXVl, Ho. 8.] INDEX. 

teiiiM, Mr. ■. e.-eoiw«. 

J^eiDAiid for Qrantf Supplementary — 

47. — ^Bfieoellaiieoue, 771. 

Sduoatiooal qualificaticmi ol the membera 
of the Bengal Civil Servkje (Judicial), 

160. 


CMIia<€rl«iMi 

IM 

See — ^Alipore. 


OtvNOMrti, 

See — ^Bariaal. 


Milihi 


Olniiliiiri, Bata Kiitari Mataa 

IhmtaadiB) for Oraat(8) — 

6A. — Charges of Administration, 127. 

6B. — Management of Government 

estates — Collection of Revenue, 1 35. 

6C. — Survey and Settlement, 136. 

220. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, 

Political and Appointment Depart* 
ments, 354. 

Suggested retrenchment in Government 
services, 13. 

Otaiidtari. Br. tagtMira Ohaaira 

Bogra Zilla School, admission of students 
into, 94. 

OliHtagonf 

Cases under section 104E of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in, 14. 

OMttaitag tarlilaii 

Registration fees realised in, 18. 

Btatatary, Maalvi Naral Afetar 

Demand for Grant — 

33B.-~-*Granta for Public Heidih purposes 
— Grants*in*aid towards water-works 
aefaemea, 672. 


(Nvil lliaMitiiai mavaiBaBt 

Students in, 47 1 » 

Civil C It olii l i a oi iMliMan 

Statement of tlie Hon 'hie Member in charga' 
of the Political Department regarding 
release of, 728. 

Ciarfc, Mr. I. A. 

Demand for Grant — 

22 A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor— Band Kstablishmont, 284. 

Ctapar, Mr. 0. B. 

Demand for Grant — 

32B. — Hospitals and Dtspensariee, 684, 
Demand for Grant, Supplementary — 

47. — Miscellaneous, 776. 

Special motion regarding im)x>sition of ao 
additional duty on salt, 424. 

OMrt tf Wares 

Se€ — Rangpur. 

CMft tl Warit iftalii 

See — Rangpur. 

Cta*s Basar laiMivlitai 

Hillocks in the mkist of Govemment 
Khas jotes in, 647. 


Cta»6tary» NcB BaM AtaMi 

Cases under eectioti KME of the ifilnga] 
Tenancy Act in Chittagong, 14. 

D«nand(s) for Grants — 

24A.— High Cmart. 895. 

88A. — Puhlie Health Estabtiehinent, 669. 


Aheanullah School of Engineering, 97. 


MmMr.B*B. 

Demand for Grant-^ 

26A.*— Preaideiiey Polioe-~Ca}eiitt* 

Pohoe, 480. 



INDEX. 



Demand(t) for Qraiit(ft) — 

8B. — Foreit — ^EitAbliahment, 191, 197. 
15. — ^Irrigatioti — Other revenue ex- 

penditure, etc., 238. 

41 A. — Civil Works — ^Transferred — Ori- 
final Works — Buildings, 754. 

Dm, Ral BMiMkir KmhImI Kmntr 

Demand for Grant — 

34A. — Agriculture, 684. 

Hillocks in the midst of Government 
Khas jotes in Cox's Bazar subdivision, 
647. 

Motion for adjournment of the business 
of the Council, 508. 

DMk. Mr. A. 4. 

Demand(B) for Grant(s) — 

80. — Scientific Departments, 550. 

31. — Education (Resen'ed), 553, 

DMM agfMfiiMt 

Special motions regarding, 50. 

OiiMuifii ftr Qmiti 

6. -— Land Revenue, 99. 

0. — Excise, 144, 151. 

7. — Stamps, 179. 

8. — Forests, 8A. — Forest capital outlay 
charged to revenue, and 52A. — Forest 
capital outlay hMvofa^uged to revenue, 
184, 196. 

9. — ^R<^(istration, 199. 

9A.-«~Soheduled taxes, 225. 

Xm, 15, 15(1), 16 and 55. — ^Irrigation, 
827, 248. 

82. — General Administration, 273, 307, 
350. 

84. — ^dmintetratiott^ Justice, 366. 

85. — Jsilt and Convict Settlemeikts, 403, 

4S». 

M.— Folk)^ 459, 474, 511. SS4. 

87. — ^Ports and Pilotage, 545. 
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DiMftaii ftr DnHilt — oofieU. 

30. — ScientiiSe Departments, 549. 

81. — Education (Reserved), 551. 

31. — Education (Transferred^ 554, 590. 

82. — Medical, 629. 

S3.— Public Health, 654. 

34. — Agriculturo, 677, 728. 

35. — Industries, 740. 

37. — Miscellaneous Departments, 753. 

41 and 60. — Civil Works, 753. 

43. — Famine Relief, 761. 

45. — Superannuation, allowances and pen- 
sions and 45A. — Commutation of pen- 
sions financed from ordinary revenue, 
761. 

46. — Stationery and printing, 762. 

47. — Miscellaneous, 763. 

Loans and Advances, 763. 

Expenditure in England, 764. 

Dfmaiii far Oniiit, IviifiiiiiMtanf— 

47. — Miscellaneous, 764. 

Psp ru M fi rtMiM tektoit 

Government grant to, 473. 

See — Hindu Relief Societj'. 

Dirtcltr tf PttMic ImtnictiaA 

Abolition of the post of, 25. 

District and Lccal BaarM, aiactM maikaft 
in 

See — Municipalities. 

D h r iri a a 

Demand for Grant — 

6. — Distilleries, motion for refusal, lost, 
170. 

6. — Excise, motion for rsduotton, lost, 
176, 

9B.— District ohsiges, kM, 881. 

88G.— Civil Secretarial — Jodiciid, Pcii- 
tieal and AppomUaaoi Departamnta, 
token out motion, oanied, 356. 

86C. — District Exeoutive Forea— dt 
oflftoera, motion ol token cot* loat* 
541. 



JLUYi, JNO. 



ijruisiL. 


▼n 


Jlitffnand for Qrant, Supplementary — 

I 47. — ^BfiaoeQaneouB, motion for reduotion, 
kMt, 762. 

47. — ^BiiaoeUaneous, main demand, 

oairied, 763. 

Motion for adjournment of the businem of 
the Council, regarding situation created 
by the execution of Bhagat Singh and 
others, lost, 510. 

Mt, M MuMlHr Dr. MtrMiiaii 


CvMfJi, M«M Mur RiliMa 

Quarters for the Munsif, Srd Courty 
Tangail, 717. 

Biraiganj*C3iarabari Feeder Servioe and 
the shallowneas of the river Janma and 
its channels, 517, 516. 

Tangail, Srd Munsif s Court at, 721. 

Water communications in Tangail tttb« 
division, 34. 


FarMfvr 

Cess Revaluation in, 


722. 


Demand(s) for Qrant{s) — 

6.-<£xoise, 155, 174. 

26A. — Presidency Police — Pay of 
Establishment, 490. 

32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries, 632i 
634. 

32C. — Medical — Grants for Medical 
purposes, 644, 645. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment, 668. 

Special motions regarding Delhi agree- 
ment, 68. 

larllHHiafcf tliaekt, 726. 

EitI Baiifal 

Water-hyacinth in, eradication of, 85. 


Faragai, tht Htn'Mt KhM MifNhir K. 

D. M. 

Clerks of the Bengal Tanning Institute, 54. 
Demand(8) for Qrani{s) — 

22E. — Ministers, 337. 

34. — Agriculture, 077, 730. 

34A. — Agriculture, 735. 

34A, — Agrioultim? — Experimental farms, 
662. 

35. — Industries, 740, 751. 

35A.— Industries (Transferred)— Indus* 
trial Development, 746. 

35A. — Industries (Transferred)— Teolmi- 
cal and Industrial Education, 750. 
41 and 60. — Civil Works, 753. 


Ent India data AnadatioB, Limitid 

Nature of transactions carried on in, 652. 

E dM a aH aa Dapartiafiit 

Hindus and Muhammadans in the in^>eot' 
tng staff of, 46. 

Libraruuia in, 304. 

SdMallMal ttrvlaai ta ta r d lB i t i 

Ifinistarial o ffic ers of the okl, 46. 

twQI, MmM Bm tahw aa Mmui 

Oialrmaiit Distriet Board, Mymeiwifigh, 

21 Ui 

DeBoaml for Qraiit— 

24A.— Agrioahure. 723. 


Fruit culture, 26. 

Government proj^rttes lost by the 
erosion of Noakhali town, 15. 

Jute cultivation, restriction of, 40. 
Loan to tlie agriculturists of Khulna, 25. 
Seramporo Weaving Institute, 26. 
Water*hyactnth in East Bengal, eradica* 
tion of, 35. 

FwlaMali, Maalvl ffialUMiiwid 

Deniaiid(s) for Qrantfs) — 

27A.— Ports and Piiol4^{S— Chaifsa 
for polled launohos, baUdings, rofioifs 
and outAt of launches, 545. 

23A.— Public BealUi BitabliaiiiaMil 

660. 



nrojEX. 


m 

B&Mkk, Murtfi ll«MlltM#-*eoffeU. 

Inoonvenienoea of lower dam pMsengen 
of inlaiMf tteam-veMels, 621. 

Muilinu on the minifteml etafl of the 
Board of Bevenue, 660. 

Recruitment of Sanitary Xnspeoton, 686. 

nAmft iMMlsf •! 

<S'e€— 'Bidyadhari apill area. 

roffiUtr, Mr. d. OampNU 

Demand(a) for Orant(g) — 

22£. — Miniaters, 384. 

32B. — Hospitala and Dispenflanes, 641, 

rmtt wtitafi, 26. 

SaniliJ, MtliaiiM 

*.Vee — Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi. 

BmfiiU. Mr. B^rtn Bthary 

Lately a detenu, 688. 

BillfBly, Bthii Stpin esaadra 

— Midnapore Jail. 

lawaakbali 

*‘MotUal day” in, 346. 

liMM, Baba AtuI CiNUidra 

i'ee— Hooghly Jail. 

IbaN, Dr. Aamlya Ralaa 

Adraiaaion of Kalla (a child) in the Medical 
College Hospital, 42. 

Tuberculosis amongst school boys, 43. 

Ibatnavi. tba Haa'bia AlbadJ Mr AMMkfrim, 
Kt 

Chandand' river, soh^n^ for the improve* 
ment of 16. . 

Demand(s) for Grantfs)— 

8.- — Forest, 8A.-— Forest capital outlay 
charged to revenue, and 52A. — Forest 
capital outlay not charged to revenue, 
184, 166. 

8B.*7-Fo«e^ — Establishmont, 106. 

^B»’*~Forest-^ Establishment — Pay of 

officers, 100. 

15.**-lrrigation, 260, 261, 264, 266. 

15*'~Irr%ation — Other revtmue ea^Muuli* 
tore Bnaneed from orffinary revenue, 
220, 284, 286. 


[VoL. ixxn, Wo, 3 . 

D»iw»aM,INMfanwtAMiBdMrAbilMiil^ 

Ktr-COfkjW. m 

Erosion of the NoakfaaH town, 577, 878. 
670. 

Extinction of rfainooeros by poaching. 

Investigation of tl^ scheme of dredging 
Cbandana river, 18, 

Leasing of fishery in the Bidyadhari 
spfll area, 22, 24. 

®^j8*®j*Charabari Feeder Service 
the ahallowness of the river Jamna 
its channels, 617, 618. 

Subhankari Daura in Bankura, 679. 

Water commimications in Tangail sub- 
division, 84. 

•••■<«. Rtl BaInMr 

Special motion regarding impoaition of 
an additional duty on salt, 433. 

OovtniiMAt Khai doitt 

ee — Cox’s Bazar subdivision. 

BovtniiMiit proptrttti 

*^’c« — Noakhali town. 

QovtniiiMiit School of Art, PrinclMi of, 20. 
Dovommoat Sonricot 

Suggested retrenchment in, 13. 

Boko, Mr. P. N. 

Demand(8) for Grantfs) — 

6C. — Presidoncy Establishment — 

Calcutta Collector’s Office, 161. 

OB. — District charges, 210. 

22E. — Ministers, 310, 320. 

35A. — Industries (Transferred) — Techni- 
cal and Industrial Eduoatioii, 740. 
Special motion regarding im p ogi ti on of 
an additional duty on salt, 410. 

Bmor, Mr. «. W. 

Demaadfs) for Gnuit(i) — 

88A. — Publio Health Estabiishinent, 671. 
41A.~<Hvil Worin (TransIscfadH* Cbm* 
monioarion, 760. 



iNBEl. 



ejx 

t>«|itiBiid(t) lor anat(a)— 

S2E. — Bfinicters, 316. 

Polioe, 624, 526. 

Haji IMMiMi M6litki*i Tnnt fum, 470. 


Hakim, lUwIvi AMal 

Amount of transfer fees realised, 726. 
][>emand(8) for Grant(s) — 

9. — Registration, 224. 

22E. — Ministers, 313. 

Elected members in the district and local 
boards and municipalities, 348. 

Mosquito nets to prisoners, 723. 

Political prisoners, total number of, 522. 


Haila,aeliiM 

S€e — Medical College Hospital. 

Naqat, Khaa iahaiar MavM Ailial 

Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, 

97. 

Constitution of the Bengal Road Board, 

650. 

Demand(s) for Grant(8) — 

5A. — Charges of Administration, 122, 
123, 126. 

6A. — Road Cess, Valuation and Re- 
valuation Establishment, 112. 

5C. — Survey and Settlement, 137. 

9. — Registration, 210. 

9B.-^District charges, 218. 

15. ->-Irrigation, 258, 260. 

16. — ^Irrigation — Other revenue expendi- 
ture finimced from ordinary revenue, 
227, 234. 

22E.— Ministers, 314, 320, 336. 

22E.-~J^in»«eitt— Min AUowatioes, 324. 

220. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, P<Ji- 
tieal and Appointment Z>e{)aitiiieiits^ 
364. 


m 

Hmm, Hkti wm ft wmm f l a lMl 

Demandfs) for Qrmntfe)— ronelcf. 

26A.—Preskleiicy Police, 464. 
27.--Portaatid Pdotage, 647. 

31 A. — Education (Transferred} — Uni* 

versity — Calcutta University, 668, 
660, 600, 606. 

33A.— Public Health Establishment, 
660. 661, 670. 

33A.-~~Publio Health Establlshmenl^ 
Director of Public Health, 664, 668, 

34. — Agriculture, 689. 

3iA.— Agriculture— Experimental farms, 
680. 

41 A. — Civil Works — Communioatioti — 
Road Development Fuad Works, 
766. 

Librarians in the Education Depart- 
ment, 306. 

MinisU^rial oihoors in the Presidency 
College, 42. 

Narail Local Board, 416. 

Recruitment of Sanitary Inspectors, 
590. 

Service of notice under section 144 0rtini* 
nal Proi'ctlure Code, on Bobu Nritys* 
gopal Bhattacharjeo, 654. 

Special motions reganltng Delhi agree- 
ment, 83. 

Special motion residing imposition of 
an additional duty on salt, 436. 

Supply of mosquito curtains to tlie pri- 
Bonom in Myraensingh Jail, 584. 

HMilfmy, Mmilvl tyH JaUrfnMlR 

Demand(s) for Orant(s)— • 

7. — Stamps, 181. 

9B. — District charges, 216. 

22E.— Ministers, 292, 294. 

25A.— Jails, 456. 

26A.— Prestdency PoUce-~Caleutta 
Police — Sergeants, 461, 462. 

Loan to the agrieultufiete of Khuliia, 24. 
MotOal day ** hi OewankhaH. 360. 
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Wwtowy, MaaM ajwa MahMMa— eoiwW. 

Motion lor Adjoumment ol Uie basineM 
of the Council, 473, 495. 

Terms of agreement between His Excel* 
lency the Viceroy and Bfahatma Gandhi, 
39. 

HighOottii 

Mushm ministerial otAcen in, 35. 

NMii ftAlM ianlstr 

Grant to the depressed classes schods 
under the management of, 48, 467. 

JlMariry MagMralii, aaiirt aMammaialiM 

•f 

See — Bankura. 

MMgtilydaN 

Babu Atul Chandra Ohose, late Assistant 
Jailor, 680. 

Mm|M, Kill EiMliittl 

I>emand(s) for Orant(s) — 

9B. — Registration — District charges, 

213, 

26A. — Jails — Subsidiary Jails, 407. 
32B. — Hospitals and Di8}>ensarics. G30. 
34. — Agriculture, 687, 

Places in Rangpur where certificate cases 
of the Kasimbazar Raj Wards estate are 
filed, 55. 

HMnii, Miiitvl liilnmMii 

Contested suits in C^fi^^Courts at Barisal, 
45. 

Vaoanoiea in the ministerial stafi of the 
Bakarganj CoUeotorate, 15. 

Hug, KInm liMb MmM taM 

l>ainaad(a) for Grants) — 

13A. — Slalf and Household of the 
Govafiior<-Priv«b Secretary--Piy of 
olerha, 273. , , 

22G.>-Olvil 6eoretar«at~-Judioial, Poli- 
IM and i^^pointtmnt Dofiailnaeati, 
361. 


tl«3, KImhi IMi WmM omM, 

Demandfs) for Grant(a) — condd, 

22G.— Civil Seoretariat (Hea^rved)— 

Finance, Oommeroe and Marine Be* 
partmente, 358. 

24A. — ^Higb Court, 392. 

26A. — Preaidency Police, 491, 492. 

31 A. — Education (TittiiBfefTed>--^ni. 

versity — Granta to Calcutta tTniver- 
sity, 562. 

Haji Muhammad Mohsin Trust Fund, 
470. 

Muslim ministerial officers in High Court, 
35. 

Registration fees realised in Chittagong 
division, 18. 

HiitcMilfi, Mr. K. H. 

Demand(8) for Grant(s) — 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
458. 

25A. — Jails, 457. 

25A. — Jails — Subsidiary Jails, 410, 411, 
439. 

IndiM Madtetl tarviea 

Poets, reserved for, 699. 

iRliiid iltaiii vMMit 

Inconveniences of lower class passengers 
of, 521. 

iMiMetiiii itiff 

See — ^Education Department. 

gf JFgliM 

Statement of work in the office of, 650. 

Ml 

Non<offioial viaiton in oertain, 685. 

Birtha and deatha in certain villages in, 
715, 

Mif»MlrMBMn|,7i3. 



INDEX. 
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B«itriotiosi of, 40. 

Kmmi, «Mtvi AM 

Oftbmtts Univeraity, grant to, 05. 
Demand(B) for Orant(s}— 

OB. — District charges, 217. 

22Q. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) — 
Finance, Commerce and Marine 
Departments, 357, 358. 

26A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police, 481. 

81A. — Education (Transferred) — Cal* 
cutta University, 657. 

32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries, 632. 
34. — Agriculture, 604. 

Special motions regarding Delhi agree- 
ment, 88. 

KMimbaiar Rftj WirOi Mttto 

See — Rangpur. 





KfcM rnmM TowtaiMi rswcld. 

Demandfs) for Qfantfs)'-<wicW, 

22A. — Staff and Houaehold of the 
Ck>\^mor — Private Seoretaiy-^ 

HiUand Dacca AUowanoes, 278. 

24A.-~High Court, 388. 

81 A. — Education (Tranatened)— 

University — Grants to Calcutta 
University, 555. 

Motion for adjournment of the business 
of the Council, 500. 

KbalM 

Loan to the Agriculturists of, 24. 

Relief to the teiumts in occupation of lands 
in tlie Sundarbans area in, on accounts 
of the low price of paddy, 725. 

Ui MaMiiiiiiai, NaJI 

Agricultural loans to tlie cultivators of 
Koakliali, 724. 

Posting of offloers of Bengal Civil Ser\dce 
and Bengal Junior Civil Serv'ioe, 307. 

Statement of work in tlie oflSce of the 
Inspector-General of Police, 650. 


KbMi Maalvi TaminiMin 

Cess Revaluation in Faridpur, 722. 

Chandana river, scheme for the improve- 
ment of, 16. 

Demand(s) for OrQnt(8) — 

5 ^. — Charges of Administration — Road 
Cess, Valuation and Revaluation 
Establishment, 105. 

5A. — Charges of Administration — 
Road Cess# Valuidimi and Revalua- 
tion Establishment— -Temporary 
Establiahment. 102. 

8. — Exoiae, 173. 

9. — Begistratioa, 222. 

9B.-*-Disferiet ebargea, 220. 

9B, — Dkttkit diargea — ^Total cost of 
tnansmitrioii of landlords’ fess, 
902, 

15. — Irrigation— Other revenue ex- 
penditiwe financed from ordinary 
leroiiies, 228. 


Law, Mr. lanaM Nttli 

Special motion regarding im{>osition of an 
additional duty on salt, 437. 

UfMattvt Oowiail Dtpartiiifiit 

Establishment of a separate, 519. 

UhrtriM Ki M IdflCitftn Dtp ait wn a i 304. 

UMrM 44. 

Um If Ibt a g r te g Htfii l i 

See — Khulna. 

UmI BfMP^ ili rt lM t if 

See — Karail subdi^iakm. 

l4Ml iilMMvtrMiiiiil OffiiMiiit 

Aasistants on exteaaiofi of oervios or 
omnpleted 30 yean serviee in, 81. 
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waftar, mm mm 

See — Midnapore. 

MiKi, Mr. K. 

Appointment of special constables in the 
district of Midnapore, 300. 

D6iDand(s) for Graiit<s) — 

6. — -Excise, 154. 

25A.^ — Jails-^Central Jails, 406. 

26C. — District Executive Force — Police 
Force, 637. 

“ Motilal day *’ in Qewonkhali, 348. 

Resignation of memben of Midnapore 
District Board representing local 
boards of the district, 717. 

Taking poMession of the bouse of Babu 
Upendra Nath Maiti, Midnapore, 468, 
469. 

Maffltkpnr (dasiM) 

Death of Radhika Ranjan Bhattacharjec 
of, from gun-shot woimds, 299. 

Marr, tN H§r*M 6 Mr. A., O.I.E. 

Certificate under proviso (o) to section 
72D(2) of tlie Government of India 
Act. 98. 

Demand(B) for Qrant(8) — 

7. -~Stamp8, 179, 181. 

9A. — Scheduled taxes, 225, 227. 

XIII, 16, I6(i), 16 and 56. — Irrigation, 

227; 

22A.*-StafI siwl^^v.Hpusehold of the 
Governor — Private Secretary — 

Hill and Dacca Allowances, 270. 
22E. — Ministers, 320. 

22£.--MinisterB — Hill Allowances, 325. 
22G, — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) — 
Finance, Commerce and Marine 
Departments, 358. 

22G. — Hill AUowai^im, 342, 343. 

22H. — Hill Allowsukoes, 342, 348. 
22I««-Jiill AUowanoes. Jit, 843, 
$7.*-^Por«s and Pilotage, 546. 
30.«***S<)isiitille Department, 649. 


Mtrr, Mi llM'Ilt 1^. a, 

Demand(s) for Grmit(s)>-cofio{d. 
31.-~£duoatkm (Reservadh 961, 664, 
87. — Misoellaneous Departmenta, 763. 

Demand for Grant, Supplementary — 

47. — Miscellaneous, 764. 

Inconveniences of lower class passengers 
of inland steam vessels, 522. 

Special motion regarding imposition of an 
additional duty on aalt, 438. 

Tea industry, 248. 

Maramdar, ctmrict Mu Jntii Ohaaira 

5ce— Mymensingh Congress Committee, 

27. 

MaOtiiskia, Mr. C. T. 

Demand for Grant — 

36A. — Industries (Transferred) — Indus* 
trial Development, 748. 

Madiaal CoUtft HatpHal 

Admission of a child named Halla in, 42. 

MfmNrt 

Attendance of, 13. 94, 149, 194, 247, 299, 
348, 412, 407, 516, 676, 647, 699. 

MMaapart 

Appointment of special constables in the 
district of, 300. 

Taking possession of the house of Babu 
Upendra Nath Maiti, 468. 

MMnaport DItIrict Baard 

Resignation of members of, representing 
local boards of the district, 717. 

MMaapara daU 

Transfer of Babu Bepin Chandra Ganguly 
from Beihampore Jail to, 194. 

MHtor, nt MaanMi Mr Fimiii MMMdar, 

Kt, O.I.E. 

Agricultural loana to the cuHivaiiciia uf 
Noakhali, 724. 

Amount of tcanafer fees realised, 726. 
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IMm Atai Chandra Ghoae. late AMiatant 

^ tailor, Hooghly Jad, 5d0, 681, 682. 

Cmm tmder eeotkm 104£ of the Bengal 
l^enanoy Act in Chittagong, 14. 

Ceat Revaluation ih Fandpur, 723. 

Conoeaaion rates charged on certain 
Wards' estates, 728. 

Court accommodation of Honorary 
Magistrates in Bankura, 662. 

Court of Wards estates in Rangpur, 617. 

Demand(8) for Grant(s) — 

5. — Land Revenue, 99. 

6A. — Charges of Administration, 122, 
129, 135, 137. 

5A. — Cliargcs of Administration — 
Land Acquisition Establishment — 
Pay of Establishment. 101. 

6A. — Charges of Administration — 
Road Cess, Valuation and Revalua- 
tion Establishment, 116, 117, 120, 121. 

6A, — Charges of Administration — 
Road Cess, Valuation and Revalua- 
tion Establishment — Temporary 
Establishment, 104, 

7. — Stamps, 182. 

9A, — Registration — Superintendence — 
Travelling Allowance, 200. 

221. — Board of Revenue — Hill Allow- 
ances, 344. 

25. — Jaib and Convict Settlements, 403. 
26A. — Jails, 461. 

26A. — Jails — Presidency Jail — ^Tem- 
porary Watch and Ward, 404. 

26A. — Jails — Subsidiary Jails, 440. 

Eart h q u a ke shocks, 726. 

uoder the management of the 
Courts of Wards in Rangpur, 610. 

in the midst of Govenunent 
khas jotss in Cox's Baxar subdivision, 
648. 

Legislative Council l>ep«rtnieiit, estab- 
lishment of a separate, 519, 620. 

Mosquito nets to prisoners, 724. 

Mr. Bepin Befaary Qanguli, ktely a 
detenu, 683i» 684. 


mtiir, tim N69*bii lif fmnii 

Kit 6.1.1, — eondd. 

Muslims on the minist trial staff of the 
Board of Rc^^nue, 650. 

Non -official visitors in certain jails, 586. 

686 . 

Places in Rangpur where oertidoate 
coses of the Kasirabasar Raj Wards 
estate are filed, 66. 

Relief to the tenants in occupation of 
lands in Uic Sundarbans area in Khulna 
on account of the low price of paddy, 
726. 

Separate Council Department, 621. 

Supply of mosquito curtains to the 
prisoners in Mymensingh Jail, 684. 

Vacancies in the ministerial staff of the 
Bakarganj Collectorate, 16. 

Mt9fclitr|M, Mr, •ytmapraMMl 

Calcutta University, grant to, 95. 

Demaiid(s) for Qraiitls) — 

22E. — Ministers, 309, 

24A.— High Court, 388, 392. 

20. --Police, 627. 

31A. — Education (Transferretl)— * 

University-Grants to Calcutta 
University, 669, 671, 672. 601. 

Dimetor of Public Instruction, abolitian 
of tlie post of, 25. 

** Motilal day " in Gewankhali, 349. 

Students in civil dwolswiiencc movement, 
471, 472. 

Transfer of Babu Bepin Chandra GanguJi 
from Berltampore Jail to Midnapore 
Jail, 194, 195. 

Uglgllllf ggti 

See — Prisoners. 

See — Gewankhali. 

Demandfs) for Ortatfs) — 

6D.— ’Disri^et Executive EstabUib* 

ment, 161, 166. 
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mmtk, Mr. MMtwii Mwr-<«<WU. 

Den»atid(f) for Onaxi{$^ — amM. 

9B,— Dutrict 2U. 

24A.— High Court, 39fl. 

24F. — Civil and Seasiona Oourta — 
Pay of Munaifi, 369, 372. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment — 
Supplies and Services — Contribution 
towards pay of Health Officers 
and Sanitary Inspectors, 658. 

Educational qualifications of the 
members of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial), 149, 150. 

Relief to the tenants in occupatkm 
of lands in the Sundarbana area in 
Khulna on account of the low price 
of paddy, 725. 

MmiieiftNtiM 

Elected members in tlie district and local 

boards and, 348. 

Mymmiiigli 

Chairman, District Board, 32. 

Myrntniliifli OtngrtM OtmmitlM 

Convict Babu Jnan Chandra Mazumdar of, 

27. 

W ym t wtfijti Ml 

Supply of mosquito curtains to the 

prisoners in, 584. 

Non*ofS<Hal in certain Jails, 585. 

Rag, Mr. K. 0. 

l>emattd(s) tor Orant(s) — 

220. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Poli> 
tioal and Appointment Departments, 
355. 

24A.>-High Court* 391. 

iai, tif. B. A. 

H 

I>ezaand(s) for Grants)-- 

22E.— Ministers, 295, 296: 

26A.'— Presidency Pofioe--<laloutta 

P<^. 475, 476. 


Nagi Half. R. A« 'iceftflld. 

Demandfs) for Grant (s)-—concbf. 

31. — Education (Reserved), 552. 

31 A. — Education (Tra na ferted) — ^Uni- 

versity — Grants to Calcutta Univer- 
sity, 574. 

32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries, 637, 
638, 644. 

33A. — Public Health EstabUshxnent, 
669, 670. 

RMHiy, Mftinrtja arR Oliaaira, af KaHaMatar 

Special motion regarding imposition of an 
additional duty on salt, 434. 

Rarail Lacal Raarfi, 414. 

Rartll taMHrRIaa 

Election of the local board in, 582. 

RatimaMin, tha Haa*Ma Mr. Kliwaja, 6.I.E. 

AhsanuUah School of Engineering, Dacca, 
97. 

Bogra Zilla School, admission of students 
into, 04, 95. 

Calcutta University, grant to, 95. 
Demandfs) for Grantfs) — 

9. — Registration, 199, 212, 223. 

0 A . — Registration — Superintendence — 
Travelling Allowance, 201. 

9B. — Registration — District ohacges, 

213, 220. 

9B. — District charges — Total cost of 
transmission of landlords* fees, 211. 

31. — Education (Transferred), 554. 

31 A. — ^Education (7nBM5Beied>~-^hdi* 

veraity — Grants to Caleatta Uniter^ 
aity, 597, 615. 

Director of PubUo InstractSon, slMiiHiott 
of the post of, 26. 

Govemment grant to dtipresstd dasMS 
schools, 473. 

Grants to the depreMSd chMses a fl l ipql i 
under the mansgement of the Bfinda 
Rdief Society, 48, 467. 

Quro-Tramtng Schools, 51. 



IHBEX. 


8 .] 

Ha’m Hr. KHnU, S-l-t. 

Mtthittinnad Mohains* Trust Fund» 

470. 

Hl^idus and Hubammadans in the inspect- 
ing staff of the Education Department, 

46. 

Librarians in the Education Department, 
304. 306. 
labrartes, 44, 45. 

Ministerial officers in the Presidency 
College, 41, 42. 

Ministerial officers of the old Subordinate 
Educational Service, 49. 

Number of Hindu and Muhammadan 
students in schools, 96, 97. 

Principal, Government School of Art, 80, 
31, 32. 

Registration fees reedised in Chittagong 
division, 18, 10. 

Students in civil disobedience movement, 

471, 472. 

Tuberculosis amongst school boys, 44, 

NHplMinari 

Communal tension at, 418. 

Shooting incident at, 412. 



Agricultural loans to the cultivators of, 
724. 


Erosion of, 576. 

Oovemment properties lost by the erosion 
of. 15. 


94. 247. 647. 


mmrni, m.fun. 

Dsmaadfsl loe OraaMs)— 
lZE.*-MlDisteim. 295. 
34.^Agtict#ate. 696. 696. 


Psffdtf 96lll NffMMMMI PI9M6 

Orant to the depiewed c l aa srs toboeds 
tinder tbe iiMi»||enient of Hie Hindu 
Belief Society. 46. 




PefMttTf 6fMi Mwnmmhi Pf9l64l luwtM 

Quru-Traioing Schools, 51. 

Hindus and Muhammadans in the inspect* 
ing staff of the Education Departmeiit. 
46. 

Number of Hindu and Muhammadan 
students in schools, 96. 

Orders piohibiting processions and meet- 
ings, 16. 


Prtiitfea, TM NM'Mt Mr. W. D. II.. 6.l.t. 

Appointment of special constables in the 
district of Midnapore, 301. 

Communal tension at Nilphamari, 416. 

Contested suits in Civil Courts at Barisal, 
45. 

Convict Babu Jnan Chandra MaEumdar 
of Mymensingh Congress Committee, 
27. 28. 

Death of Hadhika Hanjan Bhattachorjeo 
of Malliikpur (Jessore) from gun-shot 
wounds; 300. 

Deraand(s) for Grant(s) — 

22. — General Admin istratiem, 278. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the Cover* 
nor, 200. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the Gover- 
nor — Band Establishment, 266. 

22 A. — Staff and Household of the Cover* 
nor— Bodyguard EstabUahment. 266. 

22 A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Military Secretary^ — Pur- 
chase of motor cars, 263. 

220.— Civil Secretsiiat (R eserve d)— 
Judicial, Political and Appointmeiii 
Departments, 350. 

24. — Administration of Justice, 866. 
24A.— High Court, 867. 394. 

24F.— Civil andSessioos Oourta— Pay 
of oflleers. 365* 

26.— Police. 459. 529. 531. 

26A.— PreHdency PoUee. 465. 493* 

26A.— Presidenoy Police— Cakutta 
Police. 463. 

26A.— Presidency Police— CSakiiHa 
Police— Sergeants. 461. 
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Pmmm, Tit HM’Mt Mr. w. 0. I.. 0X1. 

— tontd. 

D«jnand(s) for Or*nt(t)— 

26A. — Pretideocy Polioe^Psy of 

Establishment, 490. 

4lA.<~CivU Worka^Tnuisferred — Origi* 
xial Works — Buildings, 755. 

Demand for Qrant, Supplementary — 
47.— Miscellaneous, 768, 769, 778, 780, 
781. 

Detenu Sj. Ambioa Chakraburtty, 417, 
418. 

Educational qualifications of the members 
of the Bengal Civil Sen'ioe (Judicial), 
149, 150. 151. 

“ Motilal day in Qewenkhali, 349, 350. 

Motion for adjournment of the business 
of the Cotmoil, 498, 510. 

Muslim ministerial officers in High Court, 
35. 

Nature of transactions carried on in the 
East India Jute Association, Limited, 
052, 

Officers and clerks on extension of service 
in the Judicial Department and Civil 
and Criminal Courts, Alipore, 19. 

Orders prohibiting proceesions and 
meetings, 17. 

Political prisoners, total itumber of, 523. 

Posting of officers of Bengal Civil Service, 
and Bengal Junior Cixil Service, 307. 

Quarters for the Munsif, 3rd Court, Tangail, 
717. 

Service of notice under section 144 
Criminal Prooadure Code on Babu 
Krityagopal Bhatibiilmrjea, 653, 654. 

Shooting incident at Nilphamari, 413. 

Special motions regarding the Delhi 
agreement, 90. 

Statement made by, regarding release of 
civil disohedienoe priaoners, 728. 

Statement of work In the office of the 
IntpeoUMsOaneml of Potioe, 651. 

Soggsatad zelaaiMkhifiiMit In Qovanimetit 
aarvicea, 14, 

Takhkg potaeasion of tha house of Babu 
Dpendia Nath Haiti, Hjdnsgmre, 466, 
409, 470. 


PmiUm, IIM llgg*M6 Mr. w« 0. 

— ccncld, 

Tangail, 3rd MuniriPs Court at, 722. 
Terms of agreement between His Excel 
lency the Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi 
37, 39. 

Transfer of Babu Bepin Chandra Qangulj 
from Berhampore Jail to Hidnapon 
JaU, 194. 195. 

PnMiMf Otilagi 

Ministerial officers in, 40. 

PriaoNtrt 

Mosquito nets to, 723. 

PriMiMrt, imIHIoiI 

Total number of, 522. 

Praeaitioiii tad maatiAlt 

Orders prohibiting, 16. 

Prorogation, 784. 

QuMlion, ihort notiot, 471. 

Rohmon, Mr. A. F. 

Demandfs) for Orantfs) — 

31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Grants to Calcutta University. 
611. 

41 A. — Civil Works — Communications — 
Road Development Fund Works, 756. 

RahMM, Mr. A. F. M. AMor 

Assistants on extension of aervice or 
completed 30 years aervioe in the Local 
Self-Government Department, 21. 

Officers and clerks on extenuon of service 
in the Judicial Dcfuateant and Civil 
and Criminid Oouifts, Ahpars, 19. 

Demand(a) lav QcaikliaH** 

6A.— Chaigea of Adminiitration Inoid 
Acgnisitioii Katohlkdimant—^Poy of 
Estahliahinant, 99. 
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Tot. 
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Domand(«) (or Gcaiit(B) — eonid. 

5A.-^rChazges of Administmtion— Road 
Oeia, Valuation and Revaluation 
EstabUshment, 107. 

6.— Excue, 157. 


7. — Stamps, 180. 

9A. — Registration — Superintendence — 
Travelling Allowance, 199, 200, 202. 

9A. — Scheduled taxes, 225. 


16, — Irrigation, 250. 

16. — Irrigation and XIII. — Working 
expenses, 253. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Oov'cmor — Band Establishment, 

285. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Bodyguard Establishment, 
287. 

22F. — Legislative Council — Hill Allow, 
ance, 344, 345. 

22G. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Poli- 
tical and ApiJointrnent i>e[)artment8, 
351. 

24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts —Pay of 
officers, 384. 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
408. 


25A. — Jails, 448, 449. 

25A. — Jails — Presidency Jail — Temper* 
arj' Watch and Ward, 404, 405. 

26A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta 

Police, 463. 

26A. — Presidency Police — Pay of 

Establishment, 488. 

27.— Ports and Pilotage— Charges for 
polled launches, building, repairs and 
outfit of launches, 546. 

SIA. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Grants to Calcutta University, 
609, 610. 

32B. — Hospitab and Diq)ensaries, 631, 
632. 

83A. — Pttldio Health EstabUshment — 
Contribmtion towards pay of Health 
Officers and Samtaiy Inq[>ectors, 667. 

33A.— Public Haaltb EstahUahment— 
Director of Pubtio He a lth , 663. 




Mbbatii, Mifiiniri O tb em c k L 

Demaiid(B) lor Orant(s) — caaoU. 

33B. — Public Health — Qranta to looat 
bodies for improvenMiat of nurat 
water-supply, 671. 

34A. — ^Agriculture — ^Experimental fbnns^ 
679. 

35A. — Industries (Transferred)— Indus* 
trial Dt'velopineni, 741. 

41A.— Civil Works (Transferred)— 
Communications, 759. 

Demand for Grant. Supplementary — 
47.— Miecellaneoiw, 767, 768, 769. 

Librarians in the Education Department 
304, 306. 

Libraries, 44, 45. 

Se{^»arate CJouncil Department, 520. 

Raiilllur 

Court of Wards ostaios in, 5)6. 

Estates under the manaKcment of tbe 
Court of Wards in, 518. 

Places in, when' certificate cases of the 
Kasimbazar Raj Words estate are 
filed, 55. 

Ray, Bibo Kbattor Mohan 

Communal tension at Nilphamari, 418. 
Demandfs) for Grants)— 

5A. — Charges of Administration, 123, 
132. 

24F.— Civil and Sessions Courts — 
Pay of officers, 379. 

Grant to schools for the depressed 
classes under the management of the 
Hindu Relief Society, 467. 

Service of notice under section 144 Oiminat 
Proceilure Code on Bobu Nrityagopal 
Bhattacharjec, 653. 

Ray, Baho RifMlra Narayan 

Estates uiuler the maJMigement of tho 
Courts of Wards In Eangpur, 518. 

Rqr. mtktnit ititim Mtt, 1 OkMSir 

Speetel motion* ragudin, the DoUti 
sgreement, 79. 
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tv. Mr. Mm mimimk 

Bftbu Atdl ChAndraOhoM^late AmiitM, 
JtAlar, Hooghlf Jail, 581. 

BograZilta School, odxnlauon ol student* 
into, 95. 

I)6mand(*) for Qrant(8) — 

5A. — Chargee of Administration, 125, 
126. 

OB. — Dietriot chargee, 217. 

22 A. — Staff and Houeehold of the 
Oov€>mor — ^Military Secretary — Pur* 
chase of motor care, 282. 

26. — Police, 514. 

31. — Education (Reserved), 651. 

33B. — Grants for Public Health pur* 
poses, 675. 

Demand for Grant, Supplementary — 

47. — Miscellaneous, 772. 

Detenu Sj. Ambica Chakrabiirtty, 417. 
Motion for adjournment of the business 
of the Council, 501, 502. 

Resigntttion of members of Midnapore 
District Board representing local boards 
of the district, 720. 

Terms of agreement between His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy and slahatma 
Gandhi, 80. 

Transfer of Babu Bepikt Qiandra Ganguly 
from Berhampore Jail to Midnapore 

ii»S. 

Tuberculosis amongst school boys, 44. 

Ml tUMiuui, if. K.i 

Births and deaths in oertik ^iltiges in 
JesBore, 715. 

Death of Radhika Ranjan Bbattaeharjee 
of Malliokpur (Jessore) firom gun- 
shot wounds, 200. 

Demand for Grant— 

OB.— District charg|^ 210. 

jSleotion of the local board in theKarail 
•tthdiviaipit, 662. 

Jessore Distnct Board, 712. 

Barah Ldoal Board, 414. 


Rtf OlMWdiHMrf, itii MU' 

Bankura Medical SchodI, 414. 

Convict Babu Jnan Chandra Masukndar 
of Mymendngh Congress Ccnnmittee, 
27. 

Demand(8) for Grant(8) — 

22E. — Ministers, 311, 312, 320. 

24F. — CTivil and Sessions Courts — Pay 
of officers, 374. 

26C. — District Executive Force, 404, 
,511. 

27. — Ports and Pilotage. 548. 

Government grant to depressed classes 
schools, 473. 

Resignation of members of Midnapore 
District Board representing local 
boards of the district, 720. 

Students in civil disobedience movement 
472. 

Supply of mosquito curtains to the 
prisoners in Mymensingh Jail, 584. 

Taking possession of the house Babu 
Upendra Nath Maiti, Midnapore, 460, 
470. 

R^[iitnrtiM ftw 

See — Chittagong division. 

Mlli Sr. S. N. 

Demand(B) for Grant(s}— 

22A. — Staff and Household of tha 
Governor — Private Secretary — Phy of 
clerks, 276. 

26A. — Fresidefncy Pohce^-CaJeutta 

Police, 475. 

RMUHrtHtiHtt 

^se—Govemmant servioea. 

RMsaatfsa 

Barthictioii of, by poaching, 727. 

Ooostatdttoii of, 640. 
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Naiiiiii 

for Grant-^ 

*4F. — CivU and Sessions Coiirts— 

Pay of officers, 377. 

mtf, tatytndri Nam 

I>emand(8) for Orantfs) — 

5A. — Charges of Administration, 127. 
6.— Excise, 159, 172. 

22 A. — Staff and Household of the 

Governor— Military Secretary— Pur- 
chase of motor cars, 233. 

22E. — Ministers, 308. 

3 1 A.— Education (Transferred)— 

University— Grants to Calcutta 

University, 607. 

34. — Agriculture, 695. 

Fruit culture, 26. 

iof, Mr. tertt Ramir 

Bongaon Local Board, redistribution of 
seats in the election to, 720. 
aerks of the Bengal Tanning Insti. 
tute, 54. 

Demand for Grant — 

30 .— ^ientific Department, 649. 

«ty» Tkf HM'Mt Mr. lilty PthK MniII 

Admission of HaUa (a chUd) in the Medical 
College Hospital, 48: 

AMUNlItttl on extenlliKi of servlet and 
completed 30 yedM servibb in the Local 
SeU-Oovetimient Departmtoti 21. 
Bankura Medical SchOdl, 414. 

Births and deaths in certain villages in 
Jessore, 716. 

ikmgaon Local Board, redistribution of 
•eats in the election to, 720. 

District Board, Myroenstngh, 

33, 34. 

<k>(istttutson of the Bengal Road Board, 
648, 640, 650. 

Demaadfi) for arant^s)— 

6.'^£3Eeiae» 144, 147, 160, 161, 162, 172. 
6.— Distilleries, 168, 160. 


Demand(s) for Grantfs) — roncfd. 

6D. — District Executive Establish* 

ment, 164. 

32. — Medical, 620. 

32B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries, 632, 
636. 642, 643, 644. 

32C. — Mwlical— Grant for medical 
purposes. 646. 

33. - Public Health, 654. 

33.^.— Public Hi^th Establishment, 
662, 068. 669. 670. 

33A. — Public Health — Establishn’ient— 
Uontnhution towards pay of Health 
Officers and Sanitary Inspectors, 668. 

33A. — Public Hisilth Establishment — 
I)ire<*U>r of Public Health, 666. 

33H. — Grants for Public Health 
puqjoses Griiiits.in.aid towards 
water-works schemes, 674. 

41 A.— Ctvil Works— Communication — 
Road Development Fund W'orks, 
758. 

Eietted members in the district and 
local boards and raunioipalities, 348. 

Election of the local board in the NaraR 
subdivision. 682. 

Jessore District Board, 713, 715. 

Narail Local Board, 415, 416. 

Posts reserved for the Indian Medical 
Service, 690. 

Recruitment of Sanitary Inspaotors, 687» 
690. 

Resignation of members of Midnapore 
District Board representing local boards 
of the district, 718, 720. 

Nsy Ohaailisfi, iak« Nam ObaiMlra 

Demand for Grant — 

15. — Irrigation — Other revaaua 

expenditure Onanced from ordinary 
revenue, 240. 

Eroaioii of the Noakhali town, 576» 
578, 579, 

Ctovemsnent properties lost by th > 
eroskm of tlia Noakhali town, 15. 
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Mau, Mta Mlya Kiokw 

Bankura Medical School, 414. 

Court accommodation of Honorary 
Magistrates in Bankura, 651. 

Subhankari Daura in Bankura, 579. 

talioMin, Mr. Kliwa|t 

Special motions regarding Delhi agree- 
ment, 77. 

•alti ImiMiition at atfiitiMal dvty on 

,S[ee~-Speoial motion. 

laH Tax. 419. 

•amad, Maulvl AMai 

Babu Atul Chandra Ghose, late AsHtstant 
Jailor, Hooglily Jail, 580, 581. 

Demand for Grant — 

3 1 A. — Education (Transferred) — 

University — Grstits to Calcutta 

University, 592. 

Demand for Grant, Sui)plementary — 
47.~-Miscellaneous, 777, 778. 

Nature of transactions carried on in the 
East India Jute Association,* Limited, 
052. 

Sanitary Inisaatan 

Recruitment of, 580. 

iarliar, Sir Ja6unatS 

Demand for Grant — 

81A. — Education (Transferred) — 

University — Grants to Calcutta 

University, 585, 568, Oil. 

Sttrfcar, Ral SahiS RaSaU Malian 

AhaanuUah School^Ctf Engineering, Dacca, 
97. 


Kumber <J Hindu and Multammadan 
atudanta in, 96. 


San, RM SaMS ASilMf KsiMr 

Investigation of the scheme of dredging 
the Chandana river, 17. 

Serampore Weaving Institute, 28. 

Water-hyacinth in EUkst Bengal, eradica- 
tion of, 35. 

San Qttirtn, Dr. Rnraili Oknnini 

Demand(s) for Grant(8) — 

5A. — Charges of Administration, 128. 
5A. — Road Cess, 'V'aluation emd Re» 
valuation Establishment, 115. 

6. — Distilleries, 165. 

9A. — Scheduled taxes, 226. 

9A . — Registration — Superintendence — 
Travelling Allowance, 200, 201. 

9B. — District charges, 217. 

15. — Irrigation, 259. 

22 A. — Staff and HoUtbhold of the 
Governor— Band Establishment, 284. 
22A. — Staff and Household of the 
(Joveinor — Private Secretary — Hill 

and Dacca Allowances, 278. 

22E. — Ministers, 296, 297, 326. 

22E. — Ministers — Hill Allowances, 324. 

22G. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial Politi- 
cal and Appointment Depart- 
ments, 353. 

24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — 
Pay of officers, 382, 383. 

25A.— Jails, 449, 450. 

81 A. — Education (Transferred) — 

University — Grants to Calcutta 
University, 674, 690, 614, 

34. — Agriculture, 601. 

35. — Industries, 751. 

S5A. — Industries (Transferred)— 

dustrial Dev^elopment, 746. 

Demand for Grant, Supplementary — 

47. — Miscellaneous, 775. 

Leasing of fishery in the BklyaicUiftri 
spill area, 22, 24. 

Librarians in the Educatioa Dspatt* 
meat, 306. 

Motion for adioununsnt of tbs htulniwi 
of the Council, 608, 604^ 




‘tlTOBil. 
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, 7«, Te, 77. 

1|Mn^ <>l agreement between His Exoel- 
|llQCi||j^ tile Viceroy and Mahatma 
CtatMlIii, S9. 

•l|lj|i 4 OliiMil DtHrtMMt ^ 20 . 

, 28. 


ihalL MaaM ihial jliMM 

l>einand(8) for Qiimt(8) — 
■ g^-^zoise, 171. 

P. — ^Registration, 222. 
22E. — ^Ministers, 307. 


• M Mwr g m tf Ifct rtwr 

MHMMMU, 517. 
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Sm — ^Midnapore. 

tpMiai nttfMii rHiiMg OtIM 

56. 


tfMial M«(iM ngw«n ImpmWm H m 

•MWMal tirty M mt, 410 . 

ttrMMck, Mr. K. r. a. 

Swoni in, 94. 


iPQ. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Politi- 
cal and Appointment Depart- 
laments, 355. 

MA. — ^B^fjjjtktion (Tr^pi|forred) — 
University^ Grants to ^Calcullll 

University, 556. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment — 
Director of Public Health, 667. 

Jute cultivation, restriction of, 40. 

Motion for adjournment of the business 
« of the Council, 603. 

IfMft mikt QmMIM, 37. 

Miflb Srtjirt Taf MMter 

Con ce ss ion rates charged on certain 
wards* estates, 727. 
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OonsMtotion of the Bengal Road 
for Grant<sH> 

' »iA'.'""€>iafgfW of Administrsisoo, 126» 
J27. 132, 136. 


taMiaiiluui Datira 

Sfs — Bankura. 

ivhrawardy, Mr. N. I. 

l>emaod(s) for Grantfs)^— 

15.~^Irrigation, 254, 260, 262. 

22E.— Ministers, 317. 

Special motions regarding Delhi agreement, 
71, 74. 


•mdafteat aria, riM to taaaaM la aagaph 
Itoa if landi to 

Sm — Khulna. 

Taagafl 

Quarters for the Munslf, 3fd Court, 717. 
3id Munsif*s Court at, 721. 

Water oommunioations in, 34. 


Valoatton and Ra- 

vslwaNiPyitoWiriiffii^ 112. 

and flstttomsnt, 137. 
tnotioiis ZtoiU ttfpoo* 
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ttnwjjuidBBiyfe' CTnnt^a) — 

* 32A . — BUM And Houw^bold of the 
aolre^lol^-^ilkwy SAecetAiy^F]^- 
ohM of motor OAm, 281. 

81A.<^X!duoation (Ihttniflerod) — 

Univenity— Gn^kUi to CaioutU Uni- 
maitikettUI. 

rnwiltr mlim, amtiiiH •!, 726. 

fnmh Mr. W. L 

DeiiiMid(i) for Onuil(B) — 

MS. — Forest — Establishment — Pay of 

oAoers, 188. 

22E.— Ministers, 819. 

814 . — Eduoaiion (Transferred) — Uni- 

imrsiiy — Grants to Calcutta Univer- 
Jty, 096. 

t8B. — Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses — Grants-iu-ii^d towards water- 

. woriks schemes, 678t. 


Twwm. «>. e. t . t nm Uif j 

34. — ^A^dodlture, 690. 

34A.— Agriimlturo-^gxpariyil^ 

681. 

Extinction of rhinoceros by poatiinas; 'IJIT* 
Tea industry, 24t, 348. 

TaMraidtslt awowgrt idbaal htfi, 48 

Vicmy aatf Mahataui wummi 

Terms of agreement between Hia»*IByeal> * 
lenoy, 37. 

WaNto’ Mtataa 

Concession rates charged on certain. TIk^. 

wt Siw wi^ 'iiif. w. a. 
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Sworn in, 247. 
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